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2B Have not plac'd your Name before 
ERS 12 thele Papers, that from thence I might 
= [92 take an Occaſion to flatter you with 


_ 
=> 
> D- 


= == that ſort of laviſh Praiſe by which ma- 
SSSSS> ny make their Epiſtles Dar, 
Romances. The Notices of your Generous Temper 
which I have received in your Acquaintance would 
forbid that Vanity, if nothing elſe hindred me ; For 
they have aſſured me that you are rais'd far above 
ſach a Lownels of Spirit as will be taken with. Adu- 
lations. The worth which deſerves higheſt prailes,, 

doth moſt {corn Flattery. 
Neither do I deſign the Patronage of'my Imper- 

fetions by devoting ro you the 'Book'in which'the 
are diſcovered. It I ſhonld have forgorretiimy'{alf 
A 2 ſo 
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ſo far as to have made ſuch an unworthy Applicati- 
on of your Name, I ſhould have abus'd you, I con- 
feſs : For, as he ſaid, Ne ſs deve chiamar un' Giove 
per Padrino dun Pigmeo,and my ExpeRtation would 
have been fruſtrate , for the world is not fo fooliſh 
asto think it a part of the Homage which it owes to 
Illuftrious Perſons, to judg every thing Excellent 
which hath put on their Livery. 


My defire is to manifeſt a ſincere Reſentment of 
the Civilities which I have received from you, and 
to reveal the inward Senſe of my Heart in which I 
do unfeignedly PRPer.Vp ar. Irue Worth, which 
is. made up of a Great Wiſdom and Much Good- 
neſs. Not that I preſume ſo much upon the Value 
of theſe Leaves, as to think that they either carry 
any Obligation, or pay much reſpec : but I ſend 
them as Inſtances of that Good will, which wanting 
moreacceptable Expreſſions beſpeaks your tavoura- 


ble Reception for thele. 
Tf they had any Worth, I ſhould have thought 


none. fitter to whom I might commend them than 
your T= who have patroniz'd Wiſdom with your 
Noble Choice, and honour'd Vertue with an Ex- 
emplary Life. As you are grac'd with the Nobility 
of your Birth,ſo you are deſervedly loved by many 
who accompany their Afedtions with Judgment, 
becauſe you have adorn'd your Quality with thoſe 
Excellent Accompliſhments, by whoſe abſence No- 
bility is diſhonour'd. 

Thoſe which unwiſely lean upon the Fame of 
their Anceſtors, and make boaſts of Honour which 


is not ſupported with their own Vertues, but only 
derived 


——_ 


 ———— 


The Epistle Dedicatory. 


derived with the Bloud which they received from 
others, whilſt they are themſelves deſtitute of thoſe 
Heroick Graces for which their Fathers or Grand- 
fathers were juſtly admired ; they overturn their 
Statu-s,prophane theirLrns, and blaſt the Glory of 
their Memories by Ignoble Practices; as the Poet 


reprov'd the degenerate Roman, _ 1 


Squalentes traducit Avos, emptorque Venent 
F rangenda miſeram funeſtat Imagine Gentem. 


ſr afflits Ingenuous Perſons when they ſee: the 
Ancient Splendour of Great Families eclips'd .by 
thoſe which ſhould make them more Illuſtrious;eſpe- 
cially when they conſider ' thoſe flight Motives by 
which they ſuffer themſelves to be withdrawn from 
the Purſuit of true Glory. ' For, as the Philoſopher 
obſerv'd concerning ſuch in his T ime Einv Jfyarflnerer 
<7? gon x38 10v3G, tvneg(omur xgaar, they are chea- 
ted with ſoft Pleaſures, ſpecious Ewils.. Bu&no-body 
mult tell them of it. For though they condemn, and 
it may be, puniſh their own Sins, when they are 
committed by Pealants ; 


At vos T rojugene vobis ignoſcitis, &- que 
T urpia Cerdoni V oleſos Brutumque decebunt. 


By which Means though they might in regard 
of the Advantages'of their Higher Condition be 
moſt like unto God , that is, Saviours of their 
Country, which Title is not unjuſtly given to 
ſome: yet many lighting the Delerts of Noble 

A 3 Vertues 
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Vertues, augment the Miſeries of the W orld both 
with the particular Harms which necelarily go a- 
long with Vitious Actions, as allo by the Contagj- 
ous Influence which falls from the evil Examples of 
Great Perlons. 

But what do talk to you of this Milchief, who 
have ſo advanc'd your Mind by the Study of the 
beſt Knowledg, and perfe&ted your Faculties with 
thoſe Vertuous Habits which become a Chriſtian 
and a Gentleman, that I may not only call you, as 
the Emperour modeſtly limited his own Praiſes, $1- 
noonices fegeix pabroy,onty a Lover of Philoſophy, but 
rather, in regard of your:rate*Attainments, the Love 
of Philoſophers ? 

I will not befurther troubleſome unto you. That 
you may enjoya good Health and a long Life ; and 
that you may encreaſe the Honour of yoyr Family 
and prociote the Good of your Country, and at 

h be receivedinto_ the: Regions of Immortal 


Glory, if the hearty Prayer of 


_ Sir, 
Your moſt Humble 
2 a8 


Aﬀettionate $ ervant, 


N. INGEL0O. 


CONCERNING 
The DESIGN of this BOOK. 


Semana T is juſtly eſteemed by thoſe which know themſelves, as the 
PES Sa only work that is worthy of wiſe men, ſo to imploy their bet- 
DES EE ER ter faculties, and improve their time, that at laſt they 
PE J= obtain an End ju which they may rejoyce eternally : After 6 
Pen finccre intention of ths End, to proſecute Hovih, 4 conflant 
</ B2> $: uſe of fit means,is the Charatter of a prudent and Good man, 
ESR Theſe which govern net their life by this Principle, do ir 
ther ſuffer themſelves to be benum'd with Idleneſs, or abuſe the attivity of their 
Souls in ſome vain employment. = 1q 
The firſt of theſe twoout of their great love to do mathing, can make no better 
wiſh for themſehves, than that they might ſleep out the other half of their time ; 
and it is rational to do ſo, if his rule were good for any thing, who ſaid, He var 
lues his life at a juſt rate, who would be content to forgo it for a Dream, \., 
The other make their bargain but a little better; for whilſt they entertait thene- 
ſelves with things which correſpond not with the Dignity of Reaſonoble Souls, 
inſtead of perfetting thoſe rare Capacities with which their Natures are in- 
veſted, by a generons endeavour to obtain that Happineſs whith God doth wot 
envy us, they leſſen themſelves, clip the wings of their Souls, and pring them 
down from thoſe degrees of F:xcellency which they aitually exjoy, and them 
degenerate into 4 bratiſh incapacity, though many times they take no notice of the 
weakneſs of their judgments : till they meet it in the miſerable Conſequences of 
their A tions. .'Y | "IQ 7 wthy 

It is not my purpoſe here to reckon up all the impertinencies of Mankind, which 
are the ſeveral inſtances of the forementioned folly, 1 would only give a cha- 
ritable notice of one, viz. The Writing and Reading of Romances. | This] 
put into the number, becauſe for the moſt part it is verified in them what Juſtia 
Martyr ſaid of Homer's Poetry, *Es: $$ * mia. jacud)s Dial & m x 'Odvegriay, 
ex 8 Tha®, qui, i. e The whole Rhapſody of Homer's Iliads and 
Odyſleis, beginning and end, is buta Woman. ee they dote ſo + 
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that ſubjef, that they think with thoſe amorows Trojans, that Helen was not caly 
worthy of all the labours of Hower's Quill, but alſo of the ſharp contentions of 
the Greek and Trojan ſwords. 


*Ou rivets Teas x tvxrnurdes Ayaiis, 
Tetj of” «pupl yuyant aitvy xe bvoy aayie mg v7 5, 04 


Aten years War is no unworthy ſight, 
When Greece and Troy for ſuch a Woman fight, 


She was « brave Woman indeed, and it was but fit that ſo many Gallant mex 
ſhould deſtroy one another in the Revenge and Defence of her Adultery, Bur 
Maximus Tyrius 77 his 1 5'Þ Diſſ, ertation, doth juſtly reprove the folly of their 
opinion, and condemn the unreaſonableneſs of that laviſh praiſe. 

I am ot ignorant that Homer wrote upon another deſign, than to tell us 
many tales of Helen and Paris'; and that Horace hath ſaid in his Commenada- 


Fon, 


DSi, quid fit pulchrum, quid twrpe, quid utile, quid non, 
Plenins ac melins Chryſippo & Crantore atcts : 4, e. 


| He what is fair, what foul, what good, what not, 
Better then Craxtor and Chryfippus wrot. 


It may be ſo ;\ for though 'Chryſippus was ſo preat 4 man, that he was eſteemed 
the only. ſupport of the Stoick ' School, according to the \Proverbial ſpeech ye- 
vorded by Diogenes Laerrius, 'E3 wa 38 fo Xyvome®,,u dy ir Brod. Tet 
quite contrary to the yertuous deſign of prudent Socrates, he ſpoil'd the Ds- 
Frine of good manners, and unwiſely changed the ſubſtantial precepts of a moral 
offer the uſeleſs ſubtilties of wice diſputation. Or what if Crantor, whows 
be jokes with him in the —_ made no great proficiency either by 
Plato, to whoſe School he belonged, or Homer bimſelf, who was his delight ? 
For all this fair werditt, which Horace hath paſſed in favour of his Brother 
Poet, the Moral Vertues, which ſo highly concern the felicity of the World, ought 
ro be diſcours'd in another manner than be uſeth ; for he, as it maybe ſaid alſp 
of other Romancers, hath made the fabulous rind ſo thick, that few can ſee 
through it inte the uſeful ſenſe. 1 do not deny what Piutarch ſayes, that his 
Verſes were nt written only for pleaſure, ava  Baimgic Br vis eyxongvuptr 
Tel; 4, i. e;. but: that a deeper meaning is hid nnder his Poems ; he hath 
ſunk it ſo deep, that very few can come at it. And ſome of thoſe who applaud 
him" for a Philoſopher, confeſs that ſuch' only can make a gain of him, that 
have already attein'd a mature judgment by long ſtudy; that is, ſuch may 
poſſibly learn of him, who are able to teach him : but he is ſounfit for others, that 
Plato defired they mioht not ſee him, ra ut wi3»5 eigonn]o yeagery 7d» "Hee, 1. EC, 
for fear they ſhould think that the Hero wrote fables, which he hadgood reaſon 
#9 expert upon the peruſal. | 
-: Beſides this, —_ others. do, he hath ſo form'd the repreſentations of Vertue 
and Vice, that it is hard to ſay, which 1s commended, and which reproved ; 
whilſt the Gods are frequently. rought in pratticing Immeralities, he doth at a 
equal Vice to:-Vertue, and nouriſh that which he ſhould eradicate. For, why 
- ſhould men endeavour to be better than their Gods? So he in the Comedy made the 


Adaltery of Jupiter an apology for his luſt. 
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— Et quia conſimilem luſerat 
tom olim ile ludum —— 
Eg9 homuncio hoc non facerew ? Terent. Ennuch., 


Bytheſe and ſuch like inſtances the Greek Fathers did convince the Heathen: 
of the imperfett ion of their beſt Authors. So one may perceive in ſome Ro- 
mances of 4 later aate, that the pictures of Heroes, which they have draws 
for exact patterns of the maſt 74is'd vertuc, are often blotted with notorious 
defeits, as Impatience, Revenge, and the like. 

But this ſort of Books is moſt to be blamed, becauſe for the owe: part, as 
1 ſaid before, their chief Delign 75s to put fleſhly Lu into long ſtories, and 
ſometimes not without wery unhanaſome MIXIUTES, tending only to the ſervice 
of brutiſh Concupiſcence, the nouriſhment of diſhonourable affettions, and by 
exciting in the Keaders muddy fancies, to indiſpoſe them for their attendance 
upon God by their better part. For ſome ſuch reaſon, I ſuppoſe, the great Sidney 
before his Death charg'd his friend Sir Fulk Grevil, who had the only Copy of 
his Arcadia, that he ſhould never permit it to be made publick. 

The other picces, which fill up the intervals of the ſtory, andgrace it with 
pleaſing warictics, are commonly frivolons devices of wit in ſome contemptible 
matter, and ſerve but to ſome ſuch ſlight purpoſe, as doth the writing of Verſes 
tn the form of an Egg or Hatchet, where the meaſures of words and ſenſe are 
conſtrain'd to ſute with the odd proportions of ſuch figures. ; Theſe are fine rari- 
ties of no uſe, the intertexture of the by-accidents being as trivial as the 
Principal Deſign. | | 

*Tis true, ſome of theſe Authors written in divers Languages, ave applauded 
for the Elegancy of each particular Tongue, and are here and there inter- 
ſpers'd with good Sentences: but they are ſo deeply infected with noiſome 
words, immodeſt Tales azd Diſcourſes, which do fatally corrupt the manners 
of Youth, that I cannot but aſſent to the opinion of many wiſe men, who judge 
them, for all that, well worthy of the fire. Meither do I think it improper to 
uſe the words, which the old Sages of Troy ſilently mutter'd, when they perceived 
the dangers which attended the beauty of Helen, which the young men extoll'd 
, 4s — that of the heavenly Goddeſſes. 


"Arad yd as Teinme ifs ty ynvgt verge, 
Mnd” nyuty Toxktarn ]' emiary mhue rim, 8. e. 


But though She's ſuch, let her return, and make 
An end of what we ſuffer for her ſake. 


I could eafily name them, but that Labour is needleſs toſuch as know Books : and 
to thoſe which do not, I ought not, by making a Catalogue, to give notice of ſuch 
as | could wiſh burnt. If they were, they would not be preatly miſs d, as to that 
propriety of ſpeech unto which, they lay claim, and for which they are magnified by 
their Readers; becauſe the beſt Languages ſed in the world, may as well be 
learn'd from Authors that are as Elegant as Chaſte. 

For theſe reaſons | think the Noble Mountaigne gave a great proof of his 
early wiſdom, 19 that, as he ſayes, Quantaux Awadis,& telles fortes deſcrits, 
11s n'ont pas eu le credit d'arreſter ſeulement mon enfance, 7. e. Amadis 
and ſuch like traſh of Writings had not ſy» much credit with him, as to 


allure his Youth to delight in them. And upon the ſame conſiderations one 
| * may 
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may well judge ſome Excelient Wits thrown away iz writirg great flories of 
Aothing ; and that othcrs loſe their unwvaluable Time whilſt they read them. 
Ana the rather, becauſe, beſides the direct loſs, they leave the Memory ſo full 
of fantaſtical Images of things which are not, that they cannot eaſily diſmiſs 
them, theFancy being held in the amuſement of theſe fooliſh Dreams, as we 
are tn Steep with the various repreſentations of ſeveral things, which xewver were 
wor will be in ſuch Ridiculous Conjunitions. And when. the Reader conſiders 
how prettily be hath abuſed himſelf, yet cannot e preſently diſpoſſeſs his fancy of 
thoſe vain Imraginations which he hath entertain d,but is ſtill haunted with them, 
and much indiſpos d in Mind for more worthy Conſiderations ; as troubleſome 
D: eaws often leave the Body net ſo well affected. 

There is no doubt but that moſt Readers of ſuch things, ingenuonuſly exa- 
mining what beneficial uſe they could make of the gains reaped from their 
Studies would find themſelves hard put toit to name abetter than the Great 
Wit was forc'd to, who ſaid, When he thought to retire from his Extrava- 
gancies, and to repoſe his wearied Spirit, and it ſtil! peſter'd him with an 
orderleſs rabble cf troubleſome Chimeras, he reſo:y'd to keep a Regiſter 
o- them, hoping by that means one day to make it aſham'd, and þ!uſh at it 
elf, | 
It #« no wonder that theſe Fooleries are not eaſily thrown off, becauſe of that 
deep impreſſion which they make upon the afſeitionate part, through the cunning 
inveglements of Fancy. For men having inaulg'd Imagination, and play d 
cartel with its Fantaſms, unawares take vehement pleaſure in things which 
they de not believe, and weep for ſuch incouſiderable reaſons, that afterward they 

h at themſelves for it ; and read Fables with ſuch affe&tions, as if their own 
or therr friends beſt intereſt'were wrapp'd up in them. What ſtrong Expeita- 
tion have they for the Iſſue of « donbtful Deſign? How unſatisfied are they 
till the End of a paper-Combat ? What mer poſſeſs them for the Knight whoſe 
part they take ? How paſſionately are they delighted with the Deſcription of a 
Caſtle built in the air * How raviſh'd upon the conceit of Beauties which owe 
themſelves only to the paint which came out of the Poet's Ink-pot ? How ave 
they taken with pleaſure and ſorrow for the good and bad ſucceſs of the Romantick 
Lovers? They are apt alſo to draw to themſelves or their friends ſuch things as 
they read in far-fetch'd references : if the reſemblances ſute in ſome little pornts, 
they ſeemto do and ſuffer ſuch things ; and what fits not, they endeavour topatch 
#p with ſome feign'd coherency. 

But if inthe midf8 of this buſie Idleneſs they would admit a ſevere confide- 
ration of more important dnties negledted the while a few diſentanoled thoughts 
would rout the Troop of their fond Imaginations. 

——_—_ not altogether ſatisfied with that which 1 have ſaid, may 
reply, What, then is Fancy uſeleſs? 1s it not one of the natural faculties of 
the Soul ? Were any of them made to no purpoſe? 1s there any more proper en- 
tertainment for it they the Conceit and Language of awell-form'd Romance ? 
Many books, which pretend te declare better matters to us, do it ſo jejunely, that 
it is a work of more then ordinary patience to give them the reading ; and we are 

into a doubt, whethey or no thoſe who'wrote them did intend any ſhould make 
uſe of their Under ſtandings in the peruſal of them, or whether they were able to 
give that which others would expett as a reaſonable ſatisfaition. Beſides, we 
perceive many Books of grave Titles ſo afflicted with Diſputes about troxble- 
bme niceties and trifing Capriccio's, that wiſe perſons find the Pooks as little 
of kin to their Names, as the Contents are of ſmail Furtherance to their beſt 


Concernments. 
To 
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Totheſe things | anſwer ; Fancy 15 not uſeleſs, ana may as lawfully be gra- 
tified with excellent forms of Invention, as the Eye may entertain it ſelf with 
the Peauty of well-plac'd Colours, or the Senſe of Smelling pleaſe it ſelf with 
the odours of a delicions Roſe. Eut thoueh it le a Natural Faculty, yet it is 
under diſcipline of the Supream Governeſs of Soul and Loay, Reaſon » and 
when it wanders without its Keeper, out-ſtayung its time in allowed diverſions, 
or tranſereſſing the limits of ſuch Subjects 4s ſound Judgment permits, it re- 
turns abus d with hartful delight, and tnſtead of being Hs a decently, is uwor- 
thily proſtituted : in whoſe behalf the Rational Guide, which is not far off, will 
take notice and complain, as it doth often, and whip the Vagrant, and not ſpare 
to reproach it with the cheap rewars of fooliſh recreation, for the enjoyment of 
which ſhe miſpeat the time which (he took from her Prayers, and, it may be, for 
the reading of an lale Story nealettedthe Examination of her Conſcience; and 
afterward is made to underſtand that the ſame pleaſure which was pretended to 
be ſonght abroad, is to be found at Home. For Keaſon is no ſuch ſevere Mi- 

reſs as todetain us with Awe that is woid of Love and Foy; but beſides the 
ſolid Complacencies of Vertue, allows alſo the chearful entertainments of Wit 
and Fancy. There are Books geod ſtore where Truths of greateſt Importance 
are preſented, neither beſmeared with loath ſome Nonſence, nor blended with un- 
profitable Diſputes, which add nothing to Religion, but trouble and darkneſs; and 
where Excellent ſenſe and good words ofer themſelves in ſuch lyvely Embraces, 
that they are a perfett content to all beholders but ſuch as cannot Fancy, Under- 
fland and Love, Wit and ability of mind do ſoſbine in many Religious Diſ- 
courſes, that we cannot juſtly make that pretended acfect an Excuſe for our de- 
ſerting of ſober ſtudies. Now God forbid that we ſhould think his Gifts ſo im- 
prudently thrown amongſt men, that none ſhould be able to get them that would 
" them to the _— of that which muſt deſerves it, Vertue ; which, though 

;y reaſon of its innate beauty it leaſt needs any adwentitious ornament, yet doth 
not ſeorn the light wail of Romance, if it be of that faſhion which I ſhall by and 
by deſcribe. 

: "x 4 thing to be wondred at, That by many nothing is efteem'd witty, 
except Poetry aud Rowances; but that want of pa aoth notoriouſly 
diſcover it ſelf in thoſe perſons who are highly pleas'd with pitiful things. 
Divers of their admired Authors are ſo empty of true Worth, rhat if the 
en-ire ſexſe of thei; books were ſumm'd up, it would only amount to ſome ſmall 
matter as trivial as uſeleſs: And if moſt of them, whether Antient or Mo- 
dern, were examined with 4 Judicious Eye, they would appear to be full of the 
groſſeft Indecorums of Invention, as odious miſiepreſentations of Divinity, 
unnatural Deſcriptions of Human Life, Improper axd Prophane Alluſions 
to Sacied Things, frequent and palpable Contradictions, Sottiſh ſtories, 
and in hort, all the abſurdities of wild Imagination. J need not werifie this 
by brinzing together thoſe great multitudes of Inſtances which abound in that 
fort of books written in the Greek, Latin, Italian and French Languages. If 
any deſire, they may ſee it done largely in the Extravagant Sephns - 
cially in the Speeth of Clarimond 2» the 1 3th. book, not long fince wanted by 
Mr. Davies. 

For my own part | do not deſire that all Books ſhould be as aull as many are, 
and none compos'd, 4s all are not, todelight ; but I would have that delight true, 
and the quickneſs not evaporate into Lightneſs and Vanity. ls there no joy but 
laughter ? Doth nothing recreate but what is fabulous? Such as do not like true 
happineſs, becauſe it is a ſerious thing, have 4 reaſonable Soul beſtowed upon 
them in vain, and wonld have been better pleas'a if God had made them worſe, 
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and more content if God had not deſign'd them to ſo Noble an End. But thoſe 
which like nothing except what goes in a plain Rode of talk, may as reaſonably 
defire every body to ſpell, when they read. Such as would not have Truth pre- 
ſented in ingenuous Schemes of Diſcourſe, do fooliſhly condemn the wiſdom of the 
Antients, ſome of which we may not reprove without a kind of Elaſphemy : and 
whilſt they underſtand not the Excellent uſe of Ipologues, Parables, and ſuch like 
Meaes of ſfgnification, they are ſufficiently anſwer'd by the Confeſſion of their 
own Ignorance. There are ſeveral ſpirits in the World ; ſome will take a thing 
one way, that will not another. A Phyſttian will not wiſely quarrel with his 
Patient, becauſe he refuſeth to take the Pill unleſs it be gilded. There are alſo 
ſome perſons that neea to have ſome things told them, which becauſe they are 
guarded with the ſtately Circumſtance of Wordly Quality, one cannot ſo eafily 
come near them as in a Diſguiſe. HS 

- There are ſome brave minds, in whom Riches of Conceit are attended with 
Pncomparable Expreſſion : and Truth is not unwilling to be areſs'd by ſuch ; and 
thoſe which revile them for their —_—_ juſtly abhorr'd for their En 7,07 pitied 
for their Ignorance. It's a muſe tef” that aiftre ies moſt little Capacittes, 7mpo- 
rently to defire that all others ſhould be "A after their fize ; and having 
paſſionately, but fooliſhly, wiſh'd ſuch a thing a great while, at laſt they begin to 
believe that what they defire is ſo indeed. 

It is an wngrateful folly and a pride to be langh'd at, when men are unwilling 
that others ſhould endeavour to y 11h their Good, becauſe they Lw them not 
leave to Re them the way { doing of it : but - ould conſider, that 
there may be ſuch in the world which #nderſtand that which themſebves do nor, 
and are delighted with ſuch things as they contemn. 

Bat ſome that mean well, and think they are not miſtaken in wp” ſe of their 
Propeſition, humbly defire that thoſe Excellent Wits would lay their defign of 
Romante deeper then the Shallows of Fancy;that ſo the Reader may a rey upon 
every Shelf of Fittion, and that the ſtreams of Wit be made "i le for the 


Importation of ſuch Wiſdom as is neceſsary for our beſt life. The de lgn to pleaſe 

is then as well accompliſht ; but not terminating in the ſurface of Recreation, it 

is improv'd intoa higher advantage of thoſe nobler Faculties which God hath 
VER AS. | 

They think alſo that the way to this End is miſs'd, when the Authors account 
their Comtrivance poor, unleſs they can ſail under water too. Js when there is no 
moral deſign of making men better, the Work is done but by the Halves, as we 
ſay: ſo if that the u round in ſuch deep conceits as but few can dive into the 
bottom of them, their labour is ſo far only not loſt, as that ſome who are more in- 
genions will take the pains to underſtayd what they meant. 

To concude, I have not all this while poke my own Hopes concerning what I 
have performs d in this work, but my wiſhes were hearty that it might neither diſ- 
Pleaſe nor be nnprofitable. Whereas | have of groves laces reprov'd ſome things 
frequently found among (i Men, | only plead, that vs they make no ſcruple of 
aiting unworthily, Ithought 1 might juſtly take liberty to talk of it. And ſince 

have had the patience to be acquainted with what I would have done, if any 
body be pleas dawith that which is written, I ſhall not be - pune ; but if they 
be profited too, then I ſhall think that 1 have not labonred in vain. 
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great an aſſurance of the full determination 
of the Goldenand Silver Ages ; when * Bex- Good-xwill 
tivolio appear'd to the aſtoniſhment of the 
degenerate World, which could not remem- 
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in Complexion or Stature. He was ſo per- 
fectly wade up, that one might eaſily per- 
ceive Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Courage, to 
have done their utmoſt in his Compoſure. 
The eſteom of H15 Pertecttions did not riſe by the meaſure of thoſe diſpro- 
portions in which the corrupt Age fell below him, but by ſuch degrees as 
the eat rules of Vertue ſet up for an infallible Standard. | 
After a full acquaintance with the cuſtoms of his ownCountry, by which 
he arriv'd at great pertedion, and would have out-done them , but that 
they vcre ſuch as could not be exceeded, ( for he was born in the higher | 
* Theoprep:a)he had a great deſire to ſee other Countries ; not to make Ex- hy of Gel. ; 
periments by his Travel to ſatisfie Curioſity, which in him was very little ; 
Þut to deſerve ſichHonour as doth naturally accompany vertYuous attewpts, 
and !cave moſt real Eenefirs upon the beſtowers of it. 
He had naw gone over divers Kingdoms which adminiftred variety of 
Trials, and match'd Variety with Difficulty ; but in each he was ſo happi- 
Iv ſucceſsful, that every one's Admirabion ſtrove with Love, Who ſhould 
do1]m the molt Honour, His ſingular Good-Will keing the foundation of 
his 
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his Engagements , and thoſe ever anſwered with equal performances, tke 
people would take notice of him under no meaner CharaQer than a Father 
to Mankind. He could go no-where but Faine was his Harbinger , and 
rook up for him: the beſt Rooms in the Worthieſt Expecations, and 
provided all poſſible welcome in the moſt Noble Hearts. The 
Report of his Atchievements ran through the world with like ſpeep, 
and the ſame awful noiſe with which the Thunderclaps follow the Flaſhes 
2 The State of Of Light. He ſubdued ſeveral Bravo's, which infeſted the Regions of = 4x- 
Humanit), thropia ; in particular* Exriftes, who ranged up and down the Country of 


c heel or © Gynepicria ; a Rhexinous , who madethis abode inthe darkſome Vallies of 
viſhneſs. * Geloſia; and f Pinodipſo, who took a1 unworthy pleaſure in aflicing the 


| hewnnneg meaner ſort of People ; 'for, heuſ'd to cut them with a pPoyſoned Sword ; 
mind. and thoſe which were wounded, ſeemed afterward to dye fo many Deaths as 
r Zroionhie. , they lived Hours,and at laſt dyed indeed curſing. 
irs or ro Hemet Bellona inthe rough Deſarts of e Pammachia ; and ſhe being en- 
mu raged at the preſence of her ſworn Foe, running upon him with a Wowan- 
aw Punt py iſh fury, chanced to wound her ſelf in her right hand upon the point of 
Bentivolis's Sword ; whereupon ſhe let her own fall. Bertivelio took it up, 
and caſting his eyes upon the innocent blood with which it had been oft be- 
ſmeared, as he was going to break it, ſhe fe]] down upon her knees,and be- 
ſeeching him to hold his hand, promiſed, if he would reſtore her beloved 
Sword, ſhe would ſubmit to any Conditions which he ſhould appoint. Bez- 
tivelio knowing that ſhe was provided with other Weapons of as unmerci- 
ful effe&, call'd for the Scabbard, and having ſheath'd the cruel Blade, he 
took an oathof her never to draw it more in any Conntry where he ſhoul 
happen to be, and ſo diſmiſſed her to the great joy of the people w 
could never live in peace for her. 
Theſe, and ſuch like Accidents, caus'd divers conjecures in Mens minds, 
- concerning Bertivolio, who he ſhould be ; and whil'ſt ſome ſaid one thing, 
and others another ; ſome ſticked not to affirm with confidence that Her- 
cules was riſen from the dead ; and having changed his Lzoz's skin for 
the Lambs, and thrown away his Club , did more witkout it than with 
It, ; 
Having' paſſed ſeveral Nations , he came at laſt to the forlom Kingdon 
Miſchur, Of * te,which he judged the moſt loathſome that ever he ſaw, and did be- 
fore eſteem it impoſſible that any could be ſo bad, knowing well,that God 
never made any ſuch. He was no ſooner entred within the Borders ; bur 
the unhealthfulneſs of the Air had almoſt choaked his Vital Spirits, and be- 
ing removed from the gladſome Sun by a Chain of Hi'ls, that lifted uptkeir 
heads ſo high, that they intercepted the leaſt glance of his comfortatle 
beams, it was dark and ruefu]. He happened to light upon 2n obſcure Path 
whichlead to Ate*s houſe, which was encompaſſed with the pirchy ſhade 
of Cypreſs and Ebon-trees , ſo that it looked like the Region of Death : 
as he walked, he perceived the hollow pavement made with the skvlls of 
murdered Wretches. At the further end of this diſinal Walk , he eſpied a 
Court , whoſe Gates ſtand opennight and day ; in the midſt whereof was 
placed the Image of Cruelty, with a cupof Poyſon in one hand, anda 
Dagger all wet with Reeking Blood in the other ; her Hairs crawled up and 
down her neck,and ſonietimes wreathed themſelves about her head in knots 
of Snakes, Fire all the while ſparkling from her Mouth and Eves. Cron 
this he retumed, gueſſing it rather to ke the Temple of ſowe TInfer- 


nal Goddeſs, than t F Palaceof a Terreſtrial Queen. Ar the entrance 
of 
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of this curſed place, by a way which leads to a duskiſh Wood, he met two 
Women, which by their habit ſeem'dto be Furies of Hel, but were indeed 
attendants of Ate. Their names he learn'd to be * Sdegna, and Vendetta : 
and they, expreſſing their hearts in words which did not fit them; would 
needs intreat him to accept of ſich Accommodation as that Place would 
afford. Bentivolio well knowing what char muſt needs be, if the inſide 
correſponded with what he had ſeenand the Entertainment were to be 
given by ſuch Miniſters, wade at firit ſuch refuſal as might be interpreted 
Modeſty and Complement ; but at lengrh appearing to be Plain Dezzal after 
the vain repetition of many Entreaties; they appeared like themſcives ; 
for after ſome ill language, they haſtn'd away through the dark ſhade »f 
the thick Grove ,- detigninos a Revenge of their ſlighted offer ; though it 
was no: {5 mucha negleGed Civility, as a fruſtrated Malice. 

Fentivclio being thus delivered from an ugly Invitation,made haſte to 
ſeek a place where better people might more probably be expected. Being 
come to a neighbouring Town, he had been there but a little while before 
he found that the SubjedZs were too like the Deviliſh Tyrant that command- 
ed them. After ſome indignities recetv'd, for which he knew no reaſon but 
tha: thoſe which ofiered them had nothing elfe to give, as he was caſting in 
his mind what to do, ind after many thoughts, reſolved to abandon that 
Den of Devils ; he received a Letter from Aſtres,who the day beforewas 
ſent thicher to take vengeance of luch a Villany , as the Divine Juſtice; with- 
out a ſceming negle& of Government,could not ſuffer to beunpuniſted, and 
that haſtened the Executionof his purpoſe. The Letter contained theſe 
Words. 


BENTIVOLIO. | 

Am not ignorant who you are,and whence you come; and peradventure know 
J where y01t 47+ better than you do, having been here longer that your ſclf. In 
this place dwel: vcen Hatred , and unrelenting Spite. The Inhabitants, as 1 
unaerſtand. #» or 1er of the moſt wicked Ate, have a deſign to murder you.lhave 
ſent you herewith a ſword which you will need before you come into your ownComn- 
try ; if you forgo it not, you will percetve in time, that it was not an unfit ex- 
preſſion of 4 Friend's good will. As ſoon as you have read this Letter, be gone 

from this Earth , which I alſo will immediately leave. 

ASTRAA. 


Bentivolio having return'd ſuch an Anſwer as ſo great a Civility requi- 
red, deeply grieved with the cryes of the oppreſſed, and more with the in- 
corrigible miſery of thoſe who eſteemed all wrongs lawful,which furcher'd 
their own Intereſt, retired to a Port which was not far off, ( intending, if 
he might, to imbark himfelf from thence for * Argentora ; for he meant 
to return home that way, having received ſtrange reports concerning that 
Country, of whoſe truth he deſired to be certified,) and there he found 
a dhip which was driven in by Storms, weighing anchor, tot only becauſe 
the Wind Þlew fair to carry them off, bur becauſe the inhoſpitable tem- 
per of the people made their ſtay undeſirable. Bentivolio giving them no- 
tice of his deſire, and waking it acceptable with offers of money,they took 
him in. Before they had ſail'd many leagues, a new ſtorm aroſe; and the 
Weſt-Wind blew {> rempeſtuouſly that they could not manage the Ship: 
aftera whi'e the wind being ſomewhat appeas'd, they had alſo the com- 
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fo © to make land, and a Port happily preſented it ſelf. Bextivelio hoping 
that it wight poſſibly be Argentora, urg'd the Pilot by all means to put inz 
which they had nomind to do, fearing that 1t was the pace from which 
not above a year before they had ſtollen a Ship, where they were ſure to 
find ſuch we:come as that kind of gueſts doth reſerve. Bextivelio not 
knowing the grounds of their unwillingneſs, offer'd to their Conſiderati- 
on the uncertain event which this Szorm might have; It had a bad kegin- 
ning, and for ought they knew might make a worſe concluſion : ho-: ever 
it would be a great conſolation and ſecurity to ſee it blow over in a Far- 
boxr. The ela; inersneither minding his reaſons, not rega;d.ng the worth 
of his perſon, ( for they knew 1m not ) ſtood off, til: at !ait the Toat- 
ſwain came running up into the Maſter's Cabbin, and told then) tha: the 
Ship had ſprung a leak , which he could not ſtop, and tl.at the water came 
in ſo faſt, that they nwſt either ſeek preſervation aſhore, or fink. Upon this 
they chang'd their minds, and made what way they could to get into the 
Harbour ; where they were no ſoonerarriv'd, bur the Veſſel! was almo!t full 
of water,and,by that tine the Paſſengers and Sailers were got aſhore, it ſunk 
before their Eycs. 

Bentivelieunderſtanding by one of their Confeſſions, the juſtneſs of the 
Puniſhment, which, by reaſon of the place where they ſuffered, did ſoon 
call tumind their Sin ; gave them his char.tabie directions 10 he!p them to 
make the belt of ſo bad a matter, and diſcovering the place to be Argeptora 
after he had receiv 'd notice of his way, went up to a high clifr, that he 
might from thence pleaſe himſelf witha view of the Country , which was 
hid from his Eye bya Row of Hiils which ran along the Sea-coaſt ;- and 
when he had reach'd the top, he founda place fit for his purpoſe. 

It was that ſeaſon of the Year when the Earth puts on her moſt gorgeous 
Apparel to entertain the Sun, which doth then beſtow longer viſits upon 
that than the other Hoer:i-9z, and that preſented him with the lovelieſt Pro- 
ſped that Imagination acquainted with ſuch kind of things can defire,It was 
ſo far beyond ordinary Perfe&ion, that he thought ſure he was deceived, 
and that inſtead of ſome true piece of Nature's work , he beheld a deleQa- 
ble Contrivance of curious Art ; orelſe , that Sleep, which had abandon'd 
him for ſome nights before, had unawares ſurpriz'd him , and that he was 
now ina Dream ; where his fancy taking thoſe rare works which he had ſeen 
any where in pieces, and adding ſuch others to them as ſhe could deviſe, had 
united them all in one Glaſs, to repreſent the braveſt ſhew of a fair Coun- 
try that is poſſible either to exiſt or to be fancied, Having pleas'd him- 
ſelfa while with theſe amuſements, art laſt he recoileQted himſelf, and by 
ſuch ordinary tokens as do aſſure us that we are awake, he perceived that 
this was no Dream : and remembring that 4r# doth but imzzzate Nature,and 
is ſo far from out-doing, that it can never equal it: he was ſatisfied as to the 
reality of the ſight ; but withal from che newneſs of it ſo incomparably 
perfe& beyond all that he had ſeen before, he concluded that this was the 
Original exemplar of Proſpe&,and therefore comprehended and exhibited 
all the Poſſibilities of its Excellency at once. 

Looking ſtrait forward, he ſaw a Valley ſet forth with all the Embelliſh- 
ments that low ground is capable of, The rich fieldsof Corn, and green 
Meadows ay in ſeveral diviſions interchekered like great Beds of Flowers 
and freſh Graſs-plats ina large Garden. The Corn fields looked as if the 
Roots which were hid in them complained. that by miſtake of their own 
ſtrength through a great deſire to be fruitful , they had ſent forth more 
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talks than they could well ſupport,and the overladen Ears encreas'd the 
oppreſiion. The ſweet Graf; grew up ſo thick in the Meadows, that it 
ſcem'd to be {treightned for want of room, and yet crowded cloſer to make 
way for thoſe fragrant Flowers of all forts which grew up with it ; and 
theſe ming'ing their various colours as they beſt fitted the ſeveral Greens 
which they found there, made a ſhow like a rich Carpet, where Graſs was 
the Ground, rarely made up with beautiful! Embroideries of Flower-work. 
A little remov'd he ſaw brave Paſtures, which though they were opprefſ'd 
with the feet and mouths of daily gueſts that lived upon them , yet the 
inexhauitible ſoyl ſent forth Graſs, and upheld its growth both in thick- 
ne{sand height in ſpite of cheir Teeth. The humble R1vers, in the loweſt 
places they could find, crept amongſt theſe in ſuch proportionable wind- 
ings and careful diſtances, as if they defign'd to carry their ſtreams about 
with thac Univerſal reſped to the ground, that they would leave no place 
unwatered; and then they flid away with ſuch gentle ſlowneſs, as ſhow'd 
that they either doubted whether they had perform'd their duty,or, if they 
had, yet were loath to leave thofe pleaſant banks, but being driven for- 
ward by ſuch ſtreams as came to ſupply their places, they murmur'd along 
to teſtifie theunwillingneſs of their departure. Toward the riſing of the 
Hills, upon that fide which is beloved of the Sun, he ſaw moſt nob/e Hou- 
ſes, whoſe ſeveral forms, though ſomething different from each other, did 
all beara well-agreeing Witnels of greateſt arr in the rare po.ifhing and 
Excellent conjun&ions of the beſt materials of Edifice. Thole ſides which 
are viſited with colder winds were no leſs defended than adorn'd with well 
grown Woods , which had ſtood there beyond the memory of man ; and 
amongſt thoſe, the glory of that Countries Plants, Old Oakes lift up their 
ſtately heads ſupported with ſtrong bodies,ſo invelop'd with thick Bran- 
ches, that each Oak was more like a whole Wood than one fing!e Tree. 
Under this guard, in places fit for them, ſto00d all other Trees famous: for 
bearing of Fruit, in ſuch orderly Rows, that-if you look'd upon them in 
right lines or tranſverſe, you ſhould not ſee one of them out of his Rank. 
In Sunmer , theſe had moſt pleaſant emulations ; for whilſt each Branch 
vied with its neighbour for numbers , the Fruits themſelves ſhowing a'full 
growth, and adding alfo beautiful colours, endeavour'd with a lovely fight 
to anticipate the ſweetneſs of reliſh, but by ſo doing made the Taſt more 
acceprable,it being an addition of pleaſure when that which delights looks 
handſomely. £0 the virtues of accompliſh'd Souls are more graceful when 
they ſhine through Comely Bodies. The inferior Trees; which had not 
the Glory of Fruits, ſpread their leavy boughs to contrive cool ſhades,and 
wade themſelves ſafe cages for Muſical Birds, whoſedaily work wasto ſing 
for Joy, thateven ſo they ſhould contribute ſomething to the happineſs of 
ſicha Befſed Tfland. 

Amongſt theſe varietics he ſaw fair Towns and little Villages ſcatter'd up 
and down, but in ſuch convenient diſtances,that they ſeem'd like Bee-hives 
of divers ſorts orderly plac'd in ſeveral Gardens ; and he could not bur take 
notice how the numerous Inhabitants went out and in, like ſwarms of bu- 
fie Bees. 

[r gave him great delight to obſerve how through the middle of each 
Town, or not far from it,the ſtreams which had been driven from the fields 
came down infilver Brooks ; but much more, when he was to'd afterward 
that thev brought along with them great plenty of excellent Fiſhes, which 
the people needed not to trouble themſelves to catch; for they deſiring to 
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take themſelves priſoners,ſwam voluntarily every day into their Nets and 
Weels ; or if they did but throw a Hook into the water, they would hang 
themſelves upon it,and give thew notice that they might draw them out. 

His eyes being glutted with the Luxuriant pleaſantneſs of the Valley, 
he turn'd them toward the Ground; whichby its ſituation 1s lifred up ſome- 
what higher, and ſo more moderately moiſt : and there new Sights encoun- 
tred him;namely,ſuch numerous multitudes of well fleec'd ſheep upon large 
Walks, that made ita queſtion whether the grounds were over-grown 
with Sheep or the Sheep with Wool ; which what it wanted of the colour 
of the Golden Fleece, it did more than compenſate with Softneſs. Near 
co theſe he pleas'd himſelf to behold the large Parks,wherein goodly herds 
of comely Deer rang'd up and down, whilft the little Fawns- tripp'd after. 
them. 

But as by the long hearing of Excellent Muſick the powers of attention 
are tired ; the Body having joyn'd with the Soul in the free yieldirgof its 
ſelf to the melodious Simpathy of grateful Notes , the wearied Spirits, 
gathered together with a ſoft ſweetneſs, repole themſelves intheircel's by 
a ſilent ſluwber ; juſt as the troubled Bees are woo'd to cluſter themſelves 
upon the Branch of a Tree by the charming noiſe of Baſins : So it was with 
Beotivulis For being raviſh'd with ſo many pleafing Sights which he had 
attentively conſidered , his Eyes, <nfeebled with ſeeing, began to ſhut 
themſelves, and gave him leave to fall into a gentle ſlumber ; our of which 
he was ſoon awakn'd, andentred into a ſerious meditation of the defon of 
ſuchan extraordinary Work : not doubting but ſonuch coſtly c2re vi as be- 
ſtowed for a moſt conſiderable purpoſe. After wany thoughts, he reſolv'd 
that Liberal Nature, having accompliſh'd each part, that none could ſay 
which was beſt,- intended in the conſtitution of the whole to beſtow ſuch 
an unparalled Plenty upon the Country, as to put it beyond all neceſſity 
of beholdingneſs to Forreigners, and withal! took care that no Inhabitant 
ſhould be in danger of Want at Home, without a ſerdid difingenuity of the 

Natives. 

Bentivelioupon this Conſideration enamour'd with the Divine Benigni- 

ty,fe!l d own upon his kneesand ſaid. . 


Leſſed be thou , «Moſt Bountiful Creator ; the ſeveral Kingdoms of the 
B World aye thy little Families, and thou comprehendeſt in thy Fatherh care 
all things which thou haſt made. I thank thee for that fair Vortion of Earthly 
Bleſſings which thou haſt — upon this Iſland. Grant them alſo ( of thy 
Grace)ſuch Wiſdome and Charity,that none may. ſo covetouſly engroſſe thy ( ifts , 
as to make thoſe poor for whom thou haſt provided enough , and ſo inſtead of 
giving thee due praiſes for their own fulneſs, make themſelves guilty of the 
nnthankful murmurings of others occaſion'd by want. 


After this he began to think how the people beſtowed this abundance'; 
and concluded that, ſince it did in ſo great a meaſure exceed their neceſſi- 
ties, a great part of it muſt needs periſh for lack of uſe ; and turning to- 
wards the South, where the Sea preſented it ſelf, he perceiv'd under fail a 
great Fleet of Ships, with the advantage ofa proſperous galemaking way 
into the Haven: and he would certainly have concluded that thoſe Veſſe's 
came to fetch away the ſurpluſage, but that he remembred » in the Port 
where he firſt landed they came from other parts of the Word, laden with 

Coods 
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Goods of forreign growth in great Quantities, as rich I ines, excellent 
Fruits , gooa Corn ; and with cheſt, Sz/%s and Stuffs, Plate and Fewells, There- 
upon he iwagin'd that provident Nature bad appointed this Iiland as the 
+1a02zine of her Treaſures, and having lay 'd up all the riches of the Wor!d 
hereas in a Store-houſe;that they might be ſecure againſt a general Dearth. 
had moated it round and {trengthen'd it with a wall wade of Sand and Wa- 
ter, beſides a floating Bulwark, that was removeable to any place as 0Cca- 
{ton ſerv'd. 5 6, 

In the midſt of theſe thoughts, he went down the Hiil, to know 's the 
Inhabitants equa!l'd the Place : but before he came at the bottom, ic folind 
that they did not make rhat uſe of the Divine Goodneſs to which they vere 
abundantly oblig'd ; for he ſaw preſently , what he expected never tShave 
ſeen, inalittle Cave or hole in the fide of the Hill, a miſerable cotlple lying 
upon the ground, which were Husband and Wife ; he was call'd Lazarillo, 
ſhe * Penia: and whilſt he ſtood altoniſh'd with the miſery of their looks, + p,,... 
which were ſo wan, that no body could gueſs by that which appear'd in * 
their faces that they werealive, there cawe in two Chi:dren, a Boy anda 
Girl , his name was + Therodes, hers || Ta/epora. They were naked , except fBratiſ- 
where Nature is aſhamed to be uncovered; their carriage brutiſh,only they { AGwEnT, 
could ſpeak. Upon ſo ſad a fight, he could not abſtain from tears, mingled 
with a paſſionate Exclawation againſt the uncharitableneſs of mankind. 

Theſe were ſome of his words; O unſatiable covetoulneſs ! thou haſt xo plea- 
ſure but in too-much : nay it 1s a pleaſure to thee, if others have toc-l:ttle. Curſed 
root of Inhumanity , which haſt taken away the commiſeration f others ſor- 
rows ! Thou, Brat of Hell, haſt harden'd the hearts of men which are natural- 
ly foft. *Tis thow, haſt let that ill-favour d Hagg, Beggery, intothe World. Thou 
haſt brought in the poor to fill the world with Diſcontents and Curſes againſt 
God, whom by thy perſwaſtons they believe to have taken no care of them.Thou 
haſt made them to envy and hate thoſe, which are better provided for than thews- 
ſelves, which they would never have done, but that they ſee them deſtitute of 
Charity. Thos buſt ore'd Theft to riſe out of Hell,and to aſſociate with the neeaj, 
who ſteal that they may not ſtarve. Unreaſonable Deſire ! which haſt ſo beſotted 
men , that they have forgot Cvility, underſtand no proportions of Competency, me 
nor can truſt God though they do ſee him. Thou perverter of all Good, God hath 
provided more than enough to ſupply the wants of all his Creatures ; he which 
made them knew how much they would lack and hath given perfect direction con- 
cerning the uſe of his proviſions, which if they were obſery/'d, would turn Miſe- 
ry out of the World. O Enemy of Divine Charity ! that great band of the Uni- 
verſe, which if it were broke would cauſe the Heaven to fall it; pieces ! 

The trouble of this unpleaſant Meditation was broke off by the coming 
of a ſprightly Youth, which made haſte up the Hill, and calling at Lazaril- 
los Cave; ſaid, Lazarillo, my name is * Hermagathis, and 1 am ſent from a- , Regpy 
Charitable Lady which dwells not far off, who hath heard of your affliti- Meſſenger. 
ons, to Dring your Wife and Children to her houſe , where ſhe will take 
care of you all. - | | 

Benttvolio ſtartled at ſuch an unexpected accident , and being one that 
counted all mens happineſs his own,as much pleaſ'd with hearing the accep-. 
table contents of the Errand, as the poor folks to whom it was direded, 
preſently accoſted the young man, whom he could not bur love , for that 
blithe chearfulneſs with which he delivered the Expreſſions of his Ladie's 
Charity, and asked him, how his Lady underſtood that theſe poor folks 
dwelt in this wild place. My Lady, ſaid Hermagathws, hatha ſincere Joy 
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in relieving the wants of the poor, and that affe&ion wi:! enable any ro 
diſcover where they are. Bentivolio ask'd him how he knew the way to 
this place, or, whether he had been here before or no. No, ſaid Hermaga- 
thus ; for my Lady hath not been long in this Country : but I have gone ma- 
ny ſuch errands ; and whitherſcever I am ſent, ſhe alwaics gives me ſuch 
perfed directions that I never looſe my way. Upon this, Hermagathus 
looked round about to view the Cell, and ſeeing nothing But a little PFyok 
in the Rock-ſide(for that was all the goods they had, except an earthen Pat 
in which they boy!'d Roots and Herbs) he asked them, What it was ? They 
ſaid, they could not tel]. Now it was an old prayer-Book of their Grand- 
mothers: and Hermagathws bad them bring it with them ; for his Lady 
would have the Children taught to read it. So havins told them his La- 
die's name, and given them direGions to find her houſe, he left the poor 
peop'e, who began gladly to prepare for their journey, 

Bentivolio hoping to gain ſome intelligence of the Country from this 
young man, however deſirous to be inform'd more fu:ly concerning that ex- 
cellent Lady,went along with him,pretending that his journey lay that way: 
as indeed it did, for he deſired to ſee nothing ſo much as thoſe ſurviving ex- 
amplesof Charity, which were yet left in this Unmerciful Age. Hermaga- 
thus not a little glad of ſuch Company, expreſs'd an extraordinary, bur ve- 
ry rea!,defire of knowing whether, in any thing which he cou!d perform,he 
might make himſe:f leſs troubleſome to ſo noble a Companion. You need not 
doubt your acceptableneſsto a loneſome Travailer, ſaid Bentivolio; but 
you may alſo greatly oblige me, if you will give me a larger accompr of 
your Lady, her Houſe, and the manners of it. That.I will dowithall my 
heart, replied Hermagathws. And by this time they were come to the brow 
of a Hill, from which they might eaſily diſeern the Houſe ; and, as they 
walk'd along in fight of it, Hermagathus began thus. 

<Upon the further ſide of that pleaſant River ſtands my Ladie's Houſe; 
© it takes, as you ſee, the advantage of a little Aſcent : the way which leads 
* tO it from the River is pav'd with ſmooth ſtones:Tt hath a fair front iſpiece 
*and may be ſeen at a great diſtance : the Gates are broad, and ſtand alwaies 
* open: they lead intoa fair Court, where two Servants conſtantly attend 
*to condud all comers into a large Hall ; where the Steward of the houſe 
* takes notice of their reſped&ive Conditions, and makes proviſion for them 
* according to their ſeveral neceſſities. 

© The Houſe is two Stories high ; the Lower is appointed for Offices, the 
* Upper is divided into two parts,with a fair Gallery between the diviſions: 
© upon each ſide every Gueſt hath a Room by himſelf, furniſh'd with all ne- 
* ceſſary accommodations. The Officers which adminiſter ſuch things as 
*they want, do their work with ſuch exa& Care and loving Willingneſs, 
* that none can be ſerv'd better in their own houſes by the beſt-tutor'd and 
* moſt ready Servants. Every Gueſt may ſtay as long as he pleaſeth; and 
* whenany deſireth to be gone, they give him free leave. When thoſe that 
* come Sick have regain'd their Health, they are employ'd ſutable to their 
« diſpoſitions and abilities ; and in the time of their Sickneſs they are ac- 
* companied by ſuch as do not only take care of their Podily health, Eut en- 
* tertain their Minds with Excellent diſcourſes of the Concernments of their 
* Souls ; eſpecially about their Spiritual Nature, Immortality, and the juſt 
preparations for a Better Life. 

* That you may underſtand how they accompliſh al) this, the Houſe is, a 


; ou ſee, plac'd in the midſt of rich Lands,and they ſupply it with all need- 
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* ful proviſions. The Tenants pay but a ſmall part of their Rents in Mozey, 
* and infteacl of that, they bring in Corx of all ſorts, Wooland Flax,Sheep and 
© Oxen, Woodand Coles : and when the p: oviſions exceed, as they do in plen- 
«* tiful years, we lay up for times of Scarcity , for which we have conves 
© nient Store-houſes. The River, beſfidez good ſtore of Fiſh, brings up 
* from other places with great facility ſuch things as we arenot ſupplyed 
*withat Home. ; 

* Qur Store is not only preſerv'd, but exceedingly encreas'd, by reaſon 
* of that frugal way of living which my Lady uſfech, not only her (elf, but 
© her Retinue, content with a little for their own ſhare; deſirous to be rich 
* only in Good Works, and to abound in ſuch things of which they can ne- 
© ver bedepriv'd. 

© before the Houſe, lies a Phyſick-Garden, well ſtored with Medicinal 

* Herbs, as likewiſe with ſuchas are good for Food. Thoſe which come 
© in healthful, are uſually kept ſo by an Herb called Temperanza;which alſo rmperance. 
* is of great uſe to recover thoſe which are fick ; bur if it prevail not alone, 
* ſhe joyns with it ſome Cordialand ſudorifick Plants, which are not hard 
* to be had, for there is great plenty of them, and all the ſervants know 
© both which they are and how to uſe. them, and ſo doth every Patient after 
© the firſt time. Thoſe which have received the benefit of Health by tuch 
© eafie means; do ſomething ſuſpe& the tedious methods of ſome Phyſitians 
* as guilty of unworthy Artifices, and more accommodated to their own 
< Benefit than their patient's Relief , as I have ſometimes heard them ſay; 
© and that God hath not ſo wholly deſerted us in the daies of our Calamity, 
© as to lay thoſe things which ſhould help us ſo far to ſeek, as that we can- 
©not tel] where to find them. Bur I will not trouble you with any longer 
© diſcourſe of onr affairs ; but rather, ſince I perceive by your chearful 
« acceptance of my report, that it isnot ingrateful to you to underſtand the 
* way of our Life, I humbly intreat you to beſtow a Viſit upon my Lady 3 
* where,as I am ſure you will receive perfe& welcome,” fo I nake no doubt 
© but one of your worthy diſpoſition will be well content to gain the ac- 
* quaintance of ſuch an Excellent Perſon. 7 

Bextrvolio, taking great Conſolation'z that Charity was not wholly ba- 
niſh'd from the Earth, as he perceiv'd, by this Relation; and defiring much 
to ſee the prudent Government of a Houſe, wherea Stripling had learn'd ſuch 
Diſcretion ; told Hermagathus , that he would not fail to call there as he 
paſſ'd by : and beingnow come to the Rivers ſide, he deſired * Hermegathus i happy ny 
to go over ; for that he himſelf would ſtay a while, not ſo much to repoſe po 
himſelf, as to know what was become of the poor Travailers. Having 
diſiniſs'd Hermagathes, and ſtay'd longer for them than he thought the mea- 
ſuring of ſo much ground, though with a flow pace, wovld have required, 
he went bagk to meet them, fearing ſome miſchief bad befallen them , or 
that they had loſt their way : which indeed they kad , for, as one that met 
him gave him notice, they miſtaking their dire&tions, had gone out of the 
rode towards a houſe which belong'd to a Gentleman of a far different Tem- 
per from the Ladie's, whither they ſhould have gone; and there Benti- 
volio found them knocking at the Gate. The Porter looking ſourly through 
the Bars of a little Window which was in his Lodg , told them, thoſe 
Gates were made to ſhut, not to open ; to keep out Strangers, not to let 
them 10, His Maſter being near the Gate, and fearing; as he did alwaics, 
tl at ſome were come to rob him, ventur'd to peep upon the Thieves, but 
ſhut the lictle Loop-hole preſently, Syn, 09 are Ghoſts ; as he might well 


have 
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have call'd them, if they had had no more boxes than fleſh. They ſtill con- 
tinued knocking,deſiring entrance for Cod's ſake ; a Phraſe of ſinall regard 
at that houſe. * Plutepenes, the Maſter of the Houſe, pretending not to un- 
derſtand the Language, ask*d his Porter what they ſaid ;and away he went. 
I wonder, ſaith another Servant that ſtood by, that our Maſter is ſo dull to 
day, that he underſtands not his Mother-Tongue, There isno reaſon for 
that, quoch the Porter, ſince you know, let the Language be what it will , 
he never underſtands morethan he liſts ; nor hears what any body ſpeaks, 
nor knows what they ſay, if they ask any thing of him. 

Bentivolis, having ſeen the fruitleſs event of this vain attendance, call'd 
to the poor people ; Come, Come, ſaid he, you have knock'd at a wrong 
door ; you went to a Houſe unto which you were not invited ; there is 2 
River between thisand that , which you are to ſeek : I will direc you. 
When he had accompanied them almoſt to the Ferrie, he went alittle be- 
fore to provide the Boat againſt their coming. The Ferric-man with meek 
words and courteous behaviour demanded, if he would paſs over. Ver 
willingly, quoth Bertivolio ; only 1 expe the coming of ſome other Pal- 


* A merciful ſengers, who are not far off. However, ſaith * Oeirmon, for that was his 


{ man, 


name, I will put you oyer firſt ; for by that time, they will be here : more 
may chance to come than my Foat will well tranſport. To this Bextivolio 
conſented;and the Ferrie-man landed him ſafe upon the further ſide ; where 
he ſtaid to await his feeble followers. Oecdtirmon had not been long re- 
turn'd, but they came, whom with careful hand he plac'd in his Boat : and 
as he was ready to put off; there came a.tel!ow hollowing as he ran, and 
puffing cryed; Hold, hold, Oefirmon, taking notice of his grim Viſage and 
clutch'd fingers, What, ſaith he, yoware one of Pluzoperes his ſervants. Yes, 
faith he, andmy Maſter js hard by, who comes to make a Viſit to your La- 
dy. I deſire you, ſince there is room, to take him in with you. I wonder 
atthis, replyed Oe&irmen ; for he never paſs'd this way in all his life, that 
I remember. God grant/his coming be for good : I: am much affraid what 
it will be : but if he will go over,heſhall ;. our cuſtom 1s to be civil to all; 
I have order to take Tn as many as my: Boat will hold. By this time Pluto- 
penes was come, being out of breathwith unuſual walking ; forhe had not 
been out of his houſe for many-years, and had a great bunch of heavy 
Keys upon his back, having lock'd up all the doors of his houſe, leſt his 
ſervants ſhould run away: with his money 3 and þy chance he was fat and 


' ſweated extreamly. In goes he to the Boat, but with ſuch an unlucky haſte, 


* Foverty. 


that the weight of his body, and the ſuddennefſs of the ſwag, overturn'd 
the veſſel upon the Paſſengers. Plutopenes ſunk to-the bottom of the River 
near the Bank-ſide; and his man, ſomething doubting whether he ſhould 
endeavour to ſave him or no , yet ſeeing him come up, caught hold of his 
left Arm, and he with hisright Hand, ſufficiently taught to catch and hold 
faſt, got the Poſt to which .the Boat was faſtned, and ſo with much ado 
ſcrambled out. Never minding what was become of the reſt, or ſo much 
as once looking back, away he trudg'd, inwardly glad to think that they 
would never trouble his Gate more ; yet pretending to his man a great rage 
againſt OefRirmon, and that he would have his life, but that he had loſt ir 
already, for having defign'd to drown him. * Lazarith and his ſorry Fami- 
ly weredrown'd ; though OeZirmon would fain have ſav'd thew. Alas / 
it wasnot in his power: for asthe Boat was overwhelm'd, Plutopenes baving 
hold of his hand, pull'd him ſo deep under water, that he had mich ado to 
get clear of him : ſo that though he could ſwim , by which means ” _ 
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}imſelf , yer the ſwiftneſs of the ſtream having carried away therr bodies, 
who, being weak and unskilful, could do nothing to help themſelves, they 
were quickly ſo far gone , that before Oefirmon was able to oficr it, ley 
were paſt the recovery of hisafſiſtance. Swimming over to Bext:volts, he 
wept ſo heartily all the way, that the good Gentleman could not but bear 
him company, having ſeen the lamentable occaſion of thoſe tears , which 
was not in his power to he!p. 

As they went along towards the Houſe, Oe&irmoz told Bentivolio, that 
his miſ-giving heart preſag'd this,or ſome ſuch unhappy event of Plutopexes 
his approach, it having been his conſtant practiſe to break all the Deſigns 
of Charity which he could hear of. He told himof ſeveral young men, 
whoſe lands he had got into unjuſt poſſeſſion by the rigorous forfeiture of 
ſome petty Mortgage z hoiv many Widows he had cefrauded of theirſmal! 
portions of money , and whoſe houſes he had devoured ; and how many 
poor Houſe-keepers he had brought to plain beggery, withan extortio- 
nate loan of a little money, ſo that this was not the firſt time he had ſax the 

200r. 
By that time he had made anend of a few ſtories, they were come to the 
Houſe; where the Lady awaited his arrival with ſuch expeGations as ſhe 
had only for an extraordinary Gueſt: which were partly occaſion'd by thoſe 
high praiſes wherewith Hermagathus bad extol'd both the Excellency of 


Bentivolio's perſon , and the equal ſweetneſs of his manners ; but chiefly | 


upon a Conceit which ſhe kept ſecret in her own Breaſt, that he was her 
Brother : and walking up and down the Hall as Bextivolio came in,ſhe found 
her divination true. 

Here I dare not offer to undertake the relation of thoſe exceſſive joys 
which were kindled in both theirhearts upon this happy interview : thoſe 
glorious Flouriſhes wherein the paſſions of Romantick Lovers are deſcri- 
bed,are but faint ſhadows of that ſubſtantial Contentment which theſe two 
Vertuous perſons really experimented ; and therefore I lay themby as uſe- 
leſs. Neither are they ſuitable to this Pleaſure, which grew ſo much grea- 
ter, and exceeding in reality, as it was grounded upon nothing but ſuch 
Goodneſs and Worth as is of a ſpiritual and more rais'd Nature ; and indeed 
was the ſame kind of Solace which Holy Souls enjoy in the Eternal World. 

The by-ſtanders equall'd this joy with wonder ; and well knowing the 
great Prudence and unparallel'd Goodneſs of the Lady, and ſeeing nothing 
but a moſt fair appearance of all Perfe@ions in the Gentleman, as the Cauſe 
of ſuch extraordinary afteGtions was wore inevident,they found themſelves 
fix'd in Silence and Admiration. Some which were more ingenuous, thought 
they had a rare Viſion of ſuch Gods as Homer talks of, which know one 
another whenſoever they meet, though they live in divers Countries. But 
theſe doubts were ſuddenly reſolv'd , when {rania( for that was the La- 
dy's name) having perform'd all civility which belong'd to the firſt ſaluta- 
tions, ſaid ; Come, Brother, let us withdraw from this place, leſt by ſtay- 
ing here t09 long to indulge our affections, we neglect ſuch duties as ought 
to be perform'd in regard of your preſent ſtate , which I defire to under- 
ſtand. 

They retir'd into a Summer-Parlor,and after a ſhort repoſe ſweetn'd with 
pleaſant Conferences, in which they gave and received an interchangeable 
report of ſuch things, as had happen'd to them fince their parting, Uraniz 
_ defir'd her Brother to takenotice of a Gentleman whom ſhe had ſent for , 
with ſuch reſpe& as ſhe might beſpeak for one whom ſhe judg'd not unwor- 
thy of his Friendſhip. C 2 He 
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He yas ca:l'd * Laparetus ; and though he was her Brother,ſhe conceal'd 
hisname , deſiring to lurprize Bentivelio with a 1ew ioy, for ke knew not 
that Sanaretus wasthere. As ſoon as Paxaretus was come into theRcoom, 
Bentivolio perceiv'd the Pleaſure, which he thought before ſwell'd to all 
poſſible Exents , tO grow yet bigger,and was forc'd toadt over again that 
delightful part which he had but even then pertorm'd. Paxaretas receiv'd 
this moſt acceptable encounter with ſucha paſſionate joy, as the ſight of a 
Brother-who had been long abſent, and whom he had alwaics endear'd to 
himſelf with the greateſt aſle&ions, muſt needs produce. Then they enter- 
tain'd each other with glad calutcs,and reflected mutually the ſame Love in 
various Expreiiions. 

When they had ſpent ſome time in this ſort of Intercourſe , all Three 
pleaſing themſelves to conſider in what equal proportions an extraordi- 
nary Happineſs was beſtowed among them all, Ocdirmon fearing that the 
extremity of ſuch unexpected Joys had quite put out of Bextivolio's mind 
the remembrance of the lateaccidents,with which he thought others ought 
to be afieted, meaſuring their Duty by thoſe ſtrong ſentiments of Pit y 
which he found in his own Breaſt, had a great deſire to impart the trouLles 
of his mind to Hrania ; that ſo though the Wrongs could not be reliev*d,yet 
his Grief might be ſomething al:ayed by her Sympathy, whilſthe receiv'd 
a ſad account of the miſcarriage of her charitable intendmeats. Bextivolio, 
who was before unwilling to wix ſuch ſad notes with the pleaſantneſs of 
the foregoing Harmony , having been an Eye-witneſs , was forc'd now to 
bear his part by atteſting Oecirmon's too true Relation. After they had 
made ſuch moral improvements as a Calamity in it ſelf incapable of repa- 
ration would allow, the night being come, they reſolv'd to put off the de- 
termination of what was to be done in the caſe,till Morning ; and after the 
repaſt of a moderate Supper, each of them betook themſelves, though with 
an unwilling willingneſs, to their neceſſary repoſe. 

In the morning {rants riſing not long after the Sun, went out of her Cham- 
ber, and underſtanding that Bextivolio was walking in the Garden, having 
gone down a little before, ſhe ſent a ſervant to detire him to come to her. 
After the paſſing of mutual gratulations and good wiſhes, ſhe acquainted 
him with her Purpoſe, which ſhe would not put in Execution without his 
adviſe, which was to ſee Plutgpenes ; not ſo much to repay the Viſit which 
he pretended to have made to her the day before, or to condole his miſ- 
fortune,which ſhe deem'd too flight a Puniſhment for the miſchievous raſh- 
neſs by which he fell into it, but to take this opportunity of adminiſtring 
ſome Counſel which ſhe had to give him, coubting whether ſhe might ever 
meet with the like again. 

Bentivelia approv'd her Deſign, and having accompanied her over the 
River, ſhe deſired him to trouble himſelf no furthers for that ſhe and Fa- 


gearetus would ſoon accompliſh that ſmall buſineſs, which ſhe had to do, and 


return to him ere many hours were expir'd. As ſoon as they were gone 
out of ſight, Bextivolioemploy*'d himſelf in Enqui:y af.er the dead bodies 
of Lazarilloand the reſt which were drown*d. He had not pgone far be- 
fore he underſtood that they were ſtop'd at a Bridg, being catcht in nets not 
laid for ſuch purpoſes ; and having given order for their decent burial , he 
retumn'd towards the Ferrie, intending to divert himſelf upon the banks of 
that fair River, till {rand's retnrn., 

The thoughts of the niggardly Pluropenes being freſh inhis mind, he im- 


ploy'd the remainder of his time to draw the ugly Picture of Covetonſneſs 
| In 
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'2ky of Verſes, which T ain willing to inſert here, becauſe in them he 
th own how Poverty comes into the World, notwithſtanding God's 
ci provifions ; and prov'd, that the Penignity of h1s Intentions 15 


-iicval to our Happineſs only by the Urcharitableneſs of men. 


They Legan thus, 


It is but juſt : We finn'd ſince that , I ceaſe 
From quarrels : "Twas a Bleſſing to — 
Though now a Curſe, The teeming Earth aoth breed 
Alore than the Fruits which it brings forth will feed. 
It ſcems of late God hath reſum'd the Curſe, 
And for on? ſins grown greater made it wor ſe. 
Then we had Bread, though it was bought with Sweat : 
WH c Sweat ſtill, but it doth not earn our Meas. 
ea live too long perhaps, or ſome too ſoon 
Come, before thoje , which ſhould make room, are gone, 
If Death were net grown ldle , we ſhould thrive : 
I} e are too many all at once alive. 
V%, that's not it. They had enough of Ola, 
Tet livv'd till our ſhort Age they ten times told. 
He which made All things , knew what they would want, 
And aia xot give Allowances ſo ſcant. 
That men could think their & Maker was but Poor, 
Or, which is worſe, through Envy hid his ſtore. 
No, no, Rich Bounty, thy kind hands did make 
Thy Gifts Great, like the Giver, for our ſake. 
The Meaſures are large fiz'd, which thou doſt fill ; 
And theurh they are preſs'd down, run over flill. 
But we are greedy, and through Awvarice carve 
Such Portions to our ſelves, that others ſtarve 
IW hilſt we are glutted : nay, though they complain 
When we have robb'd, we count their loſs juſt gain ; 
nd joftling others cry, All ſcrambling's fair ; 
Some All, Some Nothing is an Equal ſhare. 
Thus our Sins further others Faults and Woe, 
Whilſt God ts Curs'd by us and for 1s too. 
{nd with our wants we falſly charge the Earth : 
Fngroſſers Barns are full in years of Dearth. 
Thus wicked Murmurs, which ſeem juſt, by ſuch 
Are caus'd who ſeek more thongh they have too much, 
But part with Nothing. Tow with far more eaſe . 
M. ighe rob the Gardens of th' Heſperides. 
I: Dragon's ſtead had we look'd to the Fleece, 
The Argonauts had ſaifd inwvain from Greece. 
We make an Iron Cheſt the fatal lrg; 
Whence Gold once buried never doth return. 
The Love of Having is that wide-month'd Pit 
Which hath no ground; God's Plenty's bſt init : 
Or, like thoſe Monſters which fat Kine ſtrof d, 
Is Hungry and Lean ſtill ; fill'd, but mit cloy'd. 
For whenour true Neceſſities are ſuppl de, 
Rather than wee'l the Qwverplus divide, 
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We frame phantaſtick needs, and fo defraud 
Theſe Stomacks which for want of Meat are 2nay'd : 
And think we do a good Excuſe deviſe, 
We have our Eellies filPd, but not our F yes. 
Then Luxury makes Artificial F eaſls, 
As if we meant to poſe , not feed our Cueſts ; 
Having contriv'd ſuch curious ſorts of Meat, 
They know not what they do, which they ſhould Fat. 
Then Gold, which anſwers all the Poor's behoofs, 
Shizes to ſmall purpoſe in the Gliſtering Koofs 
Of Stately Dining- Kooms ; or 0 the Door 
Where they ask {lms it is beſtow'd before. 

Our Native Wool, which made that Home-ſpun ſtuff 
Which our brave Anceſtors thought good enough, 
When Eoſpitality was clad in freeze, 

Doth not become ſuch handſome times as theſe. 
Though we might know it fits our Climate beſt, 
It muſt be Shipe to fetch us from the Eaſt 
What fits our Humonrs. We find Silks too full 
Of Heat, when ſome are Cold for want of Wool. 
Thus we affront the Grounds of ancient Praiſe 
And ſcorn the Patterns of more ſober dates. 

_— Beaſt ! will nothing quench thy Thriſt ? 

ere, try a Recipe. Drink Tagus fuſt 

And then PaGolus : If theſe will not ao, 

Then take the Ocean and arink that up too. 

But all the Virtue of Unfathow'd Seas 

Cannot relieve the Thirſt of this Diſeaſe. 


Hraniz being come to the Gate, Panaretus knock'd. The Porter look- 
ing forth of his little Window , they demanded entrance, as having ſome 
bufineſs of importance to communicate to Plutopenes, and withal gave him 
ſome money , which was currant at the ſame value with the ſervants that it 
was with the Maſter, and was a general key which open'd any lock of the 
Houſe. When they came almoſt to the Hall-door, Plutopenes alarm'd with 
the opening of his Gates, came forth like one frightned with Thunder ; 
but ſeeing only a Woman and one man, and having ſome ſervants in the 
houſe, he made a ſhift ſo far to ſubdue his fears, as to bid them come into 
his Hall ; where {{rania began thus to accoſt him. Sr, ſaid ſhe, I come 
not to beg any thing of you (he was very glad of that ; ) but to repay you 
a Viſit, Che had been as well pleas'dif ſhe had ſaid nothing;) and to inform 
you of what may make to your ſingular benefit. I ſhall acquaint you with 
ſome particulars in which you ſufter agreat Damage, which no-body doth 
reveal to you ; and give you ſome advice concerning the improvement of 
your Eftate, Art theſe words, which he underſtood to ſpeak Profit, he litr 
up his ears; and partly to ſhow a little forc'd civility , partly tobe vut of 
his ſervants hearing, leaſt they ſhould cheat him of the benefit of ſo good 
news, by underſtanding it as well as himſelf,he pray'd themafterhis faſhion 
to walk intoa Parlor, which indeed was more Cave than Parlor. She, not 
knowing what might happen , deſired that Paxaretus might come ina'ong 
with her, telling him that the deſign of his Profit was wholly lay'd by that 
Vertuous Gentleman. Upon thoſe words he conſented , though with no 
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ſvall jealouſie of being robb'd. Through a dark entry , where no light 
ever came but what was caſt by a Torch, which was held by a grim Porcer, 
who fac'd them; as if he would have knock'd them down with his looks , 
they came to an [ron door, which had mally locks : this being open'd, they 
came intoa kind of a Vault enl:;ghtned with a ruſty Lamp, by which they 
perceiv'da great company of Iron Cheſts where he kept his Gold and Si!- 
ver cloſe priſoners; only for want of room there, ſome had a little more 
liberty, lying in heaps in ſeveral corners of the Grott or Grove, where he 
and his money were buried together. Knowing well that he expected not, 
nor ever offered Complement, * Sir, quoth Urania, General Report ſpeaks 
* of you, as a man of vaſt Riches : but I have heard ſome few , which pre- 
© tend to better knowledge of you,to ſay,that you are very poor; and now 
<[ find it to be true. I am ſorry for you ; ( but he was glad, thinking, 
© becauſe the eſteemed him poor, that ſhe came to give him ſomething. } Its 
*true, ſome would eſteem this a great Treaſure which you poſſeſs: but alas? 
«what is it to your neceſſities, who want both this and a thouſand times 
< more ? Your wants lie in the greatneſs of your Defirez, and I am affraid it 
© is next to impoſſible to provide ſo nuch as a Competency for you. That 
«which I amable to beſtow, is a very ſinail Alms ; but ſuchas it is,I will im- 
* part it freely. Though I have not Moneys or Lands togive you, yer [ 
* will endeavour to ſhow you a way infinitely to improve your own Eſtate , 
* and to diſcover to you, as I ſaid before, what keeps you ſo poor. Firſt, 
«you have no uſe of your Moxey, which indeed theſe thieviſh Cheſts have 
©ſtollen and kept from you. Many of your Houſes fall down, becauſe no 
© body dwells in them ; your Manzors and Laxas return but toan improfi- 
*table account, becauſe you have more than you know what todo with. 


« I perceive you want the aſſiſtance of excellent Stewards, that might im. . 


© prove your fortunes exceedingly, by relieving with them the neceſſities 
«© of the poor neighbourhood ; and, advance, by the prudent diſpoſal of 
« ſuperfluous ſums, Mechanical Arts and ingenuous Sciences, which would 
© return into your Coffers, with an unſpeakable encreaſe, the Comforts of 
© the poor's Prayers , the Bleſſings of Charity, and the true honour of be- 
© ing a BenefaQtor to Mankind. Beſides the avaritious Ruſt which eats ouc 
© your Money, there is a Canker alſo which preys upon your Eſtate ; 
«which is the Fraud by which you have gotten it, and the Curſe of thoſe 
*evil Counſels and Principles with which you hinder others from doing any 
$ Good. ' 

* As for Example, You perſwade them to build no Alms-houſes, becauſe 
* others will ſell what they give : and when they tell you they have ſo (et- 
*;ed their Gif * y Law, that if they be converted to any other uſe, they 
* ſhall immedi. ly return to their heirs : you tell them, they will not. When 
© you are ask'd concerning that proportion of Eſtate which one may call a 
* Competency ; you anſwer, All that one can ſcrape together is but a Com- 
* petency ;; and that the way to come to it, is, to ſpend nothing upan ſuch 
* improfitable buſineſs as Charity. So that no good Deſign can be propoun- 
* ded, but youare ready to contradi& it with ſuch Reaſons as you are ever 
« framing in this ſhop of Covetouſneſs : and beſides that, your conſtant Ex- 
* ample hath corrupted Thouſands who had better inclinations : you drow- 
* ned four miſerable Wretches yeſterday, as they vvere upon their vvay to 
© one that vvould have relieved them. — 

Plutepenes much ga'l'd with this talk , hoping ſhe would end.as ſhe be- 
gan, with ſome Comfortable word, made a ſhift to endure it all this while; 

bur 
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but now being unable to hope or hear further, cryed out, as if his throat 
had been cut, Harpagus, Harpagas ! At which unexpected noiſe in he ruſh- 
eth with his Club ; £topenes ſtill crying, knock them down Harpagus , 
Knock them down. Panaretns, ſeeing the fellow too ready to obey ſuch a 
vile Command , having drawn his Sword, ſaid, Lay down your Club, we 
offer no wrong 3 but if you will net ; I ſhalldiſenable you for ever taking 
it upagain. So interpoſing his body between him and Hr4pia , whilſt the 
Villain made ready to fetch a blow, Peneretss gave him ſuch a ſtroke upon 
his right arm as he lift it up, that his Club fell backward ; and guarding 
Hranis out of the Houſe , where no body was willing to detain them, they 
made haſte towards the Water. But they were much ſtartled with a cloud 
of Smoke, which they ſaw about {raepid's Houſe ; and when they came to 
the River , they found Bentivolis inthe ſame perplexed gueſſes concerning 
it ; but they were ſoon reſolv'd with the cries of a difinal meſſenger , one 
of {rania's ſervants, who running and making as loud a noiſe as one could 
that was half dead with fear, call'd, Oe#irmox, Oeftirmon ! They had no 
ſooner perceiv'd him to be Hermagathus, but Hranizand both her Brothers 
prepar'd to go into the Boat ; which he ſeeing, cryed out vehemently, No, 
no ; I muſt come over to you: Thereupon Uraxis bad OeFirmon fetch him 
over, being aſſured ſomeextraordinary diſaſter had put the youth into this 
paſſion. As ſoonas he was come , he begins, Alas Madam ! you had not 
been gone half an hour, before a Troop of Horſe begirt the Houſe round; 
having kill'd the Pilgrims , and plunder'd it throughly , they have burnc 
itdown , of which yonder ſmoke is a ſad witneſs. They intend, as I 
over-heard ſome of them ſay, to polleſ; themſelves of the Lands, by an or- 
der that they have for it from one whoſe name I cannot remember, and ex- 
preſſed a great vexation when they could not find your perſon, againſt 
which they vented their fury in outragious threatnings. This Troop was 
commanded by one call'd Leſftrygon, who pretended that he was ſent ro 
ſearch the Houſe for ſome Conſpirators , which were reported to be har- 
bour'd there, and to demoliſh it. | 
{{rania not much abaſh'd at that which ſhe had in ſome” meaſure expec- 
ted, bearing up againſt a great affliion with a greater Courage, expreſs'd 
her ſelf thus, My dear Brother, now, now you are in Argertors ; you begin to 
ſce what kind of people dwell in this Country.I have received many affronts 
in that little time which I have ſojourn'd here, and that which they have of- 
ten threatned, as I was inform'd, they have now payed, Let's retire to 
yonder Wood , where we may with ſafery conſult what courſe to take. 
When they were ſate upon'a green Bank which offer'd it ſelf under the 
cool ſhade of an old Beech,f{renis faid it was her opinion, That they ſhould 
retum into Theoprepia. Bentivolio , out of extream Good-will- to thoſe 
which little deſerv'd it, was much troubled that ſo rare an Example of 
Divine Charity ſhould be removed, knowing well that a dark Night would 
follow the ſetting of ſucha Sun ; and, that the Unworthy might by kind- 
neſs yet beconquer'd into a better Temper , with ſuch Arguments as he 
conld he perſwaded her Stay. She alledg'd the ſmall ſucceſs of her former 
pains, and having no habitation left her, though ſhe would attempt further: 
She continued her reſolutions to ſtayno longer , to receive more Wrongs 
where ſhe could do no good; telling him withal, That ſhe would take her 
Journey home through the Kingdom of Piacenza , which was then govern'd 
by a Voluptuous Queen, and that if occaſion ſerv'd ſhe would endeavour 


their Reconciliation to Vertue. 
Benti- 
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Bentivolio finding his hopes of Reformation quite overthrown by {4 
xia's deſpair, conſented to her intendivents, only with this earneſt entrea> 
ty, that he might have leave to wander a while through the borders of 4- 
cextora, after which he would meet her in the Metropolis of Fanaſembla; 
where they would give and receive an account ot each others Travels. 
Hrania having ſignified her conſent , they parted after mutual Farewels. 
which were perform'd with leſs Ceremony and repetitions , kecauſe they 
hoped to meet again in a few daies. 

Bentivolio took the lower rode which goes through the Southern parts 
of Argentora, accompanied only with Hermagathus, whom he loved not 
only for thoſe handſowneſſes which he ſai in him the day before, buta!ſ,) 
for a new Experiment of his Ingenuity : for when ranze's houſe was en- 
compaſſed with Soldiers , he ſtole down into a ſhady part of the Garden, 
where he lay hid till he perceiv'd they had withdrawn themſelves into the 
Houſe , and then by a back-way which led privately tothe River, brought 
along with him {renia's Cabinet of Jewels, and Beptivolio's Sword which 
Aſtra gave him. by 

They came after ſome hours Travail into a pleaſant Grove, not far from 
the way which lay through it ; and Bextivolts eſpyinga ſhadyWalk furniſh'd 
with a couvenieat ſeat , he ſate down to reſt himſelf awhile. Behind him 
at a ſinall diſtance was a 'Thicket of Buſhes and in them a cloſe Arbour, 
where a young Gentleman was newly retired, who ina Tune between plea- 
ſant and ſad, accommodated to a Theorbo a ditty which was his own Story. 


He ſeem'd with his Song to entertain the Wiſe Lady Dyſemeria, with whom 4 Fiftiow 


of late he had contracted an intimate acquaintance. 

The Song being ended, he laid by his Lute, intending to take his uſual 
Wa'k, and then return home to Supper. Bentivolis eſpicd him as he came 
forth of the Thicker, and having receiv'd great content in his Muſick, being 
never laſt in courteſie though he had conmitted no fault, he began immedi- 
ately to crave pardon of the Gentleman for having unawares invaded his 
privacy ; ſince that ſeeking the eomfort of his own Retirements, he was 
brought, without deſigning any thing elſe, to the knowledge of his pre- 
ſence there, which if he had known before, Civility would have depriy'd 
him of thoſe Joys which now he had gladly ſtollen with an involuntary 


Thefc. - Erotocles, (for that was the Gentleman's name) though ſomthing 2% ctoif 
ſurprizd, yet as muchpleas'd with the high Civility of words defivered ew 


by a perſon of moſt gentle preſence, anſwer-d, Sir, you are as far from the 
neceſſity of making Excuſes, as you are from having perform'd any thing 
that doth deſerve them. Nothing needs an Excuſe but a Fault ; and if you 
have offended any body, ſuppoſe you meant my ſelf: All that Ihave to blame 
you for, is, that you have made me to find one unawares whom I ſhould 
have ſought in vain throughout all this miſerable Countrey. Bentivolis a 
little bluſhing, replied, Sir, I perceive amongſt your other Perfe&ions you 
have entertain'd a great Charity for ſtrangers , and are apt to frame the 
beſt thoughts of others that you can, till you ſee reaſon to the contrary, 
and to withhold your Afſent to plauſible grounds of ſuſpition till you 
have examined them; and therefore I pray you to excuſe me if I be 
further \» boid with you,as to defire that Happineſs in your Acquaintance; 
unto which your benign deportment hath given me ſo- fair an invitation. 
You ask,anſwer'dFrorocles,fo ſmalla thing that it 1s not worth your having; 
yet I ſhould make no ſcruple of obeying your Command, but that perad- 
venture the diſcovery of my ſelf and the relation of my Condition would 
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give you the knowledg of ſuch Misfortunes as night occaſion your Grief , 
lince I judg you not uncapable of Compaſſion ; and therefore I delire, you 
would let me perform that which I think to be my duty in this point ty <1- 
lence. No, 1 befeech you, ſaid Bextivelio; for as it 1s impoſſible I ſhou'd 
ever undervalue one of your Worth upon ſo inconliderable a ground as Ad- 
verlity ; it may bealſo that my knowledg of your Wrongs may ke ſure fur- 
therance to your Vindication : for how poor ſcever ] aw inability, yet ] 
am provided of ſo much Good-will , that, what I canrot by wy afliftance 
take off from you wholly, I ſhall not refuſe to bear in part with you by Un- 
feigned Sympathy. | | 

Erotocles overcome with the reſentments of ſuch a generous Chariry,was 
content to make known his Afictions. I am, faith he, Erotocles, the un- 
fortunate ſon of Phzlopantas, who was Lord of a fair Patonrie in this Coun- 
try. No Father was ever more loved by his Children, than he was ho- 
noured by his Tenants : His Univerſal Charity was ſo plentifully beſtow- 
ed among them all, that they call'd him by no other Name than Father ; 
His Exemplary Righteouſneſs was ſo publickly known, that they fear'd to 
do Wrong, not ſonuch becauſe they were ſure he would puniſh their Sin, 
but he made Righteouſneſs ſo lovely by bis own praGiice that they hated tro 
do Wrong. Mis Seat was magnificent , his Lands ſituated between Plea- 
ſantneſs and Riches, and ſo became the Objet of Envy to the Covetaus, 
as his Holy Life was grievous to all wicked perſons, who were conſtantly 
upbraided and condemned by it. He was divers times aſſaulted, and put 
in mind by rude attempts of the uncertainty of Worldly State, which he 
never forgot however ; for he made the daily conſideration of it the rea- 
ſonof his true contempt of ſuch things, which others beſtow their beſt 
AﬀeGions upon with great Admiration. 

He was once troubled, I remember, with a company of rude fellows , 
beggarly in their Condition, and worſe in their Temper, which was cont 
poſs'd of Covetouſneſs, Diſcontent, and fooliſh Arrogance 3 who preten- 
ding the Injuſtice which is in the unequal Diviſion of the VVorld, would 
needs attempt to reduce it into juſt allotments : and in the proſecution of 
their wiſe Deſign, would needs begin to parcel out his Lands into ſeveral 
diſtin& proportions ; promiſing to allow him a ſhare ſufficient for himſelt 
and Family, and to aſſign his Tenants their parts, and take to themſelves ſo 
muchas they needed and. he could well ſpare; and of theſe meaſures they 
would be judges : and ſo they began with their Spades to caſt up little 
marks of Diviſion. 

They undertook this buſineſs more confidently, becauſe of ſome Dreams 
which one or twe of them had concerning this Mode of Reformation, by 
which they made their Neighbours believe that it was revealed to them ; 
and that as the benefit of the Deſign was Univerſal , ſo the Succeſs was out 
of Doubt. 

* Philopantas wondring at ſuch a ſtrange Device , of which he was In- 
form'd by ſome of his Tenants, made haſte to know the bottom of the buli- 
neſs. As ſoonashe was come to this wild company, he deſired to talk with 
their Leader , if they hadany , for that he had ſomething to communicate 
unto him. They not doubting but it was ſome Viſon, received him the 
more contentedly, and broughthim to one Ononirue, who was wade ther 


The Dreatn of Chief, becauſe he dream'd that he ſhould Jead them; and having found 


an Aſs. 


that trick ſo ſerviceable, made conſtant uſe of it, to dream in the nigkt 


what he would have done the next day : They never daring to — 
what 


what th<::::cives hadapprov'd of for a Divine guidance; thongh it was fuch 

j as by which they might be made to do or ſutler any thing. Philopantas ha- 

w ving ask'd him the Reaſon of their pretent undertakings, Ononirm hearing 
that word Reaſon, was ready to have commanded his eMyrmidons to flay 
if him ; which of themſelves chey were willing enough to have done, fur 
| they could not abide Reaſon neither : but the fear of Ph:lopantas his atten- 
* dants reſtraining bis Zeal, he anſwer'd, that they had a Kevelation for it, 
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of which he was not to receive an account. *Say you ſo? quoth Phile- 
* pantas, If you have a Revelation concerning theſe Lands, I am intereſted 
©init ; and therefore I do deſire ſome afſurance of the truth of your alle- 
* eacion, that I may warrant my obedience to it, The matter which you are- 
: * upon is of great moment, and concerns 10 many befides your ſeives, that 
: * you have need of a good Commiſſion for what you do. All that know God, 
, © perceive him to bea Lover of Righteouſneſs; and thoſe which pretend 
* Communion with Him, muſt be juſt. Many Wiſe men, who ſee you inyade 
© others Proprieties, will fear that you are rather driven by the Diſturber 
| « of Mankind, and inſtigated with coverous defires, than inſpiredby God, 
| « who hath no where given encotiragement to make havock of the Intereſts 
| © of our Neighbours: He hath commanded us to be content with our own, 
* though it be but little; acknowledgeth the diſtingions of poor and 
«rich; and hath cali'd the taking away of other mens Goods without their 
© conſent, Theft. Hedoth allow Propriety as a fountain of Chariry, and 
« Nurſe of Civil Commerce and Induſtry. And although ſome men do neg- 
£ let the duty of relieving others neceſſities with their ſuperfluity, and op- 
« preſs the poor to inrich themſelves, yet this isnot the way to reform ; the 
© Remedy being manifeſtly worſe than the Diſeaſe. 

Then offering the aſſiſtance of his particular Charity, as far as he ſhould 
be able, to ſupply thoſe wants which mighe oppreſs ſome of them, he ad- 
viſs'd then to return to their Homes, not doubting but many honeſt-minded 
people were ſeduced by the Deluſfions of cunning Hypocrites. 

Theſe laſt words made the flame break out which his who'e Diſcourſe 
kindled in their hearts ; and then without any warning they fell upon him 
with their Spades,making their toolls inſtruments of War, which they pre- 
tended to have brought for other uſes. But Philopantas his Retinue ſoon cha- 
ſtiſed their folly ; and having kill'd Ozenirms anda few more of them, the 
reſt vaniſh'd with is Dreams,and left their Mattocks to digGraves for their 
Companions, who were then content with a leſs ſhare of Earth than before 
they had meaſured out. 

This Miſt being thus clear'd up, we lived in great ſerenity for a good 
while, till new clouds aroſe from the Covetouſneſs of two envious Neigh- 
bours, potent in Argeztera, who had a great deſire to become poſleſſors of 
other mens Eſtates , though their own was too much for them,eſpecially be- 
cauſe it gave them ability more effeQually to diſturb the Innocent. 

One was a Gentleman call'd Forzarie , of a fierce Temper, who us'd to way 
fatisfie his greedy mind with a lawleſs force. He would compell all thoſe _ 
which heldany thing of him, to do whatſoever his ſurly diſpoſition ap- 
pointed , and this produc'd a continual Vexation to my Father's Tenants. 
He ftop'd up the wayes which led to their grounds, if they lay among his , 
( pretending they were but granted upon ſufferance) to make them go two 
miles about for a quarter of one; and if they offer'd to break his un- 
juſt Hedges, they ſhould be ſure to be well beaten. He would make 
his men drive our Tenants Catrcel upon his grounds, and then ſue them for 
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Treſpaſlſers ; and they, not daring togo to Law with him, were fain to 
co:rpound with him, and ſo obtain at unreaſonable rates a forgiveneſs of 
thoſe Treſpaſſes which he himſelf committed. Ir were infinite to ſpeak of 
his Wickedneſs ; but one thing I may not omit which he did to day : He 
arm'd divers of his Tenants which were molt ſuitable to his wicked de- 
Genes, and made them burn down the houſe of an excellent Lady which 
dwelt not very far off; for no reaſon, but that he had heard great reports 
of her Excellent Vertues, eſpecially Charity. He is of a bloody Temper 
naturally , and truſts ſo much in his ſtrength, that he will fight with any 
one ; hath challeng'd many, and kill'd ſome : but by corruption of a great 
Courtier or two, he ſaves his own moſt unworthy life. 

. The ather was a Lady, whoſe name is Inganna, and ſhe took another way 
more agreeable to her ſex ; what he did by Force, ſhe effeded by Frasd, 
cheating the people withcrafty Bargains , counterfeit Deeds, and Promiſes, 
which ſhe kept no longer than till ſhe had opportunity to break them. Bur 
in all her tranſa&ions ſhe made ſuch a fair ſhow of deſiring to promote 
their good , and got ſo far within them by their plain Credulity, that they 
were never more perniciouſly hurt than when they thought their Welfare 
moſt ſecured, 

The Tenants of theſe two vile perſons, made uſe of thoſe unworthy 
wayes in their converſe with others ; which they had not only learn'd -from 
their Superiors, but ſaw warranted by their greater Examples. And when 
they could not ſecure themſelves under one Landlord , they would forth- 
with turn Tenants to the other , and ſometimes ſerv'd Forzaris, and ſome- 
Folens Perſon. |; mes wereall for Ingaxne. Infine, the two Oppreffors jealouſly emula- 

ting each others adherents, a Marriage , which, I dare ſay, was none of 
thoſe which are made in Heaven, was contrived between Forzario and Iz- 
ganna , which was ſpeedily accompliſh'd, but to our unſpeakable diſcom- 
fort ; for now they began to try all the arts which Fraud,united with Force, 
can put in execution , to work our ruine. After many attempts made in 
4 goo Coun. Vain, partly by reaſon of my Father's perfe& Innocence, and partly by the 
ſeller. prudent advice ofa faithful friend call'd Kalobulss;yet at laſt they brought 
4 Monet" itabout, by the aſſiſtance of a corrupt judg call'd Labargyrus , whom they 
Rev, & Corrupt : J - 
Fudg. kept in ſuch conſtant pay, to ſerve their turns, that he counted their annual 
Bribesa great part of his Salary. He either with the pretence of obſolete 
Laws, which no body remembred ever to have been made, or with wreſted 
ſenſes of-known Statutes, had done them many notable ſervices. 

The Deſign of my Father's Deſtruion was laid thus: Labargyrus, you 
muſt know, was one who made it his conſtant pra&iſe to betray unwary 
people for ſpeaking diſhonourably of the Duke, by whom that Country 
was then govern'd : Thoſe which are diſcontended are apt to ſpeak againſt 
any body ; and thoſe which provok'd them to talk,and were alſo witneſſes 
of their ſpeeches, were his falſe-hearted Spies. By theſe he was informed 
of ſome Words which my Father ſhould ſay, in Company of which he was 
leſs carefu], not becauſe he thought all that were preſent were juſt, but be- 
cauſe he did never ſpeak any thing unjuſt. It ſeems, my Father complain'd 
of- ſome Wrongs that Labargyrus had done, and faid that if the Duke did 
but know of them, he was confident they would ſoon be redreſs'd, and the 
Judge puniſh*d, Labargyrus having heard this, in ſtead of waſhing away 
the guilt of his Crimes with true Repentance , took Sanduary againſt the 
feares of his Conſcience in Revenge; and giving money to two of his Crea- 


tures thatcould ſwear luſt ily , he fram'd this Accuſation, That Philopantas 
did 
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cid ſay, the Duke had done the Peop'e tiuch VVrongs that he was confident 
if they did but know their power, they would ſoon be redreſs'd, andthe 
Duke depoſed. So with the change of a tew words, which perverted the 
ſenſe of the reſt, he drew up a charge againit Philopantas, Though this 
was incredible to moſt Good wen, who knew Philopantas to be a moſt wary 
perſon and a loyal tubject; yet his conſtant ab{ence from the Caurt made 
the prerence plauſible to ſuch as loved to think ill of any. Though indeed wy 
Father abſented himſelf not for any private grudges which he harbour'd in 
his boſom, but becauſe he ſaw great inſecurity for an honeſt man tobe, where 
through falſe repreſentation of perſons and things, Friends could nor be 
diſtinguiſh'd from Foes : And alſo for that whilſt others multiplied their 
Titles, and ſwell'd their heaps of Money with helliſh toils, he defir'd to 
enjoy the heavenly Tranquillity of his private life,and thereby take oppor- 
runity to provide for his Immortal ſecurity, which is in dreadful jeopardy 
through the various Tentations of Princes Courre, 

Now though theſe dangers be common to all Courts, yet they were leſs 
3voidable in this than in ſome others, becauſe of Two great Impertet&tions 
to which the Duke was Subjed , which bad ſuch an umbenign influence up- 
on Court and Country , that he was happy that could enzoy himſelf quiet- 
ly ina corner. One was, that he deſpiſs'd true Religion-: for though ro 
pleaſe the people ; which were that way given, he made a ſhow of fome 
ſuch thing ; yer he vilified it both by the conſtansy of an irreligious life, 
as alſo by ſuch ſpeeches which could become none but an Arheift ; for he 
would commonly call them Fools which pretended to put their whole truſt 
in God,and laugh at the opinion of ſuch as aſſerted the Immortality of the 
Soul eſpecially when they talk'd of our being judg'd inanother World. 
Another was , that he careleſly diſpos'd places of Government and Juſtice, 
not wuch looking after VViſdome and Integrity in the choice of his Mini- 
ſters, whoſe only Qualification was, their willingneſs to ſerve his Deſigns; 
neither did he trouble himſelf to take any account of their good or bad 
Adminiſtration , to give them Encouragement or Puniſhment as they de- 
ſerv*d: and from this fountain an Univerſal Corruprion deriv*'d it felf up- 
on all orders of men; By means whereof the Country, which before was 
delervedly renown'd throughout the VVorld for Righteouſneſs, is now de- 
ſpis'd of all its Neighbours, and commonly call'da Nation of degenerate 
Supplanters. 

The Miniſters of Juſtice, not abandoning the eftabliſh'd formis of Law, 
have made them however both uſeleſs to any good purpoſe,and alſo inſtru- 
ments of great Aﬀidtion : partly by the unmerciful delaies of proceſs in 
Law, which commonly continue till both parties being impoveriſh'd can 
g2no further, or one of them art leaſt be fo tormented, that he is come to 
the ſame paſs with poor wretches upon the Rack , who are willingto ſay 
or doany thing to come off; partly whilſt their Eſtates are ſqueez'd into 
the Lawyers purſes by large Bribes for the forementioned delays and un- 
juit Sentences. 

The Grandees trample upon all below them, and count it the duty of 
the Poor to be oppreſs'd ; living much according to the Rule 6f thoſe 
Beaſts, the greater of which devour the lefs. If the poor defireany thing 
of them they count ita kind of Robbery, and order the fame puniſhment 
tor them that other Countries do for Cut-purſes ; and when through into- 
lerable Miſeries they wiſh they had never been born , they kid them kill 
themſelves , and ſay that then they ſhall enjoy the ſame Comfort, 
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— ns Tre Epidemical Degeneracy hath infeged alſo the Miniſters of Relig1- 
on : who being fallen from the true Knowledg and exemplary Vertve of 
their Predeceſſors (the Holy Fathers, and Pious Martyrs) have compleated 
% the ſcorn of their Ignorance with vitious praGiſes ; an are grown ſo unlike 
their Books, that even the rude multitude wonder upon what grounds they 
have ſet their confidence of giving Counſe], which they themſelves render 
ineffeual. But good men which live undiſcern'd among them are much 
grieved, whilft they ſee thoſe in whom Wit is deprav'd wake a Judgment of 
Religion by thoſe fooliſh Opinions with which it is blended, and that ma- 
ny are tempted by the evil lives of Hypocrites, to think Goodneſs it ſelf 
but a Show,and Chriſtian Religion a FiGion, and fo fall into Atheiſm, the 
plague of Human Nature; which beſides the Unreaſorableneſs of it in 
other reſpe&s, is alſo defiled with the baſenefs of Ingratitude, choaks in 
men all ſenſe of the Divine preſence, and denies to the great Father of the 
VVorld that affeQionate Adoration which is due from all his Children. Ha- 
ving thus loft the Love of God, they can never love one another ; for after 
they have broken thoſe ſtrong ties which he faften'd in the roots of their 
Souls, they make nothing of mutval obligations to Love, Courteſie, Cha- 
rity, Friendſhip, or Juſtice ; andat laſt are become Feaſts and Devils, the 
very face of Humanity being loſt. And this appears too plainly in the 
praGiiſe of the Vulgar alſo, who have no underſtanding of Charity further 
than Celf-Love, which begins and ends at home : They count it all Jawful 
in that they can cheat from others ; and when it is done handſow]y, it 

goes for Honeſt Cunning and Ability of Parts. 

But I have been tco long in the deſcription of an unlove'y matter. The 
day for my Father's Tryal being come, the Witneſſes were produc'sd and 
ſworn: and, notwithſtanding all that my Father alledged for the defence 
of his ſpotleſs Innocence, and though divers Perſons of Quality who were 
preſent offer'd their teſtimony in the moſt ſolemn manner, that no ſuch 

De: words were ſpoken at the place and time mentioned by the Witneſſes, * La- 
"I bargyrus being Judg, my Father was condenm'd to die. His Lands were gi- 

14 Vialem VER £0 * Forzario, who had ſome pretence of deſert to the Traitor's Eſtate, 

Perſon. having been a means to diſcover the Treaſon,as Labarg yrus made the Dule 
believe ; but the true Reaſon of his doing ſo, was, a ſecret compact made 
between him and Forzario,that if he could effec a Grant of the Eſtate,” La- 
= Money-13- bargyrus ſhould enjoy a fair Mannor which joyn'd to hisown Lands. The 
; unjuſt Sentence was - wok executed ; and leſt further miſchief ſhould befall 

* 4 god Coun- me, (for the Cruel and Covetous are never ſatisfied ) « Kalobulus, of whom 
ſeller. I told you before, commanded two of his truſty ſervants to convey me on 
Horſe-back by night to his Caſtle , whence I have liberty ſometimes to re- 

Pair unto the ſhades of this Grove, where I had the happineſs to meet you, 

—_— I enjoy preſent ſafety, till God and Time ſhall bring the Truth 

to light. | | 

I hope it will not be long before that be done, arſwer'd Bertivolio,nko 

The Gloryof had fix'd his Eye upon Erotecles all this while with careful attention, and 
Hove. now found his heart deeply grieved for the unparalle!'d aflitions which 
by this Story he underſtood ; and eſteeming no Glory like unto that which 
comes by: relieving the oppreſſed, he breath'd forth this paſſionate Wiſh, 
O God, that I might be the happy Inſtrument to ſerve Righteouſneſs in ſo 
fair an opportunity, and that I might have the Honour of procuring Pu- 
niſhment for two wicked Perſons that have ſo highly deſerved it / and 
withal deſired Erotocles to bring him to K alobalvs, ſaying, I doubt not but 
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af:er a ſhort conference we ſhall tind out a way to Vindicate your VVrongs. 
+ rotecles delſpairing of that, vez receiving hls courteous Sympathy with 
many thanks , egan to dired jun rowarcs he Caitle. They had gone but 
tew iteps before they wet Katobuizs and hs lou * Thrafymachas, who were 
come torth to ſeek Lrotocles wondring what was become of him, becault 
he had ſtay'd longer abroad than he was wont to C0 : and before they could 
expreſs their duutis concerning Pentiuoito, bc preſented lim to Kalbvbelns, 
and pray'd him to recrive a Friend of his wto b1s knowieds, and defircd 
that between them two he would equally divide the Love which he had hi- 
cherto beſtow'd upon him ling] y. K alobulus was ready at firſt to make que- 
tion of ſuchexpretſions concerning a firanger 3 but,beholding in his Coun- 
tenance and Carriage more than ordinary Charadters of oreat worth, he 
welconrd his happy arrival in that place with all afieGionate Congratula- 
tions ; expretiing alſo a great hope which F prung up in his breaſt, that he 
was come to them by the Benignity of. ſome Divine Direion. Eo having 
enquired his name , and commendcd his Son to his acquaintance , they wene 
ito the Caſtie. i] | 

They had ſtav'd there but a while before Kalebulus brought into theRoom 
his Vertuous Lady and two beautiful Daughters; and it gave them all extream 
content, whilit Bentivelio by the civility of his excuſes for coming into 
their Company, wade them well to perceive that he was not unworthy of 
it. Ar Supper, which came in pretenily , they expreſs'd their friend- 
ſhip in ſcaſonable Viands of al! ſorts , handſamly ſery'd up, though, with- 
out Curioſity ; which they pertected with Courteſie and excellent Diſ- 
courſe : Inſomuch that Bextivolio could not but fancy that Goodneſs had 
taken Sanduary in this Ark, till the Deluge of Wickedneſs, that overflow- 
ed that little VVorld, fhould be abated. After Supper they entertain'd 
themſelves with mutual conference,not knowing how to leave ſuch vigorous 
joys for the dull repoſe of ſleep, which now begun to offer it ſelf. Bur 
Nature requiring obedience to her indiſpenſable Laws Kalobulus, attended 
Beztivolio to his Chamber, where being left by them all with many good 
wiſhes, heretir'd himſelf to little ſleep and leſs reſt. 


A Stout Figh- 


ter, 


The ſeveral diſcourſes of Erotocles his caſe, though they differ'd not from the' Glery of 
his own relation , yet they fild it with more inſtances of Cruel Wrongs , Love. 


and ſeem'd to endeavour to boyl-up Bextivolio's Courage, which was at a 
height already. He needed no ſpurs, who went as faſt as Prudence gave 
him leave ; for having affe&ionately deſired ſo noble an End,he could not 
ceaſe to caſt about in his mind how he might accompliſh it. But being not 
ab'e at preſent to obtain the End, which he paſſionately deſired , for wanc 
of fit ineans, he flack'd the intenſiveneſs of his deliberation, and let his 
thoughts run adrift, After a weariſome ExpeGation, the Light, inmere 
Pity, brought him the joyful news of Day 3 upon which he left his bed, 
and was ſcarce dreſy'd before the good Kalobulus knock'd at his door ; 
which he open'd with the greater chearfulneſs, becauſe he hoped by his af= 
fiſtance to find that which he had ſought in vainall night. Having acquain- 
ted Kalotulus with his mind; Alas, Sir, quoth he, though Erotocles his 
Yoak is heavy, yet it doth not ſo pinch him as at the firſt ; he having worn 
it ſo long that Cuſtom hath fitted it to his neck : but this meaſure of pity 
which you expreſs will add to his Afﬀflictions, who is ſo ſenſible of all 
Circumſtances that aggravate a Calamity, and of ſuchan ingenuous regard 
fo his friends, that he will more deeply reſent the adverſity of his preſent 
eſtate, if he underſtand that you are oppreſs'd with his Sufferings. Lay 

aſide 
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aſide the trouble of your thoughts, Worthy Sir, and make not this Caſtle 
your Priſon, nor the love which you have for others your own Fetters ; 
but rather enjoy the freedoin which ſo mean a place may afford, and take 
not from'us that relief which the chearfulneſs of your Converſe doth be- 
ftow upon us in ſuch plentiful meaſures of Conſolation, as that we have al- 
moſt forgotten that we are afflicted ſince your arrival. I would not urge 
theſe requeſts , but that I ſee your Charity doth deſign Courteſies for us , 
which are ſo great that we are not capable of them; For nothing can make 
a price for the redemption of Erotocles, but the ruine of Forzario; and as 
we know that Deſtrucion is unacceptable to your Temper, ſo we know no 
means to accompliſh it but one, which is as Unpleaſant as the thing it 
ſelf. 

To this Bextivol#o replied, I think my ſelf not ſo much concern'd as to 
make anſwer to the former part of yourdiſcourſe, becauſe I would not go 
about to magnifie ſo ſmall a thing as my Love is ; and I ſuppoſe the influ- 
ences which you pretend it may refle& uÞvn Eretecles are but direc ex- 
preſſions of -your own Civility to me : but if itbe true that no other price 
is currant to redeem Erotocles but ſuchas will hurt Forzario if it be pay'd - 
I know not why we may not purchaſe ſo great a good with the juſt harms 
of ſo vile a perſon. I ever eſteem'd Fuſtice to be founded in Goodneſs, be- 
cauſe puniſhment was invented by God as a Guard to righteouſneſs; and 
ſince Impuxity would drive Goodneſs out of the World, and make itunha- 
bitable for Righteoks and meek perſons, I count that Indulgence by which 
Malicious perſons are ſaved from ſuffering, tobe an injuſt puniſhment inflic- 
ted upon the Innocent. Clemency indeed is an incomparable imitation of 
the Divine Meycifulneſs: but it muſt be exerciſed in due inſtances, or elſe 
it may degenerate into Cruelty. If there were no occaſion to ſtrike at any 
time, the Sword of Juſtice was made in vain. Thoſe who have lived to 
deſtroy the publick good of mankind,ought by their Death to makea Com- 
penſation for their Wrongs: andas they are no leſs odious to God than Men, 
becauſe they do notoriouſly rebel againſt his Government, we are not to 
think that he hathtaken ſo little care of the welfare of his Creatures, as 
as that he doth not allowand require the removal of ſuch Monſters. In this 
reſpec therefore I ſee nothing that doth diſcovrage my hopes of Eretocles 
his reſtauration ; and1I truſt the particular way , which you have not yet 
mention'd, is not of ſuch an unhandſomenature, but that a good man may 


_ wakeuſe of it, 


4 goed Conn- 
ſellor, 


Unto this Kalobulus anſwer'd, Qur forces arenot ſo numerous as to ſtorm 
the ſtrong Tower of Forzario ; and if they were, we might not make uſe of 
them ; for we have learn'd that Juſt men can then only warrant their aGions 
whilſt they are regulated by known Laws : and though when others break 
them, one that is wrong'd may ſuffer honourably ; yet he cannot violate 
them himſelf, whilſt he ſeeks reparation, but his endeavour will be ſullied 
with Injuſtice. Our Law permits not one Subje& to demand fatisfaGion 
of another in thatway. The means which I thought of is allowed by Law, 
I confeſs ; but1believe the Execution of it, is as unſuitable to the Merci- 
fulneſs and Patience of your diſpoſition, as it is contrary to our deſire that 
you ſhould undertake it.It is this,YFhen any perſon ts wronged, and by the Vio- 
lation of Law unjuſtly ſuffers the boſs of his Life and Efareghe Law permits any 
man, that is not a-kin to the party wrong d,nor concern d by friendſhip,nor ever 
had any quarrel with the perſon who did the wrong ont of meer Love to Tuſtice 
to challenge the Violator of Law to a fingle Gombat, in which if he be kill the 
former ſentence of the Law ts revers'd, | If 
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If this be all the difhculty, quoth bextiwolre, I doubt nor bur to tanusne 
you and my {clf as to the honourablencts Of the Undertaking, and WI 
God's help to procure ſatisfaction tO Exrotocles by the good tiiccels of it. 
[ perceive your ſcrupte is, the Unlawfulneſs of Duels; which as they are 
comwonly pradtis'd, I do as much at-hor as you do , and think that they 
are infinitely below the Temper of a Gentleman and a Chriſtian. As they 
riſe foc the moſt part from diſhonourable Grounds, to they proceed by in- 
reaſonable means. VVho knows not that though Honour 1s taik'd of as 
the reaſon of the Challenoe, that the rrue occation of the” quarrel! was bur 
ſome ſlight affront recerv'd in a Tavern or ſome ſuch place ? Thote which 
had not the VViſdom and Vertuc ro avoid unworthy actions, muſt needs 
pretend to a generous Choler, which will not permit them to live unre- 
veng'd of ſuch wrong) as peradventure they procur'd to themſelves. Ha- 
ving never underſtood what true Courage lignities, much lefs expreſs'd 
it upon any juſt occaſion , they undervalue their lives which are not worth 
much, that they may be Maſters of other mens as uſeleſs as their own ; and 
think it a Bravery to ruſh upon Damnation; but durtit never expoſe them- 
ſelves to the hazards of a publick Service, to fave thoſe v. ho are more wor- 
thy to live than themſelves. Such perſons as have abandon'd Patzence, de- 
veſted themſelves of Humility , caflier'd all inclinations to Forgivereſs , 
and count the negle& of Revenge, Cowardiſe ; muſt needs find the beijef 
of their Salvation impoſlible, it cheſe things be other than Dew1liſh quali- 
tics. And whilſt they look upon it as an wgertile thing to ſuffer wrong,they 
never ſcruple the dozzg of it , though that be an hundred times more baſe : 
. and they ſtand ſo upon a falſe notion of Reputation , that they cannot en- 
dure to be thought patient ; that is, they undervalue the eſtimation of God 
andthe opinion of FViſe men , becauſe they are unwilling that a few Fools 
ſhould take them for Cowards. The Heavenly Angels might with as guod 
reaſon be angry, Þecauſe wany times in great buildings they are repreſen- 
ted by little Boys with woodden wings. They have another humour of 
which I cannot but take notice : and that is, Theſe Bravo's will take it in 
preat ſcorn if you ſhould not think them Chriſtians , whilſt they ridicu- 
louſly take their Name from Him whoſe Nature did abominate ſuch pra@i- 
ſes, and whoſe Life and Death was the moſt perfed contradidcion to ſuch 2 
lowneſs of Temper as can be imagin'd. They ſhould rather derive their 
Pedizree from Lamech, who would not ſtick to kill any body for the leaſt 
{cratch of his 8Kin. 
By this which I have diſcours'd, Kalobulus , you may perceive how un- 
willing Iaw by my example to patronize thoſe murderons Duels, in which 
hot young men engage, when VVine,VVomen, and mutual provocations have 
begun ſuch quarrels as accept of no determination but by the Sword. No , 
I undertake this piece of Juſtice, only as the Magiſtrate's ſervant, warrant- 
ed by Law, whichat preſent needs this Vindication; without any deſire 
of Revenge , for I have ſuffer'd no Wrong ; but to take off the guilt of ,,, 
* Philopantas his blood which lies upon ® Argentora,that he which afflicted the at _ 
Good in his Life, may terrifie the wicked by his death, and by this means, *7** Covrrers 
which is all that is lefr, to right Eyotocles. | OY 
Kalobulus perceiving the zeal of Bentivelio's Good will , nothing doub- 4 goed Conn- 
ting his Skill inarms, aſſured of the Juſtice of the Cauſe by his own know- nd 
ledg. and conviac'd of the lawfulneſs of the redreſs propounded, by Ber- 
trveliss diſcourſe, ſtruck with admiration by the Contewplation of his 
unparalel'd Accompliſhments, replyed, that he could not but approve of 
E his 
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his Charicable deſign, undertaken with ſo much Wiſdom and Valour. But 
do you think Forzario will accept a Challenge, ſaid Bentivolio? There is 
no doubt of that, quoth Kalebulus, tor he loves to tight with any body, and 
is poſſeſs'd wich fuch great thoughts, that in Compariſon of himlcif he 
deſpiſethall the World : And withal he defir'd Bextzvolio, to permit a 
Second to attend him : to which he agreed. And whilit I alobulus was con- 
ſulting with himſelf whom to appoint , Thraſymachus wiſpering in 1s ear, 
deſired him tonominate himſelf : which his Father did, and pray'd Beat:- 
volts tO aceept of his Son's offer, who was ambitious to ſerve under ſv grea: 
a Captain in the bekalf of Eretocies, Berntivolio giving great thanks to tle 
Young Geatleman, call'd for a Penand Paper : which being brouglt, Le 
wrote theſe Words. 


FORZARTIO, | 

\ 4 Our Wickedneſs hath made you odjious to the World, and the inſtances 

upon which your In famy is rais'd, are fo full of Cruelty and In juſtice, 
that you cannot wonder if the Revenge which they have long call d fir, come at 
laſt. Though you have attempted the ſecurity of your firſt W rongs with greater, 
which were all the means = could find ; yet this Paper will let you know, that 
there are ſome in the World wyho aare reprove you , and will make you at length 
ſee that your Crimes are puniſhable, if your guilty Fears wvill permit you,arm'd 
0n oo 2s wuith Sword and Lance, to meet me to morrow by Sun-riſe, at- 
tende wr wvith a Second and Trumpet in the Plain of Nemeſia , wwuhich ad.. 
Joyns #0 the great Wood ; wuhere you ſhall make ſome amends for your Sins 
wvith your fall by the hand of one who hatha Good-will for all but ſuch as you 


are. 


BENTIVOLIO. 


A Trumpeter which waited upon Kalobulus ſpeedily conveyed it accor- 
ding to his dire&ions. Forzario had no ſooner read it, -but he commanded 
to ſtay the Meſſenger for his anſwer, which he ſhould have preſently. So 
never making queſtions concerning Bextivolio, becauſe he diſdain'd to take 
any notice of one that durſt affront him but by Revenge, he wrote this fol- 
lowing Anſwer. 


BENTIVOLIO, 

Weed no informer to make me underſtand wuhat kind of perſon is ſignified by 
I that odd name ; your Paper hath reveal'd your Imperfettions. | am fore'd 
ro judg you one of no Vertue, becauſe you have learr'd to revile thoſe whom you 
do not know but by miſreport. And though | do not think you worthy of the He- 
nour to be chaſtis'd by my hand, yet I will condeſcend to meet you according to 
your appointment , to give you ſuch | pv" army as may teach other Wanderers 
better manners when they paſs by this Country , and that no troubleſome Fellow 


for the time to come may be ſo fooliſhly impudent as to provoke 
gt pfe : F FORZARIO. 


Bentivolio, was not a little glad when by the anſwer he underſtcod chat 

he ſhould have opportunity to make good his proffer of aſſiſtance to vic- 
-Jated Juſtice , and awaiting the early dawn of the following Morn , was 
guided by the firſt approaches of light, and accompanied wich the Valiant 
Thraſymachus , being unwilling by delay to give occafion to the diſdainful 
humour of Forzarzo to return, if he ſhould come firſt and miſs him at the 
Place 


-. 
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Place appointed. But he ſtay'd not long before his expedited Adverſary 
appeared like himſelf,and according to the deſcriptions by which he was 
painted in Bentivolis's Fancy. 

Forzario ſeeing his Adveriary upon the Place, thought to anſwer his rea- 
dineſs with ſuch a payment as it deſerv'd ; aud therefore not to make him 
ſtay any longer, without attending the Trumpets, ſpurring his Horſe, who 
was not unwilling to ſuch exerciſes, rode with a full Career,aiming a rongh 
Salute with his Lance at Bentivelio, who being well skill'd in receiving 
and requiting ſuch Civilities, made what haſte he could to meet him, and 
return'd him one of like Nature, though not of the fame effet. Bentivg- 
lis Lance pierc'd Forzario's Arm : Forzario's, though it lighted upon ſuch 
a piece of Bentivolio's armour as defied the ſharpneſs of the point , yet as 
it broke , it wade him bow fo far backward, that he had almoſt loſt the 
poſſeſſion of his Saddle ; which he having preſently recovered, they fell 
to their Swords. Thouch none could tell who drew firſt, Bext:ivo/zp receiv'd 
the firſt blow, and that follow'd with ſo many more , that his atton lay 
chiefly in the Defenſive ; which part he was the rather willing toa& for 
the preſent, becauſe he knew the ſhower which fell in ſuchthick drops 
would ſoon be over. This he perform'd with ſuch accurate Skill, that je 
made up whatſoever he wanted of Force ; of Whichalfo he had fuffictent 
ſtore ; tolet his Enemy know, by what he felt, that he could hurt as well 
as ward. 

When they had ſpent ſometime in giving and receiving blows,often ac- 
companied with Wounds, their loſs of blood made each of them perceive 
that both were in earneſt : but the buſineſs they had in hand ſo fill'd their 
thoughts, that they took notice of their Hurts with ſuch an'undiſcernable 
reſentment, as wiſe men receive the Wrongs of difingenuous People. | 

Forzario, boyling with deſperate Rage, confident of his ſtrength, and 
prick'd with a diſdain of ſo unequal a match as he eſteem'd Bentivolis, ha- 
ving given many ſuch ſtrokes as ſignified a ſtrong Arm, enforc'd with ftron- 
ger defiresof Revenge, ( which for all that, he ſaw ſtill uneffected)vex't 
that he ſhould be ſo long troubled with one whom he had diſpatch'd in his 
thoughts a hundred times before he ſaw him ; now having, as he thought 
an advantage of a flack guard, which he greedily fnatch'd, beſtow's 
a _ vpon Bertivolto., with which he had great hopes to ſtrike off his 
Head, 

Bur Bertivolio, whoſe Courage was rooted in a Temper unacquainted 
with baſe Fear, though principally fupported' with the Nobleneſs, and 
Juſtice of his Undertaking, and fully acquainted withall manner of defence 
agamnſt an over-match which exceeded him only in Strength, being well 
aware of Forzario's purpoſe, eaſily avoided that foreſeen danger, and'ſum- 


moning his whole power to aſſiſt him in an eminent piece of ſervice, reach'd , 


ſuch a ſtroke as would have ſav'd: him the labour of any more, bur that 
Forzario's Horſe raiſing up the fore-part of his body, by reaſon of a ſhayps 
p:ick of his Maſter's ſpurs, which he us'd to make him go nearer to his: 
Enemy, receiv'd it for him : but it was the laſt ſervice he could perform , 
For it fe] upon hisneck, and cut ſo deep into it, that he couldneither bear 
up his head nor his Maſter ; and failing, he lay ſo heavy upon Forzariv's 
thigh, that he could not riſe from under him. Bentivolis perceiving what 
diſadvantage had happen'd without his intention,ſpake preſently to Forzx- 
710 : VVicked Man, that which was juſtly threatned'may now eaſily be ac- 
compliſh'd : but I never engaged for bloody Revenge, but took this way, 

E 2 lince 
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ſince no other was left,to attempt the reparation of unſpeakable VVrongs ; 
not wherein my own [ntereſt ſuffer'd,but ſuch as wade a publick Violation 
of Juſtice.If thou wilt yield to Right , and ſubmit to the juſt duty of Re- 
pentance,{ will prevent that ſpeedy vengeance which otherwiſe muſt needs 
await thee in the Infernal ſhades. To this Ferzario ſcornfully anſwer's ; 
No, Villain, uſe the advantageof a baſe blow ; 1am not ſo low as to re- 
ceive my Life by way of Alms from thee. Upon this Fextivolio lighted 
from his Horſe (to give him aſſurance, that his Cuſtow was not by uſing 
ignoble odds to deſtroy that Honour which he doubted not with a little 
morepatience to receive unblemiſh'd ; ) intending to pull off Forzario's 
Horſe, that he might try his Fortune once more on foot. As he came to him, 
he perceiv'd he had clear'd his leg himſelf, and was riſing up, Bextivolio 
willing to underſtand what he would yet do before he ſtruck at him again , 
perceiv'd a Company of Horſemen ruſout of a VVood which was not ye- 
ry far off, It ſeems , Ingannz ſeeing her Husband fall, not knowing what 
was the cauſe, but much fearing that of which ſhe ſaw ſo bad an effec, 
whichſhe alſo judg'd worſe than it was, commanded a Troop of Horſe to 
fall in,which ſhe had laid in Ambuſh in theVVoods the night before, inten- 
ding by them baſely to recover what her Husband had diſhonourabl y loſt. 

Bentivelio ſuſpe&ing ſome ſuch thing, having heard of * Jyganna, height- 
ning his deſires of ending with One, by the fore-ſight of Villany and Dan- 
ger which attended him from Many more, (though they made a ſtop after 
they perceiv'd Forzario and Bextivolio both upon their feet) and in ploring 
the Divine aid, ſtruck Forzario ſuch a blow upon the head, that made him 
bow it a little on one fide; his Helmet being rais'd withal , Bentivolio 
with ſuchagility as that opportunity required , ran his Sword into his 
Throat through his Neck : upon which Forzar% falling down, made ſuch 
haſte out ofthe world, that he took his !eave of it without ſpeaking one 
word. 

Erotocles, plac'd witha ſele& Troop of Horſe behind a Hill not far 
from the place of the Fight ,to prevent all baſe attempts by the prudence 
of Kalobulus, who imagin'd what Inganne would do, made ſufficiently 
careful by his love to Bentivelio,and now perceiving plainly what was paſt 
and coming, made ſpeed to his friend, and having aſſiſted Thraſymachss to 
catch his horſe, (the other Second having refus'd to ſtrike in a Euſe which 
he knew tobe as unjuſt as Forzerio was unſucceſſeful) Bextivelio mounted, 
and before the joyful Erotocles could expreſs his thanks to Bentivilio, In- 

ganna's Horſe were come up to them. And now the fingle Fight was con- 
verted into a bloody Batte], where many began to try , on one fide if they 
could regain what a ſingle perſon had loſt, on the other ſide to keep what 
one had won. 

Erotocles deſir'd Bentivelio to retire and look to his Wounds, of which 
Kalobulus would gladly have taken care; but he refus'd their entreaties , 
making no queſtion but this would prove a ſhort buſineſs : and finding his 
ſpirics hold out ſtill, though much wearied, reſolved to accompany his 
friends till the work was done. Erotocles perceiving his reſolution, trou- 
bled him no further, and having ſtood idle all this while, deſiring to go and 
warm himſelf a little, ſpurr'd his Horſe to charge that forlorn Company 

ſo baſely engaged , and toſhow them the dreadful face of juſt Revenge ; 
whoſe firſt efteGs he beſtow'd upon the Captain of that Wicked Band, who 


- had been a ſervant to his Father , but revolted to Forzario, by the per- 


ſraſions of Ingapna and his own ambitious Hopes: carrying death in each 
look 
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look, he rode up cloſe to him,an1 with the fir(t blow cleft his Head in WO 
equal pieces. A juſt puniſhment for him, who had ſo diſhonovrably di- 
vided his falſe Heart between two {o contrary Malters, | 

Thraſymachus waking way with his [word into the midſt of the Troop 4 Cor agiout 
where In2anna was, having k1ll'd thote which oficr'd to guard her, took her *99/4re-. 
priſoner : Erotocles hewing down thoſe which wade retiſtance,came in to the 
confirmation of Thra/ymachzs his ſafety,who was furrounded with Enemies, 

Beztivolio ſeeing the reſt of the Troop follow their Leader Ccouragl- 
ouſly through the wounds and death of their adverſaries, thoupht it was 
no great watter if he fought a while, to ſhorten rhe trouble of his friends 
though it was needleſs to the procurement of Victory, which did vo'un- 
tarily attend them. The Forzarians tell ſo ealily before him, that by the 
effects of his Courage one would think he had but now begun to fight. 

Here one wight have taken fu!l notice what Feebleneſs and Fear a guilty 
Conſci-nce forceth into the actions of men. For, though Inganza's num- Graf. 
bers were ſo unequal, that they judg'd themſelves two to one of the other 
ſide ; yet their hearts ſo fail'd them, that by their fighting one would have 
thought them not one to ten. After the firſt brunt, in which ſome few were 
flain, they ſoon diſcovered what would become of the reſt, Theſe For 24- 
rians having approv'd their Valour in former undertakings , ſhow'd that 
now their Courage wanted a Cauſe, not their Cauſe a Courage, The 
thoughts which they reflected upon their unworthy engagement , which 
were more piercing by reaſon of the preſence of Eratocles whom they un- 
juſtly oppos'd , diſanimated them ; for they were appall'd as people be- 
ſfieged in a Caſtle uſe to be, when the enemy is not only got within the walls, 
but a great party riſeth up againſt them amongſt themſelves; ſo that not 
knowing who is for them, who againſt them; they negled the uſe of their 
Arms, through a great uncertainty of killing their Friends or their Enemies. 
Bextivolio took ſpeedy notice of it,and as ſoon as a few were pguniſh'd to 
make Examples of unhappy VVickedneſs,he being alwaies mercifulwhere 
it was not neceſſary to be ſevere, deſired Erotocles that they might have 
Quarter given them:which was as ſoongranted as ask'd. Iganuna was brought 
before them by Thraſymachus, and ſhe had ſuffered death already in her Ex- 
peQations ; which Bertivolio perceiving, No, VVicked VVoman, ſaith he, 
you ſhall live a little longer than you think ; you ſhall be reſerv'd to ſa- 
tisfic Juſtice by an Exemp'ary ſuffering ; and in the wean time committed 
her priſoner to 4rgz, one of Kalobulns his ſervants, commanding him to 
look well to her , and to keep her in ſome ſafe place of the Caſte. 

It were too tedions to report the affeionate Embraces which Erotecles 
beſtow'd upon Beztivelio , the courteous gratulations of Kalobulus and the 
paſſionate love of Thraſymachus : but they made their Complements the 
ſh&rter, conſidering that it was neceſſary to retire to the Caſtle, and take 
order for the cure of Bextivolio's VVounds ; which was accompliſh'd ina 
ihort tim? by the excellent skill of Kalobulas his Lady. 

The news of Forzaris's death was ſoon ſpread over * Argentora, and put #* 24 cones 
the Court intoa great VVonder : only * Labargyrus was obſerv'd above all Stare. 
ot]:ers to be poſſeſs'd with a particular Grief ; which was encreas'd, as al- So 
lv the Cauſe of it diſcovered, by an Accident that happen'd, One of 
the VVicneſſes which had ſworn againſt * Philopantas, being tormented ye of 
with the conſcience of his Villany , upon the news of Forzario's death , 
which he knew to be inflicted by Divine Vengeance, felt his pains ſo in- 
tolerable, that he was weary of his Life , and immediately hang'd him- 
ſelf. The other hearing of it was not ab!e to conceal the VVickedneſs 

any 
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any longer, but went to the Duke, and confeſs'd to him , that by the In- 
ſtigation of Labargyrss, he and his Partner had forſworn themſelves, by 
which Perjury Philepantas was condemn'd. Labargyrus being in preſence 
and confounded with the diſcovery of this Villany, fell down upon his 
knees and begg 'd pardon for his Life, You ſhall not die, faid the Duke, 
till I ſhall receiveſuch a diſcovery of your Wickedneſs,as that by it I may 
underſtand to appoint you ſuch a Death as you deſerve. For 1t 1s but fir 
that you ſhould die miſerably,who by perverting Juſtice have made others 
live ſo. This the Duke ſaid more willingly, to give content to the people, 
who loved Philopantas ; and forthwith he ſent for Ka/obelus,and deſired him 
to bring Erotocles and Bextivolio, aſſuring him that his meaning was only 
to be better inform'd in the late action, and to make fuch reparation of 
Erotocles his Wrongs as the late notice of them which he had receiv'd did 
require. The Gentlemgn who carried the Meſſage, inſtructed them fully 
in the particulars, Edch of them giving thanks to the Divine Providence, 
which takes care of the oppreſſed , they came to the Duke, who condol'd 
with Erotocles for the unfortunate death of his VVorthy Father , with 
reſentment of his own loſs of ſuch a Faithful Subje& ; aſſuring him of 
the re-poſſeſſion of his Lands ; and withal added, that though he could 
not recal Philopantas his life, yet he would perfe& the Revenge of his 
Death, which was in part inflicted upon the Wicked Forzario : and immedi- 
ately gave order, that Labargyrus ſhould be brought to his Tryal. Tur- 
ning towards Bemtivolio, he expreſyd the great Joy which he had for the 
arrival of a perſon ſo Honourable in his Country, as alſoa high admirati- 
on of his skilful Courage, and much more of his great Good will , which 
made him undertake ſuch a dangerous relief of a wrong'd Gentleman; 
and having ſignified much content in the Death of one that was ſo un- 
worthy to live , he ſaluted Kalobulus, much: praifing the conſtancy of 
his Love to his Friend in diſtreſs, and his prudent condu& in the late 
Action. 

As they were talking , a meſſenger bronght word that Labargyrus was 
come. The Duke, accompanied with his chief Lords, as alſo with Bex- 
tivolio and Erotocles, whom he deſired to go along with him, fate down in 
the Judgment-ſeat, and cauſed Proclamation to be made, That whoſoever 
could juſtly accuſe Labargyrus, ſhould have free liberty to do it. VVhere- 
upon abundance of VVitneſſes of his unparallel'd unrighteouſneſs, filenc'd 
before with fear of his Power and frequent experiences of his Malice, 
«ae in and ſpake freely againſt him ; ſome accuſing him of the VVrongs 
which they had ſuffered from him, others of ſuch as he had madethem do. 
Fuſtice complain'd that he had barniſh'd her out of the Courts of Fudicature 
and the Aſſemblies of Merchants , and commanded her to beabſent her ſelf 
from all places of Civil Contracts. Authority ſaid , that he had proſtituted 
her to every juſt deſign. Simplicity accus'd him for waking a diſgraceful 
ſhow of her in his crafty wdertakings. Order, laid to his charge , that 
ſhe was ever put out of place when it ſerv'd his Intereſt. Equity affirm'd that 
ſhe could never obtain leave to ſpeak againſt the leaſt gw#llet in Law. Re- 
ligion, challeng'd him for defiling the profeſſion of Holineſs with Covetouſ- 
neſs, for which purpoſe only he had courted her with a falſe Heart. Some 
Widdows, which ſtood by , alledged againſt him, that he had made their 
Tears wore Salt with the Wrongs of Fatherleſs Children. On the other ſide, 
Bribery confeſs'd that ſhe was hisCreature,and had not been but that ſhe was 


begotten by his Diſhoneſty. Partiality acknowledged that ſhe us'd to incline 
cantrary 
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contrary to the right ſide for his friends fake. Delay ſaid, that ſhe would 
not have way-lay'd Expeditions when poor people expected her coming, but 
that * Bradion his chict Clerk , bad her do it, ti!l he had got more money. 4 flow Perſon. 
The Fury denyed not that they had often given wrong Verdis, bur that ic 
was by private directions from Labargyrus. Rapine excuſ,'d her ſelf, that ſhe 
would have been gone, but that ſte cou'd not get our of his hands, Falſe- 
—_— reſtified againſt her {elf ; but added, that ſhe would have been 11- 
lent , bur that ſhe ſaw he Joved not the Truth. Rewenge avowed that ſhe 
was wearied, and would have taken her leave , but that he bad her ſtay , 
for he could make good uſe of her. Craft proteſted that ſhe would have 
been aſham'd to have thewn her fice, but that hehelp'd her toa w1zardand 
ſometimes gave heran old Law-book to hold before her. Strife contended 
that ſhe would never have come , but that he ſol/zcited her. Power main- 
tained that ſhe would have omitted much which ſhe had done, but that he 
ſaid it was r4z2ht. The ſurviving Witneſs, call'd Pſeudorcus , confirm'd his 4 pajur'd 
firſt acknowledgment, that the death of Philopantas was plotted between ©*/9 
* Labargyrus and Forzario,and that he took a fa!ſe oath with his Companion, *Acorupr 
now dead, again't his Conſcience , meer'y at their inſtigation, and for a 7"'® 
ſmall ſumm of money, which yet Labargyrus never paid him. The Duke 
aſtoniſh'd at theſe wickednefſes, Labargyrus having before confeſs'd his 
Guilt, he condemn'd him and Pſexdorcxs to be hang'd both rogether upon 
one gallows ; and that , for a Terrour to ſuch as ſhou!d ſucceed in Laber- 
gyrus his place, his Hands ſhould be cut off and nial'd upon the ſeat where 
he had perverted right, 
Alittleafcer Executi6n was perform'd, the melTenger which was ſenc 
for Ingayns return'd with very unwelcome news, to wit, that ſhe had made craft. 
an eſcape ; and though they had purſued her very hard, they could not 
overtake her, nor meetany that would diſcover where ſhe was. The man- 
ner of her eſcape was thus : Argus her keeper one Evening being about to 
drink, one came running haſti:y towards the priſon door,crying, Fire, Fire, 
near to the Magazine of Powder, make haſte to quench it, orelſe we ſhall 
all be blownup. Argx fearing that Inganna had corrupted ſome of the 
Houſe to play this wicked trick, ſets down his Cup near the grate of the 
Priſon Window,and haſtned to aſſiſt the reſt in preventing the danger which 
threatned them. Inzannaeſpying this Cup, took her time and put therein 
ſome Opiate Ingredierits, which ſhe carriedabout her for ill uſes. The fire 
being quench'd by the Diligence of tke Servants, Argus makes haſte to 
his charge, not knoiving what was done, and being more than ordinary X 
thirſty, he drinks, and ſits down by the Grate. But the Opiate working 
upon his Senſes, he falls aſleep. She takes the key of the Door out of his 
Pocket, quietly opens the Grate, and pulls him ir, cuts his throat , pulls 
off hiscloathes, and puts him in her bed, and herown cloathes upon ir 
which ſhe had chang'd for his ; ſo locking the door, when it was dark went 
away. No body atfirſt ſuſpeRing her tobe gone, though they miſs'd 4r- 
gr, eſpecially becauſe for two daies before ſhe pretended to be fick : but 
when they could not find her Keeper,nor wake her anſwer at the door,they o 
ſuppoſs'd that ſhe vas dead. But remembring that it was Inganna, they ſuſ. 
peded ſomething worſe , and fo breaking open the door they found what 
had happen'd. 
The Relation of chis un fortunate Accident was troubleſome to them all, 
but efpecially to Bextivelio , who had entertain'd ſo much Good-will for 
others, that he had a natiiral Grief for their affligions , and he counted In- 
gann's 
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anza's Liberty tobeone of the greateſt imaginable; and indeed noleſs 
2 miſchief to mankind , than the raging Sea 1510 a Country when it hath 
broke through the guard of the Banks.But well knowing how comfort'e1s 
that Pity is which doth not relieve thoſe of whom we have compaſſion, he 
reſolv'd to undertake the purſuit of Imganna, and, if he poſſibly wighe , 
to take her oncemore, or to hunt her ſo cloſe as to drive her out of the 
Country , and at leaſt, as he went along, to undoher works, to unde- 
ceive the people ; and, having tryed his utmoſt, to haſten, according to his 
promiſe, towards Vanaſembla. That he might overtake the Fox before ſhe 
had Earth'd herſelf, he thought it was not amiſs to ſend Hue-and-Crie after 
Ixgapnz ; and that ſhe might be more eafily known, one of Kalobuls his 
ſervants put into it this ſhort Deſcription of her Perſon and Manners : 


If any chance to mect the famous Inganna, lately broke looſe from her 
Keeper, let them take heed they be not cheated themſelves ; and, for 
the benefit of others, bring her priſoner to the Caſile of Hap-lotes , where 
they will find a great reward for their pains. She is known by theſe 
marks : She hath ſuch ſquint Eyes , that none can tell which way ſhe 
looks. She hath two Tongues , and agreat faultring in her ſpeech. She 
is cover 'd with a ann 6, 20 Male, which ſhe changeth continually 
into divers faſhions. She often wears a Religious Mask, ana goes wery 
ſeldom with naked Breaſts, ( but it is not for Modeſty ſake , ) yet ſome- 
times ſhe doth. She loves towalk in the night , and is never without a 
dark Lanthorn. In the day-time ſhe may be ſeen inTradeſmens ſhops, 
eſpecially ſuch as have half-lights. - She attends all ſorts of ©Manu- 
attures, end teacheth Artificers to adulterate every ſecond pattern 
of their works. She frequents all places of Commerce, for few bargains 
are made without her. You will not fail of her, where you ſee any take 

' wp great ſumms of Money with an intention to break. If you hear any man 
give another ſuch Council as ſerves his own ends, but hurts his friend 
that ask'd it , no dowbt he is one of her acquaintaxce. There is no ſer- 
vant that hath learn'd to cheat his Maſter » but is one of her Diſet- 
ples. If you meet any that _— of divulging their ſecrets, or the de- 

' ayal of Money which they. had intruſted with a falſe Friend , the 
can tell you where ſhe dwells. If youfind broken promiſes ſcatter d upon th 
pragis you may track her by them. Be ſure, to enquire for her of ſuch 
as ſpeak vvith many Proteſtations, and forget not to ſearch wrohere you per- 
cerve great ſhows of Honeſty. 


- So having ſent adiſcreet meſſenger, to raiſe the Beaſt which he purpos'd 
to Aunt, inorder to his defign he declar'd his Reſolutions.to Eretocles and 
K alobulus ; and having given them thanks for the noble Courteſies with 


. which they had entertain'd him , he pray'd them to diſiniſs him with 


the- ſame good AﬀeRion , aſſuring them that where-ever he ſhould be, 
he would never forget the Obligations which their Friendſhip had put 
tipon him. | 
Whoſoever had been preſent when Erotosles and Kalobulus heard this 
unwelcome News, they might have ſeen in a lively Repreſentation how 
harda thing it 1s to Ingenuous Spirits to part with ſuch a Friend, 'whoſe 
ſingular Vertues have engag'd their Aﬀed&ions. For they having plac'd 
Benttvolio in the moſt inward room of their Hearts, when they ſaw that 
the time of his departure was come, complain'd againſt the rigid Laws of 
| Place 
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Place, which confines us toſuch a narrow compaſs, that many times we 
have not liberty to be where we molt defire. They reſented a ſeparation 
from Bentiwolto, not only as a {traight Impriſonment, but as a Cruel fort of 
Death. But though ky reaſon of their Paſſion they forgot that it is not by 
Chance but Deſign that Good Men are diſpers'd upon the Earth, that like 
greater Stars mingled with ſmaller, they may Illuminate and Adorn the ru- 
der parts of the World ; yet when they recolleced themſelves, they made 
uſe of their Philoſophy, and were Obedient to thoſe Precepts which re- 
quire us to preſerve an Equality of Temper inall the Changes of our Life; 
leſt by repining when we are deprived of ſome Benefits which we former- 
ly enjoy'd, we take an unjuſt Occaſion to negle& our Gratitude for having 
been happy ſo long : And perceiving that Bentivolio's ſtay was burdenſome, 
where he thought his preſence not fo uſeful , they gave him a conſtrained 
leave to profecute his owa moſt noble Reſolutions 3 only Thraſymachz, 
who could not ſo ſuddenly bear a Divorce from one whoſe Vertues had 
ſtollen away his heart, had leave to accompany him ſo long as till Bextivols 
ſhould dehire him to return. 


Inganna kept on her former Courſe, being entertain'd by ſome of her Craft. | 


old Acquaintants , where ſhe remain'd undiſcovered a great while , and by 
her ſecret Negotiations corrupted the Inhabitants of Argertora: of which 
Bentivolio was forc'd , as he went along, to be a ſad Witneſs. 


As he and Thraſymachus were riding through the Woods, with which that 4 couragiume 
Country doth abound,in a place where the Buſhes were thick and tall,they Sexidirr. 


hearda doleful cry,which by reaſon of the feeble ſoftneſs of it,they gueſs'd 
to be the laſt breathings of ſome dying Perſon. Spurring forward, as they 
were directed by that-ſad Call, they ſoon perceived a diſmal occaſion of 
ſuch a lamentable ſound ; which was a young Virgin in the hands of two 
cruel Murderers, who were appointed for the Concernments of another to 
take away her life , and hide her Body, where it ſhould be in vain for any 
to ſeek it. Being come toa Place which they judg'd meet for the purpoſe; 
one of the Villains having baſe deſires of another ſort, which he meant to 
ſatisfie firſt , was attempting thatdiſhonour which the hangmen of Rowe us'd 
to perform upon Virgitfs before they were executed, becauſe till then 
their Law permitted them not to be put to death. The Lady was ſo enfee- 
bled with crying, and itriving, and fear, that ſhe was ſcarce able to de- 
tend her ſelf any longer. Bentivolis with a loud voice call'dto the Trai- 
tor, ſaying, Hold thy hands, or I will cut them off, Art theſe words he 
being ſomewhat ſtartled, and forc'd at preſent to give an unwilling obe- 
dience, without the leaſt reſpe& to one whom he judg'd nuch unworthy 
to ſpeak after that manner to him, reſoly'd ro make him eat them up a- 
gain: but a few blows which he received made him very ſenſible of the 
folly of his thoughts, though the death that went along with them made 
Repenrance too late for him. The other Villain would have ſaved himſelf 
by flight ; butThreſymachus purſning him,ſpoil'd his running by a blow 
upon his right Leg. They preſerv'd his Life, both that he might bea Wit- 
neſs of the Wrongs intended, and a means to diſcover the Wicked Au- 
thors of ſuch a Barbarous Plot. 
- TheGentleman who had appointed this Murder,had ordered three Horſe- 
men to follow at an undiſcern'd diſtance , to know whether the deſign 
cook effect, which they were to ſecure, if it fail'd in the others hands; 
Wickedneſs being ever ſuſpitious : and they ruſhing out of a Thicket , 
made a weak eſſay to perfe& what was ſo ill begun by the other two. But 
F being 
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being encountred much contrary to their expedation, they 1con re Lented. 
of their appearance in ſucha wicked bufineſs : for Pextiwulio ran the firit 
through the belly ; and as he was fallirg oft his Forſe,Thraſ) mack xs race 
a ſecond, headleſs; the third ketcok himſelf 10 fiight, kut kefcre Pexti. 
wolro could overtake him, Head Eroke his neck , lavirg in his fearful Faſte 
miſguided his Horſe into a place which was full of Pitts. 

The Lady , when they were gone out of ſight, Eegan to take up ter fears 


- again, which ſhe had laid afide tefore,and not knowing whether to go, went 


however where ſhe thought ſhe might beſt be ſheltred with the darkeſt 
ſhades, They examin'd the lame fellow, who was crawiirg up and down, 
and he did them one more ſervice than they reſerv'd him for, by telling 
them which way ſhe was gone. Making ſpeed after Fer to perfe& her De- 


_ liverance, they ſocn overtcok cne that could not*go very faſt, thoug}; 


Fear drove her on beyond her ordinary pace ; and being amaz'd at the firſt 
noiſe of the Horſes feet , ſhe could ſcarce believe her ſelf out of danger, 
when ſhe ſaw-the faces of thoſe which reſcued her : as one that hath been 
troubled with a perplex'd Dream of Death, is ready to think when he 
awakes that he is but ina new Dream of Life. Put aſſured by the words 
of their Compaſſion for her Sufferings , and Offers of their beſt aſſiſtance 
to carry her where ſhe defired to be, and having had as much experience 
as that {mall portion of Time could allow of their Virtuous diſpoſition, ſhe 
recovered her Spirits, and declared at their requeſt the reaſon of that 
calamitous ſtate in which they found her, and in which ſhe had periſhed 
but for their ſeaſonable approach. Thanking Heaven and them for her 
deliverance, ſhe began thus; I am call'd * Orphana; my Father was a 
Gentleman of good quality in this Country , who died when I was much 
younger than I am now. My Mother having plac'd her life wholly in his, 
took ſuch a deep impreſſion of his death into her heart, that ſhe dyed fo 
ſoon afcer him that they were both buried together in one grave. My Fa 
ther by his Will made a kinſinan of his my Guardian, hoping much by rea- 
ſon of a great Friendſhip which had been between them, and becauſe of 
many obligations which he had put upon him in his life-time ; as alſothink- 
ing that he had ſuch a love to the ſacred right of Truſt, that he would 
faithfully preſerve my Eſtate, and do his beſt for my happy Education. I 
my ſelf thought ſo a great while, till I found my ſelf deceiv'd with the 
out-ſide of a fair Carriage , which in time wore off, and his in-fide then 
appeard to be of another Nature. He had a Son of Gentle Carriage, but 
unworthy Conditions, whom he would have made my Husband : for which 
purpoſe he had endeavoured for a long time by divers Artifices to gain my 
affe&ions forhim. Having us'd many other means to no purpoſe, at Jaſt he 
tryed Menaces , threatning in general that it ſt ould be worſe for me, with- 
out adding the particular fignifications of his meaning : But Iunderſtood 
them too ſoon ; for after I had urg'd him with the performance of his Faith 
engap*d to my Father , by ſetling my Eſtate according to his Gift, he 
ſtoop'd toa moſt barbarous means of enjoying his will another way , and 
made uſe of the Villain who had been my ſervant to perſwade me to take 
the air in this Forreſt. What elſe they intended you know without my 
relation , having been Eye-witnefſes of the unſpeakable Wrong. But if 
Mu will condu& me to the City where I dwell , the Judge, ( who knew my 
Father, and, as they ſay, is return'd to an exa& care of Juſtice, by 
reaſon of ſome late Accidents which gave him a ſad notice of his former 


Negle&s, ) I make no doubt will deliver me from my cruel Goaler, I 
reſtore 
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reſtore we t9 my Eſtate with the enjoyment of ,wy Liberty. Though 
I eſteem you not ſuch as dogood that you way be pequired, yet yau 
ſhall ever be ranembred wh ſuch Honour as I can poſſibly give 
ro the Reſtorers of wy Life and the Preſervers of wy Chaſtity. 
 Bentivaligreceiving a Confirmation of her ſtory from the lan'd Villaig's 
confeſſion ,, ſaw , as he thought , a fair opporwnity to ſend Thraſymackes 
back again; for though he took a true delight in his company , yet he 
knew by this time he began to be expected by ſuch as diſmiſs'd him only yp- 
on condition of bjs Return ; {ſo entreating him to perform ſuch a Civility 
as the Ladie's neceſſity required, and as his awaafirs would not well per- 
mit him-to ſhow , he pray'd him toaccept of this occaſion to return to Ky- 
lobulus , giving him a thouſand thanks for his Love. Threſymechis encom- 
paſs'd with a double neceſſity, both of performing what he had projuiſy'd 
and of what was fit to be done, though ic was not prouuf,'d, conſtrain'd 
himſelf to leave Bentivolio againſt his will, apd to keep his word ; which 
did as much grieve him, as comfort the Lady-, ſering the inforcewent of 
his affectionate Tears ameans deſtinared to the perfeGing of her Joy. Hy- 
ving tyed the lame fellow to his Horſe , that he might give ag account of 
his Errand , and maynted the Lady upon her own » not brought 
thither ta carry her back again, Thr«ſywachus took his leave of Bextzuy- 
tio, if 

Bentivelis receiving vo other content from his ſtay ina Country which 
preſented him only vyith new inſtances of Iagarms's Malice, except the 
pleaſure of relieving ſome that vvere out-witted by ber Craft, reſolyed 
fo purſue her a little fyrther ; though he had ſought her in many places to 
no purpoſe, becauſe thoſe vvhich knew vvhere ſhe lurk'd vvould not diſ- 
cover her. He heard often where ſhe had been , but all denyed her pre- 
ſence, when he came to enquire for her where ſhe was. Ar laſt being well 


wearied , he left off his Purſuit, and took the neareſt way to Fax » Avain-ſpew. * 


wiſhing heartily that he might travail quietly without the diſturbance of 
ſuch undeſirable Occurrences ; though he had ſome reaſon to ſuſpect 
the Evenc of his Wiſhes, amongt ſuch people as vvillingly conceal'd In- 
4nns. | 

\ That we do more eaſily meet the Evils we fear, than obtain the Goods 
we deſire, he preſently found by a new Experience: For coming down 
into a loneſame Dale, he ſpyed 2 very unequal Fight; Three gave ſo ma- 
ny blows to One, chat jt wasa great wonder he was able to receive them ; 
yet having ſa wany more than he defired, made him give them ſome a- 
gain: Oneof the Three ſecing Bextivolio come upon the Gallop, and ſuſ- 
pedGing what he was, being taught to fear by his guilty Conſcience, never 
asking for what he came , he gave him ſuch a Welcome with his Sword, 
that he received not much thanks for it. But Bextivolio having drawn 
his Sword fo ſoon as he began to ſee he ſhould have uſe of it, gave him 
ſuch a requital upon his right Arm, that he! utterly ſpoyl'd him for that 
ſort of Complement ; and that he might nat be troubled with him when 
he ſhould have lefs leiſure ro atrend him, he cut off his other Hand too, 
having buta little before ſeen them bath very i!! employed. 20 CO00ng 
into take part with the wrong'd Gentleman, the watch was equal ; thoug 

he ſaw by what was done , that the twq which oppreſs'd one had not on- 
ly a Mind to hurt, þut alſo great Ability to do it ill beftow'd upan 
them. Afcer a ſhort debate, Bextivelio decided the Controverſie; for 


one of them, thraugha raſh haſte ta do hanw, nat taking ſufficient care to- 
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prevent it, left his body not ſo well guarded, as the greatneſs of his pre- 
ſent danger required. Beztivolio not flighting ſuch an Advantage, ſtruck 
him ſuch a blow under the Ribs, that his Guts came forth, and diſenabled 
him from fighting any more. And refuſing to purſue his Vidory further, 
when two ſhouls fight with one, he turn'd toward the wrong'd Gentle- 
man ; and ſuppoſing by the modeſty of his Iooks that.it was no proud 
fury of a mad Challenge, he demanded what ſtrange accident had brovghc 
him to ſuch an unequal engagement , and who rhey were that had fo 
unworthily ſet upon him. Good Sir , ſaid he, be content that I de- 
lay to give you an Anſwer ſo long as till I may ſecure yonder fel'ow 
whom you have. juſtly deprived of his wicked hands, from killing 
himſelf: for though I eſteem his life as lictle as he doth, yet I think he 


-may die more ſeaſonably, and his death way be us'd to ſome betrer pur- 
Poſe than now it can. He, it ſeems, was running his head forcibly again(t 


the ground to have broke his Neck : but that failing, he was making full 
butt againſt a Tree to daſh out his Brains. The Gentleman having re- 
ſcned him from himſelf , who came thither to deſtroy him that ſaved him 
began to give an account to Bertivolio of what he ask'd. Sir, faid he, 


it is but juſt that I ſhould obey whatſoever you command, co whom I muſt 


A Womas'! 
Slave: 


4 Eater of 
Goodneſs. 


ever Owe ny life. This fellow whoſe hands you have Cut off, is call'd 
Dulogynes ; and though he was a Gentleman born, I may not falſly call him 
aWomar's-lave , for he hathunworthily devoted himſelf to the unjuſt plea- 
ſure of a cruel ſtep-mother of mine', and I am affraid that he came hither 
to day by her order todo the laſt of | difſervices which I have recei- 
ved from her by his hands. The other whom you have unbowell'd is nam'd 
eMiſokalon. ' never wrong'd him, that I know of, or gave him any ſuch 
provocation that requir'd ſatisfa&ion by my Ruine; only I took notice of 
a great change in his carriage towards me, after I had reprov'd him for his 
Imremperate life, and refus'd to aſſiſt him once ina moſt unrighteous deſign 
of betraying an Innocent perſon. This other Gentleman I do not know 


ſo wellas to beable totell you who he is, having ſeenhim very ſeldom, if 
' more than once in all my life : and I cannot but wonder how he came in- 


An manfidee 
rate Man, 


deſignof their own, theugh ] earneſtly deſired them to deſiſt, 


gaged in this unexpeRed quarrel with me, who never wrong'd him in the 
leaſt inſtance. | 

Sir, faid the Gentleman , I would you had for ever been ignorant of me, 
for then I ſhould not have been found in this unworthy AGtion : Bur if you 
will ſo far forgive me as to hear the Cauſe , you will more eaſily pardon 
the Effe&, My name is Abulue: I have for ſome time made love to a 
young Gentlewoman , which dwells in a houſe where you have ſometimes 
viſited her Brother. One of the ſervants , this Miſokalon here pretended a 
great love tome, and would needs take me aſide one day to impart ſome- 
thing to me which did nearly concern me ; which was, that you were my 
Rival , but managed your Aﬀe&ions ſo unhandſomly, that when you viſt- 
ed her under pretence of ſeeing her Brother , you had given a Charader 
of my ſelf which fitted none but rhe baſeſt of perſons ; laying ſeveral 
things tomy charge , which did never ſo much as think of before. He 
told me, If I defied the uſual ſatisfaction, I might have opportunity to 
ask it in this place : for that he knew you had appointed to be here to day 
upon ſome other occaſions. This brought me hither alone: but what 
Miſokalow came for, or how that man knew of my intentions, I underſtand 


not. Only after I had engaged , they came in barbarouſly upon fore 
as you know, 
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Dalogynes ſeeing the Truth ſo far reveal'd, and not caring what effecis the 
full difcovery might work upon one that was weary” of his life, confeſs'd 
that he and Miſokalen had p'otted the buſineſs ; tut that it was wholly to 
gratifie the Gentleman's Mother-in-Law, who had applied Miſokalor's batred 
againſt him to ſerve her own Revengeful heart : upon promiſe of Rewards 
they had engag'd Abulus to do that which they durſt not undertake of 
themſelves, by making him an enemy upon his own ſcore with feign'd 
Stories. Fw 

Bentivolio being well aſſured that this Myſtery had many conſiderable 
pieces not yet related, deſir'd the wrong;d Gentlemay to pertedt the report, 
that he might more fully underſtand the parciculars of that Cauſe, of which 
he knew ſo much in the General , that he was ſure he had taken his part 
juſtly. The Gentleman an" wer'd, I am an unfortunate inſtance of the un- 
happineſsof Second Marriages. As the World hath ſo far underſtood 
the miſchief of Polygamy, which ruineth Families with a promiſcuous brood 
of ſeveral Wives, and keeps. them in the everlaſting Fire of Emulations 
and Hatred , that it hath wiſely turn'd it out of moſt Nations by ſevere 
puniſhments, and uſually deathenjoyn'd by wholeſome Laws : ſo I ſhould 
think they did prudent]y , if they took a little more care to prevent the 
burt of Second Marriages , where the deceaſed Parent hath left a conſide- 
rablenumber of Children. For in that caſeit is accompanied with moſt 
of the fore-mentioned miſchiefs, Fealows Fears , Suſpicions encreas'd by ſuſ- 
piciens , mutual Hatreds , andcruel Undermining of the Intereſts of the for- 
wer Brood. By which means a Szep-dame is become a name of Reproach , 
and diſhonourable Application , being ſeldom deſtitute of an it Nature ; 
except in an incanſfiderable number , who are endued with rare Vertue. I 
did never wonder that the King of Glory requir'd the Honourable Miniſters 
of his Kingdom to be ſuch as could govern their own Families well; for it 
was fit they ſhould give a proof of their abilities for his ſervice by the ex- 
emplary order of their own Houſes: but TI underſtood not why he would 
have them the Husbands of one Wife : but when I conſidered the difficulty 
of Exemplarineſs in any thing but Diſorder , in Families which confoun- 
ded two diſtin generations of Children, whoſe intereſts are much ſepa- 
rated by the Second Wife, I admired the excellent coherence of his moſt 
prudent Rules. | 

Pardon, Good Sir, If I ſpeak more feelingly , where I am too much 
concern'd : for not only this days Intentions, but the reſt of my Miſ- 
fortunes began in a Step-mother. My own Mother having departed 
this World not many years after ſhe had brought into it my ſelf and a 


" Siſter, my Father in a ſhort ſpace married a young Woman ; of com- 


petent Beauty, and reported for Vertuous, more than our Obſervation 
can wake good ; by whomhe haddivers Children, She being very cove- 
tous , enleavourcd what ſhe could to advance their Eſtate above ours ; and 
finding that task ſomething hard, unleſsſhe could remove us out of the 
way, ſhe refolv'd to try what might be done as to that. She C-ondiſpatch'd 
wy Siſter, partly with the abuſes of evil Servants, which were fo far ac- 
cepiabie to her as they were offenſive to my Siſter, and partly by framing 
malicious Repreſentations of her tomy Father : by which means ſhe was 
often reprov d for no other cauſe, but that my Mother-in-Law hop'd that 
it would help to break her heart. When ſhe was ggne, there was bur one 
wore to diſpoſe of, and that was my ſeif. Of this; Deſign ſhe made ſinall 
ſtow by anP of her ations which lay open to common Cenſure ; her pub- 
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lick Carriage was as atieionate as the natural love of Mothers. uſeth to 
Puz on, and ſomething more, that the ovyerplus of Appearance might ſhade 
the defe&t of Reality: and though ſhe tryed by all means, which ſhe 
thought available, to diſaffe& my Father towards me, yet her more pub- 
lick ſpeeches ſeem'd wholly to be direGed to procure and maintain a very 
good opinionof me in his mind. But ſhe had ſervants tutor'd to make 
him believe that I was a ſcorner of his Choice, and a hater of his Marri- 
age : and they made me the Author of Reports againſt her , which he knew 
to be fal&,that he might belijeveevery thing to betrue which was ſaid again(t 
me. Tae beſhort, the diſafieQions which they had planted in himtowards 
me, by their inceſſant improving them with freſh arguments of their rea- 

ſanableneſs, grew to that heigth, that I was diſinherited : which though 
it was moſt afflictive, ariſing from ſuch groundleſs cauſes, and brought on 
by a moſt hateful perſon ; yet upon conſideration of my Father's Inno- 
cence abus'd, and the relation by which I was taught indiſpenſable Obedi- 
ence, I madea ſhift to ſwallow it ; and having been for a good while ac- 

cuſtonrd te ſuch Diet, Ikegan more eaſily to digeſt it. My Adverſary 
enragdro ſee every envenom'd Dart caſt in vain by the foremention'd 

hands, reſoly'd to take another courſe, fearing leaſt her Plot ſhould be 
diſcovered , ſince it was ſo long before ſhe could put it ina@ ; and theres» 
fore, as I now perceive, to diſpatch the buſineſs, ſhe had by poyſonous in- 
ſinuations endeavour'd to make this Innocent Geztl/emas thirſty for my 
guiltleſs bJaod. ' They made a fine Tale indeed of my being his Rival in 
affections ta Lady with whom I never talk'd privately inmy life ; and in- 
deed by reaſan of the difcouragements which I apprehended from being diſ- 

inherited, I abandon'd all thoughts of Love to her or any elſe. * Miſdkalon, 

to pracure this unhappy Meeting, invited me toa private Hunting in this 
place ; and percelving this Gentleman, whom they had abus'd, not come,in 

whoſe courage it ſerins they truſted more than their own, they pretended 

to po to a Gentlewar's Houſe to haſten his coming, and to fetch away the 

Dogs,deſiring me to entertain my ſelf in the Valley ; where from ſome Stand 
which they had; they had no ſoener eſpied me engag'd, but they came in 

with diſhonourable aſſiſtance, not to help this Gentleman, but to ruine me, 
and fatisfie wy Wicked Mother. And was I, faid the woful * Abujxe, the 
only Inſtrument which this Deviliſh Woman could ſingle out for her laſt a& 
of Villany ? All-knowing Power , which art Witnefs of my Innocence, 

take not Vengeance of wy Ignorance, forgive my raſhneſs, and grant me 
with more ſober Prudetice toguide my future undertakings. And for the 
wrong which 1 have through indiſcretion done to you, ſaid he, turving his 

ſpeech to the Gentleman, | offer beſides the hearty repentanceof my Error, 

ſuch other ſatisfaGion as you ſhall require. Nothingelſe, replyed he ; but 

that for the future you would continue to love one whom you would not 

have hated but for Miſmformation. I do alſo beſeech you, ſaid he to Bex- 
tivolio, of whom I know nothing but Courage and Pity, to accompany me 
to the Town which isnot far off, that you may be a means to procure me 
that Juſtice which I doubt not may be had eaſily through the aſſiſtance of 
your Teſtimonies : both kecauſe my Father is of ſo good a Nature that he 
loves Truth, and hath ſo much reaſon left as to underſtandit, when it is 
aptly reveal'd to him, and becauſe the. Judge whos lately ſent hither, is ſuch 
a true Lover of Juſtice, that he wil ſpare no Offender for any Perſ.nal 
Conſiderations. His coming was occafion'd by the removal of his Prede- 


ceſſor, who was ſo over-aw'd by the Intereſt of a great Couftier, cali'd 
Forzario, 
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Fortarto, that no Cauſe was ever heard till he knew h13 Op-1nton of it ; or 
if it was, and the Evidence never fo clear, yet they could get no Sentence 
againlt Ferzario's friends : by which means Poor men , crucified with Ex- 
pecation , car'd not what became of their Cauſes, ſince they could bring 
them to no concluſion notwithſtanding their woſt conitant endeavours. Burt 
when his Patron Forzario was gone , the wrong'd people procured a Pu- 
mſhment to be appointed for him with {ome reſemblance of his Sin ; for 
he was hung up alive with a line run through the Auklesof both his Feet , 
to be tormented between Life and Death, as others had been by his means 
between Hope and Doubt. 
V Vhen they were come to the City, they went direGly to the Preſident, 
accompanied with mulritudes of peop'e, who were aſtoniſh'd at the la- 
mentable ſight of perſons beſprinkled with Blood, and the Fellow with 
his Hands cut off The Preſident lceeing Pertivolio with the reſt, received 
him in moſt courteous manner, as we!l remembring what kind of Pe: ſon he 
had diſcovered himſelf in Erofecles buſineſs : bur he defiring the Preſident 
to omit all Cerem-nies concerning himſelf, pray'd him to take cognizance 
of an eminent piece of VVickedneſs , which would requirea moſt ſexere | 
Caſtigation. So having produced « Abnlzs, who related all that he krew : - _— 
and > Dulogynes who was willing to ſay any thing -which might help to put > 4 womas's 
him out of his pain, having accuſed < Antmater tor contriving the buſineſs, Save. i 
and hiring them to do it, ſhe was forthwith ſentfor : the people being mac}, * Fmt 
ſtartled, that one eſteem'd very Virtuous ſhould appear by her Actions ſo 
contrary to the general opinion. | 
*Gynecews, the Gentlewan's Father, who was preſent, was equally trou- 4 Woo + 
bled with the Prefidiouſneſs of his Wife, and the Innocence of his Son. 4x- 9 ©0705 
: h : . Huiband, 
ftimater vext with the ill ſucceſs of her Deſign, which ſhe now gave for loſt, 
rook a glaſs of Poyſon which ſhe had kept as her laſt remedy, for her Son, 
if the Plot fail'd, and ſhe not diſcovered, or for her ſelf; if ſhe ſhould hap- 
pen to be reveal'd. So doing Execution upon her ſelf with this, ſhe pre- 
vented the Judge's Sentence. The Father was clear'd as to the murderous 
Plor, only rebuk'd fora doting Credulity , and ordered, for a prevention 
of ſuch other miſchiefsas his Son had already ſuffered, to ſettle his Eſtate 
upon him, and to marry no more whil'ſt he lived. Beztivolio interceded 
tor Abnlxs, becauſe he was betrayed , whom the young Gentleman alſo free- 
ly forgave. Dwlogynes was condemn'd to be put into a Sack with the com- 
panion of his treachery, and to be thrown down fromthe Tower of the Ci- 
ty into a great Lake which was before it. 
Bentivolio having ſeen a good concluſion of a troubleſome buſineſs, and 
being now near the borders of Vanaſembla, his deſires to meet his Friends, 49in-Fero, 
grew vigorous, much afrer the manner of Travellers, who mend their pace 
when they come within fight of their wiſh'd Home. But the Heat of the 
Jay having ſpent his ſpirits, he was compell'd by wearineſs to make a ſina!l 
tay upon the way, and ſpying a Rock out of whoſe ſide a Spring pour'd 
ir ſe]f upona broad Stone, which with a continued Stream it had hollowed 
into the formof an Artificial Ciftern, and kept ir til] full with liquid Cry- 
{al inſtead of the Stone which it had worn away ; and ſeeinga Poplar which 
invited him with a deleQable ſhade, he ſate down : and as he was confide- 
ring the beauty of his ſolitary Retirement, and givivg thanks to 
the benign Lord of the VVorld , who had by his merciful VViſdom 
made ſo many comfortable Receptacles for the VVeary , he was di- 


verted by the ſound of a Voice from the further fide of the Rock , fo 
form'd 


40 


Bentibolio and Uranija, Book. I. 


form'd that it was a lively Expreſſion of So1rowand Anger. A Gentleman 
and his Wife, great ſharers in thoſe ſufferings which very few could eſcape 
in that unjuſt Country , had by chance repos'd themſelves in that place. 
The Gentlewoman deeply affected with their preſent Calamity, which was 
much encreas'd with a freſh remembrance of their former Happineſs, and 
looking upon the Impunity of their Oppreſlors as a great ſcandal to the 
Divine Government , ſhe tranſcended the common aſte&ionateneſs of her 
&x, and delivered the reſentment of her own and others Afflicions in ſuch 
unuſual Language, that it did ſufficiently declare that ſhe was tranſported 
with extraordinary Paſſion. Her Words were theſe : 


O ſluggiſh Earth ! canſt thou bear the __ with ſo much Pati- 
ence ? Open thy mouth and ſwallow up the Wicked, O dull Sea! why 
doſt thou not, as of old , break through thy Flood-gates, ard drown the 
Ungoaly 8 Hide _ ſinners in your Ruines , ye mighty Hills. But theſe 
Rocks are deaf. Fall down from Heaven, thou Fire of God. Where 
are you, Hot Thunderbolts ? You mortal Plagues, where ever you ſleep, 
awake and ſciſe => _—_—_ not worthy to be ſpared « minute huger. 
Riſe up, you wildeſt of the Beaſts, and make your prey of ſuch as are more 
Beaſts than any that Ranye in Forreſts. How ſlow they come ? Alas ! 
Alas ! O Horrible and General Revolt of the Ingrateful and Cowardly 
Creation , when none dare appear to Revenge the wronp'd Creator! O 
fooliſh Sun! deſt thou vouchſafe to ſhine, and warm ſuch as fin in defe- 
ance of Patience ? Oe Moon, be thou turn'd into a Sea of blood , ana 
then fall down upon the Incorrigible Earth. Te fiery Starrs, pour out your 
meſt deſtruttive —_ upon ſuch as ſollicite puniſhment with the laſt 
proofs of extream Diſobedience. But ſinners muſt be confirm'd by Impu- 
nity, when theſe which ought toinfliet Puniſhment have joyn'd in their 
lewd Conſpiracy. O Goa! O God! 


There ſhe ceas'd, forher Husband interrupted her with a voice which 
was gentle in it ſelf, andcarried ſuch words as one would never have ex- 
peced for an anſwer to the foregoing Exclamations, which ſeem'd not on- 


ly psſſionate , but juſt. Heſpoke thus : 


Hold, hold, Nemeſis. Let none be ſo angry in Gods behalf. It becomes 
him to the e Merciful, and alſo to endure the — Muſt he ftrike 
Juſt at thoſe Minutes which Sinners point to with the follies of diſobedi- 
ence? Feeble Woman ! he can bear with Fools more eafily, it ſeerss, than 
thou canſt conſider it. Thoſe Unrighteous people , of whom thou duſt com- 
plain, have abuſed Goodneſs : but that Goodneſs is not ſo impotent as to 
fly to imomediate Revenge. He takes not the forfeitures of careleſs 
debtors , but will accept of payment , though it come after the day when 
2t is firſt due. He will not ruine the Trl aſſer as ſoon as he hath given 
hin Cauſe ; no, though he hath put Wilfulneſs into the offence ; if he 
break hu heart with the confideration of his UUnworthineſs, and ſeek 
Mercy with a"chang'd Soul ; It becomgs him to forgive, who hath com- 
mwanded others to do ſp : and what He remits , who ſhall require? He 
knows when it is fit to puniſh the Impenitent ; and if they fin longer, 
heve they not ſuffered a great part of their Miſery ? He will afflid# this 
Wicked World : the Proſperity of the Ungodly hath its Period : Before 


He end all things, He will overcome the Evil ſpirit which now 
| relgns. 
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reigns. All-powerful Goodneſs and, invincible Charity ſhall caſt Force and 
Fraud into a bottomleſs pit: but becauſe He hath nat a mind todo theſe things 
preſently, let us depart with ſilence. 


Bextivoliodiſcerning the Reaſe onableneſ! $ of this Anſiyer to have taken off 
all thoſe Objzeons _ diſquieted, his mind, when he confider'd the 
vile ſtate of Argentora , diſmiſt his troubleſome thoughts ; and was now on- Be S1mwaf 
ly ſollicitous how he might find the neareſt way to the Merropolie of Fane- pong of 
ſembla, | —_— 


— a 


- 


T HE 


SECOND BOOK- 


PIACENZA. 


[= — aw - . . — oa O_o 


The Volaptuom 
Stare. 


em — 


R A NT A having diſmiſs'd Bextivolie, taking 
with her the moſt Vertuous * Panaretm , went 
the higher way which leads towards the plea- 
ſant Hills of Pizacenza. The freſh Breezes of 
healthful Air, joyn'd with the pleaſure of a 
moſt deleGable Situation and the fertility of 
rich Fields , affured them that the Country 
was calls þy a moſt proper name. When 
they were come a few miles within the Por- 
ders, .{{razis began to be oppreſs'd with ſuch 
an extraordinary Drowſineſs , that ſhe could 

very hardly keep her eyes open. Whilſt they wondred what ſhould be 

the cauſe, they ſpied the Grounds before them all covered with Poppies 
which grew there in ſuch plenty that it was ſufficient to caſt all the VVorld 
into a dead ſleep. To keep themſelves awake they were forc'd to mend 
their pace, which ſoon brought them to the edg of a Plain, from whence 
they might beholda City , which was oneof the moſt beautiful, as they 
could gueſs at that diſtance, that ever they beheld. That they might un- 
derſtand the Conditions of the People, and furniſh themſelves the better 

fora e trough the Country ; Urania defired Panaretus to go a 
1 , to try what diſcovery he could make. © She repos'd her ſelf 

inthe mean-while under the covert of ſome broad Sycamores , whither ſhe 


appointed him to return toher. Having ſate down upon the rcot of a Tree 
| that 
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that form'd it ſelf intoa natural ſeat, either through wearineſs of her Jour- 
ney, or that her Brains were affected with the ſent of ſoporiferous Herbs 
which grew hard by her, ſhe fell aileep, and dreawd, That ſhe receiv'd 
deadly poyſon in a Cup of pleaſant Liquor, which one had given herto 
quench a violent thirſt which had ſe1z'd upon her; and as ſhe had*dranl: 
part of it, Panaretus (truck the reſt out of ner hand , and knowing wel! 
the Efleds which would ſhortly follow, if not tinely prevented, gave 
her an Antidote which preſerv'd her from all danger. 'the Dream was too 
real a repreſentation of her preſent Caſe : for, juſt as Panarerus return'd, a 
Serpent had crept out of the neighbouring Graſs, and was making towards 
her ; which Pazaretus eſpying, wade what haſte he mioht after her, calling, 
Hrania, Urania, ſafe your (elf ! By that time he had drawn his Sword, the 
Serpent well aware of her purſuer turn'd head, and contracting her long 
Neck into a ſhorter compaſs, bolted her ſelf at his Face. Paxaretus de- 
f-ated that Malice,: and withal beſtowed ſuch a blow upon that part of the 
Neck where the Head is joyn'd immediately to it,that he divorc'd one from 


the other. | 
By this Preludinm they gueſs'd to what Key the reſt of the Muſick was 


ſer, which they were to expe in Pracenza; of which they were more a(- Pleaſure, 


ſured by what happen'd to Panaretus. Before he could reach the City, he 
came to a beautiful Walk where ſhady Trees were ſo decently plac'd, that 
his Eyes ſtay'd his Feet , that he might have more time to behold, in> moſt 
excellent inſtance , Nature made perfe&ly obedrent tothe Orders of Arr, 
and both conſpiring to make one ſtand ſtil] with the allurements of a VValk. 
As he was entertaining his Fancy with the lovely order, proportionable 
growth, and wonderful height of green Trees,he was ſurpriz'd witha dole- 
ful Voice, which ſcenrd to come from one whom Violence made to com- 
plain : and it was ſo exquiſitely form'd to ſhow extremity of Grief, that 
anv which heard it would imagin that one not. far off ſuffer'd ſomething 
worſe than death. The courteous diſpoſition of Panaretas drew him out of his 
way to relieve, as he intended, the diſtreſs'd Wight. The Buſkes thorow 
which he was to paſs were intricate as a Labyrinth ; but the Voice ſerv'd for 
a Clue, and by that direction he arriv'd, where he ſaw a VVoman of more than 
ordinary Beauty , which diſplay'd it ſelf more openly, as ſhe ſeem'd de- 
ſpoiled of her Garments, which were torn off ſq artificially , that one 
might well perceive thoſe ſhreds that remain'd on, were not intended to 


hide her body. Panaretus was amaz'd at this uncouth Viſion, for ſhe bad 41 vertno:s. 


' ſcarce ſo muchuſe of Clothing as even Cruelty doth often leave in pity to 
Modeſty. She pretended by tearing her Hair, Weeping, and many paſli- 
onate words, to continue the former Tragick Lamentation. Of which 
when Panaretus demanded the cauſe, ſhe ſaid, A Villain had ſurpriz'd her 
as ſhe was ina loneſome Walk, and after ſuch uſage as hemight perceive 
beſtow'd upon her , hearing ſome body come through che Buſhes, he tan 
away : and fince he had ſo happily arriv'd to her ſuccour, ſhe pray'd him, 
leſt her Enemy had only retreated to watch his advantage, that he would ac- 
company her to a Lodge which belong'd toa Houle of hers not faroff, Pax- 
aretus believing all this to be real, conduRts her to the Ladge , which he 
found more like a Palace than ſuch a mean Appurtenance as Lodges uſe to be 
to the principal eManſion. For it was ſituate in the midlſt of a fair Garden, 
adorn'd with rich Statutes and watred with pleaſant Rivulets, which ſeem'd 
to haveſlid into it unawares , and went upand down winding to ſeek their 
way out again. Within, there were large Rooms ſo nobly furniſh'd, that 
G 2 he 
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he thought if this was a Loage, he was utterly ignoraut of proportions by 
which he might gueſs at the Palace. 

He had been there but a little while before he was made to underſtand 
where he was, and to what end he was brought thither ; which did ſo reGti- 
fie his apprehenſions, that he ſaw plainly now that he had more need to re- 
lieve himſelf than others. The Gentlewoman having brought him into her 
Bed-chamber, offered him ſuch uncivil Courteſies, that he was fain to tell 
her he ſhould much rather chuſe to die than to receive them. She replied , 
And one of the two you muſt chuſe. And, Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that any 
Woman can beſo Ingrateful , as to threaten to take away life from one 
who was willing buta little before to have given it for her preſervation #2 
Can any Woman be ſo Immodeſt , as to offer Violence to his Chaſtity who 
offer'd his ſervice with his own utmoſt peril , as he thought, in the defence 
of hers ? It cannot be that you ſhould ſpeak theſe words as an unworthy 
demand, but withan intention of making a tryal of wy Temper ; and that 
I ſhall further aſſure you to-be much averſe from all Unchaſtity by ſpeedy 
abandoning the danger of Tentation. With which words he haſtily turn'd 
about and went out of the room, not doubting bur they are the moſt Wick- 
ed of Sinners which do alſo tempt other. Before hecould reach the Stairs 
he was accoſted with two Arm'd men, whom ſhe had call'd up with the 
ſound of a ſhrill Whiſtle which was tyed at her wriſt : and then he was 
forc'd to produce Arguments of another ſort to defend himſelf. Having 
drawn his Sword , he retreated to one ſide of the Room, that he might 
have both his Enemies before him. They being very confident that they 
had to do with a young Souldier, his face bearing yet but very little ſhew 
of years, made more bold with him than was to their Comfort : for he 

arded himſelf ſo well, and watch'd their ill-manag'd Fierceneſs ſo nar- 
rowly , that he had opportunity to ſtrike one of the Vilains ſo full over 
the face, that he made both his Eyes uſeleſs ; and though he could not ſee 
what he did , he had a great mind to do ſomething, and would needs run 
in upon his adverfary , who held his Sword ſo advantageouſly , that the 
Aſſaſſinate put his heart upon the point of it. His Companion ſeeing him- 
ſelf ſingly engaged, deſpair*d of ſafety any way but by his Feet, and 
therefore betook himſelf to them : þut before he got the ſecond ſtaire, Pax- 
aretu ftruck off his Head, which was ſoon at the kottom of the ſteps, and 
the Body , keeping its former pace , made what haſte it could after it. The 
Gentlewoman ſomething angry that her men were {> long about a ſhort work, 
as ſhe &ſteem'd this, came forth to chide them : but finding her expeGati- 
ons utterly undone , ſhe began to fink with fear, Jeſt in a rage Panarerus 
ſhould ſend her to Hell after them. Though ſhe had little ſtrength by rea- 
ſon of fear, and no Goodneſs, ſhe made a ſhift to light upon her knees ; 
and as ſhe was going to beg her life, * Paxaretus deſiring to be free from her 
witked language, in what form ſoever ſhe ſhould expreſs her impure <ou!, 
interrupted her thus ; No, deviliſh Woman, who haſt warried ſhameleſs Luſt 
and barbarous Cruelty ina crafty Sou], do not think that I will Ee thy Ex- 
ecutioner : The ground will not receive thy filthy Blood, though it were 
not diſhonourable forme to kill a VVoman ; and Death is too eaſie a puniſh- 
ment for thee. I abandon thee to be tormented alive with thy own wic- 
ked Conſcience ; when the time ſhall come that Death muſt tranſinit thee to 
other Tormenters, being weary of thy intolerable ſelf, I doubt not but 
thou wikt cut off thy own loathed life. 
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co returning to ſeck the way out of this curſed place,and having faund the 
former path, he utterly gave overall thoughts of going any further at pre- 
ſent, having too much news already to report to Urants of his dangerous 
Journey. 

The conſideration of theſe unhappy Prognoſticks made her demur a lit- 
tle concerning their progreſs. VVhere Danger is waniteſt, it is the grea- 
teſt folly inthe VVorld to ruſh upon it. And where the conſequence of 
Leing worſted is moſt extreamly important , it is good to examine ones 
ſtreng:h. It is no piece of Yaiour to court Tentations, Sometimes they 
Legan to bethink themſelves of the grounds of their journey ; and though 
they found them correſpondent to true VViſdom, yet they doubted whe- 
ther their way lay through Pzacenzz : then calting in their minds what Ha- 
zards they ſhould run of being overcome where invitations were ſo Potent, 
and what Outrages they might ſuffer where the reſiſtance would be vio- 
lent, they began to take counſe! how to avoid this Country, and go ſome 
other way to Vanaſembla ; ef) pecial:y when they remembred how many had 4%34in-/ers. 
miſcarricd in this unfortunate Country, But being gone ſo far that they 
knew not well how to turn out of the way, being incompaſs'd on ane ſide 
with a high Rock call'd * Hylotes, andon the other fide with a deep River —_— 
call'd a Piraſmns, and nowing the way was paſſable, though it requi- Timg. ” 
red care, having beenus'd to dangers with good ſlicceſs, and refleGing * Tnration, 
upon the Purity of their Intentions, their ſpotlcſ; Innocence and fix'd Re- 
ſolutions, truſting in the aſliſtanceof the Cod of pure Love, unto whom 
they had devoted their Souls, after hearty prayers for his happy gui- 
dance, they reſolv'd to venture forward. So leaving the beaten Rode, they 
came to a place where ſteep Rocks, dark Shades, and perfed Silence ſtruc 
them with a ſacred horror. As they wandred up and down to pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the ſimplicity of that negleced place, near to a ſilver Brcok 
which crept along by the feet of the Rocks they ſpied a little Cottage, 


where one Paxcrates had retired to make his ſolitary dwelling, and toen- one who Loarh 


joy the freedom of that peaceful life which is not to be found in rumultu- —— —_ 

ous Towns. He was at firſt ſomething in doubt of the meaning of this un- "__ 

expected Viſit, becauſe he thought himſelf diſcover'd in the ſecurg priva- 

cy of his loneſomneſs by ſome of P/acepzes, who hated him and his way of Pleaſurt- 

life. VVhilſt they ſtoodas much wondring at the ſober countenance of a 

poor man , and the chearful louks of one that ſeem'd very meanly accom- 

modated , he demanded of them the reaſon of their acceſs into that So- 

litude, to which no common Pati gave them direGion; or what they 

could exped in a p'ace, which all others ſhun*d , becauſe it ſeem'd ut- 

rerly barren of Delight. Mrania made anſwer, We came 'not hither, Fa- 

ther, either becauſe we loſt our way, or that we deſire our preſence 

ſhould give you any Interruption. We have never_met with any great ſa» 

tisfaction in common paths , nor are alcogether unacquainted with thoſe 

Contentments that are moſt eaſily had where the Multitude doth teaſt 

think. We know that the pleaſures of Retirement are cover'd with the 

rough ſurface of Auſterity and outward appearances of ſad Melancholly , 

from 1uch a3 | ave choſen Senſuality for their Portion : but the Joyes wl ich 

are conceaFd under thoſe unlikely appearances are eaſily found out by the 

Lovers of God, for whom they are reſerv'd, and who know that they are 

the Subitance of that Felicity of which all other things, whichthe eafie 

part of the world admire, are ſcarce a ſhadow. Pancrates Fearing them 

ſpeak af.cr that faſhiyn, was no otherwiſeaticced with their words than a 
Mutica! 
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Muſical ear is with ſome ſele& Harmony ; and perceiving they had another 
preſence than the vain ſlightneſs of Pzacenza doth produce, he hadas rear 
a deſire to entertain diſcourſe with them, as they had to underſtand how he 
paſs'd his time in that ſilent deſart. He invited them into his Cell , which 
was homely, but clean ; and beſides the Rooms which ſerv'd him from all or- 
dinary occafions of life , he had another where he perform'd his R eltgious 
Afﬀairs. - He gave them bread , Herbs, and Water ; a great repaſt to ſuch 
who never cared for dainties, and were at preſent very hungry and thirſty. 
Having learn'd of them their purpoſe, at their requeſt he rold them where 
they were, the conditions of the People amongſt whom they were to tra- 
vail , and ſaid, If they would not deſpiſe the humble Counſel! of a poo 
man, he would dire them to eſcape ſome dangers which they muſt expe: 
and with -a Modeſt but Ere& Countenance, he began after this man- 
ner. 
This Country is ca'l'd * Praceyza; and moſt juſtly , for the Inhabitants 
count Pleaſure the chief Good, They make account, that the Fody is much 
better than the Soul, whoſe Sear they eſteem to be the Belly, having no great 
ſenſeor regard of any of its operations, but what they perceive there : 
they ſuppoſe it was put into the Boay only to keep it ſweet, and to make it 
capable of enjoying Pleaſure , for which they would not think it bcholden 
to the Soul neither , bur that they judg thedead deprived of Joy. They ac- 
knowledg no other definition of the Soul but A ſprightly Temper of body. They 
zudg that there are but two chief Afﬀedions in the Soul, which they call 
Foy and Grief; and thar the firſt is Vertue , and the ſecond Vice. They be- 
lieveall things which have Foy, Love, and Delight in them, and where the 
Objettsare ſenſual, to be Good ; and that whatſoever hath Gare, Fear or _ 
Labour init, 18 Nawght, and that it was made by the Devil, if there be a- 
ny ; of which ſometimes they will expreſs themſelves very doubtful! y. They 
affirm confidently that all Pleaſaxt things were wade only to allure us, and 
that we ought not to think any think Azlawful which pleaſeth us. They aſſert 
the Soul to be eMortal ; which they do with the more earneſtneſs, becauſe 
they would have itſo; and deny that there iszny happy ſtate to come after 
this life , becauſe they know they ſhall have no ſhare in it. They are ſo 
immers'd in Fleſh, that they underſtand not what they ſhould do out of the 
Body, and therefore deny that there are any Sp/r7ts. Itis areceived Opi- 
nion with themall , that what is not Body is Nothing. They ſtick not to 
ſay openly , that the name of God was invented by Fear, and made uſe of 
by Polititians to keep ſuperſtitious people in awe: the Reaſon of which 
is, they are ſo ſtupified by a brutiſh life , that they neither mind the ſofc 
voice of God , which ſpeaks concerning Him in the bottom of their own 
Souls , nor hear the loud teſtimony of his Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power 
which his moſt Excellent Creation , the well-ordered World, doth con- 
ſtantly give. . Thereare two things which they cannot endure to think of, 
O14 Age, and Death; but when they do, it is to improve their Luxury by | 
a more greedy fruition of that which will not Jaſt alwayes. Pleaſure being 
the End of their hopes, they take ſome pains to accompliſh it ; all the reſt 
of their life being ſpent in Idleneſs: and they are ſoin love with it, that 
they count it a great pleaſure to do nothing ; and indeed it is but little that 
they are good for. They ſpen their time in laſcivious Dances, and amo- 
rous dalliance, and talk frequently of ſuch things as Nature, where jt is 
not perverted, bluſheth at. They drink ſo far beyond all reaſonab'e mea- 


ſures, as if Temperance were a thing capable of keing drown'd : and they 
do 
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lo ſo perfedly abhor all moderate a:lowances in eating, that they deſpiſe 
that Health for which they muſt be beholden to reſtrained Appetite. They 
fin in defiance of the Creator's Liberaliry ; for ke hath forbidden nothing 
but that which hurts us. VVith theſe and other Inſtances of furious Luft 1 
they do ſooppreſls the Body, that it 15 wearied out with their Excefles. 

They fleep away the reſt of their crime, that they way be fitter tofin; and 

it ſerves ſome of them for a diverſion, becauſe it draws a thin Curtain be- 

tween them and the remembrance of their daily Exorbitancies. They vex 

that part of the morning that they are awake, with making 1t a tedious at- 

tendant upon their dreſſing themſelves; which they perform in a mauner 

ſo ridiculouſly gaudy , as 1f they fear'd their vanity would not be known 

but for the ſuperfluiry of flight Ornaments. They know noabfurdity but 

a want of outward behaviour, which they, not contenting themſe!ves 

with the natural decencies of prudent carriage, do vary many times ac- 

cording to the contemptible humour of their phantaſtical dancing-Maſters. 

They are much given to the emptineſs of Complement , and Flattery is a 

Cardinal Vertue. Luſt is the Root of their ſlight Loves, for they ac- 

knowledg no Friendſhip but Concupiſcence. They are ignorant of Choice, 

being affraid that Knowledg would rorment them. In ſhort, they liveto 

no purpoſe, but to kill that Remainder of life which 1s in them ; and their 

Sins are their own puniſhments. 

For your ſafe paſſage it will be requiſite that you keep a ſtriQ guard up- 

on your Eyes and Ears: for they will attempt by wicked Arts to make 
them Inſtruments of your harm. Drink nothing preſented to you ina gold- 
en Cup ; for they give their deadly Poiſon inthe form of Delicious VVine, 
VVhen your Senſes begin to be ſeiz'd upon with deleable Objeds, hearken 
preſently to a ſoft Voice, which, from within your boſomes, will tell you 
what you ſhould do. Be ſure you never retire into any of their privacies; 
for there they have ſucha ſort of Nets, made of inviſible VVires, as Vulcan 
us'd to entang'e eMars and Venus when he made a ſport of them to the 
Gods. If youaccept of any entertainment,or taſte the Fruits of the Coun- 
try, beas quickand wary as the Dogs of eAfgypt when they drink of the 
River Ns. In the cloſe of his talk he ſaid, There is one thing that I might 
further remember; though I need not inforin ſuchas are inſtructed by -their 
own Prudence, That the thoughts of the Country whither you are going 
are of ſuch rare Vertue, that if you repeat them often, you will nevec 
endure to ſtay long in Piacenz4 , much leſs be taken with the muddy de- 
lights of it, 

Thus * Pancrates ended his talk. Urania and Panaretus having ſtay'd ne who hath 
here two dayes, being much pleasd with the VViſdom of Paxcrates his Diſ- jo ows, ” 
courſes,and the ſincerity of his plafn Love; as they were taking their leave 
and expreſſing their Reſentments of the Civility which they had received, 

Pancrates not knowing to what lodgings they mioht unawares betake then- 
ſelves to their great prejudice, commended them to a Friend of his call'd 
* Eupathes,and gave them dire&ions concerning the way to his houſe which ”y: « + Fa " 
15 nor ealily found in that Country. ht 
_ Here the Travailers had a clear Demonſtration of the Imperfeion of 
this VVorid, where Joyes are ſhown to us and then ſnatch'd away. For 
they began to be afflicted with the conſideration of thoſe things which but 
a little before did much content them , and they found that the Pleaſures 
which were beſtow'd upon them in * Paxcrates his company , attended * %e who be 
them cnly to prepare their Spirits for a greater Grief which they were to "rn ” 
ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain in the loſs of it. Paxcyates gueſſing at their Thoughts by their De- 
portment , which was more Melancholick than ordinarily it us'd to be,and 
being himſelf as willing to go with them as they were unwilling to leave 
him behind , he attempted to give them that Comfort which he wanted for 
himſelf ; We muſt go on , quoth he, and not be ſtartled when we meet one 
Difſatisfaftion , where we look for many 5 and ſince the general Rendez- 
vous of good friends is only there to be expetted where our Journey ends, 
let us comfort our ſelves all the way with the hope of what we ſhall enjoy 
when we come Home. Thus the good Man diſmiſs'd his Gueſts, having 
accompanied them part of their way, and return'd to his holy Solitude. 
They came ina few hours to the chief City of Pracenza, which was ſo 
placd, that it was manifeſt they had no regard to any thing elſe but Plea- 
ſure in the ſituation. Upon the South+fide, which they ſaw firſt in the midſt 
of a Grove planted thick with Laurels and Myrtils, ſtcod a Magnificent 
Temple which was dedicated to * Alypia, a jocund Goddeſs, whom all the 
Piicenzians devoutly worſt ip: in the middle ſtood a Jarge Altar, from 

which aſcended great clouds, being the continual ſmoke of delicious O- 
dors. Upon the Eaſt-Wall was plac'd the Picture of * Aphroazre, ſitting wan- 

tonly in a Chariot, drawn, not as ſhe us'd to be , with Doves and Sparrows, 

but with an He-poat, anda Foar ; which at firſt they judg'd very ill-fa- 

vour'd, but conſidering the reaſon of the Device, they thought it would 

ſerve well enough. The reſt of the Walls onall ſides were cover'd withthe 

picures of Naked Women and Boyes , Cwpid playing many apiſh Tricks 

amongthem. A multitude of Prieſts attended, all clad in Venue Liveries; 

their work was to make Orations in the praiſe of Beauty,or to write ſtories 

of Idle Lovers. The chief of them cloath'd with a ſilkez Veſt, and an Aſian 

eMytre upon his head, was call'd Trimalchio; and whilſt he ſung their A- 

morous Songs , which it was his Office to compoſe, the reſt accorded to 

him with an effeminate ſort of Lyazan Muſick. 

The ©ween of the Country, call'd Hedonia, went every day to the Tem- 
ple to preſent Oblations to the Goddeſs. UHrania and Paxaretus happen'd to 
arrive at the time as ſhe was juſt come forth of her Palace, and ſo had op- 
portunity tokehold the form of their Solemnities. The Van of this wan- 
ton company was led by the Maſter of Ceremonies with a flow pace, which 
fitted their Voluptuous March. He was call'd Pigerrimo, and was of ſuch 
a ſluggiſh Temper, that he would never riſe till ſome body pull'd him our . 
of his Bed : he was ſuch a lover of Reſt , that he would complain many 
times becauſe he could not go without-Motion : he was unwilling to beat 
the trouble of feeding himſelf, and therefore would wiſh that men might 
live the life of Trees , and being invers'd have their Mouths alwayes faſt- 
ned to their Meat. There was hung upon his arma ſlight Bow, and a Qui- 
ver of golden-headed Arrows ; which he would not have carried, bur that 
he would not beat the pains of throwing them down. He was followed by 
a great company of Gallants,who had ſo attired themſelves,that one would 
think they had made themſelves a perfe& Outſide : and they atrended up- 

on divers Ladies, which were Hedonia's Maids of Honour , who had at- 
tempted by immodeſt habit to pervert the Primitive inſtitution of Clothes; 
for they affe&ted only tranſparent Garments tin&ured with variety of light 
c2'ours; and yet they found fault with them ſtil), becauſe they did too much 
hide their Bodies. Only their Faces they did deſire to be a little more 
conceal'd from common view, and therefore had covered them almoſt quite 


over with ſpots, and fignified that they would not be known by the fea- 
rures 
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that they would rot be known by the features of their Faces, tut by the 
curious Figures of their Patches. Inthis, as in all other things, they did 
but follow the humorous examp!e of Hedonia ; for ſhe ſeem'd to have wo- 
ven the Rainbow intoa looſe Rube , which being lo rarified that ſhe might 
be ſeen through it, and aiſo ſpatter'd with radiant Jewells inthe form of 
Starrs , one might well ſay that ſhe was un Embelliſh'd Cloud, The names 
of the Gentlemen were « Aſotus , » Narciſſus , © Acolaſtizs, * Iphron, © Ane- pdt, <a 
ſeynthus , * Pangelus, and many others who had left the ſtudy of Wiſdom wh his own 
and the pracice of Vertue , and were now ſo corrupted that they pleas'd | pconge nM E 
themſelves only in that which wasa reproach to them ; and had fo far ad- gaze per _ 
vanc'd their diſtempers beyond puny Wickedneſses, that they deſpiſs'd Plea- * 4 Fo. : 
ſure unleſs it was mix'd with Theft and Advlteries, The Gentlewomen were — OY _ 
nam'd s Belleza and » Laſinghs who went foremoſt ; and they were fol- ' one wholly 
lowed by i Aſpaſia , * Carezzaand | Amaſia , with many more which made 87% #99917 
up that light Retinue. After theſe at ſome diſtance came in a diſguiſe ® Pe- e Beauty. 
rilypia and " Atimia: but we knew them well though they cover'd their ) Finns x 
faces, for they wereaſham'd to be ſeen, and would not be known to be- , nr way 
long to that company. -  Hedopia her ſelf was led between two Brothers ' 4 Lever. 
call'd ? Eres and 4 Axteros: their looks were ſo diſcontended when they — —_— Fl 
eyd one an other, that they were a lively Image of the Jealouſie of Ri- opleajure. 
valls. Their Geſture , beſides all other defe&s, made a p'ain fignification *Leve 
that they eſteem'd themſelves the Glories of the World ; and the Ladies Dy 
made no doubt but that the whole Splendor was but the refleGion of their ; 
unparallell'd Beauties: and theſe they meaſur'd by ſuch a vaſt ſize of eſti- 
mation , that they believ'd if the Sun fhould have fallen they could ſupply 
his place and make day; and in the night , they did not think it poſſible 
that any Stars could appear but themſelves and Venus. But Panaretus,who 
had obſerv'd them judiciouſly, thought them the moſt deform'd of all 
that he had ſeen. The defects of their Beauty were as good as confeſs'd 
by the Artificial corre&ion of the faſhion of their Eyes, the addition of 
falſe Hair, the borrowed colourof their Lips and Cheeks, their ingrafted 
Teethand painted Breaſts. If they had not been poor, they would not 
have borrow'd ſuch Vanities, as they were not very virtuous, becauſe 
they could not be content without them, The Simplicity of excellent 
Beauty 1s witneſs'd by a careleſs negle& of adventitious Ornament ; and 
Worthy lovers deſpiſe Beauty when it ſtoops to ſuch mean Condeſcenſions 
as, it may be, they would think proper toa Thais. - 

As they were inthe middle of their vain Oriſoxs (for they pray for ſuch 
things as Holy Souls abhor to think of ) Be/leza pull'd our a Song which ,, WO 
* Trimalchio had ſet the day before to a Treble Voice, and one of the Ladies perſon. 
ſung it in the Honour of Hedonwia. It is not worth recording , but only tg f!aſure. 
give notice of what poor things they make Hymns. 


Fair Queen , the Sim for Thee takes pains to riſe, 
But ſhines with Beams he borrows of Thy Eyes. 

The Air both warm'd and ſweetned in thy Breaſt 

Goes {till to come, and doth in Motion reſt. 

The Springs, wer't not for Thee would ceaſe to flow. 
Wer't not thy Walk, Earth would a Deſart grow ; 

Which whilſt Dame Nature paints with gaudy Flowers, 
Th' obſequious Trees grow of themſelves in Bowers. 
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And whilſt thou ſmil ſt upon her Fruits , her gain 
Is, then to know , ſhe hath not toil'd in vain. 


Anteros ſeeing them well pleas'd , deſired that they wov'd have the pa- 
tience to hear him ſing a few verſes which he had ſer toa Baſe, in which he 
did magnifie the Happineſs of Hedonia's Courtiers. Hedonia giving her con- 
ſent with a ſtately nod, he began. 


—_ greedy Merchants plow the boiſtrous Seas, 
We langh Woe they venture for our Eaſe. 

Our Boors , yoak'd in like labour with their beaſts, 
Shall make the fields pay Tribute to our Feaſts. 
Whilſt Bookiſh men F'- Wiſdom ſweat, that thence 
They may fetch Reaſons to diſparage ſenſe, 

We fit above , and by Experience know 

What's only talk*d of in the World below. 


Trimalchio having fitted their fine Songs with a ſuitable Chorws, gave them 
their parts; and ſo they ended that dayes Muſick with theſe words, 


Since Enviow Time , to ſpite us, poſts away, 
Let us improve each Minute of our day. 


After the Muſick they entred upon another manner of converſe, which 
was ſo impertinent that I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to giveany account of it, 
Uranie taking the advantage of their abſence from the Palace, and their bu- 
fie attendance upon theſe moſt irreligious Rites , went with more ſecurity 
to view the Gardens, ſo great in report , that the Fabulous Paradiſe of the 
Heſperides ſeem'd to have been but an imperfe& Deſcription of theſe incom- 
parable Delights, 

Behind the Temple they perceived fair walks fill'd withgreat companies 
of proud Peacocks with their Trains ſpread, and the boughs of the Trees 
loaden with falacious Sparrows. Upon one fide was planted a large Vine- 
yard , and in the midſt was ſet a Priapzs, which, by the Manners of the 
owners ; they gueſs'd to be the Guaratan of the Vines. Upon the other was 
a ſpacious Garden adorn'd with all varieties of Flowers, and thoſe put 
into ſuch orderly plots divided with ſmooth Walks , that they gave and 
receiv'd mutual Ornament from'each other. In convenient ſhades they 
had pleaſant Bathes, whether to cool or heat , they knew not ; but from 
what they heard, they underſtood that they defil'd the Soul more than they 
waſh'd the Body. Amongſt other Rarities they cbſerv'd a Grott, which 
had many Caverns fumiſh'd with rare water-works ; where the ſtreams did 
not only ſhow themſelves in all variety of dele&able forms , but con» 
vey'd melodious Tunes through ſeveral Pipes, and making a Combate of 
pleaſure between the Eye and the Ear , put the Sonl in a ſuſpence to de- 
termine which had the ſuperiority , which being not able to ſee and 
hear at once with que intention to both , gave judgment from each by 
turns. The chief imperfe&ion of which they took notice was in the Flowers 
and Fruits : For they had no ſooner gather'd a Roſe or a Gilly-Flower, but 
by a ſudden withering in their hand they confeſs'd the Infidelity of their Vi- 
gour ; and the Fruits, which grew both upon the walls and in other places, 
though they look'd moſt lovely to the ſight , yet upon the leaſt touch of 
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their fingers they fell into Aſhes ; as it is reported of thoſe Apples which 
grqw upon that Lake by which Sodom: hath but a diſhonoweable remewr 
trance in Hiſtory. | | | 

lathe mid{t of the Garden, as they were led by the windings of an in- 
tricate Wilderneſs, they cawe to a fair banqueting houſe, which was (0 
xais'd upan an Artificial Mount, that befides all the delights of the- Garden 
i, receiv*d the pleaſure of a gallant proſpe&t. Here fate an overgrown Wo- 
man reading the loves of Venus and Adoxes ; which by her exceſſive bulk, 
fwollen out of all meaſure with intemperance, : they gueſs'd to be Acrafie. mmecence. 
She was attended by a drowſie fat Boy call'd Morpheolss, eloath'd with a Sfeeg. 
rartico:our'd mantle, where black and white were fo interchangeably 
plac'd, that one might fee the Workman had a mind to beſtow upon 1t the 
c0'ours of Day and Night in equal diviſions, She calF& up her ſervants by : 
the names of * Bevandaand Mangibel/a, It ſeems Bewvands was drunk in # —_ 
the Cellar ; but Mangibella came up with a basket of moſt delicate Fruies, | 
which {ranis putting by with her hand, Moxpheo/ns went out of the room, 
and call'd *Veneriola. Uramaand Panaretus ſuſpeting the worſt, whete | 
they had no reaſon to hope for any gogd , made haſte our of the Room 4 Faum 
and ſhutting the door after them, with the henifit of a ſpring lock, they 
freed themſelves from two great lumps of Fleſh ; and Verertols declaring 
by her carriage, that ſhe had learn'd more ſorts of Intemperance than 
what canſiſted meerly in eating and drinking, Paxaretes threw her into 
Fiſh-pond which was hard by, to cool her Luſt. As Morpheotres was ſeizing 
upon Hraris , he gave him fuch a blow on the righe Ear, that left him in 
dead ſleep. 

Having eſcaped this troubleſome Foolery, for fear of worſe they made 
baſte from this neſt of Dangers. Before they could get our of that Garden, 
* Hedowes rxeturn'd from the Temple, and was come into it, and, as it pleaſure, 
happen'd, was enter'd into a private Walk , accompanied only with 
* Carezza. Uraniacſpieda door which open'd towards a River, out of careſſ7. 
which ſhe thought they might make an eſcape: and though they made 
ſuch hafteas people do when prudent Fear gives them wings, Hedonja met 
them before they could reach the door, and perceiving nothing in their 
firft looks but what gave her hopes of moſt excellent Company, the courte- 
ouſly faluting Uranie, deſired her to anſwer the civility which her preſence 
made ſhow of, by a gentle acceptance of ſuch Welcome as fhe coutd pre- 
lent, Then whiſpering in Carezz4's Ear, and having difinifs'd herto ger- 
fume her Chamber, ſhe took a Garland of Roſes which was jn her hand, 
deeply poiſon'd with venemous Herbs, and offered it to #raxis ; which 
ſhe waved, and made anſwer, That they were upon a journey, which 
they had not only hindred already by the entertainments of er Gurckeng 
bur doubred alſo that they had been uncivilly bold that they had'need 
to ask pardon for faults already committed, rather then to add more tg 
them. Hedopia preſſing her Civilities with ſuch words as ſelf-Interefſt 
taught her to multiply, they were come to the door ; which being but 
gently ſhut , Pararam ſtruck it open with his foot, and ſeeinga bat faſt= 
ned to the bank of the River ; he deſired {{rania to haſten into it , whilſt 
he guarded her from the pernicious embraces of Hedenia: who ſeeing her 
ſelf half diſappointed, to prevent Paxaretws from imbarking , flung ter 
ſelf into his Arms; who knowing what little time he had ro diſintangte 
himiclt aſhore , beforeany might come to put more fetters ukon him, threw * 4 merciful 
himſelf with theſe into the Boat. * OedFirmen, who atten them, having O_—_ 
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loos'd the rope, let the Boat go with the ſwifc ſtream. Panaretus com- 
manded Hedonia to hold her peace; vowing to her that if ſhe did make any 
noiſe, he would immediately throw her into the River. Hedoniz partly 
aſtoniſh'd with this ſudden ſurprize, but more ſtruck to the heart with 
the pain of being reſiſted, (for ſhe knew no life but the licentious joys of 
an unbridled Will and uncontroul'd Luxuries) fell into a ſwoon ; in 


. which ſke continued till they had paſs'd her houſe, not daring to bring 


her to life to effe& their own death. &o they paſs'd, as the Stream and the 
Boat agreed to carry them: and as they were hindred from minding their 
way by the trouble which Hedoxia (come to her ſelf) did now put them 
to, they fell amongſt moſt dangerous Rocks, ſome of which lay undiſ- 
cerned under water, and the reſt were ſcatter'd with the ribs of broken 
Veſſels. But Urania taking hold of the. Rudder , and Oe#irmon rowing 
according to his own Skill and Pazaretus's dire&ions, they came into more 
fafe water ; and the ſtream being but flow, and Hedona a little more con- 
pos'd in her carriage, the Heavenly #rant thought ſhe had an opportuni- 
ty to. adminiſter ſuch councel which one !oſt in Sin did extreamly need, 
and thereupon with Prudence, {off withan admirable Courtefie, began 
thus to accoſt her. | 

t Fair Lady,the reports I have heard of your Condition, joyn'd with that 
knowledg which I have my ſelf receiv'd of your Perſon, wake me ſorry 
that you ſhould enſlave your youthful life ro diſhonourable pleaſures. 
Though I know how unacceptable a ſervice it is to reprove, and am not 
ignorant that you think it ſtrange in me to undertake it; yer I hope you will 
pardon me when you perceive that Charity occaſions your trouble, I under- 
ſtand that your miſcarriage ariſeth from a falſe opinion which you have en- 
tertain'd of the Happineſs of Bodily pleaſure, and know no motives of 
Love but Fleſhly Beauty. Alas Madam ! How ſmall a matter is the orna- 
ment of a well-colour'd Skin, and the due proportions of Pones and Fleſh 
handſomely joyn'd;eſpecially when by :the negle& of Vertue it becomes a 
fine priſon to the depreſs'd Soul; Beauty is but Mortality painted by Na- 
ture, that the Soul coming into a well-favour'd Receptacle, might be pro- 
voked 'to anſwer the outward Decency with correſpondent realities of 
ſpiritual Lovelineſs: never intending the external Comelineſs for a lying 
Ngnification of what is really abſent within, or for an handſome lodging 
fora deformed Gueſt. Hedonia, never knowing what belong'd to Reproof, 
permitted her to go no further, and being utterly ignorant but in the 
cuſtoms of Pzacenz4,at firſt reproach'd her for talking impertinentlyto her 
pf the fooleries of Vertue and ſcornfully told her; Lady, you ma 
preach this Dodarine to one that thinks ſhe hath a Soul of that ſort which 
you pretend to, but I have not; andIT proreſt that I deſire not to have any 
ſuch, leſt it ſhould trouble me with theſe Vertuous Fanciesof yours. Hows 
everat preſent, if you will hold your peace as to theſe matters, I ſhall 
more willingly ſtay with you till I ſhall know what you mean to do with 
me. Weintend, anſwer'd Pazaretus, to take you along with us into *Theo- 
prepie, if you will accept of our Company, and there to diſpoſe of you 
with the ſame regard that we have toour ſelves: or if you be not ſo con- 
tent, we will diſiniſs you when you ſhall come ſo near the borders of your 
Juriſdi&ion that we may eſcape ſafe out of your Territories, being well 
aſſured that when you have left us, you will find Condu& enough to bring 


. you back again. Hedonia making no anſwer but diſdainful ſilence, {{rania 


minding Paxcrates his direRions, ſpied a cliffe, which by all marks was 
| Roc- 
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2 Roccabella. which the Hedenians call b fſpremont ; which though it was The fair rock. 
ſteep and craggy, was not unpaſſable to couragious Travellers ; and up "Rn _ 
that, they were direGed to climb 3 as being the only way by which they «,,, of @ goed 
might go t0* Eupathes his Houſe. 4 Pancrates had told them of pleaſant diſpoſition. 
Meadows which lay upon the Waters-ſide : but as they croſs'd the River Prrvvyoag 
which ran by Hedonia's Palace, he charg'd them not to land there, both be- paffens. 
cauſe it was much about, - the way difficult to find, and full of Serpents 
which lay in the Graſs ; and that the other, though it had a diſcouraging 
appearance; yet was bur ſhort, and eaſe ro be aſcended after they had 
paſs'd a few ſteps, which would be a litcle troubleſome at firſt. Here they 
put aſhore, and as they were juſt landed upon the foot of the Rock, Hedonis 
vatch'd ker opportunity, intending with a ſudden puſh-of her arm againſt 
the bank to put off the Boat : which Paxaretus eſpying, and willing that ſhe 
ſhould ſtay till they could part more handſomly, got hold of her hand and 
pull'd her aſhore ; by which means the Boat was ſent a-drifr, 
Having ſcaped over the water they began their Land-journey.Pana- 
retus was fainto put Hedonia before him, and lending 4{rania his hand as 
the neceſſity of the way required,they paſs'd ſome of the worſt ſteps. Bur 
Hedonia, having no joy in them or the way, pretended extream wearineſs, 
and ſitting down upon the fide of the Rock where ſhe eſpied it to hang ve- 
ry much over the River, before they were aware of her deſperate purpoſe, 
having alſo repos'd themſelves merely in reſpe& of her, ſhe lept into the 
Water. - Urania frighted with the forlorn temper of an Impenitent, © 
God, faith ſhe, Panaretus, what a ſad period hath this wicked Woman pur 
to the bad progreſs of a voluptuous life ! I cannot bur think of the Fatal 
Stone Leucas, from which , they ſay, impotent Lovers were wont of 
old to throw themſelves, hoping by their fall to cure their brutiſh affe&i- 
Ons. | 
The Stream being quick, they had ſoon loſt the fight of the now irre- 
coverable Headonia ; and being freed from the hinderance with which un- 
ſutable company doth uſually affli& their fellow-travellers,; they held on 
their courſe up the Hill. The ſteepneſs of the Aſcent and roughneſs of 
the craggy Rocks, together with the uncouthneſs of an untrodden Path, 
oft-times perplex'd with Thorns and Briars, put them to a good'tryal of 
their Conſtancy : But as it held firm, and ſhow'd the fixedneſs of their Ree. 
ſo[utions, ſo 1t brought them into a way which gave them opportunity to 
refle& with Comfort upon their paſt endeavours, and by reaſon of its y 
plainneſs wade the remainder of the Aſcent very facile; They were no 
ſooner come to the Top, but.-the Sun having ſeen them paſs the difficulties 
of the Hill, went down to perform what was neceſfary for the occaſions of 
the other World ; ſothat for want of light they were fain to commit them- 
ſelves to ſuch a Booth as Panaretus could make of the Bonghs of Green 
Trees ; where being accompanied with God arid Vertue, they found no 
want of a better Lodging, and Feaſted themſelves with a Bottle of Water 
- _ ſinall Viands that their faithful attendant OeFirmen carryed in 
a Pasket. 
TheSun had no ſooner peep'd over the Tops of the Mountains, but they 
were ready to begin their journey, having a great defire to be at a further 
diſtance from Hedonia's Court, as alſo to ſee Paxcrates his Friend, the 
Enpathes, of whom they had no ordinary Opinion. A good while before 
night they arriv'd at the Houſe, which was placed under the Guard of a 
great Oake toward the North , and upon the South had a little Garden 
| with 
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with a Rivulet running through one end of it. His Garb and Maaner of 
lifewas much the ſame with thatof Paxcrates. He received them with 
Joy, not doubting but they were his true Friends that would cowe through 
ſuch troubleſome paths to ſee him. After they had acquainted him with 
Pancrates his recommendations , they gave him ſome account of the Acci- 
dents which had bappen'd in their Journey, and in particular of the miſer- 
able end of Hedenia. Do not wonder at that, Dear Gueſts, replied Eupa- 
thes; for qnthe further fide of theſe Woods I havea private Walk upon 
the brow of a Hill, from whence I have beheld many ſuch Accidents to 
have befallen her chief Courtiers ; and I thought in time ſome great Cala- 
mity would light upon her ſelf. Hereupon Urania defir*d him to report ſome 
of them ; for though they are ſad in themſelves, yer they are uſeful to 
others, who may learn Prudence from the unfortunate inſtances of volup- 
twous Witchcraft , which, though it makes very promiſing Beginnings to 
weak judgments, is ever attended with the Experience of contrary Concly- 
ſions. | 

Eupathes conſented to their dewand, and began after this manner. A 
yqQung man having loſt himſelf in theſe Woods, ſtumbled upon wy Houſe : 
he was clad in amoſt pitiful form of Beggery ; his looks were ſo dejedted, 
that I ſhall never diſlodge themout of wy fancy whilſt I live. He told me 
that he was a Gentlenan's Son , brought up withthe greateſt care that is 
poſſible to a Father, who well knew the principles of Education , and 
heleived nothing more than that the foundations of all happineſs inafter-life 
muſt be layed in the firſt years of Children ; and therefore after the in- 
capableneſs of his infancy , engaged his firſt abilities with early inftrugi- 
on; and to make him acceptable to VViſe and Good men, endeavour'd to 
poſſeſs him with Vertugus Principles, and the Rules of Wiſdom, accor- 
ding to which he might alſo accompliſh his own happineſs asto any meafure 
that is attainable in this life, and make himſelf fit to ſerve the World in ſome 
worthy undertaking,He inform'd him accurately inthe Moral part of Philo- 
ſophy,accounting it a foul defe& in Education to leave him imperfed in the 
wain point of ingenuous Diſcipline, which is to make one Good. He would 
often tell him that if he ſecured not this Intereſt, all other endeavours were 
as much in vain as the diligence which is beſtowed in fraughting of a lea» 
king Ship. His father had life beſtowed upon him to fee the Harveſt , 
which he had labour'd for, in the hopeful bud,and then died; baving charg'd 
him as he would hope to endure his fight when they ſhould meet in the 0- 
ther Woxld, to perfe& what he had begun , and that he ſhould think of ſer- 
ting up no Monument for the preſervation of his memory but the Imita- 
tion of his Vertuous Example ; for that be ſhould live whilft his Son 
compos'd-his-Converſatianaccording to that, and that it would be an im- 
mortal Grief to him in the other world ( if they have any Cognizance of 
the affairs of ſuchas they leave behind them) if he prov'd an Apoſtate from 
his young beginnings, Adding , tha# if ic were lawful for him to appear 
after ſeparation from this Body, , in ſome other which would be viſible, 
as it hath been for ſome others , that he would not fail to come and upbraid 
him in ſuch a manner, that his Degeneracy ſhould be but uncomfortable. 
Theſe and many more affeQionate expreſſions of a Father's deſire, kepr 
freſh in his memory, and wprov'd by the faithful skill of a wiſe and ho- 
neſt Tutor, unto whoſe Truſt his Father bad committed him , kept bim 
in the way for a time ; and having made a good Progreſs which fi}l'd all 
his Relations with joyful hope, at laſt he met a Gentleman that uſed tq 
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frequent Hedonta's Pa'ace, (I would the death of either of them had hindred 
ſuch an unlucky acquaintance)and Þy his perſwations he went thither where 
none can be with ſafety (Abſence being the beit Antidote againſt the poiton 
of infected places.) There he grew into friendſhip with a | Amaſia, then * Af |, 4 ſhe-lover. 
zſia,and then the reſt ; and was at laſt ſo intoxicated with Voluptuouſnels, ——— 
that he wholly abandoned his good beginnings of a Virtuous life. After he 
had been there ſome time, his Father's Ghoſt appear'd to him, which was 
more dreadful than any Devil could have been: It frown'd upon him and 
vaniſh'd. As ſoon as he was gone,one call'd * Ekzephox came to him, and ope- * owe that «- 
ning his Chamber dore, call'd him out. He followed Eknephon, who would wakes from 
fain have reſcued his companions alſo ; but ſome would not awake , others *: 
wereamaz'd, and all unwilling: however he conducted the young wan to 
the water-ſide, and bad him ſwim over; and ſo vaniſh'd. He threw him 
ſelf in, and made way to the other ſhore: and though he knew not whi- 
ther to go at that time , yet he knew 1t was Þetter to go any whither than 
ſtay where he was. As he was come near the adverſe bank , the ſtream 
ran ſomething ſtrong ; and being weakned with his vitious life, he permit- 
ted the Stream to carry him down as it liſted: upon which Eknephon with 
ſtern looks ſhowed himſelf again upon the ſurface of the water ; and then 
reſuming Courage, and employing his arms a freſh,he ſoon got aſhore at the 
bottom of * Reccabella. Seting the Rock ſteep, he faredown ; but Ekne- 
phon call'd himto riſe , and having help'd him up a few difficult ſteps, bad 
him go on: after which , he neverappear'd to him more, Fear made him 
advance a little way, but his Feet being tender were very much hurt with 
ſharp ſtones ; and whilſt he endeavour'd to creep upon his hands and feer, 
he was ſcratch'd with the briars which grew upon the Hill-fide. Having 
gone half-way to his great pain, he lift up his eyes towards the Top, ta 
ſee how much he wanted yet ; and there he ſpied, as he thought, a great 
company of people, and they threw ſtones at him , which gave him ſuch 
blows upon the Head, that he tumbled down again to the bottom of the 
Hill : and as helay there a!! rorn and ſcratch'd, and ſenſeleſs, a Gondola 
came by, which was full of Hedonia's Courtiers; and they were going to 
make a Day of it in Sports and Muſick upon the Water. They ſeeing one 
lie in that unuſual manner, pur towards the ſhore, and perceiving who it 
was, they took him into the Gopxdolz, and having brought him to the uſe of 
his ſenſes , they ask'd him how he came there , and what had brought him 
into that woful plight. He durſt not tel] them: but they, imputing his 
ſilence to his preſent aſtoniſhment , went on in their deſign for a while ; but 
finding him extraordinary unchearful, frequently ſighing, and perpetually 
ſilent , they receiv'd ſome diſguſt of their Jollities from his company, and 
therefore agreed to carry him home ; and ſeeing his head diſturb'd , they 
lay'd him upon a bed, and went to conſummate thoſe Delights to which he 
had given an unpleaſant interruption. 

When they were gone, he was tormented with infinite repreſentations 
of his miſery which he receiv*d from reſtleſs thoughts : and though he fell 
into a ſleep, it oppreſs'd him rather than adminiſtred any eaſe , keing but 
like thoſe troubleſome ſlumbers which unhealthful fumes do force into the 
heads of feaveriſh people. But his diſtempers were the preater , becauſe 
of an unquiet Fancy , a diſeaſe that in him took not its riſe from his Bo- 
dy. Amongſt other affligive Phantaſins , he dream'd that his Father”s 
Ghoſt appear'd to him again, and with a ſharpblow of an Ax cut open his 
Breaſt, upon which a Yaltur preſently flew in andgnaw'd his Heart, in ſuch 
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cruel manner, that he could not imagine himſelf to Ee any t hing but T 71:2. 
cometimes he endeavoured to recolle& himſe:f, and to lift theſe thoughts 
out of his mind; but they recoil'd upon him with a burdenſome weight, 
like rhe Stone of Sy fiphas. 

In the widſt of theſe troubleſome ſtruglings he awaked , and leaping off 
from his bed , he ſtole privately tothe River again, to attempt an eſcape: 
and as he was throwing himſelf into the ſtream the ſecond time, they were 
aware of his Deſign, and threatned to ſend after him. He got away ; but 
with the conſideration of his ruin'd Eſtate , (for he had ſpent it all, part- 
ly by paying the debts of his hateful Friend , and partly with buying Tri- 
fles and waking Treatments for the wanton Hedonians) and with the ſting- 
ing remorſes of his Conſcience, as alſo with the fearful expeQation of Diſ- 

ce, he trembled like the leaf of an Aſp that is mov'd with the Wind. 
After he had given me this account of his forlorn Condition, he went away, 
and what became of him afterwards I know not. 
One of a good As Enpathes ſpake theſe words , the Tears ran down his Cheeks ſo faſt 
Diſpoſition. that they were a lively expreſſion of that afieGionate pity with which he 
related the miſerable caſe of a fooliſh young man. 

Eupatbes having ended his Story, and perceiving his Auditors rather 
deſirous of more than weary of one, cont inued his diſcourſe. I need nor, 
quoth he , have gone further than the experience of this day, to have 
given you full ſatisfaGion of the miſerable ſtate of Piacenza: for as I was 
meditating in my accuſtom'd Walk , I ſaw a young Gentlewoman, for the 
moſt part of her body naked , driven through the Meadows which are 

. on this ſideof Hedoziz's Houſe by two devilliſh Women ; one was call'd 
Repentance, * Metameluſa , her Eyes were ſwell'd with weeping , her Looks ſad and 
ever caſt down , her Carriage averſe to all Complacency ; the other was 
Deol nam'd Dyſelpis , and ſhe look'd more gaſtly , tore her hair, and cried out 
like one that is ſurpriz'd witha ſudden fright : they both lay'd unmerciful 
blows fo thick upon the young Gentlewoman , that wy heart is affeged 

with the fight to this hour. 

Having left her not far from the Hill for dead, as they thought, they 
retun'd towards Hedenie's Palace, where they give conſtant attendance, 
She came to her felf ina little ſpace of time , but had ſuch ſmall content in 
her life, that witha Knife which they had left behind, ſhe reſolv'd to kill 
her ſelf, and to cut off thoſe few minutes which were yet unravel'd. But 
ſke accompliſh*'d not her purpoſe ſo haſtily as to hinder me from knowin 
ſome part of her Condition , which ſhe diſcover'd in this manner ; Sir. aid 
ſhe, I gueſs by your looks that you are not made to deſpiſe Adverſity : and 
though the relation of my Misfortunes will adminiſter no Comfort to you 
and refle& much Diſhonour upon my ſelf ; yet if you can ſuffer the exer- 
ciſe of your patience, it may be the recounting of my il! may further o- 
thers Good , as the Maſts of Ships appearing upon the Quick-ſands where 
they were ſunk do many times ſave others from being caſt away. 

aVoil of ms. | am theunhappy Child of * Aſtorgwe and b Morophilia ; and though I de- 
raral AffeBtion, fire not to reproach my Parents , being ſo conſcious to my ſeif of the con- 
b Feeliſb Love. rexion which my Miſery hath with my own voluntary Wickedneſs, yet I 
may ſay too truly that thoſe who were the Cauſes of my Beeing, werealſo 

ina,great part acceſſary tomy Ruin : for if they had to my Nativity,which 

they further'd not knowing whom they ſhould help to bring into: the 

World, added alſo of choice, knowing upon whom they beſtowed it, a 

voluntary care of my Education, and made ſuch expreſſions of parental! 
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love as they might ealily ſee my Condition needed, (for it was the ſame with 
all Children, )chey might, through Gods bleſſing, which is never wanting to 
ſuch as do their duties, have prevented my Miſery ; which is ſo great, that 
I eſteem it Perfec Dammation. But they not only negleQed to give me 
Rules of good Manners, but alſo adminiſtred ſuch Examples as were a Con- 
tradition to them , not ſo much in their own pradice, leſt I ſhould ſeem 
to accuſe my parents ; but what was wanting in them was too abundantly 
ſupplied by ſuch Company as were frequent Gueſts at our houſe, and they 
being Perſons of Quality and eſteem'd as the principal Friends of our Fa» 
mily, their Converſation was ey'd by us as a Rule, and ]' being but young 
and of ſinall Experience in the World, though I ſaw many things which 
grated unp'eaſancly upon ſomething which I felt in my Soul, yet durſt I not 
preſume to bea Cenſurer of others Adions,thinking the diſlike ih me might 
proceed not from innate principles of Vertue, which God hath beſtowed up- 
on us that we might be inabled to examine what we meet withal, But rather 
from Tgnorance and Childiſhneſs. And as we are moſt apt to be hurt by 
the bad we ſee, though the Uglineſs of Sin is manifeſt enough in moſt a&ions 
that it produces, and ſo is a ſufficient invitation to loathing and hatred ; 
yet being palliated from Examination by the alleviations of ſeveral fooliſh 
Conveniences, I among other fools became partaker of ill Diſpoſitions, 
which in length of time became Habitual : for, whilſt they lieenc'd In- 
temperance in their Diet, Diſcourſes and Carriage, and brought us books 
ſo deſtrugive of Vertue that they prophan'd the Invention of Letters, 
and continually entertain'd the company with filthy Tales, looſe Songs, 
obſcene Jeſts and impure Proverbs, I began to ſuffer danmage in my Mo- 
deſty,which I had heard, but forgot it,that it is the faithful Guardianof pure 
Chaſtity, which is the neceſſary ſupport of a Wowans Honour. 

Amongſt others I was invited by ſome young Gentlemen to ſee Hedonia's vel:yinonſ- 
Court, where they talk'd of a Beauty ſo far beyond all that former *- 
times durſt ever boaſt of, that Venzs would be content to be drawn by her 
picure : they aitirm'd her Wt to be no whit inferior, and that her Courtefie 
equall'd them both; they prais'd her Muſik for ſuch, that one could not 
endure to hear any other after it; they talk'd of her Houſe, Gardens and En- 
tertainments, as patterns for all the World to imitate. Their diſcourſes 
made we willing to ſee ſuch things as by them were not to be expected any 
where elſe. Having been there ſometimes, I was at laſt ſo bewitch'd with 
their cunning inchantments, eſpecially by means of a Lady that excell'd in 
Complement, call'd Luſingha, that I had no mind to return home any gary 
more, utterly diſceliſhing thoſe ſmall portions of Soberneſs that were not | 
baniſh'd out of my Fathers houſe. And then my Parents, vex'd with my 
diſobedience to their orders, (for they ſent divers times to me to return) 
began too /ate to reſent the effeds of their Negligence, in my Ruine and 
their Diſhonour. My Mother eſpecially took to heart my miſcarriage, 
which ſhe could not but lay to her own charge, both becauſe ſhe had us'd 
we to an unwiſe indulgence, and had been a means of my corruption by 
vicious Servants ; who notwithſtanding ſhe knew them to be void of ex- 
cellent qua.ities, and fo unfit to teach us the good which they knew not 
46 wag yet they gave her ſufficient content, if they dreſt us hand- 

. omly, 

But to be ſhort (for my time is not long) the Company being this morn- 
ing inthe midſt of a laſcivious Dance, one brought in word that* Hedonis 4 Voluptzen: 
had, through wearineſs of her wicked life, caſt her ſelf into the River, $447 
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where ſhe ſpent a great part of her Voluptuous time, and was taken up 
dead. Which unexpected News gave me fuch a ſmart Reproof for my own 
Follies, that it took away all ſenſe of Joy in thoſe things which I thought 
before to be the only Heaven. Deſtitute of Comfort and Hope, I endea- 
vour'd to run away from my ſelf. As ſoon as I had ſet my foot without the 
Threſhold of the Houſe, thoſe cruel Women hurried me over the River 
in a Boat, and then perſecuted me in that unmerciful wanner, which I ſup- 
poſe you ſaw from the Hill. T, being not able to endure the laſhes which [ 
receiv'd from them, which were anſwer'd alſo with worſe from within my 
own Conſcience ; have reſolv'd to do that by which I ſha!l procure a Re- 
ſcue from my preſent torments, although I fear I ſhall but make way for 
thoſe which are far more unſufferable. However the Effe&s of my Wick- 
edneſs begin to draw this miſerable life to an uncomfortable Pe- 
mes | pe 

Having gone ſo far, ſhe ſeem'd to be aſſaulted with a freſh ſtorm of Paſſi- 
on, which vented it ſelf in theſe words. ,And,O Lord,mmft I now be thruſt 
into the other World when | am ſo ill prepared for it Alas! | have been aſleep 
all my life, and now I find my ſelf to awake when it is leaſt ro my Comfort. How 
te li have | been? what Harveſt could | expett but late Repentance and Hel- 
liſh Deſpair, when I knew that all the World doth reap as it ſows? O God, m1 
(lied oul is no ſacrifice ſor thee : thy Holy Kingdom recerves not the den 
ters of Sodom. Ne,n ; I muſt go into the Lake of fire, where Luſt is burnt out 
with brineftone, and the Sinner tormented with the eternal remembrance of 
diſhonowurable miſdeeds. 1am ſo far in Hell already, that 1 deſpair of Pardon ? 
and fince I cannot Hope, Iwill Deſpair and Die. 

As ſhe pronounc'd that word, with a ſudden blow ſhe*perform'd what 
ſhe ſaid, and fella moſt miſerable Spedacle of the fad Cataſtrophe of a 
Wicked life. Lord ! what a Viſion of Hell did then diſplay it ſelf before 
mine Eyes ! There I ſaw the cruelty of careleſs Parents, the Folly of in- 
dulgent Mothers, the effeGs of ill Example, the Miſertes which attend 

Company, the dregs of bitter Pleaſure, the diſcomfort of an ungo- 
vern'd life, and the difficulties of late Repentance. But I have forgot my 
ſelf; it is no reaſon that I ſhould longer trouble you with relating what was 
an extream preif to my ſelf to ſee. 

Urania, fearing that he might think them weary of his diſcourſe, becauſe 
they had now attended a good while to hear the reiations of ſtrange Af- 
fictions, aſſured him that x it was impoſſible for Humanity not to be 
eriev'd for examples of ſuchextream Calamities, yet they perceiv'd the 
connexion with their particular Cauſes ſo pundually made known by his 
diſcourſe, to be of ſingular benefit, as they did give notice to all that 
could-confider them, That God'is not tobe blam'd for the Miſeries of Man- 
kind, which they - > uy, *: rw in-their furious reſentments of pain,to 
the imperfe&ion.of the World, and thoſe conditions unto which he hath 
particularly confign'd them ? whenas they pull upon thewſelves innume- 
rable Sorrows which he was ſo willing they ſhould not have known, that 
if they had. kept the dire&ions of his Wiſdom, they would not have met 
with them. It is not the Divine Goodneſs, but we that envy our ſelves 
our own happineſs. And though ſometimes we meet with ſuch in- 
ſtances of tryal, as we mult think God had a particular deſign in the bring- 
ing of them upon us ; yet what a vaſt content do Vertuous perſons find in 
the unreproachable entrance into their Sufferings ; and how infinitely 
more eaſieare they to be endured, than thoſe Helliſh Torments of wilful 

| finners 
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ſinners that you have mention'd, which betides their notorious dilgrace- 
fulneſs are alſo for the moſt part uncurable 7 


But, Good Expathes, if it benot atflicive to you that we ſhould ſet you 9" of a good 


ſo many tasks, and confine you to talk of ſuch things which you ne- 
ver think of but with grief, we ſhall deſire you but once more to touch a 
ſtring that ſounds ſo harſh. If yoube not diſpleas'd with ſuch entertain- 
ment, replied Eapathes, I ſhall be willing to gratifie your requeſt, having 
little elſe to divert you in this loneſome place. I ſhail acquaint you with 
the caſe of a Gentleman whom TI had the fortune to meet under the Wood: 
fide not long ſince, and he rode upona quick-pac'd Horſe, and 1 perceiv'd 
that he made him run at the utmoſt extent of his ſpeed. Having eſpied me, 
he made ſuch a ſtop that gave me notice he had a mind to ſpeak with me. 
As I came towards him, I might eafily diſcern the Grief which was in his 
Heart, if his Looks bore true witneſs to his Mind. But it ſeems he did 
not deſire to conceal his Grief :for complaining bitterly of his Misfortunes, 
he ask'd me, if I had not ſeena young Gentleman, and a Gentlewoman that 
ſcem'd to reckon more years in her age, whom he had loſt ſight of but a 
litt'e before. Yes, faid I, they lately gallop'd by as faſt as they could 
with whip and ſpur, and are juſt now alighted, and entring in Hedonis's 
Barge, which it ſeems attended to waft them over. Well aſsur'd it could 
be none but thoſe whom he had hitherto followed in vain ; hecontinued 
his purſuit to the Rivers-ſide ; and the Barge being notſo far gone but that 
- they were within hearingjhe call'd to the Gentlewonmn to. return:but ſhe 
not only refus'd that,but told him,ſhe had abandon'd him for ever.Whereup- 
on he came back to me,and began to tell me the particulars ofhis Condition, 
which I thought before to be ſufficiently unfortunate. That Gentlewo- 
man, quoth he, which you ſaw is my Wife, whom Imarried after the 
death of a former,and I have lived with her for a long time ſo happily,that 
ever till now I thought it one of the moſt true ſigns of an inexperienc'd 
mind to put a ſingle life in any competition with Marriage ; and I thought 
my ſelf ſo well inform'd in the advantages of the ſtate which I did enjoy, 
that I could defend the cauſe of the Married againſt any arguments. They 
ſeem'd to me ſo weakly founded, that they could put no ſtreſs upon any 
ſtrength of their own, but took confidence only from hopes of the ine- 
quality of the Antagoniſt. I was wholly of his opinion, and theught ic 
ſuch an cvident truth, that it was plac'd utterly beyond the Juriſdiftions of 
Diſpute: and though I perceiv'd he had other things to ſay, yet I could 
not bur interrupt him with the defence of the poſition, what exceptions 
ſoever he was going to make froma croſs-experience ; and ſo added, Thar 
Nature had madeus incomplete on purpoſe that we ſhould conſummate 
our Imperfection with the Conjugal Union, and that no ſingle perſon with 
all advantages ever arrives at a perfe&ion which is any way conrparable to 
Two ſo made One. I did not think that he had well confider'd that he 
was born that ever diſapprov'dſuch anexcellent means of his Being;or that 
he was worthy to be, who did refuſe inſuch a lawful way to be a means of 
leaving others after him. How juſtly ſhall poſterity forget him quite, or 
remember him with diſgrace, who would have had it impoſſible to have 
been remembred at all ? This way a man becomes inmortal in his very 
Body, and hath an opportunity to people the World with ſuch inhabitants 
as an afteGionate love, which none but Parents are capable of, will con- 
ſtrain al! his life to make as good or better than himſelf. I eſteem'd all my 
portion of Worldly happineſs which I had in ather inſtances doubled, 
Ss 2 when 
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when I perceiv'd they were enjoyed alſo by one whom I accounted a part 
of my ſelf; and I could bear þut one half of any croſs accident, becauſe 
ſhe would bear the other. And though it is true, that ſince nothing is unmix- 
edly pure in this World, Marriage hath its domeſtical cares;befides that they 
are more then colinterpoys'd with Comforts to alleviate them, which no 
other condition can boaſt of, Nature hath ſecur'd that ſtare again(t the op- 
preſſion of ſuch inconveniences, haviug appointed two at leaſt to bear one 
light Burden. Vertuous Husbands mult needs be truly pleas'd with ſuch a 
Companion as having help'd to prevent the diſhonours of licentiousY outh, 
doth as willingly afterward ſuſtain a great part of the infirmities of Oid- 
age. And although ſome tender minds faticy it is an inſupportable miſery 
ro die one before the other, that is to ſay, to be torn in pieces ; yet that 
ſeparation is capable of the fame and better arguments of Conto'ation 
than thoſe with which wiſe men comfort themſeives againſt the parting of 
their Souls and Bodies, They ſhall meet agaty : But the reaſ.n hath more 
force here, becauſe they meet ſooner. And becauſe they have wade ac- 
count that ſuch an indifſoluble Union ties them together, they endeavour 
as the main care of their life to make themſelves ſuch as that they may not 
have reaſon to defire a Divorce. 

At that Word the Gentleman ſtopt me; ſaying, Cood Sir, go no ff urther ; 
you have made my wounds bleed afreſh, and quicken'd the ſenſe of my 
inſupportable miſery by drawing a lively picture of that Happineſs which 
I once thought my ſelf Maſter of : and this I believ'd with no ſina'l wea- 
ſure of Faith, for I had ſuch anexperience of thegreater part of your dif- 
courſe, and ſuch a firm confidence in my VVife's Integrity, and ſich a deep 
ſenſe of my own entire aftt&ions, that I thought it was impoſſible for a 
true Lover to be Jeatous : and when T heard of any that troubled them- 
ſelves with that fooliſh impertinency, I could not but judg that they had 
either made a careleſs choice, of which they now indiſcreerly repented, 
or that through ſcrupulous nicety they were willing to make inſtruments of 
their own afflition ; but, withal, I applauded ty own Felicity, which 
ſeen'd tome ſ6 void of any flaw, that I never entertain'd the leaſt ſurmize 
of the mutability of my preſent condition. 

Bur I percieve now that weare not to paſs a final ſentence vpon any 
Worldly ſtate roo ſoon, for tiy Sz is for ever ſer, which I thought im- 
poſſible to have been for the leaſt while __ Having replied ſo far ,the 
deep ſiphs with which he accompanied theſe words, interrupred th« courſe 
of his ſpetch ; which gave me opportunity to enquire into the particular 
Original of his Adverſity. I knew well that diſcontented Women find 
Teveral occaſions to yomed their diſlikes upon- againſt their Husbands. 
Sometirhes he is not Rich enotigh, now they think on't ; or he is not the 
Wiſeſt man in the world, and yet they themſelves will publiſh bis Follies: 
it may be he keepsa Servant, not for unworthy regards, whom they cannot 
fancy, and for that they will make the Houſe too hot for him, or they 
want one for whom they have no uſe, only they will not be without one 
no more then their Neighbours 2 at other times they are ſick for ſuch vain 
ſuperfluities of Clothes or Honſhold-ſtuffe which his eſtate cannot provide, 
oft which would but be unſuitable to his degree,and are ſixch things as wiſe 


Matrons do ſcorn ; or being of a peevith humour they will be gone to their 


Friends: and ſotnetimes they have no content, though without all reaſon, 
becauſe, forſooth, they ay not govern a little more ; which is a humour 
contrary to the fiſt intention of a Wife, and by which they do ridicu- 
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louſly ofter ro put their Head under their Feet. How matters frand between 
You two, I know not : but however, I think that theſe or any ſuch like 
reaſons are but pitiful grounds fora Womans departing from her Husband, 
to his extream diſcomfort, the ruin of her Family, and her own eterml 
Infamy. I think ſo too, {aid the Gent leman : neither indeed were the f.re- 
mentioned inſtances the roots of this diſaſter. As ſhe wanted not any ac- 
commodation that my Fortune could allow, fo beſides all other Comfores 
we had divers pledges of Marriage-Love, Children, in whom we faw our 
ſelves multiplyed and united ; and our defire was ſeconded with mutual 
endeavours to make them meet, not only to ſupply attr places, Þnt to de- 
ſerve better after ourdeparture. But Deviliſs Laſt hath ſpoil'd us all. 
Till of late I did think her ſo fee from that unreaſonablenefs, that I never 
ſuſpected deſtruction from ſo great anunliketihood. But gs a healthfy] 
conſtitution by the Contagion of diſeas'd Bodies doth many times receive 
mortal ſickneſs ; ſo did ſhe contra a Viciouſneſs of Soul by the converſe 
. of an unlucky Companion. * There was a young Gentleman, whofe Father 
being dead, had by an ill-govern'd life ſpent a great part of his means; 
and for the love which had been for a long time intimate between his Father 
and my ſelf, I gave him counſel to leave ſuch Courſes as muſt neceflarily, 
if he perſiſted in them, bring him to all thoſe Miſeries which attend tte 
contempt of an unpitied Beggery. At firſt he took no heed to my Words ; 
but ina while finding his Eſtate ſo intangled through the profuſeneſs of his 
Expences, that he could not have the uſe of that which was not yet waſted, 
he hearkned ſo far tomy advice, as to ſell part toclear the debts which lay 
upon the whole, and made great promiſes of future Frugality ; and for z 
while diſſembling the love of his former praQtices, he was a —_— Gueſk 
at my Houſe, and would needs ſtay ſometimes longer than I 'd; by 
which means, under pretence of reſpedts tome, as his Guardian and Bene- 
fator, he cloak'd the unworthy afteftions which he had to my Wife, and 
made my courteſie a wask for his ingrateful Treachery. I cannot but have 
ſo much Charity as to think that ſhe never tnagin'd his firſt Viſits deſign'd 
ſounchaſtly, or that ſhe was ſo prone to ſin, that it was needleſs for him 
to uſe divers tentations: but I perceive, to my unſpeakable grief, that 
ſhe wasnot rivetted in ſuch a deep love of Vertue as to preſerve her Inno- 
cence. Though a Caſtle have ſtrong Walls, yet if thoſe which keep it 
want ſtore of Proviſion, or negle& their Watch when diligent Enemies be- 
Ghepe it, they will either be forc'd to yield, or be ſurpriz'd t their 
own careleſneſs. So I ſuppoſe it fell out with her, who, I Ygubt nor; 
calling to mind what ſhe had been, was much ſatisfied in the worthineſs of 
Chaſtity, and,being convinc'd of the unchangeableneſs of Vertuous reaſons, 
could not but believe that ſhe ought to perſevere ; and ſo held out a good 
while, but at laſt was betrayed, by keeping an undue Guard upon baporrs- 
#ity and Place too fit for his purpoſes: and thoſe which do not ſecure ſuch 
advantages, "are ever in danger of being delivered up to their Enemy b 
the traiterous diſpoſitions which are in their own breaſts; which t 

they might lurk more undiſcernedly before, will then be ſure to ſhew what 
they are. He had not negleQted ſeveral devices to enſnare her affe&tions ; 
and ſhe, fooliſh Woman, not minding the pernicious Hook, was catch'd 
with the ſplenaid baits of Fewels, and ſuch toes, which to a Woman thar 
eſteems it infinite diſhonour to be wvertuous, ſignifie no more than Fiſh- 


hooks made of crooked pins, with which little Children angle in puddles to , 


catch nothing. I having taken notice of more than was tomy comfort, and 
much 
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much diſtruſting what might fol.ow advis'd her to beware, and1to'd 
her that the converſe of this Gentlewan Ecoed wore then civil Courteſies, 
& that his frequenting my Fouſe was not only in regard to thatFriendſhip 
which bad been betwixt me and his Father : for' I perceiv'd in him towards 
my Wife more then ordinary obſervance, aworous g'arces ; and that he ſung 
wanton Songs,which carried ſuch a ſence as he could nct ſo well infinuate in 
proſe: and I knew he would not have ſtayed ſo long where he had very little 
to do, or come ſo often upon very ſlender Errands, but for ſcme diſhonou- 
rable reſpe&. As wy fears encreas'd, I often to'd ter of ſuch thingsas 
might have prevented miſchief, if ſhe had minded them ; as of the treache- 

rous Vlation of her Faith, which would be as the ſtizg.of death in her Cons 


ſctence : the diſcetyfort of thoſe few years which were yet to come of my life; 


her own wnevoidable Diſprace; beſides the cruel and unmetherly abandoning of 
her own Childrez by moſt #npatural Falſhwod : to all which I added thoſe Pare 
tieular miſeries which did attend her when ſhe ſhould be deſerted by that 
Villain ; which ſhe might well exped&, ſince baſe Luſt doth uſe to gO Our, 
when a little time hath withdrawn the fewel of its violent flames ; and thar 
ſhe muſt think he would not ſtick to negle& her, who had before abus'd 
both her and me. She diſſembled her own purpoſe till the reveal ing of it 
would not hinder its Execution,ſealing the vain proteſtations of her falſe 
Faith with many Curſes, which I am afraid ſhe will mect too ſcon in that 
place where no bleſſing will arrive. 
And thus have I told you a Story of a poor man that took into his houſe a 
Serpent out of the Snow half dead with Cold, which being reviv'd with the 


* eweef aged warmth of. his Fire, bit him and his Children to death. Here * Euparhes 


Pleaſure. 
Vain Shrly, 


xroke off his Diſcourſes, and having entertain'd the Travellers witha 
rt Supper, when the time of the night requir'd it, he diſpoſed themh in 
ſuch Lodgings as his ſmall houſe afforded. The next day conſidering the 
lace to which they were going, he gave them notice of ſome things whith 
thought ſerviceable to their Deſign. He begun after this manner; You 


have heard, Noble Travellers, and ſeen enough of Piacenzas, which hath 


not verified its name with ſuch pleaſures as you care for ; .and Vazaſembla. 
through which you are to travel, will alſo make a great ſhow of many gau- 
dy things of another ſort, which when you examin them, well be found to 
contain but a ſmall watter of ſubſtance: And there are many perſons that will 


make you believe their Countrey is the Kingdom of Heaven, which will not 


prove Angels if you look into their manners. As ſoon as you are within the 
Borders, which you will eaſily percieve,for they love to have great marks 
of diviſion between themſelves and their Neighbours, I would have you 
turn qut of the Common rode upon the right hand ; and then keeping 
ſtraight forward, you will come to a little Houſe ſtanding in anunſuſpeQed 
place : it makes no great ſhow, but 1s ſituate ina very healthful air, where 


one that 45 dwellsan honeſt plain man call'd 4p:;/foz, who hath retir'd thither for his 
ne# believe e#- ſafety. He is humble, and thinks very meanly of himſelf; bur having 
b1:<489%-4gbeen often abus'd by ſuch as he believed, according to report of others, far 


better than himſelf, he is of late grown wary, and doth not now thinkall 
thoſe good, who, though they do not affirm themſelves tobe ſo, yet give 
ſhrewd figns of ambitious defires to be eſteemed ſo; and whilſt they think 
themſelves ſingularly good, he examining the grounds of their indulgencies 
toward themſelves, finds them to þe but ſuch things which are common to 
good and bad ; and when he puts them to the tryal concerning any ſingu- 
lar thing indeed, they are pitifully deficient. Having taken notice thatRe- 
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ligious pretences are applicable to worldly Intereſt, and having ſeen wany 
ſo ſordid as to uſe then accordingly,he doth not at all wonder at thoſe acti- 
ons which men zealouſfly-perform ſometimes to the amazement of ſimple ke- 
holders ,who count him very vtoical becauſe he doth not joyn in ſuch a com- 
mon applauſe. He isnot much taken with Zeters, becauſe they have piic 
Uncharitableneſs into their Religion,and branded Divine Moderation with 
the odious title of Lukewarmneſs. They often (trike at the Holineſs of 
Morality with illiterate Invedtives ; but fave. ſo much more ſlighted thoſe 
lovely vertues of which it doth conſiſt By their immortal practices, 
that they have made themſelves tidiculous to wiſe men, Þy the oftenta- 
tion of thoſe great pretences by which they priviledge their exalted ſtate 
from the neceſſity of fuch low matters. But the truth is, their eſtate 
is not ſo rais'd as they would have men believe ? neither are the things 
which they depreſs of mean worth, for they are too hard and too good 
to be perform'd by wordy Hyppocrites. He is one that doth not 
ſwallow carelefly all Opinions which thoſe which rake up every thing 
upon truſt applaud for great Myſteries, having found many of them 
upon examination tO be contradittions toall true Religion. © When he per- 
ceives bold Notions thrown abroad, he carries ſotie of them home, but 
never lodgeth any of them in his heart till he hath tryed them, and found 
them right, by two excellent Touch-ftones, which he hath ever by him; I 
have heard him call them a Empſychon * Gtapron: when they hold not » xatarat 
good by this proof, he rezeds them for Droſs: And becauſe they are many _— 
times wraptup in odd embelliſhments of Fancy,and ſometimes cruſted over Rs 

with a ſhow of Antiquity, he hath an excellen: File, call'd* Exetazox, by + x,omination 
which he doth pare off the outfides,and fuch things as are faſtn'dto them to and enquiry. 
ſet them off, that ſo he may the more ingenioufly and nakedly take a view 

of them. He is alwaies very ſuſpicious of ſach as he diſcovers tobe flamp'd 

with ſome ſecrete charafers of Worldly Intereſt ; which though it makes 

them currant with the Muſtitnde, among whom Error goeth cover'd, yet 

they will not paſs with him. There are divers fele& FaQtions amongſt them, 

and they are all as confident as if Infallibilicy were ſhared among them,and 

yet ſome of them muſt needs be in an Error, for they all contradid one ano- 

ther. They ſ>llicited Jpi/fora great whileto adhere to their feveral parties; 

but he was unwilling to divide himſelf from good men to ſerve any Humor, 

being well aſſured that when they have made their petty inclofures, the Di- 

vine Spirit will flie over all their Hedges,and converſe with good men whe 

ther they will of no. 4p;for ſaw fo much of plain Truth among moſt of thern, 

that he knew would ſerve them to their moft important concemments, bur 

rhat they fpoil'd che uſefulneſsof it with Contention, Intricaces and donbr- 

ful Controverſies. He wasthe likelielſt to have been beguiled with ſome that 

extream!y reproved the want of Charity, and exhorted Men to Brotherly 

Love; tut having oportunity put into their hands co expreſs it towards 

others which needed it ſufficiently, they being alſoentreated todo it, con- 

feſs'd that the princip'e was excellent int it felf, bur that their difference 

from them in judgment had made ic hurtfal for them, By this he perciev'd 

that their Charity was but Self-love, and the extent of their Kindneſs 

bounded with the circuitsof their own FaQtion. This was a pitiful diſpo- 

firion, and mmfinitely below the true height of his generous Temper : for 

he 1s ſo clearly illuminated with the Divine Light, and hath his Paſſions ſo 

regulated and ſ\yeetned with true Love, that he hath an' excellent ſym- 


pathy with God and and all Good men; and ſetting before him the univer- 
ſa) 
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fal Charity of the Father of the World, he hath a moſt afteGionate Regard 

to the concernments of All, and never thinks himſelf more honour'd than 

when he can procure their good. Butas he engag'd himſelf in aGion to 

bring to paſs the intentions of Good-will , he was ſo puſh'd with ſevere 

Falſhood, and ſo thruſt with bitter Envy, that he could not quietly paſs 

the ſtreets ; and thercfore to prevent miſchief he retir'd into a corner,there 

to expe better times, | | 

He will be ſhie of you at your firſt arrival : but you muſt be content with 

that, for he is no trivial perſon, and will recompence theſe appearances of 

Incivility with the advantages of a moſt deſirable Friendſhip ; and in par- 
* rhe State of ticular, he will give you a full notice of * Vanaſembhla. 

—_— When Expathes had proceeded ſo far,. he took a ſmall Fablet out of his 

pocket, whereupon was written in Greek charaGters Miprnev amcvy. «(The 

a Oneof « goed Meaning of the words was a prohibition of raſh beleif, which * Emupathes 

Diſpoſition. and > 4piffon counted a great ſign of folly. ) And, quoth he, if you find my 

ner belive as Friend make ſcruples of giving you reception, preſent to him this Tablet. 

fir. Here was a rare Encounter of Mutual Aﬀe&ion : for,as Empathes by their 

Converſe had diſcover'd the Travellers to be excellent perſons, and was 

very unwilling toloſe their Company , yet by reaſon of the Love which 

he had for them was careful to tell them whatſoever might make for their 

Happineſs when they were gone ; ſo they receiv'd ſo much pleaſure from 

his Diſcourſes, that they found themſelves moſt willing to ſtay when 

they were going» But as the Deſign which they had undertaken requir'd 

their Departure, ſo it made Expathes tonegled the conſiderationof his own 

loſs, and to diſmiſs them to accompliſh their intended Journey. It was not 

long before they came to the borders of YVansſembla: but by reaſon of ſome 

intricate turnings they had gone a little out of their way, which they 

ſoon perceiv'd; for having once miſs'd their direGions, they knew not 

whither to go. As they wandred up and down, they ſtumbl'd upon the 

aone that hazh COmpany of a great fellow call'd *Megabronchus, who was a * Vanaſemblian, 

2 grees Throat, but had been taking his pleaſure among his Neighbours of Piacenza.He was 

an peers; quite of a different temper from that of Ypiſtor, for he could ſwallow any 

thing that was ſweetned with profitable conſiderations, and expreſs'd a 

great indignation upon their naming 4p:ſtox by way of enquiry to know 

where he dwelt. No body can tell, quoth he, for he hath forſaken us 

in Vansſembla, and retir'd to a private life. He pretended a great offence 

taken againſt our Cuſtoms and Opinions, which are ſo exceilent that they 

are grown the very Rule of Perfe&ion, from which nothing can be taken, 

to which nothing can be added. It's true there are ſome differenc 

Seas amongſt us, but I mean that which Iam of. Apiſtox is of a ſque- 

miſh ſtomack, he will believe nothing unleſs he have reaſon for it. He doth 

* Y&yWrit, give all honour to the book call'd * wag wary but he will be his own 

Interpreter : and though fourſcore or a hundred of our way reſolve con- 

cerning the determination of a Controverſie, he doth not think himſelf 

bound to believe our definition, becauſe we have not an infallible Spirit. 

I confeſs he is of a peaceable Temper ; I could never fall out with him, 

becauſe ' he would never give me leave: though I had a great mind to 

have quarrell'd with him by way of Reproof. His Converſation is holy, 

as far as I could diſcern ; but ſome of wy acquaintants have declared great 

ſuſpicions concerning him, but they would not tell me the particulars, 

It may be, they had received ſome informations againſt him, and at pre- 

ſent do diſtruſt the truth of them, or are guilty of ſome infirmities —_ 

ſelves, 
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ſelves, that make them a little more ſparing in their Fpeech. However I 
do not like him, neither do I defire to be ſeen in the company of any that 
frequent his houle ; for that may turn to my prejudice. 
{{rania and Panaretus were willing to liften to Megabronches his talk;the 
rather, becauſe he gave them a taſte of Vaxaſembla: and they were willing 
to detain him a while longer in their Company, that they might' rake off 
his moſt groundleſs-diſaffe&ion to Hpiſtow ; not only having the engage- an wh duh 
ment of good information concerning his Worth, but perceiving the Allepa- jeve. 
tions againſt him to be pitifully inſignificant. Pararetus therefore as they 
went along between two Banks, where he could not well part from them, 
told him that they were as unwilling that he ſhould receive damage in 
their preſence, as that an abſent wan ſhould be wrong'd in his Good rame 
whilſt they were able ro help it; and that they hoped they might eaſily 
prevent, if he would but particularly bear their talk,” as long as | had 
willingly given ear to his diſcourſe. Megabronchus conſented : where- 
upon Pazaretws having minded upon what particulars he had grounded his 
Accuſation, and taking notice that he had unawares ſaid many things in | 
his defence, wade a ſhort anſwer to what he had ſo highly applauded in his I 
own party and accus'd in Apiſtor as bad, or leſſen'd as good. Tr's true, 
quoth Panaretms, that you think very well of your own Sed : [ cannot 
blame you ; no doubt,your Adverſaries do fo of theirs. Bur you have ac- 
knowledged your ſelf fallible, and therfore you cannot give any infallj- 
bleafſurance of your being in the right in every thing. You are men, and 
ſo may give ſo much to your Idiopathies that thay biafſe you our of theway 
of Truth : you cannot but acknowledg this to be true ; andif it be, you 
ought not to be angry that piſton doth beleive it. And fince you are fal- 
lible, as you confeſs you are, you ought not to be ſo much offended with 
a good man that thinks you are deceived in ſomething, where your ſelves 
do not deny but that you may. If hediſſent from your detertninations, 
nodoubr bur he thinks all necefſary Truths are determin'd long apo both 
for you and him infallibly ; and he is not ſo much to blame for refuſing af 
ſent to your fallible definitions, as you are for making new additions, be- 
ing neither divinely warranted nor infallibly' guided ro do it; You" kngw 
you differ from many others in the world, that think themſelves highly 
wrong'd in the negle& : therefore , good Sir , for 'the funire be 
perſvaded to ſuffer ir patiently that others do not in all things agree with 
'OU. «+ TRY 
That Apiftor 1s very tolerable in other reſpedts, appears from that Charac- 2 
ter which you have given of the Temper of his ſpirit, and the Excellency of 
his Converſation, by which itmay be perceiv'd he is one of Wiſdom and 
Modeſty in his ds rg others, and highly Valuable in regard of 
h1s proper Accompliſhments : and though you may have receiv'd miſreporr 
concerning him, you ought not much to value that, if you conſider” the 
general inclination which is in men to difparage ſich as differ from them, 
thinking that a worth will accrue to their own Opinion from a creditable 
diſrepute caſt upon the perſons of the Diſſenters: and' you may com- 
monly obſerve it, that they can eafily wink at. groſs Fanlts in themſelves, 
thouoh they are always quick-ſighted as to the leaſt of others. 
Whilſt Panarcrus was ſpeaking theſe words hey came to a p'ace where 
two wayes met, and * Megabrozchis being weary of the diſcourſe eſpecially g,,,, 1t1c:. 


becauſe he could not anſwer it, he told them his way was to the left hand ; 
and having reſolved which way ſoever they went, he won'd go no further 
IK with 
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with them, he made a rude haſte from their Company. They took the 
right hand, as they were direGted by Eapathes, and came in a ſhort ſpace of 

| time to Apifion's houſe. He was walking up and down in a ſerious Medita- 
Hypeeriſ®. tion concerning ſome Diſcourſes which he had lately heard in * Vanaſembla, 
wherein he thought the Goodneſs of Godto be greatly miſreported, and 

his Creatures taught to put very little confidence in him, to wit, that he ca- 

red but for a few of his Creatures, but did eternally hate the reſt. As he was 
giving thanks to God for making him partaker ofa better knowledg of him, 

by which he was ſaved from blaſphemous hatred and Helliſh deſpair ; his 
Meditations were broke oft by the arrival of Uranis and Panaretss, He 
accoſted them ſo, as they might eaſily diſcern he had ſome cvoubts 
concerning them by his Countenance ; but that they might not :mput« 

his ſtrangeneſs to Incivility, he told them that he made no queſtion 

but they knew the times to be ſuch, that they required a great warineſs 

in thoſe that would not be abus'd. Though he had no particular cauſes 

of Suſpicion, but that they made their viſit with a Courteous Intention ; 

a 0neef « good YET he deſired to know whence they came. They anſwer'd, from « Eupa- 
_— thes. He is my Friend indeed, replied » piſton ; and ſome that have 
_ eafly be- Vnderſtood of our intimate Acquaintance, have made uſe of his name to 
liewe. deceive me in ſome things, wherein I had not been abus'd but for the credic 
I gave to that pretended Recommendation ; and therefore I muſt deſire 
ſome further aſsurance beſides your bare words, that you came from thence. 
Upon that, Uranza pull'd out of her boſom, where ſhe had kept it all thac 

day, the Tablet which Empathes gave them. piſton having read the Sym- 

bol, immediately ſaluted them in moſt friendly manner, brought them in- 

to his houſe, and gave them ſuch entertainment as men uſually beſtow upon 

thoſe whom they love unfeignedly. 

Panaretus and Urania, abundantly ſatisfied concerning the reality of 
' their Welcome, defired him to give them ſome account of the reaſons of 
that change which they manifeſtly perceiv'd in his Countenance and de- 
portment to them after the receiving of the Tablet. piſton told them, 

that there were in that Country and in divers parts of the worlda certain 
company of plain honeſt men that deſired nothing ſo much as to revive true 
Charity, and to maintain thoſe few ſparks of it which are yet unquench'd 

by Covetuouſneſs, Malice, and Hypocrifie ; and that though they did ab- 

hor todivide themſelves from mankind by a ſort of Conſpiracy, combi- 

ning againſt their frienſhip, yet they found it neceſſary to have ſome pri- 

vate ſign, by which they might be known in forein parts to ſuch as ha- 

ving never ſeen their faces before, might by this token be aſſured that they 

vere their Friends, and ſo ſupply them with advice or money, or ſuch aſ> 
ſiſtances as the buſineſſes which they were imployed in might require. The 
reaſonof this neceſſity is, ſaid he, becauſe many that are incomparibly 
good are ſometimes very poor, and being in ſtrange Countries might be in 
danger of periſhing, by reaſon of that Uncharitableneſs which prevails in 

the world, and hath ſo haydned the hearts of the Rich, that they will not 
releive even thoſe whom they beleive to be in want, and might know to 

be ſuch as do well deſerve ſupplies. Beſides, ſome of our Friends are ſome- 

times engaged in ſuch undertakings that require more aſſiſtance than one or 

two or twenty can contribute, and we want cotveniency of tranſmitting 

ſuch things into other places as are of neceſſary uſe : but by this means 

theſe defects are made up, none refuſing either to give credit to him that 


carries it, or to beſtow their help in ſuch ways as they find to be beſt to 
accompliſh 
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accompliſh theſe Vertuous deſigns, which are undertaken for the Univer- 
ſal good of Mankind: 

Panaretiss wuch pleas'd with the device, demanded of him, Who was the 
firſt Author of it, Pythagoras, faid piſton ; and in Imitation of the Ver- 
tuous example of thoſe excellent Philoſophers, which by obedience to his 
Precepts reviv'd Charity to the Admirationand envy of the World, we 
have, amongſt ſome more of their laudable Cuſtoms, embrac'd this, We 
have had ſome Experience, quoth ran, that it 1s not unuſefu] ; but do 
you think, Apiſtor, that the Pythagoreans did accompliſh ſuch effeGs as you 
mention by it? There is no doubt of that, ſaid Apiſfon: and, if you will 
have the patience to hear it, I will relate you a Story out of an Authentick 
Author, which will give you plentiful afſurance of what I ſaid, 

There was a poor Pythagorean, who having travelled a great way on 
foot, by reaſon of the heat of the weather and the length of his Journey 
fell into a- violent Feaver. Helay ata publick Inne where no body knew 
him, and having not provided money ſufficient for ſuch Accidents, he be- 
gan to be deſtitute of Neceſſaries; which the Hoſt underſtanding, ſupplyed 
him out of nicer Compaſſion to his ſad Caſe. When the Diſeaſe had gone 
ſo far that Death was now at hand, the ſick man call'd for a Writing-Ta- 
ble, which means was only left to requite ſo great love, though the effec 
of his deſire would not come to paſs till after his death. Having written 
acertain Symbol, that is, One of thoſe Sentences which was part of the 
myſtical Do&rine of Pythagoras, he ſent the Table to his Hoſt, praying 
him to hang it up, on that fide of his houſe which was next to the High- 
way, and to obſerve if any that went by took notice of it; aſſuring him 
that if any ſhould chance to read it which underſtood the writing, he 
would not only repay his coſt, but alſo reward the great care which he had 
taken of a Stranger. As ſoon as he had ſaid theſe words, he died. The 
Hoſt buried him, and though he expected no return of his Expences, yet 
omitted nothing that belong*d to a decent Funeral. He had ſo little truſt 


in the Table, that if he had not been mov'd with the laſt words of adying 


man, he would not have hung it forth. A good while after he had plac'd 
itaccording to his direQions, a Pythagorean travelling through that Town 
eſpyed the Table hanging upon the wall, and having eſpyed one of their 
Symbols upon it, he went into the Houſe to know who had pur it there : 
and having underſtood in what manner the charitable Hoſt had uſed his 
poor Gueſt, he requited himnot only with many thanksand great praiſes 
of his Vertue, but with much more money than he had disburs'd ; leaving 
not only the Heſt, but all the Neighbourhood, wondring at ſucha rare 
inſtance of extraordinary Friendſhip, and concluding that it was an excel- 
lent do&rine which made the mutual love of thofe which profefs'd it to be 
ſo great. | 

Apiſton having ended his Story, though he could perceive no viſible 
ſign of wearineſs in {{renia or Paxnaretws, which indeed was put off with 
that true delight which they found in many pleaſant Conferences ; yet re- 
merbring their Journey, and to declare his Civility, he perſwaded them 


to retire to their Reſt, which rhe night alſo being far ſpent made very ſea- 


ſonable and welcome to them all. 
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Hen the gray-ey'd Morn with her roſie fingers 
had drawn the Curtains of the Eaſt, and the 
olimmering light began to peep upon the 
World, Hrania and Panaretms, now weary 
of their Reſt, left their Beds, being loath to 
ſleep away a minute of that day by whoſe 
light they hoped to ſee the much-defired Bex- 
tivolio. Had they known his preſent Con- 
dition, their ſleep would have been ſhorter 
and much more diſturb'd : but meaſuring the 
Truth of their Hopes by the Extent of their 

Wiſhes, they ſuppoſed him well, with whom they knew it could not be 

ill, if Equity had the diſpoſal of things in the place where he was. So Lo- 

vers pleaſe themſe]ves in ſympathies with their own defires, and take no 

ſmall delight in propheſying all Happineſs to ſuch as they do entirely af- 
fect. 

Apiſton's thoughtful Soul had call'd him up a good while before ; for 
being uſed to the pleaſant entertainment of wakeful Meditations, be was 
content with a ſmaller portion of Sleep than thoſe allot to themſelves who 
have no better uſe of dark time, and know no other Tay but what is made 
by viſible Light. To begin the day with him who is the Beginning and 
Endof all our lives, he 800k a Theorbo, and ſing this holy ſong to it with 


a good Tenor Voice. 
| Good 
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Good Cod ! how dull « thing am I, to make 
Nights of this tedious length; when ſuch awake 
Who need more ſleep then 1, and riſe by Night, 
Whoſe work will ſcarce pay for their Gandle-light * 
Is Death ſo lovely grown, that I ſhould court” 
His drowſic Image im this ſleepy ſort ? 
What pleaſure 1s's for half my time to be 
In cloudy miſts loſt to my ſelf and Thee ? 
The chearful Birds wth early Notes begun 
To fing their «Mattens to the riſing Sun. 
And all the Flowers lift up their nodding heads. 
And ſpread their leaves upon their fragrant beds : 
and deck themſelves with all their pride to give 
Welcome to thoſe bright Fires which make them live. 
But I lie ſtill detain'd in ugg Dreams, 
Though thou art up, and with the att ive Beams 
Upbraid'ſt my Sloth : = thow doſt never ſet, 
But upon Sinners and ſuch as forget 
Why they have Eyes. Great Smn, thy eut-ſpread Ray, 
Chaſing the Shades, doth make 4 conſtant Day ; 
And with it's Vigour all dark powers Controwls, 
And ſhines at midnight upow watchful Souls. 
| Lord, fince thy luſtres by this Earthen Ball 
Are intercepted, and I in a wall 
Of Mud ſhut up, and theſe groſs Fumes that riſe 
rom this ve Dungeon cloud my feeble Eyes ; 
Tear this thick Curtain and reſtore my fight ; 
Tranſport me to the Regions of Light, 
Where nothing comes from whence a Cloud may grow, 
Where bleſſed Viſiuns Light and Eyes _ ; 
IWhere Holy Souls Eternal Watches ke 
Advanc'd above Earth, Sin, dark Night, axd Sleep. 


* Apiſtonlad juſt finiſh'd his Song, when his ſervant knock'd at his door Pn 


who doth 


to acquaint him that Hrania and Panaretus defired his company below. Afﬀ- wes eaſily br: 


ter he was come down, and had given them the uſual ſalutations of the Mor- 
ning, they declared to him their willingneſs to perfe@ their journey. He 
readily anſwer'd their deſires, both with the civility ofa ſpeedy diſmiſſion, 
and alſo accompanied them on the way, till they came to a Hill from whence 
they had a full view of Vewaſembla. | 

The Sun having now attained that Height which makes Noon, the 
heat made them willing to reſt a while under the covert of ſome Trees that 
grew near the foot of the Hill, they being alſo pretty well wearied with 
their Travel through barren Grounds, which for the moſt part were over- 
run with a ſhrubby ſort of, low Briars, fil'd with fuch ſharp and tenacious 
Pricktes, that if they chanc'd at any time to ſtepout of the beaten Path, 
they could never get clear off them without moſt hurtful ſcratches. As they 
tooknotice of the praſpe&, Urania ſpied on each fide of themdivers Ru- 
ines, which by their greatneſs ſignified the Magnitude of thoſe Edifices 
which lay buried under them; and thereupon demanded of ——_ 
they were. They are the Remains, quoth he, of as geodly Fabricks as ever 


Hypecrifpo . 


the Farth ſupported : but their Uſefulneſs far exceeded rheir Magnifi- 8 4 lower of 


cence, built by the incomparable Twins « Theophilwe and * Philanthropus 
T 
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a One who bo- 
nours! himſelf. 
b A Covetous 
priſon. 


a Hypocriſies 
b True Chriffi- 
ants 


aMuch tongue, 
b Little baud:, 


Two ſo loved by the people in forwer times, that they cali'd them the Sun 


and Moon, whom they reſembled in g'orious Splendour and benign In- 
fluences. They having with no leſs Diſcretion than hearty Zeal devoted 
themſelves to God; and knowing no ſuch way to improve their worldly e- 
ſtate as by imploymg it to further ſuch Deſigns as God doth moſt delight 
in, they built and endowed theſe Houſes, partly to relieve the poor, judg- 
ing themſelves their Stewards, and making account that by the receipt of 
Riches they were put to the tryal of their Charity and Humility ; partly 
to entertain inen of Excellent minds, to thisend that there they might have 
an opportunity. to improve Knowledg, the glory of Humanity, and fo 
preſerve it by a prudent Comunication to others, and foto keep out that 
barbarous Ignorance that invades Mankind, and draws it down into the 
ſame level with Beaſts : with this great aim alſo, that men being made par- 
takers of true acquaintance with the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs which 
are diſplayed in the Works of God, might be raiſed into wiſe and juſt Ado- 
rations of the Creator, which they expreſs'd frequently in Holy Hymns ; 
and being inamoured with the Goodneſs of God truly known, might expreſs 
a worthy imitation thereof, in relieving the imperfections of Youth by Know- 
ledg and Vertue, and extending the Benefits of the ſame Charity to all 0- 
thers that ſtood in need of that better ſort of Alms; But alas/ not long fince 
they became a prey to deſtruction, which was brought to paſs by the Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition of two wicked brothers, * Timantus and * Pleg- * 
#efFon;who envying the Charity of former tines, which they could not imi- 
tate, and grudging thoſe which needed it the Comfort of Ancient Liberali- 
ty, eſpecially having an eager thirſt after their Revenues, diſpoſſeſs'd them 
by Violence, and leſt future Apes ſkould repent of their Anceſtors ſins,and 
reſtore the true owners to that which God and Man had made their Right, 
they pull'd down the Houſes and ſo made the miſchief irreparable, 

Apiſton perceiving the time of parting from his Company to draw near, 
broke off the diſcourſes which were between them, and began to ſpeak of 
the Countrey which was now their proſpe& after thismanner ; This Coun- 
try of * Vanaſembla had its name given to it by the ® Theoprepians, who 
thought it fitted them but too well, becauſe they made an Apiſh imitation 
of the Theoprepians. But the Vanaſemblians, who thought highly of them- 
ſelves, did not likeit by any means, as judging it both infertour to their 
worth, and diſgraceful in the ſignification ; and thereupon wade an order 
to puniſh ſuch, as ſhould repeat the Name, though bur in jeſt, with their 
ſore diſpleaſure; 

The Country was formerly divided into two equal Parts, one call'd 
* Polyglottus, the other b Microcheires : but becauſe of the likenefs of their 
Tempers and affinity of Manners, they united themſelves into One Jurif- 


| diction ; and to keep the 01d Names,they call*'d the Metropolis Polyglortus, 


2 Alldark. 
b Imagery. 


d Fain ft aith, 
e Great zeale, 
— All tong ut, 


and the Country Mzcrocheires. The Inhabitanrs of Polyglottus are all guided 
by oneRule, yet for diſtin&ion ſake they parted themſelves, according to 
their diſcretion, into five little Diviſions, which are now call'd * Pam- 
melena, * lconium, © Pſeudenthea, * Kenopiſtis and © Agazelus. 

There, piſton took his leave of the Noble Travellers, who keeping a 
quick pace to redeem this ſtay, within a few hours arrived at * Potyglot- 
tus. Where they firſt endeavour'd to know what was become of Bentt- 
volio : But this work-was not ſo ſoon diſpatch'd as they thought ; for after 
much enquiry they could by no means find him. This was an extraordinary 


trouble to them all that Night, which they were fain to bear in a Com- 
mon 
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mon Inne, reſolving as ſoon as the light of the Morning gave them leave, 
to renew their purſuic 5 which they performed accordingly : For having 
learnedof a Stranger; who lay in the ſame Inne, that ſuch a one as they de- 
ſcribed came to Town, (though he could not tell where he was ; ) they 
made their furſt enquiry awong ſuch as attended the Higher Powers, (now 
the Government was of ſuch a ſort as very few could tell what it was ; ) only 
it was formerly Monarchical: ) but they ſoon underſtood, that he defired 
entrance at Court, and had been admitted but that Flattery and Falſhood, 
Jealouſie and FaQion kept him out. The next ſearch they made among the 
Gallants, which were ſcatter'd up and down the Metropolis ; but moſt of 
them proteſted that they never ſaw him : only one ſaid, he had been with 
them formerly, but had received ſuch offence from Pride and Luſt who 
kept them Company , that he would ſtay no longer among them. They 
went next to certain Houſes built for Pleaſure in fertile grounds not far 
from the City , where thoſe which might live where they pleas'd us'd to 
ſpend the Sunmer ; and having enquir'd of the Peaſants for Bentzvelio , 
they anſwer's that none of that name had come into their Landlords hou- 
ſes lince they lefc off the 01d Charitable Hoſpitality. Being ſo far diſap- 
pointed, and doubting where to ſeek next , it is likely, faith Panaretr, 
that he hath taken ſanctuary in ſome of the Churches : and having enter'd 
into one of the moſt famous for outward beauty , they hadgreat hopes of 
finding their loſt Friend ; for they heard his nawe often mention'd. Bur 
after a ſhort ſtay one inform'd them that he was not there ; for that a furious 

. Debate , which was held there a few dayes before , had ſo inflam'd the 
parties with wrath againſt each other , that they did many ſtrange things, 
and, amongſt the reſt , at the inſtigation of an Ignorant Zelot , he was or- 
dered to leave the place. This put them to ſo great a loſs in their thoughts, 
that they reſalv'd to ſeek him any where, ſuppoſing they might meet him 
where it was not very likely he ſhould be, ſince they miſs'd him where they 
had good reaſon to expedt his preſence ; and ſo they went towards the 
Merchants-Walks : but when they were come thither, one told them, that 
Covetouſneſ; had forbidden him their Company. As they paſt by the 
Schools of Diſputation , they thought to ſtep in: but hearing a'tumultu- 
ous noiſe about impertinent Queſtions, they knew if he had been there 
he would have come forth preſently. It may be, ſaid Urania, according 
to his Cuſtom , he is gone to viſit ſome Hoſpital : but when they came thi- 
ther , the Poor people told them ſad news, that they had ſeen ſucha one 
in former times, but of late he never came near them. They had yet 
ſotne fmall hope to meet him amongſt the Common people as they walle'd 
up and down the ſtreets: but it ſoon vaniſh'd; for they knew he could 
not converſe with ſuch as had reſign'd themſelves to Murmuring , Sloth, 
Fraud, and Hatred. 

At laſt they met with a good man call'd * Philoxeas,who perceiving them 4/over of 
to be Strangers, was loath to paſs them by, eſpecially becauſe he gueſs'd by *'*2"* 
their Countenances, that either through unacquaintedneſs with the place, 
or ſome other occaſion, they were under a preſent diffatisfation. Ha- 
ving demanded whether his ſervice might be of any uſe to them; Yes, 
ſaith Hramia , if you could give us notice of a Friend, from whom we 
parted not long ſince, having agreed to make this City the place-of our 
meeting ; where, though we have hitherto ſought him in vain, we know 
he muſt needs be , except ſome diſaſter have befallen him. Withal , ſhe 
gave a deſcuiption of his perſon: which Philoxenus having well conſi- | 

dered | 
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dered, he knew whom they ſought, and pray'd them to go with him to 
his houſe, where they ſhould have ridings of their -Friend. They went a» 
long with no ſmall joy, hoping to find Beztzwolto at his houſe. This they 
quickly ſaw tobea miſtake ; for Philoxex, perceiving the Error of their 
Expecations,told them plainly that he was not there. Whete is he then?quoth 
Urania, with a quick reply. i am loath to tel] you, ſaith Philoxens, be- 
cauſe he is where you little think, and where he doth leſs deſerve to be : 
He is1n Priſon, under the Cuſtody of a cruel fellow call'd * Achreftus ; and 
becauſe I know , you long to underſtand how he came there, I will briefly 
accquaint you. Your Friend being preſent at a Religious Conference,it hap- 
pen'dthat ſome with a great deal of: blind Zeal did ſpeak very unworthily 
of God : upon which he pray'd them to conſider better of God, before 
they ſpoke of him after that manner 3 for that in his apprehenſion the things 
ſpoken were very much to God's diſhonour. Hereupon ill words were re- 
turn'd, and one call'd him Heretick ; and in fine the Diſputation ended, as 
moſt uſe to do, to little purpoſe. But the next day an Accuſation was prefer 
red againſt your Friend before the Magiſtrates, who carried a very preat re- 
ſpec tothe Accuſers, . becauſe they were perſons that made a great ſhow of 
Gravity and much Zeal for Truth. They accus'd him at random, and lay*d 
ſo many horrid things to his charge, that an Order was granted ro commit 
him to Priſon. I underſtand that Articles are tram'd againit him-by one *Or- 
gilus, and thathe and another call'd * Dyſcolus will witneſs them, though 
Dyſcolzs never ſawBentivolio in all his life. The Articles are the ſtrangeſt 
things to quote againſt a man by way of accuſation that ever you heard, 
* 04%. ; That Bentivolio ſhould ſay, That the * Vanaſemblians made Religion 
© amaſque; That their Laws were fine Cobwebs ; That he had been in 
© many Countries where he-heard not ſomuch talk of Goodneſs, but was 
© never, in any where he ſaw leſs perform'd ; That the people were wholly 
© Atheiſts ; That they ſet the Profeſſion of 'Vertne aud the Practice thereof 
* in oppoſition toeach other ; That lictle things were in high eſteem with 
thew, and greater matters lighted ; and ſuch Jike. But the anger concei- 
ved againſt him was blown up by the Malice of one of the Judges, who had 
a great ſpleen at Bertivolio, becauſe he had written a letter to reprove 
him , for taking-away by a moſt wicked fraud a poor mans eſtate, whom 
two or three, Sycophants bad made obnoxious toa flight Law: 

Philoxenus knew well enough that this was but il] news to his Gueſts ? 
and therefore to. corre& the unacceptableneſs of his Story, he told them 
that he madeno doubt. but that he could put them ina way to accompliſh 
his ſpeedy deliverance:which is quoth he, to make application to one of the 
chief judges, whoſe name I have forgotten, who is a moſt juſt Magiſtrate, a 
lover of Right, not ſmnutted with Covetouſneſs, nor byaſs'd with Partiali- 
ty, and that knows well enough, that Goodneſs doth not conſiſt in ſuch 
Niceties as moſt underſtand not, and few agree in. Urania greatly pleas'd 
with this Relation , defired Philoxenns to bring her and Panaretus to the 


Judge's Houſe ; which he willingly perform'd: and having ſent in aſignifica- » 


tion of . their defiresþy one-* Enmenes;a ſervant that alwaies gave much re- 
ſpe&to Philoxenns,and was willing to afſiit any that came to his Maſter up- 
on worthy errands, the Judg ſent them word that they ſhould attend bim in 
a fair room, which by reaſon of the liberty of acceſs and freedom of 
ſpeech, which he allowed there'to all wrong d perſons was call'd * Pay- 
rhefiazwhere he accordingly met them, without ſuch delaies as proud per- 


ſons deſign to State, but prove the reproachful ſignifications of their vain 
minds, 


" 
| 
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minds. He being much taken with the graceful preſence and Vertuous 
Carriage of Urania and Panaretus, which were not only correſpondent to 
all perfes Rules, but ſeem'd to be exprefſſi ve of ſomething which is beyond 
the attainment of the moſt rais'd Hypocriſie, he civilly demanded the 
cauſe of their Addreſs : which when they had declared, he gave order 
inmediately to ſend for Bentivolto, alluring them that they ſhou]d have a!l 
fair reparation, if it ſhould appear that he was wrongfully impriſon'd. Be- 
fore he was come, his accuſers, who had timely notice of his being ſent 
for, appear'd and made many general accuſations againſt Bextivelio. Urania, 
taking the opportunity of their filence, to whichat laſt they were forc'd, 
having ſaid all they could, not weighing the unjuſt reproaches of one 
whom ſhe knew to be innocent, prayed the Judg to examine the Witneſſes 
apart concerning the Articles, which by the firſt reading appear'd to be 
fram'd with much indiſcretion, or elſe upon great malice. Her requeſt was 


granted, and * Orgilusbeing brought forth, ſaid, he received the Articles » 1« angry 
in a letter from a friend of his, whom he deſired to be nameleſs, and that mn. 


he had prefer'd them, he confeſs'd; not without a grudge againſt the per- 


ſon of Bentivelio, becauſe he did not aſſent to himone day whilſt he was 


aſſerting with no ſinall vehqnence, That Moderation of Temper towards 
men of different Opinions was worſe then Atheiſm ; and becauſe he had 
heard him ſay, That it was one of the greateſt calamitics that ever befel 
Chriſtian Religion, that Chriſts Diſciples, ſo cajl'd by themſelves, were 
ſo unlike their Maſter ; and that he thought the moſt Ignorant were always 
the moſt fierce; which he took as a particular affront to himſelf : And this 
was the Summof his Teſtimony. | 


* Dyſcolus being call'd forth, affirm'd, That Orgilus wote the Articles, * 9ne apr 1» 
and that he himſelf did not hear the words ſpoken, but that he fign'd the **&* wer. 


Charge, becauſe he had heard ſuch words and worſe related concerning 
him in ſeveral places ; and particularly that he affirm'd, he was able to 
bear with Honeſt men though they differ'd from his Apprehenſion of things, 
and thought that others ought to do ſo with a nutual regard to each other ; 
eſpecially ſince he knew no Church which was Infallible, and therefore 
ought not to force men of peaceable ſpirits and Innocent lives to an ac- 
knowledgment of Divine Authority in their private determinations when 
the matters are dubious and of ſmaller Importance : and the rather becauſe 
they refuſe to ſubmit to the Impoſitions of others, and have declar'd the 
Lſurpation of oge that hath dignified himſelf with the Title of I»fallible 
Int er, aSa mark of Antichriſt. He added ſome other words of diſlikes 
of Bextwelio's Perſon, becauſe his Temper was ſo contrary to his own, 
proteſting that he did not love lukewarm Concord ; that he knew ſcarce 
any thing indifferent ; and that there was no diſtemper in Heat, and that 
the Torrid Zone is the middle Region where Verrue inhabitg=———.Peace, 
Peace, ſaid the Judg, your brain is too hot. If this be all the buſineſs, you 
are acouple of Unworthy perſons, and you ſhall have the reward of your 
Malice. Hetold Begtivelio, that he was ſorry that any perſon of Wiſdom, 
and Vertue, but much more that Bextivolis ſhould ſuffer Impriſonment in 
that City upon ſuch frivolous pretences ; That he might go whither he 
pleas'd, and that he ſhould improve his uemoſt endeavours to procure the 
free abode of himſelf and his friends in thoſe parts. 

Having diſmiſs'd Bextivolio, he applyed himſelf to ſome that had too 
paſſionately abetted his Accufers, and paaceiving that they were not very 
welt pleas'd with what he had done, hg accoſted them thus ; Are = yo 
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*aſhamed to appear in ſuch a diſhonourable buſineſs? Could you ſtoop to 
ſuch 'owneſs of ſpirit, as upon ſuch poor grounds ſo pitifully witneſſed to, 
*to diſquiet fucha worthy Gentleman? Will you make this place diſin- 
- *habitable to ingenuity ? When you judge concerning your duty, lay aſide 
«he hindrances of Intereſt, which mult needs prejudice your diſcerning 
Faculty. Enjoy your own thoughts, in Gods name, but do as you would 
be done unto; and what you would not have done unto you, do not. 
*'Where ſin manifeſtly cleaves to an Opinion, you may juſtly ſhun the 
afſertor, becauſe he hath diſcovered his wicked Temper by owning fal- 
ſhood : but when any thing is ſo darkly reveal'd that we cannot aſſure 
©urſelves that he which holds the part contrary to us is condemn'd of 
himſelf, I darenot give the odious name of Heretick. You allow ſuchas 
*difſent from you to be Learned and Good, when you ſpeak outof paſſion ; 
*nd becauſe the Difſenters are ſo conſiderable, you ſhould not be too per- 
<emptory in your determinations. Why ſhould you conclude that for 
neceſſary, which your diſſenting from many Wiſe and Good men doth 
*rrove to be doubtfully declared ? What you pretend concerning the ne- 
<eſſity of your Conſequences 1s leſs valuable, becauſe you are nor ſure 
you do deduce them right ; and your Explications are not of themſelves 
fFaith-worthy, ſince you do not pretend to be Infallible Interpreters : and 
*;f you ſhould challenge a Right toall mens Faith, you do little leſs then 
*uſurp Divine Authority, ſince both Scripture and Reaſon deſert you in 
{he claim of Infallibility. Inſtead of this odd zeal, for God's ſake pro- 
*nore ſuch things as are unqueſtionably good ; and there is no doubt bur 
<25 that ſhall kindle the flame of Divine love more perfe&ly, we ſhall clear- 
fy ſee the waySowards our preſent and Everlaſting Reſt. With ſuch 
words he diſmiſs'd them, but very little ſatisfied, becauſe he did not de- 
clare himſelf for their Opinion ; contrary to which they could believe 
nothing true. 2 
a 4loveref Uraniaand Panaretus having thus regain'd their deareſt Bentivolio, they 
Stranger). rTetir'd altogether to the houſe of * Philoxexus, who had no ſinall ſhare in 
their joyes ; where when they had diſpatch'd ſuch Civilities as were due to 
b Much preat Love and long Abſence, they renewed their deſires of ſeeing » Poly- 
ons glottws;and that they might make a full diſcovery of it, they reſolv'd to be- 
gin at.one end, and ſo proceed quite through ir. 
2 all Dark Their firſt ſtage was * Pammelena, which was plac'd in an obſcure part of 
the Suburbs ; for the Pammelzerians were of no great eſteem in Polyglottme. 
They were the leſs reſpeQed becauſe of their black ſwarthy CompleGion ; 
which was not caus'd by the heat of the Sun (for they were remov'd far e- 
noug!: from light ) but rather by -ſome infernal finoak, which had tann'd 
them. they were confign'd to a place which fitted them : for the ground 
was low, and continually ſent fortha ſteam, which did ſodarken the Air, 
that it was impoſſible to perceive any thing diſtindly among them. At a 
gooddiſtance they took the People for Trees walking up anddown ; but 
when they came nearer to them, and heard them make a brutiſh noiſe, they 
thought they had been Beaſts : but theſhape of their bodies ref-11'd tha t 
error, for they went upright, and ſo they concluded them to be Men ; 
though it's true that Apesand Monkies, with that poſture in ſuch dark air, 
; Dull Sim. PIght have put tricks upon them. They were much troubled with a di- 
ufo 11d *® Aylotes : which though it permitrced to them an indifferent good 
p3thy with the ſeaſecall # pl : though Pe a 8 
Body, uſeof their more Bodily powers,by which means they couldeat and drink, 
taſt and feel; yet it did extreamly dull their Wits, and ſent ſucha thick 
rheum 


—_— A— MD 


Book 111. Bentivolio and Urania. 75 


FY m—_—— 


rheum into their Eyes, that they could ſcarce ſee that which lay juſt before 
them ; and made them ſo hard of hearing, that it was a difficult matter to 
make them underſtand any thing that was ſaid to them. Tt produced one 
eminent quality, which was very obſervable In them all, which was call'd Ws 
Dyſpithia : by reaſon of this, though they held many ridiculous Opinions, ak 
et no Reaſons whatſoever could move them to an alteration df their mind. 
They were all troubled with a great weakneſs of memory, which was per- 
ceiv'd quickly ; for Bextivolioand UHrania having at their defire told them 
their Names, they a5k'd them again ſo often , that they were aſhamed ta 
anſwer? and at tirſt, doubting whether it was not an Abuſe, they tried 
whether they had not forgotten their own ; and when they could nat re- 
member them, their Wonder fell into Pity, 

No great watters were expedted to be ſhown, where one could ſcarce 
ſee any thing : but as the noble Travellers were upon their return, paſſing 
through a dirty narrow ſtreet they ſtumbled unexpecedly upon an old 
Temple dedicated to * 4Hgnea; which was unſpeakably dark, both be- x Jrwwr ance. 
cauſe it had no windows, and by reaſon of the- natural foggineſs of the 
Air, which was ſo thick that might be felt, They, not dreaming of a 
Church in ſuch a diſinal* place, thought it was the womb of Night, the 
Cave where Darkneſs ſleeps, a Charnel-houſe for empty Skulls, or indeed 
the very Region of Death. But miſtakes are eaſie in ſuch a place; it was 
the Pammelenians Chappel. It was built ſo capacious, that it-would hold 
all the inhabitants of * Polyglortus, and there was a report that they. ex- 
tended the building to that greatneſs by a general Contribution : neither 
was their money laid out wholly in behalf of the Pammeleniays, for the 
richeſt perſons and men of great quality throughout the whole City did 
ofteh repair thither to Worſhip ; nay ſometimes perſons fam'd for know- 
ledg were obſerv'd to ſteal in among the reſt, | 

It happen'd to be the hour of their Devotions, by which means the en- 
trance was more eaſie, though to ſay true it is difficult at no time, for the 
Doors are very wide, and are never lockt, When they came in, ' they ſaw 
the ill-favoured Statue of Agnes flovenly caſt iniLead, on the one fide 
ſupported with an old - Woman call'd a Hypnetica, who lean'd : drowſily #4 Sepy me 
upon the wall, with her Eyes ſhut, as if ſhe had been dead. Upon the Þ%. 
other fide was the Statue of a mai call*d ® Typhloſarthes, which was carv'd Confidens. io 
in Wood,” but with a brazen face,” with ſtaring looks full of impudent 
Confidence ; the Eyes were open, but did not reſemble ſuch as have ſight, 
for the Tunicles ſeem'd to be all of Horn, | guict: | 

They, expedted no myſtical Ceremonies in the Chappel of, Ignorance ; 
however, upon the Wall above the Altar they ſaw ſomething written in odd 
CharaQers, which could hardly be read, becauſe he which-put them 
could hardly write ; only Bextivolio pick'd fo muth 'ſenſe out of the ugly 
ſcrawls, as to underſtand that they had a mind to have /inſcrib'd this 
ſentence. DP ON | 


F Much 
Tomgne, 


TO KNOW NOTHING IS THE SWEETEST LIFE. 


After, a long ſtupid filence, a purblind fellow call'd * Moreſophus 

began to make a_Speech : 'and what ſhould it be, buta Deke M. — o_ 
ſooth) againſt Kzowledy, which he- had ſtuff'd with a great company of 
impertinent words in the praiſe of Agues? He extull'd her Beauty ridi- 
culouſly, but that fools know no difference between Praiſe and Diſpraiſe ; 
L 2 and 
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and in commendation of her Colour, he ſaid, ſhe was not unworthy to Ee 
call d the Queen of darkneſs. He prais'd her Blindneſs, becauſe it was 
perfe& ; her Immovableneſs, becauſe it was ſuch as might vie with that of 
Rocks; and ſaid, for Contentedneſs ſhe excell'd the dead : with much 
more ſtuffe of the ſame ſort, which did not a little pleaſe the Pammelenians, 
who had hired this half-witted fellow with good ſtore of Viduals, and a 
ſwall ſumm of Money (which things he only aim'dat) to make a Speech 
now and thenas a defiance againſt the reſt of Polyghottus, who had ſpoken 
ſomething by way of ſcorn againſt Ignorance, and Moroſophus had repor- 
ted it to the Pammelenians in hopes to getithe foremention'd employment ; 
and it ſiiccecded according to his expedation. For the Pammelenians were 
ſo mad that any body ſhould offer to underſtand better then themſelyes, 
that they entertain'd him on purpoſe to confute and reproach the pride of 
fuch vain boaſters. By this means he was engaged to uſe that little wit he 
had, to prate fooliſhly againſt Knowledg. His words were Oracles among 
the Pammelenians , whom by ſeveral odd devices he had ſoenamour'd with 
Ignorance, that they abhorr'd Wiſdom as a kind of Devilliſh thing. 

Having ended his laviſh Praiſes of Agnea, he continued his Oration 
made in Diſpraiſe of Knowledg, after this manner. *And what is Know- 
* ledg but the Opinion of the Proud ? What are Books but the ſhells of that 
* Opinion ? What are Tongues but Nut-crackers by which the kernel is taken 
© out ? What are the Sciences but Ignorance call'd by a wrongname? What 
tare the Arts but tricks invented by Wit to inſnare the ſimple ? What is 
* Reaſon it ſelf but a meer Trap to catch the Ignorant ? Memory is an un- 
© lucky Table, good for nothing bur to record injuries and ſuch things as 
* are better forgotten. Fancy is but a Spider's wheel, wade to ſpin Cob- 
* webs ; Learning is the vain Jingle of Curioſity ; Academies the fcoliſh 
© effe&s of miſtaken Zeal ; Scholars a lazy ſort of unuſeful people; and 
* the Schools the Nurſeries of their Idleneſs, where the ſpawn of cunning 
© Knavery is brought to maturity. What is Skill inany Myſtery but an un- 
©profitable device got with much trouble and expence of time and money ? 
*Thoſe which they call Wiſe Diſcourſes are only a Rhapſody of affeed 
* Woxds put together to amuſe and gull the Vulgar. O thou moſt hateful 
*Leaming! thou art an Arch-enemy-of Levelling, and the all-defired 
©Equality ! which cannot be had whilſt menof greater Abilities will pre- 
© tend greater Merits, and are choſen into higher places, becauſe they are 
*fitter to ananape them. Burt if men would believe it, able parts are good 
© for nothing but to diſturb the reſt of Mankind ; Greater Underſtandi 
* plapue the World with Diviſion and Controverſies ; the uſe of Diſputa- 
(tion is to unravel the peace of Mankind, and to root up the beſt ſetled 
© Governments. Then he fell into Exclamations brutiſhly loud ; Bur O 
© rofound Ienorance ! the Neſt of Peace ! Thou art the quiet ſleep of the 
*Soul, in which all harwful thoughts ceaſe, Thou art the Nurſe of 
© Self-love, Were it not for thee, Fools would never admire themſelves 


* and others who are fooliſhly like them. Thou art the wholſome Root 
* of Obedience. Princes and States do juſtly extoll thy worth, and are 
© unſpeakably beholding to thy incomparable uſefulnels : neither do they 
* more advarice thy Honour, than ſecure their own Good, when they ba- 
©niſh Learned men out of their dominions, 'or force men from Books by 
©taking away the Eſtates of Students. They are the Obedient Ignoranc 
© who not -underſtanding their own Intereſts, are content only to think of 


« ſmall matters. "They never raiſe any bluſtring winds to mount _ _ 
OD * higher, 


Book LII, Bentivolio and UIranja. 


*higher, becauſe they judg nothing fo ſafe or eafie as to lie, upon the ground. 
*Theſe are content to ſee with other mens eyes, becauſe they have none of 
*their own. Since they cannot contradie the unreaſonable appointments 
of their Governors with better things offered in their room, their blind- 
*neſs makes their Obedience chearful : and though ſometimes a peeviſh fit 
happens to take them, yet it bodes no great hurt, becauſe they do bur 
*imperfeftly underſtand the deſigns of their Superjors, nor can- 

*Out any Ways to oppoſe them, but fiich as the foreſight of wiſe counſel 
*lors hath ſtop'd before hand. 

*Then he applauded the Pammelenian Valour, that is, the Poldneſs of the 
Blind ; and afirm'd all Demofthenes's kindred to be Rhipſaſpides (by which 
*word the people underſtood Conjurers. ) then he laught at Plato for foo- 
*1;ſhly wiſhing, That all Kings were Philoſophers. Then fetching his breath 
the renewed his mode of Exclaiming;But O brave Twrks, the proof of my ob- 
*ſervations: where Knowledg is Treaſon,and Books Rebellion/O wiſe Rome, 
*which knowelt no ſupport like that of an implicit Faith, and acknowledg- 
teſt no Mother of Devotion ſo fruitful as Ignorance, and haſt wiſely pur 
he ſweet babe to Nurſe to blind Obedience ! O the rare Myſteries of true 
*Knowledg, whoſe methods are then moſt applauded, when they introduce 
*the moſt perfe& Ignorance ! O unſpakeable Ignorance, who doſt put ſo much 
Þeholdingneſs upon Knowledg ! Juſtly have we made thee our laſt End, 
*when Wiſdom doth confeſs thee to be ſo great a Means, that ſhe can do 
nothing without thee. | 

- There he ſtopt, being hindred from going further with abrutiſh Hum 
from the Pammelexians, which did fo rayiſh the Aſs, that Hranis and Berg i- 
volio could not but think, that if he ſhould go a few ſteps further, he would 
paſs from a fool intoa Mad-man,/and therefore becken'd to Panaretys to in- 
terrupt him ; which he did in cheſe wards : Peace, peace, vain Talker, who 
*knoweſt no uſe of thy Tonguetbur to make a Beaſt ſpeak. Thou haſt bray'd 
© great-while after fuch a manner as would have put thy (elf and thy Cli- 
*ents to ſufficient ſhame, but that thou art guarded with Impudence, and 
*they with Ignorance. Thou doaſt not know what thou doſt prophane, nar 
'doft care whom thou daſt abuſe. Are not theſe Pammelenians blind enough 
*unlefs thou make them ſuch jincurably?Daſt thou inſult over the miſeries af 
*Fools, and-under pretence of Afſiſtance plunge them deeper into the pit of 
darkneſs? Vain Sophiſter ſthe clouds of falſe cavils rais'd in thy foul brain, 
*2re not able to eclipſe the glory of erue Wiſdom ; neither will thy counter- 
Feit reaſons go currant for an excuſe of reproachful Ignarance. I will diſgel 
*the miſt which thou haſt caſt before theEyes of theſe abus'd people. Doſt 
Qnotthou know that Ignorance is che Blindneſs of the Soul, which for want 
of Knowledg is but a'Lanthorn without a-Candle ? Is the want of Eye-ſight 
© thing to be applauded ? nay, is not an:Ignorant perſon one buried alive? 
<or at the beſt but a breathing Carcaſe ? Ishe not confin'd to a Dungeon dark 
*as Hell ? and when he chanceth .to appearabroad, doth henot aftright pe 0- 
ple with theruſty chains of black.darkneſs.that rattle about him ? Is nor he 
he common ſcoffe of -all beholders, becauſe he wears openly. thediſgrace- 
«ful badge by which Beaſts are known -from:Men? What is Youth if jr 
«miſs the help of ripht Education? ItsImperfe@ion appears inthe uſefulneſs 
<of all after-life. It is an eminent piece of thy Folly, which I muſt needs 
«take notice of, that thou haſt quoted ſeveral things in diſpraiſe of Know- 
«edg, which are its moſt proper Commendations. Amongſt thy other foo]e- 


'ries thou would(t needs ufe-thy Tongue tp :{peak .again{t Languages, a 
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* fall out with Bovks,becauſe they are but the Shells of Knowledg.Who ever 
* faid they were more ? But is it a diſpraiſe toa golden Cabbinet that it is 
* not the Jewel? What if they be but Shells ? do they not include a kernel, 
* which is the food of the moſt worthy part of the World ? Are not thoſe 
" Tongues againſt which thou ſpeakeſt, thoſe honourable Interpreters by 
' which we enjoy the Experien ce and Friendſhip of foreign Nations ? Are 
" not thoſe Pooks which thou undervalueſt the ſacred Repoſitories where 
' the Riches of Wiſdom are ſecured againſt Oblivion? 1 amafraid it is but 
' loſt labour tomention to Thee the Pleaſures of heaven| y Contemplation. 
*Poth not this lengthen the brevity of our ſhort life with the Knowledg of 
; many Ages ? Doth not this help the Reader confin*d at home to trayail a- 
* broad and to enlarge his Mind with the view of other Countries ? Is not the 
"huge Maſs of Divine Knowledg divided into many Books, by that means 
brought unto us from the wany parts of the World in cloven Tongues ? To 
* this I might add, That ſuch as enjoy this Felicity are not more accompliſh'd 
* in their own capacity, than made uſeful to an Univerſal good:ſo that all the 
*Joyes of their private Meditationare not only allowable becauſe they are 
* moſt pure in themſelves,and moſt perfedtive of Human Nature where they 
*are poſſeſs'd ; bur becauſe they terminate themſelves in ſuch produs as are 
* the beſt Welfare of Mankind, if they knew their own Concernments. 

© It is ſcarce worth the while to take notice of thy filly Politicks. What 
is a Common wealth but-an Union of men ſo fram'd as may moſt promote 
* the good of all ? A prudent Aſſociation, by which they may more eaſily 
* enjoy what is communicated to each, and ſecure. their happineſs againſt 


_ *ſuch as growing irregular in their Principles, may offer. diſturbance 
| *from among themſelves, or endeavour by a Foreign Power to ſhake their 


© well-founded Proſperity ? But who ſhall lay the Foundations upon which 
< it is to be built? Shall Fools Compoſe the Rules of their Government? 
© Shall mad-men make Laws? 'or will you truſt them with the Execution of 
*ſuchas are made ? Doth not every one acknowledg that beſides other In- 
$ capacities, there is nothing more Injuſt then a Fool ? Shall ſuch as under- 
© ſtand not their own Intereſt appoint what is fit to be done as to the con- 
© cernments of many thouſands ? A Fool knows not how to behave himſelf 
© towards the variety of humors and mutability of tempers in thoſe which 
tareto be govern'd; and he muſt needs beat an horrible loſs by reaſon 
© of extraordinary accidents which happen frequently in Humane Aﬀeairs. 


* Alas ! filly men are ſo far from being Eligible themſelves that they are 


* not capabte of chuſing others for good Magiſtrates : for though ſome 
© among them are not unfit by a Truſt of the Legiſlative power to perfe& 
« the Laws, of to execute ſuchas are well conſtituted ; yet it isa wonder if 
« the brutiſh Multitude find them out ; or if they do ſtumble uppn them, 


'<yet it is a thouſand toone- but by reaſon of ſome flight fancy they will 
*negle& the moſt apt perſon for an inconſiderable fellow. 


© God hath taken ſuch care of the World, that he hath put it in the power 


'©of Rational Nature to find out ſeveral Arts which do relieve it in many 
© neceſſities : . but weak-headed men, though it may be they will allow 


* ſome Mechanical Arts as tolerable things, becauſe after ſeven years 


« Apprentiſfip, with much ado, they have learn'd ſomething of them, 


© or find by Experience they cannot be well without them ; yer did they 


'*ever Invent any, or add conſiderable Improvement to that which was 
* found out by others ? 


« But fince thou didſt greatly long to make an odious —— * 
| earn 
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*Learn'd men, it is ſtrange thy dark Fancy did not fall upon ſome hanc- 
*fomer accuſations then Cowardiſe and Sedition, which thou haſt pinn'd 
"upon them with very ſlight Arguments. True Valour refuſeth not to ex- 
'poſe it f-lf to hazards in the defence of the common Welfare; and who 
*w11l ſo boldly ſtep between that Jewel and Danger, when it preſents it 
(elf, as ihe Wiſe, who know the incomparable Worth of that for which 
*chey venture themſelves, and have made it an efpecia Article of their 
Creed, That they were born to live and die for the publick Good ? Put 
"the Wo: ld cannct be quiet for them. The Falſhood of this Crimination is 
fevident to thoſe which will but conſider that Ignorance 1s the true ſpring 
of all Diſorder. Dark minds fill'd with Error are like C.ouds big with 
*Thunder ; and when they are Maſters of ſo much Power as to give vent 
*ro their fiery Paſſions, they aſtoniſh the World with the Effes of Rage 
*2nd Cruelty. The truth of this might be inſtanc'd in many deplorable 
*Acions of the mad Multitude. TJgnorance is ſo naturally harmful, that if 
*{uchas are ſtrangers to Wiſdom ſhould doggy good, it were only a great 
*Chance ; for they do with the ſame eager endeavours overthrow Right 
kwith which they ſometimes blindly oppoſe Wrong. They are altog*ther 
*napt to acquieſce in the determination of the beſt Governours, becauſe 
*hey underſtand not theixown Good when it is propounded, and do often 
eareedily catch at the worſt Shadow for the beſt Subſtance, and witha ſuf- 
{ficient dotage beleive things to be true which are moſt falſe, having not 
©bility ro diſtinguiſh Truth from falſhood, if it be but a little mask'd with 
ſpecious pretences. How ſhould they prove otherwiſe than unruly, 
<ferce and diſobedient, whoſe Obſtinacy is not leſſen'd by force of Argu- 
*nent, . which they feel no more then a Stone ? Shall they abſtain from Ir- 
regular aGions whoma low Condition doth continually prompt to rob 
©thers, where furious *elf-will raigns, and,the many-headed Beaſt donbts 
*not to Indempnikie it ſelf for what it doth, by a inultitude of Swords ? But 
prudent Subjed&ts make no ſcruple of giving Obedience, becauſe they know 
ithe ſafety of the World is ſupported with the defence of Laws, and that 
*x1l particular good Intereſts are wrapp'd up in the publick weal, which 
*cannot conſiſt with Mutiny and Rebellion. Wiſe Princes, who know that 
their own and the Peoples Happineſs ſtand upon the ſane Bottom, and 
{hat they are preſerved or deſtroyed together, ſeeing that the weak Mul- 
{itude 1s not able to guide it ſelf, and that they are not able to 
*xrend their ſhort hands to the vaſt compaſs of Aﬀairs; have neceſſarily 
{ought aſſiſtance from the abilities of prudent Miniſters. And as they 
{find their People improv'd in their Underſtandings, (which is a principal 
eperfe&ion Jthey rejoyce both in the Peoples Good, and their own Glory, 


*when they ſee that their Subjeds are men. He is rathera Herdſinan than a + 


*Prince who deſires to raign over Beaſts. Its true, when a King abandons the 
Royal Diadem of Righteouſneſs, and puts on the inglorious Crown of a 
Tyrant , becauſe he means to do that which is diſhonourable* to 
be known, he will endeavour to make his Subjects ignorant ; of which 
© mperfe&tion he makes the ſame nſe that a Thief doth of a Mift : and if 
<his deſigns take, the people, bereav'd of their Liberties and Rights, have 
the ſame Conſolation from their Ignorance that the Traveller hath in the 


{oſs of his Money, when he conſiders that he had not been fo eaſily robb'd 


ur that it was dark. | 
{That fine inſtance of the Tark is but too great a witneſs to this Truth, 
*miſtaken by thee, Dull Soul, who canſt ſee no difference betwixt things 
direaly 
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«<direcy contrary, that is, the Confirmation of an abſolute Monarchy in 

©2 Tyrant, and the Eſtabliſhing of the Peoples welfare under a Juſt Prince, 

©© blefſed Tarks! thrice 'and four times happy in ſuch an Emperour ! 
He hath delivered you from Knowledg, and beſtowed upon you ſtupid 

*Ignorance, beſtial Luſt, and perfect Slavery, and by your own jeip hath 

*nade you utterly at a loſs as to the means of Deliverance, 31d fo in a 

*worſe Condition then his Captives, for theſe are capable of Revenption. 

*And you, heavenly Romans, have done well, Chave you not ?) to bui!d 

*he Heights of Faith upon the ruins of Knowledg. O ſhameful abuſe of” 
Truth, where men moſt piouſly believe they know not what, and ſome- 

{times profeſs that which they know to be Falſe ! O ſtupid Obedience, 

*which knoweſt no reaſon but Slavery for that which thou doſlt eagerly 

*erform! Thou, Holy Tyrant, who from thy high Throne Iookelt 

<Jown ſo diſdainfully upon all petty Robbers, take to thy ſelf the glorious 

(Title of Supreaw UHſurper, ſince thou haſt invaded and deſtroyed the 
Liberty of Souls. _ 

Here Panaretus madea pauſe, having gone ſo far, not that what Moro- 
ſephus had ſaid deſerv'd ſo much anſiver, but to correſpond with his own 
deſires to undeceive the Pammelexians, who not only feriſh'd themſelves 
for want of Knowledg, but were very forward to deſtroy ſuch as had the 
imputation of it. Moreſophvs gnaw'd with the guilt of his wicked under- 
taking, went to Panaretus, and whiſpering in his ear, ſaid, he confeſs'd 
the truth of what Paxaretus had diſcours'd, and the wickedneſs of his own 
Speech which he made againſt his Conſcience, and defired Panaretus to 
appoint him any method of Repentance for his Folly, except the diſgrace- 
ful recanting of his words before the Pammelznians, whom he was fain 
to pleaſe, being compell'd for want of bread to ſpeak abſurdly : he beg'd 
leave alſo to paſs from that forlorn place under the guard of their Com- 
pany. Paxaretus having obſerv'd with what Hypocrifie his ſin was com- 
pounded, and being not yet affured of his change, rejeged his motion 
with this Reply ; No, baſe Fellow, remain in Darknefs ſince thou hateſt the 
Light, let thy portion be with ſuch as love Falſhood, who couldſt ſel! 
Truth for a piece of bread. As Panaretus had ended his words, an Officer, 

* 7 balf-wit- that had attended to what had paſt, arreſted * eMoroſophus, and carried 

ned Men. him away to anſwer ſeveral things laid to his charge by one call'd * Augo- 

ye. ood catacritws, in the great Court of Polyglottus, It was reported afterwards 
that his puniſhment was, that heſhould never be truſted with the keeping 
of any Publick Library, leſt, when he wanted money, he ſhould be brib*d 
to burn the Books. 

The noble Travellers not intreated ſo much as by way of Ceremony to 

Imagey. ſtay any longer, haſten'd towards Iconimm: and they were no ſooner 
enterd within the firſt borders of their Precin&, but they perceived a 

. * Carnal; diſtontented fellow, whoſe name was * Cataſarkns, to come forth of a dark 
Hole, which he had made his Lodging in the Rubbiſh of anold Temple, 

* The _ formerly call'd* Sk:iawellsſes, which by report inancient times was the moſt 
> 4 "* magnificent Edifice in the World. His Habit was ſomething ſtrange : he 
: had a great piece of a broken Yoke about his Neck, which wasguilded, bur 
extreamly heavy ; yet the old Fool did ſo dote upon it, that he would 

often turn about his neck and kiſs it as he went along, He was cloth'd 

with a long Garment, and about the Borders of it he had faſtned great 

Fringes with blew Ribbands ; upon his Forehead and the wriſt of his lefc 


Arm hehad tied broad Scrolls of Parchment which were fill'd with Hebrew 
Sentences 
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centences:he intending a fignification of no ſwa'l Sandity by theſe Myltical 
Ornaments. He made a daily Lamentation for the deſtru&ion of Skiamet- 
Injes, though 1t happened above a thouſand years before he was.born ; 
but having heard preat Stories of it, among other things he was made to 
believe that it ſhould be reſtor*d again to its ancient Glory:and as he was go- 
ing to pay one Of his ordinary Viſts to the Sea-Coaſt, he was met by a Gen- 
tleman which ſeem'd to ke made up of Gravity and Sweetneſs, his name 
was * Euprepes, and he accoſted Cataſarks after this manner ; Sir, I have , , FEREE 
obſerv'd trouble in your face, and have often taken notice of thoſe walks perſon,one who 
which you have made upon the Sea-ſhore with ſuch expecation as one way obſeryes a de- 
perceive in thoſe who have friends abroad, when they think that the time **"" 
of their return approacheth. Tt 1s fo, ſaid Cataſarks ; tor I earneſtly ex. 
pe& the coming of a great Prince, who, as lam inform'd, will ere long 
land here to rebuild the now deſolate Skiamelluſes. 

Alas, poor man / ſaid Exprepes; you are fed with vain hopes : It ſeems 
you have but few Correſpondents abroad, or at leaſt they furniſh you 
with very imperfect Intelligence. The Ship which you look-for was caſt 
away long fince upona Rock which 1s inthe borders of the Faſt-ſea, call'd 
* Staurns : but the Prince whom you mention'd, a good while before that * the Craſe of 
Accident happen'd, foretold ( for he wasa prophet too ) that Skiamellue o 
ſes ſhou!d never be built again, and gave his Friends the Model of another 
ſort of Temple in ſome few things reſembling that , but contriv'd with far 
greater Skill z not ſo gliſtering outwardly, but much more rich, a great 
deal larger, and of better and more laſting Materials, of which this was 
but a Shadow ; and charg'd them never to attempt the reparation of this 
waſte Strucure, At theſe words Cataſarkus went away ina very great dif- 
content without replying the leaſt word. 

Hrania, who with her Companions' heard the diſcourſe, demanded of 
Euprepes further information concerning Cataſarkus, and in particular 
whether he was not one of extraordinary Piety, fince he had ſo much De- 
votion towards the remembrance of a ruin'd Temple. No, ſaid Eaprepes ; 
for though he ſeem wonderful Religious by his garb which you have x we 
and though he never look'd-up all the. while he talk*'d with me, as you 
could not but take notice, and wears that Mortar-hat upon his head, pre- 
tending by that means to keep his eyes from being polluted with the ſighr 
of this wicked World ; yet I have enquir'd into him among his neigh- 
bours, and do underſtand by them that he is no ſuch holy perſon as he 
would be eſteem'd ; and that he doth more dote upon that old Temple; 
than love the God who once dwelt init : and that he doth more talk of 
ancient times, than do any preſent ſervice to his God, though he lives for 
ever. He loves none of his Neighbours, though he is beholden to them 
all. He hath liveda great while in many places where he hath no right ; 
only the Natives of mere humanity, do not turn him out of the Country, 
becauſe he hath none of his own to retire to : and yer the chiefeſt uſe which 
the ingratefu] feilow makes of their courteſie 1s to cheat them 3 which he 
can more eaſily do, being of a ſingular Craft. He hath inhis Cell an Iron 
Cheſt full of Money, which he attends day and night as watchfully as e- 
ver the Dragon did the Golden Fleece. They fay, his Heart is'as hard as 
the metal of which his Coffer is made ; and that he ever ſhows his cruelty, 
when he hath any opportunity to make anadvantage of it. 

Euprepes being loath to rroub!e them with any longer diſcovery of ſuch 
an auſtere piece of Wickedneſs, left off his talk : and as they went along, 

M they 
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they came to the Ruins of an other Temple, but leſs famons than the 
former ; and having * Eaprepes for an Interpreter, Bextivolioask'd him what 
it vas. This Tewple, faith Enprepes call'd Þ Pantheon, was formerly 
the Seat of an old fooliſh King call'd « Polytheus, who took upon him a 
ſtrange power of making as many Gods as he pleas'd ; and ſuch as he fan- 
cied woſt he worſhipp'd, and conſignd the reſt to his neighbours. 
Though this Temple was not <qual ro the former ; yet it was of great note 
in times paſt for brave Images ( which ſome ſaid were abſurd piGures of 
things that cannot be reſembled ) for ſplendid Altars, crown'd Sacrifices, 
Bulls with guilt Horns , and ſuch like things. But the worſhip being ſtu- 
pid Idolatry, and the Worſhippers as very Eeaſts as thoſe which they 
offer'd, having ſtood too long to evil purpoſes, at laſt a young Child ap- 
pear'd f. ow Heaven, and ſtruck it down with his hand. The ruin'd parts 
were ſuddenly diſſipated with a dreadful Thunder, which ſtruck ſuch a- 
mazement and horror upon the beholders, that no body durſt ever ſince 
attempt to put them together again. 

They made no long [tay here ; and as they paſs'd on, a few ſteps brought 
them in view of a pile of magnificent buildings, whoſe chief Glory was a 
ſtately Church call'd * Exoſemnon, rais'd high with lofty Towers, which 


 gliſter'd with that ſort of Braſs of which they make tinkling Cymbals: 


but it ſeem'd to ſtand totteringly upon a pitiful Foundation ; for it was 
built upon Sand, and ſupported on each fide with worm-eaten poſts. 
It was adorn'd with fair Windows; but when they were within, they 
perceiv'd the Light was much obſtruded by a difficult paſſage through 
thick glaſs. This was much help'd by the conſtant flamesof great Tapers 
which were ſuppoſed to be lighted for that end, or elſe to burn day-light, 
for the Sun had been up many hours, and ſhone with that vigorous 
brightneſs that no Cloud had power to appear. The Walls were cloth'd 
with rich Arras, wherein Gold and Silver, of ſmall value notwithſtanding 
the worth of their Matter, were fain to ſtrive with Silk for the pre-emi- 
nence of curious Workmanſhip. , The fides of the Church were to 
thick ſet with Pictures, that it ſeem'd to be made in imitation of Plato's 
Den, where one could ſee nothing but ſhadows. But they were proper 
Ornaments in ſuch a place, where Religion conſiſted ſo nuch in paint, 
that many took the Church for a handſome Tomb where Piety lay glori- 
ouſly interr'd, - 

Their covetous neighbours of * Keyopiftis deſired not to have Religion 
dreſs'd, becauſe they would not be at the coſt of Garments ; only ſome 
who were loathto let her go quite naked, had got ſome fluttiſh clothes 
and put themon ſo ill-favouredly, that her friends were aſham'd to ſee her 
appear publickly in ſuch an ugly diſguiſe. As ſhe ſtepr into this Temple 
one day to give them a Vifit, the Exofemmiens beſtowed a more becoming 
dreſs upon her, by which ſhe was knowna good while after : but when 
ſome of her diſcreeter friends were dead, others out of a fooliſh diſlike of 
what was well appointed, would needs undertake to adorn her after a 
new faſhion ; but they put on ſo many odd pieces of gaudy attire, that 
the people after a little time began to think that ſhe was nothing but 
Clothes. ' 
| As they took notice of divers Fancies, their Eyes were call'd off by the 
ſtately entrance of a great Perſon, whoſe head was invelloped with three 
Crowns, which were put on partly as Enſigns of Power, partly of 


Ambition: Two Circles of the Triple Ornament ſignified what he had 
gotten. 
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gotten, and the Third what he deſired to add to the other two ; for ha- 
ving no juſt Right to the Ecleſialtical or Civil Powers which he had uſur= 
ped, he was attempting a new-found Authority over them both. His 
Officers had their names from the four quarters of the Wor'd, where they 
were to execute the commands of his unlimited Soveraignty. His Veſt- 
ment was adorn'd with variety of rich Co:ours, and look'd as Gold doth 


when it is mix'd with Snow. His Gate was majelſtick ; his attendants 


ſuch as follow the triumphant Chariois of Conquerors. He wasno ſooner 
ſate down ina Princely Chair which was ready for him, but the prieſt be: 
gan to murmur over ſoine Prayers, which for ought the peop'e knew 
were made to him, for they were in an unknown tongue. Afterward 
ſome ſhrill-:chroated fellows began to fing; and though wany of them 
blended their voices together, yet the matter was ſo order'd, that if 
Religion had conſilled in Sounds, this had been perfectly acceptable ; for 
it was impoſſible to find any fault with the noiſe, it was ſo harmoni- 
OUS. 

It was ſome trouble to Beptivolio and his friends that they could not 
underſtand the meaning of their Devotions ; however, they comforted 
themſelves, becauſe they gueſs'd at it asnear as the dull multitude of ſta- 
ring people, who gap'das if they hearkn'd with their mouths, whilſt a 
waggiſh fellow that went up and down with a Spunge flung water into 
them. 

After a while they began a Collation; and having given the people 
ſome Bread, it was expeded that they ſhould have Drunk too : and there 
was Wine good ſtore, but it ſeems the Officers drank-it all up themſelves. 
Sure, quoth WHrania, they are very uncivil to make a Feaſt, and give 
their Gueſts rio drink. No, ſaid Ezprepes; for, for half of this old Sacra- 
ment which they take from them, they have given them Five more new 
ones. As they were talking, atall man which ſtood by the Altar took 
upa great bundle of little papers, which the Ignorant call'd Indulgences ; 
and whilſt they threw them among the people, it ſeem'd to be juſt like 
the imployment of idle boyes, who cut their paper into uſeleſs ſhreds, and 
throw them out of their Windows, that they may ſee them blown up anal 
down by the Wind. Urania ſeeing ſome words written upon them, took 
one of them up, and read the Inſcription,which was, LEAFE TO 
SIN. Good Lord, quoth Panaretnus, how ſinall a Beniſon contents theſe 
people ! They think themſelves happy becauſe they have licence to indo 
themſelves. In their Devotions they made uſe of ſtrange Ceremonies 
which they had invented to the great diſturbance of Divine Worſhip, and 
multiplyed to an exceſſive number, not being content with a few decent 
Rites which were us'd of old, and are alwayes profitable, becauſe they 
naturally expreſs an humble Religion. | 

As they were going away, being ſufficiently tired with b&holding fb 
many impertinent Follies, they ſaw a Woman kneeling very devoutly 


before an old Shrine, and there making a prayer to one dead man for an o- 


ther. I wonder, quoth Bertivolio, at the ſtupidity of her Faith : hows- 
ever ſhe keeps ſome decorum in her ſenſleſs addreſs, in that ſhe int- 
plores aſſiſtance from one that cannot hear her, for an other that is paſt 

help. 
hs they were come without the Church-dore, and had agreed to re- 
tire home, they were invited to ſee ſome private Receffes which belong- 
ed to the Church, by divers orders of Ghoſtly people, whoſt ho!ihefs 
M 2 conſiſts 
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conſiſts in the name .of their Founder-Saint, and vLo excell cne ancther 
in goodneſs by reaſon of a different Eabit, or int} at it is tied ak our them 
with a Girdle of a more mortified co.our, their chicf oftce is to licenci- 
ate Hypocriſie, and to wake void the Jarger of a f{:1;ful life : for they 
have agreed upon a way that permits rone to go tv Hel: tut Coor ſinners, 
or the covetous Rich who would fin for nothing ; tle firſt mrſt go becauſe 
they cannot, and the other kecauſe they will not pay others to ſufter for 
them. The reſt are out of danger ; let their life Ee what it will, they 
will inſure their ſalvation after t}ey are dead, by burying them in a Monks 
Habit, which without Coubt is utterly incapable of Tawnation., They 
have concluded alſo, That thoſe deſire to te damred who will not be fo 
eaſily ſaved. Theſe do rever ſcruple their own Holineſs, by which 
they ſave others aiſo that are wicked, Eecauſe they are like the Apoſtles, 
whom they da ſuff ciently reſewb:e, thovgh they be never ſo Ignorant ard 
Wicked, becauſe they are Pcor : and t}ey are wenderfully poor, and free 
from Covetouſneſs too, Eecauſe they receive no money Except it be pri» 
vately. . 

They have hallowed the Luſts of rhe ſſh ; for by their lawful enjoy- 
ment of Sin, they have altered Foly Marriage intoa ſandified fort of 
Fornication ; the very Stews having ceas'd to be prophane, ſince his 
Holineſs tath condeſcended to receive the wages of Uncleanneſs. They 
have invented a comfortable fort of Faſting ; it goes for Abſtinence with 
them, to eat an other ſort of meat then they do ordinarily, though that 
be as pleaiant and more nouriſhing. And when they are pinch'd with this 
new kind of Hunger, they ſay their prayers by cozens; and if they run 
over their Beads the ſecond time, they do ſo over-rate the foplery, that 
they wake no doubt but they. have merited Heaven, not only for them- 
ſelyes, as Wicked as they are, bnt for others too which are lazy, or 
which cannot be at ſo much leiſure as to Co any thing for their own Salva» 
tion. 
There were infinite heaps of ſacred Reliques ; but after they had ſhew'd 
the Box wherein Judas his Kiſs was inclos'd, and the Cofftins of Ananias 
and Sapphira,with ſome other diſgraceful Rewains, Urania would ſee no 
more. 

They were no ſooner come into the Church-yard, but they were ac- 
coſted witha moſt lamentable SpeQacle ; for they ſaw the fair Lady a Eq- 
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b Pure ferpli- (ebia with her truſty Companion Þ Akeres, driven violently out of the 


Church. One might well perceive how miſerably they had been us'd: for 
their Hair was torn, and the blows which they had received left ſufficient 
marks upon their skin to witneſs the cruelty of thoſe which gave them. 
Alas ! Madam, ſaid Urania, how came this miſhap ? By the: walice of the 
Exoſemniens, replied Enſebia, who have ſeiz'd wy houſe, and made the 


holy Sanduary a den of theeves. This keauriful Temple was once fill'd 


with holy Prayers and thankful Hymns, which men free from guile ſung 
continually in praiſe of the Redeemer of the World. Then Religion 
flouriſhed, being rooted in ſincerity and watered conſtantly with heaven-- 
ly dews of Divine Benedicion: and though Codlineſs wanted thoſe 
ſplendid Accoutrements with which theſe Hypocrites have now endea- 
voured to adorn it, it was its own Glory, and commanded the love of 
all beholders with the -power of its native Luſtres, But now, alas ! how 
wan doth it look, notwithſtanding they have us'd all forts of paint to ſup- 
ply its defects? It is defac'd with Hypocrifie, which how hard a matter it 
Is 
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is to concea!, is but too apparent, when all the colours which they have = 
lay'd ſo chick upon it will not ſerve therurn. How many Footerics and 
Lies muſt be put together to ſupply the want ot Flain-heartedneſs, which 
when all is done cannot efi=& it? What ſcorns coth Truth ſufier when 
ſhe ſees her ſelf baſely repreſented upon a ridiculous ſtage by theſe Wick- 
ed Hypocrites? Ah poor Sireplicity ! what Wounds have ] received for 
thy ſake ? Bur I take them with Joy, when I conſider how oft thon haſt 
ſaved wy life : and I know wy life doth ſo depend upon thy welfare, 
that I cannot out-live thy death for the ſpace of a Minute. - Thou art the 
Joy of my life and the Comfort of my <ufterings ; and though [ am dt 
ſtreſſed, yet I will ever rejoyce, fince I am not ſeparate from thy compa- 
ny, my dear * Akerea, Let them pleaſe themſelves with the empty Ca- # Sincerity, 
Linets of Truth which they have rob'd from me ; Ihave enough in thee; 
iy Jewel Akerea. 
Madam, ſaid Hraenia, your Aﬀiction 15 ſo unjult, that wethinks it is caſie 
to make thoſe which have 1impos'd it upon you ſenſible of the greatneſs of 
their Sin, Will you accept of my Brother's aſſiſtance to p!cad your cauſe, 
who, though Fe is not permitted touſe his Sword in this place, may per- 
adventure by worthy Argument make them relent ? Never hope for that ; 
Madam, ſaid * Ewxſebia, they are too much harden'd; nothing can make » Piet). 
them relent but Thunderbolts. There is reaſon enough why they ſhould 
repent; but they will but loſe their labour who ſhall attempt their Conver- 
ſion. They have ſtop'd up the way ro Righteouſneſs with Worldly Inte- 
reſt, and have rendred a Reformation impoſſible by making it a dawnable 
ſin but to talk of it. If they ſhould pretend to admit youtoa liberty of diſ- 
* courſe, you will find but ſmall effed& of your diſputation; for propound 
what Argument you will, they have an Univerſal Diſtinion, call'd * Dit , , ua, we 
mus Romphea, much akin to that ſharp tool with which Alexander diſſoly'd $wes. 
the Gord:an Knot ; and though they apply it barbarouſly, yet it will ſpoil 
the beſt argument. And it is to as little purpoſe to anſwer any Diſputants 
of theirs : for the laſt Oppoxert is ſtill a Butcher,who, inſtead of Syllogiſms is 
arm'd with an Ax. It is not ſafe for you to ſtay here, where Religion is pro- 
pagated with Subtlety and Violence, becauſe they have no confidence of 
ſucceſs from Truth or Charity. Since they ſaw ſoine diſlike in your. faces at 
your departure, it is probable they will inquire af;er you, and if they 
once lay hold of you , they will force you to ſtay longer than you defire 
in this wretched place. Upon this ſeaſonable advice they made haſte out 
of Iconium, and Evuſebia underſtanding what was their purpoſe in * Pſes- * Falſe inſpirs- 
denthea, went along with them : but Eaprepes took his leaye of them, for *** 
having been there formerly, he had obſerv'd ſuch unbeſceming carriages 
among them, that he reſolv'd never to come there again, *', | 
They were no ſooner entred into Pſeudenthea, but they ſaw all the in- 
habitants flocking together, like a company of Wild-Geeſe; towards a 
broad place in the widdle of their Pariſh : and as they drew nearer, 
they perceiv'd a Stage rais'd pretty high, much after the manner of that 
which Mountebanks do uſe, and Three Men walk'd upon it in ſuch a ſort as 
if they had deſign'd a ſtrife which of them ſhould moſt expreſs to the life 
the poſtures of Mad-men. They acted their parts not unhandſomely : for 
beſides ſtaring eyes and mpuths all foaming with froth, they had all the An- 6 mad Pre» 
tick geſtures of brain-ſick perſons. Their names, as the people ſaid, were 4 = Exercifs, 
a Mantimanes, Þ F.xorcifta, and © Panſtreblus. They werea'l Mutes, till one <0 altogether 
d Cacodemon inthe habit of an of4 Prophes commanded them to ſpeak. - yay 
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The fir(t that began to a& was Mantimanes, who was much diftu bd with 
an excream heat of his Brains, and he pull'd our of his pocket an Alwanack 
which was ſcribled over with divers Horoſcopes and other Aſtrological 
figures ; ſome of them he pretended to be the fates of Kingdoms, others 
were ſo particular that by them he could wake the people underitand eve- 
ry thing that had or ſhould befal them from their Nativicy to their Death: | 
this they did confidently believe, though they knew not why-. After this 

he ſhew'd tKem divers Looking-glafſes, in which he ſaid, they might ſee 

what was become of their Friends in the moſt remote parts of the Wor!d); 

that young Women might plainly diſcern the Complection and Stature of 

the Husbands which they were to have, with wany ſuch things. Then 

* Awdndring calling ſuddenly to his wan * Planaſter,to open the little Window of the 
far. ' Retiring-room upon the back of the Stage, a little Dove flew out, and fit- 
ting upon his ſhoulder put her Bill in his Ear, whilſt he pretended to liſten 

to her with much Devotion. After the Dove return d, Planaſter open'd the 

* 4 mad Pre. JO and let out a white Doe, which * Mantimanes had kept tame a good 
pher, while privately in his houſe, and aftirm'd to the credu!ous vulgar, blinded 
with ſuperſtition, that it was a Meſſenger ſent from God. He receiv'd a Let- 
ter out of her mouth, which Planaſter put in, and having diſmiſs'd her, he 
open'd the Letter ; and having read it to himſelf withall humble Reve- 
rence, he acquainted the people that he had obtain'd the favour of God to 
know many ſtrange things, which were to be kept ſecrer at preſent, but 
which he would reveal in due time ; and that in the mean while he was to 
propheſie deſtru&ion to the World, unleſs they did ſpeedily repent. Exor- 
ria had now been awake a pretty while, and ſuſpedting by the Prologue 
which ke had heard that a long ſpeech was to follow, which would both 
take up his time, and for ought he knew either rob him of the Audience or 
indiſpoſe thewto attend his pranks, to prevent the worſt, he began to 
quarrel with Mantimanes, and after ſome words wutter'd again, * Exorci- 
commanded him filence with ſuch a thundring voice, that he durſt not 
but obey the force of his terrible Chatm. Exorciſta, not doubting but he 
ſhould gait with the fickle Yulgar what re putation he could make the other 
loſe, accoſted Mayrimanes in very rough language, beginning after this 
manner ; Thou ſcorn of Inſpiration, Thou worm-eaten Vizard of Pro- 
pheſie, Thou old rotten Tripos, Thou Jlaughing-ſtock cf wanton ſpirits 
who art more Fool than Prophet, but much more Knave then Foo!. Thou 
baſe Jugler, doſt thou pretend to tell others their Fortunes, having no 
other way left ro mend thy own ? Thou Beggarly Cheater, who haſt not 
ſo mich as the poſſeſſion of a Cottage on earth, doſt thou make theſe 
people believe that tho! haſt the priviledg to know their concernments 
in the Fabulous houſes of thy Aſtrological Heavens, having no other 
deſign bur to get a little money ? Did not you prophefie that the World 
ſhould ehd five years agon, and made the frighted people ſorſake their 
Houſes and climb up into Trees, te ſee how all things would come to 
their faral Period, juſt as the old World did, when the Deluge threat- 
ned them after an other manner ? Was not it your Brother that a good 
while ſince us'd to foretel the deaths of ſuch great men as diſcover'd his 
knavery and obſtruged his deſigns, and when they had almoſt out-lived 
the prefixed time, was fain to kill them hiwſelf, with the help of ſome Aſſaſ(- 
finates,tomake his word good? Did not you ſome years ſmce to theſe very 
people which hearken to your follies affirm that you could diſcern be- 
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black ſheep from the white ones ? and that you ſaw invitible Characters of 
Predeſtination upon the heads of the Ele, and the Reprobates encom- 
paſs'd with black marks of Damnation ? Do you not ſtill condewn ſuch 
a3 you do not like for Sinners, that ſo they may be guilty of the muſeries 
with which you threaten them ? Rather than your Propheſies ſhou:d fail, 
who muſt be the Executioners of- your Wrath but your ſelves? Do not 
youu make a wiſe improvement of doing Juſtice, to ſend thoſe to Hell 
whom you judg worthy to go. thither, that you way quietly enjoy their 
Rooms onearth when they are gone? Go down, leaſt the People having 
heard of your wadneſs ſend you to Bedlam. Hold your peace and be 
gone, leaſt I encompaſs you in a Circle of this Holy Wand, and conjure 
out of you that Ent uſtaſtical Spirit which makes you ſy» prophetically 
mad. 

Upon theſe words * Mantimanes tore off his clothes, lept off the Stage, 
and ran ſtark naked through the affrighted nm!titude, preaching damnati- 
on toall, good and bad, except ſuch as would follow him : which two or 
three filly Wemen, quaking for fear, were obſerv'd to do. 

Mantimanes being hiſs'd oft the Stage, they rais'd their expeditions of 
ſome wonderful watters from Exo:ciſta; though they had little reaſon, for 
hedid only counterfeit a Conjurer, and was ſomething more gravely mad 
than Mantimanes. He unwilling to loſe ſuch a fit opportunity, began his 
part thus ; It is no wonder, Good people, that yon” Fellow carried himſelf 
ſo ridiculouſly ; I have ſeen many enraged after the ſame manner with a 
Prophetical worm crept into their diſtemper'd Brains: and ſome have be 
lieved themſelves to be Chriſt, and ſome the Holy Ghoſt, and ſome the May in 
the Moon , and ſome the Buſh upor his back, and thatthe Man in the Moon 
was going to ſer it on fire to burn the Earth ; of which ſome, no fools 
neither, were much afraid. But leaving theſe idle Dreams, I will ſhow you 
a Rarity, which you will ſay 1s a ſtrange truth, a Woman poſſeſs'd with a 
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Devil call'd a Engaſtrimuthus ; the Womans name is® Hyſterice. Now the * One thas 
truth is, the Woman had poſſeſs'd her ſelf, if one might ſay ſo, and the De- ſpas out of 


vil was only a eMormo, repreſented by a cunning quean, inſtructed how to 
a& both the Devils part and her own ; and having that diſeaſe which di- 
ſturbs women by reaſon of ſtrange ſuffocations, ſhe made uſe of the mad 
noiſe of Vapours and Wind in her body to perſwade people to think that 
the Devil was in her, and that ſhe had very great Conflicts all the while the 

Fit laſted with an Evil Spirit. | 
The diſeaſe with whichſhewas troubled,call'd the Hyſterical Paſſion, was 
very applicable to his deſign,both as having Periodical Fits,and becauſe the 
noble parts being afteGed with the diſtemper, it was accompanied with diſ- 
aſtrous ſymptoms dangerous to the ſick perſon and frightful to the Behold- 
ers: For the Heart being fill'd with too greata plenty of thin blood, 
which it cannot diſcharge by oft-repeated pulſes, and the Lungs over- 
charg'd with flatulent Spirits, by which they are diſabled as to their Pro= 
per motion, and thereby deprived of the benefit of freſh air ; there muſt 
needs follow a ſuffocation of the Vital Spirits, which will ſoon reveal it ſelf 
in dreadful effects throughout the whole body ; as Difficu!ty of breathing, 
Palpitation of the Heart, Intermiſſion of the Pulſe, Invaſion ofthe Brain by 
turbulent ſpirits, Elevation of the Hypochondries, which are forc'd to rife 
againſt the Diaphragma, which by endeavouring to make way for the 
ſtreightned Lungs dothuncivilly preſs upon its neighbours,and breeds an 
inward diſturbance, attended with a great noiſe 'of windy yapous in the 
Bowels, 
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towels, wild appearances of the whites of the eyes, ceep groaus, foaming 
4t the mouth, and Convulſive fits appearing dilwally in teveial parts of 
the tody by ſuch diſtorted contractions of the Fibres, that endanger'd- 
Nature ſeems to ſolliciteall her powers to writhe her ſelf out of her Op- 
prefſor's hands. 

Whilſt theſe things happen'd to Hyſterica, the Conjurer, knowing what 
wonld preſently follow, ſaid nothing ; only ſeemd to be amaz'd at the 
Devils Operations. The Ignorant people were amaz'd indeed, and conclu- 
ding Engaftrimuthus to be a cruel Spirit, molt of them, eſpecially the Wo- 
men, curs'd him in their hearts. But at laſt the flatulent ſpirits being diſſi- 
pated by the power of Natural heat, and the oppreſſive quantity of blood 
lefſen'd by the tranſpiration of the more ſubtile particles, the Woman re- 
turn'd to her ſelf,and began to aG& her part,which ſhe had well learn'd,after 
this manner : © Iam, ſaid ſhe, by Profeſſion a Witch, and have at this time 
«* the Apocalyptical Beaſt in my belly, and I perceive by his ſuggeſtions that 
<he 1s an Heretical ſpirit, for he ſaith, That the Pope is Antichriſt? and 
© that Antichriſt was begor by an Incubus, and that the ſynagogue of 
©Witches was his Mother ; and that any way perceive him to be Antichriſt 
©by his great Mouth, rough hair and crooked tallons; and that he is an 
© Enemy to Chriſtian Religion and a blaſphemer of Chriſt, whom though 
© hedoth profeſſe in Publick , yet he adores Lucifer privately ; and that he 
© doth meet ſometimes in their Conventicles, and worſhip him in the form 
© of a Goat, for which reaſon Beelzebab had lent him divers of his Imps to 
< ſeduce the nations from true Piety, and to' deſtroy Charity from amongſt 
© men, intending by that means to pull up Chriſtian Religion by the 
Roots; and for this,he was immediately aſſiſted by the Spirit of Lucifer. 
© Theſe things, quoth ſhe, I know to be true, for I was often at that Con- 
© yenticle of Devils, and have the marks of the Beaſt in my hand and fore- 
© head and other parts of my body. I wy ſelf by the help of * Aſmodens 
© made a Powder of the aſhes of burnt Goats, which would tempt the very 
«© Nuns to Luſt ;and infli ſuch a melancholick impatience upon the Mopks, 
« that they would repent of their Vows, and ſwear that they were 11] made 


-<and worſe kept. It hada faculty to wake ſuch as ſinelt it to deſpair,and 
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©to confefſe their ſins by halves, and C which is worſe )to doubt that 


« their Confeſſor had not authority to abſolve them. It forc'd them alſo, 


«to believe themſelves holy, though they committed all the ſins of the 
© diabolical Synagogue ; and wade them deſpiſe the pleaſtres of Paradiſe 
« for a voluptuous life 3 and made them conceive Hel: to be only ſuch 
© meetings as ſhe had been at, which did ſo content her, that ſhe often 
<wiſh'd herſelf tranſported intoa She-Devil. She ſaid further , that 9 
«affront Antichriſt, they took his Triple Crown, and the Exorciſts 
«Cowle, and put one upon the head of Beelzebub, and the other 
© upon Aſmodeus, and ſaid, Tow are worthy of this Honour. She told them 
« beſides this, that in their frolicks, Aſmodeus feign'd himſelf ſick, and Le- 
«viathan play'd the Phyſitian, and made an ointment which ſhe admini- 
« ſtred,that they might make a ſport of Extreem Union. And one Night 
©I remember. — 

But when ſhe was come ſo far, * Exorciſta began to be in a ſacred rage, 
and commanded her filence with ſuch a ſhrill voice that it frighted the De- 
vil. Having a Baſon of water by him, he took out of his pocket a great pa- 
per of Salt, made up in the form of a Croſs, and baptiz'd it three times in 
the Water ; which he affirm'd to be thenceforth of that ſoveraign virtue, 
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that it was an Univerſal medicine for Soul and Fody , and had this parti- 
cular quality, that it would caſt out any Devil, if he wasadjuted by ir, in 
regard that it did cleanſe the Soul , ſo that the Devil could not abide the 
Body ; and ſaid, it was mortal Poyſon to any Apoltate ſpirit. Having be- 
ſprinkl'd her and the Company fo plentifuily that they were all pretty well 
pickl'd, he cryed out with an aſtoniſhing noiſe, Come out , thou barking 
Dag ; ceaſe this helliſh noiſe : In deſpight of Lucifer, Beelzeub, Aſtaroth, 
Leviathan, and all the combination of Devils, 1 command thee to leave 
this holy Manſion, which is conſecrated with the Beneaidtion of baptiz'd 
Salt : (and then he croſs'd himſelf ) come ont Cerbervs,leave grinning, thou 
falſe Curr ; 1 conjure thee, O Dog of Hell, to come out and go to thy ken- 
nel ; Icommand thee again, and charge thee to leave her Body and Soul for e+ 
Vermore. 

This ſign being given, with great ſhow of Unwil:ingneſs the Spirit went 
out obediently, that is to ſay, the Woinan ceas'd to ad the Devils part any 
longer, the Fit being ended which ſhe was loth to begin again. Fut ſome 
knowing perſons which were preſent wereakhnoſt ſplic with laughing to ſee 
how gravely Exorciſtaated the Conjurer, and how pitifully the ſimple 
Vulgar reſented the Morms's caſe. 

Exorciſta being gone, * Payſtreblustook his turn, and pretending to be 
awaken'd out of his ſleep with frights, he began after a ranting manner to 
diſcourſe of ſtrange Viſions which were brought to him by the Miniſtry of 
Heavenly Spirits, and related the names of divers Apgels that ralk'd with 
him in his ſleep ; though his Viſions were only ſick Dreams which had delu- 
ded his Fancy. Eo Children led by the ſtrength of Imagination ſee the forms 
of all things in the Clouds, ſometimes Men, ſometimes Lions ; and as the 
Vapours are differently modified by ſeveral circumrotations of the Air, ſeem 
toſee ſtrange ſhapes of things and wonderful actions. So mad-men relate 
uncouth things, which had no Original but the Dyſcraſie of their own Brains; 
and ſick people in the heights of. diſtemper , not without great ſelf- 
admiration, talk things which trouble their ſober attendants, and of which 
they are aſhamed when they come to themſelves. 

This Diſtemper was not ſuch an unblameable Infirmity, nor accom- 
panied with any plainneſs ; for he accommodated all the extravagans 
cies of his Fancy to ſuch Principles as he had entertain'd in his foul! 
breaſt, which was polluted with the worſt of Crimes, Pride and 
Luſt. 

The firſt thing of which hemade mention was a Commiſſion from God,in 
which he was authoriz'd to be the Reformer of the degenerate world; (which 
really ſtood-in as much need of Reformation as there was little hope that ſuch 
an Inſtrument ſhould evereſied it,) and that when it was made better ac- 
cording to'thoſe excellent Laws which he had receiv'd to be the Pattern of 
its amendment, he was to rule over it as Univerſal King, and promis'd great 


felicities-to thoſe humble fools which ſhould lend their help to place him ih 


his Throne. 

After this he began to declare ſome parts of his Viſion, which was whol- 
ly fram'd ina ſubſerviency to his forementioned defgn. Tt was reveal'd to 
him, as he ſaid, that all old chings muſt paſs away, and amongſt the reſt 
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the Kingdom of an ancient Prince call'd * , 4nax-anatFon, which he COn- + 75: xing of 
feſs'd to have been very glorious in all reſpe&s, except that it was Carnal; Kngs,onrLord 
but that his own ſhould be Spiritual, and as far rais'd above the Light , *** **** 
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Star. Then he cry ed down the Prophets for old Foo's , the Apoſtles for 
ſupple Fiſhermen. He exploded Reaſon as a meer Carnality, and the 
Scriptures as a Dead Letter ; and ſtuck not to afhirm, That the World for 
fixteen hundred years and more knew very little ; and before that,nothing. 
That he was deſigned to undeceive the Nations ; for which Work he was in- 
abled by a Light, through which he ſaw the Trinity, and plainly difcem'd 
the Three Perſons with his bodily Eyes, and that they appear'd unto him 
like a great Triangular Glaſs in which he ſaw All things. That now the World 
ſhould be happy, for be would ſhow them the deep Myſtery of thoſe things 
whereof before they had bur the bare Hiſtory ; and that by the power of 
this all-plorious Light, they ſhould be reſtor'd to a new Liberty of Soul 
and Pody. 

Then he magnified Two principal Beams of his Seraphick Light, which 
he commanded them to behold with the Eye of Superintellecual Faith; 
One was, That the time was come when the difference of Good and Evil 
was to be aboliſhed, and that it was occaſionedonly by a fooliſh eating of 
Apples, and ſupported in the World ſo long by ignorant Conceit ; there 
being no Evil but in Opinion, and every thing is good to ſuch as think it 
ſo. -It's true, he ſaid, that puny underſtandings were not capable of the 
ptiviledge of ſuch ſublime knowledge ; and that they muſt continue tomake 
a ſcrupulous Conſcience of Right and Wrong , becauſe the weakneſs of 
their minds permitted them to underſtand no better , but that Morality is 
founded upon the bottom of Human Nature, and that. the Reaſons of 
Good and Evil are Eternal and indiſpenſable, interwoven with the Efſen- 
tial Conſtitution of a Reaſonable Soul , that they are derived from above, 
and that God loveth Righteouſneſs and hateth Iniquity ; and that they , 

r worms, are in ſome meaſure like him by the participation of holy 
diſpoſitions : but becauſe of this incapacity, he ſaid, they muſt ſtill be 
kept clogg'd with their yokes about theirnecks ; but that all which partake 
of his Spirit ſhould preſently be rais'd into more ſublime thoughts, which 
ſhould immediately deliver them into ſuch a freedom that they might do 
what they pleas'd without ſin, and bring down the Divine will to a corre- 
ſpondence with their own even in the loweſt Appetites, in all thoſe mo- 
tions which Scrupuloſity calls Irregular; it being, as he ſaid, a Foolery to 
think that they had received Appetites whoſe ſatisfaction was a fin, let it 
be perform'd what way it can ; and that the talk of Higher and Lower 
Faculties, was a Rag of old Ignorance ; and that It was a jejune piece of 
Philoſophy, to imagin that one Faculty is to regulate the other In its ſatis- 
fa&ions for the Meaſure, Manner, or any other Limitations, or to make 
preference of one ſort of ſatisfaGion above another , foraſinuch as each 
Faculty, the Soul and Body, and all things eiſe, were God in various 
forms. 

His other Principle was, That all things move by the Lawy of invinci- 
ble Neceſlity , and that now they ought to underſtand the fooliſhneſs of 
the Dodrine of Choice, and wiſely to give way to the all-commanding 
force of Deſtiny, as to the irreſiſtableneſs of a mighty ſtream which would 
carry them along with it into the Ocean of Bleſſedneſs whether they would 
or no. Hetalk'd alſo of inviſible wires which draw men along in all the 
courſe of their Actions and Paſſions : He revil'd Exhortation as the greateſt 
cheat in the World ; and ſaid, That nothing was ſo fabulous as thoſe Diſ- 
courſes which make people believe that they have any Liberry of WyIl. 
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' It ſeems Paxſtreb/us could not lee that this {tupid Philoſophy deſtroys 4 corrnpred 
the liberty which is rooted in the eſſence of the Will; and would have us Rn 
take it fora ſpecial Excellency in the Soul that it is cheated into a falſe be- 
lief of innate freedom. But he car'd not though he made the vertuous com- 
pliance of holy Souls with the Divine will a meer Nullity, and caſt an uni- 
verſal blur upon the DoGrine of Obedience. He rafhly cur the nerves of 
Induſtry, by ſetting the moſt generous endeavour but 1n the ſame Rank of 
deſert with the moſt ſluggiſh Idleneſs ; and by his ſordid Principles block*d 
up the way to all braveattewpts, allowing ſuchas perform the moſt honou- 
rable Atchievement to be no more praiſe-worthy than if they had commirt- 
ted a foul Sin. He made the Promiſes of due Rewards of no more force 
than as if oneſhould ſing well in hope to pieaſea Stone ; and call'd the moſt 
diſcreet adminiſtration of Puniſhment, Miſtake and Cruelty. In ſhort, he 
made the whole World but a St. Barthelomews Fair, and Men and Women 
meer Puppets drawn through all their actions with Homerical Wires ; and 
in fine denyed God power to make any other ſort of Creatures beſides 
* Neuroſpaſts. He talk'd his pleaſure of Religion, and ſaid it was an uſe- hoc y_ 
ful yoke made by Policicians,who had hew'd it into a fit ſhape with the My- j;,, Wires. 
ſtical device of Promiſes and Threatnings, to hamper the Credulity of the 
ignorant Multitude; and that the Conditions upon which the Divine Grace 
was pretended to be obliged, that is, Obedience or Diſobedience to Holy 
Precepts, wereonly Tricks invented for the better ſecurity of their deſigns 
upon the tame World, which they might lead any whither,having the Hopes 
and Fears of filly people in a ſtring. But now, ſaid he, by order of the A- 
damantine Fates this ruſty chain is to be broken, you muſt entertain a 
new Spirit, and renounceall former Notions as the pretences of deceived 
Hypocrites; knowing that though you ſeemingly obeyed that Politick 
Religion by which the Grandees rul'd the World, yet you had your private 
deſigns intermix'd with your Obedience, which kept you true to the Gene- 
ral Rule, which you alſo magnified no further than Hypocriſie and Self-inte- 
reſt permitted, 

To waſh off all theſe ſtains, and to initiate them into his Diſcipline, he 
commanded them to be baptiz'd in his Name; upon which he promis'd that 
ſo many as would become his Diſciples, ſhould immediately feel themſelves 
poſſeſs'd of the foremention'd Glory. | 

When he had proceeded ſo far, he went down from the Stage, which was 
not a place ſo fit to ad the following Parts, and beckon'd the people to fol- |, 
low him to the Lake call'd * Borborus, where he would make them partakers * ie. 
of his dirty Baptiſm. Suchas were too much inclin'd by a wicked Temper 
to embrace fleſhly Dodrines,ſoon followed this Dreamer,though with as lit- 
tle diſcretion as the Ratts of Halberſtade danc'd after the Pyed Piper into the 
River, where they were all drown'd. 

Bentivolio deſired Urania that they might go a little further, to ſee what 
end the Beaſt would make to ſuch ſcurvy beginnings : but when they came 
near the Lake, it did ſo ſinell of Brimſtone that they thought it might be 
 Aſphaltites. Panaretus gueſs'd it rather to be the Bottomleſs pit, notonly 
becauſe of a dark cloud of ill-ſented Smoke which aſcended continually 
fromit; but becauſe, ashe had heard before, thoſe which went into it, ne- 
ver came out again. 

The Noble Travailers made great haſte from this place , where their 
abode gave them ſo ſinall content ; and their arrival in + Kenepiſttis, which + vain Faith. 
bordered upon * Pſeudenthea, promis'd them little more ſatisfaGtion. Upon Aſn. age 
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their entrance they were ſurpriz'd with an unexpected entertainment ; for 
they perceiv'd an extraordinary Silence to have ſeiz'd upon the Inhabi- 
tancs, and the great diſcontent of their fouls reveal'd it ſelf in the per- 
plexity of their dejeQed Looks. It was a fight much unlook'd for among 
the Kenepiſtians, who were reported for a jolly ſort of people, and full of 
tall, | 
Whilſt they walk'dupand down muſing what might be the cauſe of ſo 
great an alteration , they met a manof ſober countenance, but ſuch chear- 
ful Jeportment, that he ſeem'd either to be unconcern'd in the general di- 
ſaſter,or elſe to have overcome ſuch paſlions as riſe from worldly accidents 
by a brave temper of Spirit: He was call'd * Oztagathus. It ſeems he had 
not put Civility out of his Religion ; for he had no ſooner diſcern'd Benti- 
wvolio and his Companions to be Strangers, but he accoſted them in courte- 
ous manner, and demanded if in that place, with which , as he thought 
they were not much acquainted , his aſſiſtance might in any reſpe@ be ac- 
ceptable unto them. Our deſign, ſaid Bextivolio, was only to have ſeen 
this place, and to receive ſome informaticn concerning the manners of the 
Kenepiftiaxs; and fince you have incouraged us by the civility of your 
offer to make uſe of your help, you will do us a great courtefie if you 
let us underſtand the reaſon of that univerſal grief which hath manifeſtly 
invaded this place. That I ſhall willingly perform, ſaid Ontaga- 
thus. | 
It is occaſioned by an accident which happen'd the laſt night, which was 


i Oe wil/ully the death of + Twphlecon the late Governour of Keyxepiſtis ; one much be- 
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loved of the people, and in whom they had blindly repoſed ſuch ſtrong 
confidence, that they wholly depended upon his condue& , and rul'd all 
their perſwaſions by ſuch reaſons as he ſuggeſted. He never fail'd of ma- 
king his Propoſals acceptable, for he had a through infight into the Temper 
of the people, and made his Didates correſpond with their Humour. 


As to himſelf he was thought to be of an incredible Faith, by which he - 


was able to believe any thing, though ſome, which knew him very well , 
affirm'd that he did indeed believe nothing. He pretended one, particular 
excellency in his Faith, which was an ability to believe again{t all Senſe and 
Reaſon ; and he eſteem'd a power to give credit to ſuch thingsas contain'd 
the moſt apparent contradiQions, to be the moſt acceptable reſignation of 
his Underſtanding to God. And though ſome told him that this was a kind 
of Brutiſh belief , and that our Mind is then Divine, and can no other way 
be made like unto Gad , but by ſubmitting it ſelf to all Truth, and 
rezeQing of all Falſhood , which in its nature is a contradidion to Hea- 
ven]y Verity ; yet he perſiſted in his Opinion, and was very confident 
that ſuch a Sacrifice of fools was the moſt Reaſonable ſervice of Human 
Souls. 

His main buſineſs was tomake a fair ſhow of great SanGtity ; and this he 
did by a puncual obſervation of all outward Rites. He never went abroad 
till he was well inſtruced concerning his carriage by one || Exproſopon, who 
was his intimate friend,and domeſtick Counſellor : but many quick-fighted 
perſons were able to look through the exaQneſsof kis dreſs, and faw that 
the utmoſt extent of his deſign was bur to ſeem good : which ſerved histurn 
well enough in reference to his main intention, which was to get and keep 
Authority among men, for he had wav'd the ſincere care of being accep- 
table to God. Though Hypocriſie was much more damnable in him, becauſe 


he was not of ſuch a weak Underſtanding but that he might eafily have 
known 
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known, That God doth not regard ſuperſtitious devices, nor was ever ſo 
cheaply pleas'd as to be content with a vain Faith or the ſhow of Holi- 
neſs. 

The chief Humor manifeſtly predominate in the Kenepiſtiens was Love of 
Eaſe; which did ſo far command them, that though they deſired _to ſeem Re- 
ligious, yet they would have all difficulty removed from what they ſhould 
be order'd to perform, though it were never fo neceſſary or excellent. 

Twphleconhad taken notice of this Temper, and fitted it with ſuch confor- one wilfaily 
mable Laws, that it was no hard matter to procure obedienceto his Govern- #4 
ment ;*for he never commanded any thing but what he was ſure they were 
willing to do: they were unwilling to do nothing at all ; perfe& Idleneſs 
did not agree with their Fancy ; but they would have the inſtances of their 
obedience cafie, and the Materials of which they wadetheir Oblations ſuch 
as ſhould not coſt them much, 

Tuphlecon by a ſordid correſpondence had utterly perverted the ſtate of 
their Spirits ; for by appointing them mean things, far below the excellency 
of true Perfedtive duties, he debas'd their Souls : and they rook as much Joy 
in theſe worthleſs ſtraws, as if they had Þeen the ſervices of juſt Spirits 
made perfed ; and they judg'd themſeives worthy of no leſs acceptation 
than Chernbims, and took all thoſe for Fools which ventur'd to reprove the 
vanity of their minds, or endeavoured to ſhow them that they were govern- 
ed by falſe meaſures of Religion, and that they had indiſcreer]y left our of 
their Obedience ſuch Rules as were moſt neceflary to ſecure the Inrereſt of 
their Souls, either by improving them in that Goodneſs of which this pre- 
ſent ſtate is capable, or by aſcertaining their Eternal Welfare. Burt what- 
ſoever was ſaid was of no value with thoſe who had determin'd it to be e- 
nough for them that their InſtruQions pleas'd them, whether they would 
ſave them or no. 

The Kerepiſtians having thus repog'd their hopes of Security upon falſe 
Principles, contented themſelves with a Form of Religion, and neglected 
the Indiſpenſableneſs of a Holy life. The Severities of Godlinefſs were ri- 
diculous among them, and the practiſe of Charity arbitrary : they reckon'd 
the Examples of the Primitive times inimitable, and concluded the Defire 
of Goodneſs ſufficient to Salvation. In * Theoprepia they love what theſe + 4 piviee 
do but profeſs, and do what theſe only ſay. But in Kerepiſts, Fleſh is al- Steve. 
lowed irs Dominion over the Spirit ; Envy and Hatred have baniſh'd Love, 
and they have devis'd a new way to goto Heaven without peace of Confci- 
ence , which they endeavour to quiet by neg'e& of Examination. Or if 
by chance they find they are not conformable in Diſpoſition 6r Pradtiſe to 
Holy Rules, yer they excuſe the buſineſs by alledging, That fin is incon- 
querabſle jn this mortal body ; That Obedience is impoſſible; That the Beſt 
things which we do are Splendid Sins, and the worlt are bur Sins. They re- 
pent as often as they pleaſe ; nay they believe, if they do bur repent at the 
hour of death, it ſerves the turn for the ſins of their whole life ; and,not- 

—— greateſt cauſes of Deſpair, they may belteve and be fafe 

r ever. 

By theſe Principles the Kenepiſtians grew extream low in their Conver- pain believers. 
ſation; and if they had lived among ſuch as make a juſt eſtimation of things 
they would have forc'd them to think, either that Religion isa pitiful buf. 
neſs init ſeif, or elſe that theſe were Hypocrites,and did profeſs it only for 
a ſhow. However the Kenepyſtians enjoy'd a great deal of eaſe, and freed 
themſelves from ſcrupulous enquiries, and the ſtri& performance of 
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indiſpenſable duties, having made {ſuch things unneceflary by falſe Rules. 
They kept their Covetouſneſs untouch'd, becaule the publick orders made 
no great matter of Charity, and becauſe they took not good Works for the 
only way to Heaven. They made ſufficient amends for the Wrongs they 
did, if they were ſorry for them, * becauſe Reſtitution was nc Fundamen- 
tal Article of their Creed ; and how bad ſoever they were , they thought 
themſelves excus'd, if they did accuſe themſelves ſtoutly ; and it was a- 
bundance of Mortification with them, to complain ſometimes of their un- 
ruly Appetites, and to revile their Paſſions, becauſe they would not be 
bridled, ; . 
 TheExample of Tuphlecon, who framed his Life according to the ſame 
Rules, made them love him infinitely ; for under his peaceable Govern- 
ment they were obliged only to talk of their Duties, and enjoy their Liber- 
ty. But this fair day began to be clouded by Twphiecor's (ickneſs, which I 
muſt confeſs I expeded a great while before: for though he pur the beſt 
fide outward ; yet I obſerv'd him to be very weak, and that he went con- 
ſtantly with a very ſlow pace, which he us'd not ſo much for Stateas to hide 
his Infirmity, which grew at laſt to that height that he could difſemble it no 
longer. His diſeaſe was very ſharp, ſome call it * Byygwmodonton ; it is much 
of theſame nature with that pain which is known by the name of Remorſe 
of Conſcience. Thoſe that are troubled with it, ſeem to feel a Worm in 
their Heart, When he had been gnaw'd thus a while, his Countenance grew 
wan ; thoſe which knew not what he ail'd, would have gueſs'd that he was 
haunted every night with an Evil Spirit. His voice being grown ſo low , 
that one could ſcarce diſcern what he ſaid, he was ſuppos'd to be very near 
the grave. | 

Whilſt he lay in this miſerable condition, an old friend of his, call'd 
Colax, whom he intirely loved, having heard of his Caſe, brought hinx 
ſome Medicines, which he compos'd according to ſuch odd Receipts as he 
had tranſcrib'd out of twoor three Books which he borrowed of Tuphle- 
con. The Effect ſhow'd their Invalidity, for he receiv'd not the leaſt benefit 
by them. You may gueſs the Worth of the Compoſitions by the Nature of 
the Ingredients of which they conſiſted, * Ananke,” Ppraſmus,* Pathos,d Hyletes, 
eldynaton, and * Moira. And as he adminiſtred his Cordials, he told 
Tuphlecon, to comforthim, that he ought not to break his Heart for in- 
vincible infirmities, (and ſuch he eſteemed all his Sins,) That God was ob- 
liged to excuſe our diſobedience, becauſe of the naturalneſs of Sin ; and 
that heneeded not to doubt of pardon for ſuch faults as he was forc't to 
commit by the irreſiſtible power of Tentation. That God doth not exact 
Perfe&ion of us, becauſe it is Impoſſible. That he needed not trouble him- 
ſelf that he was ſo bad, ſince God had predeſtinated him to be no better : 
and in ſhort, that he might make one Anſwer to all Objections, even of Hy- 
pocriſie it ſelf,That Chriſt had been obedient for him. Yes, ſaid Twphlecon, 
with a quick and paſſionate reply , and I fear'that he wi: be ſaved for me 
too. Away,Þ Colax,this is no time for Flatteries ; my eyes are too open, I 
ſee the uſeleſneſs of Lies, and I find now that which hath been ſaid long ago 
to be too true, That about the time of Death the ſenſe of God begins to awaken 
men. T have put too much confidence in thy falſe friendſhip : I have ralk'd 
ofren of that word Faith,and pleas'd my ſelf with the Name,but am deſtitute 
of the Vertue, which indeed I never knew in the right notion ; that ſmall 
pretence which I can wake to it, is only a faint reſemblance of the word 
miſunderſtood. To night I have examin'd the falſe Jewel upon _— 
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I doted, and I perceiv'd it was counterfeit. I underſtand the meaning of 
God's declarations now,and ſee that he never meant to compromiſe with Hy- 
pocriſie, and to patronize the bare ſhow of Goodneſs : I ſee that none can 
be wade partakers of eternal Bliſs without a ho!y life, which is the proper 
expreſsand only proof of inward goodneſs. If God had not wade it neceſ- 
fary by his declarativns, yet the nature of the State it ſelf makes it impoſ- 
ſible to be otherwiſe. And find this verified inmy ſelf: for being void 
of ſuch Diſpoſitions as are the juſt preparations of that Incorporeal ſtate, I 
feel my ſelf unfit to live happily out of this Earthly Body. I have built 
upon Quick-ſands, Co/ax; and now the Wind arifech and the Land-flouds 
aſſault me, my houſe begins to fall. I imagin'd wy ſe:f to be one of God's 
Ele&,and thought that to be a ſufficient ground of Hope, becauſe diversrold 
me, who had ſeen the Eternal Rol!s, that his choice 15 Alt ſolute : But I 
doubt now, wy name was never in the Book of Lite; and if ir be, I am ſure [ 
cannot find ir, Bucmy miſery is the greater, becauſe that which bath delu- 
ded me all this while is the only Refuge untowhich I can betake my ſelf, and 
that is, Vain Faith: andas 1 talk'd formerly of believing Contradidtions,or 
any thing ; I ſee now that I muſt do ſo ſtill, if I wi!l attempt to comfort my 
ſelf, for I have all the reaſon in the world to deſpair. 
Golax was much aſtoniſh'd ar this talk, and perceiving that his Company 
afforded no conſolation to his dying friend, he went home : but they ſay that 
the ſad condition of Twphlecon made ſuch a deep impreſſion upon his Soul , 
that he took his bed immediately. 
Golax had no ſooner left the Room, bur a diſinal company of gaſtly At- 
tendants, who had waited all the whileat the door, came in ; the chief of 
them were * Phridts, > Odax, © Thanatus, * Krimatophobus, and * Lymanter. ® Dreadful, 
T#phlecon bad no ſooner eſpied them, but he fell into a ſwoon ; his ſpirits re- © on 
turning afcer a while, he cried out for his old friends, f Tharralews, * Philo- d Fear of 
pſeudes,  Hyperoncus, and many others. But when he perceiv'd that none an- 7 _ 
ſwer'd his call, a deadly ſighing ſeized upon him; and, after many deep f confillens. 
ns mix'd with horrid Exclamations, he died much after the manner of 8 4 Lover of 
thoſe diſconſvlatepeop!e which break their Hearts with Grief, _ ons 
; As ſoan as the news of Taphlecon's death was bruited abroad, and it was Procd, 
known in what a forlorn ſort he lefr this world, the K enepiſtians began to 
ſuſpe&, That Vain Faith will not ſerve the turn in the other World, and, 
That ſuch a Confidence as doth net ſubdue Sin, will not ſuppreſs Fear; and, 
That ſuch as live wickedly, will be forc'd to think themſelves miſerable at 
their death. The ſtorm approaching, they ſaw that their conſtitution was 
only made to endure Fair weather,and that they were deſtitute of a Defence 
againſt AMiQtions and Death. Now they wonder at the folly of their 
' Credulity , who believed unreaſonably , That they ſhould be excus'd for 
ſinning againſt their Conſcience , becauſe they felt its remorſes when it 
was abus'd ; and they find that what they counted Repentance, was worſe 
than fin ; and what they thought analleviation,is a great aggravation of their 
burden, both by a greater vileneſs of the Sin,and a proportionable Guilt, 
And now they are all appall'd with a great doubt concerning their Faith , 
and are afraid that a careleſs life will bring them into ſuch a con- 
dition that they ſhall have much ado to believe themſelves well , a- 
gainſt the force of ſuch Reaſonsas are the demonſtrations of an unhappy 
ſtate, | 
Here Ontagethns ended his Story,and craving pardon for the tediouſneſs 


of his Relation, becauſe they had laid their commands upon him to 
| make 
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make the Report, he added, If you deſire to go further, ro inform your 
ſelves more fully concerning the K enepiſtians, I will attend you. No, no, 
ſaid they all, we have heard enough already, and the time of the day re- 
quires us to return to our Lodging at Philoxenrs his houſe , and if your 
occa{ions give you leave to go along with us, we ſhall be gladof your com- 
pany. I will go a'ong with all my heart, replyed Ontagathws, he is my ve- 
ry near Neighbour; and co morrow I have purpos'd to ſpend my time in 
Agazelns, which, as I underſtand , you intend to viſit before your re- 
eurn. 

It were too long to give an acconnt here of the ſeveral difourſes which 
paſs'd between Philoxexusand his Gueſts ( who were much more welcome 
becauſe they brought Oztagathus with them) whillt they made a review of 
their Travails, to colle& ſomething from the confideration of mens various 
Tewpers, and the Events of divers aGticns, to improve their Underſtand- 
ings, as alſo to commit to memory the more remarkable paſſages, and to 
entertain themſelves by way of recreation with talking of what they had 
ſeen ; therefore I will paſs them over, and relate what happen'd in 4- 


gazelus, 


Ontagathus riſing more ear!y in the morning than his uſual time, becauſe 
he was loth that thoſe whom he deſired to attend ſhou!d ſtay for his com- 
pany , came to them a little after they had made themſelves ready; and 
though they were pretty well wearied with going up and down, and more 
than ſufficiently glutted with Vanaſembla ; yet they were unwilling to go 
away before they had ſeen Agazelus, which was talk*d of as the Glory 
of Polyglottus. Ontagathus to make rhe way leſs tedious, and to prepare 
them for a fight of Agazelus, by a previous deſcription of the place, gave 
them, as they went along, a brief account of the moſt remarkable things 
which he had occaſion to obſerve when he was amongſt them. He began 
thus : , p 
Through the midſt of the chief Street runs a ſwift Brook call'd Picrnder; 
the Water is often troubled, and alwaies bitter. It hath drown'd many ; 
for when a man chanceth to fall into the Stream, it carrits him away with 


ſuch violent force, which it hath by reaſon of its coming from ſteep Rocks, 
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that his recovery is impoſſible. 

Upon the Banks of this Rivolet is built a large Houſe much after the 
faſhion of a Labyrinth, and ſome call it ſo, becauſe of the reſemblance z 
but the true name is * Mateoponnus. The keeper of it 15 known by thename 
of > Lerocritus. He hath two Servants, © Antilegon, who looks to the 
doors,and to keep out ſuch as he ſuſpects to be no well-willers to Agazelus ; 
and 4 Amphibeton, who ſhows the Rooms. It is much frequented by Diſ- 
putants, and I pretending to be one got in. As I paſſed through a narrow 
Court, which had been paved with a rough ſort of Pebbles, but was then 
overgrown with ſharp Thiſtles and ſtinging Nettles, I came to a wide Room 
call'd © Logomachig: an open ſpace in the middle led to the upper end, where 
ſtood Lerocritus his Chair , . many ſeats being plac'd upon both ſides of the 
Room.It was very large; for,as the times go , they are no Chriſtians which 
cannot diſpute ; and indeed fince the praGtiſe of Goodneſs was left among 
them, it is the chief inſtance of their Religion. Upona broad Table which 
was before the Chair they had plac'd abundance of Books, which were fil'd 
with Definitions, Diviſions, Reſtrictions, Corollaries, Irrefragabilities, DS uiddi- 
ties, Entities and Non-entities,with many more ſtrange words,l ask'd Amphis- 
betonwhat they did contain. He ſaid,moſt learned expoſitions of Hierographon; 
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and that he had heard men ſay, that thoie which made them had gathered all 
the hard words out of it to expound the eaſie, and put in ſome of their own 
more ard then any that they found there ; whereupon they were grown at 
laſt ſo obſcure, that he veri:y believed if thoſe which wrote that book 
ſhou!d rife from the dead, they wou:dnot be able to underſtand them, 1 
ask'd him what they were good for. He proteſted he could not tell : but 
as far as he could gueſs, they were good for nothing but to make differences 
amongſt honeſt men, to puzzle Truth, andto inable men in the opinion of 
the wiſe to talk extraordinary nonſenſe, and to preſent words fo ſubti- 
liz'd that they are paſt the underſtanding of their Auditors; and that he 
had obſerv'd one ſtrange quality in them, which was, that they C19 uſua!- 
ly refle& ſuch an amuſement upon thoſe that ſpoke them, that rhey d1d nor 
underſtand their own talk. Sure rhen, replied I, it was great pity that 
the eAfg yptians of old wanted theſe Books, they would have ſaved them the 
labour of inventing Hieroglyphicks ; for theſe uncouth forms of Speech would 
have ſufficiently preſerv'd their Myſteries from the contempt of Vulgar 
Underſtandings. 

I ask'd him the uſe of tFofe divers Rows of ſears. He ſaid,fince that was 
the Room where the chict bufineſs of the Houſe was managed, they were. 
appointed to receive the Citizens of Ygazelus, without whoſe grave de- 
liberation nothing was determined : thotigh he had obſery'd that after 
many daies bufily employed in ſerious debates , and ſometin:es in hot cor- 
teſts,for the moſt part their work was as far from a concluſion as at the be- 
ginning; and that after a years Conſultation, matters were ſo ineffecua!- 
ly toſs'd from onefſide to the other, that they ſeem'd co weave Perelope's web; 
and that from this fruitleſs iſſue of much toyl, the Houſe was called * Mate- + rabour in 
oponus. vain, 

Sure, ſaid Urania, interrupting his Diſcourſe, you make me think of a 
Mine in + Amphilogia which is haunted with a Company of buſie Spirits , 4 Ambignity of 
which ſeem to reſort thither with deſire of employment, and work with ſpeech. 
ſuch diligence as if they had been hired for daily labourers. The poor 
Miners at firſt were glad of ſuch help: for when they look'd upon them , 
they ſeem'd to dig up their Ore, to ſeparate it from the Earth, to melt it 
into uſual form ; but when they were gone, they found nothing done for 
all the great ſtir and ſhow of Labour. You could not have found a fitter 
Compariſon, ſaid Oztagathus, to have repreſented the buſic Vanity of theſe 
idle attempts, | 

I remember that I ſtood once not far fron» the Door, and a ſudden 
knock made me turn about to know who it was that demanded entrance. 
Sundry peop!e of ſtern gravity came in; and when two Ladies that were 
in the rear were about to enter, || Aztilegon forbad them. They were j| 4 Contra- 
modeſt, and would not intrude, but quietly retir'd. I whiſper'd Anti» 4% 
legon in the ear to know their names; and he told me one was call'd * A4- » us. 
lethea, the other + Charindsa. An ingenuous perſon of good note having + charnz. 
taken notice of Aztilegor's refuſal to let them in, made a complaint of the 
Incivility, and ſaid, that diſintereſted people could not but ſuſpe& that 
ſome unworthy actions were to be perform*d amongſt thoſe who admitted 
many that would without doubt have been deſervedly ſtopp'd, both upon 
a ſcrutiny of Knowledge: and Goodneſs, and yet excluded two Ladies 
of known Wiſdom and exemplary Charity. Anangry wan of the Compa- 
ny replyed, that Alerhea might come in if ſhe would ; he knew no body 
that deſired her to be kept out ; and mov'd that ſhe might be ſent for. 
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The reſt conſenting to the motion, Amphibeton went for her. She was ut- 
terly unwilling to go in withour her ſiſter Charinaa, and ask'd if ſhemight 
not take her in. 1 haveno order for that, ſaid * Amphitbetox ; but the 
may ſtay here a while, and ſee if you can procure her leave, Go, ſiſter, 
ſaid Charinda, I will expe& your return, which 1 am aftraid will be too 
ſpeedy. When ſhe was enter'd , they were in a hot diſpute, and though 
they had ſent for her, never took any notice of her coming : ſo ſhe ſtay'd 
in the crowd without any obſervance , each Diſputant eying his Oppoſite 
more than her, though ſhe was in the middle between them ; and as the 
parties grew warmer, they joſtled her from one fide to the other , af- 
ter ſuch a rude manner , that her being there was a lictle to her content, 
And at length being troubled with their quarrelſowneſs and wearied with 
noiſe, ſhe quitted the Room, no body ſo much as deſiring her to ſtay, 
By which I perceiv'd, that though they had ſent for her in a Complement, 
and pretended to deſire nething ſo much as her company , yet that her 
room was as acceptable, and that they were as much pleas'd with a diſpu- 
tation concerning her as the enjoyment of her preſence. She and Charin- 
da walk'd together into the cool Grove of + Heſychia, which borders upon 
T heoprepia. 

After ſhe was gone, they continued the noiſe, rubbing their ears and talk- 
ing with ſuch eager loudneſs that it was hard!y ſufferable : they were not a- 
ſhamed to ſpeak all at once ; though that Cuſtom is ſo barbarous that it is 
deſpis'd by the wild Indians: yet havinga good mind to ſee the end, TI held 
out, ſuppoſing that ſuch Violence would not laſt long. 

As I look'd about, I faw many little doors in the wall of the Room, much 
like to Sally-ports. For what ſerve theſe, ſaid I, good Antilegon? You 
muſt know, ſaid he, that theſe Doors are of great uſe for the more quiet 
departure of the' Aſſembly ; for many times thoſe who come in all roge- 
ther at that great Gate, do ſo fall out before they have done talking, that 
they will not go forth with ſuch as came in with them, and each having a 
private Key to thoſe little Doors , one goeth this way, and another thar. 

Amongſt other things I perceiv'd alſo that each party ( for the * Agaze- 
lians were divided into many FaGions) had a Desk by themſelves, and a 
Scribe which attended diligently with pen and paper : I gueſs'd, it was be- 
cauſe they did ſo highly value the diſcourſes which were made, that they 
would not permit any Syllable of a word to be loſt. No, ſaid Antilegos: 
each ſide makes uſe of-theſe to noteall the ſuſpicious words of their oppo- 
ſite party , and every Saying that is capable of miſconſtrucion ; that b 
theſe, when they have put them together in a Satyrical Paſquil, they may 
render the party odious , againſt whoſe opinions they have entertain'd diſ- 
like. For each ſidedoth write, as well as ſpeak , againſt another , and 
this at ſuch a rate, that when they have once difter'd , they make it im- 
poſſible to agree again. When they cannot bring their Antagoniſts to their 
Opinion, they count it Religion rodiſprace their party ; andif they know 
any evil of their Perſons, they refer it wholly to their Principles, though 
their own Sed hath the ſame and other faults : and if any evil thing follow 
from their Opinion, though at the diſtance of ſeven Conſequences well 
ſtretch'd upon the rack of Cenſure, they faſten it upon the Conſcience of 
their Opponent, though he underſtand no coherence between his Opinion 
and their DeduGions, and doth ſo really abhor ſuch Concluſions as they 
make, that if he could think they did follow from what he ho!ds, he would 
renounce his Afertions. 

When 
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' When the Diſputation was ended, each Chieftain had his diſtin& herd 
ftanding as near the door as they cou.d get ; and when they appear'd, they 
all applauded their own Champions, whom they ſuppos'd Conquerors; and 
ſo triuniph'd before they were ſure of a Vidory, with as much diſcretion 
and no leſs noiſe than if the mulcitude had conliſted of adverſe flocks of an- 
red Geele. | | 

When Oztagathus had gone thus far , they were come near to Materpo- 7 tour in 

us, which upgcn their approach began a Verification of his Story ; for vais. 
they were accolted with a prodigious noiſe , infinite numbers of 4gaze- 
ans thronging together to be made partakers of the din. The preſs was 
ſo great that Bentivolioand his Companions could not get into the new- 
built Logomachiz ; only whilſt they ſtood in the Court they perceiv'dan 
older houſe where there was more free acceſs, and thither they went, 
thinking to repoſe theniſelves a while after their long walk. It was not 
ſo much f.equented, becauſe at that time the Yeazelians ears did itch more 
after new Controverſies. But when they were enter'd, they perceiv'd 
that no place is void of diſputation in Agazelus ; for four Grave perſons, 
call'd Bellarmo, Therulus, Lucanius, and Eretidius, had been a good while 
in a ſharp conteſt about divers matters wherein they differ'd ; and as they 
came in, Bellarmo was telling a ſtrange ſtory of * Anaxanatton, a great * King of 
King, and he particylarly extoll'd his magnificence for a Royal feaſt King 
which he made for his Subjects; and making a relation of the variety of 
Diſhes, amonegſt other things he ſaid, He gave them his own Fleſh for Meat, 
and in ſtead of Wine pour'd forth his Blood into golden Bowles. Then 
he prais'd the inimitableneſs of his Love, that would feed the bodies of 
his Subjeds with his own. Perceiving that his Companions did ſcarce be- 
lieve him, That you may know, quoth he, how he did ſuch a wonderful 
thing, I will acquaint you witha rare Myſtery. By an unſpeakable way 
which he had, when the Bread and Wine were put upon the Table, he 
would convert them into the ſubſtanceof his own Body and Blood , and 
yet they could not perceive but the Bread and Wine retain'd their former 
nature, for they had the ſame Taſte, Colour, and Shape, and yet there 
was no ſuch thing upon the Board ; for what remain'd was only the Ac- 
cidents of Bread and Wine , preſerv'd ſtill in being by an Omnipotent 
power without their Subjeds, and had the ſame colour to ſee to, and the 
ſame power to nouriſh ſuch as did cat and drink, as if they had (till been 
Join'd to their proper ſubſtance, though that was conveyed away inviſibly. 
SO that though it be a ſtrange thing, yet I may tell you it fora Truth, That 
the King fate at the Table in his Chair, at the ſame time when he was in the 
mouths of ſome and the hands of others that feaſted with him. And I have 
heard that though his Subjeds are ſcattered through large Dominions, yet 
he can after the formentioned manner f-aſt them all at once, and be preſent 
with them all, though they be ſeparated fiom one another by the diſtance 
of many thouſand miles, whilſt they all eat him at the ſame moment of 
time, 

At theſe words Therulus , who ſate not far from him, replyed, You are 
ſomething out in your Story, Bellarmo ; for the King you talk of did not 
convey away the meat and drink of his Gueſts, as you ſay, and by way of 
Tranſubſtantiation convert them into hisown Fleſh and Blood , but united 
himſelf with their Bread and Wine: And while he was ſo corporally 
mix'd with their Meat and Drink, they dideat and drink the King and his 
Meat both together. This I know, for I have been feaſted at his Table a 


O 2 hundred 


1bentivolio and Urania, Book 111 


— 


hundred times ; and ſuch as cannot ſee hoy this ſhould be, were either ne- 
ver at his houſe, orelſe areas blind as a ſtone. 

Upon this Lucan grew a little angry, and ſaid, For my part I cannot 
ſee it, yet I have been there many times, and believe as oft as any in this 
Company ; and I thank God I am not ſo blind, but I can read a Fook,which 
I have heard you both acknowledge for a true Record of that Story ; andby 
what I find there I am fore'd to deny credit to your Report, For it ſaith, 
That Anaxanator went to Heaven long ago, andat his Aſcenſion declar'd 
that he would not return till the Reſtaurarion of all things , which is not 
only not paſt, but, as I fear,a great way off, Were you at ſupper in Hea- 
ven, Bellarmo, or you Therulus ? Did either of you ſee his Subjects cut that 
Glorified Body in bits ? Burt that it cannot poſſibly be true, that the Bread 
and Wine are chang'd into the Body and Bloodof the King by any Corpo- 
ral Metamorphoſis, is manifeſt in that the hallowed Bread and Wine, of 
which you affirm ſuch incredible things, will grow mouldy and ſowre; which 
are things impoſſible to be attributed to Anaxanadton's condition , who 
ſince his reception into Heaven, is according to the moſt perfed& ſenſe in a 
ſtate of Incorruptibility. 

Bellarmo and Therulus were ſo offended with theſe words, that they roſe 
up in a great paſſion, and would needs be gone: But Erotidins prayed 
them to have patience till he alſo declar'd his opinion; unto which with 
much ado they conſented , and fate down again: whereupon Erotidins 
began after this manner ; Bellarmo, you and Therulus have related ſtrange 
things, which amaz'd me to hear, and I underſtand that you have told theſe 
ſtories formerly in divers Companies ; but, I fear, much to the diſhoneur 
of Anaxanatton- For whilſt you report ſuch impoſſible things, you tempt 
people to doubt whether ever there was any ſuch King, or whether he 
made any Feaſt at all; becauſe they are ſure he could make no ſuch'as you 
mention'd, the thing being in its nature impoſſible. Some body hath ex- 
treamly abuſed you, to make you eſteem it for an Excellency in his Religi- 
on to be fill'd with Opinions which are contrary to common ſenſe; and 
to introduce a ſuitable Faith, which commends its worth from a power of 
believing ſuch DoGrines as contradict the Principles of Natural Reaſon , 
which God hath planted in our Souls; unleſs God ſhould be thought to 
deſign the extirpation of the Roots which he hath ſer. If you pur ſuch 
monſtrous Aſſertions into Religion, men will be apt to take it foran old 
wives tale , or a fabulous Superſtition invented by brain-fick men ; and 
thoſe that are initiated into your myſteries being taught to believe any 
thing , will as eafily believe nothing ; and by being religious after this 
faſhion, will be effeQually diſpoſed to Atheiſm * for when they exanrine 
their Faith, they will find that in truth they only believe for fear,or pro- 
feſs that they do for worldly regards, but that they have no reaſon for 
what they hold, Ingenuous men are govern'd by the Divine Light which 
ſhines in their Souls, by which they know that -God cannot do that which 
implies a ContradiGtion ; and upon the ſame ground they aſſure themſelves 
that there was never any ſuch Feaſt. You affirm unreaſonably that the Body 
of your King, which is but One, may be in divers places at once ; that it 
may bea thouſand miles remov'd from me, and yet but the diſtance of a 
hand-breadth at the ſame time ; and ſo you make the ſame diſtance greater 
and leſs than it ſelf. For if he be corporally preſent with me at his Feaſt, 
and after the ſame manner with another at a thouſand miles diſtance from 
me, the ſame Longitude will be ſhorter than it ſe!f. You deny not, but his 
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Eody is in Heaven, and you affirm it to be in a Chappel upon Earth at the 
ſame time: ſo that if you draw a line from the ſame point of wy Hand to 
the ſame point of the King's Body, which is the ſame line; becauſe it is a 
ſtraight line between the fame terms, the diſtance will be but a yard long , 
and yet reach wany hundreds of miles : which is a plain ContradiGion. 
Your Monſter hath another Head alto no lefs deformed than this ; for your 
Tranſubſtanciation doth ſuppoſe one Body may penetrate another, when as 
all the world have confels'd it to be the nature of Bodily ſubſtance to be 
Impenetrable ; and ever kince that Propriety was ſtamp'd upon its Eſſence 
by the Creator, each material Subſtance doth ſtoutly and irreſiſtibly keep 
it ſelf from being penetrated by another. So that whilſt you report that 
the Viands were tranſubſtantiated into the Fleſh and Blood of your King , 

'0u would make people believe that either he had no true Body when he 
made that Feaſt,or at leaſt that he hath not now. You ſay, to make the won- 
der the greater, That the whole Maſs of your King's Blood is in each drop 
of Wine, and that every Crum of Bread is converted into the whole Body; 
not one Crum into the head , and another into the feet ; and ſo the Whole is 
thruſt into every Part: which doth neceſſarily infer a Penetration of Matter; 
which can no more reaſonably be affirm'd than Contradiions can poſſibly 
be reconcil'd. 

Therefore, Gentlenien, ſince our Maſter's Body is in Heaven, and that he 
hath told us he will not return to Earth till he come to reſtore this miſerable 
world, and hath appointed us to commemorate the love of his death by the 
renewal of his holy Feaſt, where each diſh is a Symbol of better things then 
any fleſhly eye can ſee ; let us receive the benefits ofhis Divine Preſence by 
an humble Faich, without this quarrelſome diſpute for the bold determinas 
tion of the manner of his being there. So ſhall we, who are now divided by 
that which was appointed to unite us, become again a holy Synaxs, and in 
ſtead of offering a ridiculous Sacrifice we ſhall celebrate an acceptable Eg- 
chariſt. 

- i Erotidius had fate down, Laucanius roſe up with an intention to 
ſpeak further concerning Eroridius his Arguments; but Therulusnetled with 
the former diſcourſe prevented him, ſaying, Hold thy tongue, Vain Man ; 
thou wilt conſent to his ſilly talk : doſt thou not ſee him ſo ignorant of the 
Natureof Faith that he will not believe ContradidGions? After thoſe words 
he went out of the Room, ſaying, I will talk no more with ſuch Aſſes. 

Bellarmo took the opportunity to wavean anſwer with pretence of great 
wrath, and went away to the chief Governour of * Exoſemnon, to give him 


an account of what had paſs'd. How he reported the diſcourſe I know not, ; 


but in recompence of his ill-beſtow'd Zeal in ſuch a pitiful cauſe he recei- 
ved a Red Hat. : 

As ſoon as they were gone, Erotidins gueſſing Lucanius to be inwardly 
vex'd, as far as outward Looks are ſignificationsof the Mind,ask'd hun the 
reaſon of thoſe immoral paſſions which had been enterraind that day by 
ſuch as beaſt themſelves to be Chriſtians , and look down from the high bat- 
rlements of Spirituality, as they call it, upon the Holineſs of Morality , 
asa poor low thing ; pretending their own more rais'd ſpirit tranſcen- 
dently to contain whatſoever is good in it, as the Reaſonable Soul doth 
the Senſitive Faculties : adding withall, that ſuch irregular expreſſions 
would not be kept ſecret, bur be improv'd to the greateſt diſprace, whilſt 
they were divulg'd by ſuch adverſaries as they had, who were not ſo 
heedleſs as nat to make uſe of ſuch fair pretences of accuſation. To 
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this Lucanins anſwer'd, not without a fretful peeviſhneſs , that he under- 
ſtood no great reaſon for ſuch carriage, only he knew that by a juſt, though 
moſt diſmal Judgment they were predeſtinated to theſe diſtempers : ſo ri- 
ſing up with that cholerick haſte that he overturn'd his Chair, he went away. 


_————— - 


— 


—— 


Erotia;us ſitting ſtill in a poſture of extream grief, pull'd his hat over his 
eyes and wept heartily, whilſt the tears ran down both his cheeks ſo faſt as 
if each tear had been purſued by his fellow, and that one eye vied drops 
with the other. 

Urania taking notice of his paſſion, came near and demanded the reaſon 
of his ſorrow. Alas, Madam, ſaid Erotidius , I would gladly with theſe 
waters quench the unchriſtian heats which you ſaw juſt now kindled , and 
to theſe tears I would willingly add my Blood , if by that I could waſh 
away te guilt of theſe foul diſtempers. Come Erot1ams,faid Urania,grieve 
no inore, you have done your beſt : be patient til] they repent of their fol- 
lies. Come along with me, and I will carry you where you ſhall hear 0- 
ther matters diſcours'd after another manner. Now ſhe intended to con- 

a The Divi Jud him with her Company to * Theoprepia , into the ſweet vales of * Sy- 


ge ance Phroſyne » where divers Virtuoſo's did daily meet , and with moſt ex- 
porn cellent Underſtanding diſcourſe upon the moſt profitable things know- 
able. 


As they were leaving the Room, a company of 11literate fellows, but 
more fierce than the former, would needs renew the Diſputation ; and one 
that thought himſelf the wiſeſt among them, earneſtly deſired that the Ar- 
e4werdwhich gument of their diſcourſe might be © Kikildrivium. They brutiſhly agreed, 
fynifur ne: beingmuch taken with the wonderful ſound of the word. It coſt them 
"— much time to know from what Language it was derived , but at laſt they 
concluded it tobeof Roman pedigree z and when they had been long in 
enquiry after the ſignification of it , one of them recolle&ing his memory, 
told them, it was Tranſubſtantiation. I do not believe that,ſaid another : 
for notwithſtanding our talk all this while, I am confident that Kiskildyi- 
vium is an inſignificant Term. So it is, quoth the other, but no more then 
Tranſubſtantiation, for they both ſignifie nothing. Upon this they reſolv'd 
to diſpute no more upon that ſubje&, having heard it exploded buta little 
before. 
After this they quarrell'd a good white one with another about the 
choice of ſome Queſtion to diſpute of : but coming to no agreement, they 
4 Contention TEſolv'd todiſpute of nothing, and ſo went away all together to 4 Logoma- 
about words. Chia. | 

- This meeting being thus diſſolv'd, {rania and her Company withdrew 

alſo ; and as they went by the door which leads into Logomachia,they found 
© One that is that entrance was now very eaſie*: for a great part of the company being 
f 5d mc Wearied with an ExpeRation, of whoſe effect they at laft deſpair'd, were 
given 20con- pone away ; only the Grandees which were Leaders in ſeveral points of 
= One hard u COntrovVerlie remain'd, and ſuch little parties as had reſign'd themſelves 
be pleaſed, to the ſoveraignty of their Didates. Towards the upper end of the 
— "n/a Room in three ſele& Chairs more high then the reſt ſate © fganatFon, * Po- 
Nom whe Iymachus and * Dyſareſtus , for they had no ſivall Authority in Ygazelus. 
ſpeaks lofiy Þ Antinomus and © Hypernephelus ſate by the Table: overagainſt them fate 
CY bows a proud Fellow with a Saddwces Coat on; as they were muſing who it 
perſon. ſhould be, one pointing to him ſaid to his Companion, That Atheiſt is 
Pd Sorcerer. © Agerochus. Alittle below him ſate a frantick Enthuſiaſt, call'd ! Mags- 
E_—_ 5s, and ® Melancholicus lean'd upon the back of his Chair. —_— - the 
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lower end ſtood an empty Chair ; and as * Al/azow and + Deifiaemon were * 4 Boafter. 
ſcuffling for it, a bold fellow of a ſimple viſage with his eyes ſunk under | J27# 
a great forehead, call'd || Igzaro, poſleſs'd himſelf of it to their great diſ- || 4» 1gnorant 
content. As they were diſcourſing, a humorous fellow , called * Heauto, F'/9* ul 
made a great diſturbance to their affairs ; his manner was to walk up and himſelf. oy 
down amongſt the company , to hug himſelf, to talk of himſelf and to him- 
ſelf. A ſober man, diſpleas'd with his impertinencies, demanded of him 
what he ſought there, He ſaid, Himſelf. He ask'd the reaſon of his trou- , 
bleſomneſs to the meeting. He ſaid, Himſelf, Whilſt ſome that mind» 
ed not the Myltery of his folly fell a laughing, he moved the company chat 
the arrogant fool might be put out of the Room ; alleadging that there was 
but ſmall hopes of doing any thing whilſt he ſtayed, and that when they 
were freed from the hindrance of his clamorous noiſe, they might the bet« 
ter hear one another, and more quietly bring their bufinefſes to ſame good 
concluſion. It was wonderful with what loud eagerneſs the company ans 
ſwer'd, No, No; Let himalone, he ſhall not be turn'd out , wecan bear 
with his follies well enough, we have been us'd to them. Whereupon he - 
being much pleas'd that the company had voted his ſtay, began to be more 
uier. 
, Upon one ſide of the Room, where was a crowd of buſie Talkers, they 
ſaw one in the form of a Shepheard, clad in a white Mancle, put on ſo hand» 
ſomely, that many were much delighted with looking upon him ; but he 
was another kind of thing then that of which he made ſhow of, his name 
was Lucifer. Urania jogg'd Bextivolioto take nutice of his carriage ; for 
though he demean'd himſelf with a great deal of wary cunning, yet ſome» 
times he could not chuſe but diſcover himſelf: for when Magicus was talk- 
ingof ſome great Prophet lately ſent from Heaven, that was , as he ſaid, 
above Chriſt Feſus, and who was the only Comforter ; or when any of * Ke- * ain Faith. 
nepiſtic magnified a vain Faith, and reproached Morality as a poor heathen- 
iſh Vanity, he would encourage them. When + Ageroachus provok'd the + 4» inſolmmt 
company to anger with bitter words, and undertook afterwards to prove perſon. 
that it was impoſſible that there ſhould ever be agreement in the Church , 
they perceiv'd him to laugh. But when any vertuous man who loved peace 
advis'd the rigid to Moderation, ſhow'd the inconveniencies of an un- 
charitable ſpirit , or defir'd them to lay aſide conceitedneſs, and to or- 
der * Heauto to withdraw, he expreſs'd an extream Diſcontent in his + , jag 
looks. Fellow, 
Things were managed inſucha confus'd manner, that any body ventur'd 
in amongſt them, many which had nothing to do, and ſome who went only Fulbls 4 
to do hurt, and (which was ſtrange) * Miaſmeſarkus and * Pneumatodes were 4699, © 
eſpied there, but they ſhrowded themſelves under the Patronage of © Anti- b 4nd ſpiries- 
womus and * Agerochus. — lay 
Before I go any further to tell what happen'd at this meeting, it will not mas. F 
be amiſs to ſet down a ſhort ſtory which © Ontagathas told to Urania the 44 pond pre 
nighe before at the houſe of * Philoxenus concerning 8 /ganatFon, ® Polyma- +; truly good 
chus and i Dyſareſtus. They are, ſaid Ontagathas, perſons of no mean eſteem man. 
for Religion, and have expreſ3'd ſuch a zeal for their particular Opinions, —_— - 
that they have not refus'd to fight for them, each of them ſtriving with their g 0«e that i: 
preateſt force to bring the other two into obedience to their Sentiments;and + + tPA 
as they had the advantage of the upper ground, they threw thoſe which ... EE 
would not ſubmit to their Conſtitutions into great affliion: but they ver/i. 


defended themſelves from the imputation of cruelty for ſo doing , 6 uſa. 


104 


Bentivolio and Uſrania. book 1II- 


* One that 55 


angry. 
+ The flate of 
Emulation. 


{] One much gi- 
ven f0 coutro- 
verſe. 

F One hard 0 
be pleaſed. 

+ Hoteſpirits, 


by ſaying that the chaſtiſements which they appointed were only godly 

perſecutions and wholſome correGtions,very needful to reduce diſobedjent 

peopleto their duty ; and that they did not puniſh after that faſhion which 

the wicked uſe, when they kill one another, becauſe they had a charitable 

intention in their ſevereſt caſtigations. But as far as any by-ſtander could 

perceive, whatever the Intents were, the Actions were miſchievous , and 

utterly unbecoming the very pretence of true Religion, which as it con- 

tains a moſt excellent love of God, ſo it never leaves out a great Charity to 

all our neighbours. 

* Aganadton was firſt deputed the chief Governour of + {gazelus ; but he 

executed his Office with ſuch Rigor , that he ruin'd poor men fora word , 
and made people Offenders for ſuch trifles as were not to be regarded by a 
prudent Governor. Though many of his wiſer Friends advis'd him to the 
contrary, knowing that a good Governour ſhould neither multiply unne- 
ceſſary Laws, nor infli& ſuch ſore puniſhments for ſmall Faults , that the 
ſeverity bears no proportion with the guilt. A poor man was once requi- 
red to come before him, who was unwilling to go,not that he thought himſelf 
guilty of any Fault,but becauſe he gould 11] ſpare the time from his labour, 
upon which heand his Family ſubſiſted : but being compell'd to make his 
appearance, he defired to know his Charge. They anſwer'd, he was ſent for 
Þecauſe he had prophanely digg'd his ground and ſow'd it upon Aſſumpri- 
on-day. When he ask'd what Aſſumption, they told him that of our Lady; 
and when the ignorant man demanded, what Lady ? they angrily replyed , 
The bleſſed Virgin. I cry you mercy, ſaid the poor man, for my Ignorance 


of that Aſſumption, and I hope it is very pardonable,for I could never meet 


with that Story in a holy Book which I have at home, where they ſay all 
good things are recorded : but I honour the Virgin-mother, whom all Ge- 
nerations do juſtly call Bleſſed, and I know that ſhe is ſo full of Grace and 
gentle Goodneſs, that ſhe doth not defire a poor man to worſhip her with 
a Sacrifice madeof his Childrens bread, or that any body ſhould die of 
hunger for her ſake. Thereupon he pray'd them to diſiniſs him, for that 
he had at home a ſick Wife and five ſmall Children, and if he ſhould do 
no work that day, they could eat nothing at night. Notwithſtanding this 
fair plea, after many reproachful words, they to:d him he ſhould pay ten 
ſhillings for his offence, or elſe go to Priſon. Then I muſt go to Priſon, 
quoth the poor man, for I am not able to pay half of ten ſhillings, Ac- 
cording to their word they committed him , that by his Example others 
might underſtand what they were to Expe& if they oftended in like man- 
ner. , 

Amongſt others || Polymachus and * Dyſareſtus were puniſh'd , becauſe 
they did not comply with Aganaton's Rules, and a'!ſy by their Example 
and Arguments diffwaded many + Jgazelians from their Obedience. But 
Aganatton at length growing very weak by reaſon of a violent ſickneſs 
which ſeiz'd upon him , Po/ymachus was put into his Room; which was 
brought to paſs by the importunate Interceſſions of the people: for Poly- 
machus had ſo frequently declaimed againſt Agaratfor's fierceneſs, that 
they made no doubt but he would expreſs extraordinary meekneſs; and 
they ſeeing AganaFon low and feeble, made uſe of the opportunity to ad- 
vance Polymachws to the Government ; which he had not managed very long, 
bur they plainly perceiv'd how. ſtrong a Tentation great Power 13 to 
mortal men, how hard it is for ſuch as rule to do right in all things, 


how unanſwerable men are unto their promiſes when they are chang'd 
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froman adverſe condition to one more proſperous, and how apt they are 
to dilturb others when they think themlctves ſecure,and to {light the Com- 
forts of ſuchas were the [nſtrumentsof their advancement, if they do not 
humour them afterward with all poſſible ſubmiſſions. Polymachus began 
co beſtir himſelf, and conſign'd his friends to all preferments : he was hard 
to Aeanatton's Officers, and diſfollels'd moſt of rhem, to bring his own 
Relations into their places. He put alſo no ſmall afironts upon Dyſareſtus, 
and at laſt ſign'd an order for his banithment. But as Dyſareſtus was upon 
his journey towapds the Sea-thore, he met a Troop of the /gazelian Horſe, 
and made known his Caſe to the Captain,by a full re!ation of his ſufferings 
under Polymachus : whereupon the Captain, Centaurus by name, command- 
ed his men to 'ay hold upon Polymachus his Officers, and taking Dyſareſtus 
back with him to Po/ymachas, he upbraided him with many diſgraceful in- 
ſtances of his i!! management of affairs, and particularly reprov'd him for 
his cruel carriage towards Dyſareſtns and his friends; and rold him that for 
the time to come he mult deport himſelf more gent!'y, and for a ſecurity of 
doing no future harm he ſhou!d rake Dyſareſtus into the partnerſhip of his 
Government. Unto this Polymachus was forced to give an unwilling con- 
ſent, 'for as matters ſtood rhen he cou'd not help ir. The power being thus 
divided between Polymachus and Dyſareſtus, they order'd things fo, that ei- 
ther party thought themſelves well appayed , for they enjoy'd quietneſs 
and preferment, but they both ſlighted JganaFon, ſcarce ever viſited him 
in his ſickneſs, and long'd for his death." Ir is a bard matter for ſuch as 
have govern'd others to learn Obedience themſelves. AganatFon's ackneſs 
continued upon him, and his friends alſo by a paſſionate ſympathy with his 
diſtrefſes were brought very low : but they ſuffer'd not alone , for divers 
things happen'd which occafion'd Polymachus and Dyſareſtus to diſagree z 
and their parties,being much divided according to the [ntereſt of their Lea« 
ters, did much miſchief to each other. 

Thus much of Oztagathus his ſtory I thought good to inſert , becauſe it 
makes known ſome of thoſe reaſons which occaſion'd the diſtrattions of 4- 
gazelus, which were now grown to that height, that their once flouriſhing 
Society wither'd into little Factons, and inſtead of the happineſs of mu- 
tual love, they had now an Union only in common Afflidions and the diſ- 
fatisfactions of an unſetled condition. « 

A wiſe man who had obſerv'd the Riſe and Progreſs of their Troubles to 
depend in a great part upon a ſpirit of Uncharicableneſs, pray'd them that 
they vou d fo far reſent the miſery of their preſent condition as to enquire 
into the potſibilities of Recovery ; and fince they ſaw the dangers of their 
diſagreemenr, to think ſpeedi!y of terms of Accommodation. 

Though they were unwilling to hear of Accommodation, every one being 
much indiſpos'd to bate any thing of his Self-will and Idiopathies ; yet 
being ga'l'd wich many ill Effects of their Difſentions,they were perſwaded 
by the Reaſons and Authority of one generally eſteem'd a very Wiſe man,to 
try if they cou'd come towards each other in nearer diſtances. And this 
occaſion'd rhe meeting of which I have made mention already : but what 
ſmall hopes of ſucceſs were at this time produc'd was too apparent by the 
unfriendly manner of their converſe. | 

Among ſeveral things, too many to be here inſerted , one was very ob- 
ſervable, that though they had all one common pretence of Appeal to an 
Authentick Record cal!'d us Divinum, for putting an end to their Contro- 
verſies, which was therefore plac'd in the midit over the Table ; yet it 
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was upon the top of ſuch a high Pole , that none of them could eafily 
reach it : whereupon each party did very rudely throw their Bibles at it 
to bring it down to their own fide ; by which violence they did often give 
unhandſome blows to their Oppoſites, which uſually occaſtoned ſo much 
anger, that afcer they had ſate togethera long while,they parted with much 
more hatred then they met. Itheing impoſſible to bring good affairs to a- 
ny fucceſs when they are manag'd without Prudence and Charity, 
When they had jangled a good while according to the forementioned 
diſorders, and were all going to riſe ina great fume, Bextivolio defired ſome 
of the chief Diſputants, that they would have the goodneſs to receive a 
few words from one who was ſorry for their diviſions, and did hope that he 
might ſhow them a way tomake up their uncomfortable breaches. The mo- 
tion was acceptable, becauſe they were now even wearied out with dif- 
cord: and having demanded his Name, when they underſtood it was Bexti- 
wvolio, they were extreamly pleas'd, having heard of him often , but never - 
ſeen him before. They received in a good part a confirmation of what was 
reported concerning him, from the Grace of his Speech, and the Lovelineſz 
of his Countenance, and earneſtly deſired him to make them happy with 
his ſeaſonable Advice, if he had any Remedy for ſuch a deplorable Condi- 
tion, Bentivolio anſwer'd, That however it ſhould ſucceed, he would 
ſhow the reality of his good-wifl : but he judg'd it neceſſary before he 
went further, to have ſome private Conference with AganatFon, Polymachus 
and Dyſareſta, and that the mulritude ſhould be diſmiſs'd for the preſent, 
and receive intelligence of their Diſcourſes at thenext meeting, The Com- 
pany tired out with fruitleſs attendance, conſented to the propoſal , eſpe- 
cially ſince they were to underſtand things another time. 
As they began to withdraw, Bextivolio ſnatch'd Lncifer's ſtaffe out of 
his hand, and drove him out of the Room ; and as he went forth he took 
Magicas along with him. 
* Fleſh'y. * Miaſmaſarkus, and + Pneumatodes fearing the ſame Fate, ran away 
= with ſuch a frightful haſte that every one took notice of them, which 
made their Patrons bluſh; and one of them holding  Antinomus by 
the right hand, and the other by the left, they hurried him along for - 
company. | 
[| Selfiſh perſos. Then he deſiredthat || Heauto might be given in charge to one * Auto- 
* Self denial. ,1rnes to be Kept in ſafe Cuſtody till the next meeting ; at which they 
: ſhould hear ſuch a Bill read againſt him as would procure him ſhame and 
puniſhment. 
+ One that He bade them ſend: + _—_— home with a guide, and appoint 
talk; _ [| Ananephon with a ſharp rafor to ſhave off the wild hairs that grew round 
_—_— 7e. about his Crown, and to apply ſome Remedy which ſettles the Brains, and 
zxres to ſobrie- frees the Fancy from arrogant Conceits, and makes ordinary men unapt to 
#7, and ſoun# Jream thar they are the Saviours of Mankind, or to deſire to be worſhipp'd 
with Hoſanna's, or to think that they are the Judges of the World, come to 
pronounce the laſt Sentence. Heorder'd that Melancholicus ſhould take a 
luſty doſe of Hellebore to purge diſcontented humors. Upon this Hyperne- 
phelus and Melancholicus wept bitterly, and pray'd him for pity ſake not to 
take notice what Mad-men ſay in their Fits, nor to impute the faults of their 
diſtemper'd Heads to the choice of a wicked Will. To which Bentivolis 
anſwer'd, that they ſhould do well to follow the foremention'd direGtions, 
and perfe their Repentance, 


When 
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When one had pull'd Jpn4ro out of his Chair , he bade them throw hin 
out of the Room ; bur firlt advis'd him to go to School with little boys 
of his own fize of Underſtanding , and charg'd him, as he would not ſuf- 
fer ſuch puniſhment and worſe , that he ſhould not venture into that 
Company any more. When Alazox heard theſe words, he ſneak'd a- 


Way» 


Bentivolio was not willing to take any notice of * Agerochas; for he » ,, ;, 


ſcorn'd all advice, though he extreamly wanted it ; but becauſe of his intol- perſon. 


lerable Arrogance he thought it requiſite to give him a few reproefs. Hge- 
rochus, (aid Bentivolio, you might do well to learn ſo much Ingenuity as to 
think that others may poſſibly underſtand ſenſe as wellas your ſelf. Leave off 
your deſign to make the World believe ContradiGtions or Nothing,for you 
will loſe your |abour. Be content that ſoine things are in their own na- 
tures Right and others Wrong without your appointment.Repent that you 
have endeavoured to chaſe Faith out of the Societies of men, and to baniſh 
Honeſty out of the World, by making your Books baſe pleas for Hypo- 
crilie and Villany. . Let Almighty God bea Spirit, becauſe he hath told us 
that he is ſo; andexcept him from the foolery of your determination, That 


whatſoever is not a Body is nothing. Put not the Soveraign Lord of the + 


World to ſo much unworthy trouble, as to ask leave of his Subje&s that the 
Commands which he hath given them nay be obligatory. Take heed leſt 
for thoſe rude affronts you have put upon Religion,the people do not juſtly 
call you, The Northern Antichriſt. Read the four Evangeliſts ſometimes, 
and having ſet a Deaths-heagl before you, meditate upon the Reaſonable- 
neſs of the laſt Judgment. e down the ſiollen ſais of your Windmill ; 
and when you are grown ſober, you ſhall have leave to write one Book more, 
but with this Condition, that you do recant all the reſt, Agerochus was ſa 
mad that any body durſt offer to teach him, that he went away with ſuchex- 
preſſions of ſcorn, that he ſufficiently ſignified that he judg'd none in that 
Company worthy to learnof him. 

The Room being freed from the tumultuous multitude, Bextivolis, deſi- 
ring his Fellow-travellers to fit down, accoſted AganaiFon, Polymachus and 
Dyſareſtus with his wonted civility ; and having crav'd leave to ask them 


a Queſtion or two, he firſt demanded, If any of them had ever been ſick. 


They all anſwer'd, Jes. I got a fall, ſaid JganaFon,with running too faſt : 
I ſcarce ever went abroad ſince, only by the help of a Horſe-litter I came 
to this meeting in hope to find ſome cure, of which I ſhould be ſorry to be 
diſappointed. I could wiſh with all my heart,' ſaid Polymachus, that you 
had us'd a ſofter pace ; for when you ran ſo faſt I was weak, and could not 
get out of your way, but youtrod ſo hard upon my breaſt, that you ſtruck 

almoſt all the breath out of my body, and made me labour under a difh- 

culty of ſpeaking for a great while after. I, ſaid Dyſareſtus, was Sea-ſick 

once. Bentivolio ask'd them further, If they had not ſome thoughts of 
their Sins in their Sickneſs, and if they did not entertain ſome purpoſes of 
— their Errors,if they ſhould obtain their former health. They all 

ſaid, es. 

Bentivolio giving them thanks for the freedom of their Converſe, told 
them, Gentlemen, you are upon a fair way of recovery, and two of you 
ſeem to have regain'd more health then AganaFon. When you come to your 

ſtrength, make good the promiſes of your ſickneſs. Take heed of 
relapſing into a diſeaſe which is Epidemical to your Country, and dothſo 
infeeble mens minds, that they know not when yp: are well, and dorh 
2 ſome- 
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for bimſelf. 
+ Self deniak 


j} A Lover of 
Strangers. 


ſometimes ſo inrage them, that they do not think themſelves well unleſs they 
ſee others ill ; which is a helliſh kind of Diſtemper. I have heard that you, 
Polymachins, was much offended when /ganaiton was ſick of this diſeaſe,and 
would nor quietly enjoy his own liberty until he had depriv'd you of yours; 
and yet you and Dyſareſtus having gotten power into your hands, would 
not let him enjoy his. You pronounc'd your ſe:f in the right,und eſteem'd 
that a ſufficient warrant for your peace,when Aganaton condemn'd you for 
Error; and now you will not give him that leave to judge for himſelf, 
which you took before. He thinks he is in the right, and you fay, you 
know you are not in the wrong : you may be miſtaken ; you ſee the Confi- 
denceof the Perſon isno ſure proof of the truth of the Opinion. Each of 
you is as confident as the other, and if one believe any one of you, two of 
youare deceived, But ſuppoſe you be not miſtaken, will you proſecute a- 
nother for not knowing ſo much as you do ? And if you ſay he may know 
if he will,or he doth know, but he is obſtinate ; If that be a good plea, could 
not Aganattor have juſtly made uſe of it againſt y-u when you were the ſuf- 
terers, and complain'd of your uſage as injuſt * You ought to have ſo much 
Charity, as to be willing to grant that to others which in. times of neceſſity 
you ask'd for your ſelves. Take heed of Violence, Friends, and prefer the 
ſafety of all before a hazardous ventureof what you have, and may con- 
fortably keep, for the unrighteous acquiſt of more then is your due. Thoſe 
are-mad people who when they are fallen out, will rather kill one another 
then be parted. 

Concerning Forms of words be not too trayſpleſome. You have a Book 
at home which is half Febrew, half Greek ; n at the Confeſſion of your 
Faith. Be not imperious in impoſing your Interpretations of doubtful Ex- 
prefſions upon ſuch as underſtand themnot. When you have a mind to be 
zealous, expreſs your Heat in thoſe famous and undoubted Inſtances of 
Goodneſs, True Piety, Charity, Righteouſneſs ard ſober Prudence, which 
are written in your Book with great Letters. had a!::oft forgotten * Heay- 
to, who ſtands committed Priſoner to + Autoparnes ; it is fit, that he ſhould 
never be releas'd. To manifeſt the Juſtice of ſuch a ſharp Cenſure, he gave 
them a Lift of ſuch horrid Accuſations, that they were very unwilling to 
read them. 

Here Beztivolioended his Diſcourſe, entreating them to receive favoura- 
bly what he had propounded witha fincere regara to their Happineſs, They 
gave him thanks for his Good-will, and promis'd to take his Advice into 
their ſerious conſideration. The day being far ſpent, Bextivotio took his 
leave of them, and accompanied {{ranra and Panaretus unto the Houſe of the 
moſt courteous} Philoxerns. 
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= 5 a Traveller, after he hath ſojourned a 
| good while in a forreign Country, doth na- 
turally defire to return to his Native ſoil ; 
and when he finds parts abroad far inferior 
to the reports which wade him travail, the 
Air being unhealthful, or the Manners of 
the peop'e unſuitable to his Diſpoſition , 
and that the diverſions of the place do make 
no confiderable Compenſation for his Pa- 
tience ; he grows weary of his ſtay, heigh- 
tens the value of his Home by,every incon- 

| venience of his abſence, and quickens his 
deſires of departure proportionably : So it was with Bentivolio and his 
Companions ; for though they never eſteem'd the Countries through which 
they paſs'd asgood as Theoprepia, yet they had now found them fo nuch 
worle then their ExpeGation , that their longer continuance in them grew 
tedious, and they fancied nothing but a ſafe return as the Price and Conſo- 
ktion of their weariſome Pilgrimage. 

Philoxenus and Ontagathus had ſo ordered their affairs, that they wert jugs 
ready to goalong with them ; of which their gueſts were not a little glad , frangers. 
for they had found ſuch Truth of Love and Reality of Goodneſs in them _—_ gens 
both, that they thought it impoſſible to have better Company. 


Ontagathus 


— —— 


IIoO 


Bentivolio and Ciranta. | Book IV. 


© The late of 
Hypocrifie, 


b Mire. 


C Pride of 
beart, 


d Strife. 


e One who con- 


Ontagaths was their Guide through that part of * /anaſembla where they 
were to go ; for he knew the Country, and concuded them by a dired Path, 
which leaving the muddy Lake call'd > Bozborus upon one hand,and the high 
Rokcs of < Hypſicardton upon the other, leads (trait forward into Theoprepia. 
After they had travail'd ſome hours with ſuch a pace as 15* proper for a 
Journey, they came to the Top of a riſing ground, from whence they had 
a fair Proſped into a pleaſant Dale call'd The Valley of * Agor ; and there 
they were accoſted with ſuch a ſight as ſtruck them with great admiration, 
It wasan encounter berweena ſprightly Youth call'd © Nicomachas, and one 


"my in fight. f Piraſtes, whoſe looks were more courteous than his intentions, asappear'd 


P. | Timper, 


Vertue. 
e begins a 
5 as 2 c0x8- 
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ſent with vice. 


h Sloth. 


by the effects of his converſe. 


Nicomachus had deſign'd a journey into Theoprepra the Higher, where the 
beautiful * 4hete dwelt, upon whoin he had beſtow'd his affections ſo en- 
tirely, that it was truly reported of him that he loved nothing but her, Pz- 
raſtes having underſtood his purpoſe, refolv'd to do his utmoſt to hinder 
the execution of it. He had three Kinſwomen, which though they were 
ſo inferior to the incomparable Arete, that all thetr Eeauties put together 
would not make fo much as afit reſemblance of her leaſt Excellencies , yer 
he would needs think them all worthy of Nzcomachas his affections : and he 
was {0 indifferent in his deſires as to any one of the Three, that he had 
commanded them all to do their beſt tro procure his Love, imagining to 
himſelf abundance of pleaſure if any of them could prevail. Their 
Names were * Narke, * Paruſe and k Orexis. Piraſtes was more willing to 


i Thar which is hinder this Journey, becauſe he was afraid that if Nicomachus had once 
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ſeen Theoprepis, he ſhould never beable to perſwade him back to Vanaſem- 

ble. He endeavour'd to deterr him frem his undertaking by many miſre- 
preſentations of the Country, which he made the moſt unlovely part of 
the world: and finding that courſe unſucceſsful, (for Nicomachus was not 
fooliſhly credulous,) and knowing that he could not force him to go back 
with him by a compulſive power, (for Nicomachus was ſo ſtrong , that none 

might conſtrain him to any thing againſt his will, ) therefore he procured 
theſe three Girls to aſſiſt him with their devices. They had provided them- 

ſelves with many Charms, and were willing to do any thing for Piraſtes , 

both becauſe their hopes did much depend upon him, and becauſe he gave 

them good rewards for their ſervice; and he was as willing to imploy them, 

becauſe they had often ſerv'd him with good ſucceſs: and indeed they were 

ſo skilful in their Art, that if the perſon whom they aſſaulted did not very 

well knowhis way, and had not ſet a firm reſolution to keep it, they would' 
inveigle him back again. They gave ſuch proof of their power upon N7- 

comachus , which ſhow'd they wereno Punies ; though being overmatch'd 

with an unequal Combatant, it prov'd ineffeGual. If one have a watchful 

Mind, atrue Faith, andan upright Heart free from Hypocrifie, they can 

do nothing. 

Narke had a box of Sweet Powder,which being caſt into the air produc'd 
ſuch an intoxicating perfume, that ſuchas rook in the ſent thereof were apt 
preſently to fall aſleep. There is no Antidote againſt it but an excellent 
ſort of Sneezing-powder call'd | Melezta which doth utterly fruſtrate its 
force. She had alſo divers Gall-traps in her hand, which ſhe vs'd to 
throw in narrow paſſages of the way. They were Palls ſet round wich 
ſuch ſharp pricks, that thoſe which -were deſtitute of juſt preparations 


for their journey , and were not guarded with a reſoly'd Patience, 
, were 
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were not able togo over them. ohe did uſe a'ſo to meer pallengers upon 
the Rode,and te! them ſtrange ſtories of Eions and Bears, which ſhe affirm'd 
co be in the way 3 and of defperate Hi:ls which could not be climb'd with- 
out peril of breaking ones neck ; andof impaſſub.c Lopgs in ſeveral p'aces 
which ſeem'd to be firm ground : by which means fhe d:d often ſo enteeble 
the minds of ſimple peop!e, that they would return with her, who made 
them a prey to Piraſtes, in whole Caite they were kept Pritoners. For her 
fair pretences were {0 inwardly malicious, that though the could conquer 
none but ſuch as fooliſhly yielded chemſelves up to her ailurements, ſheal- 
waies undid the ſelf-taken Captives. 

When ſhe pereeiv'd that theſe and ſuch like Charms would not prevail 
upon Nicomachns, who had arm'd himſelf for greater Afaults, ſhe cail'd 
to her Companion * Par#ſa tor aſſiſtance ; who came furrh witha ſplendid * preſent 
Coronet upon her head , a go:cen Hook, in her Hand, and a basket of © leaſures 
Atalanta's Apples upon her Arm, and attempted Aiomachus with muchen- 
treaty to accept of a Civility which many that pals'd that way did not re- 
fuſe, which was only to divert himſelf a while at her houſe, which was in 
ſight upon the Edge of a Hill joyning to the Valley of + Agon. * Nico- + Swije 
machus with many thank's wav'd her ofler,al!edging that he had not travaii'd * ue that e- 
ſo faras to needa Bair, and that he had fo far to go, that he could not ſtay fy 
to accept of it ; and therefore deſired her that in ſtead of offering a Cour- 
teſie ſhe would nat do him a Hindrance. Alas, Sir, quoth ſhe, you need 
not make ſuch haſte : peradventure the place whether you are going will 
not give you ſuch welcome as I ſhal!. It is not fit, replied Nicomachus , 
to undervaluethe favour which I cannot accept, by comparing it with 06- 
thers: The Country whether I am going ſhall content me with the meaneſt 
welcome : If I can but arrive ſafe to it,] ſeek no more. It ſeems then you 
have heard great matters concerning it, quoth Paruſa. I have, ſaid Nco- 
machus. To which Paruſe anſwer'd, I ſee aſmal!l Evidence of Truth, will 
content a man of an eafie Faith. The Reports concerning that Theoprepia 
are ſo difterent, and the Excellencies of it are ſo weekly aſſured by any 
that I have heard talk of it, that for my own part I wonder any wiſe man 
ſhould ever move a ſtep out of this pleaſant place upon ſuch uncertain in- 
formations, I perceive you area pretender to Vertue, and a rival Lover 
of the Lady Arete, which makes you ſo ſqueamiſh to receive the entertain- 
ments which I offer ; and according to the guiſe of vour Partners,you think 
your ſelves oblig'd for her ſake to abandon this preſent World, and then 
preſume that you have done ſuch a great matter, that you ſhail not fail to be 
rewarded for it in Theoprepta. 


Some of your FaGction are ſo high-minded, that they applaud their Feit- 
city In the Love of Arete with arrogant words , and dote ſo much upon 
her Perſon, that they will make laviſh proteſtations that they care for no 
Portion. This they may the better ſay, becauſe ſhe hath bur little. Bur 
if ſhe were accompanied with a great Dowry, they pretend it would not 
make her more lovely to them ; and therefore (lighting ſuch common Mo- 
tives, as they call them, they avow that he is no true lover of Arete, who 
needs ſuch poor Incentives of his affe&ion, and that Love which doth de- 
fire any Addition with her is not Co generous as to become her Suitors. For 
my own part ] wonder at their ſtupidity, that they ſhould talk of not lo- 
ving that which makes their Miſtreſs more delirable, and that they ſhould 
not underſtand the folly of their affectionate Temper: for though, 

like 
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* Vertue, 


like fire, it way ſhine bright for a while, yet it muſt needs go out, ſince 
they reject the tewel which ſhould ſupply it with new Vigour. Put cthers 
which have ſeen this youthful heat evaporate , being made more wary by 
their Experience, ſay, that though * Arete's perſon 1s as amiable as any 
Creature can be, yer ſhe was never ſo deſpis'd by her Father as to be de- 
nied a Portion, and that it is ſuch, as only Arete 15 v.orthy of it. But when 
thoſe which do not underſtand that ſhe hath any at all demand har it is, 
they ſay it is moſt in Reverſion : and when they are ask'd, where it lies, 
they reply, in Theoprepra ; not in this World, though that is all they ever 
ſaw, but in another, of which they give ſuch an 1yperfe& account, that 
I think this ſort of Wooers is a:mo!t as filiy as thoſe which wou'd make us 


- believe that they love Arete without a Portion, ſince they know not 


t 4 Conqueroy 
in fight. 


what it is, nor underſtand that ſhe hath any at all, but by hear- 
lay. 
9 ſhe was going to ſay more, Anger began to ſparkle in the eyes of the 
good + Nicemachas, hearing Theoprepia b!'aſphem'd, and the Noble 4rete 
diſhonourably repreſented ; and he ſtop'd her with this ſiarc Reply. 
Hold thy tongue, prophane Nymph: thou haſt ſaid nothing but what I 
can diſprove, neither-haſt thou offer'd any thing but what I know to be a 
Vanity. I have had experience of the falſhood of all Senſible things : they 
make a great Show indeed, and promite largely ; but they have ſtil! made 
ſuch untrue performances, that I wi:] never truſt them any more. And 
though you cenſure it as an Abſurdity in thoſe that pretend to love Arete 
for her perſon, and think you have found a groſs Soleciſm in their Af- 
fections ; alas! you do but ſhew your own Ignorance : For, is not Beatty 
lovely in it ſelf? Are not all fair things, by the nature of their Being , 
amiable ? You way as well uſe other words, and fay that Lovelineſs is not 
amiable. That Vertue which you diſparage 1s the Peauty of the Soul , 
and hath an Effential Pulchritude in 1ts Conſtitution, without any refer- 
ence to any thing but it ſelf; as the natural unlovelineſs of Bodily defor- 
mity is acknowledged not to depend upon external appurtenances. But 
you would teach Nature ſome new Leſſons , and' have it work upon new 
Princip'es, and make us believe that a perſon of incomparable Beauty 
doth not rationally move any affeGion in the beholders, till they have 
enquir'd whether her Handſomneſs be accompanied with an equal Fortune. 
Away with your groſs Ignorance. If one haply fall into the converſes of 
a Wiſe and Vertuous man, who, concealing his name, doth by prudent Dif- 
courſes and good Actions ſhew the Excellency of his Accompliſhments ; 
you would not have us ſet any value upon his worth in this ſimple Conſide- 
ration, till we be afſured that he is an&of the richeſt men in the Country 
where he dwel!s. I wonder you had not made ſome ſcruple alſo about the 
Parentage of the Divine Arete. Bur as it is a known Truth that ſhe is 
nobly deſcended ; ſo if it were doubted, the unpara'lel'd graces which 
ſhine in her Compoſition would give.a clear Evidence of. her Original. 
She is of ſuch an Excellent Underſtanding , noble Diſpoſition, and al- 
waies converſant in ſuchhonourable Actions, that ſhe is admired by all 
bur ſuch as never krew her. Put becauſe ſhe ſhould not be diſeſteem'd 
in the world for want of ſuch an Appendage as a Portion, her Father hath en- 
dow'd her above any other of his Children: for they, have but an Annujey 
our of his Eſtate for life, or ſome ſinall Penſion determinable upon the ex- 
ſpiration of a few years ; but her's is an Immortal Inheritance, exceeding 


the reft both in Value and Duration; which he beſtow'd ſo liberally upon 
her 
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her, becauſe he perceiv'd ſhe was moſt worthy of it, and would improve 
it to the'beſt uſes. This Eſtate you depreſs under the diſgraceful termof an 
uncertain Reverſion, not knowing that her great Fortunes are proportion'd 
ro the vait meaſures of her Father's riches, and the extent of his ſingular Af- 
fection towards her. 

The Uncertainty which you objected, I ſuppoſe you refer either to the 
Value of her Eſtate, or the truth of her Title. As to the Title, he which 
never did nor ever could deceive, promiſed it to her by word of mouth, 
and before he died ſet it down in his Wl, which he ſeal'd befbre many ho- 
nourable Witneſſes with his own Blood. As concerning the Value of the 
Eſtate, he declar'd thus much ro her,that it was ſo great, that if it ſhould 
be reporced to her, ſhehad not a ſufficient underſtanding till ſhe ſhould 
come to her full age to comprehend it. Which Infiniteneſs of Worth nor 
drawn into a particular re'ation muſt needs tranſcend any little inheritance 
circumſcrib*d with narrow inſtances, and bounded with the ſinall dimen- 
fions of our ſhort apprehenfions. It is fit it ſhould be Eternal, becauſe 


* Arete is Immortal. What ſhould one that is wade to live for ever do » pre. 


with a periſhable Eſtate? She hath enough 1n preſent poſſeſſion to keep 
her whilſt ſhe is in her Non-age, ſutable to her Birth and Quality: for her 
allowance is ſo vaſt that no Princes upon Earth equalsit. How ſhall [ 
reckon the particulars that conſtitute her preſent Felicity ? Peace of Soul, 
Harmony with Nature, Improvement of Mind , Beautiful Health, true 
Honour, ſolid Joyes, Freedom from Error, Converſe with her Father 
in the other world by Letters, frequent Tokens ſent by Angelical 
Meſſengers, Liberty of Spirit, Contempt of Mortality, and ſuch 
like. 

Though her Father would not give a perfe& Inventory of her Future E- 
ſtate, there was great reaſon for that, though you do not underſtand it ; for 
by this means he hath prudently conſulted for his Daughters Honour. If he 
had fully reveal'd the riches of her Fortune, every baſe-ſpirited perſon 
would have made love to her, and fhe ſhould have wanted a Tryal of her 
Suitors Ingenuity. Such wou!d then have pretended that they could love 
none but her, who now can love any that hath wealth and worldly Quality: 
nay peradventure ſome would have courted her that are ſo cheaply conſti- 
tured, that they would think themſelves highly honoured by a ſmile from 
thee, Paruſa, who haſt nothing but an Eſtate for life, and that of ſo ſivall 
value, that I think a man of a very ordinary Judgement may eafily find rea- 
ſons enow to deſpiſe it. Ir was fit that ſuch as wooe Arete ſhould bring 
noble Aﬀections, and thoſe they do ſomething diſcover by making love toa 
Virgin of a conceal*d Dowry : which was never hid to cheat any true Lo- 
ver, but to keep off falſe Difſemblers. He who ſhall be ſo happy as to enjoy 
her, will find himſelf ſo well contented with the Experiment of what was 
promiſed, that the ExpeQation of her future Revenues will not be trouble- 
ſome; and it will pleaſe him alſo to ſee himſelf made more acceptable to 
Arete and her Father, by the proof which they have receiv*d of his ingenu- 
ous Aﬀections. 


Upon this Reply « Paruſe bluſh'd and retired; and * Pzraſtes, ina great a rr+{ent good. 
fear leſt his proje& ſhould utterly fail, came forth of a Thicket of Myrtles, * 7h rempier., 


where he lay in Ambuſh to ſee how things would go, and, if need were, 
to ſuccour the weakneſs of. his Complices. He accoſted icomachus with a 
Speech fram'd to expreſs a mixture of Love and Anger : he began thus ; 
In ſooth, young man, your preſence would wake one think you more 


Q civil 
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civil than your aGions doallow you to be. You ſeem to be careful of Ver- 

tue, and yet you underſtand the nature of it ſo little, that you make no 

ſcruple of doing Wrong. Though you would make us believe that you are 

one of the Sons of Wiſdom, yet I ſee you have need ſtill to unlearn your | 

Folly. You abandon your own Good , and cannot but be unreaſonable 

in what you delign, ſince you have not the uſe of that moſt famous princi- 

ple of Nature, Self-love. What Right will you perform to others, who 

have no charity for your ſelf ? You pretend that you ought to love thoſe 

which hate you, and yet hate thoſe that love you. But though you take a 

pride in loving your Enemies, and count it the Top of PerfeQions , 

yet what need you multiply your Enemies, by exFxreſling your Incivility ? 

You have enough already : or ſince you boaſt of loving thoſe which donor 

love you, do you make that a diſpenſation for your ſlighting of thoſe that do? 

+ Xatural 44: What? have you abandon'd your faithful ſervant Orexts? She was, as you 

petites know, coinmitted to your care by her Parents, who believing the eruth of 

that great reſpe& which you often expreſs'd for her, durſt have truſted 

her very life in the pleaſure of your Will. You ſaid, ſhe ſhould beas dear 

to you as youare to your ſelf. You did ſometimes manifeſt a great regard 

of your promiſe, and ſeem'd to employ much care for her Welfare : and 

becauſe her Eſtate was often troubled with litigious Controverſies, when 

any of her concernments were under queſtion, you would get leave to be 

Arbitrator of the difference, by promiſes of an impartial Sentence ; but 

for the moſt part gave the Verdid for her, whatever Reaſon ſaid to the con- 

trary. What hath chang'd your mind ? Hath ſhe offended you ? or is the 

Offence ſo great that it may not be pardoned? If you would not forgive it, 

could you not have order'd a more moderate puniſhment than to baniſh her 

from your company ? which you muſt needs acknowledge to be Cruelty, 

ſince you know that ſhe will die if ſhe be caſt out of yeur Favour. I] met 

her the other day in a moſt miſerable plight, and ſhe did not ſtick to com- 

plain of you ; which ſhe would not have done, but that yu had pitifully 

negleged her, and that ſhe hath no hope of redreſs but from the ſar: hand 

* Fertue; Chat inflifted the harm. See what an unjuſt love you beſtow upon that 
82 * Arete, which makes you thus unmerciful to every body elſe ! 

@ Natural Ap- By that time he had faid this, * Orexis, who underſtood her time, ap» 

kites pear'd, but to the great grief of Nicomachws ; for * Piraſteshis talk, and 

2 The tempit7. the preſence of Orexis did work upon him ſo powerfully, as if they had 

been within his heart, and turn'd his affe&ions about withas much eaſe, as 

if they had got into their hand that Helm of the Soul by which Nature 

ſtears what courſe ſhe pleaſes. Having hearken'd a little longer to their 

diſcourſes, which were made up of intreaties to ſtay preſented by Orexis, 

2 Preſet ples. and reaſons to diſſwade his going forward urg'd by Pirsſtes, pull'd by *Pa- 

; x r7uſa, clogg'd by * Narke, and. hindred by them all, he ſtood affeted with 

eos ſuch contrary motions, as we ſee expreſs'd upon the balance of a pair of 

Scales when by a violent blow it is made to waver this way and that, Di- 

verſity of cunning ſtories began to work upon his Credulity ; falſerepre- 

ſentations of things dazell'd his eyes, and intricate queſtions made him 

doubt the reaſonableneſs of his Reſolutions ; plain things involv'd with 

perplex'd Circumſtances enfeebl*d his choice ; and,in ſhort, he was brought 

to that paſs, that he began to diſpute with himſelf whether he ſhould go 

forward or backward: and thus he ſtood a while, taking time to pauſe 

upon his thoughts, but ſore diſtreſs'd with the difficulties of contrary per- 


fyafions. 
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* Piraſtes ſeeing his charms begin to work, thought it great Imprudence 
to neglect ſo happy an Opportunity to perfect what he had begun, and ſaid; 
Nicomachus, you ſee how you are afflicted with the change of your Aﬀeci- 
ons : what can you Expect bur a worſe conclution of theſe diſaſtrous begin- 
nings ? your afieGion to * Arete is too exceſſive ; Vertue conſiſts in the Mean 
berween two Extremes : Your Immoderation is irregular, your Violence 
unnatural. You blow the coa's of your love ſo fiercely, that though you 
wake the flame more ſcorching for a while, yet it will make it go ſconer out. 
Loveleſs, and you will love better and longer. You love Areteunvertu- 
ouſly. But it may be you are willing enough to retune, but for the ſhame 
of Apoſtaſie. That fear is needleſs: who ſhall reproach you for coming back, 


* The Tempter, 


® Pertue, 


but ſuch as peradventure have not gone ſo far themſelves? Say that + Orexis t A4ppetize, 


and I compell'd you to return. All men will pardon a Fault which they ſee 
to be ſo natural, that it is in a warner neceſſary. Prove to all that cenſure 
this action, that it was impoſſible to go forward over ſo many hinderan- 
ces as lay in the way ; and then they will confeſs, it was noSin to come 
back. 

Here I muſt needs take notice ofan Accident which was very wonderful. 
Bentivolio and thoſe which were with him obſerv'd that all the while N- 
machus kept on his pace towards Theoprepra, he ſeem'd to be cloath'd witha 
garment of Light,and his words ſeem'd to be pointed with ſharp rayes, as 
he ſpoke to®* Narke and® Parnſa in the beginning of the Confli& ; but that 
now one fide of him was grown dark, and that he made ſucha kind of 
ſhow as the Moon doth when one half is eclips'd. Upon which fight 
Urania , gueſſing the true reaſon of this change,expreſs'd the Compaſſions 
which ſhe had for one whoſe caſe ſhe judg'd very pitiful, in theſe words; 
Yon young man ſeems to be agitated with the Vicifſitudes of Rational 
and Senſitive Appetites : and I am affraid that the choice of Vertue is 
dull'd in his Soul by the force of Tentation, and that he inclines too 
much towards the ſolicitation of his worſe part. God grant that he do 
not believe the falſe Tempter, and that he which now ſtands ſtill, do nor 
go back with thoſe Traitors, but return ſpeedily to himſelf and Theo- 

Yepia. 

F She had ſcarce finiſh'd the words of her ſhort Prayer for Nithomachus, 
which the reſt of the Travailers accompanied with their Hearts, but they ſay 
the Light environ him round about again ; of which they were very glad, 
not doubting but God had heard their Prayer, and ſav'd the Tempted 
Paſſenger. Then he began to talk again, having recover'd his courage, after 
this manner, (which I will ſet down; and if I forget ſome of his words 
yet I am ſure I do not injure the ſenſe of his Reply.) Piraſtes, are you 
ſo vex*d with the Imprudence of your Fault and the miſery into which 
your Sin hath thrown you, that'you envie all that ſtand in the Happt- 
neſs of that Grace which God hath beſtaw'd upon them? Are you ſo evil, 
that you are offended becauſe God is good ? Will the multitude of Com- 
panions , whom you draw into your Pit, alleviate the Torments which 
you ſuffer there? Are you ſo walicioufly deviliſh as ro make ſport with 
the Infelicities of others, which are in a great meaſure due to your 
Faults? But though you are ſo il!-minded, you ſhall not makea prey of 
me. Doth not humane nature miſcarry too eaſily of it ſelf through Tguo- 
rance or Incogitancy, and doth it not go aſtray faſt enough through falſe 
Opinions, unleſs you hurry it on by your provocations ? But how noble 
youare in your Profters! Would you conſign me for a Companion of that 
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ſleepy Hagg, Narke? or, ſince ſhe will not give content, muſt Parsſa be her 
Second ? No, Paruſa, I have receiv'd a plaſs from Theoprepia, by which 

I can ſee beyond the preſentneſs of this world. And for this * Orexis which 
you talk of ſo paſlionately, did Lever take her otherwiſe than as ſhe was 
commended for a faithful ſervant? or did I deprive her of that Office in my 
houſe, till ſhe quarrel'd with the Loves which I had entertain'd for * Areze, 
and declar'd that ſhe highly ſcorn'd her for a Miſtreſs ? Ir's true, I often 
took her part, defended her concernments, and made my Judgment give 
way to her Deſires ; but I will do ſono more: a former Miſtake is no pre- 
ſcription for future Errours, She hath reveal'd her infidelity by many a- 
buſes; and I have noreaſon to truſt one rhat hath often deceiv'd me. I 
endeavour to love my Enemies ; þut not in ſuch inſtances as to make me 
Enemy and Traitor to wy ſelf. I could never be quiet for her unreaſona- 
ble demands : She is not to be ſatisfied with granting, but denying her im- 
modeſt cravings. 1 will never receive her again, but upon her promiſe 
to recant her Arrogance, and to ſubmit her ſelf in all duty to Arete, 
whom upon her knees ſhe ſhall ask forgiveneſs before ſhe be pardon- 
ed. 

- But what do I talk thus long with ſuch as you are ? Away * xe : do 
not think chat I am ignorant who you are, Retire and hide thy ſhame in 
the darkneſs of thy Infernal Grott. Crooked Serpent, doſt thou think 
by ſubtile arguments to wind me out of my way to Blefſednes ? Thy Per- 
ſwaſions are not forcible: Thy Fraud is very eaſily diſcovered. Doſt 
thou teach me the way to hate by remitting wy preſent affe&ion ? and en- 
deavoureſt to put me into a ſuſpition of loving one too much whom I am 
ſure that I can never loveenough ? I need not fear exceſs in AﬀeGion , 
when the Obje& makes it impoſſible ; except I chuſe falſe inſtances, or uſe 
due expreſſions indiſcreetly : for then I ſhall love my Happineſs with all 
my Heart, þut not with all my Mind; and ſo in ſtead of the whole, by 
dividing wy ſelf fondly I ſhall give but half, and fo offer to the God of 
Love an Unreaſonable Sacrifice. But I muſt be moderate inmy AﬀeGions, 
left I exceed (forſooth) that Mediocrity in which the nature of Vertue, 
is founded. Youare very Philoſophical , Pzraſtes ; and I grant that Ver- 
tue is ſometimes beſet with enemies 6n both ſides, and that it is a fault if 
the Soul reſtrain not the ardencies of affection, becauſe many times the Ob- 
ze& upon which they are beſtow'd is not worthy of them. But it is a falſe 
Rule, if ithe univerſally applied ; for it holds not inreſpe& of God , 
who is the Principal Qbje& of Love : and how much he abhors a Luke- 
warm Tewper you have heard before now. It is Vertue it ſelf to exalt 
our love to the higheſt degree when God is ObjeR ; ard it is moſt prudent 
to affe& him with exceſs of paſſion, becauſe that Intenſion is but propor- 
tionable to his unmeaſurable Goodneſs: Shall I think thoſe contracted 
affeGions worthy of my Beſt Good, which I may beſtow lawfully upon 
every Token that I receive from him? Are ſome lame Velleities a vertuqus 
purſuit of the Chief Good ? or, Is it enough to have begunto love him 


whom weare toloveeternally ? will the treading a few ſteps countervail 


for perſeverance in our journey to our laſt and beſt Home ? Thou would- 
eſt have me ſo ſottiſh as to think I had finiſh'd my journey, becauſe I have 
gone part of my way. What elſe can it mean that I ſhould ſeek comfore 
in a vain return, becauſe I have gone farther than others ? Should I remic 
wy affection, that I might take breath and deliberate fooliſhly about ſo 
great a neceſſity as wy Salvation, which is the Feſt Good of which we 

capable ? 
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capable ? As wiſely might one ask advice, whether it be Prudence to endea- 
vour tobe Happy. And lince the Goodneſs of my Creator hath made Felicity 
aitainable, ſhali I beſtow no other exerciſe of wy Will upon it, than upon 
ſome Good which is impoſſible ? For that alſo I may deſire with the imper- = 
<& action of a weak Velleity, No, * Piraftes, * Theoprepia is my Happine(; ; a The Timpzer. 
and fince it is defign'd for me, I will ngt reſt tili | come to it. as —_— 
Since thou didfſt talk ſomething to little purpoſe concerning the ſhame of 

returning, I will take a ſlight notice of thoſe words: What ? doſt thou con- 
ccive that I would moſt willingly be miſerable,but for thediſgrace of Apa- 
ſalie?and wouldſt thou have me take off that, by pleading the Compulſion of 
external Force?No, Piraſtes,that will not do it. Why ſhouldſt thouendeavaur 
to make me give credit to that which thou doſt not believe thy ſelf? T am of 
that Conſticution which my Maker hath plac'd above the juriſdiction of 
Compulſfion, and thou doſt know it:T defire not to be miſerable, though wy 
unhappineſs ſhould not be joyn'd with wy faule;bur ſince I am free from Con- 
ſtrainr, I cannot be undone but by my own Will.Shall I call that by the falſe 
name of Compulſion,when I conſent to the defign,and make my bodily pow- 
ers contribute to its execution?My action in the Return would not be invo- 
luntary, unleſs thou didſt carry me away upon thy back; nor then neither, if 
I were willing to be ſo carryed. 

The Difficulties of Tentation, which thou didfſt alſo mention, leaving no 
ſtone untur'd where thou haſt any hope to find a means of my harm,are of no 
ſuch efficacy with me; for though they grow much ſtronger by their Sywpa- 
thies with my Fleſhiy Appetite, yet they are not of that force either to ex- 
cuſe Viceor make Vertue unattainable, but are appointed for another more 
excellent End. What ? doth Tentation take a man from himſelf? Or doth that 
which heightens the price of Vertue,and aſſures and encreaſeth the Reward, 
diſannul our Duty? What is Vertue good for but to raiſe our lower inclina- 
tions, and toovercome the evil ſpirit which domineers over this wicked 
world? What ſerves our Underſtanding for, but to diſcover the fallacy of 
worſe ſatisfaGions,& to make them unlegible, when by comparing them with 
others it doth ſhow that they are manifeſtly prejudicial ? Is not our Wil a 
Rational Appetite givenus to preponderate our powers to ſuch ations as 
Reaſon pronounceth good ? And though ſome flight inconvenience may ac- 
company the Good which Reaſon propounds, and ſome Benefit may be 
joyn'd with the Ill which the Appetite defires; yet, Is not the leſs ill of the 
two a great good inreſped of the other?and ſhall I not form my choice ac- 
cordingly?I know it isnatural to gratifie the Body,for which thou haſt made 
ſo many Orations;and I do it when its demands are reaſonable,and when I do 
nat ſee great reaſon for the contrary: but it muſt neverbe done to the preju» 
dice of the Sonl. Whoſe Will ſhall be perfornyd? that ofthe Maſter or the Ser- 
vant? Why doſt thou, by the help of Orex:s,endeavour to impreſs upon my 
Mind ſucha fair repreſentation of fleſhly Objeds,and to obſcure the beauti» 
ful Image of Vertue? My fix'd Will ſhall purſue its love,and excite my Mind 
to reaſſume the Contemplation of true Goodneſs;and to further my better 
ſort of affe&ion with a clearer ſight of that which I cannot forget atd be 
happy- I do not only foreſee the Excellent End of my deſigned journey, 
which moves my Will to undertake it ; but I perceive alſo the meliority of 
my choice above all thy Contra-propoſals: and I will uſe the fame Under- 
ſtanding to dire& me how I may obtain my End, by which I am convinc'd 
it is neceſſary that I ſhould perſevere in the uſe of Means. 


Ey 
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By this which I have faid thou ſeeſt of what inconſiderable oppoſition 
thoſe rubs are which thou haſt put in my way to make the paths of Vertue 
unpaſiable,& return to Vice exauſable.No,they make the choiceof our duty 
more commendable,Obedience more noble, & the Reward proportionable. 
All Excellent things have difficulty annexed to chem. it's a tign of Strength, 
when a man isnot overcome by ſuch things as of their own nature are apt to 
vanquiſh our reſiſtances. Do not think by the difficulty of ſome means to make 
me {light that which could never be eaſily attain'd: The Excellency of that 
End which I have propounded to my ſelf is ſo tranſcendent, that it ſweetens 
the moſt harſh Means, and makes any thing that doth further my defign ac- 
ceptable. I am not one of thoſe falſe Cowards, who when they are tempted 
think they are plac'd between a bare neceſſity of doing well and unconque- 

' rablealluremenrs to do ill, & then cry eut feebly,If to fi be fweet,and not to 
fiw neceſſary why is Nature ſo imperfett as to diſobey the Law,or the Law ſo ſe- 
were 4s to hurt Nature? Away with this witty Hypocrifie. Shall a man eſteem 
hisduty imfoſlible, becauſe it is caſte to fin? Or canany think themſelves 
good, whilſt Vertue is unpleaſant ? He is never neceſſitated to fin who is al- 
waiesaſſiſted by a divine Spirit;and a good mans temper is ſo form'd that no- 
thing is ſo ſweet as obedience,to which Tryal is no ContradiGion, but Evi- 
dence.The fire refines true Gold ; but the metal which is diſcovered to be 

- Braſs by the Furnace, was ſo before. it may be,ſuch counterfeit reaſonsas you 
have alledged'will paſs currently with ſuch as are deprav'd with habitual 
Sin,and have enſlav'd themſelves to irregular Paſſions; but to reGified Souls, 
which have always the moſt ſerene apprehenſion, tt is in vain to offer Appea- 
rances for truth: For they will examine whether that which is call'd Good 
be True ;and will try whether that which is commended for the Beft, beſo 
indeed ; and will not judge of things as they are repreſented by. the falſe 
light which Paſſion holds, or as they are coloured by Tentation. Be gone, 

. Juggler, or elſe I will break all your falſe glafſes:you ſha!l not inſlave the Li- 
berty of my Will tobrutiſh Appetite: I will not for the vain jollity of foon- 
fading Pleaſures,loſe the ſprightly Temper of a holy Soul,nor be depriv'd of 
the true Joy of one that hath refus'd to fin when it was pleaſant. 

a The tempt. When IVicomachus had done ſpeaking, *Piraſtes vaniſh'd,” Paruſa turn'd a- 
he Hreſent ple#- way with great indignation,*Varke fell down in a ſwoon:andas Nicomachus 
© Sloth, went away, 4 Orexis follow'd him at ſome ſmall diſtance with a dejeged 
* Appetite. countenance, intending as ſhe afterward dec)ared, to ſubmit her ſelf to the 
> Pertae., Lady Arete. = 

Bentivolis and his fellow-travailers having patiently awaited the conc]u- 
ſion of the Combate,& much rejoycing at ſo happy an ifſue of a doubrful Try- 
al,made haſte after Aicomachus;and when they had overtaken him,congratu- 
lated the happy Vicory which he had lately obtain'd ; which they did the 
more Paſſionately,becauſe they had been ſpedators of the Fight.He return'd 
thanks to them after ſuch a manner as ſhow'd that his Triumph was only in 
God, to whoſe Grace he aſcribed his Conqueſt. They underſtanding his 
purpoſe for Theoprepia,gladly encreas'd their number with one more, whom 
they had good reaſon to admit for a fellow-Travailer.In a few hours they 

« Svife, PaſS'dthe Valley of *Agos, andenter'd into the borders of * Theoprepia: 
b The Divine When they had gone but alittle way into the Country,they perceiv'd ſuch 
on; a change of the Soil and Air,that they ſeem'd to be come into another world. 
© Bumnilay, Though the ground was not high (for that part of the Country was call'd, 
« Midark, Thehumble Valley of cTapinophroſyne) yet itwas not clouded with ſuch thick 
Foggs as infeſted * Pammelena,and made it both dark and unhealthful.Ic was 
bleſt 


_— 
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leſt with a ſerene Air,ever free from Storms ; ne! her was it rrovbl-d with 
the ſtifling heats of © Agazelus;but was 1 weetnes with freſh Breezes which «© rang we 
came from thoſe healthful Hills which Jay round alout it, Though it was /=tin. 
low, it was firm, and it had no Boggs. The Earth was wonderful fertile,be- 
ing watered with many ſtreams which deſcended from a great common 
Spring, which by and by I ſhall have occaſion to deſcribe. As they fate upon 
the green banks of a little Rivolet, and had retreth'd themſelves with cry- 
ſtal 11quor, Nicomachus, havang firſt demanded leave, expreſs'd the joy of 
his late ſucceſs in a ſhort Song, whilſt che ſilver Brook did courteouſly ac- 
company his voice with a purling noiſe,and ſupplied the want of a Through- 
Baſe with a kind of * Hyaraula. * A Water I;- 
I think it will not be amiſs to give a Character of the Inhabitants of 4 Ta- —_— 
pinophroſyne ; tor by that the Reader will ſee that Pride 1s not in that eſteem 2% charaer 
every where which it hath unjuſtly gotten among us. | of Hunnilits, 
Theſe people were of a Modeſt Temper and diſcreet Carriage; they had 
a ſedate Calmneſs 1n their Spirits, & a ſolid Joy painted it (elf with true co- 
lours in the lively cheartfulneſs of their faces. They were ſo courteous to 
all, that one would think it to have been a Law of their Country to prefer 
all others to themſelves ; for, when others were ſuch as they could not give 
them Pre-eminence in the eſtimations of ſevere Judgment, yet they would do 
it in Expreſſes of Aﬀection and all offices of Love. The greateſt amongſt them 
were the moſt civil, not in word, but in deed; for it was a receiv'd Opinion 
with them, that, The more any Perſon is rais*d above others, the more he 
ought toſtoop to da them good. They would perform the meanelt ſervices 
for one another without grudging, nay, with that prompt affection, that 
one would have thought that of a Servanta chief Office among them. Though 
they domuch undervalue ſuch Complements and reſpetis as are made up on- 
ly of words, yet they expreſs their heartineſs with all civility of language, 
and proportionable deportment. When they were demanded any thing con- 
cerning their Country, they gave ſuch anſwers as ſufficiently prov'd that 
they did not overvalue themſelves; and when others praisd them for any 
thing, they would bluſh and utterly refuſe to ſpeak any more of that matter, 
and ſay that they could not receive that as their due which others gave them 
in courteſie. They never vainly boaſt of their Excellencies, or make a ſhow 
of thew, as if they were going to ſell them, as ſome puffe ſpirits do. As it is 
criminal with them in the higheſt degree, to pretend to what they have not; 
ſo it is next to that, to praiſe themſelves for what they have. They wonder 
at the folly of thoſe who pleaſe themſelves with thoſe childiſh plumes and 
ſtraw-hats with which ordinary Pride doth adorn it ſelf ; becauſe the in- 
ſtances have no worth in them : and they do alſo condemn the Pride of thoſe 
that are endow'd with truly-noble Gifts, becauſe Humility is a part of that 
'Thankfulneſs which we owe for what we have receiv'd. They admire the ſty- 
pidity of the Stoicks, who give no thanks but to themſetves for their Ver- 
rue, and aſcribe their Felicity to themſelves alone. They think, that ſince 
God hath made things worthy to be choſen, though a man doth freely ſele& 
them from others which are not ſo good ; that a creature hath nothing to 
pride it (cif infor that,but that God is more adorable, who could make ſuch 
an Excellent Creature:and ſince that ads not neither according to its nature, 
but as It is under the Aſſiſtance of his almighty Grace,the miſtaken reaſan of 
others Arrogance becomes to them a rare inſtrument of Humjlity. Though 
chey perform ſome things that are worthy in themſelves, and make for the 
praiſe of him that deſerves all praiſe ; they make no greater wonder at it, 
than 
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than that the Streams do run into the Sea f. om whence they came. They count 
it but Juſtice to ſerve him who made them ſomething by h1s meer pleaſure, 
And when they have further'd any of his deſigns, they are giad becauſe they 
could have done nothing ſo good ; but they count it Poverty of Soul to ex- 
pe& thanks of him, to whom we owe more then we can perform. This Tem- 
per makes them reſent their own Worth no more then if they had none ; and 
they account it ſo much the greater a Favour from God, and Worth in them, 
if, when they have done well, they attributenothing to themſelves. 

Their external Garb was ſtgnificative of an inward Gravity : neither men, 
no nor women, nor young men dreſs'd themſeives as if they deſired to be va- 
lued for their apparel ; for they cloath'd an inivard worth with true Humi- 
lity. 

if any of them ſpied a Fault in another, he would be ſure to cover it till 
he could ſhow it to him in private, and then he would do it with ſo nuch 
ſweetneſs, that the Offender could ſcarce tel] whether he was reproved or 


courted, and would receive the reproof with the ſame ſpirit of content, - 


with which thoſe that cannot'endure to hear of their Errors receive Flat- 

” teries. 
In all theſe praGiſes they keep ſuch an exa& Decorum to all their Rules, 
that they carefully ſhnn a baſe puſillanimity, and all ſordid ſubmiſſions of 


a4 — of themſelves. Their chief Enemy is one *Philautns,who dwells not far off from 
himſelf. 

d .4 proud . ! ; : 
_ me times unawares his deſign is to take Priſoners and carry them to his Den,of 


which he will tell ſtrange Stories, and magnifie his Jofty Cell in which he ©- 
verlooks their dirty Hutts, as he difdainfully calls their lower houſes, and 
will make many praiſes of himſelf which are moſt of them Lies.If he prevail 
upon any of them;he commonly throws them over ſome precipice ; but when 


they reje& his Perſwaſions, and leave him to himſelf, he goes back afflicted 


with the greateſt ſhame imaginable. 
Theſe courteous people conducted the Travailers to the Houſe of their 
»7he kuowletg Chief Governour, whom they call'd * Gnorhiſauton : His feat and garb was 
of ones ſelf. ſuch as became the Prince of Humility. 

He was at that time diſcourſing with two young men,who travailing to- 
wards Theoprepia, had loſt their way ; one of them aiming at the higher part 
of the Country, had made more haſte than good ſpeed ; and the other neg- 
le&ing hisdireGions,miſcarried fouly, Both of them having wandred a good 
while, for fear of perpetual erring, were come to be better inform'd by 
Gnothiſauton. 

a Onezwho hath One was call'd * Megalophron,who,as he came from Fanaſembla,finding the 
wr _ bes, Way dirty which led towards,> Borborys, inclin*'d ſo much to the other hand 
Din, ©  thathewentup to the Topof Hypficardion, never making queſtion bur that 
; the noble Theoprepia lay beyond the rais'd Height of thoſe lofty Hills: and 
as he follow'd the ſeveral turnings which winded about divers wayes upon 
the Mountains, he was ſo bewildredat laſt, that he knew not where he was, 
©Y-ach rengue. till he was ceme back to that part of © Polyg/ottws which is call'd © Kemopiſtis; 
© Vain faith. here being muchamaz'd at his miſtake, (for he had ſuch great thoughts of 
himſelf, that he preſum'd he could never have err'd,) he took rhe wiſeſt 
courſe to recover his loſs, which was,to mend his pace back again ; and ob- 
ſerving well where he loſt his way, he took better heed to eſcape a ſecond 
error,and ſo by good hap,though he was well tired,he came to Gnothiſauter, 
He could not but ſmile to ſee what a wild maze the young man had trod;and 


after a ſhort pauſe, heask'd him what thoughts poſſeſs'd his mind upon the - 


Tops 


them in a high rock in the Hills of * Hypficardion, and he ſteals down ſome- 
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Tops of * Hypſicardion. O, quoth Megalophron, I look'd down from that 
height with great ſcorn upon all the world,and did ealily imagin that it was 
made for me : I thought that all men which I ſaw were but as Grathoppers 
in reſpe& of wy Greatneſs, and I believed it was not amiſs if they did adore 
it:I imagin'd my ſelf far above the lower ſort of Stars,and kick'd the Clouds 
out of my way. Burt [ confeſs as I wander'd here and there, I was almoit 
ſtifled with the rank ſcent of a venemous Herb call'd * A4uthades, and I had 
like to have broke my neck divers times over abrupt precipices. 

' Gnothiſauton deſired him to fay no more : for by chat which he had de- 
clar'd, he knew well enough what had ſeduc'd him ; and taking him into an 
inner room,he ſet before him a large Glaſs, which ſhow'd him the intire pro- 
portion of his Body from head ro foot, with a moſt true repreſentation of 
each part. Upon which Megalophron fel] a weeping. What ail you? quoth 


® / vide of 
heart. 


* One that 


proudly hu- 


wmours himſelf. 


a Gnothiſauton. Alas! quoth Megalophron, enough to make me weep, I ſee the * One who hath 


face of my Nativity. I thought ſo, ſaid Grorhiſauton; my Glaſs doth preſent 


ſuch as look upon it with ſuch a reflexion of their natural Image,as will take "tg 


downa highcr Creſt than yours. Have you ſeen your Self indeed, and begin 
to know the frame of your conſtitution ? Do you perceive that the Beauty 
which you ſo extremely admired was a borrowed thing ? that you owe to 
another for your Being, and depend upon his pleaſure whether you ſhall be 
any thing or no the next moment? Do you mind that you were not the 0- 
ther day, and that you did lurk in the beggarly ſhades of Nothing amongſt 
the reſt of increated things, which durſt not ſhow their heads by reaſon of 
poverty and want of Being ? You, will not boaſt , if you believe that you 
receive what you are from the great Father of all things ; nor aſpire to ſuch 
heights of Self-conceit, if you refle& upon the lowneſs of your Original. 
You know now by your own Experience, Megalophren, that ſuch as mount 
ardion with an arrogant Spirit,do but climb downward ; and when 
they think that they have made a fair progreſs in Excellency, my Glaſs will 
convince thein, that they have only encreas'd their imperfeQions. 


4 thoughts, 
Self know- 


But did you ſee nothingelſe in my Glaſs ? quoth * Gzethiſauton. Yes that * one who 


I did, ſaid Megalophron, and much more then I defired.] ſaw my life picur'd, 
and all the moſt remarkable paſſages of it ſo accurately pourtray'd, that the 
imperfections of all my ations ſcem'd to ſtare in my face. I thought as nuch, 
quoth Gzothiſauten ; for this Glaſs doth not only ſerve the Eye, but the Me- 
mary : ſuch things.as proud men, who will know nothing but good of them- 
ſelves, caſt into the pit of Oblivion ; it awakens theirmemories,and recals, 
and makes them take more notice of their unworthy aGs than when they 
firſt committed them. You ſee now that what you fooliſhly boaſted of is noc 
your own, and what you are forc'd ro own againſt your will proves your 
ſhame. And it is good reaſon that you ſhould bluſh in both reſpets, Mega- 
bphron, tor you arrogated to your ſelf what was anothers, and would nei- 
ther ſee your own faults, nor the WrBng which you offer'd to him who en- 
dowed you, by employing his Gifts contrary to his will. But fince you are 
retum'd to ingenuity, you are welcome to me, I will put you in your way 
again, and give you ſuch dire@ions as ſhall ſerve you throughout your 
whole journey. I am not ſorry for your tears, fince ſuch clouds do often riſe 
from the Salt ſea which afterward fall down inſweet ſhowers. An excellent 
warineſs may grow from this Erron, and true Prudence be more diligently 
ſought by you from the difſatisfaGion which you have experimented m this 

miſtake. ; 
As Gnothiſautou was about to perfe@ his advices, he was forc'd to break 
off his talk in-meer pity to * Borborites, for that was the other Wanderers 
R name; 


know: himſelf. 


4 dirty {nner, 
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name ; and ſeeing him dropping wet with water and mud, he ask'd him how 
he came in that ſad caſe. I was travailing, quoth Forborites, towards Theo- 
Bodily temzazj- prepia, and kept my way till I met a Serpent, call'd * Hyla, in the Road;and 
ws [ was ſo taken with the beauty of her Skin, the comelineſs of her Shape,and 
thoſe various forms into which ſhe would wind her ſelf, that I were very 
neer unto her;though I had good reaſon to have taken better heed,ſince I ſaw 
that ſhe dideat duſt, and went upon her belly. She taking the advantage of 
my heedleſneſs, twin'd her ſelf about one of my leggs, and then hiſs'd and 
pointed with her head which way ſhe wou!d have me go ; and for my life, I - 
thought I could go no other. In a while I was come to the orders of the 
muddy Lake ; and though I faw wy danger, I could not but ftep into the 
edpes of it. But when I found my ſelf ready to ſink into the fqul mire, T 
began to think that it was very probable, if I ſhould go a little further, I 
ſhould never come back ; and thereupon I reſolv'd to return ; but finding 
my ſelf diſabled fo long as the Serpent inclaſp'd my leg, I laid hold ef my 
Sword;and the wily Snake ſuſpeced to what end I would draw it,unloos'd 
her ſelf, and crept away with as much haſte as I could deſire. I rejoyc'd at 
the flight of my enemy, but purſued her ho furcher, not knowing but the 
falſe guide might yet ſerve me ſome treacherous trick, and repeated my way 
back with a ſpeedy pace; which having continued ſome hours, I arrived 
here, though in ſuch an unhandſome manner, that I am heartily aſham'd of 
my ſelf. 
You man, quoth Gnothiſauton, who had well minded his diſcourſe, I 
| would I had been acquainted with you ſooner, for I perceive you have been 
"0 a great Stranger to your ſelf ; I would have endeavour'd to have made you 
| better known to one who is moſt concern'd not to be ignorant of you. It is 
Bedily temati- no wonder that you were ſeduc'd by * Hyla, and that you are fo beſmear'd 
yo with noiſome filth.. It hath been your opiniona good while, that a man is 
only a living thing made of Blood and Earth kned together ; you minded 
not that the Soul is notonly capable of higher things than this world affords, 
but is utterly unſatisfied with the moſt honeſt of fleſhly delights,and there- 
fore muſt needs be afflifed with thoſe impure entertainments in which you 
had like to have immers'd your ſelf: and but that your Soul was confia'd by 
its Maker to a longer abode in that houſe of clay which you have made ſo 
: loathſome, to attend and further your emendation ; it would have left that 
_ fleſh, which you ſo unworthily indulg'd, buried in the depths of * Borborus. 
There is a Pool in my Garden, where T adviſe you to waſh your ſelf ; for 
your Pollutions are ſo offenſive, that till then I cannot endure to converſe 
8 Repentance. With you. The name of the Pool was * eMetanea, which, as they ſaid, was 
ot wr. fill d with the tears of Penitents and Lovers. One call'd ® Hamartolus having 
© Linnle band's \ffer'd ſhi pwrack upon the ſands of © Mzicrecbeires, with the help ofa bro- 
ken board getting aſhore upon the South-Weſt Coaſt of Theoprepia,happen'd 
« Self know- tO cone to 4 Gnothiſauten's houſe, ant hung a Votive Picure, containing 
ledge the Deſcription of his Danger and Deliverance, over the door of this 
Pool ; and ſeeing in the wall a fair Table made of two ſmooth Stones Joyn'd 
together in a handſome ſquare, he engrav'd upon them a Copy of Verſes, 
which expreſs'd the thoughts which he had upon his plank : one of the 
Stones being brittle, the weather had worn away a part of them. I cannot 
te]] where to procure the entire Copy z however ſince they are not imper- 
tinent to my ſtory, I will tranſcribe thoſe few that are lefr. They begin 
abruptly, thus ; 


And 
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And beex undone had | not been undone. 

This Storm hath calm'd my eMind,and fond Defire 
Doth with its Fewel in theſe Waves expire. 

Thoſe Stones which I ſo priz'd had I brought home, 
Could only build my Priſon or my Tomb. 

Thus whilſt my Soul endanger d with my Bark 
Began to fink, my Shipwrack prov'd an Ark. 

So Vertue takes a Benefit from Shame, 

And makes bad Blots to ſerve an After-game. 

So Broken Bones grow firmer when they're ſet. 
What we have paid for, we ſhall ſcarce forget. 

Our Wiſdom's made f Second-thoughts. To ſtray 
Once,makes us for the future mind our way. 

When ſtubbory Souls, ſoſtned with grief, are bow'd 
To God, the Rainbow's painted on a cloud ; 

And when by Love it melts in ſhowers of Tears, 
Where Sin firſt enter d Sorrow firſt appears. 


When thoſe which bath'd-cthemſelves in this place came forth of the water, 
one * Ametameletus, who look'd to the Bath, would whiſper ſuch words in + wy, wv. 
their ear, that they never defir'd to return again to Borborws. Though they pented of: 
wept bitterly, it mov'd not him, for he would tell them, that it was but juſt 
that they did lament the madneſs of their wicked life ; and he would al- 
waies ſay, that thoſe tears ſhould do them no good, if they repeated their 
ſins,With ſome ſuch language Boyborites being diſmiſs'd came into the houſe: 
whereupon Gmnothiſauton bad him and Megalophroz to take the neareſt way 
to * Sophroſyne, in which place they were to ſtay ſome time, from whence + zmperance. 
the uld receive further direQions. As they. were ready to take their 
leave, he counſell'd them as they paſs'd through the Vale of Humility, where 
now they were, to obſerve the manners of the people, that they might be a- 
ble to expreſs them in ſome competent reſemblances, aſſuring them that ex- 
cept they did, they would not be admitted in Sophroſyne or any other part 
of Theoprepta. | m 

As Gnothiſauton had finiſh'd his diſcourſe, Bextivelioand his friends came 
in. He quick]y perceiving that they were perſons of another ſort than his 
former gueſts, (for Gzothiſauton hada rare apprehenſion) gave them enter- 
tainment accordingly. He bad them welcome into ® Tapinophroſyne,and con- , wm 
gratulated the happy ſucceſs of * Nicomachus, of which they gave him no- *oue who con- 
tice, Bentivolio perceiving by all his diſcourſes that he was endued with 9% ** fx. 
ſingular Wiſdome, ask'd him many queſtions ; and amongſt others, he de- 
manded of him the reaſon why he had choſen that low Valley for his habi- 
cation. I ſhall ſoon tel! you that, quoth © Gzothiſauton : for though it is low, * Self knew- 
it is both healthful and fruitfu), and is plac'd at the bottom of one of the *< 
Higheſt Hills in all Theoprepia, call'd 4 Theorus, whoſe top is bleſſed with the * One who me- 
holy fountain* /gathorryton, which waters all Theoprepta,and it is very boun- — 
tiful to us, for you could not but ofcen croſs thoſe many ſtreams which run * Flowing with 
throughout our Valley, and totheſe we owe our fertility. That Spring ſends $924. 
forth two Streams which are call'd * Taeyo and 8 Takato: the qualities of one Kerr ann 
are ſometimes different from the other;for Takato is luſhious and more thick, 
Taano is cleer and Cryſtalline, and beſides the incomparable taſte, which 
makes thoſe which drink of it roconfeſs that they never taſted the like in 
any other part of the wor'd, it hatharare vertue for clearing and {trength- 
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as if it came through minerals of Silver, Braſs, and Iron. Tt is ſo neceſſa- 
ry to wake the ground fruitful, that the Theopreprans could not well be 
without the uſe of it ; but they only drink and bathe themſelves in the 
ſtreams Of Taars. 

From the top of this Mountain you may diſcern the whole Compaſs of 
Theoprepia, which 1s Jaid about the Hill in ſuch a poſture of $i:vation , 
that it Goth manifcſt a neceſſity of its beholdingneſs to the Spring * Aga- 
thorryton. You will wonder perhaps that the Countries are laid fo toge- 
ther, that they ſeem to be checquer'd one within another. But this con- 
jundaion 1s a Type of their more ſtri& union in Heart ; for: they have no 
Monolpoies of Love, or ſuch particular Priviledges, but'that all have a 
Common intereſt 1n them. 

Whilſt you ſtand upon the Hill and look Eaſtward, you will deſcry 
ſtraight Before you a ſmall Lordſhip which belongs to * Exprſtus. Upon 
the right hand joyning to that, is the flouriſhing ». Euſebia, and beyond 
that Eaſtward the lovely © Philadelphia. In the Confines of each where 
theſe three meet, ſtands the well-govern'd City 4 Phroneſia, whoſe preſent 
Goverheſs is a wiſe Lady call'd by the ſame name. Her Husbands name 


. was © Phronimw : He left a Son call'd f Theoſebirs, whom the Emuſebians ho- 


nour exceedingly ; and they have good cauſe foto do, as you will ſte 
when you come thither. He had a Daughter alſo call'd s Agape, famons 
for her Charity , and very much lov'd by the Philadelphrans for the 
likeneſs of her Temper. Not far from Phroneſia rowards the North 
you will behold the healthful Country of © Sophroſyne. It's a middle ſort 
of ground between high and low,and of no very great Compaſs. Through- 


out the middle of Theoprepta lies a great ſtraight Rode, which is call'd ' 


& Beoſcaln3 ,” and it leads at the further end into the pleaſant Valley -of 
| Elpiſcale ; from whence there is a way into the Higher Theoprepis; which 
doth well deſerve to be call'd by that name: 'for though when you ſee this 
Country which I have deſcribed, you will judge it to be the higheſt of 
all you have known, and ſo itis; yet it 1snot comparable to'the Upper 
Theoprepia. | 

You will wonder, Noble Travailers, that I ſhould comprife the De- 
ſcription of — in theſe few words, which perhaps you have heard 
reprefented for ſo large a Country that it needs many Books to wap it 
out, and ſometimes requires divers Volumes to deſcribe a little part of it. 
Bur it is a compaG& Country ,and more to be admired for Worth than quan- 
tity of ground, and is often miſrepreſented by ſuch as were never there. 
As you travail you will figd my words true, and having the Country it 
ſelf ſtill in your eye, you will need no more dire&ions. God be your 
good guide. | 

The Travailers, ſo courteouſly diſinifſed, took their leave gladly, for 
it was buta ſmall ſatisfa&ion to hear of ſuch a Spring as m Agathorrytoy, 
unleſs they ſaw it and taſted of ir. They ſoon clinb'd the Hill, though 
it was high; but when they cameat the Top, they receiv'd the reward 
of their Labour. For though * Gnethiſauton had beſtowed no mean prai- 


know! himſelf. ſeg upon Agathorryton, yer their Experience proved it to be many titnes 
oYhings above, MOTE excellent than his talk; and the waters eſpecially of ® Tax, are of 


ſuch a Nature , that ſome of their qualities are not diſcernable by Re- 
port, nor underſtandable but by Taſte. Having well refreſh'd them- 
Wa | ſelves 
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ſelves by drinking of thar moſt celictois fircam, and pleas'd themiclves 
with the fair protpect of Theeprepra, they went down from ® Theerus to ſee r One who me- 


each place at a nearer-diſtance , and kept the beaten road Which led to- oo = 
ome thing;. 


v.ards 4 Eupiſtia. $ Tine Fab, 

As they travailed, they aucoverd a great miltake in the relation 
which they had heard in * Fanaſembla concerning the path through * 73 bypecri- 
which they were to go | Enpiſtus his houſe : for that Giſparag'd it as a ce 
very perplex'd Road ; but their experience inform'd them otherwiſe. Fe oy y 
And-whereas, it was to d them that Expiſtus lived inan obſcure place, very 
hard to be found out, they found that report alſy ground:eſs ; for it was 
ſituate upon a conſpicuous Hill, and might te ſeen a great way off. 

They had not gone very far through the grounds which belong'd to Ex- 
piſtus, but they met him buſicd in a very worthy Employment. He was in 
the field encouraging his ſervants, whom he engaged to diligent Labour 
for the good of others; for the proceed of their daily work was the 
Relief of his poor Neighbourhood. His Hopes were plagc'd higher 
than the poſtibilities of this preſent wor'id; and therefore having a 
competent Proviſion for himſelf, his Family and Friends, he was ſo far 
from endeavouring to undoe other's, that he did not care to improve his 
own Eſtate, 

He had two Sons, = Piftalethes and * Alethologus ; and they following «»7,ue ras. 
the excellent pattern which their good Father ſet them, beſtow'da great * Rig/t reaſon. 
part of their afternoon-time in Charitable Offices : Somerimes they did 
inſtruc either Neighbours in the main points of their duty, and pro- 
pound ſuch motives as made them do their work chearfully, and anſwer'd 
all the objeGions of Diſobedience., If any were feeble and apt to faint , 
he had a Daughter which was very like her Father call'd * Elpis ; and * ape. 
though ſhe did not come much in fight, yet upon ſuch occafions ſhe would 
appear, and very courteoufly dire& thoſe which needed them, to ſuch 
Cordial Herbs as grew plentifully in their Garden, which would give them 
preſent Relief. | 

. = Enpiftus invited the Travailers into his Houſe : And when they found 3 4 good belie- 
their entertainment in all expreſſions ſutable to the good character which * 
a friend had given them of Epiſtus, it put them into a confidence of tal- 
king more freely with him ; and after much pleaſant intercourſs they 
demanded of him the reaſon why he was call'd by ſo many Names,as they 
had heard in» Vaſembls. I know no juſt cauſe for it, ſaid Expiſtus,only b kypecritical 
they in < Pohyglottus have ſo much tongue, that they love to make wany #4** . 
words ; and according to that laviſh humor they have beſtow'd ſo many AER in 
Names upon me, that when plain Travailers ask my Neighbours where I 
dyell, they uſe ſuch odd ſignifications of their mind in theirenquiry,that 
the poor people, which know me well enough if I were call'd by my 
proper Name, cannot give theman anſwer ; nay, ſometimes they are apt 
'to be angry, becauſe, as they think, I am wiſcall'd. And when they come 
tome, they will ſcarce believe who I am, unleſs when I tel] chem, I name 
. my ſelf by the fame word which was us'd by thofe that ſent them. Preeten- 
ding to do me honor, they have made the world believe that there axe ſo 
many eMyſteries in my Nature, that one word-isnot able to expref; them, 
and that I am above any common Name. They fay that in * , feazelus they * 4 place fall 
have long diſputes which of my Names doth fit me-beſt, and ſometimes con- 7 ©*4*=twn. 
tenF$hich of them doth expreſs me more !learnedly ; one is for Aſſext, a- * 
nother for Conſent ,a third likes Perſwaſtonbetter,afourth ſaies Recumbes- 
c) is fitter than all the thrce, and a ffrch ehinks that none of then are com- 
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parableto Aſſurance. Somedivide between me and my felt, waking my 
Chriſten-name to fignifie one , and my Sirname-another : by which means 
ſome, having convers'd with mea good while, have at length ignerantly 
ask'd me where they might ſpeak with me. 

But the truth is,theſe things do not much trouble me;only I am ofiended 
with the IK enopiſtians: for I hear that they have drawn my picture, though I 
do not love to be painted, and as they think to the Life, though it was done 
only by the memory-of one who pretended to have ſeen me once : But 
ſure he forgot himſelf and me, or was not Maſter of his Art; for the Picture 
is made with pitiful colours, fo ſcurvily laid on, that it doth ill-favouredly 
repreſent one that is Dead, or at leaſt make an unhandſome Image of a live- 
leſs tinaGive perſon ; for thoſe which have ſeen it do ſay, that they have diſ- 
grac'd me with the pale viſage of one that is ready to give up the Ghoſt. I 
ſuppoſe it is rather the Picture of ſome old bed-rid K enopiſtian : as for me, 
you perceive that I can ſpeak chearfully and walk ſtoutly ; that I have a 
good Cofour in my face, and, though I ſay it, I thank God I havea good 
Courage in my heart ; and, if you had comea little ſooner, you ſhould have 
ſeen me uſe oth my hands;for I was ſetting ſome medicinable Herbs,and in- 
grafting the Cions of ſuch Trees as uſually bring forth as much and as good 
fruits as any in the world. But [ pity their Ignorance, and can caſily forgive 
them, ſince I am not kill'd by tkeir miſtake, nor dead, though their Picture 
is a kind of Epitaph made upon me before-hand. I pardon alſo the folly 
of the * Agazelians, who havemade the notice of my perſon ſo-obſcure with 
a numeFous company of uncertain names. Iam aplain wan,and did nevyer 
change my Name. I was young, and now am old ; but am the ſame Empi- 
ſtus ſtill, and have alwayes dwelt in this place: and I amof a plain Nature, 
neither did I ever attempt to alter my natural Temper by Art. My known 


\ 


property is, To give credit to what my Creator is pleas'd to ſay to me ; - 


and I do depend upon him, according to thoſe declarations by which he is 
pleas'd to reveal his good-will to me, and my care is ro compoſe my ſelf 
wholly _—_— to his Commands. I wonder ſometimes that the Vanu- 
ſemblians are ſo dull as not to know what it is #o believe, ſince they can tell 
well enough what they mean when they ſay they give credit to one another 
in any thing, whether it be in matters of bare Report, orſuch Contracts as 
have'nutual Conditions annex'd to them, 

By this deſcription of your Self, quoth Bemtzvolio, you ſeem to be near 
a-kinto one, that is call'd Faith, in our Country. It may be ſo, ſaid Exps- 
ftus. But do you know what is underſtood by Fſtifying Faith ? quoth Bex- 
tivolis. Yes very well, ſaid Enpiſtus, and ſo may you too ; for I have told you 
already, what it is. Why, quoth Bentivelio, was none ever juſtified but by 
that Faith which you have deſcribed ? No, replied Eupiſtus, nor ever w1ll 
be. Pray what do you make the chief ground of your Felief ? quoth Urns. 
The Nature of God, faid Expiſtus, which is ſo Gracious, that-I cannot but 
expe good from him; ſo Powerful,that he can eaſily do more for me than [ 
need; and ſo True, that he will not fail to perform what he hath promiſed. 
But you may be deceived, quoth Paxaretus,in your Opinion concerning the 
extent of his good will towards you ; becauſe Self-love its apt to multiply 
needleſs wants,& great deſire may make you believe that which you will not 
find true:We eaſily give credit to that which we paſſionately wiſh. It's true, 
ſaid Ewpiſtus,but to prevent that danger,I have a book,call'd * Hierographon, 
which was written with God's finger, and in that he hath declar'd his mind, 
& given me ſo many & ſogreat Promiſes that I cannot exceed in the meaſure 
ofmy Faith,and they areſo plainly expreſs'd that I cannot eafily miſtake his 

meaning. 
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meaning. They ſay God wrote this Book with the b!ood of his Son, which 
was a great love in them both ; and I amapt to believe it, becauſe the Son 
of God ſeeing me to be a ſinful Creature, and that I was afraid to go alone to 
my offended Maker, of his own accord doth mediate for me, and gives me 
acceſs through his interceſſion ; and in very deed 1s ſuch a friend to me in 
all reſpe&s, that I may truly ſay, That God's Soz is my Father. 

Since you are ſo intimately acquainted with Faith, give me leave I pray 
you quoth Nicomachus, to propound twe or three Queſtions to you for my 
better information m that point, Withall my heart, replied the gentle Ex- 
piftns. T would firſt know, quoth icemachus, Why Faith is made the firft 
thing in Religion. Becauſe, quoth Expiſtus,God will have nothing todo with 
ſuch as do nor give credit to him. But why do they ſay, quoth Nicownchns. 
that without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him ? Becauſe, quoth Enpiſtss, 
he which doth not belive him to be a God whe hath commanded,or doth nor 
expect a full reward for his work, will never do his duty. Why, quoth NNs- 
comachus, is Faith cali'd the Evidence of things not ſeen ? Becauſe, replied 
Eupiſtus, though the things promis'd are nor ſeen, Faith doth as nuch aſſure 
the Truth of them to all good men, as if they ſaw them with their Eyes,or 
were convinc'd of them by Demonſtrations. I perceive, quoth Nicomachns, 
that you are very careful about Good works , why will not a naked Faith 
content you ? becauſe, quoth Empiſius, it is impoſſible for a negligent per- 
fon to live by Faith. How comes it te paſs, quoth Nicomechns, that Obedi- 
ence is ſometimes included in the ſignification of Faith ? There is good Rea- 
ſon for that,ſaid Ewprſtus; For ſince Obedience is the Natural Child of true 
Faith, it may well be call'd by the name of its Parent. But they ſay, quorh 
Nicomachns ; That well-grown Obedience doth wonderfully ſtrengthen 
Faith: : How comes that? It is no wonder,quoth * Ewpiſftus; For why ſhould 
10t the Child, when it is come to age, nouriſh the Parent,who would die if it 
did not attend him with an obedient regard ? Do you think, quoth Nicoma- 
chus ; that a firm belicf of God's Truth and a Confidence in his Good will, 
are ſeparated from Good works or from each other? No indeed, quoth Es- 
piſtus ; For he which conſiders Gods Promiſes fill'd with ſuch things as-he 
doth moſt want, muſt needs deſire them ; and believing God to be True and 
powerful, he will conſequently expe them at his hands ; and ſeeing God 
hath declared the Effeds of his Promiſes attainable only in wayes of Obes 
dience, if he negle&@ that Means, it is manifeſt that he doth not defire the End. 
He which-expedts any thing of God, ſuppoſeth him tobe Faithful, or elſe 
why doth he cruſt him ? And becauſe he believes God's Truth, he knows 
he will no more give his Bleſſings to ſuch as he hath declar'd againſt, then he 
will deny chem to ſuch as are qualified according to his preſcription And 
therefore he which doth really believe God, cannot but put his confidence in 
him, and nwſt inall reaſuncharge hinWelf with his Dury towards him. 

Nicomachas, having receiv'd ſatisfaction to his demands, gave thanks to 
Enpiſtus for waking fo many patient Anſwers to a Stranger. U{rania percei- 
ving that Nicomachus had ended his diſcourſe, defired him to have the good- 
neſs to bear with their troubleſome company a little further, and to give 
her a little ſatisfationas to a Report which ſhe had heard concerning his 
Deportment towards his Sons,by which ſhe was inform'd that he conſtrain'd 
them to perform daily very hard Tasks. Have you heard that ? quoth Expx 
[tus. I confefs my ſons do Gods work every day ; but the Rewards which he 
hath promiſed to give them, are ſo vaſtly bigger than all the proportions 
of their Diligence, that hey*make all their: labour in attaining of them not 
only cafe, but pleaſant, My Children call no Task hard, but when they 
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are fick or very weak. I ſhall only trouble you quoch Xranzm, with one ſto- 
ry more ; which Ido not believe, for I have great reaſon to the contrary 
from my own knowledge of your Wiſdom ; but I defire to fatisfie orhers 
with your ownwords : which is, that you require fuch as you inſtruct to 
believe impoſſible things; and that when many of your diſcreet Auditors are 
FG Aa, offended at the harſhneſs of your Impoſitions, your two Sons, * Alerhologws 
"© and * Piſtalethes, have divers times fallen out about it before your face, 
* Tue Faith, Have you hear'd that too ? quoth Empiſtus : You have convers'd much with 
my enemies ; for I aſſure you it isa meer ſcandal calt upon my Family, and 
eſpecially upon my Son lethologus: for 1 never gave any ſuch abſurd oc- 
caſion of their quarrel as you have mentioned,and they are and have alwaies 
been ſoloving, that they did never fall out in all their life, which can be 
truly affirm'd but of few Brethren ; and by reaſon of this inviolable Aﬀe- 
Gion, what one conſents to,the other likes ; and what one is not pleas'd with, 
the other never approves, Sometimes, I confeſs, they are diſturb'd in their 
moſt intimate Converſe by the malicious interpoſition of two Baſtards, 
whichufe to come a begging to my houſe ; they are not improperly call'd 


Ma per- * Pithopſeudes and Pſe nofis : their chief Endeavour is to do miſchief to 


p_ Rs Sons with falſe Reports ; they watch opportunities to find them alone, 
ldge. . for they dare not tell them their lies when they are together. But however 
their deſign is ineffeGual, for neither of them will believe any thing againſt 
the other : each of them doth acquaint his Brother with what is ſaid, and 
then they examine it ſtrily. I thank God they are both prudent, and are 
not apt to believe every thing. They commonly find their Tales, either 
ſome abſurd Flatteries of Piſtalethes, or malicious Slanders raisd againſt 
Alethologas. Theſe Liars, being ofcen diſcovered, have not dar'd of late to 
come near my houſe. 
TwueFeirhis But that you may receive full ſatisfaGtion in this particular,T will call my 
Riphs Rook ny cons; and, if you pleaſe, you ſhall diſcourſe with them,and underſtand their 
* mind from their own words. When they were come in, Expiſtus,turning to- 
wards Piſtalethes, ſaid, My Son, I here that you have lately reported your 
ſelf tobea deſpiſer of Humane Learning, (as they call it, though it 1s Di- 
vine, for it is the gift of God) and that without my knowledge you have 
burnc all the Philoſophical Authors which I gave you : and theſe Noble 
|  Travailers have been perſwaded by ſome to think this true. Sir, quoth Pz- 
Twe Faith, ſtalethes, my Study is but ſmall, and I have not many Books : but if theſe 
Worthy perſons will take the pains'to ſee it, they will find that I have not 
ſo madly abandon'd thoſe Excellent Authors, which, I ſuppoſe, you meant, 
Pythagoras, Plats, Ariſtotle, Plotings, EpifFetus, &c. And my Brother can 
bear me witneſs that I do often read them, for we ſtudy together, as you 
know, But do you think it worth your labour ? ſaid Bextivelio. Yes indeed 
do I, quoth Pz/talerbes ; for I perceive by their writings that they had par- 
ticipated of an excellent Spirit, and ſome of thery do diſcourſe well con- 
cerning many things which our Holy book hath declar'd no leſs than ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. As for example, Thar there is a God ; That be is the 


— - Firſtand Beſt of all Beings ; That he is the Creator of all things ; That he 


Governs all things with a moſt wiſeand juſt Providence; That he ought to 
be worſhipt by his Creatures with the beſt ſort of Adoration. They have, 
in a good meaſure, diſcovered the beauty of Vertue, diſp/ay'd the truth of 
Goodneſs,and proved that Honeſty is far exalted above all profit and Plea- 
ſure. They have diſcours'd well concerning the everlaſting bounds of Right 
and Wrong, and repreſented the different offices af Vertue in their Defini- 
tions, and illuſtrated: their Rules with ſome fit Examples. Many of the 
Poets 
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Poets have put wiſe Sentences Into Verſes,and made them mo:e delectab.e in 


the reading, and eaſier to be remembred. Bur, * Pitalethes, quoth Bentivolio, rue 1 att 


Coth not vour biother > Alethelagns quarrel with you for what you kelieve, ds Gl 


and atfirm that ſome things written in your Holy E5ok are contrary to Rea- 
ſon ? No Never, faid Piftalethes ; he is better inform'd . for though ſome 


will hardly believe me, yec I can truly affirm, that when I told himof Salva- 


tion by the Mediation of God's Son, of the Reſurrection and Immortality, 
of thegreat dutics of Forgiveneſs, negleding Revenge, and loving our E- 
nemies, and ſuch like ; he ſaid they were rare Dodtrines,and had ſuch an ad- 
mirable Connexion with all true Reaſon, that he wasſo far trom otjeGing 
againſt them, thar - he was raviſh'd with the glory of Truth that ſhin'd in 
them : and that though he vas fo weak-ſighted as not to have beenabie to 
have found them all out, yet he was not fo proud as not to approve of them 
when they were diſcover'd ro him. But, doth henot ſometimes ſay, quoth 
Bentivolio, that itis a fooliſh thing to believe without Reaſ>n ? Yes that 
he doth, ſaid Piſtalethes ; and ſo do I, We do not worſhip God witha bru- 
tiſh Faith : we think, we have all the Reaſon in the world to believe what 
God ſaith 3 and our Book contains nothing elſe, When we read this Book, 
we find many things which we did not know Þefore ; but when we have 
examin'd them, we find them ſo far from oftering ContradidGion to Reaſon, 
that wecannot but judge them Fools that count any Point which 1s aſſerted 
there to be Unreaſonable. Some weak people will needs think that my Fro- 
ther's Converſation isa hinderance to my Faith ; though [ am aſlired by my 
Experience that he doth help me.to give a more firm credit to Divine Reve- 
lation. I am not of that facil Faith which makes men believe that for which 
they haveno rational ground ; and to every thing which can ſhew that, my 
Brother neverdenies Faith. We do both of us fear that ſuch as cavil at any 
Divine Revelation are either dull in their Underſtandings, or vitiated by 
ſome perverſe habit of Aﬀection ; and we can name wany who have been 
counted Philoſophers, who ſcrup!ing at theſe things, have given credit, or at 
leaſt pretended to do fo, to others far more unlikely. 


. 


Is all this true ; quoth Bemtivolioto * Alethologns, who ſtood by. Yes Sir, 714 Reaſon. 


quoth Alethologus. For though I.pretend to Reaſon; yer ſince I grew acquain- 
ted with Revelation, I find no cauſe to complain, but much reaſon to re- 
joyce; for itdoth clearly dire& and ſtrongly afſiſt my Faculties in the at- 
talnment of that which my Nature doth moſt rationally deſire, It doth pre- 
ſent ſuch noble Truths, that I cannot entertain or improve my ſelf better 
than by devoring my mind to the Contemplation of them, 

I perceive then, quoth Bextrvolio, that you are not ſo in love with your 
Philoſophical Authors, but that you have reſerv'd good affe@tions for the 


Book call'd * Hierographon. Alas, Sir, quoth Alethologns, it is not the firſt wg, wris, 


time that this Queſtion hath been put to me,by ſuch as have received fa fe in- 
formation concerniag my temper of Mind and courſe of Studies, Theſe 
Heathen-Books, which I eſteem at a higher rate then thoſe who undervalue 
them, becauſe they never read them; or have heard others ſpeak againſt them, 
do fal| ſhort of theſe Divine Writings, both in that molt of them give bur a 
doubtful notice of Felicity, and all of them diſcover a great imperfe@ion 
in the direQions which they give for the attainment of it. So that what was 
deſirable before to my Nature, and probable by fuch Arguments as I could 
fran's, :snow fully credited by me for the ſake of Divine Teſtimony. What 
was granted as poſhble before, is now revealed to be: What I did but wiſh 
forn,erly, I do now believe;the doubtfulneſs of my gueſſes being taken away 
by the certainty of God's poſitive declaration. By this help I can determine 
my belief;which unaſſiſted Nacure could not do,becaule it did not know the 
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wind of him that made Nature : betides this, I can perform that which {[ 
could not Lefcre,becaule I had not ſuch inſtruction or incouragement. 

That you nay not retain any dout:t of me in this point ,Iwill be more par. i- 
cu ar inmy ditcourſe. . The Philoſophers were very uncertain in their Opini- 
ons concerning the Reward of Vertue. Some of them aſſign'd none to 1i: In 
which they were ſufficiently to blame : for, Wil! any man undertake a long 
journey In which he muſt ſufier many Inconveniences,having propotinded to 
himſelt no valuable Recompence of his pains? Is any perſon in the wor'd ſo 
fooliſh as to 1et no other end of his Travail, but that he way be wearied ? 

Others indeed aſſigned a Reward co Vertue, but with tuch uncertainty of 
being attain'd, that it would not anſwer the Objections, nor ſupport the in- 
duſtry of ſuch as ſhould endeavour for it. For when a man ſhould have taken 
all poſſible pains to become Vertuous, they cou.d not atſure him that he 
ſhould be Happy:waking Felicity to depend upon worldly Profſperity;and 
openly afſerting,that if that fa1l*d, the moſt Vertuous man wou'd become Mi- 
{crable;and therefore Jurit not pronounce him happy before his death, not 
knowing but that he might become unhappy before that time.[t's true;ſome 
ot them knowing the uncertainties of this world,did more wiſely place their 
Felicity in the ſecurities of an Immortal ſtate in the other,& took the paines 
to write Books to perſwade men to believe the truth of cheir Opinion. Fur, 
Þeſides the weakneſs of wany of their Arguments, which were far enough 
from Demonſtrations, and capable of Objections hardly to be anſwer'd by 
them, they themſelves did ſpeak ſodoubrfully ſometimes of their own Faith, 
that it muſt needs make the belief of othexs to ſtagger. It was an Opinion 
which they wifh'd to be true, but many of them were not afſur'd but that it 
might be falſe,asany body can ſee a vaſt difference between beautiful Specu- 
lations and a firm Faith ; ſo their defires which produc*d in-them ſome raw 
hopes of Immortality, were ſo chill'd for want of certain Revelation, that it 
was very difficult to ripen them to any vigorous Expectation. The Great Tul- 
ly,who talk'd of a foreſight of Immortality,doubted whether the acceptable- 
neſs of the opinion had not made him believe an Error; & in ſtead of proving 
it to bea Truth, he was fain to ſay only this, That the plc aſingneſs of this Faith 
made him wot only willing to _—_ firmly to reſolve; that if it was an Er- 
ror which did ſo delight him, he would not be comvinc'd of it while he lived.I know 
not what made the excellent Socrates ſay at his death, that he hoped to goto 
good men,but durſt not affirm it too confidently. But peradventure it was only 
his Humility, and knowing'that there were two contraty ſtates in the other 
World, he doubted whether he was worthy to enjoy the belt. 

It cannot be denied but that ſome were very confident of the truth of this 
good news,8 that not only ſingle perſons, as Cato and Cleombrotus, bit ſome 
whole Countries,as the Getz, inſtruced in this point by Zamolxis,are rePor- 
ted to have lighted this life in hopes of a better. Andothers,as the Pxthagor- 
ans & the Platoniſts,were ſo well aſſured that an Immortal enjoyment of God 
was their happineſs, that they eſteem'd their life below not worth the having, 
but as it referr'd to a better by way of preparation. But how few were they 
in compariſon of the vaſt mulritude of incredulous Philoſophers, of whoſe 
vitious lives I cannot but think their unafſuredneſs in this watter to have 
been a great cauſe?Being no better aſcertain'd concerning their reward, they 
muſt needs want ſufficient Motives to Obedience? and being deſtitute ola 
ſteddy expeGation of Immortality, they could purſue Veriue but a little 
way: For when the ſweetneſs of Allurements made a ſtrong Tentation to re- 
turn to Vice by a guſt of offer'd Senſuality, how ſt ould they but fail.as to a 
power of abandoning preſent joys, though they were beſmar'd with ſin,who 
didnot much exped any future Compenſaticn of their Self-denial? When 
Ariſtotle ſaid that Young men were n5t tobe admitted t9 his Moral LeQures, 
did 
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did he not tacitly confeſs that he had not perſwaſions [trong enough to 
ſubdue their vitious Paſlions ? 

I might alſo add here the Diverſity of Opinions concerning Felicity found 
amonglt thoſe which could not but think that there was ſome ſuch thing. 
Whilſt one ſaid one thing,and another another,the By-ſtanders would be apt 
to think that there was no ſuch thing as Happinets, fince thoſe which pre- 
tended to be the wiſeſt men in the world could not determine what it ſhould 
be. It is cafie to judge how infirm thoſe perſwaſions mutt needs be that are 
bottom'd upon ſuch weak foundations. How ſhould 1gnorant people recon- 
cile themſelves to their duties, when their Teachers difler*d to wuch ahour 
their Reward, that they could not tel] them certainly what it was ? 

But to contra& my Diſcourſe, they ſeem'd not only to: he uncertain of the 
Journeys end, bur to give aſl ufficient directions concerning the Way ; that 
is, made not only doubtful promiſes of Happinels, but diſcours'd imper- 
rely of Vertue. I do not mean here that broken account of mens Duries, 
which is to be ſeen in the Laws of ſeveral Nations, which were either in- 
posd by Princes as the colle&ion of ſome of their Favorites, or made by the 
conſent of the Multitude, that is, by ſome few more able men amone them, 
which out-witted the reſt to vote for their Opinion : but this ImperfeGion 
diſcovers it ſelf in the Books of not a few Philoſophers. 

They alſ» are blurr'd with horrid Contradi&ions ro Nature, with which 
they were acquainted ; and to Morality, which they profeſs'd. To omit ma- 
ny things which I could name;they fail'd groily not only in giving a ſhore ac- 
count of the divine Providence, but afferting ſuch unworthy things concer- 
ning it,as did teach thoſe which believed them to negle all dependance up- 
on God. 1 need nor prove this,by recounting the ſwiniſh Dodrines of Epicu- 
74s or thoſe of Ariſtotle, nor much unlike the other,by which he circumſcribes 
God's Government in ſuch narrow bounds, that he doth not allow him 
leave to extend it beyond the Confines of the Meon, nor totake any care of 
Sublunary affairs. donot wonder that the Stoicks, a Sec of great name,rais'd 
the Struure of Vercue no higher, ſince they fail'd in laying the right foun- 
dation, which is Humi.ity, arid aſcrib'd their Goadneſs to themſelves. Though 
I cannot pur this upon other Philoſ>phers, for ſome of them cal{-d.this an 
Atheiſtical Vertne; and indeed it muſt have been but a proud Humility, if 
they could have been Humble, which doth not acknowledge God for the Au- 
thor of it. For want of this humble dependance upon God, the Father of 
Lights, and an honeſt improvement of thoſe Good Gifts which they had re- 
ceiv'd from him, and for ſtifling their Natural Light with a wicked life,the 
Divine Juſtice let them fall into ſelf-choſen darkneſs : and then it was no 
wonder that. they came ſhort of preſcribing to others their Duties, who 
had diſenabled themſelves in point of Knowledg, by negleQing ro do what 
they knew to be their own. By this means true Goodneſs and Wiſdom was 
ſo hard to be found among them, that Anacharſis having diligently ſearch'd 
the moſt famous places in Gyeece, not witha capricious Lant-horn,but a ſo- 
ber intention to gain knowledg, which conſiſted not in great words ; bur 
ſuch as he meaſured by ſoundneſs of Mind, ſhort & fignificant Speech, & ac- 
curate correſpondencies of Life, having met with many diſappointments, at 
laſt he found it only in an obſcure Village dwelling with the humble Myſox. 

Bur the inſtitutions of * Hierographoz are perfect in both reſpedts: It hath 
both plainly reveal'd our Felicity, and given us ſuch clear DireGions for 
the attainment of it, that weare at no loſs at all in our thoughts concerning 
it. That Immortality which lay hid in the dark gueſſes of Humaniry, is here 
brought to light, and all doubts concerning the Portion of Good men are 
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reſolved. Since he who hath all power in his hands promiſed Eternal Life, 
what ſay his Servants ? We know whom we have truſted. For my own part, I 
ſee plainly that God in this Book hath wriiten as much as was fit to give ſa- 
tisfaction to my Thoughts and Defires ; and my care 1s that I may equal the 
fulneſs of his wiſe Dire@ions, with an Excellent praGiſe, and expreſs ſuch 
a Vertue as hath ſome correſpondence with ſo great a reward. I know now 
what I am to wiſh ; for he hath ſhown me what is beſt. I am not ignorant 
what I ought todo; for he hath told me. The Reward which he hath pro- 
wiſed is of that infinite value, that it is not only a ſufficxent Incentive to a 
Chearful Obedience, but a potent detence againſt all Tentations to Diſobe- 
dience. For being aſſured of ſo great a gain as an Immortal Inheritance a- 
mounts to, 1 care not to hazard, no nor to loſe ſome ſinall matters to attain 
It. And, to end my too-tedious Diſcourſe, leſt I ſhould at any time have im- 
potent thoughts of being Happy ſome other way then he hath preſcriÞb'd, 
and ſo grow ſlugpiſh and careleſs ; he hath threatned me in ſuch a manner, 

Right Reaſon that I am ſure to be more miſerable for deſpiſing the poſlibilities which he 
hath offer'd. Thus far * Alcthologus. 

Bentivolio and his Companions glad that the Miſreports which were made 
of ſuch Excellent perſons had occaſion'd them the benefit of hearing ſo inge- 
nious a Defence, begg'd Pardon of Ewmpiſtus for his Trouble, which had been 
a means of their Advantage: which was no fooner as|d, but it was given, 
Having upon the invitation of Expiſtus diverted themſelves for ſome dayes 
with him and his Vertuous Sons, Urana taking no ſmall content in the chear- 

T__ ful company of his moſt hopeful Daughter * Elpis,they perform'd the Thanks 
which ſuch freedoms and Civilities requir'd, and took their leave; and in a 
ſhort time accompliſh'd their Journey towards *Phroneſia. When they were 
come to the City,they ſoon found the way to Phyozefia's houſe ; for a loving 
b 4 kind man. Theoprepian, > Philanthropus by name, who met them happily in the ſtreet, 
directed them thither. 
They having declar'd to Phroneſia, who they were, where they had been, 
& what was their deſign; ſhe was extremely joyful at their Arrival,and pro- 
miſed all manner of Welcome which that place would aftord; heartily wiſh- 
ing that they might find ſome Pleaſure to recompenſe their abode with her, 
that ſo ſhe might be the longer happy in their company. After a few Ceremo- 
nies which are needful to make expreſſion of inward Courtehies, and ſome 
ſhort Diſcourſes, Phroneſia led them into a fair Room, and entertain'd them 
with a noble Dinner. The Preparation and Attendants were ſo diſcreetly 
order'd, that they quickly perceiv'd that Phroxeſia's houſe was govern'd by 
no ordinary Prudence. After Dinner they went into the Garden ; and ſitting 
down in the cool ſhade of agreen Arbor, which they us'd as an Umbrella to 
keepoff the hot Sun-beams, Urania, underſtanding by ſome words, which 
were ſpoken at the Table,that Phronefia had not lived alwayes in that Coun- 
try,defired her to let them know how 8 upon what deſign ſhe came thither. 
Phroneſia was very willing-toanſwer her demand, and began this: *My 
® A prudent *Husband * Phronimus was firlt ſeated in Argentora, (it may be you have 
perſes.,  —Eheardof that Country:) but by the Injury of the Times, which grew trou- 
em cn © bleſome through the violence of the covetous Inhabitants, we were forc'd 
cerninga * ©O diſpoſe of the Eſtate we had there as well as we could, and neceſſitated 
well ordered © to ſeek a more peaceful] habitation in ſome other place. For we thought it 
Rate of Mev < 15 a part of Prudence, to endeavour to eſcape the inconveniences of this 
© preſeat life, by honeſt means, and to paſs as quietly as we could through 
© this wicked World. Our defire was to fit down where we ſhould find ſuch 


© a People as would beſt ſuite with our main Deſign, which we thought to be 
the 


2 Frudence, 


Book LV. Benttvolio and Tirania. 


123 


* the principal End of Humane Life: and of this T will give you a brief ac- 
* COUNt. 

* My Husband obſerv'd By trequent conlideration, that the All-wiſe Crea- 
* tor had beltowed different forts of Being upon his Creatures, and that as 
* the Nature of any thing was more Noble, it was delign'd to more excel- 
* lent purpoſes; and amongſt the ſeveral ranks of Created Beings, with which 
* we converſe, he found none equal to Man-kind ; the Reaſonable Soul being 
* the greateſt Name of Honour 1n this lower world. 

© By this he could not but underſtand that the Felicity of humane Nature 
* muſt needs exceed that which is allotted to other Creatures; andafcer many 
* thoughts concerning it, he perceiv'd that it was this, To live conformably 
© to the dignity of a Rational Soul, and to ſerve the nobleſt End of which 
* fuch a Being is capable. He learn'd the End of every thing by tracking the 
* proper Actions of cach diſtin& Nature ; for having conlider'd theſe nar- 
f rowly, he ſaw what Mark they alw'd at. This Rule ſerved him to diſcover 
© his own higheſt End ; whilſt he view'd every thing that he was good for, he 
© ſuppos'd that the beſt Actions of which he was capable, would point unto 
* it : and when he had demanded of all his Powers, what were the beſt things 
* which they could do, they anſwer'd with an unanimous voice, To Kzow, 
© and to Love. 

« Hereupon with a ſtri& ſcrutiny he enquir'd into the Objed of thoſe Fa- 
* culties, that he might diſcover about what theſe Actions ſhould be cunver- 
« ſant ; and that, if there was Better and Worſe, he might employ his Mind 
© upon the Contemplation of the moſt excellent Truth,and fix his Love up- 
© on the beſt Good. 

« After he was gone abroad, he met with different entertainment:for ſome 
© things bore great reſpect to bodily Natureand pratified that part to which 
© they were nearerallied;but gave ſo little fatisfa&ion to this other half,that 
| he found it ſtill complaining. Searching into the reaſon of this differen, 

© he found himſelf to be of a double conſticution, a kind of middle thing be- 
« tween the Spiritual and Viſible world ; and that there was good cauſe that 
* thoſe things which had affinity with his worſe part might very well content 
© it, and that it conld not reaſonably diſlike that which was as good as it 
*{elf, that is, Fleſhly and Mortal. Bur for the ſame reaſon his Better part 
© was diſſatisfied ; for that, being acquainted with the Meliority of its con- 
* ſtiturion, and having a clear fore-ſight of the Immortality of its Duration, 
« form*d Appetites proportionable to its more refin'd Temper, and was not 
© content to glut it ſelf with material and periſhing things. 

© Upon this he reſolved to try if there was not ſome Better thing than 
* what lay open to view, which was reſerv'd for worthy Souls which would 
© take the pains to find it out : and he had no ſooner drawn the veil of Fleſh- 
© ly Being witha quick hand, but he eſpied behind it the lovely Image of 
© Spiritual Truth, and Goodneſs. Then he went up and down the world ho- 
© ping to meet ſomething which would tell him the name of that Spiritual 
© Being. 

, He had not gone very far,but many rare contrivances of Wiſdome,great 
© effes of a mighty Power and infinite teſtimonies ofan unſpeakable Good- 
* neſs inform*d him, that the beautiful Picture which he had in his fancy did 
© repreſent the Firſt Eſſence which had created all the reſt,and that his Name 
* was, GOD. They pointed alſo to him ſo diredGly, that he could nor bur 
ſe him ; and whilſt he look'd upon him, Divine PerfeQions diſplay'd 
© themſelves ſo gloriouſly in his Countenance, that he could nor take off his 
© eyes from his face: and when his Mind began to be ſatisfied with Light,and 
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© his Will with Love, he concluded that he had row found out the true 
*North, becauſe thequick point of his Soul, which did fo ſcornfully dif- 
© dain all other Reſt had fix'd it (elf here. Whereupon he reſolved to keltow 
the Remainder of his life in the Contemplation and Love of the Increated 
* Goodneſs, and to conſecrate all his Powers to the ſervice of his and the 
* worlds Creator, and to make him, who was the Beginning of all things, the 
* Laſt Endof his life ; eſpecially ſince he ſaw that whatſoever contri1þuted 
*to the happineſs of it, depended entirely uponthe Firſt Good, and was 
* wholly due to his Benignity. 

« But I remember, and I think I ſhall never forget it, he told me.that when 
* the joy of theſe thoughts began to grow Exceſſive, he ſerm'd to hear a ſofr 
© whiſper, which delivered words to this ſenſe, If you dwell alwaies unon the 
© topof this Hill, what will become of thoſe Friends whom you have l:jt below ? 
© If it be ſo good to be here, go down and endeavour to bring them up with you : 
*Whilſt he mus'd upon the meaning of this advice, he took no.1ce that he 
© was ſo conſtituted by his Maker,that he was obliged by natu: a' tics to ma- 
* ny more beſides God and himſelf; and that as Knowledg doth ea to Adi- 
© on;ſo the Beams of Heavenly Light which ſhin'd in his coul, were by a good 
© part of that Adion to refle& themſelves upon others; and that there were 
« ſeveral waies by which he might enjoy God and himſelf amongſt them, to 
© whom he ſhould: both make God known, whi!*ſt they learn'd of him, and 
© more fully ſerve the Glory of his great Maſter,by procuring the helj of ſo 


© many more Hands to work with him to ſuch Ends as pleas'd him bcft, and 


* by conſequence refer the Gifts which he had received with much more ad- 
* vantage to the praiſe of his BenefaGor. 

© Then looking further into humane Nature,he ſaw all men ſo fram'd, as to 
*havein their Souls a good foundation of mutual Love, which 15 alſo en= 
* creas'd by the reciprocal neceſſities which they have one of another ; and 
®hat they have particular Gifts beſtow'd uponeach, by which they may 
* help the Whole. By this he diſcern'd that it was not God's wi!l that he 
«ſhould live alone, but rather take ſuch a courſe of life which would corre- 


 ©ſpond with that Univerſal Sympathy with all the World, which was pro- 


*portionable to his relation toit ; which he was to expreſs in thoſe As 
* which would further all others in the purſuit of their great End, which is 
© Happineſs, in the Knowledg Love and Praiſes of God, the Firſt and Grea- 
© teſt Good, a trueaccompliſhment of their better capacities with Wiſdom 
*and Vertue; and a right enjoyment of thoſe worldly portions in which God 
© hath condeſcended to gratifie our lower Faculties. 

©With theſe Meditations he came down the Hill : But when he was at the 
© bottom, and began to conſider the forlorn ſtate of the degenerate world, 
© and took notice how moſt Nations upon the Earth,Þy the prevalent cuſtoms 
«of a vitious life, were naturalized to Folly and Wickedneſs, he was fore 


« pgriev'd for themiſery of his fellow creatures,and was ready to deſpair of 


« doingany great good with his beſt Charity. He ſaw every where the Laws 
«of Nature perverted, the Dignity of the Soul violated, the orCer of our 
e Faculties diſturb'd, and that men had chang'd the true values of things by 
« falſe Opinion, enſlav'd the ſublimity of the Mind to Senſe, and dechroning 
© Reaſon had ſet up the baſeſt Aﬀe@ions. By this means the Beauty of Holi- 
« neſs which ſhone inVertuons Habits and Actions was obliteratec, the con- 
« {nt of the Will and Appetites with the Underſtanding diſarnul!'d, ant Hu- 
c mane Natureſo far from being rais'd to thoſe heights of which it 1s capa- 
« ble in another world, that it is depreſs'd and hindred from whot it mipht 
c en;oy 1n this ; Men chuſing to a@ only ſuch unworthy parts, tra* it :5 2 
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* ſhame they act them ſo well, tecauſe it. is too clear a Teſtimony that they 
* bave miſ-beltowed their time through deplorable Ignorance of their own 
* worthand God's god intertions: One perſonating a Rich Fool, another 
* ann Honourable Slave, a third a Vouptuous Feaſt, a fourth ſome malicious 
* Fiend. And when they have for a long cime caretully endeavour'd to act 
* them to the life, the Patſions which they have repreſeuted, by Cuſtom ke- 
* come ſo natural to them, that they are good for nothing eiſe. Thus Humani- 
*ty tumbles down from its Happineſs,and loſeth even congruity with ſuch 
| things as were delign'd tor its Perfection, the glory of Divine Wiſdom,the 
© Tranquillity of pure Souls,and the Praiſe of worthy Actions. Men keep no 
* decorum in their Counſels, Aﬀections or Manners meaſuring themſelves by 
© no Rule, they let all run at random, ©o that they have ina great meaſure ba- 
© niſh'd Prudence and Piety, Honelty and Charity out of the world; and ha- 
© ving aboliſh'd the harmony of Truth and Praiſe, they live at ſuchrates 
© as if they had liſted themſelves to wage daily war againſt Reaſonable Na- 
* ture, and had conſpir'd either to bring Humanity into ſubjeQion to beaſts, 
* or elſe, in complyance with the Devil, had agreed to do what miſchiefthey 
© could todiſturb the quietneſs of the world. 

* Upon this ſad conlideration he look'd into Hiſtory, to ſee if he could 
* find that happy place, if there was any ſuch, where he might diſcover upon 
* the tops of ſome Hills any few that had eſcaped this unfortunate Deluge. 
© Seeking there for examples of a better ſtate, he happen'd tomeet with thoſe 
* which were cryed up for infallible Patterns fit for an univerſal Imitation : 
© but upon perſual he found ſuch eminent flaws and Errors in ſome,and others 
* ſo contracted and narrow, that they left out the greateſt inſtances of Per- 
©fe&ion. But that which troubled him moſt was the abſur'd praiſe of the 
* world,which did for the greateſt part chuſe ſuch things for their Laſt End, 
« which he judg'd ſo unworchy of that Dignity,that he did not eſteem them 
* neceſſary Means for the accompliſhment of his Deſigns. Alas ! he ſought 
© not the Garlands of Olympus , the Triumphs of Rome, or the Pleaſures 

*of Aſia; he took no thought who ſhould dig down the walls of Babylon ; 
« he wanted no Ships to tranſport him to the ſhores of Barbary ; he defired 
© not tO travail through the Sands of eAZrhiopra, todiſcover or winneeither 
© of the Ixates: he knew well enough that men often go to ſuch places as theſe, 
* to ſeek the Happineſs; which they have left behind them, 

*When I have ask'd him ſ,metimes the reaſon of his Tears which were oft 
© mingled with his Meditations , he would anſwer, That he could not but 
* weep , when he took notice that the chief aim of molt ranks of men in all 
© Nations was ſo poora thing as Riches; and he would profeſs that he was 
© aſhamed of the baſeneſs of men, who made themſelves Servants-to Money, 
© thinking by that to become Maſters of every thing elſe.Sometimes he would 
© ay that he was at once ſeiz'd upon with Wonder and Pity both, becauſe in 
* general he ſaw they were much tormented with a confounded hope of ſome 
* preat Good, but knew not what it was; and in particular, becauſe they 
« did not perceive that the End couldnot be Noble which was tv be at tain'd 
* withſuch Contemptible Means; and becauſe they were not awaken'd toa 
* ſenſe of their Folly by all the Sin, Trouble and Uncertainties which they 
© endured in the weariſame purſuit of ſo meana prize; but they were def- 
© perate]y reſolv'd upon their buſineſs, and wouid'go through the way which 
© led to their Journeys End, though it was never ſo bad. For this he ſaw 
© ſome Princes ſtuff their Crowns with Thorn; : For this Subjeds dethron'd 
thoſe whom God had ſet up, hoping to riſe to riches by the Fall of ſuch 
© whom they cou!d rob when they were down. This made i}:e Grandees take 
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* parc with ether ſide, as they beſt hoped to iwp: ove ard 1lecure what they 
* had already acquired. The Citizens toited infinite'y, becauſe they thought 
* there was no reaſon for which men ſhouid ke judged worthy of Great '1 i- 
* tles, but that they had been ſo wiſe as to become ricker then their Neigh- 
* tours. For this the Plowman ſtrives to out-diudge his kcalts, that he way 
*grow a wealthy Yeoman : upon this account the Merchant ventures all,and 
* his Wife and Children are content that he ſhou'd hazard himſelf too, in 
© hopes of going to the fea-fide when he returns, and of receiving him en- 
*rich'd with the gains of his Adventures ; though it 1vay be he and tis Jew- 
© els are caſt away upon ſome walicious Rock inſight of the Shore, This 
* fills all forts of Labourers with daily cares, tle High-wayes and Priſons 
*with Thieves, and the Courts ot Law with endlefs Suits: For this the 
© Land is oppreſs'd with Souldiers, and the Sea covered with Fleers,and in- 
* felted with Pirates, Princes Houſes infeed with Flatterers and Hypo- 

© crites, and the City throng'd with Cheaters: For' this Women de- 
© ſpiſe their Chaſtity , and Men their Honour. In ſhort, This makes 

© the Miner dig into the entrailsof the Eaxth, and the Mariner dive in- 

©ro the bowels of the Sea, to fetch up more noble Chains to inthrall 

© his Soul. | 

© Upon this he perceived plainly that Riches were the one General End 
© that all aim'd at, though they took divers waies to come at it ; and before 
© they could arrive at it, plung'd themſelves in unſpeakable miſeries, which 
©jtis impoſlible that they ſhould eſcape, fince being deſtitute. of inward 
* Worth they ſought to make it up with ſuch an unworthy Compenſation, 
« and whilſt they pretended to admire Happineſs, flight&d the true means 
© to obtain it;nay though they ſee their Labour loſt,and their Liberty enſla- 
eyed, and find their Minds gall'd with the falſhood of Flatterers, their 
© Hopes unſecure in the uncertainty of Riches, and that they are tired with 
© beaſtly Pleaſures, and kill'd with rotten Luxuries, to which their great 
© heaps of Money adminiſter fewe! ; though they ſee that they have taken 
«© their way through Precipices, and fallen into bottomleſs Pics, and are 
© ;udg'd mad by the Wiſe, (for they do it knowingly and willingly) they are 
© not diſpleas'd that they have taken ſo much pains to make their condition 
© ſo calamitous z only they are vex'd becauſe it proves no better, 

© £o that the World ſeems to be like a company of tumultuous people,wh.o 
© being made falſly to believe that a Jewel of invaluable price is loſt ina 
«© certain place fill'd with ordinary Pebbles, for fear of being prevented by 
$ one or other, in the Morning, they make haſte thither in the Night, and 
© when they are met , ſcuffle inthe Dark to ſeek what is impoſſible to be 
© found there ; but if any chance to take up ſome ordinary Stone, which 
© they all trod upon with contempt the day before, then.tormented with a 
« groundleſ; ſuſpicion, they pull, fight, ſtrike and cry, and ſome laughat the 
« xjidiculewſneſs of their own and others folly. 

You ſee, Noble Gueſts, quoth * Phroxeſie, refleQing upon the length of 
her diſcourſe, I am ſo tedious in giving you ananſwer, that I amafraid you 
do repent of havingask'd me the queſtion : but I will contra my Story, 
© After our arrival in ſundry places where my Husbands fears were verified 
*and his deſpair encreas'd, being much affrighted with this ſad face of 
* things which appear'd every where, he prayed earneſtly toGod to ſhow 
© us ſome place where we might find better Company. Heaven heard his 
« Prayer, and brought us acquainted with a Centleman, who gave us notice 
© of the Vertuous temper of the 2 Theoprepians, and in particular of the good 
« Nature of the ®.Philadelphians , who not only maintain'd a great Charity 
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* among themſe.ves, but for all that detired .o converſe with them. By the 
* euidance of this happy Starr we light upon this Country : of which tune, 
«| cannever think without tears of Joy ; for here we found Wiſſome and 
* Love in league with Truch and Coodnefs , Re'igion and Righteouſneſs em- 
* brac.ng TenyPerance and Prudence ; here we found thoſe quiet Habita- 
« tions where Charity, Tranquilliry,and the Freedome of all plain Converſe 
< had repos'd themſelves, where every thing that belongs to the Serenity of 
©Raticnal Life flouriſheth ; and to conclude, here we faw what we had 
© heard of in other places, wiſh'd in all, but hoped to find in none. 

© I have told you, quoth Phroneſia, how and upon what Deſign we came 
hither ; and I believe by the prolixity of wy Narration have mace you often 
wiſh that I hadeither not begun , orelſe ended it ſooner. No, affure your 
ſelf, ſaid Urania ; 1f your journey from Argentora had been no more trou- 
bleſome to you then the Relation of it hath been tedious to us, we ſhould 
not have compaſſionated your Travails. But fince you have given us ſuch 
pleaſure from your Aﬀlicions,pray let us alfo taſte the joy of your Proſpe- 
rity. I make no doubt bur we,who have pitied you in our thoughts for what 
you ſuffer'd before, ſhall much more eafily rejoyce with you when we ſhall 
more fully underſtand the happineſs of your preſent condition. 

In obedience to your Commands , whoſe company is a preat part of our 
Happineſs, I will proceed, quoth Phroneſia, to a further Relation of the ſtate 
© of Theoprepia. © This City with the Conſent of the people was built by my 
* Husband , and, upon their motion, call'd after my name, and hath # Exps- 
© tia upon the Weſt, b Euſebia South, © Philadelphia Eaſt, and upon the North 


a Good belief. 
b Godlineſs. 
© Bratherly 


« d Sophroſyne , as I ſuppoſe you may have heard in Expiſtia. This City is the love. 


«© Metropolis to them all. Here they have ereced a magnificent Temple , by 
«© the advice of the Exſebians,in which they celebrate the praiſes of the Great 
«£ and Good God whom they all worſhip with moſt hearty Devotion. 
 *TheCity is ſeated, as you ſee, upon a pleaſant Hill ; rais'd toa moderate 
© proportion of height above the adjacent Country. This ſinall piece of ri- 
« fing ground is ſo ſituated, as if it had been mark'd out by Nature for the de- 
« ſtin'd foundation of a Metropolis. It is plentifully water'd with both the 
«ſtreams of © Agathoryton, which deſcending from the rais'd Top of the Hill 
e fTheorns, docaſily run up the higheſt places of the City. We have not en- 
* compals'd it with any Wall, becauſe it is plac'd in the middle of the Coun- 
© try , and guarded with the Strength of all the Inhabitants which dwell in 
© che Circumference. We know that the united Courage of honeſt-minded 
* people is the onely ſafeguard of a City or Country; and have obferv'd 
© that walled Towns not defended by the Valour of thoſe which dwelt in 
* them, are but vain ſignifications of Safety. The Theopreptans are ſo inoffen- 
« five, that they will not provoke others ; and they are ſo united;that others 
* dare not offend them. 

* I wou'd not have you, Noble Friends, tounderſtand this relation ſo , as 
* to think that the ſeveral parts of 8 Theoprepia , which I have mention'd un- 


d Temperance. 


e Flowing 
with goed. 


One that con» 


template: di- 
vine things. 


g The dj.ins 


* der diſtin&names , have different waies of life, each being ccnfin'd to the Sate. 
* ſtri& ſenſe of its Title ; or that the City > Phroxeſia is govern'd by other h Prudence. 


© rules than the Country. No, they all live according to the ſame Inſtitu- 
*t1ons only each Country hath taken its name from excellent Perfons, who 
* were Eminent in thoſe particu'ar Pexfecions to which their Names carry 
* reference : and having learn'd from them the worth of thoſe Vertues, they 
© not only conform'd their practiſe to them, but as a grateful! remembrance © 
* ſuch worthy Leaders, they were willing to bear their Names in the Title 
* of their Country. 
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a A piows man. © ®Euſebius taught his peo ple the Worſhip of Cod; >. Philaae/phus gave tte 
b 4charinable © 1116 Rutes of Charity ; <Enupiſtus diſcover'd the Grounds of Faith; 4Sophren 
_ b-l;e- * made them underſtand the Laws of Temperance 3 and © Phrontmus ſhow'd 
ages © them how they might joyn all cheſe dire&ions together ; and ſo oth wade 
l/s "ret < this City a glorious Metropolis,and brought the Country byWYhe obſervance 
«© 4 prudent « of the foremention'd Laws to ſuch a good Temper, that they are not unde- 
OY «{crvedly honour'd with the Name of Theoprep14. 
« Fut I ſhall give you a view of their Conſtitution in the ſeveral pieces,of 
* which the whole frame is made up,and ſhow you after what Method he put 
* chem together. He ſaw that Man was made with a natural defire to have 
* Neighbours, and was ſoutterly dif contented without them, that he was apt 
© tobe weary of himſe'f in Solitude, and eſteemed loneſomeneſs a cloſe Im- 
* priſonment 3 God hath fitted him with Speech and Reaſop, as rare inſtru- 
© ments of Converſe, and hath ſo equally diſtributed his Gifts,that each ofus 
« muſt be beho'den to another for ſomething, orelſe want that Happineſs 
« which we might enjoy in Society. So one Nation Ioſeth its part of the good 
« things with which another is bleſt, if there be not a friendly Commerce 
« between them. Beſides this, every Single man was aware that the Felicity 
© which he did enjoy was in danger of being diſturb'd by others, unleſs he 
« could make rome Companions of his Fortune, and give part to ſecure the 
« whole, both againſt ſuch ill-diſpos'd Forreigners which through Envy 
«© might aſſault them from without, or ſuch ill-principl'd Neighbours which 
« might work them miſchief from among themſelves. As the State of any peo- 
« ple grows more Happy, they ever expe more Envy ; and the harm which 
« that will threaten cannot be avoided but by their firm union.ThisUnian can 
« neyer be eſtabliſhed but by ſuch Principles and Rules as will make all that 
© are concern'd in it to underſtand that their Intereſt was ſo really cared for 
«© in the whole, that the Union is a Common Benefit toall ; and not an oblique 
« Deſign to advance any particular intereſt, colour'd over with the ſpecious 
© pretence of Publick Good. 
* 4 prides * This * Phronimu had in hiseye; for he well knew that the whole could 
_ © not be happy if any part were miſerable. Hehad often conſider*d the un- 
© fpeakable miſeries which many Nations ſuffer, where a tew neglecting, what 
«they moſt pretend, the Good of all, take in only the Intereſts of theGreat 
$ and Rich.. Phrenimus could find no way to prevent this, but by laying the 
« bottoms of their Concord in firm Principles of mutual Regard ; that by a 
© oreat Righteouſneſs and true Love, taking a prudent and juſt care of all 
<1nens Concerns, he might ſtop the main Spring from whence all Calamities 
« do flow, whichis, Covetows Ambition : for though guilty men blame other 
« things, yet they themſelves know that this only is in fault. 
« To efte& this, he acquainted the Theoprepians that he thad obſerv'd the 
* 4 charitable © Wiſdom of * Philadelphus in ordering the affairs of that Country to have 
_ © been ſo great, that it could not be exceeded by any Mortal man : and that 
« the fruits of it were not more viſible to the Senſe in the flouriſhing peace 
* of the Philadelphiens, then the Roots upon which their Happineſs 
© were manifeſt to Reaſon; for that he had laid the foundation of their Unity 
<$jn Love, whichis the Bond of all Humane Society : This Love he compre- 
© hended ina few Precepts,which were ſ> plain, that every body underſtood 
« the words; ſo good, that the ſenſe was apparently juſt ; and ſo full,thar they 
« included all Duties. They were theſe > To love others as themſelves, To do 
© what they did _— to be done to themſelves, and Nt to offer that which they 
© would not as willingly receive from others. | 
« The Prudence and Juſtice of theſe Rules.vas ſo acceptable, my oy 
embrac' 
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* embrac'd them with an unanimous conſent, and immediately tetied upen 
© ſucha firm bottom, that, before they were aware, they found themſelves ſc 
* ſtriciy united, that they were become Members one of another. As they 
* did by the natural intimacy of Selt-love know what it was to wiſh well ty 
* themſclves, they did ſufficiently underſtand the Rule by which they were 
*tDa& towards others ; and acknowledg'd it for juſt and good,becauſe they 
© defir'd the ſame meaſure from others ; and they ſaw it muſt needs be an e- 
* vendireGion, becauſe it had a proportionable Regard to all.By this, blind 
© Self-will was curb*d, foolifh Self-eſtimation inſtructed,and a rare Goud- 
*will kindled amongſt them : for they received what they could juftly 
« defire, and fear'd not to ſuffer the Wrong which they did not do, and 
* knew that they were in no danger fromſ\uch who loved them as them- 
* ſelves. 

© Thus in ſtead of a multicucle of voluminous Law-Books, and PandeG; 
© of intricate Statutes, whichare by unjuſt men ſo much the more valued,as 
* they are unfit for the true end of all Laws,and which they deſire to be made 
* obſcure, that they might expound them as they liſt, he appointed only the 
* forementioned Rules, and ſo prevented the miſeries which Ambition and 
* Covetouſneſs alwayes bring with them. For having received by theſe full 
*notice of their own and others Rights,they knew they couldnot be Ambi- 
©tious, and ſeek to enflave others to their Wills, or covetous, and ſnatch 
©* more then their own ſtare of thoſe good things which God hath plentiful. 
© ly diſtributed among them all, but they muſt needs tranſgreſs the moſt juſt 
< Laws, and be challeng'd for their fault by an inward ſenſe of the Unreaſo- 
© nableneſs of their Sin, Having poſſeſs'd their Souls with theſe Reaſons of 
« Charity, and lodg'd in their Hearts a true affeQion to the Good of others, 
* they are ſo far from endeavouring to thruſt others below them that their 
* own height may be more apparent, or getting unduly from others that they 
* may ſwell their private Heap, that they abhor not only the Aion, leſt the 
*Law ſhould take notice ; but the Thought, leſt they ſhould be forc'd to 
©condewn themſelves when they call thenxelves to account for thinking ſo 
* unworthily ; and they further the gocd of others, becauſe they perceive, 
* if they were miſerable inany reſpe&, they ſhould bear a part of their AF- 
«fliction by the juſt Sympathy of mutual Love. As theſe Principles have 
© fix'd upon every mans heart a full contentment with his particular porti- 
* on, ſo they have abundantly pleas'd the whole in the poſſeſſion of what God 
© hathaſſign'deo them as their General Lot ; by whichmeans they are neither 
*<troubled at Home with thoſe Contentions and Complaints which arethe 
* eflects of the Rapine and Pride of Unjuſt Neighbours,neither do they ſeek 
* to en/arge their borders by invading any forreign Prince or State. 

* Having agreed upon their Laws, and made the Office of Chief-Magi- 
* ſtrate hereditary to our Family, in which they have beſtowed an Honour 
* upon us which I muſt everacknowledg, and prudently conſulted againſt 
* thoſe miſchiefs which from emulous Competitors are ſtill incident to thoſe 
* Kingdoms where itis EleRive ; by the advice of Phronimus they choſe 
* ſuch Miniſters of Law, whoſe Tempers were moſt ſutablerothe Laws,and 
* of this they madea judgment only by the Conformity of their converſati- 
© ons. The experience ofa regular life in a private capacity adminiſters hopes 
* of an excellent Governour. But Phronimus was more careful in this 
* point, becauſe the people look at the Magiſtrates Example both as a fair 
* Pattern, and a kind of Law to defend what they do in imitation of it. And 
© ke knewthat the Compoſition of one who is intruſted with the Rights of 
*,pany is of that important Gaodneſs, that many thingsare requiſite to make 
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* jt vp,as Prudence in the management of affairs, Perſpicacity of Underſtan- 
* ding, impartial Honeſty in the diſtribution of Juſtice, Meekneſs of Diſ.0- 
* ſition that he may be willing to ſerve in Love, a Modeſty not apt to be diſ- 
* compos'd with Honour, Temperance that will not be diſgrac'd with Lux- 
* ury, a Generousmind that ſcorns to be corrupted with Money, a Gravity 
* correſpondent to his Authority, and ſuch a Courage that dares doa Jult 
* thing though it diſpleaſe. 

* As the Miniſters of Juſtice come not to their places by thoſe unworthy 

* wales which are us'd in other Countreys , ſoneither are they hindred in 
* the diſcharge of their Truſt by the obſtinate Manners which elſewhere are 
* ſome diſcouragement to the beſt Officers. They honour their Governours 
* 25 petty Gods. As thoſe who are by God above others, ought to love thofe 
© for whoſe good they were rais'd ; ſo the people ought to yield free Obe- 
© dience, fince for the Happineſs of the Whole it is neceſſary that they thould 
* be govern'd by others, who for that reaſon muſt be above them. Here they 
© like their duties,and take their obligation from an babi ual love of Vertue. 
© The Fear of Puniſhment prevails not here: for though Puniſhment be an 
© appurtenance of Law, and neceſſary in regard of ſome unjuſt perſons, who 
* muſt by it be compell'd to do their duty, or ſuffer, to make Reparation 
* and Example of violated obedience (and they have ſuch here as are fitly 
* appointed according to the nature of. each fault;) yet it is leſs needful 
© here, becauſe the people count no puniſhment equal to the deſerving of ir. 
©50 that the chief work of their Judges is, to decide ſome doubtful Caſes 
* withan impartial Judgment, and to make their definitive Sentence end all 
© further controverſie with the power of their juſt Authority. 

Here * Phronefi« waking a little pauſe, ſaid, © Noble friends, you will ic 
© may be expe, that ſince I have affirm'd —_—_—_ to be built upon ſo 
© bravea Foundation, I ſhould beable to ſhow you ſome correſpondent Su- 
* perſtrucure ; and that I will do immediately. For thoſe Holy Rules, being 
© inviolably kept by them, have produc'd all the deſirable Effte&s of good 
* Government, and made all orders of people among them as happy as the 
* condition of this world will bear ; both by improving and ſecuring all 
* their Enjoyments,and relieving the Infirmities which are common to them 
* with all Mankind, as far as the comfort of Society with the beſt of Neigh- 
© bours can give ſuccour, | 

© If I ſhould ſpeak of all Particulars, I ſhould weary you and wy ſelf: but 
* I will recount ſome few, that by them you may judge of the reſt.Every man 
* is ſufficiently ſecured againſt Wrong among thoſe which rejoyce to do 
© 800d, and eſteem it but a ſmall piece of Righteouſneſs to dono hurt, and 
< who judpe it unjuſt not to help others in every thing which doth not harm 
© themſelves. The concernments of Soul and Body, which divide our whole 
< Man between them, are carefully preſery'd by all. Why ſhould they wrong 
© others in Body,detraQ from their Name, deſpoil thew of their Goods by 
© Force or Fraud, when their own defiresnot to be ſo uſed would make their 
* Actions odious to themſelves,as well as afliive to others ; They will very 
© hardly do Wrong, who have accuſtom'd themſelves to part with their 
* Right, which they can ſpare, when they are through miſtake wrong'd by 
* others; and though the caſe require ſome, yet then content themſelves with 


*” © moderate Sarisfaftion. 


© They have a principal care of Souls, to teach them knowledg,and im- 
© prove them in Vertue by good Example. They eſteem this duty but a Gra- 


*titude in themſelves, becauſe they have receiv'd the ſame Favour from 


*thoſe which are gone before them, that they might be enabled _—_ 
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« obliged to ſhow it ioſuch as comeafter them. I heir ſorrow for others Mi- 
« ſeries engageth them to further the Happineſs which they deſire, by dire- 
* ing them in the way to it, and by ſhowing them how toeſcape the calami- 
* ties of Ignorance, Vice, Youth, Age, Sickneſs and Poverty. | 

* Becauſe things of Immortal concerament are greateft, they acquaint the 
* Ignorant with the Nature and Duration of Souls ; and teach them ſo to or- 
* der this ſhort life, as to attain tke peace of a good Conſcience, by anearly 
* Vertue, and conſtant perſeverance in Well-doing, and ſo prepare them for 
* a true hope of a happy life aftera chearful departure from.this world. If 
* any erre, they ſhow him his way 3 When they ſee him ſluggiſh, they provoke 
© him to hisduty with ſtrong Incentives; if he offend, they admoniſh him ; 
* and if he be dejecied, they adminiſter Conſolation according to the nature 
© of his Grief. | 

«Becauſe Children are born Impotent and Imperfe&, they endeavour to 
© prevent ſuch miſchiefs as may be ſeparated from their Nativity ; and be- 
* cauſe anexcellent complexion of Nature 1s a great advantage to Vertue, 
* they are careful] of fit Marriages, and good Nurſes the Mother is alwaies 
* Nurſe too, if ſhe be able to perform that office. When their underſtan- 
* ding begins to come in uſe they are curious of their Education ; for want 
* of which, wany that are ill born are worſe bred: and as they grow in years 
«nd into the confines of Child-hood and Manhood, and are lyable to the 
© Vices of both ſtates, they uſe all poſſible means of their preſervaſion, and 
« amongſt the reſt the vigilant eyes of wiſe and Vertuous Tutors; wha iri 
© Theoprepia are perſons of good eſteem, and want no due encouragements. 
© They have a ſufficient number of Schools at convenient diſtances,by which 
© the attainment of Knowledg and Goodneſs is unſpeakably facilitated: For 
© they are taught to know worthy things as ſoon ,as they know any thing ; 
© and their inclinations are ingaged to Vertue before they are ſeiz'd upon 
© and ruin'd by habitual Sin. Which 1s, in my opinion, a great piece of Pru- 
« dence : for from this praGiiſe they find a benign influence to flow upon the 
© whole Country; whilſt thoſe which havelearn'd do afterward teach others, 
© and give as good an Example as they have receiv d. The Theoprepians are 
* oreat lovers of true Learning and all Ingenuous Arts and have better Me- 
© thods of Study then moſt other places, and ſoarrive at that height of skill 
© ina few Months,which others after theexpence ofmany years ſcarce attain 
<at laſt, by reaſon of the Prepoſterouſneſs of their Induſtry. Their cuſtom 
* is, when they perceive in any a particular inclinationto ſome Art, taking 
< it as a probable Augury of ſpecial aptitude, to conſign them to that Study, 
* in which they uſually prove excellent. 

« But as things are valuable according to their Uſes, and Means are rated 
« by the Ends which they ſerve ; ſod the Theoprepiaps beſtow their pains 
© chiefly to improve their beſt Faculties,that having accompliſh'd them with 
* the Knowledg of Tongues and the more Noble Arts,they may be moreable 
* to advance the good of Mankind, | 

{Their chief deſign is to make their Youth pexfed in Ethicks,that ſo they 
* may be Prudent, Religious and.Good, They inform them carefully in the 
* Principles of true Logock, and help Natural Reafon with Artificial. They 
© Induriouſly purſue the Knowledg of Nature, that they may underſtand the 
© Works of God, and by them Him. They are well vers'd in Mathematicks; 
* which Profeſſion is honorable to the Student, becauſe it makes him ſervice- 
©*able to his Country.They negle& not Agriculture, becauſe the Earth brings 
« forth all things. Knowing the ſeveral benefits of Converſe with forreign 
© parts,they are expert in Navigation. In ſhort, they encourage the Knowledg 
« and advancement of every uſeful Trade. They 
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« They make their Recreations of ſuch things as have Art in them and pay 
© the Rational part ſomething for the Intermiſſion of its more Spiritual Ex- 
<erciſe : and though they areafraid of Corporal pleaſures, yet they do al- 
£ Jow honeſt and healthful Exerciſes of the Fody to ſtrong and active Con- 
e ſtitutions. In ſteadof thoſe fooliſh playes of Dice and Cards, by which 
«Youth in other places make a vain Conſumption of their time, (by the 
« Permiſſion of their Uncharitable Parents, who through unſpeakable Im- 
« prudence do often, beſides their Time waſte alſo the Eſtates in that moſt 
$ hurtful ſort of Idleneſs) they pleaſe themſelves with expreſſing the Rules 
«© of Rketorick in Maſculine Orations; and ſometimes entertain themſelves 
£ with Muſick ; and when they uſe their Voices,they ſer good Notes to Moral 
£ and Hiſtorical Ditties, and ſo praGiſe Muſick and Poetry Eoth at once. 
© They negled no Art that hath any worth in it ; but they care not for Sci- 
© ence, falſly ſo call'd, by what Title ſoever it be magnified : of ſuch Arts 
© as make only for Pomp and ſerve Vanity they are not curious. They eſteem 
© none learn'd for knowing a few odd words, but ſuch as are enrich'd with 
© uſeful Notions. They let alone the trifling niceties of Queſtioniſts, becauſe 
© they have not yet learn'd what they are good for. They condemn ſome 
© miſchievous Arts which areallow'd in other careleſs Nations, as Divinati- 
©*o9nby the Stars : A Judicial Aſtrologer would be puniſh'd for a Cheater 
* among them, and they eſteem his Profeſſion but a black Art. 

Here Phroneſis being almoſt tired, and fearing leſt her Auditors ſhould 
be as weary of hearing as ſhe was with ſpeaking, ſaid, I have ſo oft excus'd 
my tediouſnes , that I haveencreasd wy fault with Apologies : but I muſt 
entreat your patience, becauſe you have ſet me a task which I could not finiſh 
ſooner. 

© As they beſtow a great care upon Youth that it may be fit to ſerve ; ſo 
© they negle& not old Age, becauſe it hath done its work : and therefore, as 
* part of their Reward, they diſpoſe their old people ina convenient houſe 
© tuilt with plentyof Rooms, where they have company, and all neceſſaries 
© provided to alleviate the burden of their decrepit time, and to prepare 


© them for a better world. In the ſame Houſe they lodge their Sick ; where 


* they have Diet, Phyſick,and Attendance proportion'd to their m—_— 
«The Poor, which are but few in Theeprepia, becauſe Rapine dothnot dwell 
* there,are accommodated after ſucha ſort, that their Poverty doth not grieve 
* them < though they have nothing of their own, they are ſo ſupplied by the 
© Publick Charity diſcreetly managed, that they areneither forc'd to ſteal , 
©nor dye for hunger, as they do in other Countries. Theſe offices of Love 
© towards the Neceſlitous are perform'd with a great willingneſs, becauſe it 
© is made a part of their Religion, To comfort the Fatherleſs, and relieve 
* Widows in their affliion, and to ſympathize with thoſe which are bound , 
© as if they were tied with them in the ſame cords of Adverſity : they count 
* italſo a baſe thing to afford only good Wiſhes to ſuch as need thoſe further 
<aſſiſtances which they are able to allow. | 
*As they are thus paſſionately affe&ed with the Sufferings of Humanity,not 
«< knowing how ſoon they may need ſome, or all the conrteſies which they be- 
«eſtow ; ſothey are moſt pun&ual obſervers, of thoſe ſacred Obligations 
« which God hath laid upon men in Natural and Civil Relations. This ſort of 
« Righteouſneſs muſt needs be fecure, becauſe that which is elſewhere per- 
« form'd by the neceſſity of Conſanguinity is here the choice of Love.Thoſe 
« Silver cords, by which other Societies are tied together, are here changed 
c for golden chains, and multiplied to at inviolable ſtrength. The particular 
« Vertues of every diſtin Relation ace ſo diſplay'd in the Theoprepians 
practiſe, 
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* practiſe, that you wou.d think their Converſation a Mirrour, wade only 
* for their lively repreſentation. It were tco long to nawe than.- The Pru- 
* dence and Felicity of Vietlant Mayiſtrates, the chearful Submiſſions of Loyal 
* Subjetts, the wiſe Deportment of Loving Husbands, the modeſt Obſervance 
«© of Ubedient Wives, the indulgent Aﬀettions of Careful Parent s, the ingenu- 
« ous Gratituae of Dutiful Chilaren,the diſcreet Commanas of Gentle Mafters, 
* and the ready Performances of W illing Servants. | 

« Such as are not related to each other in the forgmention'd Reſpeds, are 
*pyet ſo much made one by their common Union,that you would eſtcem their 
* carriage not an expreſſion of ordinary behaviour ; bur rather a School, 
* where thoſe Vertues which concern the general condition of Mankind 
* were form'd by induſtry anddeſign, to give notice to learners to what height 
* they may come. 

« Courteſie is natura!, and Kindneſs habitval. They are abundant!y Civil, 
* though regardleſs of thoſe Ceremonies which are neceflary complements 
*to hide the Defects of true Love among other people: Men having not ſo 
* far put away the remewbrance of themſelves, bur that in moſt places they 
* keepon the Form of Humanity, What is but a Show otherwhere , is ſub- 
* ſtance here ; declar'd in fewer words, but more good deeds, Simplicity is 
* at the bottom of all their converſe: why ſhould they hide their Hearts from 
© ſuch as love them? or how can they make a ſhow of whart is not in their 
* Hearts to ſuchas they themſelves love? Friendſhip is at a high pitch.Never 
* was therea more noble Communion of Souls upon Earth. Their Joyes muſt 
© needs be doubled by the Good of others , whoſe Calamities they reckon 
© their own. Love mult needs be firm in its Nature and rais'd in its Worth, 
© where it is not ſoldred with Luft or baſe Intereſts. 

* Humility is great Honour. Why ſhould ſuch expreſs Arrogancy in word 
© or deed, who remember how unacceptable it is to themſelves to beaffron- 
* ted, and think none ſo worthy of honour as thoſe which moſt willingly give 
*it ? Covetouſneſs is ealily avoided, where want is not feared, where Worth 
* is not meaſur'd by the largeneſs or number of great Cheſts, and where thoſe 
* which gain unduly,make account that the more they oppreſs or circumvent 
* into want , the more they mult relieve, This ſpirit, like an all-ſoveraign 
* Balſam , frees them from thoſe noiſame Plagues which do ordinarily infelt 
* the Societies of men, Hatred, Envybitter Zeal,e Malice, Suſpicion, Cruelty, 
* Moroſity, Strife and Revenge. How can they hate others who count all men 
* their Brethren , and have charg'd themſelves with ſuch a noble expoſition 
* of Love, that they eſteem it Hatred not to loye them? Envy hath noroom 
* with them, for they ſee if it ſhould, ir would be wiſplac'd upon ſuch as ei- 
* ther they themſelves ſhould have endeavoured to make bappy, or by whoſe 
© happineſs they ſee their own Gund promoted, Bitter Zeal is contrary to 
© their Temper , for when it is moſt warm, it is ſtill ſweet; neyer ſtirr'd but 
* with juſt Motives , and ever accompanied with great Charity. Tbey bate 
* Malice, both becauſe they will not he afflicted with ſuch a ſcurvy Paſſion, 
© and becauſe their endearment of their Neighbours welfare doth not peruwt 
* them to think how to afflit him. They arefar remayed from all Cruelty for 
* they have forbidden themſelves rath Anger. They abandon all Moroſity ; 
# being ſo candid and affable , that they have a peeviſh Sowrnefs in the ſame 
© diſgrace with ſordid Flattery. They are free from Suſpician , ever belei- 
& ving that their Neighbour is good, ar hoping that he will be ſo ; and whilſt 
© they endeayour to make him betrer , they know this is one means , to cover 
*and bear with his Infirmities. They eaſily avoid Offence in their language 
© and deportment , baving baniſh'd the ſpiric af Contenticn from awong 
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* them. They have nothing to do with any ſort of Revenge bur Forgiveneſs, 
© both becauſe it is a Fundamental Law of their Kingcom to requite evil 
* with good, and becauſe they do not defire to entail quarrels upon tieir Po- 
* ſterity ; neither do they allow that Unchriſtian nction of Honour, that paſ- 
* ſeth ſo currantly with ſuch as can diſpenſe with their duty,v hen they nwſt 
* ſufier in their reputation among the Ignorant for doing of it. 

* Thus the Theoprepians leada happy life upon Earth: Juſtice and Charity, 
* which are baniſhed fram other Nations, have taken Sanduary here ; Tran- 
« quillity, which could not procure room to ſet her foot in other parts of the 
* tumultuous world, hath here erected her Throne ; Plenty, which doth not 
* ſatisfie other places with her largeſt Meaſures,doth here take away the very 
© name of Want with ſuch proportions as they deſpiſe and abuſe : and they 
© ſee plainly by theirown Experience, that it isnot from Gods unkountiful- 
* neſs, but mens Folly and Wickedneſs , that they do not live happily in this 
«World, whilſt ſome imprudently manage, and others wickedly miſpend 
© his Gifts, 

When * Phrozeſia had gon ſo far, her chief Gentlewan, call'd b Anchinogs, 
brought word that Supper was ready ,and defired to know ifſhe would have 
it ſet upon the Table. Yes with all my heart, ſaid Phroneſia ; and took that 
fir opportunity to end her Drſcourſe, begging pardon of Urania and her no- 
ble Companions, who inſtead of that return'd her moſt humble thanks - and 
but that they were ſtil! to enjoy her preſence , would not have gone out of 


the Arbour for all the Suppers in the world ; for they valued her converſe 
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above all other poſſible Entertainments. | 

After Supper, asone that was preſent reported , they pleas'd themſelves 
with putting divers ingenious Queſtions concerning the argument of Phyo- 
nefia's Speech,which I do not at preſent remember ; and becauſe they would 
be too long to be here inſerted, I am the leſs offended at the weakneſs of my 
memory. But after they had ta:ked away a good part of the Night,they were 
conducted to their Chambers to ſleep out the reſt. | 

In the Morning they receiv'd a Meſſage from © Theoſebius to invite them 
to dine with him that day, and alſo to favour him with their good company 
in the Temple that morning , where ſome ſolemn Devotions were to be per- 
formed. They accepted his courteous offer,and return'd a thankful anſwer, 
being very willing to partake in thoſe Prayers which ſuch Holy perſons of- 
fer'd, and to receive Love from thoſe who were moſt worthy to be loved. 

When they were come down into the Hall , they were civilly accoſted by 
Phroneſia, who'alſo excus'd her ſelf tothem , that for an hour or two ſhe 
ſhould be depriv'd of their moſt defired company , praying them to impute 
this her involuntary Abſence to the irreſiſtableurgency of moſt important 
Buſineſs. She acquainted them that ſhe would leave with chem 4 {merimmus, 
who was an intimate friend of *Theoſebius,to whoſe piety & pruderce ke did 
commit his chief affairs, and that he ſhould attend them either in the Gardens 
or whereſoever they would pleaſe to divert themſelves. They received het 
Civility with all thankful correſpondence, and diſmiſs'd her ; much pleas'd 
that ſhe had brought them acquainted with Amerimnus , by whom they ho- 
ped to underſtand ſomething of the Diſpoſition and Manners of Theoſebius. 
That they might not loſe ſuch a fair opportunity, they walked into the Gar- 
den,and taking the advantage of handſome Seats in a place where they might 
have a full view of f Euſebia, Bentivolio defired . Amerimnus to oblige him 
and the Company with ſome ſuch reports as he ſhould think fit to give to 
ſtrangers of the Holy life of Theoſebius. I ſhould moſt willingly obey your 


command, quoth Amerimnus , but that I am not able to draw to the life the 
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Image of ſuch an Excellent perſon, or to expreſs any juſt reſemblances of 

his Vertues. Alas his Worth is above the higheſt praiſes that I can reach ; 

and yet ſome, peradvencure , who have been only acquainted with ordina- 

ry perfe&tious, would think that I extol him upon deſign, more than his Me- 

rit, But as I know that you have the faireſt degrees of high attainments in 

* yourown Experience, and ſb cannot but judg that poſſible of which you 
| are Inſtarices ; I will give you a ſhort deſcription of his Excellencies ; and 
the rather , becauſe it will not be long before you will converſe with him , 

and then you may eaſily corre& the wrongs which I ſhall do him. 
The chief thing which he aims at is to be a true Lover of God, to whoſe x,ue Godlineſe. 

| ſervice he hath entirely devoted himſelf : he thinks all noble affe&ions due 
| unto him, and judgeth Love miſplac'd if it be beſtow'd upon any thing elſe, 
except in very low degrees. As he finds the Excellency of things diflerent, 
he appoints them diſtin& allowances of thatafte&ion, which yer are but ſe- 
veral ſorts of ſmall meaſures : but as God is out of all meaſure exceſſive in 
Amiableneſs , ſo he hath ſet no bounds to the Love which he hath for him. 
I haveoftenheard him ſay , That he is not worthy of the name of a Heavenly 
Lover, that dothnot love God with his whole Soul : In which I wuſt confeſs 
I cannot but think him in the right, for the Greateſt Good doth juſtly chal- 
lenge the beſt Love. His afte&on is ſo really fix'd here, that he ſeeks no- 
thing but Union with God ; and doubting that he is not yet come to the tit- 
moſt intimacy which is poſſible to an holy Soul , he doth endeayour conti- 
nually to make nearer Approaches. He told me one day, that he ſeem'd to 
ſee the mouth of Hell open, when he did but think of ſuch a ſtate wherein 
men are remov'd from loving and being beloved of the infinitely good God, 
He hath conſecrated himſelf for a holy Temple to God , and hath made his 
Soul that ſpiritual Image wherein the Divine likeneſs doth ſhine ; and being 
kindled with the vigorous heat of celeſtial Love, he offers up his heart for a 
daily Sacrifice;the flames which aſcend areall perfum'd with the breathings 
of Seraphick Joy,mix'd with anhelations of fervent Deſires. Whilſt he is con- 
verſant in ads of Devotion, I cannot ſay that his Body is lifted up from the 
ground,as they report that Pythag.was when he pray'd;but I am ſure his more 
noble part is carried intoHeaven,which is never far from ſuch aDivine Spirit. 
It 1snot poſſible for any other man to deſcribethePaſſions which he feels;for 
none knows how much one loves but the lover hiniſelf: but he js ſo conſtant- 
ly attended with all outward demonſtrations of inward affe&ions, and they 
are ſo notoriouſly known toall that converſe with him , that it is as hard 
not to think him a Lover , as it is impoſſible to believe that ſuch are , who 
can give no proof but a bare pretence to that Honorable Title. We cannot 
chuſe but know that he is always in the thoughts of God, for he is ever ſpeak- 
ing of him,& ſtill buſied in doing every thing which he underſtands to be ac- 
ceptable to him, and eſteems nothing too hard to ſuffer for him if he think ic 
be a tryal of Love. He receives every thing which looks like a ſignification 
of Anger with extreme ſorrow,and yet withall thankful ſubmiſſion to his lo- 
ved , whom he will heartily bleſs that thus he puts him in mind of his 
failing; for before , he was apt to fear that he did not love enough. If any 
| thing in which he delighted be taken from him , he immediately reſtores co 
God the Love which that enjoyed in his right. Though he rejoyceth infinitly 

| when God ſmiles upon his Soul;yer he is afraid that he doth receive many ex- 
preſſes of Divine Favour in vain, becauſe, as he ſays,he isable to loveGod bur 
a little. When he takes notice that God's Perfe&tions are ſo great that he can 
add nothing to his Glory,nonot ſonuch as by wiſhing him any good thing ; 
he rejoyceth in the happineſs of God, and would not have it otherwiſe, leſt 
u he 


= —— 


SG et oO G——_—_— OO Oo _ 


—.h. 


Bentivolio and Urania. Book IV. 


2 4 Swnlike 
Th 

b divine joy. 
@ Acalmof 


ſoul. 


he ſhould fooliſhly deſire God to be Leſs, in hope with his filly Love to 
make him Greater : but he is therefore more careful of the duties which he 
owes , ſince he plainly ſees that he ſerves one who can value nothing but the 
Good-will of his poor Servants, 

By beſtowing his Mind totally upon the Contemplation of God, he blaſts 
the faireſt flowers of Vanity ; either wholly negleGing co conſider what 
they are ; or if he glance upon them , he ſees them ſo Inferior to that Good 
with which he is in love, that he pleaſeth himſelf to take that occaſion to 
flight them themore , and to immerſe himſelf deeper in the remembrance of 
ſuch things as it is a death to forget. 

I never heard him magnifie any Created thing. His Siſtef indeed hath told 
me that he doth highly eſteem Three Jewels, which he keeps very private, 
(they ſay ſuch as have them do not love to ſhow them) and makes no leſs 
4ccount of them than of his Life. She call*'d them as I remember , a Omme« 
liox , » Terpſitheaand © Galenepſychia. There 1s great reaſon why he looks to 
them ſo carefully, for beſides their ineſtimable value , by means whereof none 
that hath them can ever be poor , they have other rare Virtues ; for ſuch as 


- keep them, find themſelves raviſh'd with a ſecret no in God,and a ſtrange 
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alacrity in his ſervice ; they are never deſtitute of a placid calm of Sou], 
and a ſerene peace of Conſcience ; their minds alſo are fill'd with rais'd 
Meditations and abundance of Heavenly thoughts. They ſay alſo that theſe 
Incowparable Jewels caſt ſuch bright rayes, that they ſhow the Beauty of 
Holineſs, the Reaſonableneſs of Religion, and the Excellency of Vertue,and 
make them as viſible to good men as any bodily thing is to our common 
Eyes. Beſides , they ſay that he,which js poſſe(s'd of them is ſo happy and 
content with his portion , that he deſpiſeththe beſt Jewels of this world as 
contemptible Bits of ordinary Glaſs. | 

But if theſe Jewels, quoth Krantz , be of ſuch incomparable worth and 
rare effeas, methinks « Theoſebius ſhould never truſt them in any Cabinet but 
his own Boſome. I am of your mind, replied « Amerimnus ; and though 
they talke of a Cloſet in the Houſe , which is ſo ſecret that none knows 
where it is, which is the Repoſitory of theſe Jewels, yet I have often thought 
that he wears them ever in his Breaſt. 

The whole Neighbour-hood is convinc'd that his private entertainment 
is the Love of God, becauſe in publick he doth expreſs an unparallel'd 
Love to men, and choſeth ſuch Inſtances as will beſt make thoſe which par- 
take of them to become Lovers of God : for his Love imployes it ſelf chiefly 
in the care of thoſe greater neceſſities of their Souls , having leſſe need toþbu- 
fie himſelfin the Reliefof their Bodily infirmities,becauſe his Siſter f Agape 
doth of her own accord diſcharge that part ſo excellently , that ſhe proves 
her ſelf not unworthy to be Siſter toſuch a Brother. 

His affable temper hath made him ſo acceſſible to all , that his neigbours 
come freely to him, knowing that they ſhall be more welcome if he can do 
them any good ; and when he viſits them, (which he doth often perform to 
ſuch as are capable of that Civility,) he ever ſets before them a moſt emi- 
nent Example, which 1s the beſt of Books. 

In the Temple, where he is chief Prieſt, (according to the Cuſtom of anci- 
ent tines , for then the Prince had alſo that Honour, ) he celebrates the Di- 
vine Perfe@ions with due Praiſes: And that others may do it the better for 
his aſſiſtance, he ſometimes helps them with a clear Explication of the Di- 
vine Attributes, as Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power ; and ſometimes wakes 
them to underſtand ſome of God's moſt famous works, as the ſtupendious 


Creation of the well-fram'd World, that adwirable Providence by which he 
takes 
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takes care for all things which he hath made, and the moſt Myſterious Re- 
demprtion by whichWiſdom and Love,in a ſacred Conjundtion,have brought 
the greateſt good out of the greateſt evil, Whilſt he performs theſe things 
with an incomparable Clarity of Divine inftrugion ,the people think they 
ſee the Inviſible God, and cannot refrain from that ſort of Adoration which 
is made of moſt rais'd thoughrs andequal afte&ions. Though they do not omit 
chat ſort of Worſhip which conſiſts in Corporal proſtrations, but bow their 
Bodies in humble reverence of the Divine Majeſty ; both becauſe we are to 
glorifie God with our Fody as well as with our Soul , as alſo that the out- 
ward ſubmiſſion is Come ſignification of the inward : yet becauſe the Exter- 
nal is leſſe, and ſometimes deſtitute of the Internal,and then worth nothing ; 
he hath taught them eſpecially to adore the Supreme King with humble de- 
miſſion of Soul, and the unfeigned ſubjedtion of their Self-will. 

We have not many Ceremonies , becauſe we know that God doth princi- 
pally delight in Spiritual Services, and becauſe men are apt to be content 
with outward Rites , if they be ſo multiplied that they may have ſome pre- 
tence that they will diſpence for inward truth. But as that fancy is fooliſh 
in it ſelf, though they were never ſo many ; fo here it is warily prevented : 
for we have but'two great Rites of External Worſhip ; A Sacred Font of 
pure Water , in which we conſecrate our Children to the Redeemer of the 
World, who was incarnate for ourſakes; and a Holy Table, at which we 
frequently commemorate the Love of our Saviour who died for us. 
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ly perform,and that is Pious Orations; in which he doth ſo plainly reveal to of Ged 


the People the Nature of Vertue, that they ſeem to ſee her come down from 
Heaven,and ſtand inthe midſt of them when he ſpeaks ; and they cannot but 
fall in love with her , whilſt he makes exhortations to them to reſipn them- 
ſelves to her love ard ſervice, being infinitely taken with the perſonand ar- 
guments of the ſpokeſinan that wooes for her. 

Sometimes he numbers to them the chief Precepts of Wiſdom , that they 
may leave none our of their memories , and find them there more readily for 
practiſe. Otherwhiles he demonſtrates to them how vaſtly the Reward doth 
exceed all the duties of Obedience, that they may more plainly ſee how good 
a Maſter they ſerve, and ſo both work more chearfully , and fear to offend 
one whom they have ſo much reaſon to pleaſe. Sometimes he ſhows them 
how the Rules of Truth have been verified inrare Examples of true Saints , 
and thoſe of theſame rank and ſtate of life with themſelves, that they may 
not think Holineſs impracticable except ina few , nor a heavenly life, ſuch a 
high thing as ordinary people ſhould not aſpire unto ; and then they will 
bluſhand weep to ſee how imperfed they are in compariſon of others. At 0- 
ther times he takes occafion to diſcover the folly of ſuch , as envying them- 
ſelves the happineſs which God hath propounded, deprive themſelves of the 
glory ofa good life, by Sloth, Hypocriſie,and the love of ſenſual Pleaſures, By 
theſe convictions they find vain joys to begin to dye in their hearts,and they 
preſently excite themſelves to a vigorous purſuit of Goodneſs,8& ſtrive after 
a portion ina happy Immortality.When he mentions the DivineThreatnings, 
or reproves ſinners, which he never doth publickly , but for moſt weighty 
cauſes, they think it thunders ; though the terror which ſeizeth upon them 
doth not proceed from loudneſs and noiſe,but the ſmart penetration of Rea- 
ſon & Love,which ſhine ſo clearly in his CorreQions, that the Offendor can- 
not but grieve for himſelf,when he ſees ſuch a worthyPerſon Carry for him firſt. 

Our daily Incenſe is Fervent Prayer; our Oblations are Holy Hymns; the 
Alcar upon which we offer , is the Love of God. Our Prayers are ſuch as no 

U 2 good 


= —_——_— -_ IG 
— p_— ——_——_— Wwe m— —_ _ 
— = == —_ _— > ere _ —_ cn — - m—_—_ — 
— —- - hy <— — — — _ — _ 
CE ern en Err en one rnenn n nen ———AA——_— - — >> —— Z : T 


—E=D_—_ D___ 


1 


148 Bentibolio and Urania, — Book 1V, 


ood wan will retutetofay ; for we do with ail poſſible prucence expreſs 
this ſort of dependance upon our Heavenly Father, Legging of him both ſuch 
things as or own Neceſſities do wind us of , and thoſe which an univerſal 
Charity doth require us to ask for all the World. 

Our Hymns are compos'd to minilter unto Thankſgtving ; for,as we think 
our ſelves, and that truly, happy that God is our Patron ; {0 we hold qur 
ſelves perpetually obliged to acknowledg the Benignity of our Benefacor, 
tro whoſe Good-will we owe whatſoever we have. Our ſongs are uſually de- 
fpn'd to celebrate the Praiſes of the great Creator and moſt me:ciful Re- 
dcemer of the World : but Theoſebrzes doth fo prudently order the Ditties, 
chat if we do not forget them we ſhall have a particular remembrance of the 
Divine Benefits ; by which means he hath both prevented the vileneſs of In- 
gratitude, and kept in our minds every thing , for which we are to give 
thanks , as the pious Love of our Parents, the Supplies by which he made 
their Deaths leſs aftliiive, all means of good Education which concurr'd to 
the happy inſtrudion of our Youth, Sufficiency of external accommodations, 


good accompliſhment of our Pujincfles, and ſucceſs in our Undertakings, 


deliverance from great Dangers at Land or Sea, recoveries from <in, Vertuous 
Friends, by whoſe Counſels and Examples we have been incouraged to bear 
up againſt the ſpirit of the wicked world , the infinite Love of our Re- 
deemer , the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoft , the knowledg of true Religion, 
the enjoyment of the Scriptures, and ſuch like. 

2 One free from Amerimnws baving given them this account of ® Theoſebius,was now going to 

ears.  makean Apology for the length of his Speech,when b Phronefia return'd and 

_ ſaved him that labour , by acquainting the Company that Theoſeb:us did ex- 
ped them at the Temple. When they were come thither , they perceiv'd by 


the manner after which it was built, that the people did nor eſteem all Coſt - 


thrown away which is ſpent any where but in their own houſes ; for it was 
a moſt deleQable place, and ſo adorn'd with lightſome Windows, and conve- 
nient Seats for all ſorts of Worſhippers, that as all were wcli pleas'd with 
the Houſe of Prayer, ſo the poor thought themſelves highly honoured there 
for though their Homes were far meaner than many enjoy'd whom they ſav 
there, yet here they equall'd them ; which ſtirr'd up their hearts to think 
of the Kingdom of Heaven ; for they thought the nearer they came to that 
State, the lefle difference they ſhould find 1n their Manſions. 
Theoſebius received them with that welcome which one of his Princely 
Temper muſt needs beſtow upon thofe concerning whom he had fram'd ex- 
traordinary thoughts : but he was more eſpecially glad of their Company, 
becauſe he thought his Prayers and Worfhip would be more acceptable 
when they help'd the performance , and that God would be more willing to 
beſtow his Bleſſing among them when ſo many of his friends were preſent. 
Having finiſh'd their uſual Devotions, he conducted them unto his Houſe, 
where he gave: them that entertainment .which he thought would moſt an- 
ſwer their deſires, and was himſelf the greateſt part of it ; for he admini- 
ſtred rare content to them-all-by his pious: Diſcourſes. When Dinner was 
c Al vertwons, ended , © Panaretus giving him hearty thanks for the delight which by his 
means he received at the Tewple, and particularly from the holy Song which 
was ſung and accompanied with a ſoft Organ , which he prais'd for the rare 
connexion of proper Notes and Excelleht Words ; but wondring that the 
anion people expreſs'd it with ſuchan exa& harmony of well agreeing Voices ; 
of Gad, ?' heask'd 4 Theoſebius how he had brought them to that perfe&tion of artificial 
Singing : and further demanded of him , whether ſome were not ofterided ar 


that ſort of Muſick, as too carnal a thing , and unfit to be us'd in the worſhip 
of 
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vf God ; both becauſe mens Minds are aj-t to be more attentive to the ariu- 
fice of the Compolure, and the pleaſure of Sente, than to the praiſe of God 
which is delign'd to be rais'd by it ; and alſo becauſe I have heard, quoth 
he, that in ſome places ſuch are imployed in playing upon the Organ and 0- 
ther Inſtruments, or in accompanying them with their Voices, which are ſo 
far from being acceptable to the God of Heaven , that by their prophane 
lives they are grievous to good men upon Earth. - 

I am mich pleas'd , quoth © Theoſebizes , with your freedom ot talk, and I pg mo, 
am heartily glad that you will by any argument occalion the continuance of and ars in th: 
our Conferences ; and as to the particulars of your demand, I ſhall endea- —_ 9g 
vour to give you ſatisfaGion, That Mufick is advantagious to good wen in \ufir for the 
the ſervice of God, ſeems to me a thing caſte to be put out of queſtion, It [ervice of God, 
is well known that it hatha great Influence upon the Spirits, and a rare ” PIR 
power to work upan the Afettions: It is confeſs'd alſo that AﬀteGionate- 
neſs is the Life of our Devotions: That aſliſtance therefore muſt needs be 
commendable which doth cheriſh that eſſential quality of Religious addreſ- 
ſes , without which they would be rejected. If my Experience were a thing 
to be quoted, I could truly ſay , that by the Exaltation of rais'd AﬀeGions 
I have found the good agreement which Muſick hath with Divme Service. 

When we give thanks, we ſhould do ir with Joy,and that is exceedingly pro- 

moted by fit Songs both by reaſon of the ſweetneſs of Poehe, and the melody 

of good Notes : for which reſpeds I ſuppoſe Mnſick wasus'd of old in the 

famous Temple of Þ $k/amelluſes ; and we find Pſalms and Hymns continu- Þ 4 /badow of 
ed in the inſtitutions and praGtiſe of © Anaxenedon , though he made a great © —— 
change in the Worſhip of thoſe dayes. By which we underſtand that artifi- &ng:. 

cial aſſiſtances of Devotion are not ſo carnal as to merit rejeQion ; and that 79" free from 
regard to order of wordsand ſounds which nakes Verſes ryme, and agree- I 

ment of ſele& Notes which makes the Tune , do not neceſſarily withdraw 

from attending upon Gad , who is in that way prais'd. Burt leſt the people 

ſhould receive harm in this point , becanſe our Songs areaccorded to an In- 

ſtrument ; I have often told them, That in Divine ſervice there is no Har- 

mony, without the Heart doaccompany every part of the performance ; and 

if that Inſtrument be not us'd or our of tune, they ſing to themſelves, not to 

God. I do alſoexhort them frequently to mind the ſenſe of every Song more 

than the ſound of the Words, andnot loſe their ſpiritual Joys in the allure- 

ments of audible pleaſure, which is abus'd when it doth nor ſerve to lift up 

the Soul more afſe&ionarely to God, Our Ditrtiesare both ſo holy , that any 

good wan will be content to bear a part inthem when they are ſung , and fo 

plain, that they conſort with mean underſtandings, and are for the moſt part 

ſet to ſuch familiar Notes, that vulgar Auditors eaſily learn the Air. The 

Compoſer is ſtill charg'd to avoid many fractions ; and when any new Tune 

is appointed, they are willing to obſerve it carefully tall they have got it in 

their memories. If they have not the words which are ſung by heart , they 

have Copies of them given to them ,” which they will wake their own ; for 

they do not grudge tame or pains to further their ſervice of God. Thus they 
accommodate their Voices without any diſturbance to their Minds and the 

interition of their affe&ions is both more engaged and furthered, 

As for the other part of your diſcourſe, 1 am wholly of your opinion, 
that the Unworthineſsof Wicked Artiſts doth not oniy make the Mulick 
unacceptable to God , becauſe they live out of tune to their holy Songs , but 
alſo juſtly offenſive to gvod men, who think ito odious a jar to ſing one 
part and praiſe another, that they can ſcarce endure to hear it, But I have 
alwaies had a great care , leſt our Mufck ſhould be ſpoil'd with ſuch mm 
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Quire, will admit none þift ſuch whoſe Converſation doth very well accord 
with their Profeſſion. 

I give you thanks, b Theoſebins, quoth © Paxaretzs, not only for reſolving 
my queſtion , but becauſe you have vindicated ſo good a thing from great a- 
buſe, and made it fit for the praiſe of the beſt God. 

Then Theoſebixs broke off their Conferences by deſiring them to retire to 
a Grotte which he had upon a clear River which ran through his Garden, 
where they might both avoid the heat of the weather and enjoy the plea- 
ſure of further Intercourſe, 

When they were coine thither, ſome of his chief Muſicians, plac'd ina 
Room which he had built for ſuch purpoſes , began to perform ſuch ſele& 
Mufick as he had appointed for their entertainment. Amongſt many other 
excellent Songs, one was compos'd in defence of Church-Muſick. There 
Harmony reveal'd the utmoſt power of its ſxeetneſs, not ſo much to pleaſe, 
as to produce thoſe effects which would witneſs its Uſefulneſs in ſuch ap- 
plications. Some ſpeak againſt it which never heard it, and ſoare ignorant 
of its Nature; for it ſelf only can expreſs its profitable delight , which 
when it doth, the a&ion hath ſome reſemblance of that of a handſome Lim- 
ner when he draws his own Picure. | 

T have a Manuſcript written by 4 Amerimnrz, and as I tum'd it overone 
day , I chanc'd happily to find the fore-mentioned Ditty : The Notes were 
there too, but they were prick'd ina Character which hath been out of uſe 
in theſe latter years. The words were theſe : 


L. 
We fing to him whoſe Wiſdom form'd the Ear ; 


Our ſongs let Him who pave us Voices hear : 

We joy t# God who is the Spring of Mirth , 
Whoſe Love's the Harmony of r La and Earth. 
Our humble Sonnets ſhall that Praiſe reherſe 
Which is the Muſick of the Univerſe. 


CHORUS. 


And whilſt we ſing we conſecrate our Art , 
And offer up with every Tongue a Heart. > he 


II. 


Thus whilft our Thoughts grow Audible in Wards , 
And th' Body with the raviſh'd Souls accords , 
We hallow Pleaſure , and redeem the Voice 

From _ Hſes to ſerve noble Foyes. 

Whilſt hollow wood and well-tun'd Strings do give 
Praiſes, the Dumb and Dead both Peat axd live. 


CHORUS. 


Thus whilſt we fing we conſecrate ony Art , 

And offer up with every — ack 4 Heart. 
Through chearful Air with quicker wings we fly, 
And make our Labour fweet 'with Melody. 


Thus we do imitate the Heavenly © wires , 
And with High Notes lift up more Raisd Deſires. 


And 
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ad that above we may be ſure to know 
Oxr Parts, we rradtiſes ten here Below. 


CHORUS. 


Ana whilſt we fing we conſecrate our Art, 
And offer up xs Tongue a Heart. 


When they had ended this Song , ® Theoſebins commanded them at #ra- * 4 Forhirpe 
ni4's requeſt to ſing the Hymn which they heard in the Tewple in the morn- + prudent 
ing: and when they had done, Hranis talked ſoftly ro* Phxonefia , who ſate wiman. 
next to her, and asked her who made the words of that Hymn. I know not, 
quoth Phronefia ; but as you may gueſs by the ſenſe of the wards, they ſeem 
to be ſung in Heaven by Good Angels and Men , when they deſign to expreſs 
the worthy Praiſes of the Creator and Redeemer. And to acquaint you with 
what I have heard , my Son's Good Genias knowing that he ug'd to ſing ſuch 
Ditties,threw the Copy one day into the window of his Study; and they are 
ſo taken with the deſign of the Song , that they ſing it frequently. I deſire 
quoth {ranie,to have a Copy of it. You ſhall command it,quoth Phroneſia ; 
and withall took out one which by chance ſhe had in her Pocket; And that 
my Readers may know what kind of Hymns they fing in © Theoprepia , I will c he divim | 
ſet it down. I cannot ſay that it is a perfe& Copy, but I received it from **”* 
one of {{rania's friends, who with her good leave tranſcrib'd it, and ſent it 
to me. It wasas followeth ; | 


We praiſe thee, God ; Thy works do make us know Ahgels; 

Both is the yr Br what praiſe we owe. 

Whey thow didft leave the Regions of that Light, 

Which is ſo great it blinds Created fight, 

Thou wrappa ft Thy-ſelf in darker light, that we 

Might the Creator through thick, Cryſtal ſee. 

Thy Power and Wiſdome, equally, above 

Our reath, are thus brought down by bigher Love, 

Heaven is thy Throne, thy Footftool Earth, the Sea 

Some drops from thy great Spring : The cheerfull Day 

Glances from right Eyes : the Starry Night 

Takes from the Spangles of by Veſt its Light. 

All Orders of Created Being ſa 

With different tongues thy pres as they may. 

What ever is, or grows, or uſcth Senſe, 

Reaſon embodiea , pure Intelligence ; 

Whatever ſwims, or creeps, or goes , of flies, 

Doth, when we bleſs Thee , echo to the 5hres. 
Thy Works will praiſe Thee : whilſt Thoumak ft us be, 
At once we fing owr ſebves, Great God, and Thee. 


 andwe poor Men, through whoſe great fault the World, Men: 
my by fin, was into Raines butl'd, 
Curſt becauſe ſinners, have more cauſe than you, 
Bleſt Angels, as we can, this work to do. 
The Son of God, made Man for us forlorn, 
That we might live, diſdain'd not to be born , 
And when our Stains requir'd a Hol L 

' He ſaw our need, and waſb'd #3 in His Blood, 
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Heaven is new opewd , He hath made 4 Dore 

For all that do repent , and fin no more. 

He by his Love ended the diſmal ſtrife ; 

Hell's hope is fruſtrate ; Death's the way to Life, 

Which grows Immortal from the hallow'd Grave : 

How can we _—_ but fing , whes Godwill ſave ? 
For fince He's pleas'd the ruin'd World to raiſe, 
It is but juſt it ſhould fall down in Praiſe. 


Angels All Heavenly Powers do in thy Praiſes meet ; 

| Archangels throw their Growns - Thy feet. 
Men, Old Patriarchs and Prophets bow before Thee ; 
Apoſtles and the Holy Church adore Thee. 


Angels, We offer praiſe becauſe we kept our Place. 
Men. | Becauſe we are Reſtor'd , we thank thy Grace : 
Angels, "Tis One great Sun whoſe hope ſobright 
In Heaven , Men. And fills this lower world with Light, 


By Thy bleſt Influence, O Holy Dove, 
Men 4. epecyy Ang. And Angels taught to love. 


CHORUS. 


We bleſs Thee, God, the Father of us all, 

And celebrate the World's Original. 

The Heavens and earth, made and reſtor d by Thee, 
Fon Praiſes in a gratefull Harmony. hs 
Accept our thankful Hymn, though ſuch poor laies 
Fall infonitely ſbort of worthy Praiſe. 

And fince, Great Source of Being, We can never 
Praiſe Thee enough, we'l ſing and praiſe Thee ever. 


After the Song was ended they ſpent the reſt of the Afternoon in the ſpa- 
0b att cious walks of a fair Garden, and by various diſcourſe made * Theoſebins 
: bring forth thoſe rich Treaſuries of Divine Knowledg which he had laid 
into his Soul by frequent Meditations in the ſarze place. When the Evening 
began to ſpread her duskiſh wings, they Haſten'd to Phroneſia's houſe, and 

a... WT Theoſebizs along with them. 
quers in fght, WhenSupper wasended , b Nicomachw defired leavethat he might pro- 
c The Hypecri» pound two or three Queſtions to Theoſebins ; which being chearful ly grant- 
tical Fare. ed, he began thus : I have been told , quoth he , -in© Vayaſembls, that if one 
do but deſire and entertain a purpoſe togo into your Country, that he ſhall 
be carried thither immediately without any more adoe. No , quoth Theoſe- 
bizs, all Forreigners muit take the pains to travail , or elſe their Wiſhes and 
Reſolutions will never bring them hither. IfT be not mifinform'd, your £x- 
perience will witneſs what I have ſaid to be true ; you found not the paſ- 
d Balf goed, ſage free from) al! — But the borderers , eſpecially one called 4 He- 
micalus , who though he dyls near unto us would never come among us, 
e Golliveſi, Path rais'd many ridiculous and falſe tales concerning Theoprepis. Others, 
quoth Nicomachus, ſay, ther 0 live a very Melancholick life in « Euſebia. 
They were never there which told you that , quoth Theoſebixs ; you have 
ſcen the contrary. They ate unreaſonable people who condemn ſuch as 
they donot know. We do not live diſcontentedly , for then we ſhould be 
miſerab!e; neither do we abandon Joy, for ſo we ſhould become Stones : 
ET if 
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if we would live without the ſenſe of humane things, we ſhould be forc'd 
to pull our Hearts out of our Bodies. But we know that there is a ſort of 
Maſculine Pleaſure, which doth recreate and ennoble rhe Soul : and wedare 
not ſink our ſelves in the Voluptuouſneſs of Senſe, leſt we ſhquld ſtick faſt 
in Mire, as we have underſtood that they all do who will know no reaſons 
of Telight , but ſuch as are derived from brutiſh Relliſhes and dull correſ- 
pondencies with the Worſe part. Fo 

You take great pains for Knowledg, quoth Nitomachus. Is Wiſdom ſo 
difficult? or muſt you needs know every thing? why do you do it? Becauſe 
we believe, quoth Theoſebius , that God: will not accept of Ignorance for a 

plea. But they ſay , quoth Nicomachws , that Four labour is never at an 
end. There is good reafon for that , quoth Theoſebixs, for our ſtate confiſts 
in habitual Goodneſs, and that 1s not to be attain'd without many Ads ; and 
beſides this we ſeek a noble prize of our diligence, Eternal Bleſſedneſſe. Is 
that then, quoth Nicomachws , the great End of all your Induſtry ? Yes, 
quoth Theoſebirs. But methinks we need not doubt , ſaid Nicomachwe, but 
God will give us that, although we ſhould nor ſtrive ſomuch for it, becaiiſe 
he knows that we are weak. No, ſaid Theoſebins , we have no hope to make 
Imbecillity the refuge of Idleneſſe, ſince we find God is ready to helpus to 
do all things that he requires of us. But what need you beſo careful every 
day? ſaid Nicomachws. Becauſe , quoth Theoſebius, We ſhall be judg'd for e- 
very day. But what need you do this more. than others? ſaid Njcomachw: : 
Many do not trouble themſelves ſo much, Becauſe we ſee, ſaid Theoſebins, 
that many are ſtupid, and mind not their concernments, and we haveno ſuch 
eſteem of thoſe whom we pity for their Errours , as to make them exempla- 
ry to our ſelves, Why, quoth Nicomachwe, do you often vilifie the Intereſts 
of this world, as they ſay you do ? Becauſe, quoth Theoſebius , we ſee them 
deſert thoſe who have courted them with moſt ſervile aſfe&iony Since 
you haveattain'd a great PerfeGtion, quoth Nicomachas, Why do you trouble 
your ſelf any further ? Some think you are more burdenſome to your ſelf 
thenyou need to be. To this Theoſebius replied, They which do but impers- 
fe@ly underſtand their own condition, cannot ſo well pronounce concern- 
ing others ; bur I am aſſured that if I ſhould lack my endeavonrs to grow 
better, I ſhould wax worſe; and ſo fall intoa doubtful! hope of Happineſs, 
and after that into a certain fear of Miſery. Thoſe which reſolve to fit down 
upon the Hill-ſide , will never reach the Top ; and if they fall aſleep there, 
dventure they may tumble down again. I deſpair of obtaining my End, 
which I have told you, burby Perſeverance ; andI have no hope of thar, 
but by vigilant Care, and conſtant Progreſſions. 

There Nicomachu broke off his diſcourſe, praying pardon of tht Compa- 
ny that he had continued it ſo long, and by his ſpeech occafion'd their fi- 
lence : and ſince it begun to be late, Phyoneſie acquainted the Company, 
that if they pleas'd, ſhe would wait upon them the next morning to the 
healthful Plains of Sophroſyne, and defired Theoſebizs , to make them one more 
with his company. Thenoble Travailers ſignifying a thankful conſent to a 
motion which contain'd ſo nmck Civility , they ended the Conferences of 
that Night. 

In the Morning Phronefia riſing ſomething earlier than ordinary , though 
ſhe was never late in bed , having prepar'd all things neceffary for their 
Journey , condudeed her friends towards Sophroſyne with ſucha convenient 
Equipage, that they eaſily perceived that true Prudenceextends it ſelf to 
all things. They cawe ina little time to the borders , which were adorn'd 
with plenty of ancient Trees ; and having "cn a little way through 
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the p'caſant Woods , they came to old Sophrop's Seat. His houſe was built 
TA with the plain ſtone of the Country, noc adorn'd with Pillars of forreign 
00 Marble , or rich Coluiuns of Corinthian Brafſe , nor furniſh'd with over- 
Wk. | worn Statues of ſuch as had nothing elſe by which they could be remembred; 
neither were the rooms furniſh'd with ſtately beds of Ivory,or golden Gob- 
lets: inſtead of the trouble of ſuch dangerous houſe-hold-ſtuffe they had 
plain Utenfils, and were ſerv'd in Earthen Veſſels , were content with a little, 
and form'd their deſires according to the proportion of true Neceſſity, 
* A temperate One of * Sophron's Sons (for old Sophroz was dead,) that had in nothing de- 
NE generated from his Fathes, met them in one of his Walks , and conducted 
them into his Houſe ; where they found all things appointed with reſpeds 
to a decent Soberneſs , and ſaw that they were as far from Sordidneſs as from 
a luxurious Delicacy. 
[if After uſual ſalutations and civil entertainment perform'd after the man- 
I Temperance, ner of Sophroſyne , Bentivolio , according to his cuſtom enter'd upon dif- 
courſes ſutable unto his deſign , and acquainted Sophron that as amongſt the 
many ſingular Courteſies done to them by Phroneſia , they eſteem'd it a great 
honour to be accompanied by her to his houſe, ſo he deſired Sophroz , to fa- | 
ll vour him and his Friends with the Knowledg of their Manners, and the rea- 
1/0 | ſons of their Diſcipline, which they had heard to be the moſt conformable 
| to Humane Nature of any in the World. | 
HR I havenothing to ſay , replied the Modeſt Sophroz, in praiſe of our Cu- 
(FH ſtoms in compariſon of others ; but what they are you ſhall ſoon know. 
Wh Since the Roots of Immortality wither'd in Paradiſe, Life hath not been | 
lf purchaſable in Fee-ſimple ; and therefore our Anceſtors took thought how 
| they might-improve their Time-during their Leaſe; and perceiving that 
they wexe to enjoy it in joint Tenancy with the Body , they took what care | 
they could to make it leaſt cumberſome to the Sou], that the Spirit might - 
be more content to dwell withit , and more able toaccompliſh its a&ions, 
without diſturbance from ſuch a dull Companion. The chief thing which 
they found advantageous to theſe purpoſes was an univerſal Temperance : | 
and this they eſteem'd neceſſary to their Deſign , both becauſe ſome in a ve- 
ry ſhort time forfeit their Leaſe of life, by thenegle& of Moderation , and 
though a longer ſpace was allowed to them , they fooliſhly ſhorten it , and 
ſcarce out-live the rime of a Gourd ; and others ſo diſ-enable themſelves by | 
the EffeQs of Intemperance, that they live toas ſmall purpoſe as if they had | 
never been born, and inthe cloſe die as unwillingly as a Beaſt catch'd in a | 
ſnare. | 
Healthis our Pleaſure ; and our Riches, Content with competent Por- 
tions. We emulate nothing but the Simplicity of our Anceſtors : we think 
that we then enjoy our Body as weſhould , when we keep it ſubſervient to | 
a thoughtfull Soul. We look upon it as an Inne where we are to ſojourne | 
few days , and provide ſuch accommodations as are proportionable to the | 
ſtay which we are to make : but our principal Employment is to _ 
our ſelves for the eſtate, which awaits us at Home, and to do ſuch things 
as will prove beneficial to us when we come thither. All that we defire by 
the way , 15a healthful Chearfulneſs , anda ſerviceable Temper ; and theſe 
we obtainand ſecure, by denying ſatisfa&ion toall unreaſonable Appetites 
which , as we have obſerved, whereſoever they are indulg'd , deſtroy thoſe 
who are ſo fooliſh as to be in love with them. 
| If the Inſtances be lawful in which men pleaſe themſelves , we wonder 
why they tranſgreſs their Bounds ; for then they diſpleaſe : and ſince God 
hath commanded us not to paſs the limits which he hath ſet, weeſteem ir 
moſt 
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moſt unworthy to offend , becauſe he never forbids till the Exceſs hurt us, 
When men chuſe unlawful inſtances , we are aſtoniſh'd at their brutiſhneſs, 
becauſe the allow'd are better ; beſides that they leave no gall in the Con- 
ſcience. 

If men pretefid a joy in ſuch freedoms as they fancy and then rifle to them- 
ſelves, we think they are ſufficiently puniſh'd for their boldneſs by the ſad 
dyſcraſies of their wrong'd bodies, as the Surfeits of Gluttony, the Vomits 
of unmeaſur'd Drinking, the Crudities of indigeſted Varieties , which are 
the Roots of afflictive Diſeaſes, unclean effects of beſtial Luſt, diſhonourable 
Sickneſs, ſleepleſs nights , diſturb'd Dreams, and untimely Death ; beſides 
what is to be expected in another Wortd. 

Whilſt we ſee ſuch things to be the necefiary conſequences of a difſolute 
life, we pleaſe our ſelves in a ſober preſervation of our bodily Comforts; 
and what we have we injoy without the checks of a diſcontented Soul : ours 
muſt rieeds be far from reproaching the Pleaſures which it help'd us to pro- 
cure: we preſerve and recover the body by the Soul ; a diſcreet obſerva- 
tion of our Conſtitutions is our chief Phyſick. Whilſt a Holy Soul dwells in 
a healthful Body , ic hath an Antepalt of their future and berter Conjun- 
Aion. The Senſitive part is apt to be miſtaken,and frequencly makes the Soul 
ſuffer fot its Errors ; and therefore we keep, a ſtri& watch upon its Tenta- 
tions, leſt it exceed due Proportions in the Quantity of Meats and Drinks, 
or be too curious as to the Qualities of either. As we avoid Exceſs , ſo we 
are careful to uſe things which adminiſter proper Nouriſhment ; and of 
thoſe we think our ſelves well provided, if we have ſuch as ſecure our End: 
the End of Eating , and Drinking is Health , and the End of Health , the em- 
ployment of Soul and Body in worthy actions. 

We are not troubled with the incivility,ofoffering great meaſures of drink 
by way of Complement ; we eſteem it no great Courteſie 'in any man to in- 
vite us to drown our ſelves either in Water, or Wine: It isa great abuſcof 
good nature to pleaſe another with our own hurt , and noleſs folly to pre- 
tend a regard to ſome friends Health, and at the ſame time to deſpiſe our 
own. 

We care not for delicate Odonrs , ſweet Herbs are enough ; and inſtead 
of curious Meats, and Drinks, we chuſe thoſe which have a leſs troubleſome 
preparation , and give more natural ſatisfaction. Yet we are not ignorant 
that there are different Tempers of Body,and Uſes of Life ; and therefore we 
can tell how to allow that to others, which we take not toour ſelves ; but we 
are wary alſo to diſtinguiſh between the true Infirmity of a weak Stomach, 
and the Curioficies of a fantaſtical Palate. 

Hunger,and Thirſt , are our beſt Sauce ; and we are not ſo laviſh in the 
expence of them, but that we ſtill keep ſome to reliſh our next meal ; and 
therefore though we have dined , or ſupped , we riſenot without ſome Ap- 
petite. To what purpoſe ſhould a man for ſo poor a gainasa ſick dulneſs 
endeavour to eat as much as he can ? 

Sometimes we have moderate Feaſts, but they are always proportion'd to 
the juſt conſiderations of the Number, and Quality, of our Company : and 
thoſe who are enter:ain'd, do then more eſpecially mind their Rules, know- 
ing that their Vertue is under a Tryal : and though we allow a greater mea- 
ſare of time for Converſe,and Chearfulreſs is not prohibited ; yet we ſo or- 
der the matter, that we may nor indiſpoſe our ſelves for what we have to 
do , by ſitting too long ; and do both deceive our Palate with the beſt Dil- 
courſe , which we areable to furniſh at the Table ; and cauſe the Cloth to 
be taken away , when we perceive the Gompany have eaten, and drunk e- 
nough. RK 2 I muſt 
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[ muſt confefs that we are more ſtrid& in theſe Obſervations, becauſe by 
this means we endeavour to way-lay an inconvenience which others accele- 
rate by Exceſs in meats, and drinks: for by that , one ſort of Intemperance 
miniſters to another ; andof the latter, we are more afraid , then the former, 
becauſe it is more diſhonourable: but if that were equal, we would be 
loath that any thing ſhould make ourBody ſo diſobedient to the Government 
of our Soul , that it ſhould be provoked by its own negligence, to luſtfu] 
Sympathies , and be deſtroy'd by the Beaſt which it could have maſter'd , if 
it had not fed it too high. The Pleaſures of Abſtinence, havea rare guſt, be- 
ing ſweetn'd with ſubſervience to Chaſtity , by which we preſerve the Ho- 
nour and Strength of our Bodies. And ſince the belt of Spirits, who is the 
Love of all Noble Souls, doth ever refuſe the Manſion which is diſgrac'd 
with bodily Uncleanneſs, and doth moſt of all abhor to be lodg'd with * Af 
moders ; therefore we do ſo far abandon the uſe of all diſhoneſt Pleaſures, 
that we keep the very thoughts of them from defiling our Minds , and eſteem 
thoſe which are with juſt limitations allow'd to be then ſtrifaly forbidden, 
when they arenot join'd with abundance of Temperance, and hal/ow'd with 
a great deal of Modeſty. | 

We are more eaſily defended from the danger of theſe Pollutions when we 
come to riper years, becauſe our Wiſe Parents took great care that the Mo- 
deſty of our young Nature might not beraviſh'd with evil Exawples,lighr 
Diſcourſes, obſcene Books, or wanton pictures, and that the unſpottedneſs 
of our Virgin-life might not be ſtain'd with bad Company , laſcivious 
Dances , or the miſchiefs which conſtantly attend upon an Idle life. Idle- 
neſs is eſteem'd with us no better than it deſerves , that is, an Ignoble thing 
and thoſe who know not , nor will praQtiſe ſome good Art , are accounted 
uſeleſs members of the Creation. 

For other particulars wherein we haveno ſet Rules, we guide our ſelves 
by the beſt Examples , and incline to that part which is moſt ſevere to the | 
Flefh , keeping in all things a decorum with the Prudence of univerſal Mode- 
ration. But that I am afraid to be troubleſome to your patience , I would 
tell you alſo that we do more heedfully obſerve the Orders of our Ance- 
ſtors becauſe we have heard and know it to be true, that the Divine ſpark 
which is plac'd in the conſtitution of our Souls , can ſcarce be diſcern'd 
where it is, whenit is incompaſs'd with an Atmoſphere of bodily Fumes ; 
and that it is alwaies unfitted for its higheſt operations, when it is clogg'd 
with turbulent Paſſions. Converſe with Ged, is the top of our Joy ; and 
we cannot aſcend to him but in a ſerene Calm of Soul , no more than we can 
ſee the Sun when it is muffled up in thick Clouds, 

We do not defire to be buried alive : which miſery we ſhould think to 
befall us , if the Eye of our Soul , were darkened to the ſight of our beſt 
Good, the guſt of our preſent and future Happineſs dull'd , and the hopes 
and deſires of Immortality choak'd inus, and the power of the Soul , by 
which it lifts it ſelf up to the attainment of celeſtial life, depreſs'd or extin- 
guiſh'd. And ſince we find that an immoderate reſentment of fleſhly Plea- 
ſure doth perverſly aimat ſuch diſhonorable Ends, we abandon it, being ſo 
far in love with the Dignity of Humane Nature, that we ſcorn to degenerate 
into Brutes through ſuch mean perſwaſions ; but we ſubjugate our Fleſhly 
part to advance the honour and liberty of our Minds, having obſerv'd that 
men of the beſt govern'd Aﬀe&ions have ever attain'd the greateſt excellen- 
cies of Judgment. 

Whilſt we content our ſelves witha Frugal way of life , we provide fewel 
for charity , and redeem ſomething to beſtow upon ſuch as want , from la- 
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vith Entertainments , ſuperfluous varieties of Gay Clothes , and multitudes 
of need!efs Houſes. In ſhort, To the prudent Inſtitutions of our good Fa- 

ther, we owe an excellent Hea]th, an agile Eody,unhurt Senſes, quiet Sleeps, 

a peaceful! Soul , ſerene Contewplations , a ſymmetry of Paſſions , freedom 

from ſhamefull Luſt, and after a contented Life,from which we part with lit- 

tle trouble of Body , but whoſe remembrance is ſo acceptable ro our Mind, 

that if we were to live it over again , we ſhould repeat it according to the 

ſame Rules. | 

When Sophrop had finiſh'd his Diſcourſe , he defir'd them to walk into a 
little Grove, which join'd to his Garden, and thereby an ocular demonſtra- 
tion, he ſhow'd them what pleaſure way be found in a Little, and by what 
way Wiſe men make the half, more than the whole : for, with Herbs, Roots, 
Fruits, Milk, Hony, Bread, and the native Wine, which he call'd by another 
Name, he wade a Feaſt, which was a Practiſe upon his former Rules. 

Bur this firſt part of the Entertainwent was far exceeded by that which 
follow'd ; which was a rare Diſcourſe manag'd by two young Ladies , of 
which I ſhall give an account by and by. 

It may be, ſome Reader will wonder why I do ſo much magnifie this ſort 
of Entertainment : and becauſe I have mention'd it divers times, I will now 
give the reaſon of that « Theeprepian Cuſtom. You muſt kno that although a Divine. 
the Theoprepians did frequently retire themſelves to Contemplation and 
Piety , and had appointed ſele& Places remov'd out of the Noiſe of the Yu- 
multuous world as fitteſt for Education ; yet they were not ignorant of 
thoſe Advantages which may be had in Converſe with others: and it was 
received as a common Opinion amongſt them , That Ingenious Conference 
isone of the moſt pleaſant ſorts of Recreation, and a moſt profitable,as well 
as deleGable , exerciſe of our Natures ; ſince by this means every one doth 
teach and learn, and by a free Communication of Souls ina lively and vi 
rous way of Knowledg , enjoy a delight as far above that which is attainable 
in loneſome life , as an excellent Song of many Parts is above the pleaſure of 
a ſingle Voice, or at leaſt as the performance of a good Compoſition with fic 
Voices and Inſtruments paſſes the mute joy which one can take by looking 
upon a Song prick'd ina Book. The Theoprepians being us'd to,this way, 
and having confirm'd their love to it by the experience of the Benefit which 
they reap'd from it, lighted thoſe mean Sports which ravel out the time of 
other people, and leave them diſcontented when they ſee to what little pur- 
pole they have ſpent it. Leſt their Conference ſhould be tedious if t 
wanaged it always afrer the ſame faſhion, they have learn'd to vary the M 
of their Diſcourſes with much pleaſing Change, Sometimes they put Que- 
ſtions, that they way enjoy the Learning and Knowledg of each othee in their 
Anſ.ers. Sometime they make it their task to recite Examples of Noble 
Precepts by which the poſſibility of the higheſt Vertues is demonſtrated. 
Atother times, by obſerving the happy Succeſſes of Good men , they encou- 
rage themſelves in the purſuit of that Holineſs which they pradtis'd. Some- 
times they recount the ſad Cataſtrophes of Splendid Tyrants , and take a 
view of the true Miſerableneſs of Fortunate Wickedneſs. And other-whiles 
they make little Orations, in which they declare and conmend the Exce!- 
lency of ſome particular Vertue. That day * Evergeſia and © Philothea b peueficence. 
were appointed to a loving conteſt for the Priority of the Graces which © 7% Lew of | 
they bore in their Names ; and Phroxefie having acquainted Uraenia with  * 
the deſign the Night before , prevail'd with her to do them the Honour 
to accept of the Moderator's Chair, and with a ſhort ſpeech to determine 
the Controverſie according to her own moſt excellent judginent, Taking 

her 
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the excellen- 
cy ofCharity, 


her by the hand ſhe led her to her Place, and having ſet the two Ladies 
Eucrgefia and Philothea inthe midſt upon two green Seats, all the Company 
being diſpos'd round about in a convenient Circle, {raz/a becken'd to 
Exergeſia to begin : Which command ſhe obeyed after this manner ; 


WWuſtrious Auditors , | 

* It is hard for me to ſay whether be more encouraged or diſheartn'd in 
* the performance of my Task by this Noble Company : For as it would 
* be my fitpular Joy if I could preſent you with any worthy entertainment; 
*ſo it doth extreamly affli& me to think how much 1 ſhall abuſe your Pati- 
* ence againſt my will , and that my Power doth ina time of ſo great neceſſi- 
* ty deſert my: Wiſhes. As the Noblenefs of my Argument doth inſpire me 
* with Deſire , ſo the Imparity of my Abilities doth ſpoy] my hope of ma- 
© king good my Undertaking , which I think ſo far above my Endowments, 
* that I have much todo with my ſelf not to find more fault with my Pro- 
© yince becaufe it is too good for me, then many others do with theirs , be- 
* cauſe they judg it inferior to their Worth. Since my skill is too weak to 
«diſplay the divine Beauty of Charity , I muſt be fain to draw a Veil inſtead 
of a Face: Only T have this comfort , that as I know this bright Sun needs 
© not borrow my ſmall finger to point to it; ſo I make as little doubt bur 
©that it will ſhow the All-conquering Vigour of its native Luſtre the 
© more, whilſt it breaks through the cloudy repreſentations of my dark Dif- 
© courſe. 

© That I may be clearly underſtood ,in what I intend, I ſhall ſay what 
* kind of thing I mean by Charity , and then give an Argument or two for my 
* Opinion concerning it. By Charity I underſtand a Good-will ſo compre- 
© henſive that it includes an Univerſal Regard to the Neceſſities of all Man- 
© kind, anda hearty endeavour for their Relief, Of this I am to ſpeak by 


© way of Commendation ; and my praiſe extendsſo far as to call it the moſt | 


© olorfous thing that is found amongſt men : which I think will eafily ap- 
« pear by the exa& Conformity which it bears to the Archetypa] pattern of 
*all Worth. To be moſt like the Divine Goodnefs 1s to be next beſt to it. 
© This place Charity doth of right claim , fince it is an All-fpread Benevo- 
£ lence , putting obligations upon all the World by good affe&ion, and ma- 
© king all ſorts of infirmities to wear its Livery, in theefieas which it pro- 
« duceth by Beneficence. And therefore mankind with a common Love 
« doth, as it were, adore thoſe perſons which are crown'd with this Glory ,as 
c Viſible Gods. Confirm'd inmy belief by theſe Reaſons , I am more bold to 
« affert, being not only ſatisfied in the grounds of my private thoughts, bur 
ell aſſured that if I err in what I think, I ſhall be juſtified by the Gene- 
© ral Vote of the World. 
© That God is the Original Pattern of all Excellency is a thing out of all 
© Diſpute ; and it is as clear a Truth , Thar the brighteſt Notion which our 
© poor Minds can formof AE, is Goodneſs , and that this is the Splen- 
© dorof the increated Majeſty. He doth verifie the Adorableneſs of his 
© God-head by his Attribute, which is fo full of God, that it doth Deifie 
« the reſt. By this Wiſdom he would be acknowledged able ro outwit his 
« Creatures , and by his Power to tyrannize over them ; bur that he will do 
«© neither, we are aſſured only by his Goodneſs. Whilſt his Creatures findin 
« what vaſt extents it dwells in his Nature by the incomparable Effe&s whictf 
« they experiment in themſelves , they fall down before it in ſubmiſs Adora- 
© tions, and pronounce them infinitely due to the Univerſal BenefaGor and 


« Patron of all things. And they cannot chuſe but do it , whilſt they perceive 
| that 
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* ceive that he is not only the Eternal Fountain our of which all things are 
* derived, but, as they alſo take notice, that he doth incompaſs the World 
* with his out-ſtretch'd Arms, and reacheth Perſeverance to the happineſs 
* of his Creation ; in which nothing is d-priv'd of the benefit of his Love, 
* but what, by chuſing Hatred , makes it ſelf incapable of Love. So that he is 
* in every point of this great Circumference, and like an Oumipreſent Sun 
© is every where ready by a free Communication of his beams to fill the 
* whole Creation with heavenly-Light. 

* But though God hath ſo made up his work , that he hath lefr nothing un- 
* finiſh'd by which any doubt may juſtly ariſe coucerning his Almighty Skill 
* or infinite Goodneſs ; yet one way diſcern ſome ſhadows of ſeeming Im- 
* perfetions toremain in its Conſtitution, as if he had left ſomething un- 
© done which he wou'd not perfed till afterward. One viſible flaw which I 
* ſeem'd to find was the Poverty of many of his diſtreſſed Creatures : at 
* which I was troubled ; yet not ſo much for their Affliction, as for the diſ- 
© honour which rebounded upon their Maker from their unrelieved Condi- 
* tion. But ſeeking further for ſatisfaGion to rhis ſcruple , which I knew 
* might be had if I ſought ir right, I happily mer divine Charity , and ſhe 
*told me, when I entreated her name , that the was the Counterpars to the 
* Defects of the Creation , and deputed by God to make them up, and with- 
$ all carried me to her houſe, which was not far oft, and ſhow'd me a Store- 
* houſe , which ſhe call'd, The Treaſury of God , Fhich was able to ſupply 
© more neceſſities than humane Nature was ever troubled with. I went away 
« fully reſolv'din my Mind, becauſe I ſaw ic was no diſparagement to God 
©to make the world after the fore-mentioned manner ; ſince though he had 
© not given them all things immediately or at once , yet he had pur all neceſſa- 
* ry additions ſo far within their reach , that the want of more perfe&t Hap- 
© pineſs ſhould not be laid upon him ; and that he had moſt juſtly reſolv'd, 
© the Condition of men ſhould be Imperfe& if they were Slothful or Mali- 
© cious. I perceivd alſo that Want was requiſite to make us underſtand the 
© Benignity of his Supplies, and that without complaining ; fince he had 
* provided them in abundance , and created the curteous hands of Charity 
© tobeſtow them where they were needful]. I underſtood alſo that God had 
* by this means caſt a great honour upon us, that he would not ſo complete 
© every thing which belong'd to the excellency of his work , but that he did 
f leave ſomething undone , that we might be co-workers with him towards 
« the perfe@ting of the Univerſal good, and ſo have a more honourable ſhare 
init, Whilſt by this means I ſaw a Divine luſtre refle&ed upon the con- 
«dition of Men, yet I could not but take notice that Charity was the great 
«Globe of light where all thoſe beams were fix'd ; and that whilſt it did 
© plorifie Vertuous perſons by ſhining in them , that of all the Vertues it ſelf 
* was moſt glorified. 

*Who can conſider the Nature of Charity , and not fee that God hath 
* fingled it our of all the reſt of his creaturegg,and made ic his Vicegerent 
© in the Royal Office of Love, and, as truſtihy it above others, hath wade 
Y ; the ſole Treaſurer of thoſe Mercies whichhe intended mediately to be- 
« ſtow ? 

© How canT but extol that Vertue which God hath magnified , and which 
© jisof ſich important uſe, that it ſeems neceſſary to lor: the defence af 
© Supreme Goodneſs? For though that hath prepar'd all Bleſſings in plenti- 
«ful meaſures , nor only with ſufficieacy to correſpond with Want , but alſo 
© with ſuperabundaat fu'neſs to adminiſter to Delight ; yer without this key, 
* which unlocks thoſe Repoſitories where they are laid up, the Poar , _ 
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* molt need them, would never þe able to come at them. 

* The truth of this 1s manifeſt , if we look into thoſe parts of the world, 
* where Charity is notentertain'd : for in thoſe paces Ignorance, Poverty, 
«Sickneſs, Complaint, Diſorder , War , and all manner of defecs , ruine the 
© Happineſs of Mankind. But where ſhe is received, there Knowledg,Plenty, 
Health, Amity, Peace, and all good things abound : for ſhe carries her 
© Treaſures with her , and doth moſt freely impart her Stores Þecauſe ſhe 
© counts her ſelf-not a jot the richer for them, till they are diſtributed. She 
* plains all the unevenneſs of Fortune , with a merciful! hand ; and ſinooths 
© all the Wrinckles, which ſeems to be in the inequality of worldly condi- 
* tions, and fo anſwers thoſe ObjeGions, which otherwiſe would be made 
© againſt Divine Providence , whilſt oneman, hath more than another ; and 
© makes the poor content that the Rich ſhould be their Stewards, and the 
*Rich much more Rich, whilſt they make themſclves poorer by giving a- 
* way a conſiderable part of what they have. 

« Upon Hunger , and thirſt, ſhe beſtows her Corn, and Wine : ſhe would 
© eſteem her Wooll good for nothing , if the naked did not want Clothes : 
* She fruſtrates the dreadful threatnings of Beggery with her Money , and 
© wakes the Iron fetters of Captives to fall off, with the force of Gold and 
«* Silver. The Sick want no Viſits , whilſt ſhe can go her ſe!f; nor Medicines 
* or Attendance , as long as ſhe is able to procure them. Strangers have not 
© leaveto lie in the Streets , for ſhe takes them into her Houſe , ora conve- 
©nient Hoſpital provided for them , with all neceſſary Accommodations. 


© Thecold Winter prevailes not againſt ſuch as have no Fewel, becauſe ſhe 


© hath laid upenough for them in warm weather. Deſperate Debtors, are 
© hindred from curſing God , and their Creditors in Priſons ; for ſhe either 
© perſwades thoſe to whom they owe to forgive them , or pays their Debts. 
« She beſtows Knowledg upon the Ignorant with meekneſs ; formes the rade 
* and compoſes the diſordered with prudent inſtructions. She paſſeth by 
© Offences conmitted againſt her ſelf,and hides with candid Hope ſuch faults 
*as ſhe cannot preſently mend ; and where any Good is begun, ſhe helps ir 
$ forward towards perfe&ion. She reconciles the differences of Mankind 
« with diſcreet interpoſitions ; and having done what good ſhe canto parti- 
© cular perſons , ſhe ſeeks out waies to advance the publick Good. And by 
ea divine Fulneſs would, like an inexhauſtible Spring , ſend forth Streams 
© continually to repleniſh all'the Wants of men, byt that they obſtru& their 
< paſſage with unworthy Damms; and yet ſhe makes a ſhift to get over them, 


* conquering all Evil with Good, The world ſhall ſooner want empty 


« Pitchers, chan Charity will want Liquor or Aſte@ion , to fill them up; all 
« times being her Opportunity , all occaſions an Invitation ; and whoſoever 
« pleaſes,her Gueſts. 
* Charity makes her ſelf a great high Prieſteſs , offering up prayers con- 
* tinually forall the World , for whoſe Good ſhe is not unwilling to become 
© alſo a Sacrifice ; and having madeall that dwell in the ſame Nature her 
© Children, ſhe would gladlflikea true Pelican, feed them with her bloud. 
* And as ſhe lives to no other, as hermain End , but to do good, ( for ſhe 
©eſteems it all Glory, to be an inſtrument in Gods hand to further the good 
* of others) ſo ſhe counts it but congruous to her nature to be willing to 
< dye, not only as Pylades for his friend Oreſtes, bnt rather as Damos for the 
< more uſeful Pyth:as, taking it for a ſufficient price of death , to loſe her 
© own, to ſavetheir lives which will be more beneficial tothe world. 
* This makes all the World in love with a Charitable perſon ; when they 
© ſee him , they behold the true Volt djvino drawn upon his face , and think 
* that 


te nt Lama. wat tn ti eG tl es dated 


Book 1V. Bentivolig and Uranta, IC) 
* thai God 15 come down to them 11the ſhape of vev. This pur + an awe Up 
* }is preſence, and makes us Example reverenc's. They cangut think upon 
* him wi-hout love and admiration : They know. , Ee 1s worth ren thouſand 
' Yalgar Souls, and ſtrive for him as their common potietlicon ; expecting as 
* oreat a Garknels to leize uponthem Ly his lode,as the Earth won!d ſhffer if 
* &od ſhould extinguifh tlc Sun ; and 15 iv endear'd to rhe NelghLourhood, 
' that if any place ſhou!d endeavour to voo him from them, they would 
* efteem 1t as great a WYONg as [0 divert a common River. This Grace tun'd 
* the Harp of Orphezs , and was the life of the Pythagorick Muſick, which 
* made the dull Stones dance into order , and ſ\cetn'd the very Peaſts our of 
© their roughneſs. There was no. hing 1n thoſe Gays ich durſt be (6 il] as 
* todiſubey the precepts of one that was ſy gocd. Finally , 2eing ſenſible 
© that this was the h gheſt obligation of which tumane kind is Ca pab.e, 
* though they are naturally afraid of Death as the worſt enemy 5 yer being 
* deſirous to perform a due requital,for ſuch a one they are willing to dye. 
© But I will conclude my Diſcourſe, leſt Ly multiplying words, [ ſhould 
* be thought to ſuſpeGt the Evidence of the Truth which 1 defend for ſuch 
* a dark buſineſs that it cannot be eafiy demonſtrated; and through tediouſ- 
© nefle of Speech concerning Charity forget my Argument , and uncivilly a- 
© buſe the curteous Patience of thoſe nob'e Auditors who have to me more 
* than ſufficiently diſcover'd the power of Love , in that they could fo long 
© bear with my Infirmities, F- | 
* Exergeſia baving finiſh'd her Diſcourſe with a general approbation, , ierfernce 
which reveal'd it ſelf in all their Countenances , Hrania defired þ Philotheg o charity. 
to ſucceed her : which ſhe did with a modeſt Smile, after this manner. b —_ of 
«If I were able to form rais'dnotions in my mind, moſt Excellent Audi. © 
* rofs, atid to clothe them with the beauty of Rhetorical Language , I ſhould 
* think my ſelf happy ia this preſent opportunity , having received a Sub- 
* ze& whichno low thoughts can reach , and honour'd with Company which 
* deſerve the beſt of Diſcourſes. The diſcouragements which rife from my 
© ImperfeQtions do chiefly awazeme , knowing that I can ſpeak nothing that 
* will requite the ſilence of your Attention. 1 ſhould undoubtedly ho'd my 
* peace, but that I know that thoſe who are moſt ab'e to do excellently 
© themſelves, are moſt ready to pardon the failings of others , and that they 
* make not their Deſerts the meaſures of their Acceptances ; and that I am 
* aſſured by the experience of a happy acquaintance with your Vertues, that 
© you will rake in good part what 1s offer'd with Humility chough it fall ex- 
* tremely ſhort of what you might have juſtly expeRted. My Argument doth 
* afford me ſome Comfort , becauſe it wilt be its own praiſe, and doth con- 
«rain ſo wany refu'gent perfections , that to recite them is Eloquence : and 
© though I amnot ab'e to perform that in a manner anſwerable unto their 
*yorth;yet I make bold ro hope that I ſhall be excus'd in that defed,becauſe 
© even Praiſe is not aſham'd to confeſs 1ts ſelf poor of Excomiams for ſo rich a 
© CubjeR. | 
* Divine Love is the Exaltation of Humane Nature to the Top of a'l poſ- , :,..; 
© ſible PerfeQiion ; the Soul rais'd tothe poſſeſſion of its utmoſt Felicity. By concernny ihe 
« Celeſtial Love we receive the f.uition of our chief Good. Whilſt the Soul '*** of Ged. 
<is enamour'd with God , it exerciſeth its moſt noble Faculty upon the beſt 
* Obje&. What I haveaſlerted concerning the Objed, is without the juriſdi- 
* tion of doubtful diſputation;all other things being in compariſon of God, 
* both as little in quantity as aDrop to the Sea,and as inferiour in trueworth, 
*a5 painted Fire is inreſped of the real Sun: All othergood things are bur 
« 1:ttlePi&ures made to repreſent ſome ſinall parts of —— neſs; 
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© Momentany perſwaſions of ill-beftowed Afﬀedions, of which they are ſoon 
© deſerted,having not reots ſufficient to uphold their own Lovelineſs, which 
© i5 ſoon wither'd þy the Sun that produced it, like the Flowers in Summer. 
* Concerning the Priority of the Faculty, ſome Queſtion is made; though 
* I know none that pretends Rivalry with Love,burt Knowledg: kut how un- 
* zuſtly it doth ſo,I ſhall ſoon demonſtrate. There are but two things, which 
* I cangueſſe by which our Faculties exalt their Worth, the Excellency of 
* their Operations, or the Noblenefle of the Objedt. 
« Asto the Dignity of the Objea& , noal.egation can be made to put a dif- 
* ference between them, becauſe God is the ſame to both : The firſt Truth 
* isthe Firſt Good ; God is the moſt Knowable and moſt ' Lovely Thing in 
*the world; exceſs of Knowableneſs following the Greatneſs of his Ef- 
© ſence,as Infinite Amiableneſs doth ſhine in the Goodneſs of his Nature. Here 
© Knowledg and Love are reconcil'd, both conſpiring ina ſtri& Union Joint- 
© ly to Adore ſo worthy an Objec. 
«* We muſt give judgment then concerning the Meliority of theſe Powers, by 
* the Operations which they produce ; and they muſt ſtand or fall in the re- 
« putation of their Excellency, as they riſe higher in their Applications tb. 
* wards the moſt Supreme Object. And here I think the difference is ſo viſi- 
ble that there is no Compariſon between them ; for Love is admitted to 
©2 nearer approach to God than Knowledg, and by the liberty of that acceſs 
* is demonſtrated to be a more Sacred thing. Knowledg is bur a look upon 
© God at adiſtance, which is allow'd to ſuch as are far enough remov'd from 
© all Glory ; but Love, isan Union with him. Love takes it for ics Defini- 
* tion, to be the Union of the Lover with the Obje@ lov'd. Holy Love ties 
© up the lifeof the Soul in God, with the perfe& Bond of celeſtial Amicy,and 
© it knows no death or deſtru&ion , but ſeparation from its beloved God, 
© nor can endure to be abſent from him. And as healwaies loves again , (for 
© his Love isa great part of his Goodneſs) or rather continues his Love, by 
* which this aftecion was firſt produced in the Soul, they cleave together 
© by the cloſe inheſions of Reciprocal Aﬀe&ion. So that they are no Hyper 
© boles which an intimate Friend of the Prince of Lovers us'd , when he ſaid, 
© He that dwells in Love,dwells inGod,and he in him,by a mutual inhabitation: 
© and his reaſon is tridly concluſive, For God is Love. Holy Lovers by this 
8 affeetion have ſuch a Complacency in God that they live in him, more than 
© in themſelves , and are ſo naturaliz'd to his Converſation , that" they can be 
© no where without him, and do paſſionately rejed all things, as hinderances 
© of their Happineſſe, which do offer to keep him out of their Hearts. 
© But how far ſhort doth Knowledg come of ſuch a Bliſſe ? Where Know- 
Cledgends , Love begins, perceiving it hath gone but a little way. What 
*is it barely to diſcover that there is ſuch a thing as God ? or Philoſophi- 
© cally to contemplate his natural Perfeftions? What am I the Richer for 
* underſtanding , that there are Silver Mines in the Iydies ? What the mind 
* underſtands only by knowledg , the Soul enjoys by Love, and ſo is made 
$ happy. How little Excellency doth ariſe from loneſome Apprehen- 
*fions, is manifeſt in that Forlorn Spirits remain Devils ſtill, though they 
© know God, becauſe they do not love him tov. Its true, Lovemakes uſe of 
«© knowledg in the accompliſhment of this ſacred Union ,- becauſe it is natu- 
© rally impoſſible to love that which we do not know, or to place a ſtrong 
<AﬀecRion upon that whereof we are but-uncertainly inform'd.Put what pre- 
ferment doth knowledg receive by this more then the Honour of an Inſtru- 
<nent ? I deny not Knowledg to be the hand-maid of Love, for ſo ſhe is, and 


©herefore receives reſpeR,becauſe of the Relation which ſhe bears to ſuch a 
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* ble Miſtrefſe : 1n her illuſtrious company ſhe is always honoured , as all are 
© that ſerve where ſhe doth; but when ſhe hath dimiſ,'d her ſelf from that at- 
* tendance and is met alone, ſhe is like a Cypher without Figures, is of ſinall 
* regard, and is many times corrupted with very diſhonourable praiſes: 

* Of what ſinall Value Knowledg is in reſpe& of Love, we may perceive 
* alſo by the Divine permiſſions, which hathgiven us leave to beſtow ir up=- 
* on the meanelt Creatures ; but Love isa ballow'd Faculty , which he hath 
* conſecrated by reſerving it for himſelf, and is ever jealous leſt any Idola- 
* trous corrival ſhould ſhare with Him in that facred affe&ion. We have 
* leave to know and uſe other things , but not to love them ; except in ſuch 
* minute degrees , that they may well think that we would rather make then! 
© believe that we do counterfeit an affection then love indeed. Wherein God 
* doth not only ſecure his own right , but alſo exprefſles a great care of us ; 
© becauſe Love conieining the Vertue of Union, if we ſhould beſtow it upon 
* Creatures, we ſhould debaſe our ſelves by a Conjundtion with many things 
*worſe then our ſelves, and ſo make our ſelves unmeet to be exalted into u- 
* nion with God , We have prophaned the Aﬀection which was due to God, 
* by uniting it with every contewptible Objea. _ 

* As by that which I faid before concerning the Snbſerviency which know- 
© ledg perforins to Aſfe&ionn, Loveappear'd to be the Exaltation of know- 
© ledg, from which, if it were ſeparated,it would be diſcharged by Mankind 
*asa thing of no uſe , orelſe miſchievouſly applicable : ſo leſt any ſhould 
* think that Love is beholden to Knowledg for this ſervice, I will prevent 
© that miſtake : for ſhe is not only well rewarded for her labour, bur it doth 
© ſo redound to the encreaſe of her own Intereſt, that in the very way where- 
© in ſhe ſerves, ſhe is requited. Its true, a bare knowledg doth give ſome 
© ſivall direQiops to the Love of God; but the Divine Beauty of the God- 
© head is not clearly viſible till Love have kindled a fire in the inamour'd 
© heart, The Light which ſhines from the flames of Love,is like the Noon-day 
* Beams,bright and hot. This heavenly Fire, doth ſhine with Vital light,and 
« with a potent heat doth dry upthoſe fumes of Luſt which would caſt a cloud 
© upon the eyes of the Soul. Whoſoever ſees by any other light;hath only Come 


© cold reflexion of wan Moon-Beams upon gliſtring Snow : Though he may 


© brag of knowledg, he ſees only with Owls eyes ; and if he talk, muſt needs 
« ſpeak at random of that which he never ſaw but in the twilight. He may 
© make ſome Fancies proportionable to what he hath heard others'ſay, but is 
© ſo devoid of the grounds of certain Knowledg,for want ofExperience,thar 
« he doth but gueſle at Heavenly things, as blind men do at Colours. 
© By this Argument it is manifeſt that the Soul through Love aſcends not 
© higher into the ineffable Joyes of Heaven, then into the Sereniriesof the 
« Beatifick Viſion ; and is as far from being in debt to knowledg here below, 
© as he which pays his Creditor with Gold for Silver , and that in greater 
© weight then he receiv'd, 2 bi | | | | 
* But why do I weary your Patience,whilſt I bal/ance Love,with this Ri- 
* val whois but its Harbinger,and ſothough it goes before to the ſame place, 
* is but ſent to provide Entertainment for another? The Glory of this Vertue 
© js berter revealed if we confider the Nobleneſs of its Deſcent,accompanied 
* with a correſpondent Deportment. Love is the Natural Child of Celeſtial 
*Goodneſs, and to produce tr, the God of Love vouchſafe tocondeſcend to 
© appear in the world,not only cloth'd with the Effential Luſtres of his Na- 
* rural Beauty, but alſo co ſuperadd thoſe adventitious AttraGives of Bounty 
& and Mercy, proportion'd to the Wants and Miſeries of our Condition. 
* The Divine Goodneſs, deſigning our promotion , choſe this as the beſt 
T2 Means 
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* Means to make us Happy and Good both at once. For as God's Love brings 
© his Goodneſs into view,to produce our Love: ſo when our Love is brought 
* forth, it becomes our Goodneſs, As we muſt of neceſſity have continued mi- 
* ſerable,if God had not loved us;ſo he permits us not to be happy but in lo» 
* ving him. That God will be loved by ſuch as we are, is his great Condeſcen- 
* ſion: but that we love the Divine Goodneſs,is the higheſt Exaltation of our 
* affeGions. So that Heavenly Love being the Flower of the Reaſonable 
*Soul full blown , and confirm in holy vigour by the ſame Goodneſs that 
* produc*d it ;- we may well think it the chief Faculty for which we ſhould 
© pleaſe our ſelves that we havereceiv'd Souls. Love is the Correſpondent of 
* Goodneſs, for which God is pleaſed with himſelf. Whilſt the Beſt Good, 
© js the Parent and Objed of our Love , our Aﬀections are made Divine, and 
* weled to Bleſſedneſs by a moſt pleaſant way , ſince in the Conſtitution of 
© our Happineſs Love is ſo great an Ingredient. Thus Love is become that 
© holy Ladder by which the Spirits of good men goand come between Hea- 
© ven and Earth with reciprocal Motions. Nothing comes from above , that 
* will reſt long below. The participations of this Spirit are like waters of 
* Life,deriv'd through inviſible Channels from the great Sea,filling the Hearts 
© of men, as ſo many little Springs , but never forgetting the way home, nor 
* unmindfull whence they came : the over-flowing Stream makes little Rivo- 
* lets, which never reſt till they return into the boſom of the beloved O- 
© cean. 

© I haveoften admired the noble Spirit of Love,whilſt I have ſeen hoiy all 
©that are poſſeſs'd with it make way to God with an irreſiſtible Vigour 
* through all hindrances, both carefully performing all ſervices which are 
* acceptable to him, and for his Love deſpiſing all the gliſtring allurements 
« of the flattering World;and making uſe of a rare advanrage which it hath in 
© its own Nature, ( for in Love all the Paſſions are ſeatedas in their common 
© Root) it doth with it ſelf offer up all the AﬀeGions of the Soul ro God. 
Taking conſtant Motives from the Generouſneſs of its own Temper,it doth 
© that which none but Lovers can perform : Where languid Souls enfeebled 
© by the want of this afliſtatice find impoſſibilities , complain of impotency, 
© and make a ſtop, it goes on, and conquers with an invincible power. 

© It ſo paſſionately deſires to pleaſe whom it loves, that it doth not only 
« ſuch things as are required þy Explicite Commands , but never ſtaying till 
© it be bidden by words, complics with the moſt ſecret notices of the Belo- 
© ved's pleaſure , and doth whatſoever it thinks may pleaſe when it is per- 
© form'd , whether it was commanded or no : and having done all that it can, 
* counts nothing toq hard to ſuffer , and yet hath ſo poor an eſtimation of its 
<own Merits, that it dothnot rate all that it hath done or can ſuffer at the 
* value of one Smile from God. 

«* ASa Holy Lover ſees that nothing can be added to the Greatneſs of the 
© Divine Goodneſs , which needs not what he can wiſh, becguſe it hath that 
© already and infinitely more ; he is much pleas'd with the contemplation of 
«ſuch Perfe&ions, and makes proportionable Adorations, and is conform- 
© ably thankful ſince that Supreme Goodneſs would love or be loved by 
*Him , and whilſt the lover perceives that the Divine Goodneſs is only 
* worthy of that which it needs not, he ſets love for a Sentinel at its own 
* door, to keep our all things which offend the Beloved or ſeek to invade his 
* Portion: And in the diſcharge of this office is vigilant and curious. How 
* diſdainfully hath it repuls'd other loves when they have been ſo bold as to 
* make unworthy offers ; How have I ſeert it make other ſort of Lovers to 
© bluſh as they paſs'd by , upbraiding them with the indignity of thoſe in- 

© ferior, 
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*ferior Obje&s to which they had devoted their affections, with an injurious 
* negle& of God, who is ſo inexpreſſibly worthy of Love in himſelf, and to 
* whom all the world is infinitely obliged ? How diſconſolately have I ſeen 
* poor Tentations ſneak away , afcer Love had mortified their vain hopes 
* with ſmart denyais? How clearly hath Love convinc'd many of hererring 
* friends of their great Folly in giving away the affeGions due to their 
* Maker, to thoſe things which are not able to requite them; and of Inſo- 
© lence too, whilit to his diſparagement they court every trifling vanity be- 
* fore his face? By which I underſtood that the ſafety of the D:vine Ho- 
*nour was much repos'd in the truſty Valour of thisnoble Champion. 

© Buc I will gono further ; for whilſt I look upon this Sacred Vertue ag 
© deſcending from Heaven, giorifying the Underſtanding, uniting the whole 
© Soul with God , either claſping about the Beſt Good , or kneeling before 
© the Throne of Mercy, or ſerving his p:eaſure to whum all things bow ; I 
© am ſo far from retracting what 1 have ſaid in the praiſe of Divine Love, 
* that if I knew how, I would encreaſeit with more Eulogies. As there is 
© no Goodneſs comparable to God's above ; ſs belozy there is no Afﬀection 
* equal to Love, nor indeed any Goodneſs or AﬀeGion but Divine Love. 

* It may be, Exergeſia , you had ſome expedation that I ſhould have ſpo- 
* ken with ſome Refiegion upon your Diſcourſe made in the praiſe of 
* Charicy. But I ſhall excuſe wy ſelf for neglecting all Compariſons, becauſe 
*Ithink that ſuch as heartily magnifie the Love of God, can never ſpeak 
* againſt Charity. I find ir in ſuch ſtrict Union with the Love of God, that 
6] judge it an inſeparable Effe& of that as an Excellent Cauſe , a Peculiar 
© Inſtance of its incomparable Power,a rare Counterpart of itsAmiableneſſe, 
*zan honorable Companion by which its worth is made known, and a plain 
6 yerification of its undeniable Truth. 

* Since Lovelineſs is the firſt born Property of Goodneſs, it may be next 
© beſt to imirate,but it is beſt of all to Love. Whatſoever is firſt diſcern'd to 
© be worthy of Love, is afterwards for that reaſon judg'd fit for Imitation. 
«* Some have fancied that theſe two Graces are , what Nature hath made you 
* and me , Twin-ſiſters : and if they be, let them always go together , as you 
© and I do, hand in hand. 


> —————— 


© When * Philothea had made an End, {{ranis with no lefſe Grace , then * 4 lever of 


* if all the vertues had beſtow'd their Ornaments upon her, began after this _ 


© manner. 

* It isa thing to9 apparent to receive the leaſt ſhadow of doubt , That it 
* isa very difficult Task, to determine a Cauſe which two ſuch Advocates 
© have pleaded. Each of them being endued with rare abilities of Leaming 
* and Wit, and furniſh'd with Subjects that juſtifie the Hyperboles of Praiſe, 
* muſt needs make what they very hard tobe anſiwer'd. Whilſt I was rapt 
* into admiration of their moſt excellent Speeches , me-thought I ſaw the 
* vertues themſelves glad to be ſo nobly patroniz'd ; and though they won- 
* dred how they came to beat ſuch odds, as to be oppos'd in the diſtances of 
* Compariſon, yet they were not diſpleaſed that by the tranſcendent skill 
© of their tutelar Profeſſors they were both made incomparable. 

*I am beholden to my —_ Genius for ſending me a Dream laſt night, 
* which whilſt I call to mind me-thinks I ſee it was his Good will by that 
* ko prepare me for the diſcharge of this honourable Undertaking , unto 
* which I confeſs my ſelf inferiour,and to make that Task eafie, which other- 
* wiſe I ſhould have judg'd impoſſible. 

© Fdream'd that I did contemplate the face of the Heavens, and ſeem'd tg 
* ſee Two Suns encircl'd with mighty luſtres : and as the wondering Speda- 
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* The Sunre- © tors were making guelles and laying wagers which was the * Parelion (and 
—_ © that was hard to ſay , their Glories were ſo equal; ) any body would have 
© that God had made another Sun juſt like the firſt , or elſe cut it into two 
< pieces with the convex ſides towards us. But after they had well ſarisfied 
* the Curioſity of the beholders with ſo ſtrange a Novelty , they made the | 
* wagerers part ſtakes : For the Two Suns accoſting each other in nearer | 
* diſtances, at laſt United themſelves into One body , and doubled their 
* Splendours in the ſingle Globe of Light which they both made and glori- 

© fied by their ConjunGtion. | | 
* 2he Goodneſs * Whilſt I medirate upon the Two divine Subjects of this days Diſcour- 
_ OP * ſes, I ſee two IntelleGual Suns at once diſplay their beautics before me : 
Ti  < when I view each of themapart , I think them both without Compare ; 
* and when I look upon them both together , they do ſodazle my eyes with 
* their vigorous Rayes, that I know not which to prefer. But if you will 
© havea little patience , I hope they will unite their Þeams, and take the 

© praiſes which [ muſt giveto each, ina joint Excominm. 

« Vertue is not a thing to be pull'd in pieces, nonot in Thought : being | 
© not one ſingle Member of a Body , and ſo valuable according to the hand- | 
* ſomneſſe of its particular Form , or Convenience of its diſtin& uſe ; but | 
*anentire Body conſtituted of many well-proportion'd Parts, by which, 
* when all are fitly join'd , the Whole 1s made up : and the Nature of Vertue 
* doth ſo eſſentially conſiſt in the Integrity of all the Parts , that if any 
*of them be wanting , the Body is ſo maim'd in its Compoſition, and ſo 
© |am'd to ation, that it is eſteem'd no other than a deform'd Monſter. 
© The Whole werenot the Whole, but for all the Parts ; and the Glory which | 
* the Parts aſcribe to themſelves is, that they contribute to make up the 
$ Whole. | 
* So in the Compoſition of a delightful Harmony , the Thirds and Fifths, | 
© have no loneſome conſideration for which their Sweetneſſe is admired by — | 


© the raviſh'd one but they receive their praiſe as they are blended to- | 


* oether with ot otes , in reference to which they become Thirds or 
© Fifchs, and þy whoſe tunable concurrences they are inabled to grace the 
* Song. The Soul accompliſh'd with many regulable Faculties is the Sub- 

© ject of Vertue , which is content that it ſhould be honoured with her Name 

and Relation, if none of them be Irregular ; but ſhe allows not 'any per- 

«ſon the Denomination of Vertuous, unlefſe he underſtand , Aﬀe&, and | 
| 
| 
| 


© Ataccording to her reſpeC@ive dire&ions. Her Dominion is Univerſal, 
© and her Soveraign Empire conſiſts in this , that no Subje& diſobey any of 
© her Commands : neither is that a Tyrannical Power , for there is nothing 
© Unjuſt in the Government of Vertue, nor any precept ſo mean , that it is 
« worthy to be trampled upon by Diſobedience. P 
© Its true , that Vertue doth diſplay her Greatneſſe in many inſtances ; but 
© ſhe is not ſo ſuperfluouſly made up that ſhe can ſpare any particular as a 
* trifling Ornament. Mow fit it is that every thing ſhould be in the place 
© where ſhe hath put it, is ſoon manifeſt by the il!-favouredneſſe of the De- 
©fe& which it leaves when it is taken out. As the multitude of Excellencies 
© ſhows the Perfe&ion of her Conſtitution ; ſo the uglineſſe which prefent- 
| © ly appears when one is ſeparated from the reſt , doth demonſtrate the ne- 
F - © ceſſity of theireſſential Connexion. So the variety of Strings that are 
1 « faſten'd upon the Body of a large Inſtrument do make it capable of higher 
«* Muſick , which hath a liberty to expreſle it ſelf ina greater Compaſs by 
' £reaſon of themultitude of bigger and ſmaller Chords ; but if two or three 
$ of them be out of tune, they will diſorder the Muſick of the Whole : For 
* though 
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* though ſame Sounds may come off pleaſantly from one part of the Inſtru- 
* ment; yetas loonas the Hand toucheth upon the untun'd Strings, they 
* will jar unpleaſantly, and the Difcord will be ſo nuch the more obſervable 
* and odious as the other Strings are noreexacly run'd ; and fo the Muſick 
© will become ingrateful to all judicious Ears. 

* When I have ſomerimes thought of the Golden Chain, which is ſaid to be 
* tied aboveto God's Throne , and from thence ler down to the Earth, to 
* draw us up thither ; T imagin'd that the firft Inventors of the Notian re- 
« preſented þy it the firm Contatenation of all Heavenly Vertues : and I am 
« afraid that if a few Links of that courteous Chain ſhonld by any dire miſ- 
« chance be broken off, we low Mortals ſhould not be able to catch hold of 
«it. Whoſoever wickedly undoes this holy Combination,makes the Happi- 
©nefſe which God hath deſign'd for himunattainable; 

* When the Tree of Life was firit planted in Paradiſe, I make no doubt 
| but it receiv'd ſingular beauty from its many well-ſpread Branches , and 
Fave extraordinary delight by a great variety of Fruits: but ſince our A- 
© poſtaſie we value it moſt for its Medicinal qualities ; that it is ſweet to the 
© Taſte, and pleaſant to the Eyes,are ſmaller praiſes. The Infirmities of Man- 
© kind are numerous ; and as they are reſpeCively curable by the ſeveral 
* ſorts of healing Fruits which grow upon this Vivifical Tree, and the Medi- 
* cinableneffe of every one is ſo affix'4 to its own Branch that it is not com- 
$ municated to another , if you lop off any Arui, ſome Diſeaſe of Humane 
© Nature will be left incurable. | | 

* As we have great reaſon to rejoyce in this Virtnous Conſpiracy of all the 
* Graces, and to think thoſe infinitely malicious who ſhould endeavour to 
* hinder ſo many Friends jointly — our Good; ſd their attempt who 
© ſhould be ſo unworthy would ſoon diſcover its Folly as well as Malice : 
© For the Vertues will not be ſeparated , the Graces will not be coutted a- 
* lone; none of thein will be loved , except their Fellows ſhare in the affe- 
* Kion. What Favours they beſtow,are never ſingle ; they always ſend down 
* Complex Influences : that Heavenly Life which irradiates the Soul with 
© 2 ſerene Knowledg,doth at the ſame time awaken the Powers of the affeQtio- 
* nate part into Love; true acquaintance with the higheſt Goodnefle will be 
accompanied with the beſt Aﬀedctions ; and whom ic makes to love,it inſen- 
* fibly transforms into the Image of the beloved Goodneſs. The Heart being 
© made partaker of God's Love , muſt needs be inamoured with the Good- 
© nefſe which is the Root of that Love: andas it is raviſh'd with the Sweet- 
© neſſe of Divine Good-will , the Undeſervedneſs of his Grace, and the Cle- 
© mencies of his Pardon, a Heavenly Spirit ſteals into the Soul, and it loves 
© and becomes like unto God fo both at once, that it finds it ſelf like a wedg 
© of Steel all ſet on fire , at the ſame time poſſeſſed with Light and Heat. So 
© Divine love and Charity are Twin-daughters of the ſame Mother, born both 
*at once , who preſerving the Union with which they embraced each other 
© in their Original, do never after permit any thing to violate their moſt in- 
© timate Amity. 

© It can be no diſparagement to Vertue to be prais'd after this Faſhion ; 
* neither can any take a juſt occaſion to think that ſhe is poor in ber ſelf,that 
* muſt be made up of ſo wany pieces: no, ſhe is one intire Excellency in 
© her own Nature, and thoſe many Rayes of Glory which ſhine from her , do 
* but difplay, not divide Her ; ſhe ſends them forchand gives the luſtre, but 
* keeps them all fo faſt lJock'd to the Unity of her Eſſence , that they can no 
* more be pluck'd off from her, than you canclip off the un-beams with a 
* paif of Scifſers. 

©Vertue 
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T Vercue is one in herſelf ; much like the Center of a Circle, which though 
© many Lines are drawn from it round about,and it is look'd upon ſometimes 
© as the term of this Line, and then of that ; yer it is one term to them all,and 
* jsin it ſelf undivided, So is Vertue but one PerfeGion , though it ſeem to 
© be diverſified in regard of many Aﬀecions which it moderates , and ſeveral 
* Actions which it doth produce : Her Unity is thereby no more diſpa- 
* raged, then the Monarchy of a Prince is impaired by the multitude of his 
* Subjects, or large extent of his Dominion. Though the Precepts and A- 
* ions of Vertue are many, they are all ordinated to one End,in which they 
* are united, as well as in the Principle from which they proceed. 

* This Variety is her Glory; for by this means ſhe fits in her Royal Throne 
* ouarded with a Princely attendance : Prudence it ſelf manageth her affairs, 
* Juſtice decides her Cauſes , Charity keeps her Subjects in Union, and Obe- 
© dience makes them univerſally obſervant of her excellent Laws : and ſhe 
* receives a compleat Glory from them all , which would be conſiderably 
© ]efſen'd ifany of them ſhould be wanting to themſelves or her. Thus Ver- 
© tue is beautified by the reflexion of many Splendors upon her , which were 
<:t firſt derived from her ſelf. Thus have I ſomerimes beheld an illuſtrious 
© blaze of mingled Lights plac'd orderly in diſtin& Sockets upon a Candle- 
ſtick of burniſh'd Gold, receiving their firſt Illumination f:om the midſt 
© of the Ball ; but after they had mixd their United Rays, how dazeling was 
© the Glory of the Room where they ſhone? Which they could not have ef- 
« feted, but that giving and taking Light from each other, they made a gene- 
* ral Contribution for qne great Splendor. - £o doth the generous Vine de- 
* clare the Plenty of its vigorous juice by thruſting ic forth, not in ſingle 
© Grapes but Cluſtres. | | | 

« But this great Truth, if I had faid nothing, would have been ſufficient- 
*ly verified in that Noble Combination of excellent Spirits, in whoſe con- 
* verſe I and my felloyw-Travailers have been unſpeakably happy fince our 
* coming to Theoprepia, The Pleaſurgs which we have receiv'd from each are 


© ſo many times doubled , whilſt we enjoy youall , that they are not tobe 


©expreſsd in words, much lefſe equall'd with Thanks. We ſhould have 
* thought our ſelves bleſt in no mean degree, if we might have enjoy'd, as 


© our portion , any of thoſe ſingle Friendſhips which you have beſtow'd up- 


*on us united in your moſt defirable Company. And I muſt needs profeſſe 
* that we think our ſclves no lefſe honoured, then if all the Muſes had not 
* only givenus leave to viſit them in their diſtin& Cells , but had alſo ap- 
© rointed a rendezvous upon Parnaſſus for our ſakes , there to beſtow upon 
© us the pleaſures of their Muſick , which muſt needs bean unparallel'd Con- 


© ſort, becauſe it is made up of ſuch Voices, which if they were alone could 


© not be equall'd. 

[ have taken this opportunity 1n my own and my Friends names to give 
you thanks , not knowing when I ſhould have a fitter ſeaſon to pay that 
which hath beena long while highly due. Ever may your Society flouriſh ; 
lernothing make your chaſt Pleaſures wither. But I might have ſpar'd this 
*Wiſh; for it is no more poſſible that your Delights can fade , then that thoſe 
© Eternal Roots upon which they grow candye. The truth is, I can make no 
* Wiſhes that ſignifie any thingas to your Happineſs, except Duration : For 
*if that which you enjoy be continued, you can have no more. Ac laſt 


.* may the fooliſhworld grow wiſe and become happy in imitation of Thes- 


Hewes 
prepia. | 
* AS tO you, a Philothea and v Exergeſia, an unparalle!'d Pair of Vertu- 


— © ous Siſters , in what words ſhall I preſent wy particular Thanks ?. Ycu 


hive 
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© have made the Love of God and Man ſo amiable in your Diſcourſes , that 
© | cannot chuſe but love you both. As the Vertues which you have elegant» 
* Iy commended are inſeparable, ſo I give you the Praiies, which you equal- 
*]y deſerve, ina joint-acknowledgment : and 1 ſhould think my underta- 
« king highly applauded, if I were as confident that I ſhould be pardon'd, 
*as [am ſure that you are admired, 

This Conference being ended , Phyonefia made a return of thanks to Urg- 
aia with ſuch affeGionate expreſſes, that every one preſent thought Words 
to have been the leaſt ingredient in their Compolition; and after a ſhort 
time beſtow'd in ſuch pleaſure as leaves no grief when it is palt , Sophrozde- 
ſired them all to retire into his houſe , where he entertain'd them with a Sup- 
per after the Mode of Sophroſyne , and with ſuch Diverſions as neither wa- 
ſted the time, nor gavethem any occaſion to be weary of it. But having ob- 
ſerved that the filenc Night, whilſt they were talking, had ſtollen away more 
then they thought of thoſe hours which are allotted to Reſt, he deſired them 
to retire to their Chambers to ſave what was left. 

2 Phroneſia and b Theoſebius having ſtaid a few days with no ſinall content a 4 prudeus 
in © Sophroſyne, they return'd to the City , taking along with them their no- Gt : 
ble Gueſts , whoſe company wasas much pleaſant to them, as the lofle of it i 
adminiſtred occaſion of grief to the good * Sophrox , who would have been pn nnren 
much troubled , but that he had learn'd among other Rules of Wiſdom , to ” wy 
part contentedly with the beſt things which God will permit us ro keep no 
longer. 

The Travailers had now ſpent a conſiderable time in Theoprepia ; for 
which though they were ſufficiently paid with the pleaſure of excellent 
Company, and the knowledg of a moſt Happy People , yet the neceſſity 
which lay upon them to finiſh their Deſign made them think of returning 
home : which when Phroneſia , Theoſebius , and the good © Agape underſtood, , ;,... 
they began to be affeced with the ſame reſentments of their Condition, 
which men feel when a former Happineſs doth aggravate a preſent Suffer- 
ing ; and thought that the Joyes which they had gain'd by the preſence of 
moſt defirable Friends , were now all loſt by their departure ; and they 
were willing to have judg'd it not only an Uncharitable rhing to deprive 
them of the Happineſs which they had lately beſtow'd , but alſoan Injuſtice 
to leave them ina worſe condition then they found them. For they ſeem'd 
not only to carry their own Perſons away , but a:ſo whilſt they prepar'd to 
be gone, they rob'd the Theoprepians of their Hearts, and deſtroy*d the Con- 
tentment which they took in themſelves before they came. But then refle- 
&ing upon the Innocence and Neceſſity of their Friends , and bearkning to 
Prudence which admoniſh'd them concerning their own duty, they began to 
think it requiſite to take heed leſt they commicred the faults for which they 
were ready to blame others. They hadno reaſon to complain , ſince the Tra- 
vailers were afflicted with the ſame inſtances of Grief; and it had been 
cruelty taggyiniſh ſuch as ſuffered with them, and were moſt of all troubled 
that they could not ſufferentirely that Sorrow of which they perceiv*d 
themſelves to be, though aguiltleſs, yer a ſad Occaſion. 

Who ever had been preſent at this parting would have melted into Pity ; 
for of all the ſharp Tryals which in this Region of Changes exerciſe our 
render Spirics with a deprivation of our better Enjoyments , there is none 
that doth more affli& usthen the Loſs of thoſ® Companions, who, whilſt they 
ſtaid with us, made us a little Heaven with their preſence. And though it 
doth pleaſeus that they are gone to Bliſs, (for we cannot envy thoſe whom 
we love,) yet the remembrance of what we did enjoy , but of which we are 
now 
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now bercav'd , doth make us more diſcontented that we have not leave to 
go with them, and renders our loneſome abode below more doleful. 
After many Embraces and divers expreſſions of mutual Love , Phroneſia 
and her Friends having accompanyed the Travaiiers a good way on the 
2 4good life, Road of © Bioſcalus , they took ſuch a leave of them , as was a lively reſem- 
blance of that natural afte&ion which the Soul feels when it is forc'd from 
its intimate Aſſociate, the Body. 
NPY The Travailers had not gone much further before they came to the Val- 
ley of b Elpiſcale, which lics at the Eaſt-end of Bzoſcalns. Upon their arri- 
val there, they found themſelves immediately poſſeſ'd with that ſort of Joy 
which Marriners ſailing towards the Eaſt-Inates do experiment when they 
have weather'd the Cape of Good-hope. It is a pleaſant Dale : The Gfbund 
alwayes green, and embelliſhed with divers kinds of painted flowers and 
fragrant herbs , yielded not only a rare AſpeG to the Eye , but alſo a deli- 
cious Smell as they paſs'd along ; alittle Rill which water'd the Valley , did 
glide along by them with a murmuring noiſe for fear of being left kehind 
them. * Poth the ſides of the Valley were encompaſs'd with ſtrait Rows of 
fair Plants; which , from their conſtant vigour and perpetual flouriſhing, 
A __— are call'd © Amaranth. When they had meaſured the better half of the Dale 
ing. with a ſteady pace, they were accoſted by a beautiful Nymph, call'd 4 Irexe, 
d Pogte, which came out of a neighbouring Grove, and brought with her a great 
number of little Chappelets made of the purple flowers of , Amaranth, and 
puta little Coronet upon each of their Heads. When Uranis demanded 
the reaſon of that AQon , ſhe anſwered that the Owner of that Grove ap- 
pointed thoſe Garlands as a Civility toall Travailers which came that way. 
Hrania and her Companions having modeſtly accepted"Irexe's courtefie , for 
fear of rudeneſs in the refuſal of that which yet they were afraid to receive, 
looking upon it asan unmerited reſpe&,and having given ſuch thanks as the 
Civility-requir'd;lreze waking way for a new entreaty, bygiving notice to 
them that ſhe could not but look upon them as Travellers which had gone 
a long Journey, deſir'd {{rani«and her Friends to accept of a Lodging at her 
Siſter's Houſe, and to reſt themſelves there for a few days. Hrania made 
ſome delay to return an anſwer to this courteous propoſal , though ſhe 
found chearful inclinations in her mind to entertain it, having obſerv'd ſuch 
an Air in Irene's face as ſignified her to be no ordinary Perſon ; yet for fear 
of being too troubleſome , ſhe pray'd Irexe not to interpret it as a diſ- 
regard, that ſhe was unwilling to give her the trouble of receiving ſo many 
Strangers. Irene nothing ſatisfied with this Anſwer , and gueſſing who they 
were, for they had intelligence of their being with Phroneſia, ſhe doubled 
her entreaties, antwith a gentle carneſtneſs pray'd them to honour her fo 
far as to give her leave to bring to her Siſter the moſt acceptable Company 
that ever arriv*dat their Houſe ; adding that hereby they would ſave her 
from the Puniſhment of an unwelcome return to her Siſter without them, by 
whom ſhe was ſure to be ſeverely chidden for a great want of gygudent En- 
deavour, and defe& of juſt Civility , if ſhe ſhould permit ſuch worthy Per- 
ſons to paſſe by without making her acquainted with them. ran not 
knowing how to accept the Invitation, being ignorant how her Compa- 
nions were inclin'd,and not being able to refuſe ſuch ſeaſonable Love,was in 
a preat ſtreight between her own Modeſty and Irene's Goodneſs : which Bex- 
tivolio perceiving,having form the ſame noble Apprehenſions of Irene with 
Urania, and making nodoubt Þut upon ſo fair an Invitation ir would be well 
worth their time to viſit one who was Siſter toa Perſon of ſuch excelent 


appearance, and whom they ſupposd themſelves to have ſeen already ina 
lively 


(> 
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lively Picture, turning towards his Siſter , reſolv'd her doubtfulneſs in theſe 

words : Hrana, we have been much beholden to this Lady already., and by 

reaſon of the condition in which weare at preſent, find our ſelves much 

more able to receive new Favours than to make Requitals ; let us accept 

this kind Offer, and though we can makeno Recompence , we ſhall however 

ſhew that weare far from being ſorry to have contracted a Debt to ſuch a 

| noble Perſon, by our willingneſs to be further oblig'd. 

2 Jrene , not ignorant what happineſs ſhe had incountred , expreſs'd ſuch # P#4c+. 

| a fincere joy in her Countenance as made them ſee that they were not invi- 

ted in Complement and aſſur'd them that they were going where they ſhould 

both contraG new Debts and leave great Obligations : having whiſper'd in 

her Servants ear to go Before, and let her Siſter know what Company was 

coming, that ſhe might not he ſurpriz'd with the approrch of unexpected 

Gueſts, nor they find any thing unready , which might make them ſorry to 

have come upon ſuch Friends ſo ſuddenly ; ſhe took Urania by the hand and 

ask'd her if they did not come from the Court of Phroneſia, Urania anſwer'd, 

they did ; and requeſted her to tel] them her own and her Siſter's name. I 

am call'd Irene, and my Siſter Þ Theonee, replied Irexe; and ſince the Death = 
of © Theander our Father who was a Kinſman of 4 Theoſebius the Prince of <=» on 53g 
« Theoprepia, we have liv'd together above a year in this place, which is the c 4 Divine 
| ancient Seat of our Family, | A tv flipge 
| UHraniz and her Friends rejoyc'd that in the progreſs of their Travels of Gd 
they had met with ſuch as had relation to Theoſebius , whoſe Irhage was fix'd © The Divine 
ſo deep in their Hearts , that they never thought upon him but they felc #** 
themſelves tranſported with a mix'd Paſſion made up of Love and Grief: 

and indeed had they known how much the Opportunity of their preſent 

Joy was due to him, it would have put a freſh Gratitude into their Aﬀe- 

&ions ; for he had privately ſent one of his Friends to viſit Theonoe and ]- 

rene , and to tel] them what kind of Travellers they might poſſibly enjoy , if 

they did not negle& to way-lay them. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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To the Right Honourable 
JOHN Fol ff LAUDER DAILL. 


Secretary of State to bis Majeſty for the Kingdom 
of Scotland, Gentleman of his MajeSty's Bed-Chamber, nd one 
of His mo} Honourable Privy Council in both Kingdoms. 


My LORD, 

D032 He Obligations which yout Lordthip hath laid 
SES upon me are ſogreat, that 1 diſputed # good 
| FR while with my ſelf whether ir were not better 

TS © continue an unthankful Negligence, than 
P co attempt a Gratitude in this poor Ex- 
preſſion ion, When 1 perus'd the Number of your. Lord- 
ſhip's Civilities, I felt ſomething of thoſe troubleſome Paſ- 
a which ſurprize a Merchant when by the Foot of his Ac- 
compts hie perceives that his Debts have over-grown his Abi- 
lity to make Payment. But remembring how unworthy athing 
it 1s ungratefully to conceal another's Right , I thought it was 
neceflary to acknowledg what I owe,though I am not able to dif- 
charge it ; and when befides this I confider'd that your:Lord- 
ſhip's Goodfieſs can as calily take a ſmall Acknowledgment in 
good part as beſtow Courtefies without the ExpeQation of any, 
I grew a little confident , and thought that the Forbearance of a 


due Addreſs would be as unjuſt a Modeſty in me, as it is in any - 


Tenant who is aſham'd to carry his Rent becauſe his charira- 
ble Landlord requires only a pepper-corn. | 
This Motive, yes , my Lord, this Motive is the Root upon 
which my Boldneſs grows. A mean Sacrifice is not incapable 
of Acceptance with God-, nor a little Preſent with ſuch as are 
like him, if they be offer'd with a fincere Mind, With my own 
Intentions | am indifferently well acquainted , and I have re- 
ceiv'd ſuch aflurance of your Lordſhip's generous Diſpoſition, 
that I chink I way lawfully ſay that in your -Lordſhip's behalf 
which Pindar did long fince for _ the Prince of Aprigentum: 


Tsxay 
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But leſt I ſhould offend your Lordſhip's Modeſty with a Re- 
cital of your juſt Praiſes , or preſs too rudely upon your Pa- 
tience with a long Epiſtle , I will only crave leave to tell you a 
ſhort ſtory ( which is alſo a caſt of my preſent Office ) and 
then kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands, 

As I went one day fince your Lordfhip's departure from 
hence to that part of the Neighbouring Hill which rifech with 
a lofty Grace upon the South-lide of the pleaſant Valley "a 
don , where 1 had the Happineſs firſt ro know your Lordſhip, 1 
chanc'd to arrive at that hollow part of the Rock where your 
Lordſhip was ſometime impriſon'd , juſt as Apolloaccompanied 
with his Virtuofi was making a viſit to the Muſes who inhabic 
there, They to our great trouble were at that time weeping, We 
having ask'd the Reaſon of their Tears, they anſwer'd , that ir 
was not poflible tobe fo ſtupid as not to reſent the Abſence of 
one of their beſt Lovers, and that they had not been able to fing 
as they. us'd to do when they thought of the Loſs which they 
ſuffer'd by his Removal. We were going toask"the Name of 
that ſo worthy Friend ; but when by chance we ſaw the Door 
of your Lordſhip's Cell thrown open , we knew well enough 
whom they meant, and replied thus, Moſt gentle Mules, It 1s 
Ingenuous not to forget one go whom you are obliged ; but you 
muſt take heed leſt under the pretence of Grief you enviouſly 
reſent your Friend's Happineſs. Would you confine him to your 
petty converſation who 1s defign'd to the Service of one of the 
greateſt Princes in the World ? You do too fondly love your 
private Concerns , if you are diſpleas'd becauſe ſuch a Gallanr 
Soul is taken from you , and you do not conſider that it is 10 
promote a General Good , and to undertake a part in thoſe uſe- 
tul Cares to which the Mules themſelves owe their Tranquility, 
If great Minds ſhould reſolve to decline the troubleſom 4ftairs 


of 
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of Courts ; the moſt flourithing Kingdoms would ſoon find the 
ſame miſerable change of their happy Condition which the A- 
thenians brought upon their once famous City, atter they had de- 
| priv'd themſelves of their beſt Stareſmen by a brutiſh Oftraciſm: 
with which Fate the Syracuſans alſo were juſtly puniſh'd, for 
waking an Apiſh imitation of that pernicious Cuſtom by a 
| fooliſh Petaliſm. The firſt of theſe States might with as good 
reaſon have built their Acropolis without Foundations , and the 
| other have ſent their Fleets to Sea without Balafſt and Pilots. 
The Truth is, if Vertuous Perſons would not be drawn out of 
their quiet Privacies toattend Publick Bufineſs , Devils and the 
worſt of Men would only be left after their wild faſhion to go- 
vern, that is, to deftroy the World. 

Civility made the Muſes filent till we had done ſpeaking, and 
then they wept again. Whereupon one of our Company de- 
manding what it was that could trouble them ſtill ; one of them 
(as 1 remember it was Vrania) replied thus , We are not capa- 
ble of envying one whom for many Reafons we are oblig'd to 
honour with our beſt Love; neither are we fo poorly-ſpirited 
as fo repine at the publick Benefit which many 'may reap from 
our Lover's Employment: our Tears do only fignifie our De- 
fires of our Friend's Security , and expreſs the Fears which we 
muſt have for One incompaſs'd with thoſe Dangers which com- 
monly attend the Flouriſhing Seaſons of Humane Life, We 
| have been told that a Royal Poet us'd to call great Proſperities 
nrp>7 Flattering Lubricities ; and that Atofſa the Mother of 
Xerxes exprels'd the ſame ſenſe in words not much different ; 

Ker ps xced\cey cepaar Þe2rs Olymp.04.1, 
My pes TNSTQY xg1iong Ss errgey Tod) 
"Oaboy. 


To which our great Lyrick ſpeaking upon the ſame Argument 
hath added, 
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Here Apollo ſmil'd and faid , 1 ſee that all crue Lovers are a 
lictle Jealous, I cannot but pardon that carefulneſs which 
ſprings from tender AﬀeGion ; but withall ler me adviſe you 
to comfort your ſeives, and to lay afide thoſe Apprehenlions 
which you might not unficly entertain for low Spirits ; they 
are impertinent here, I ſuppoſe you have had ſo much Expe. 
rience of your Friend's Vertue, leng tyred by many Afaults of 
Adverſe Fortune, that you cannot wiſh his Return to the old 
Dungeon in Portland, for your fuller fatisfation in that Point x 
and therefore it is unreaſonable to diſtruſt him now when he is 
brought upon the Theatre to fhew the ſame Vertue in a new 
Scene of Lite, to perfe&t his Courage tn the Probations ofa bright 
Proſperity , and to receive that Honovr which is due to Forti- 
tude when it hath prov'd it ſelf Invincible by blunting both the 
Horns of Tentation, Leave weeping , Dear Muſes, and pray 
that your Friend may do honour to God proportionable to the 
Advantages of his Condition , that he may happily ſerve and be 
alwayes loved by his Royal Maſter, that he may encreaſe the 
Glory of his Noble Family , and after many peaceful dayes in 
this World be admitted into the Beatifick Prelence of the Eter- 
nal King. Fol 

Here the obedient Muſes dried their Eyes, kneel'd down and 
pray'd heartily (as true Lovers uſe todo) for your Lordſhip's 
Happineſs ; which Performance is allo the daily Tagk of, 


My LORD, 


Tour Lordfhip's mo$t Obliged and very 


Aﬀefionate Servant, 


N. INGELO. 


— 


PALE ACE 


TO THE 


READ E R: 


WP Vt begin this Addreſs with an Excuſe , and crave pardon for 
EWA Miſtake in the cloſe of the Fourth Bookof this Hiftory ; which was 
SD occaſion'd by a Report that Bentivolio ad Urania, with the reſt of 
&b their Companions, after their Departure from Phroneſium , went 
immediately to the Higher Theoprepia : but | am iuform'd ſince by 
an intimate Friend who dwelt ſome timein that Country that they made a ſtay at 
Theander's Houſe in the Borders of the Lower Theoprepia , being engag to it 
by the Charming Conver ſation of the two Vertuous Siſters , Theonoe and Irene. 
IT hilſt the ſtay'd there, Bentivolio and his Brother unde; ſtanding by two Gen- 
tlemen who came upon 4 viſit to Theander's Daughters,that the brutiſh Tec ia- 
gene had barbarouſly depriv'd Alethion of his Kingdoms ; _ found themſelves 
ver y unwilling to return home till they had endeavour'd the Reſtauration of that 
Excellent Prince. As the deſign was worthy of their Generous Souls , ſo they 
thought it feaſible by the Aſſiſtance which they hop'd to obtain from the King of 
Theoprepla. | 
After I had receiv'd this Intelligence, I thought it was neceſſary to corrett the 
fore-mention'd Errour; I look'd upon my Hiſtory as imperfett without this Addi- 
tion,and Juppes 4 that it might be no unpleaſing Diverſion to ſome Readers to un- 
derſtand the life of A\ethion, to know the Accidents which happen'd to the Noble 
Travellers before their return to their own Country,and to read thoſe Diſcourſes 
which paſs'd between Bentivolio and other very worthy Perſons concerning Ar- 
euments which [ think to be of as great Import as any in which Humane Wit em- 
ploys it ſelf. In ſome places | have brought them in defining the Nature of true 
Happineſs,#z ſome aſſerting the Exiſtence of a Deity, inothers attempting the 
Vindication of Divine Providence. Sometimes they undertake to ſhew the Va- 
nity of this preſent Life , and the true Uſe of that ſhort Time by which our 
Continuance in this World is limited Sometimes you will hear them exploding 
vain Pretenders to Revelations in Matters of Religion,and at other times de- 
monſtrating the Eternal Nature of Vertue ; and in ſome Leaves you will read 
what they ſaid when they endeavour'd to prove the Immortality of Humane 
Souls ; beſides ſome other Subjetts very conſiderable to all ſerious Perſons, which 
I have endeavour d to put into handſom Dreſſes, both knowing that they are wor- 
thy to be adorn'd with the moſt induſtrious Art , and alſo hoping that they would 
add grace to my Book whilſt I treated concerning them. 

I theught alſo it would not be nnacceptable to inſert a ſhort Story of the Life, 
and to give a brief Synopſis of the Sacred Dodtrine , of our deareſt Saviour : 
to which I have added alſo a Vindication of his Incomparable Gofpel., zo diſ- 
chare it from the Impudent Cavils of thoſe who unaeryalue the Holy Scripture, 
not becauſe they have much Wit but becauſe they a1 e [pnorant of uy Hons 
{or which it is not only juſtifiable,brt Admirab'e;as they have been told not long 
ſtuce by 1 Gentleman deſervedly honour d for Wit, Vertue and Leaning. 

im aſſerting the fore mention a Verities | found reaſon tobe more prolix, ana 

ſorter 
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ſborter in the- Hiſtorical Narrations,which though they are in moſt parts Paraboli- 
cal, and ſo not unuſeful to thoſe who will underſtand them , yet they being not the 
Principal parts of my Diſcourſe, I thought leſs care was requiſite to compoſe them. 
If any Curious Reader avh, But why all this ? Really I can only ſay that it was 
partly to give an account of my Time to Almighty God , to do honour to the Goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour, to ſerve the Lovers of Truth anaGooaneſs,aud partly to 
entertain my own Mind.If Tully pretended this as a Reaſon of his writing books, 
Nos autem qui non tantum roboris habemus ntCogitatione tacitl a ſolitudi- 
ne abſtrahamur , ad hanc fcribendi operam omne ſtudium curamq; converti- 
mus ; I hope I may uſe the ſame Excuſe, . Pr ſince I am very much ſatisfied 
that I could not employ thoſe quiet Hours which I gain from the troubleſome Af- 
fairs of Humane Life better purpoſes than thoſe which I have mentios'd. What 
good man can diſſent from him who, amongſt ſome Extravagancies,hath recorded 
this noble Speech , T1 ne faut pas douter que ce ne ſoit Iuſage le plus konoura- 
Aount. ble, quenous leurs ſcaurions donner ; & qu'il n'eſt occupation ny defſein 
Book 2.ch, plus digne d'un homme Chreſtien,que deviſer par toutes ſes eſtudes & penſe- 
12, Þ. 243. mens a embellir , eſtendre & amplifier la verite de ſa creance ? z. e. Theye is 
not an employment more honourable = 4 Man,or more worthy of a Chriſtian,than 
theſe ſtudious Endeavours by which we embelliſh Religion, and — — 
recommend the Truth of it to the World. I cannot but think that what lon ſaid of 
his Attendance at Delphi, may be much wore fitly applied here ; 


Kaaiy 14 mv mvov, & 
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Kajris ff 4 we wr 
Ovo7Ce Sihav 6p Txt, 
'Ou Iyalldis fd dareires 
"Evgagors myers ge xfh0v- 
| or what the Priefteſs call 'd her ſervices, 
In Bacch, lover 5p, zduner 7* rg pailors 
Which in Engli s thus, 
re fe A, Phebus me commands 
To wait, where the Oraculous Tripos ſtands. 
I ſerve no Mortal, but that God whom all 
The World doth juſtly their great Patroncall. 
This Holy Office is Ambition's Height ; 
To ſerve is Honour, and to work Delight. 

What cax be more congruous to our Nature , if we know our ſelves, than this 
vlamer <x0@-, to devote our Time to the ſervice of God, ana (which he values as 
one of the chief Sacrifices which we can offer to him) to dirett our Actions to the 
Melioration of Mankind ? 1 look upon the World as a great Temple whoſe Doors 
are open day and night , in which ſame do continually ſing Hymns in the Praiſe of 
the Eternal King who is the Creator of it:It becomes all Excellent Spirits both to 
bear a part in that Divine ſong themſelves , «nd to uſe their beſt Art to bring 
others #nto that Hy Chorus. Bey far theſe Papers may conduce to ſo good a Pur- 
Poſe, 1 cannot tell; but 1 bave made them as perſwaſive as 1 could. That for which 

Enrip, MThevebeen wn ſollicitous is that they may pleaſe The 73 exgia.DlagiSpur, x 735 
Pind, «e:Jaim waunnbres Unis, ſuch as are fit to determine concerning Wiſdom, and 
who: have heartily concern'd themſelves for the Intereſts of Vertue : ana if 
this Expectation be not fraflraed] ſhall think my ſelf umnnina nn iodine Once 
me, to have perform'd the greater part of my Task ; and for other matters 1 think 

my ſeif able to peſs unconcern'd through little Cenſures. 
Ii 
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In this jbort Þi ol ogne l {14s it will not ve impertiuent to make 4 particular {a- 
ireſs to Acheiſts, F picureans 47a © cepticks. i bave many Reaſons to fear that 
I (ball not convert Atheifts : | know that ſuch as diſpute with that ſort of men ds 
xo? £unom! Tols £ralra * Juorriyxlos, contend with the Arrogant and arpue 
with ſuchas are haid to be convinc'd : but ſwice their Infidelity is conquerable, 
I have done my endeavour , aud if the .ipplication prove not fea nal, yet | hope 
they will find 10 juſt cauſe to be offended at my Charity, if any ſuch (ball happen to 
read this Pook. If I hawe us d any ſharp b xpreſſion's 11 the —_ of their Unbe- 
lief,or endeavour'd to caſt Diſparagement upor their Princip es,they will not have 
Keaſon tobe angry, if they conſider the Greatneſs of that _— which | defend; 
and remember that the Ancient Philoſophers ſpoke at a far higher Rate : the 
boldneſs of whoſe Philoſephick Leal I have foliow'a at 4 very remote deſtance. 

Plorin the chief of the Platonilts p onounceth roundly , that the Denial of an 
All-wilſe Creator 1s "Amopr, 4 4rd d irs viv uns aid uny xarſnwire, fo Irrational FE, 3.1 2. 
that it can be approv'd by nonebut thoſe who have neither Underſtanding 
nor Senſe. Arrianus, ina great lndignation againſt ſuch as could not diſcern God, Lib. 1. cap. 
by his Providence,breats out into theſe paſſionate words, vi Tk ws, #» of jazoviruy 10. 
dens T;ds mn aidhgar # megyinas , my: aidy wor x 4 Xatusg, rc. O God , One 
of thy Creatures is enough to diſcover thy Providence to a modeſt and 
thankful Perſon ; thoſe who have conſider'd many of them, and yet do not 
acknowledg a Creatour are guilty of a {tupid Impudence, and (as he ſaith in , . ; 
another place) are deſtitute of a N'v2ws ovvogami 2 7 evxdercer, they have loſt op ils Cn 
their Diſcerning Faculty , and fo cannot perceive; or art infected with In- 
gratitude , and will not acknowledg a God. Cicero having made uſe of 14 , 1. 
the Admirable Conr ſes of the Orbs as an Argument to evince a Deity, ſays, Hzc py. Deo, 
qui vacare mente putat , is ipſe expers mentis habendus eſt,&c. He which is 
not ſenſible of a Divine Mind fo fairly repreſented, is ſo devoid of Under- 
ſtanding himſelf that he knows nothing. 
Many others whom it is needleſs to cite hawe us d Expreſſions of the ſame na- 
Fure; w 6pr abt? they were not ſo enrag'a with the baſeneſs of Atheiſts as Moxus 
was, who drown'd xd Crambians becauſe they did not worſhip any God : yet be- 
ing inflam'd with a ſober Zele they made uſe of Words which were juſtly reproch- 
ful, and condemn'd them as muſt unworthy Perſons for attempting to extinguiſh 
the nobleſt ſenſe of our Souls, and to eradicate Thy mraudy mite, why eveyrgicr ime Plut. 
y:tav, TwouTor W mam md 10Ht@, my v I,vegy £ diyvaoy, the Ancient Faith of Man- Dign. Pref. 
kind, that Natural Belief which is planted in all reaſonable Souls,and to over- 
throv the ſtrong and everlaſting Foundation of Vertue. Who can juſtly blenit 
their Heat F when they ain only oppoſe ſuch as do © xurng mew; ngmlohuna, inſo< 
Jencly affront the common Faith ? For my own part , I muſt ſay that whilſt the 
whole World exhibits Arguments in the behalf of God , and all the Creatures pro- 
claim a Deity ecchoing to one another with loud Acknowledgments, I cannot but 
wonder that the moroſe Atheiſt ſhould et be pleas'd with this Intelle tual Hay- 
on : whilſt he ſtops his Ears , and with a ſurly woice denies the Truth which is 
ſogenerally affirm'd , he makes me think of the dull-ſounding Drone in a Bag- 
pipe ; for when the higher Notes delight the Ear with various Harmonies being | 
pleaſantly referr'd to one another , this diſccmpoſeth all with one Baſe untun'd 
Note. I would wot pave troubled my ſelf with this ſort of People,but that I judg'd 
it neceſſary to ſhew the Fahhood of their Principles , and ſo to prevent the Conta- 
gion o thoſe Errours which have a moſt pernicions Influence upon Huniane Life ; 
for they tend dire ly to the Owerthrow of Religion , the Deſtriiition of Vertue, 
and to the Introduction of all bold Wickeaneſs in the World, | av" 

The woluptuors Epicureans will be content that | make my Addreſs tothem <e- 
1) ſhort leſt they ſhould be too mach diſturb'd in their ſoft Kepoſe. I confeſs | think 
ut 
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it is tolittle purpoſe to ſay much to them of Divine Matters, whom Senſual Plea- 
fare hath made, 'A uftuanss xermis, ſuch dull-ſighted Tudges of Truth, that they af- 
firm there ought not to be any Knowledg of Good and Ewil , that ſo they may eat 
Forbidden Fruit more ſecurely. Leſt they ſhould be diſcompos d with that which 
I have written in diſgrace of the Lite , as well as the Philoſophy , of their great 
Book F« ; % 2 Ag h_ j 
Patron Epicurus ; I think it is fit in this place togive an Account of the Reaſons 
which I had for it. His Opinion concerning Pleaſure was declar'd in the time of his 
Life by his moſt intimate Companions to be this;That our Happineſs doth con- 
fiſt in brutiſh Voluptuouſneſs. That this is the genuine Senſe of his Expreſſions, 
his chief Admirers could not but acknowledg many years after his Death. Lucian 
confeſſeth plainly , that when he compar d Epicurvs with Democritus axd Ari- 
ſtippus (# ixdvey Zoperiy + jdvreI6ae, that famous Maſter of Luxury) he had 
nothing to ſay but this, That he was meezmv anGiryO , md aha nd; x, Moxred 
#a@&,more impious than they,but for other things he was a good Companion 
and a Lover of his Palate. He was reproch'd for his beaſtly Philoſophy by Hea- 
then as well as Chriſtian Writers , as1s manifeſt to ſuch as know Books. Among 
Lib. 3. c, 7. #thers the Noble EpiGetus,as Arrianus teſtifieth, us'd to call his Opinions Tleneg 
Syusls * Avarwfing my x; AVEavTING SIKOY, Wicked Afſertions , deſtrucive to 
Cities , pernicious to Families. Though Diogenes Laertius endeavour to put 
a better Gloſs upon his Dotrine , yet what is the Teſtimony of a ſingle Author 
againſt ſo many who are unexceptionable ? That one gallant man, Cicero, whom 
I have oppos'd to him as a ——_— , ts ſo conſiderable , that the learyed 
Caſaubon doth eſteem him worthy of « higher Encomium they I have beſtow'd 
upon him , and uſeth theſe words in his Praiſe , M. Tullius, Autor graviſſimus, 
": Vot, a quique eſſe debeat B7; 417} wveiwy Anywor, M. Tully, a moſt orave Author, 
27h, and one who alone is worth ten thouſand Diogeneſſes. I might add to theſe 
the diſeraceful Charaiter which is put pon this Sect in Holy Writ. 
That the Gardens of Epicurus were net free from that ſort of women which 1 
have mention'd in my fifth Book, needs nogreater Proof than what | have offer'd. 
Beſides one-whom | have named, Laertius and Tully have recorded many others, 
the chief of which were Marmorium , Erotium, Hedia and Nicidium. The E- 
piſtle which Leontium , one of that Number, wrote ts Lamia, in which ſhe com- 
plains of the Venereous Temper of Epicurus, and diſparageth him as an old Ado- 
nis, is recorded in the ſecond Book of Alciphron, and bepins thus ; «Ir tvougest.. 
Tigoy , &y Yorghy , hn" wniAry fpfegurtvoume @geofury, cis we Emxy® 370 Srwxy* miy- 
T4 Mifeov, mile Saoſetor Gntronds adianuTys jr Yeapgay , ixdiapar ix th ther. 
Ms my * Avg Thy, & "Adorts ay adv Gydonxov]e 5az>yos try , uk dy aus nextuny g9(- 
ewivI@ x; ginoyoary]@, vo nglammbuuwre & (dhe TK drn may. 1, e, Nothi ng, 
as I think, is harder to be plezs'd than an old man when he grows youthful 
again , this Epicurss doth ſo perſecute me. He finds fault with all things, 
ſuſpeds every thing, and writes endleſs Letters to me, which keep me from 
his Garden. By Venns, if Adonis were now fourſcore years 01d, lowſie, al- 
wayes fick, and wrapp'd his head in a Fleece of Wool inſtead of a Cap, I 
could not endure him. 
But I will diſturb theſe delicate People no longer. 

The Scepticks can expect no ſatisfattion from me ; for they teach their Scholars 
to laugh at Geometrical Demonſtrations , and have given them this as the Sum 
of their Philoſophy,That they ought not to believe any thing. It muſt be grant - 
ed that truth 1s not very ef found out ; but they have'highly diſſerv'd it by 
confounding it as much a5 they can with Falſhood,, and diſcourage all Induſtry by 
reproaching our Endeavours for the obtaining of it , as\Enquiries after we know 
not what. What elſe did Boccace mean by his three Rings, Sextus Empiri- 
cus by his Purging Potion , his Ladder and Fire? To what other End did he 
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direct the great pains which he took to prove that we bave no Faculties to employ 
in the ſearch , and that Truth hath no diftin&t Character from Falſhood ; that 
we have no Connate Direttions or External Helps to bring us to the knowleag of 
any thing ; injbort, that we are as much aſſur'd that Salt-Water is mad becauſe 
the Sea ebbs and flows , as that a May is Kational becauſe he apprehends and aiſ- 
courſes? This ſtupid Unbelicf was much promoted in the World by Lucian ;. awd 
how much he pleas d himſelf in his Attempt may be perceiv'a by his Hermoti- 
mus , the Cup ſuppos'd to be bft in the Temple of &ſcuiapius , and that ſlie 
Feer which we find in his Piſcator : gin. *H dpudgs N atm 4 donghc nm yea, 
5 'Arivnd iy, Am. Oy, bew fvnve of niyes* gia. Ty dg aey SUAYHY 50 Goag, 
Tix wpriv, Tiv \aepivyuony dn of MuSzivionv* Ak. Og vov worrs. + 

| can eaſily foreſee alſo that « ſmall Effet of this Diſcourſe is to be expeted 
from the Rhodomonts of this preſent Age , who having a ey themſelves to 
the ſlavery of Vice , do publickly declare themſelves free from all pretences to 
Vertue , and with no ſmall ſcors pronounce (as ſome of their Preaeceſſors did 
long ago ) mv avpggaurny nations eipzt, ff Nroooyur wraier wuhdmay , That Phe. Kan i: 
Temperance is but Folly , and Righteouſneſs a generous Ignorance ; «xd Lib, 6. 
boldly proteſt that Bonum zs Umbra quam neſcimus , quod Honeſtum ſplen- _ 
dido magis quam fo.ido nomine dicitur ; Goodneſs is a ſhadow of we 
know not what , which by a ſplendid Title , without any ſolid Reaſon, is 
call'd Honeſty. 

And becauſe they would not be condemn'd 7 the Vertuons Lives of good men, 
they would have the World believe that ſuch as endeavour the Reformation of 
Mankind, andgrve Rules of excellent Diſcipline in hope to make Men better, S. Emp. 
do only \aproiypau if <1y<my quay , x W5Eawu wary i Tammy Myr, ſpeak 
great words which are above the Power of Nature, and rather declare 
what they wiſh then what is poſſible; and that when they per ſwade others to 
put their Doftrines into Prattice, they do not tune diſorderly Nature , but put it 
upon the Rack. 

1 know wery well that whoſoever conſiaers the Degeneracy of Humane Nature, DeConftlart. 
will be compell'd to ſay with Seneca, Rem difficilem optanws huwano gener, Cp. 4. 
Innocentiam. We detire a very difficultthing for Mankind, Innocence; and 
after many Endeawvours , ſtill perceiving the potent reſiſtance which Vice makes, 
will be apt to uſe the Refle tion which Hippocrates made in the like Caſe, *An In Epitt, ai 
min wy ivgai, Theſe are but wiſhes. Tet we are aſſurd al/o that thoſe who Cratevam. 
wiſh well to others are not to be blamed, and that thanks have been given to ſuch 
4s refusd to —-_ ia hard Attempts. It is a baſe Cowardiſe to yiela to an Adver- 
ſary who may be conquer'd, though with ſome difficulty ; epectatl where Couraze 
can «ſcertain a Vidtory in part : And therefore wiſe men have as rationally contt- 
ed their Endeavours in this caſe,as Mariners do their — at the Pump of 
4 Leaking Ship ; which Seneca hath gallantly expreſs'd in theſe words; Altam ny ja 15 
excludit aquam, aliam egerit , manifelta foramina precludir, latentibus 8& z. cap, 10, 
EX Occulto ſentinamducentibus labore continuo reſiſtie; nec ideq intermittit 
quia quantum exhauſtumeſt ſubnaſcitur. Lento adjutorio opus eſt contra 
wala continua & faxcunda, non ut deſmant, ſed ne vincant, 7. e. They 
keep out the Water as well as they can , they force gut that which 
gets in, they ſtopthe Leaks which are viſible, and reſiſt the danger which 
threatens them by ſuch holds as they cannot diſcover , with a continued La- 
bour ; neither do they intermit their Pains , though the Veſſe! takes in 
water as faſt as they exhauſt it. We mult uſe agentie Induſtry again't thoſe 
Miſchiefs which ſpring up continually, not hoping to deſtroy hut to ſubdue 
them. For this Reaſon | have broke through the Diſcouragements which ariſe 


from the Power of beld Vice , and ventur'd to aeſtribe Noble Examples in _ 
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Holy Rules appear practicable , that 1 might both eng age and aſſiſt Imitation in 
all capable Souls . And I made choice of this way , knowing that we ought as 
Plato hath told us, is m Yeoy uy napmezy egorras wezrley, toatt Icoking upon 
beautiful and divine Images ſet before us. Some poſſibly will learn to deſpiſe 
a vicious courſe of Life, though it be follow'd by the degenerate part of the World, 
when they ſee how contemptible it 15 in compariſon of better FE xamples ; and ra- 
ther endeavour to contribute ſomething to the Exaltation of Humane Manners 
by their Vertue , then hope to excuſe their own Imperfett ions by citing ſuch mean 
Precedents.lt is but a flight Tuſtification of our Att tons which ts only taken from 
Vulgar Praftice; ® Þ yoernven mis dgims ot Trl, di 64 vouet, TOY NO place 
can create Vertue by common ſuffrage : but zt i the glory of men to conform 
their Lives to the Eternal Reaſons of Goodneſs, whoſe Indiſpenſable Principles 
are Connate with our Souls. 

It will be ſtrange to no wiſe man that I interpret the Divine Precepts as requi- 
ring Duties far above any thing which we pu prattic'd in moſt Nations of the 
world. An Excellent Perſon hath told us long fince , Equidem fi omittenda 
ſunt omnia tanquam inſolentia atque abſurda , quzcunque perverſi hominum 
mores fecerunt ut videri poſſint aliena, difſimulemus oportet apud Chriſtia- 
nos pleraque omnia que Chriſtus docuit ; If we muſt omit all thoſe things 
as impertinent and abſurd which the perverſe manners of men have made to 
ſeem ſtrange, we ſhould be forc'd to conceal among Chriſtians moſt of thoſe 
things which Chriſt taught. 

I hope none will take an occaſion to find fault with me by making this uncha- 
ritable Suppoſition , that I have taken the boldneſs to give Precepts of Vertae, 
defiring by that means to be eſteem'd better than others. No, no; © Sfx wo 
mes anus Thy awney kwavny I myrs. | have no contention with any in that 
point, but with my ſelf alwayes ; for I endeavour by the Aſſiltance which 1 admi- 
niſter to others to grow better than m) ſelf. Taefire alſo that none would be offex- 
ded at thoſe Objeitions which for the inſolent boldneſs with which they conty a- 
drift Truth might be ſuppos'd worthy to be conceal 'd, 1 judg'd it in fome part ne- 
eeſſary , leſt S Adverſaries of Truth ſhould ſay , if 1 had quoted only more or- 
dinary Exceptions , In oevzares nor. xgmJogwnny , 67a gaoly dviyay GoMoul- 
roy xaxpz{niavar, That we ſet up Puppets of Twigs, and having ſhot them 
down boaſt that we have conquer'd arm'd Men : 1 thought alſo that being ay- 
ſwer'd they _ gr —_ Fe | 

I ſwppoſe I need make no Excuſe for inſerting amongſt my Diſcourſes ſome 
_— known only by Dial f jllrxrk : px [ 6 les Fig lar 
pally for the ſervice of Chriſtians ; and all men do eſteem it 4 moſt abſurd thing 
not to be willing to hear Truth or receive good News becauſe it is not brought by 
an ordinary Carrier. 

Now , Courteous Reader , I commit my papers to your peruſal. I diſmiſs them 
more cheartully, becauſe of that Good Fortune which, as 1 make bold to hope , deth 
await them ;, being aſſur 'd that if any thing be written a#it ought to be, it will 
pleaſe Good Men; and that whatſoever is defettive will equally pleaſe thoſe who 
zake moſt delight in that which is worſt having indeed no other way to keep them- 
ſelves in their own favour but by finding faults in others. And as I muſt alwayes 
eftcem it a high Reward of my Endeavours , if they be accepted by the Vertuous ; 
fo I de think my ſelf worthy of wuch blame if | ſhould envy that ſmall content which 
any ſhall 8 to take jn that which , becauſe it correſponds not with their Hu- 
mour , they vote Imperfett ; eſpecially ſince I have plac'd the ſatisfation of my 


Mind concerning this Book, not in Expettation of Pres ſe , but in Aſſurance that 
what I have written is a ſervice to Vertue and Truth | 
THE 
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TOArTTae He beautiful * Irene conducting the Noble Travellers 
— :lg thc Grove, where the chearful Birds wel- 
com'd their Arrival with pleaſant Notes, in a ſhort 
time they entered into a Walk more ſpacious then 
the reſt, where fair Lyme.trees and flouriſhing Syca: 
mores ſtretching their long arms from one lide to the 
other made a moſt hoſpitable ſhade, which with the 
help of thick branches covered with broad leaves, 
kept out the offenſive heat, This Walk brought them to a Garden 
which joyned to the Houſe, which was beautiftied with many fair Plats, 
incompaſs'd with little Myrtle-hedges 3 and being adorned with excellent 
Flowers and fragrant Herbs, did recreate the Senſes and Minds of ſuch as 
came near them, with ſweet odours and lovely colours, It was grac'd 
with variety of broad Allies, bordered with Cypreſs-trees, Ar the four 
corners of the Garden were Sommer:- Pavilions of ſtructure ſufficiently 
handſom. Upon the other (ide of the Houſe was a fair Orchard planted 
' withthe beſt ſorts of Fruit-trees and many rare and uſeful Plants. The 
paſlage to it was, through a little Wilderneſs, which by many windings 
repreſenting a Labyrinth in a Wood of Laurel, Holly and Juniper, led to 
a delightſom Aviary peopl'd with the beſt voic'd Birds, The middle of it, 
was embelliſhed with an Artificial Rock, out of which Cryſtal ſtreams 
continually aſcended through little Pipes; and falling down the fides of 
the ſtore, fill'd a ſmall Seay in which the Rock ſtood, with water. Here 
the Birds took an ipfivite delight to drink and bath themſelves. Neither 
did they think themſelves Priſoners 3 for the Cage being large, hand- 
ſomly turfed, and having many Trees planted round about the fides of it, 
gavethem ſo much room to build their Nets, and fly up and down, that 
they ſeemed to enjoy a Wood in a Palace. When they came to the ou- 
termoſt Walks upon the North-fide of the Orchard, they ſaw large Fiſh- 
porids, ſome of which bred ſo plentifully that they ſtoredall the reſt ; 
and thoſe which were not Mothers prov'd good Nurſes, and did fo 
well feed the young Frie, that they ſupplied the houſe upon all occafi- 
ons with delicate and well-grown Fiſhes. They had no ſooner en- 
tred into the Garden, but they were in full view of the Houſe z which 
B though 


Denmevernte 
Beats. 

In this Book 
many brut:/h 
Opmions aud! 
jonoble Pratti- 
ces are related. 
* Peace. 


_ Am EEE 


* A divine 
Hind. 


15entivolto and Ciranta, Book V, 


— 


though it was not ſo curioutly fram'd, as to make lguitication, that he 


which built it, hoped to liven it forever; yet neither was it ſv mean!y 
contriv'd or furnith'd, but that it was fit to entertain moſt worthy perſons, 
At this time the Owners look'd upon it more pleaſiigly then ever, judging 
it now the happy Receptacle of tuch Company, as Angels would be glad 
to receive iuto their Celeſtial Manſions. 

Here the Virtuous * Theonoe entertai'd the Noble Tavellers, and ac: 
coſted them with ſuch a Grace, that it ſtruck them into no (mall Admirati- 
on of her preſence. She'did fully anſwer and ſomewhat excecd thole fair 
Proportions, by which they had drawn her Image in their minds; not 1 
much in regard of thoſe fading Luſtres which are vift9le in the Body, and 
do uſually produce a {light Love in amorous Hearts,/though ſhe had Bzau- 
ty enough to make her Body a lodging moſt agreeable to the Excellence 
Qualities of her Heavenly Soul, and it became her as properly as a hand. 
ſome Cabinet doth a moſt rich Jewel) but ſhe was chic fly wonder'd at for 
thoſe better Virtues which raiſe and fix the greateſt Eſtimations in the 
Breaſts of the moſt knowing Perſons, But, that ſome which have hcard of 
her incomparable PerfeCctions, would think them prophan'd, if auy of nv 
greater abilitics then mine are, ſhould ofter to piCture them, I would ven- 
tureat her Deſcription. However I ſuppoſe I may lawfully do it, orat 
leaſt it is but a Sin that ſhe her ſelf would pardon, that upon ſo juſt occaſi. 
on I make bold to relate what I can remember of her fingular Virtues. The 
ſhape of her Body was fo full of Symmetry, that the mult curious Limner 


. could find no faultin it. Her Eyes were beautified with a ſparkling Mode- 
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ſty. Her Countenance was a lively Pourtraiture of Grave ſweetneſs, 


Her Dreſs was ſuch as ſhew'd, that ſhe neither wanted Art to put it on de. 


cently, nor was troubled with any phantaſtical delight in Apparel. Her 
Father neglefted nothing which might ſignifie his affeRionate care of her 
Happineſs, but being ſenſible that he had receiv'd from God a Daughter of 
an Excellent Nature, he was diligent to give her Education ſutable to her 
Capacity and Birth. In this point * Theonoe had the beſt aſſiſtance in the 
World, that is, the daily Example of her moſt prudent Mother * $9ſ/andra, 
Her great Knowledg teſtified, that ſhe had improv'd all advantages to the 
utmoſt, and was a clear proof that the Capacity of the Female Sex, is not 
ſo inferiour to ours as ſome Men do ignorantly believe. Her Fancy was 
quick, her Memory faithful, her judgment ſolid, She underſtood many 
Languages, and could ſpeak ſome veryexattly, Her Diſcourſe was com- 
pos'd of diſcreet Wit, and raisd Admiration in all that convers'd with her: 
for ſhe delivered well-fitted words and excellent ſenſe with ſuch tunable 
Accents, that thoſe which heard her, thought ſhe ſpoke like 1Zemmnor's Sta» 
tue, when it was ſtruck with the Sun-beams. Her Converſation was Inge- 
nious, and alwayes expreſs'd ſuch a modeſt Confidence as accompanieth 
Innocence,when it is lodg d in a generous Soul, Her Temper was ſomthing 
reſerv'd, but void of all Moroſity, Her Deportment prudent, and wanted 
nothing which is requiſite to make up a graceful Carriage.She us'd no Aﬀe- 
Ctedneſs in her Speeches, Looks or Actions. Humility pleas'd it ſelf to dwell 
io ſuch a Noble Spirit, which ſet off its worth with all poſſible Advantage.She 
had ſo much Diſcretion and Fidelity,that the moſt Excellent Perſons in the 
World deſired her Friendſhip. She did fo truly love Charity,and exprefs'd 
her regard of thoſe which needed it,with ſuch an univerſal carezthat there 
were none of her poor Neighbours which pray'd more heartily for them- 
ſelves then for her. She was known to be ſuch a paſſionate Votary to Cha- 


ſtity,that none durſt ſpeak rudely in her preſence, She was a true Lover of 
| God 
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God,& devoted her beſt AﬀeCtions to him & to his ſervice, ever eſteem- 
ing it as a great folly to pretend Love to amiablePerſonsor worthy Things, 
and to {light God, the greateſt Good and Firſt Fair, by whom all other 
things were made lovely. Her Religion was not made of Talk,or fram'd of 
a tew external addreſſes; by which mavy make their Devotionary part, 
like the reſt of their Life,a Complement:bur it conliſted in a great Knows 
ledg and much Love of the Divine Nature,and in a conſtant Refignation 
of her Will and Actions to all holy Commands as indiſputable Laws. Ha- 
ving ſpent a good part of her Life according to this infallible Method,at 
laſt ſhe grew accompliſh'd with all thoſe Virtuous Habits,and was bl<ſs'd 
with thoſe ſerene Tranquilities, which fix themſelves in thoſe Ingenuous 
Souls,where true Knowledg is ſincerely obey'd. 

This is a rude draught of * Theonve's PerteQtions; and though I have + 4 4;vine 
not been able to paint her to the life, yet it doth ſo far reſemble her, that 4*-- 
by it you may know the Qualities of * Irene : for they were not more Si- * Peace. 
ſtersin Nature, then they were alike io all virtuous Accompliſhments. Ia: 
deed they were two lively Refletions of one Divine Beauty parted be- 
tween them,and ſhined with no more different Rayes then the Sun would 
ſend down, if it were cut in two pleces. 

Some polſlibly which may chance to read this Story,will be apt tothiok 
that I have ſaid too much in their Commendation : but there is none 
which ever ſaw them and was in their company, but will either be avgry 
or ſorry for the imbecillity of my Wit, finding the Emcominms which I 
have beſtow'd upon them, to fall ſo exceedingly ſhort of their tranſcen- 
dent Worth. I have the rather committed this ſhort Delineationto writing, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe that other ſorts of Painting are only able to expreſs but 
one half of Beauty, and that the far worſe part ; and becauſe [ thiok the 
two Siſters ia this repreſentation, are ſo far beyond ordinary Exemplars, 
that many Ladies would thiok themſelves very handſom if they were like 
them; and of this I am ſure, that in all placesit is not eaſie to meet with 
| ſuch asare equally madeup. I know it is no hard matter to find many 
which are grac'd with an elegant form of Body, pleaſing features of the 
Face, an amiable ſweetneſs of quick Eyes, Heads cover'd with fair Hair, 
ſmooth Hands parted into delicate Fingers ending in a round littleneſs ; 
and in ſhore,adorn'd with proportions of Bodily parts ſo exatly meaſur'd, 
and lively colours ſo well plac'd, that they might fit to Painters as Origi- 
nal Copies of rare Pieces of Humane Form, and yet many of theſe Beau» 
ties are ſo deform'd with evil Diſpoſitions and diſhonourable Attions, 
that the excellency of their bodily Compoſitionsis ſpvil'd by an ill-agree: 

Ing connexion with a vicious Soul. For which they have been not unfftly 
compar'd to the Ancient Temples of Zgypt,which are fair outwardly,be- 
vg large Structures built with choice Stones; but if you look'd inward, 
inſtead of a God you ſhould only ſee an Ape, a Crocodile, or a Serpent. 
And yet how fondly do ſome dote upon theſe empty ſhows, eſteeming a 
well colour'd Skin or handſome Geſture above Excellency of Manners, 
Modeſty 8 Chaſticy,& thoſe other Virtues which conſtitute a great Soul? 
I call it Dotage, for the folly is no leſs ridiculous then if they ſhould be 
enamour'd with their fine cloths,or prefer the faſhion of their new Appa- 
re] before the comely ſhape of their Bodies,But I muſt returnro my Story. 
Among(t thoſe manyDiverſions which theTravellers enjoy'd inthe con. 
verſation of theſeNobleSiſters,l muſt not forget one which they eſteem'd as 
bove all the reſt:It was aSommer-houſe which*Theander had built near the + 4 1;vine 
Head ofa pleaſant Spring, which ruggiog under it madethe lower __ Man, 
B 2 coo 
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cool Grotta's,& was adorn'd by a veighbouring Grave which grew hard 
by it. As ſoon as they were told that Theander made this the Receptacle of 
his retired Life,they were affeCted with a fiogular pleaſurezfor we are apt 
to be moy'd, I know not how,with the very places where we find particu- 
lar remembrances of thoſe brave Souls, whoſe Virtues we have admired;8c 
ſeem to ſee thoſe great men, whentheHouſes where they dwelt,the Rooms 
in which they diſcours'd,&the Tables where they ſate,are before our eyes. | 
Here Theander was conſtantly to be found,not (Jeeping away his Time, or 
waſting it idly with vain pleaſures, as the ſoft Gallants of Rozve trifled a- | 
way their Lives in the Gardens of Tarquin:no,Theander and many Virtuo- | 
ſo's which daily frequented his Houfe,convers'd in theſe Privacies, as the 
Great Tuly did with Atticus, Cotta and Balbws, and the reſt of his learn'd 
Companions, when they walk'd under the Marian Oak at Arpinumn,or fate 
io cool ſhades upon the Banks of Fibrewns, Having here ſequeſtred them- 
ſelves from the Tumults of the lower World and the avocations of vulgar 
Converſation, they enjoy 'd a freedom from the troubles of impertinent 
Company,rejoyc'd in a calm fruition of noble Studies,and recreated them: 
ſelves with a moſt profitzbleDiverſion from ſuch laborious employments, 
as ſome men by reaſon of their condition of Life,are neceſſitated to under. 
go, Hither they retir'd to modeſt Pleaſures,and ſweetned Labour with 
Iogenuous Recreation, Here Thearder,when he was alone, improv'd his 
Mind in the Knowledg of things by deep Meditation 3 not only reading 
ſuch Books as were worthy to have been written : but ſometimes writiog 
ſuch as were not unworthy to be read;defigning his endeavours not only 
to his own entertainment, but to acccompliſh his Soul with ſuck abilities as 
might make him more ſerviceable to the common good of mankind. When 
his Friends came to him, he made them contribute their Afliſtances, whilſt 
they employ'd themſelves joyntly, ſometimes in the Contemplation of the 
Heavens, to obſerve the ſeveral motions of the Planets, and by the help | 
of Teleſcopes to take notice of their various Appearances, aud ſometimes 
in examination of Minerals 3 for which purpoſe they had a Room well 
appointed with Furnaces and Diftillatories : otherwhilcs they enquired 
Into the Myſteries of ſenſitive Nature, the Reaſons of Growth, and the 
Engines of Automatous motion, which may be underſtood by Anatomy. | 
Some fele& places of the Garden, were furniſh'd with large Bee-hives 
made of Glaſs 3 and through thoſe Windows they peep'd into the ex- 
quiſite methods of thoſe bulie Artiſts, which contain ſuch great Skill in a 

little Compals, | 
* 4 divine In the Grove * Theander had built a Chappel,which in my mind was a 
Man, Deſign full of prudence;He,without doubt,haviog found in himſelf upon 
his Arrival in this ſolemn place a great alteration of Temper,that is,a more 
Faiſed diſpoſition for devout thoughts,took the advantage of his Experi- 
ence, & dedicated the place to holy Services, hoping charitably that thoſe 
good people which came to it through thoſe ſhady Walks, would be encoun: 
tred with thoſe heavenly affeions which he had felt io himſelf; Who hath 
not obſery'd that the ſoft murmurs of a Fountain, the ſight ofthat green | 
Moſs which naturally adornsthe Banks,'the gentleblaſts ofcool Air which 
are whiſpered through the Trees, & the native horrour ofa thickGrove,do 
compoſe the Mind to more then ordinary thoughts, & raiſe great paſſions 
1n the Soul? Upon our firſt entrance into an ancient Temple,arched with a 
lofty Roof, whoſe awful ſolemnity is heightned with an holy Silence, or 
when we deſcend into a ſpacious Cave,whoſe hollowneſs not wrought by 
Art ſeemsto be a naturalVault overſpread with the Canopy of an hangiog 
Mountain 
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Mountain,do we not feel our ſelves ſtruck with a ſ:cred dread,and made 

apt to entertain more ſoft afteCtions; 2s :t the Walls we fee,or theGround 

on which we tread,were animated with ſome particular Gerizs which be- 

ſtowed upon us this change of Diſpointion, either as an aſſurance of Wel- 

come,or elſe as a nctice of its own great Preſence?For this reaſon we mult 

needs ſuppoſe,that the knowing Poets frequented the h2ads of Fountains, 

& meditated in ſilent Woods, not only as Receſies from noiſe,but as thote 

delightful Manſions where they were ture to fiad the Muſes alwayes at 

home,never fail to receive their wonted loſpirations. The Heatheniſh Ido- 

laters had ſo much prudence in the courſe which they took for the ſuppor- 

ting of Erroneous Worſhip,as to joyn a Grove to every Templezfor whilſt 

the People, apt to admire whatſoever is ſtrange, thought ſome inviſible 

Power muſt needs inhabit ſuch Solemn Places,their Devotion received 2 

natural nouriſhment from their Eyes : Of theſe effects their Idolatrous 

Guides could eaſily make application to what Obje@ they pleaſed, the 

Worſhippers being extremely ignorant. But Theand'r,who knew how to 

make uſe of every thing, had virtuouſly improv'd theſe natural advanta- 

pes both for himſelfand his Neighbours,who were willing to be relieved 

from the oppreſlive load of Secular life;& knowing that they muſt needs 

loſe God where they cannot find themſelves, would earneſtly long to re- 

tire frequently to this pious Solitude, where they were reſtored to the 

uſe of their own better Powers ; and taſting there the freſh delights of 

the Divine Preſence, would be unwilling to deſcend from this holy 

Mount into thoſe lower Grounds where earthly Vapours alwayes riſe, 

and uſually ſtifle and choke the delicate ſenſe of the Soul, When [ 

thiok of * Theander, (and I often thivk of him) I cannot but wiſh to be + , 1,97 rev: 

in ſome ſuch place, TE ſon, | 
The Noble Travellers viſited this Chappel every day,and ſpent a great 

part of their time herein the Grove and the Garden- houſe; which, beſide 

the other Conveniences forementioned, was accommodated with a flat 

Roof, which being covered with Lead and incompaſs'd with Balliſters 

gave'em leave to walk where they evjoy'd thePleaſure of two fair Pro- 

{pets Upon one ſide they had a view of the Higher * Theoprepia,ſhewiog + ,,, ;.... 

at a good diſtance like a pleaſant Landskip. In the way to it they beheld 5rare atove. | 

the whole valley of * Elpi/cale, and at the further end of the Dale the fair | 4 £9 Hoe 

Haven ® Kalolimen, and the famous River © Lampromela, which parts the - —_ bricks 

two T heoprepia's. At Kalolimen an old Ferriman call'd « Euthanatas, by p»tly dark. 

order of the Prince of Theoprepia, gives conſtant attendance to tranſport "ROO 

all Paſſ-ngers which come through © Bioſcalus over the River Lamprome- « ,,,q1;., 

la. I have not yet receiv'd a perfe& notice of the particulars which 

make up this Excellent Landskip, and therefore I muſt crave your Par: 

don, good Reader, that I paſs it by with ſuch a ſhort Narrative. 

From the other fide of this Roofthey look'd into that part of * Theriagene * pyency are 
where ſtood the great City 8 Plutocopia. This was removed from * Thean me 
der'sleat to ſuch a diſtance,that it was not diſcernable without the help of g ONE 
a ProſpeCtive-glaſs. Bentivolio perceiving it to be very large,deſired i Theo: Kh. 
noe to givethem aDeſcription of it, & to inform them concerning the Cu- A gg 
ſtomsof thePeople.[ (hal the more williogly obey your Command,anſwer'd i 4 4-ine 
Theonoe, having receiv'd [otelligence concerning it from a kinſman of mine 4" 
who came to viſit usnot long fince,being juſt then return'd fromPlutocopia, 
whither he had travell'd to acquain: himſelf with their manner of Lite. It t per 4aticn 
was call'd Plutocopia by *Taraxion, the Son of ' Mateogenes, who built it, |4* #194 
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ple the Plutocopians do but too much imitate. It 1s ſituate upon an 1tbrrus 
or narrow Bridg of Earth lying between two valt Seas, which do continus 
ally beat upon it, and every day waſh away ſome part of the Land with 
their impetuous waves, There is nothing very remarkable in this City but 
an unſpeakable Induſtry which they beſtow only to get Riches. TheirCoin 
hath no Image uponit,but is only ioſcrib'd with two words, * Chryſws be» 
iop ſtamp'd upon one fide of it, & * Tapazta upon the other. The Device is 
not improper, becauſe it doth ſignificantly expreſs the vaſt apprehenſions 
which they have of Wealth. They underſtand no other Happineſs but that 
which they can meaſure,as Hannibal did the Romans Rings, by the Buſhel. 
They beſtow upon themſelves for Recreation ſome of the moſt feculent 
{ort of Pleeſures,for they vouchſafe to be drunk ſometimes at a glutronous 
Feaſt, A virtuous perſon is reckon'd among them by the number of Ser- 
vants which he keeps, the Acres of Land which he poſleſſeth, or the Ships 
which belopg to him.Charity is eſteem'd a capital Foolery: Humility and 
Modeſty are confined to the houſes of the Poor, The Inhabitants are all,ei- 
ther unjuſt themſelves,or Oppreſlors Heirs. lngenuous Arts have no place 
amongſt them. They thiok themſelves incomparably learned, ifthey un- 
derſtand the Tongues of Trade, and have ſome little skill in Courtſhip. 
They never tafted any Liberty of Soul, 8 are at laſt ſo extreamly in love 
with their habitual Slavery,that they will neither open their eyesto look 
upon Truth, oor hearken to thoſe which offer to ſhew them their Errrors. 
They take it as the greateſt incivility in the world for any to attempt the 
change of their Opinions. The truth is, having bottom'd theDefigos of their 
Life and their expeRations of Felicity upon Erroneous thoughts, wiſe 
Counſel would but diſturb their Peace.Some which have calculated their 
Latitude,report that they are fituate in a Climate which lies many degrees 
without the Tropick of Virtue. The Youth being never acquainted with 
any other methods of Education, but to learn how to get and keepMoney, 
do uſually ſo improve themſelves in that Art, that they are able to cheat 
their Fathers:and in a ſhort time they do ſo exceed the bounds of Cove: 
tous deſires which were ſet to them, that they will frequently complain 
that their over-grown Parents do not dic ſoon enough. ln point of Marri- 
age they are contrary to the Geniws of other Lovers,for in * Platocopia no 
young Virgina bath ſo many Suitors as a rich 01d Woman with three Teeth. 
Thoſe which are beautified with a good Forune,efpecially if they be not 
likely to live long, though they be really very ill-favour'd, are there e- 
ſteem'd more handſome then an Exquiſite piece done by Titian or YVan- 
Dyke.They are very uncivil to Strangers, hoping by this means that they 
ſhall be freed from the chargeable trouble of entertaining ſuch as come 
from other places. They are iofioitely ſuſpitious of their Neighbors,& up- 
on {mal occaſions magnified by Jealouſie and falſe Reports, will fall upon 
one another, after ſuch a cruel manner,that one would think a Civil War 
had happen'd amongſt a ſwarm of Waſps. They are perpetually Litigious, 
and drag thoſe to the Law whom they have injur'd,It is no wondex,for it 
is their principal to believe that they ought to hate another for ever,after 
they have once done him a Diſcourteſie. They are ſo exceediogly ingrate- 
ful,that thoſe few (and they are but few) which do good to others, are 
ſo far from hoping for a thankful requital, that they fear a miſchief from 


' none more then thoſe whom they have reliev'd, They are alwayes 


goaw'd with Envy, repining at that which they call the Happineſs of 0- 
thers ; which is great Houſes, Beneficial Offices, Much Plate, Brave Fur- 
niture, Rich Coaches, Bigh Diet, Gallant Clothes and Large Gardens. 

They 
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They commonly m3ke lo much haſt to be Rich, that by a too-eager Proſe- 
cution of their crols Dcf1gns they hinder not only others, but themſelves; 


.like pzople i1 aThropg, who thruſting each other forward with an indifcree: 


haſt to g*t out at ſome Door,do wedg up the pailige. They count ita great 
Abil.y to cheat one another; and this Art is practic'! among them ſo gene- 


rally, that fume have reſembled * P/utocopia to a field inthe time of a great * 7he City of 
Plague, where you cab ſee nothing but Crows and Carkajlcs, They have &» !9 Rich, 


{0 corrupted the Offices of Friendthip, that the Stagyrite would be forc't to 
burn out two or three of Dzogenes his Candles, betore he ſhould find any 
there, which would fit his Definition, They love their Friends as they do 
their Lands, and deſpiſe all Friendſhip but that which they can put to uſe. 
They areſo far from practicing any generous notions of Love, that they ac- 
count them ridiculous perſons that ſpeak of 'em. Yet they are ſo vex'd with 
the eftets of Uuworthineſs and Falthood when they teel them, that in a 
great diſcontent they will withthere were ſome infallible Mark ſet upon 
Hypocrites, or that a Window were made into mens Boſoms; not mind- 
ing what ſport they themſelves would make if their wiſhes were accom- 
liſh d. 
: Ifit were not too tedious to relate the Story,l would acquaint you with 


a Trick which was lately put upon them by one = Alopex. He and two of « 14; 


his Companions arrivivg in an Inn, (tay d there two or three dayes, where 
they made-an agreement that they ſhould ſalute A/pex as their Lord in all 
companies, and haviog put him into Mourning Apparel, pretend that the 


cauſe of his coming to ® Plxtecopia was the Death of a moſt hopeful Son, his * 7% City of 


only Child, whom he had lately buried in « Po/35itheriow,which was the chief 
City of * Theriagene,which was far diſtant, being parted by a great Sea from 


P/utocopia ; and that therefore the moſt diſconſolate Gentleman had lete his DR 
City, l<{t the company of his Son's Friends or the tight of his Grave,ſhould R_ 


keep his ſorrows alive; and that as an addition to his Grief he had ſuffered 
ſhipwrack, by which he loſt Ten thouſand pounds, which he brought with 
him to buy ſome convenient ſeat, and to diſcharge the Expences of his a» 
bode\till he could diſpoſe of his Eſtate,which was very great both in Lands 
and Goods,in his own Country; and that he had reſolv'd to ſpend the reſt 
of his Life in Plutocopia, where his Loſs did not ſo much trouble him, as that 
being deſtitute of his Attendants he ſhould not be acknowledged accor- 
ding to his Dignity. He Cough'd frequently,as being ina Conſumption, and 
drank often of a little Glaſs,which he call'd for with ſuch a low voice, as if 
he were ready to faint for want of Spirits; he talk'd alwayes of his Lands, 
Houſes and Money ; made his Will every day, in which he imploy'd the 
moſt noted Scrivener in the City,unto whom he beſtow'd great Legacies. 


His name was * Klerotheron, a man famous for great kill in his Profeſſion, + ov that 


He us'd to lend money to young Heirs,and having got a Mortgage for the 
Principal,did not long after purchaſe the Fee with the [ntereſt, It was his 
manner when he was entertain'd in a Suitzto promiſe his Client Juſtily;zbut 
being compell'd ſometimes to take a bribe from the adverſe party, he fre- 
quently found himſelf ſo equally pois'd, that he ſtood like Buridas's Ale, 
hungry between two ſorts of meat which pleas'd him alike, and knew not 


which cauſe to proſecute firſt, This man * Alopex thought a very fit in * 4 Fex; 


{trument to promote his deſign, The firſt uſe which he made of him was to 
hire him a brave Houſe near the River,which he did ; and in a ſhort time by 
his means he inveigled many covetous Citizens into his Aquaintance, who, 
in hopes to be made his Heirs,feaſted him magnificently,turniſh'd him with 
Monies,ſeat him rich Preſents,and ſo carefully perform'd whatſoever they 

thought 


| 
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thought acceptable to him,that Alopex began to think his lies true,and was 
willing to torget the reality of his Condition ; till one of his mock-ſervants 
having bethought himſelf of the inſecurity of Falſhood, and knowing what 
they ſhould be torc'd to ſuffer it they were diſcover'd, ask d Alepex after he 
b Oxe that had return'd half drunk from a Feaſt, What would become of us, it * Kle- 
hunts for ther og heron, who pretends ſo much kindneſs tous, fhould lend a fpie to © Po- 
60 apeghl lifthereon to know the certainty of our Reports ? Then replied A/opex,like 
« The City of a man awaken'd out of a pleaſant dream with a loud Thunder-clap, we 
_— ſhould be furc'd to pay tor our good chear. I thiok it is high time, ſaid his 
other Companion, to free our ſelves from the danger of Dithmulation by a 
real Eſcape ; for having finn'd fo egregioully, we thill alwayes expect the 
Puniſhment which we have deſerv'd. But what courle ſhall we take? |! 
thipk I can reſolve you,replicd his Fellow-ſervant, 1 underſtood yelter- 
day there is a Bark in the Port, which though it bears other colours, be- 
%owe that lives Jongs to © Amphibiws,which is an l{land not belonging to the Juriſdiction of 
parity ont9e, Theriagene : The Maſter'sname is © Pirates, I will iogage him with a good 
and ;partly in - , . . . . 
the Water, ſum of Money to take us in, The Wind being fair, they will be ready 
.* 4 Pirate. tg ſet ſail, for they have diſpos'd of their Fraight, To morrow, faid he, 
turning to his Maſter,you ſhall teigo your ſelf very fick,and ſend for Klero: 
theron,and let him know that you defire toremove your ſelf to his Country- 
Houſe, which lies near the Sea about three Leagues from the City, being 
willing to die there privately, that you may not be troubled with Sollict- 
tors:withall give * Klerotheron your laſt Will, which you may make to pight, 
ſeeks for ther 404 appoint him the ſole Heir of your Eſtatezentreat him to go along with 
corned you without giving any notice of your Deſign, and when we have him 
abroad, leave the reſt to me. They approv'd this Plot, and put it in 
Execution the next Morning whilſt it was dark. When they were gone 
* AFos> off a little from Land * Alopex would needs be very lick, and de- 
fired Klerotberon to keep him company in his Cabbin, pretending 
that he doubted very much that he ſhould never live to ſee his Houſe, 
Klerotheron comforted him, and endeavour'd to make him believe os 
therwiſe, Alopex entertaining Klerothero® ſometimes with pretences 
of inclivation to Vomit, ſometimes inveighiog againſt the uomercitul- 
neſs of the Sea, ſametimes feigning a fleep, and when he awaked 
giving order concerning the manner of his Burial, amus'd him with vari- 
ous diverſions till they were above four Leagues at Sea, Klerotheron, ſup: 
pofing that they might very well have come to his houſe in leſs time, call'd 
to the Pilot, for Alopex would not let him ſtir out of his Cabbio, and cold 
him he was afraid that they ſteer'd a wrong courſe. The Pilot pretending 
to be very angry.replied, that he was too 01d to be directed by him, Klero- 
theron being ſo ſnibb'd, was compell'd to a little more Patience : but at laſt 
ſuſpeting ſome misfortune, ruſh'd out and went upon the Decks; and per- 
* he Ifland of CEiving that they were alwoſt arriv'd at the Iſland * Moroneſws, cryed out 
Fools, very aiſcontentedly, Sirs, what do you mean? To land you at your houſe 
there, anſwer'd A/opex his ſervants, That is not my houſe, ſaid Klerothe- - 
r0z; you have over-ſlipt it a League. They replied, Whether this be 
your houſe or no, we know not, but we are ſure that you muſt land here, 
Whilſt they were talking, Alopex appear'd, not making any great ſhow of 
ſickneſs now; at which Klerotheron wonder'd: but much more when Alopex 
began to adviſe him with a grave voice not tro diſobey the young men, leſt 
they ſhould throw him over-board. Klerotheron not knowing whether that 
was any great miſchief, conſidering his preſent condition, ſtood muſing 


* 4Fos, What to ſay, till * Alopex having aſſured that all his Lands and Eſtate (ex- 
cept 
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cept what he had brurcoweyd 12 Pater) were wa © Aloromejusyvis men. * Uhe City ” 
to prevent all further Ditputationlet Gown * Kleretheron by a [OPC INTO A Ye Mens 
boat which they had cati vu tum tne ShOregMaking what {41} they could, 7. 7 
as Alopex theught, tur Azptilius ; but * Pirates veing the more cunning OPREIN 
Fox of the two, aud loathto loſe bis Prey alter teh: put it into pol = #ace: BT 
Ietiion, having develted Alop-x and his ferveints of ail the {(potjs which 4 P* * 
they had gotten in Plutocojia, aid following the cxampie which he had 
but juſt then ſcen, beſtow d upvn th: ma littic old Bisket and mouldy 
Cheele, and left ther upon a D-ſart If1ind call'd © Leftocharis ra 

Here © Theonoce m:de a pau e,and begging pardon for the length of her a 
jocular {tory,they granted it, with laughing at the juſt Fate of Kerothe. p- wah 
r0n,& the retaliation of his ſufferings upon Alopex.After they had pleas'd ****" 
themſelves a while and were now lilent, * Irexe told them that, it their * pex:e. 
patience v.ould bear it, ſhe ſhouid acquaint ther with another Accident 
which happen d aſter the former, in the ſame place, as ſhe underitood 
from the ſame Gentleman, who tor a diverſion related it to them one 
night atter ſupper, and at her Requeſt gaveit to her ia writing. It began 
thus . 

The P/#tocopians worſhip a God called (HYochryſus, whom they have ial Geet. 
honoured with the ſolemn Celebration of a publick Feaſt twice every 
year,and with a Golden $:atue ſet ina moſt conſpicuous place in the mid(t 
of their City. lt was made by * Exdemon, elteem'd by them as the beſt * 4,094 G.. 
Artiſt in the World, At the delire of the P/atocopians he had ſhown his _— _ 
utmoſt Skill in the contriviog of a Noble Defigna todo honour to their Rich x s 
God.lIt was fram'd, as far as 1 can remember, alter this manner. Eudemon 91» as they 
erected a Magnificent Arch ; io the middle of the South-Front towards ***** 
the top he put the Image of Holochryſus (itting in a throne made of Silver, 
which ſtood upon a high Rock, and ſeem'd to be divided from the lower 
ground by Precipies, naturally abrupt,but made of more difficult Aſcent 
with (tupendious extuberancies of Ice and Snow,iofomuch that it was al- 
molt inacceſſible,elpecially toward the top. Notwithſtanding that, one 
: Ponus did encouraged ſuch as climb'd,and help'd them with his hand » £a#ozr. 
over ſome difficult places ; yet the Paſſages were ſo dangerous flippery, 
that thoſe which aſcended with the molt bold Confidence, did uſually 
fall down and break their Necks, Thoſe which eſcaped the danger of 
this rough way,came to a ſmall Plat of plainer ground,where they ſeem'd 
to (tarid aſtoniſh'd, their eyes being dazled with the glory of the I!luſtri- 
ous Imge. A beautiful Virgin in a gliſtering Habit call'd » P/endelpis, was Þ Fae Hope. 
plac'd on the right (ide of © Holochryſus, and becken'd to them to come * 4! Gol. 
nearer the God, where ſeveral Worſhippers upon their knees before the 
T brone, received from the Hands of Holochryſus chains of Gold and Jew- 
els. They ſaid that Exdemon upon the North- part of the Arch had drawn 
the Figure of © Apateon,who taking the Advantage of a Precipice as they * 4 Deceiv-r. 
return'd upon the back-lide of the Rock, (for they were not permitted 
to go down the ſame way which they came, becauſe of the Multi-udes 
which were (till climbing up) robb'd moſt of the Votaries of thoſe rich 
Gifts which they had recezved, and afterwards threw them head-long 
trom the Rock : and if any chanc'd to eſcape this Death, they were met 
and jeer'd by a ſcoruful Virgin cali'd © Hybris. Moſt of them were ſo vext © Contume';, 
2t their diſappointment, that when they came at the bottom of the Hill, 
they were repreſented as entreating an old Woman call'd * Angeronz to « G,;;. 
{irangle them.But theſe Figures are not now to be ſcen, becaule * Chre. * 49:57 of 
matophilus,a Citizen of great Note in Plutocopia, had procur'd them to be 
obliterated as being a dithonourable Appendage to that Divine Image. 
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d coverout- Before this Arch upon a rifing ground ſtood an Altar,at which b Pleonees 
_ the High Prieſt gave attendance; and,according to their Cuſtom, after 
ſome Sacrifices,he recited a Panegyrick made in the praiſe of Holochryſus, 
wiom he extoll'd as the Patron of their City, the ProteQtour ui heir 
Happineſs, the Founder of their Digoities, the Fountain of their Joyes, 
and in ſhort,acknowledg'd him to be the Beginning and End of all their 
Deſigns. The Plutocopians applauded hisOrations with an Univerſal Hum, 
ſome having heard what he ſaid, and others imitating their Nzighbours, 
After this they entertain'd themſelves with Muſick, Dances, and other 
ſports correſpondent to their Feſtival ſolemnity. 
: Dried Car- Whilſt they were io the midſt of their Jollity, * Skeletion, a grave 
"_ Philoſopherzhis Habit reſembling thoſe which of old were called Cynicks, 
of a {low pace, and looks ſomewhat caſt down, being newly arrived in 
the City, went to ſee the manner of this great Aſſembly. He took the firſt 
convenient place which he could find,ſfate down,and fel] a weeping. The 
more inconſiderate of thoſe which were next him, took his impertinent 
Tears as an affront to their common Joyes. Others which pretended to 
a little skill in Hiſtory, thought that Heracliz#s having taken upon him 
the Form of Diogenes, was riſen from the Dead. Whilſt he continued 
weeping they began to leave offtheir Mirth, the Multitude flocking a- 
bout him, as boyes uſe to do about a Stranger. Their Curiolity was the 
greater, becauſe they ſaw a great Glaſs io his hand which had ſuch a 
ſtravge Power, that it made moſt of thoſe which look' d upon itto ſhed 
» 2% Image of (Ears. He call'd his Glaſs b Zconecron. It was made in around Figure by 
the Dvad. one<Cranion, his Brother, who had form'd a Deaths-head fo artificially 
<3 Shall upon it, that thoſe which ſaw it, diſcerning nothing but a rotten Skull 
without Hair or Skin, a few Teeth all uncover, inſtead of Eyes empty 
holes, and no Noſe,were amaz'd, being ready to thiok, that ſince their 
Image was thus transform'd, they had been dead a great whileor if they. 
were at preſent alive, yet they fell a crying to perceive what within a 
little ſpace of time they muſt of neceſlity be. Skeletion ſaid nothing,only 
wept with them; and being unwilling to be troubleſome at this time, he 
retired to his Inne. This accident was like a ſhowr of Rain to Country- 
people at a Fair, and forc'd ſo many of the Company to withdraw,that it 
both put an unacceptable Period to the pleaſure of their Feaſt,and made 
'em forget what they had enjoy d ; for when they were gone home, they 
talk'd of nothing now but Skeletion and his Glals, 
*rhe Covetows A ﬀew dayes after this, the * Plutocopians had a Great Mart, which 
Rich. they kept every Moneth upon a large Key adjoyning to a muddy River 
» Bitter ſweet. Call'd * Glycipicron , which ran through their City 3 where whilſt they 
Poo of a ples- were ivfinitely bulie in ſelling and buying of Trifles, * Ewphranor the 
© One wis SON of © Morogelon,a Jolly Fellow, never out of Humour, moderately fac 
laughs ar the and of a lively complexion, famous for his merry Temper,for he us'd to 
_ the laugh atall theWorld, having heard of the incomparable Vanity of 
4 The Coverour the * Plutocopians,came to the Town1n hope to make himſelf ſome ſport. 
_ He was not deceiv'd of his ExpeCtation, for he had no ſooner got upon 
a high place whence he obſerv'd the People,and their Aﬀtions, but he 
had like to have kill'd himſelf with laughing. The Plutocepian: ſtaring 
upon him, not without ſome Indignation, ask'd him what he laugh'd ar. 
At you, replied Exphranor, who make ſuch a ſilly Queſtion : when every 
thiog which I ſee is ridiculous, do you demand what I laugh at? He 
continued his Mirth fo long, and laugh'd ſo heartily and loud, that they 
began to be afraid of him, and ſuſpeed that he was Mad. For ſeveral 
dayes he made it his Recreation to walk up aud down the ſtreets , 
and 
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and toderide the Follies of the Plutocopians, which he ſaw expreſs'din 

a thouſand ridiculous Varictiesz whilſt the pepfive * Skeletion, whoſe * 4 4ricd 
eyes were Fountains of pity, deplor'd , as he thought it his charitable —_ 
duty, their Uohappinefſs, The P.utocopians fufficiently diſturb'd by Ske- 

l:tion, were yet more vext upon the Arrival of Exphrazor, upon whom 

they could look no more plealiogly , then as upona ſecond Meſſenger 

which comes to confirm bad news. They thought Plutoco;ia ſtood before 

theſe men of ſuch contrary Tempers, like thoſe Pictures, which beiog 

look'd upon divers wayes, repreſent different Figures;lhewing a Baboon 

to one Spectatour, and at the ſame time a Beggar to another, Aﬀer a 

little time the Plutocopians began to be extreme angry, ſecing themſelyes 

both pitied by one as miſerable Wretches, and laugh'd at by another as 

Fools; and complain'd of the injuries which they ſufferedyto their chief 
Magiſtrate, by name * Bathypogon.He having conlulted with ſome of the *9*: who hack 
graver Senators, determin'd that they were both out of their Wits, and ** #4: 
made an Order that * Archibins and * Thurepaneits, the two principal = Author 
Phyſicians of the City, ſhould viſit 'em and endeavour their Cure. Not © o wie con 
thit © Bathypogon was much moved with any charitable reſentment of #»r any do. 
their condition, but to free the Citizens from trouble, The two Strangers "nG 
lay both in one Inne, where when the Phyſitians were come, they defired 

the Maſter of the Houſe to acquaint 4 Skeletion and © Exphranor who * 4 dried Car. 
they were, andto let them know, they having heard thoſe two Gentle- ©; of 
men to be Strangers in P/utocopia, had preſum'd fo far as to give them the piraſant #u- 
trouble of a Viſit.By good chance they were both together,for Euphranor #% 

had gone that morning to Skeletion's chamber on purpoſe to laugh at the 

Weeper; for among other things which made him ſport, he thought Skes 

letion very worthy to be laugh't at; who ſeeing the world miſerable by 

reaſon of their affeted Folly, would needs cry for that which could not 

be altered, and affiit himſelf becauſe many were in miſery when as by 

that means he added one uphappy Fool totheir wretched number, Ex+ 

phranor went forth, and ſecing the Phyſicians in the next Room, accoſted 

them chearfully, thank'd them for their Civility, defired them to come 

ioto Skeletion's Chamber and fit down. Skeletion took no notice ofthem, 

but ſignified much grief of Mind by Silence and a dejeted Counte- 

nance, Archibizs and his companion having ſaluted their Patients; after 

a little diſcourſe Archibins defired to know the reaſon of Skeletion's ſor: 

row. I weep, ſaid Skeletion , to think how many Men and Women you 

have kill'd. At this Exphranor was taken with anew fit of Laughter. 
1hurepane@a asking him the Reaſonof his Mirth, Expbrazor told him,he 

cvuld nut chuſe but laugh to conſider how willingly people paid great 

Fees for that Death which was beſtow'd upon them, and tothiok how 

little you car'd for what Skeletion ſaid,it being all one to you whether you 

kill or cure, ſo you be pai'd for it.Threpane@a being of a proud temper, 

was very much troubled to be ſo abus'd where he went without expea- 

tion of a reward. Archibizs was not mooved, knowing it is an Indecorum 

for a Phyſician to be angry at his Patients, eſpecially when their diſcaſe 

is in their Brainszand contiouiog his Diſcourſe with * Skeletion,attempted ,g,,, _.. 
by divers Queſtions to find out the cauſe of Skeletion's Malady. But c2ſ:. 
Skeletion took him off, ſayiog, that though the World were not in other 

rc{peRts barren of occaſionsof Sorrow, yet he ſhould not ceaſe Weeping 

whilſt he ſaw it abus'd by ſo many bold AMedicuccio's, who being ſtran- 

gers to the Principles of true Philoſophy, utterly ignorant of the Myſte- 

rious conſtiturion of Humane Bodies, uoskilful in Anatomy except what 


they had ſcen praQtis'd at ſome great Dinner, careleſs of Study, and un- 
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furviſh'd with Experience,yet pretend to be Reſtorers of Health, and Sa- 
viours to Maukind:though they are more #ffiiftive to the ſick then their 
Diſeaſes themſelves, if they would let them alone. He accus'd them of 
Diſingenuity, becauſe they did not acquaint their Parents with the ſhor- 
teſt way to Health, and both negleted to exhort them to Temperance, 
& toteach them to meaſure it according to the Nature of their various 
Conſtitutions. He eſteem'd it cruelty,that ſuch as by the Miſ-government 
of themſelves had fallen into ſickneſs, muſt alſo be tormented with the te- 
dious courſes of Phyick, and be forc'd to continue fick till their Phylician 
was content to gain no more by their want of Health; and the poſlibility 
of their Recovery made very doubtful, being expos'd to the uncertain O- 
peration of divers Medicines jumbled together in a long Compolition,the 
pompous number of coſtly Iogredients only ſerving to make a greater 
ſhew of a learn'd Preſcription,to keep fick men poor too, and to enrich 
covetous Apothecaries. Inſhort,he told them that he was ſorry ſo many 
of them had not read their great Maſter's Oath, and that fewer ob- 
ſerv dit; adviſing them never to pretend to the honourable Name of 
Hippocrates his Diſciples, or attempt to cure others, whilſt they found 
themſelves fick of the Diſeaſes which he had forementioned. Theſe 
words put * TharepaneRa into ſuch a ſharp Paroxyſm of his angry Di- ' 
ſtemper,that he was not able to bear the Abuſe any longer, but fluog our 


* 0n-of amer- of the Room. This light did fo tickle * Exphranor's Spleen, that he 


fell a laughing. * Archibins himſelf could not chuſe but ſmile. Skeletion re- 
proving Exphranor ; How can I forbear laughing at you, replied he, 
when I hear you talk ſo fillily to one, that 1s reſolv'd never to mind 
what you fay ; and at him for being angry at that which he knows to 
be true ? 

Archibius perceived that theſe men were not mad;and judg'd that Thy- 
repane# a had'not juſt cauſe to be ſo highly offended, knowing that many 
counterfeit Phyſicians deſerve thoſe Reproofs which Skeletion had given 
them ; and that what he had faid, was fo far from briogiog any prejudice 
upon thoſe Gallant Perſons that are really accompliſh'd with that uſeful 
Skill which they profeſs,that the deteQion of falſe pretenders would only 
remove a few blocks out of their way, reftore due Honour to that Di- 
vine faculty,and advance the Health and Happineſs of Mankind. He would 
willingly have ſtay'd longer to enjoy converſe with Expbrazor, for Skele- 
tion was not pleaſant Company z but confidering what effe@s the wrath 
of Thurepanefta,which was incens'd, might poffibly produce, he took his 
leave,and went to * Bathypogon's Houſe, where he found Thurepane7a en- 
gag'd in deep inveCtives againſt Ske/etion and Ewphranor,ſaying that they 
were not only mad men but Villains,& that Bathypogoz ought to take the 
ſame or more ſevere notice of them, then if they had brought the Plague 
tothe Town; they being fick of two forts of Madneſs, & both fo infetive, 
that they would endanger the putting of many people out of their Wits, 
Archibius was ſorry that ThurepaneFa had proceeded fo far in his Defa- 
mation; but when he had made an end,Bathypogon asking his opinion allo, 
he ſpoke in their Defence, and told him and his Affiſtance that the two 
Strangers were troubled with ſome Diftempers, but thoſe ealily curable ; 
that he did pot apprehend them to be mad,much leſs that they were guil- 
ty of any unworthy Intentions, or deſign'd any miſchief againſt the City, 
As a more plauſible way to perſwade them to believe what he ſaid.(for he 
knew it was a hard Task to ſpeak to aoy purpoſe in the behalf of perſons, 
agaioſt whom thoſe which heard him, were already prejudic'd,) he was 
goipg to have told them the ſtory of Democritxs and the Citizens of 46. 

| dera : 
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dera; But Thurepanetta inter upted himlaying, Barhypogon, & you Geitle- 
men which (it by him,may well ſuſpe@ that to be true which | have repor- 
ted concerning the contagious nature of theſe mens Madneſs,for you [:e 
it hath infeted a Phyſitian, * Archibius being lo much in his wits as not to *7% 4uti:r c/ 
trouble himſelf with making a vaio ſhow of Wiſdom among Fools, went a- © 
way: when he was gone, * Bathypogon and his Companions ask'd © Thures * Great Beard. 
panefa what they ſhould do with Skeletion and Fuphranor. He advis'd Hh Soar A 
them to call a Court, & having there accus'd them of Sedition,to condertin Heaſe: 
them to be ſold for {laves,and tranſported to gather Hellebore ia the]: 
{land Articyra; addinggthat they needed not to make any doubt of fi:1: 
ding Merchants to buy them; but if it ſhould happen ſo,he told them as a 
Reſerve, that they might baniſh them,and command them upon pain of 
Death neverto come within the Gates of the City again, They took his 
advice,and reſolved the day following to put it in execution, They per- 
form'd it accordingly; for about ten of the clock the next Morning their 
Serjeants ſeiz'd upon Skeletion and Ewphranor, and brought therh to the 
Town-houſe. The forementioned Bathypogon, famous for Wealth and a 
great Beard, was appointed to be their Judge: they defired © Chry/aliaes 4 , gurdiar. 
znd © Pluteraitus to plead againſt them, having agreed upon the Sentence * 4/over of 
which ThurepaneFGa had dictated. "_ 

The Court ſitting,and a multitude of SpeQators being allembled to ſee 
the event of this Great Action, Bathypogon nodded to Plxteraſiss to accule 
Skeletion,who with no ſmall zeal began thus: We have great Reaſon,moſt 
Grave Bathypogon,to bring this man before the Judgment-ſeat,he being a 
Blaſphemer of our God and a deſpiſer of that Felicity which we have re- 
ceivid from him, That he is guilty of theſe Crimes is too manifeſt in this, 
that ſome dayes fince he openly prophan'd our Religious Rites,and put a 
publick affront upon our Feſtival Joyes.I accuſe him as a hater of Man- 
kind, whom he doth perpetually torment with his direful Lamentations, 
Tlay to his charge alſo, that he being a FaCtour for * Achthedon, 8& a Cor- : G,;. 
refpondent of our utter enemy ® Anelpiſtzs, is come into the City to ſpie * 9ne who Di- 
out our weakneſs, that he may the more eaſily betray us to our Adverſa- /**”** 
ries, He hath ſeditioul]y ſown the ſeeds of Diſcontent in the peoples 
Minds, and hath endeavour'd to undermine the bottom of our Hopes, 
that ſohe miy ruine the Pleaſures which are built upon them. Io ſhort, 1 
demand Juſtice agaioſt him in the name of all the Plutocopians,becauſe he 
maintains Intelligence with the forloro people of © Hades, which are our - 74. Gave. 
mortal enemies; and hath receiv'd from them a Magical Glaſs, which doth 
ſo bewitch the Eyes of all that look iato it, that afwerward they can do 
nothing but weep. 

When © P/ateraſias had done,Chryſalides was commanded to charge * E#- * A lover of 
phranor,which he did atter this manner-I accuſe thee,O Emphbranor,asa Re: Ds 
viler of our Ancient Cuſtoms, and a Reprocher of our moſt Excellent jtcaſan: #«- 
Conſtitutions,6 as one that hath traiteroufly endeavoured to expoſe our moms 
Government to [corn,by perſwading the people to believe that one moſt 
{ſerious Afﬀeairs are but ridiculous Trifles, Thou art worthy tobe puniſh'd, 
becauſe thou doſt continually upbraid 'men with the ImperfeRions of 
their Nature, and inſult over the Neceſfities of their Condition witha 
diſdainful Laughter, Is it not moſt meet that he ſhould feel the ſeverity 
of our Laws, who hath diſparaged the values of our richeft Comio- 
dities before thoſe Foreiners which converſe withusz and by this means 
hath put a great ſtop to our Trade, which is the life of Platocopia ? 

The truth of theſe accuſations being manifeſt, Ilmake no doubt, moſt 
juit Judge , but you will appoint him ſuch a Puniſhment, as ſhall _ 
ree 
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free us from his dangerous practices at preſent, and put luch an Awe up- 

on others of his Ludicrous Temper for the future , that they will not 
venture to iwploy their abuſive wits to the diſturbance of the Plutoco« 
zans. 

Now * Shkeletion left weeping, leſt the fooliſh Plutocopians ſhould thiok 
that he bemoan'd his own eftate;& Euphranor laugh'd twice as loud as he 
us'd to do,to let them ſee how much he lighted their Menaces. Hereupon 
2 Bathypogon ſtood up, and having ſtrok'd his long Beard once or twice, 
would have pronounc'd the ſentence againſt them, bur that a great noiſe 
which he heard among the People, gave him an Interruption. Is was oc. 
cafioned by their thruſting one another to make way for * 0rthocrinon,a 
Gentleman that lived in a Village call'd © Exe3o, not far diſtant from rhe 
City, and who was of Venerable eſteem among the Plutocopians for his 
extraordinary Wiſdom,and eſpecially for many ſingular Courtefies which 
they had received from him. Orthocrinon, as I am imform'd, is an excel- 
lent Philoſopher, though he arrogates no ſuch Title,nor makes any pom- 
pous oſtentation of his Knowledg in great words, but approves his real 
worth by prudent ACtions, which do ſo completely adorn all the parts of 
his exa& Life,that the beſt Philoſophers may take him for an Example.He 
is deſcended from a good Family, and owner of fair Poffcfſions ; but he 
deſpiſeth worldly Dignity in compariſon of Vertue, and makes no rec- 
koning of Wealth in regard of Philoſophy. He hath given awaya great 

art of his Eſtate to prowete ſuch in the courſe of Study, as having great 
aptitudes for noble Undertakings,are hindered only by the want of ſuch 
things as are neceſſary to ſupport our common Life z and hath now only 
left a reaſonable Competency for himſelf and his Family. He ſeem'd nor 
to be ſo much incited to Philoſophy by former Examples, or perſwaded 
to it by the Exhortations of his Parents and Tutors ; but was rather in- 
flam'd by an innate Love of Wiſdom, which with a mighty force deriv'd 
from the inclinations of his own ſoul, thruft him forward, when he was 
young, to all excellent endeavours. He doth not profeſs himſelf a ſworn 
Diſciple to avy Se of Philoſophers, but embraceth truth whereſoever he 
finds it. His manner of Converſation doth ſomething reſemble that of $0- 
crates, If Anacharſis had found him at Chene, he would have taken him 
for M/yſor,and been no leſs pleas'd with him. He did fo imitate both in the 

rudence of frugal Temperance, that no diſeaſe durſt meddle with him, 
feſt it ſhould be (tary'd with huvger & Cold.His life was an impartial cor- 
reQion of all Vicious Manners; yet though he was a moſt rigid obſerver 
of Vertuous Rules,he did not allow himſelf to imitate the ſeverity ofthe 
Cynicks,becauſe he thought that they did many times rather bice then re- 
prove. He was not apt to take notice of thoſe Faults which he ſaw in 0- 
thers; only he did conſtantly deſpiſe thoſe whom he obſcrv'd to be very 
curious of words,and as negligent of their Attions, Theſc he ufually caJl'd 
* Chelidones, becauſe their Cuſtom is to make a great noiſe with (ele 
words,to boaſt of round Periods,ſoft Gompoſitions,rare Inventions, and 
brave Sentences, to ſeek the glory of voluble Speech, and defirous to be 
cried up as great Oratours ; orelſe jingling with Syllogiſms,producing 
large Inventories of Queſtions,and clatteriog whereſoever they come 
with loud Diſputations,& affrightiog their Auditors with endleſs contra- 
diQions, claim it as their due to be admired for deep Philoſophers: when 
as God knows, under theſe fine ſhows, made more plauſible with a con- 
tracted Brow, a ſevere Countenance,an afieted Gate, 211d a diſtinCt Ha- 
birt,they dootten hide Unſpeakable Ignorance,Fooliſh Opinions,Conten- 


tious Pride, Vain-glory,and innumerable company of T1ifles. He did not 
defſpile 
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deſpiſe theſe great Pretenders, becauſe he himſclf was ignorant of the 
Art of Speaking; for by reading the beſt Authors, and exerciſing himſclt 

to ſpeak and write, he had attaio'd to the top of that excellency : orthat 

he did undervaJue Philoſophy ; but he was griev'd to ſee it expos'd to 
ſcorn inthe world ; that ſmall mat:er which theſe great Boaſters profeſs 
being no more like true Phylofophy, thea an old Woman in a Tragedy 
lookiog ſadly is Hecxba, He thinks no method of teaching comparable to 
Example; and though he ſays nothiog of himſelf, yet it is manifeſt to all 
that underſtand Vertue, that he is a moſt lively Repreſentation of it. In 
ſumm, he is that bright Mirrour in which all may ſee incomparable Wiſ- 
dorm, ſincere love of Truth, pertet Humility,exa& Juſtice, the true mea- 
ſures of Temperance, Tranquillity of Spirit, Freedom of Soul,and ſuch a 
Sweetneſs of Deportment; that all who have had the happineſs to con- 
verſe with him,become Lovers of his divine PerfeQions, and thiok that 
they have found that happy Guide, who not only underſtands Truth 
himſelf,but reſtores Liberty and Joy toall ſuch as know him, Though it is 
impoſſible but ſuch PerfeRions mult needs gain him Eſtimation, yet he 
hath one particular Excellency which commands an Univerſal Love:For 

he hath ſuch a rare dexterity in performiog all Offices of Friendſhip,that 

he hath no Acquaintance which hath not found the benefit of it in ſuch 
reſpects as are ſutable to his condition, He had much obliged the * Ply. * 2h Covetous 
tocopians,not only by compoſing private quarrels which uſually happen ***: 
amongſt Neighbours, whom he reſtor'd to Amity : but alſo in appealing 

of more publick Commotions, in which he ſhew'd no leſs Prudence then 
Charity ; for he perſwaded the Seditious to lay down their deſtructive 
Idiopathies,and yield quiet obedience to the Common Laws, The effes 

of his powerful preſence were ſo generally Beneficial,that there was no 
ordinary perſon which did not obey him as a Father, and thoſe which 
were in Power honour'd him as a Friend. lt happen'd not long ſince * 0r- * 0c who 
thocrinon having obſerv'd ſome which managed the publick Afﬀairs of the —_ 
City, to abuſe their Traſt to their own undue Advantages, he reprov'd ih;ng:. 
them ſo ſmart!y,that his freedom of Speech & impartial Honeſty procur'd 
him ſo much hatred, that for a good while he had not been in Plutocopia. 
But hearivg that two Phyloſophers lately come to the City,were appre- 
hended & brought to a publick Trial for Miſdemeanours by them com- 
mitted, well knowing what Sentence would be paſs'd upon them where 
they were to be judg'd, he went haſtily to underſtand the matter, and 
meant if they were innocent,to intercede for them;but perceiving in part 

by thoſe which ſtood near the Door, that things were managed unhand- 
ſomly,for he heard ſome ſay, Ahaltheſe are new Sins:I never knew any bo» 

dy that was hang'd for weeping:we mult cry no more.I care not for that, 

ſaid another, but it vexeth me to think that.we ſhall not be allow'd to 
laugh. Our Court is very ſevere to day,but will it be ſo alwayes?& (hall 

we be condemn'd too before we have ſpoke for our ſelves? By this talk 
Orthocrinon underſtanding both the faults for which they were accus'd,8& 
that the Judge intended to condema them without giving them leave to 
make their Defence, hereupon he made haſte towards the Tribunal. 
Whilſt * Bathypogon 8 his Aſſeſſours wondred at his Appearance in ſuch a « ;,,,4 geard, 
time,Ortboerinon reſolv'd their doubt by ſpeaking to them after this man- 

ner : It is now a good while, Bathypogon,and you the reſt of my Friends of 
Plutocopia,finceI gave you a Vilitz and I am forry that I come now fo un- 
happily,torl ſee you are ready to do that which, if1 be not miſinformed 

by the By-ſtanders, is extremely to your diſhonour. You are going to 


coudema two Strangers before you have heard them ſpeak — 
elves. 
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ſelves. Your Preſence would be acceptablic, 1z1d Bathypogon, it you did 
not hinder our proceedings 3 but we canno: bid you welcome, if you e:1- 
deavour torepreſent us as unjuſt. We did not intend tocondemn them,t1}! 
two Lawyers had accus'd them of great Crimes; 2nd we cannot want Evi- 
dence for the truth of their Charge, for they are {1ch notoriousOffenders, 
and have ſo generally diſturb'd the peace of our City, that there is ſcarce 
any preſent who hath not been moleſted by them, However, worthy 
Judg, replied * 0rthocrinon, you mult obſerve your Laws, and then «ſpe. 
cially when you are about to pronounce Sentence upon others for the 
Breach of them : and (ince your Law doth not permit any man to be con- 
demn'd unheard, I pray you let theſe Strangers have leave to make their 
Apology, and then you may do as you ſee cauſe. Bathypogorn grumbled a 
lictle at the Interruption, but being perſwaded by Chryſai/ides and Plute- 
raſtvs, who whiſpering in his Ear, told him that he might permit them to 
ſpeak, but withall bad him be ſure to condemn them as ſoon as they had 
done, gave his conſent z and deſiring Orthocrizon to fit upon the Bench 
by bim, he beckon'd to Skeletion to ſpeak, it he had any thing to ſay for 
himſelf. 

Skeletion forbearing his ſighs for a while,that they might not hinder his 
Speech, began thus : I ſhould wonder at it, O moſt unhappy Plutocopiany, 
but that I have often ſeenthe ſame unreaſon?bleneſs in other places,that 
you ſhould think a man accuſable for expre fling a Sympathy withthe ge- 
neral eſtate of Mankind, that you eſteem it a fault in me to cry with fo 
many that weep,that is,to weep when [ ſee ſo many miſerable, I might in 
ſome happy place,if I could have found it,have dried up my Tears,and I 
ſhould have embrac'd this as vo ſmall good Fortune, (ince it is no great 
pleaſure to weep 3 and I came hither to ſeck it, But I am not only diſap- 
pointed,as I have been in other places,burt am ſo far fallen from my hope, 
that I ſeem to be overwhelm'd in the Infernal Lake of Sorrow, where I 
rather deſerve your pity then anger.If poor Prometbens faſten'd to a cold 
Rock, was an Obje& of Compaſſion, whilſt the mercileſs Eagle fed upon 
his Heart ; I havereaſon to expect that you ſhould condole with me, who 
at leaſt in mine own apprehenſion, am ſunk down to that Centre, where 
all the Calamities which do afflit the whole Circumference of Humane 
Life do meet : yet here [am accuſed for weeping. 

It were a ſufficient Plea for my Lamentation,to ſay that I do but bear a 
part in that ſad Dirge which is ſung by all the World : It is begun by [n- 
fants,who when they firſt live, that is,begin to be ſick of an incurable Dif- 
eaſe,come crying into the World z indeed preſaging thoſe Tragica] Miſ- 
fortunes which they are to ſuffer, they prelude to them with Tears, 
This is a common Deſtiny, and fo to be met with 1 all places. But here 
I have ſeen the new-born wretches, wet with Tears and Blood, expoſs'd 
ſo unmercifully, that it would ſoften a Reck, it it were able to (ce their 
Calamity, and make it diſſolve it ſelf into Tears : But I muſt not weep. 
You throw the Poor to Hunger and Cold, nay their Parents do tt, 
becauſe they have no money to buy them tocd and cloth : and if by 
ſome ſtrange chance they out:live this Death, yet they, are forc'd to 
learn to ſpeak with crying, and to beg as ſoun as they can ſpeak. | 
cannot but weep for company, eſpecially perceiving the Rich ſo defti- 
tute of Humanity, that they ſee it, and yet refuſe to relieve them. |{ 
do not wonder ſo much at it, but | am pgricv'd nevertheleſs to ſee them 
uſe their Own not much better. It's truc,they give them Meat and Drink, 
and uſe means enough to keep them from dyiug;but when they are grown 
co the uſe of Underſtanding and Chuice, they proftitute their Yeuth 
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to Ignorance and Vice : For negleCting to beſtow upon them that bene- 
fit of which they are now capable, to aſſure their Iofelicity they careleſly 
abandon them to two fooliſh Guides, * Apirss and * Cacotypus, Apirns is * 4n iguwant. 
an Obſtinate man, you are all well acquainted with him, and by reaſon _ ao 
of his extreme Ignorance and high conceit of his Knowledg, is ſcarce ; 
capable of being taught himſelf. Cacotypur Is utterly devoid of Virtue. 
So that one of them being unexperienc'd inthe true Method of Educati- 
on makes them Fools ; and the other corrupting them alſo with bad Ex: 
ample, renders them Vicious, You might as well put them to ſuck a He- 
Goat, or make a Wolf their Nurſe. The conſideration of this doth often 
make me ſay within my ſelf, Lord! what ſmall hope is there that Goodneſs 
ſhould ever grow to any PerfeCtion in this world, where it is thus nipt in 
the Bud ! And my grief is continued, whilſt I foreſee thoſe ſad conſequen- 
ces which muſt needs proceed from ſuch miſerable Beginnings. For they 
no ſooner arrive at thoſe years which are eſteem'd the confines of Chil- 
diſhneſs and Manhood, but they are captivated with the follies of both 
States. It's true, [ have obſerv'd in your City a low norrow Gate call'd 
© Metanea, which opens towards © Orthodnr, which is the rode that leads* Reprntance; 
to © Sophiarete, the Region where Wiſdom and Virtue are ſaid to dwell z wo _ 
and I having taken notice of ſome Young men,which being awaken'd by * niſten aud 
ſome courteous Genins, who (as I ſuppoſe) had fore-warn'd them of that Y"*** 
which would happen to them in their older Life, if they continued that 
courſe which they had begun, have hereupon ruſh'd out at that difficule 
paſſage, and made towards 0rthodus : but the Aſcent being ſteep, and 
the way rugged in that part which lies neareſt to your City, they made 
no great haſte, and being clogg'd with a Cachexy or Habit of fin contra- 
&ed by long Cuſtom which they are unwilling to ſhake off;and beiog en: 
feebled with tempting Remembrances of their former Voluptuouſneſs, 
advanc'd no confiderable way till their Companions io fio, which ha» 
ſten'd aſter them,overtook them, and having ſeduc'd them back do ſo con- 
firm them in their Errors, that they are good for nothing but to propas 
gate new [oſtances of wicked Life,and to hinder Vice from decrealiog for 
want of bold examples.I confeſs it = me oot ſo much for what theſe 
ſuffer in their ſingle capacities, but becauſe the concatenation of like Suc- 
ceſſions doth perpetuate Folly, and ſeems to make the end of finniog al- 
moſt unexpeable, You their unwiſe Parents are the chief cauſe of this 
miſchief z for you never minding that the Excellency and Service of our 
after-life depends upon our early preparations, leave your Children an 
undiſciplin'd prey to Ulſeleſneſs and Contempt. By which means you not 
only beſtow, but entail a Curſe upon Mankind ; whilſt you neither ceaſe 
to be bad your (elves, nor permit your Children to begin to be good. 
Hence it comes to _ that when they are grown Men,and make no doubts 
but that now itis fit they ſhould betheir own Governors, they not know- 
ing of themſelves what is beſt, and much more uowilliog to be told by oe 
thers, by reaſon of an irregulated heat, they venture upon ſuch raſh AQi- 
ons, and do fo grofly miſtake in the management of their Life, that when 
by the change of their Complexians they underſtand that they are arri- 
ved upon the borders of old Age, they delire to go back again, and fall 
into this paſſionate wiſh, Alas! why is it not laywful for us to grow young 
twice, that what hath been done amiſs in our firſt Life might be corre» 
ed by our after thoughts ? that is, having lived fooliſhly, they are vext 
that they muſt die when they begio to be wile. 
But before it comes to this | cannot but pity you,ſeting how you are tor- 
mented with the effeCts of your precedent Errors : for that feeble _— 
D made 
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made of a little Blood and Earth kneaded together, in which the Soul is 

capg'd, isnot only of it ſelf frail Fleſh aud weak Bones, apt to be cut with 
every {harp thing, and cruſh'd with every weight, but ſo fill'd with acci- 
dental diſtempers by your Imprudences,thart,like the ſhell of a Granado, 
it ;s in continual daoger of flying in pieces, being ready to be torn aſun- 
der by what it contaios within it,diſtemper'd Humours, Crudities, Wind, 
ObſtruAions, Inflammations. Theſe and many ſuch like things do ſo di- 
ſtreſs your Health, that you doubt whether you live or no; and when 
you endeavour to believe that you do, your hopes are frighted with 
thoſe Deaths which hang over your Heads by ſmall threads, threatniog 
every moment a ſad Period to an uncertain Life by a hot Fever, a wa- 
triſh Dropfie, a pioivg HeRtick, the painful Stone, intolerable Gout, or a 
ſtupifying Apoplexy 3 ſome of you being toſs'd for-a long time together 
between the Grave and Hopes of Recovery, by that known ſcorner of 
Phy ficians, a {ly malicious Quartan.But this would not afflit me ſo much 
nor you neither, if that Better part of you were not a more lamentable 
Spectacle. I cannot ſuppreſs my tears when I ſee thoſe Misfortunes which 
ate fallen upon the Heaven-born Soul. How is it clouded with Miſts of Ig- 
norance, deluded with falſe Opinions and wild Fancies, befool'd with 
Self-love, (well'd with vain Arrogance,apt to be ſet on fire with mad An- 


ger, and burnt up with helliſh Wrath,to be exalted with bold Preſumpti- 


ons, aud ſometimes as low depreſs'd with deep Deſpairs,abus'd with inor- 
dinate Appetites, fick with diſquietneſs of Mind, tormented with anguiſh 
of Conſcience, and overwhelm'd with wearineſs of Life ? A Truce be- 
ivg made with ove Paſſion, a Waris begun by another, and the poor Spi- 
rit rack'd upon the Viciflitudes of its own reſtleſs AﬀeCtions, as upon ſo 
many 2ffliftive wheels, Can I chuſe but weep when I behold ſuch Miſe- 
ries, eſpecially ſince I look at them as incurable ? | 

This were enough to be quoted as a Defence of thoſe Tears for which 
you accuſe me, and I need not ſtrengthen it by making a Catalogue of 
thoſe innumerable Aggravations which ſwell your Miſery up to an un- 
ſpeakable Maſs, and torment all conditions of Human Life, in the City,in 
the Country, at Land, andat Sea. The Husbandman is condemn'd to pull 
up Weeds which will never ccaſe to grow in his barren ground. He mine 
gleth his Bread with Sweat, and his Sweat with Tears; and when he hath 
taken the greateſt pains, hath only drawn water into a fieve, and labou: 
red to make himſelf more work, Your Mariners are diſtreſs'd at Sea, and 
aſter a thouſand Dangers with much difficulty make their Port; thats, 
they are toſs'd home that they may rebound to ſome new Storm, Your 
Crafthmen are chain'd toendleſs toil, like Galley*ſlaves to their Oars. Your 
Citizens of all ranks pretend great diſcontent for want of loviog Neigh* 
bours : and Friends of all forts complain, that they have no Touch-ſtone 
to try ſuch as ſay that they love them, but that which commonly ſhews 
they do not, Advyerſity. Parents are vex'd with the Diſobedience of 
their Children, and they thipk themſelves undone by the Unkindneſs 
or death of their Parents. Maſters and Servants frequently accuſe each 
other. It is ordinary to hear ſome bemoan themſelves becauſe they are 
not married, and others judg themſelves more unhappy becauſe they 
are, Some Husbands cry becauſe their Wives are dead, and ſome be- 


- cauſe they are alive. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſeTragical parts which you a& upon this miſerable 
Stage,and the laſt Scenes are worſe then thoſe, which remain to be repre- 
ſented by Ancient people, who when they are already wearied with a mi- 


: 4» old 24ay, ſerable Life, are (till diſturb'd by one * Geron,a Grim-look'd Fellow,who 


being 
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being a rigid Factor for Death, comes to make you pay dear for thoſe 
{mall Contents which youu enjuy d before, and that but for a little while, 
and which were then not fo greatly defirable, every good thing haviog 
two Evilsjoyn'd with it. When you are ſcarce able to pay any thing, it 
will go hard but he will have ſomething, and he uſually takes the beſt of 
what is left,an Ear from one,a Hand from a ſecondya Leg from a third, or 
what he can lay ho!d cn. How did it tear myHeart fome tew days fince,to 


ſee how Þ Chronws, the Father of this Geron, (ciz'd with a remorſlefſs Vio- > rime. 


lence upon a wretched Company of ancient Men and Women, dragg'd 
ſome by the Arms, ſome by the Feet, ſome by the Neck, ſtruck out their 
Teeth, pull'd out their Eyes, lam'd them, kill'd them, and threw them 
inco the Ditches ? I thiok it was a courtefte to ſome of them, for their 
Bodies were ill us'd by his Son, and grown ſuch troubleſome Lodgings 
to their Souls, that they could ſcarce endure to dwell in them. And yer 
the miſerable wretches were forc'd to ſtay in theſe treight Cottages, un- 
thatch'd above, full of Smoak and Rain within, and there to ſwallow the 
Dregs of Lif-, till ſome welcome Miſchief choak'd them. 


Here * Skeletion made a pauſe, for his lighs forc'd him to leave Spea- * 4 dried Car- 


king 3 and when he began again, ” Exphranor laugh'd fo loud that the © 
Plutocopians could not hear him, and having taken no great pleaſure in 
what he had ſpoken already, they were unwilling he ſhould fay any /* 
more : So Exphrenor was commanded to ſucceed him, which he did in 


fuch words as theſe. I have travelled over the greateſt part of © Hiſtrio. « 5rage play. 
ia, moſt gentle 4 Bathypogon ; but I never came into any place where * Sr: 5:ard. 


ſuch as kept a Theatre were unwilling to admit SpeQators, much leſs 
where the Players were angry at ſuch as were preſent, for laughing at 
their Mimical ſport, The whole world is a kind of Tragick-Comedy, 
in which I never ſaw any act their parts more ridiculouſly then the Ple- 
tocopians; and yet they accuſe ſuch as laugh at them, which I cannot but 
eſteem one caſt beyond all which I have Ren already, I ſuppoſe you 
have no ſuch conceit of your own ACtions, and are ready to demand at 
what I laugh 1n particular. I will fave you that labour ; I (mile at every 
thing which I ſee or hear, I laugh at all which you do or fay, and chiefly 
at you your ſelves, becauſe in this Play you like no part but the Fool's, 
I perceive by the (ily Government of your Ations, that you have ca- 
ſhier'd Wiſdome our of your Thoughts ; and, which is the height of 
your Folly, you think your ſelves Wiſe, I can except no order of Men 
from the reaſon of my Mirth. I have not maintain'd correſpondence 
with any that wiſh your diſgrace, and have therefore reveal'd your Ins 
firmities ; for they are every where manifeſt. I ſuppoſe you cannot look 
upon it as a Contumely that take notice of what you diſcover, nor take 
It as an affront that I am fo pleaſant in your preſence, ſince you compel me 
to be merry. How can I chuſe but laugh to ſee ſo many Bladders empty 
of all true worth,{well'd with falſe Opinion,and then toſs'd up aud down 
the ſtreets with vulgar breath, not much unlike thoſe Bubbles made of 
Soap and Water which idle Boys blow off from Nutſhels? When I meet 
ſo many hundreds of conceited people, who think they are Wiſe becauſe 
they are Rich, Virtuous becauſe Politick, Learned becauſe they have a 
few Books, Happy becauſe they have many Titles; and ſuppoſe themſelves 
full of Worth becauſe they are big with Arrogance, and Good becauſe 
they are ſo elteem'd by the Ignorant, and ador'd as Gods by ſuch as know 
not what belongs to Men: 1 cannot but ſtand and laugh to think what a 
brave Mart this would be for Promethews his Oxen, and l eafily fancy with 
what wonder you Pl#tocopians would gaze upon a Drove of large «kins, 
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well ſtuft'd with empty Bones.l was almoſt kill'd the other day,my Spleen 
was ſo ſtretch'd with laughing at a young Gallant who ſtood in a low 
Balcony, having nothing elſe ro do but to obſerve whether ſuch as paſs'd 
by did make their Obeyſance proportionably ſubmiſſive ta the Great- 
neſs of his Peruke, and did ſufficiently admire the new faſhion of his 
French Breeches ; eſpecially when turoing back, I ſaw how deje&ed he 
look'd becauſe I went by him without ſtirring my Har, which I did on 
purpoſe, thioking I might as well neglect to worthip a man made up of 
cloths, as refuſe to bow downto a guilded Poſt. 

I confeſs alſo, I can neyer thipk of your Old men but I laugh at their 
fooliſh Covetouſneſs, whilſt they tell their Money all day, andriſe in the 
night to hide their Gold inſome ſafer place then that in which they put it 
when they went to bed,and grow lean with cares to make their Heap big: 
ger,which is ſo bulky already that it is troubleſome to keep, and doth ex- 
ceed their Neccſlities with ſuch vaſt diſproportions, that they know not 
well what todo with it.I cannot but pleaſe my ſelf to think how eagerly 
the Poor whom they have defrauded will fall upon them when they ap- 
pear in the other World, and what a ſad ſcuffle there will be when they 
clap their bare Skulls with their bony hands. Yet ſuch is the Madneſs of 
this ſort of Meon,that they bequeath the Monies which they ſhould reſtore, 
to ereR ſtately Monuments to dwell in when they are dead ; imagining 
that they ſhall be happier if they lie under great Marbles,and hoping thac 
ſome may poſlibly ſpend their time in viewing thoſe brave Structures 
which cover their duſt, and read with no ſmall content thoſe Epitaphs 
which before they died,they made themſelves. But it is ſo ridiculous,that 
methinks the Poor ſhould laught at it, when they ſee how much theſe Rich 
Fools think themſelves worthier and better then their Neighbors, becauſe 
they have greater Houſes and more Money, and will not remember that 
in Hell they will not be known from them by any other Mark but grea- 
ter Torments.But fince the Poor do ſo peeviſhly {light what ſhould make 
them patient, I muſt laugh at them whilſt they whine ſo fillily at their po- 
verty, and will not know that in a ſhort time they ſhall be equal to the 
richeſt men in the World, and who are at preſent in many reſpeRts more 
miſerable then themſelves.[t is a caft beyond Laughter to ſee theſe fooliſh 
Poor how proud they grow upon a little taſte of Good Fortune:they are 
as much aſhamed of their very Parents,as Fathers uſually are of their Ba- 
ſtard- Children ; it may be they allow them, as Mercary did Par, to come 
to them ſometimes, but never to call them Father before Company. Now 
they no more know thoſe friends which reliev'd them in their Adverfity, 
then a Great. man's Porter can remember that he ſaw one that was at his 
Maſter's houſe but the day before,till he have hired him to recal his name, 
and help'd the weakneſs of his Memory with a piece of Silver. 

It is ſome ſport to me to ſee thoſe curious Women, who have nothing to 
do but to be fine,and thiok before-hand how wan their painted faces will 
look when Death,which doth not much value Beauty,comes rudely toun- 
dreſs ther.Me thinks I hear how they will cry when he breaks their Glaf, 
throws their Hair one way,their Powder another,and leaves them no Or- 
nament but a whiteSheet;zand how they will vex when he tells then that in 
the otherWorld there are noMarks ſet upon Skulls by which a Lady may 
be known from her meaneſtSeryaont.l am not a little beholden for myMirth 
to thoſe proud People which have accuſtom'd themſelves to talk of their 
Pedigrees at ſuch a high Rate,as if they would have us think thatMankind 
had ſprung from diversOriginals,or at leaſt that they have vothing in them 
of the firſt clay;and are ſo elevated above this lower World with the þ 

belie 
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belief which they have entertain d,that they will ſcarce beſtow a humble 

word upon ſuch as come near them, They make me thivk how dejettedly 

they will look and ſhrink out of (1ght, when I aod my Companions ſhall 

meet them,and laugh at them in the Deſerts of * Necrogea, lenvy not thoſe *7'* Rog 54 5; 
fat Epicureans which float at preſent in muddy pleaſures; I ſhall find them 27900 
aſhore ere long, for I know at what Port they muſt all Land.I cannot but 

laugh ro think how they will cry, wheal, and one or two of my Friends 

{hall fir down by them, and upbraid them with their former Voluptuauſ- 

neſs, and how they will fret to hear poor Cynicks ling. 

You think perhaps, > Bathypogor, that it is a ſtrange kind of Mirth to » Great Bear? 
laugh at the unhappy : Aud lo it were, if thoſe which are in miſery,aCted 
their part with any Decorum ; but they complain ridiculoufly, and are 
very angry at thoſe miſchiefs which they inflict upon themſelves. They 
are vext becauſe they areſick, and when they were well did what they 
could to deſtroy their Health, They eat and driok beyond all Natural 
Appetites, and then inveigh bitterly againſt furfeits. They deſpiſe the 
HappineG of Tranquility, undervalue the Riches which wiſe men never 
mils'd in a Competency 3 they reject the Pleaſures of a Retir'd life; they 
will climb up into the Region of Winds, and when they are there rage 
at every Storm, complain of the burthenſume Cares which attend Ho- 
nourable Employments, are gall'd with the Envious looks which are caſt 
upon great Preferments, are infeſted with the Counter-workings of Cor- 
rivals ; and when they fall, as they often do, being now ſenfible that 
their Hurt is equal to the Height of their Exaltation, they curſe and ex: 
preſs a feeble impatience, although they are only cruſh'd with their owa 
weight. Then they will needs revile Greatneſs, and fooliſhly praiſe the 
Poverty which before they only hated, and confeſs that Golden fetters 
are as uneaſie as thoſe of Iron;and yet are ſo diſcompos'd with the imper- 
tinent remembrance of what they have been, that they cannot contented- 
ty be what they are: And ſhall notT laugh at them? If they were not 
mad, they would confider that they have only loſt what none can keep, 
and ſuffer that which commonly happens to very many. Why do they 
not make account that thoſe Servants will run away from them whom 
they knew to be perfidious, or at leaſt very fickle, haviog chang'd many 
Maſters before they came to them? Theſe uneaſie Souls pretend to be 
much troubled with the greatneſs of their misfortunes, in compariſon of 
that which others ſuffer, and yet will not put theirs into a common Lump 
with their Neighbours,that the whole may be divided into equal Shares ; 
but fearing that their preſent Lot will be encreas'd, carry it away as it is, 
and yet go home grumbling. And muſt pitty them? Fam ſorry that 10 
Play is yet invented where both fides might win always. Theſe Delicate 
people ſhould do well to tranſport themſelves into ſome new-found Land, 
where there is no uſe of Patience ; for none are permitted to dwell in this 
World, which will not be content to endure fome Hardſhip, If I ſhould 
make conjeQures of their Aﬀetions by other pieces of their Carriage, 
I ſhould think that they love unhappineſs; for not being ſatisfied with 
what they feel at preſent, they torment themſelves with the fear of thar 
which is to come, and ſo antidate their miſeries, and ſometimes crucifie 
themſclves with the groubleſome ExpeCation of that which will never 
happen. Nay, they dote ſo upon Aﬀiction, though it diſpleaſeth 
them, that not being content with their own Misfortunes, they will 
needs take partin thoſe of others ; that is, viſit cheir ſuffering Neigh- 
bours, talk whiniogly, and look ſcurvily, but not relieve them. And 
this they call Pity, . 

ut 
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But ſince Grief 1s nottheavy enough with all theſe allowances, they 
encrealc it with Envy 3 that is, they unworthily deſpiſe the Joy of thoſe 
many Gocd things of their own, which God hath given them to fill up 
the DefeCts and alleviate the Sorrows oi Human Lite, by repining at 0- 
ther mens better Conditions, which vet, for any thing which they know, 
(for they judg by very (light rules) is much worle then their own, 
Sometimes they are diſpleas'd with the Excellent parts of others by 
which they are benefitted ; like thoſe ill-oatur'd Beggars, which murmur 
at his Wealth from whom they receive daily Alms, Being troubled that 
others out ſhine them, they endeavour to eclipſe their Light by Defama- 
tiov, hopiog vainly that themſelves ſhall be thought good, if they can 
make others ſeem to be bad. But this colour is fo baſe, that it appears 
by any Light; for as they are truly empty of that Love which would 
hide the failings of others, they diſcover plainly that they are full of lm- 
potent Malice. But muſt not offend theſe Virtuoſo's with laughing at 
them, Yes, I will, and I can never laugh enough to hear them talk ſome- 
times of Felicity, and pretend deſires to be Happy, and yet ſcorn the way 
which leads to it : For though they have been told a hundred times, that 
no great Happinels is to be hoped for 1n this World,and that the chiefeſt 
parts of that which is attainable, are rightly ro know our Selves, to diſ- 
eſteem Mortal Life, to be content with our Portion, not to expe& what 
cannot be had, and ſuch like thiogs;z they will needs ſeek Happineſs 
where none ever found it, being incurably miſerable, by reaſon of a wil- 
ful Ignorance of the Nature of Thiogs, a falſe love of Fleſhly Life, un- 
govern'd Longings after thoſe Things, which if they could enjoy, would 
no more aſſwage their Thirſt then water will cure a Dropfie. They are 
juſt like to thoſe diſcontented perſons, which endeavour to loſe them- 
ſelves by wandring in divers places, but they meet themſelves every 
where, and will always be ſure to find vexation whilſt they are in their 
own Company ; yet they accuſe all things but themſelves, So the Impoe- 
tent Sick complain of their Bed becauſe they lie uneaſily, and beat their 
Pillow becauſe their Head akes. 

It may be I ſhould not laugh ſo much at the follies of you Plutocopians, 
but that you do ridiculouſly date your reſolutions to grow Wile ; for 
thus you ſay, After we have got ſo many thouſand pounds more,after we 
have built ſo many Houſes, or purchas'd ſo many Lordſhips, we will be 
content. And why not now ? Are you not Rich enough already ? What 
need you ſo greedily to gnaw that Cruſt of the Poor, Hope ? So the 
Clown fits down by the Rivers (ide till all the water paſs away : But he 
may fit long enough. Go over, Fool, the Stream is fordable now. But 
It is better ſport to ſee how ſubtil Time is reveng'd upon thoſe which 
ſlight his preſent offers. One nor altogether unſeofible that he hath over- 
charg'd his Vocation with burthenſome Cares, fayes he will ſhake off his 
Load at the return of his next Ship : Another expeCts but one good Har: 
veſt more, or two Dear years at the moſt, to make his Riches anſwerable 
to his Deſires : A third reſolves to be charitable (as Hypocrites ſome- 
times talk of leaving their Sins) at the next great Feaſt, And whilſt they 
are vainly contriving how to delay that which is neceſlary to be done at 
preſent, Time beckens to Death, and he comes and makes it impoſſible 
for the future, 

And now I talk of Death, whichis the End of this Ludicrous Play,l can- 
not but laugh at the Epilogue, which is uſually Ated by an Old man, who 
having nothing to prove that he hath lived long, but that he hath bought 
many Almanacks,doth pride bimſelfin his Age; and beipg blind,deaf and 
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lame, will yet venture upon the Stage 3 and when he is there, forgetting 
what he is to do, cries out unſeaſonably, I would live Rtill, and repeats 
his miſtake ſo often with a feeble voice, that the Poet is forc'd to ſend 
one to pull him into the Tiring Room. And there it is a new ſport to ſee 
how all the Ators quarrel with the Maſter of the Revels for telliog them 
that the Play is done: they would act ſtill, and cry becauſe they are 
commanded to put off their Habits, and think themſelves robb'd when 
they reſtore their Vizards, which were only lent them for a while to fic 
their perſons to their Part. 

Though * Bathypogon underſtood not much, yet he perceiv'd that * Ex: » G1e44 Beard. 
phranor jeer'd the P/utocopians ; and fearing that he would never end of *0=c of « plea- 
himſelf, commanded him ſilence 3 and taking < Orthocrinon for a very {551 um 
wiſe man, as the reſt of the Plutocopians did, (tor men ſometimes approve make « righe 
Virtue which they will not imitate, he defired him to give his opinion 73m of 
of the two Philoſophers, and to adviſe him what to determine concer. ** 
niog them. Orthocrinon, perceiving that what the Philoſophers had faid 
was capable of ſome CorreQion, and conſidering with himſelf that it was 
a fit opportunity to beſtow ſome charitable advice upon the Plutocopians, 
began thus : I have always thought, Bathypogon, that the Calamities which 
attend the condition of Mankigd are not incon(iderable, but I never ſaw 
them reſented ſo compaſſionately as by * Skeletion, neither did I ever apyjivy carcaſs 
know avy fo pleaſantly unconcern'd in them as Exphranor ſeems to be. 

I know that *© Glycypicron with unaccuſtomed Tides flow'd lately twice « gm 5wa; 
io twelve Hours : but who would have thought that it did portend, that 
in a ſhort time you ſhould become the Objects of the deepeſt Sorrow and 
higheſt Mirth 2 Poor Plutocopians ! your Miſery is fo great, that one of 
them thinks he needs an ever-ruoniog Spring of Tears to bewail it 3 and 
the other eſteems your Folly ſo ridiculous, that he cannot contain him- 
ſelf from perpetual Laughter. However, Skeletion, I ds ſomething won- 
derat you; fot ifthere be ſo many unhappy pum in the world as you 
ſeem to believe, what need you make your ſelf of the number by your 
calamitous Sorrow ? If thoſe miſchiefs which inevitably wait us, are too 
great already,why do you make an addition of this voluntary Torment? 
If you think men over-match'd with Adverſity, or at leaſt very hard put 
to it, why do you fo uncharitably endeavour to leſſen their Power by 
Deſpair, or fooliſhly deplore what you judg incurable 2 Do you mean 
to open Pandora's Box again? It was almoſt quite emptied before, no- 
thiog but a little quantity of Hope beiog left in the Bottom ; and will 
you let that out too? How ſhould they look upon Human Life otherwiſe 
then as a deſperate Caſe, ſeeing it plung'd in a gulf of endleſs Sorrow ? 
It is an impertionent Humanity to make others more diſconſolate by weep- 
iog for them. If the flood be not paſſable, why do you ſwell ic higher 
with your Tears? If it be, why do youdiſcourage them from attempting 
to go over, whilſt you fit weeping upon the Bank? But let me tell you, 
* Skeletion, the ſtate of our Life is not ſo deplorable as you would make * 4 ried ca- 
it. A Manis neither a Contemptible thing in his Cooſtitution,for he is a- ©2/+ 
dorn'd with Reaſon,by which he is capable of the knowledg of all things, 
and is priviledg'd with Speech, by which he is fitted for Converſation 
with ſuch as are of the ſame Nature wich himſelf; neither are the Plea- 
ſures which are allotted for our portion ſo inconſiderable, that it is un- 
deſireable to be a Man, For fince he hath many Faculties, and thoſe 
furniſh'd with proportionable Objects, he is a rare inſtrument of Pleaſure 
to himſelf He hath no Senſe but it is abundantly provided for ; he need 
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And though the world be full of people, God hath provided Room e- 
nough for chem all without ſtreightniog avy, if they could be content 
with juſt Shares. And though ſome things occur which are Inconveni- 
ences, yet every one hath its Remedy annex'd;as there is no Poiſon which 
hath not an Antidote, The Winter is warm'd with Fire, the Summer is 
cool'd with Shades. There is no Affiction ſo heavy but it is accompanied 
with an Alleviation, and wiſe men can eafily find it, Courteous Time doth 
alwayes apply one Conſolation, whether we ſeek it or no 3 for by the fa- 
miliarity of long converſe it makes any condition tolerable,It's true, ſome 
things are troubleſome for a while, and Fools complain more then they 
need; but wiſe men bear them handſomly,and put the beſt fide outward. 
What need we take things by the wrong handle, or quarrel with God or 
his Providence? We ought to think that there may be good Reaſon, 
though we underſtand it not, that things ſhould beas they ate, when we 
wiſh them otherwiſe ; and that Mortal condition muſt be appointed af- 
ter this manner; and that we ought by no meaps to wonder at our own 
grievances, when we ſee that all our Neighbors have either the ſame or 
others. Nay, though Death awaits us, and fo we ſeem to be-in danger 
of looſing All, yet we have no reaſon to complain, becauſe it is mere 
Courteſie that we have lived ſo long, and indeed that we came into Be- 
ing atall: and if we knew our Happineſs, or would learn to call thioge 
by their right Names, we ſhould not be ſo ſhie of Death, for it is the 0n- 
| ly paſſage to Immortal Life. 

* 2 merry As for you,* Euphranor though I think a Man ſhews ſome Generouſneſs 
—_ of Mind that laughs at all adverſe Accidents,and that he doth deſerve bet- 
ter of Men then one that weeps at all things which he ſees; (ince by being 
in the Company of one that is ſo merry,they begin to think that the face 
of Humanity is not ſo terrible as they were apt to imagnie, when they 
were alone : yet if 1 may freely ſpeak my mind,1 muſt tell you that as it 
is an ioſupportable torment to lodg the Miſeries of others in our own 
Hearts, ſo it is but an inhuman ſport to be delighted with themw.Or if you 
intend your Mirth more charitably, hoping by this means to make Fools 
aſhamed of themſelves, yet I am afraid you will never reduce them to 
Wiſdom by laughing at their Follies. Humane Nature is ſometimes wil- 
ling to be inſtructed, is never content that any ſhould ioſult over its Im- 
perfeQions 3 alwayes eſteeming ſuch Tutors Enemies, not reprovers of 
* 4 dried Cat- Sinners. Sick men would not be jeer'd but cured : and really,* Sketion, 
_ your Method is as unreaſonable, for Phyſitians do neither laugh nor cry 
at their Patients. If you attempt a Cure this way, one of you do but milk 
a Bull, whilſt the other holds under a Sieve ; or if you both think, as you 
ſeem to do, that they are paſt Recovery, go away and let them die quiet- 
ly. If you judg them out of their Wits, doth either of you think to ap» 
pear Wiſe among ſo many Mad-men ? or will you be mad for Company? 
Have you confider'd the Nature of things, and do not remember that no 
Age brings forth many Wiſe men? Take heed leſt you both fall out 
with Nature, and it may be miſtake it too, What? would you have 
no Fools in the World ? you would have a Picture drawn without 
any Shadows, Should nothing be greater, nothiog, leſs in the Crea- 
tion ? Is it to be eſteem'd an ng, that Beaſts are not Men, nor 
Trees Beaſts? Is it any greater Indecency that ſome men are more 
Wile then others, then to ſee excellent Fruits grow upon ſome Trees, 
upon others ſuch as are not fo deſirable, and upon ſome none ? Will 
any Wiſe man cry becauſe it is not alwayes day , or- laugh to ſee 
people Feveriſh? Is not Folly one of thoſe diſeaſes which Hu« 
man 
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man Nature is ſick of 2 As he which made Men, is not to be blam'd for 
their want of Health, becauſe they are voluntarily fick ; fo neither is he 
to be thought wanting as to their Recovery, ſince he hath given them ſuf- 
ficient means to obtain it,and they periſh irrecoverably becauſe they will 
not uſe ther. But what is that to yuu, Exphranor £ Let them alone. Your 
Diſcourſe, though never ſo wiſe, is but loſt upon ſuch as are paſt ſenſe. 
Exhortation is odious to ſuch as are otherwiſe refolv'd. You praiſe Liber: 
ty to abjeCt Souls that can bear any yoke, ſo it be lin'd with Gold; which 


love to be flaves, and are worthy of Fetters. You talk to thoſe of a dar- - 


gerous Hook who have determin'd to ſwallow the Bait, and will never 
believe there is any Hook till it ſtick in their Throats, You adviſe ſuch 
to forſeke a fooliſh courle of Lite, which are ſo utterly unacquainted with 
Wiſdom and Virtue, that it they ſhould take your Counſel, would not 
know what to do, Therefore let me defire you, Ewpbranor,uot to provoke 
men to be worſe then they are already; that is,of Fools to make them mad 
by laughing at them : and you, Skeletion, not to make them think their 
condition more unhappy then it is, becauſe you continually cry for them. 
[ entreat you alſo, my Neighbours of P/utocopia, not to be too angry 
at the Deportment of theſe Strangers, conlidering that it is a Courteſie 
to be awaken'd out of a hurtful Dream, though by a loud Noiſe. Be 
not diſpleas'd that you are put in mind of your Mortality, An Empe- 
rour could bear ſuch words from one that ſtood behind him in his Tri- 
umphant Chariot. Your Poſlefſions are like your ſelves, of Uncertain 
Continuance. 4ine and Thine are Words that fignifie only a juſt pre- 
ſent Uſe. The moſt Rightul owners are but UſutruQtuaries, You can 
never make a Preſcription by poſſeſſing that which is only borrow'd for 
a time, and held merely at the Will of him that lent it. If you accuſtom 
your ſelves tothink you are Mortal, you will live more prudently, you 
will ſpend the little time you have more frugally, uſe well what you can- 
not carry with you; and knowing that you do but ſojourn in this World, 
you will be leſs troubled when you are call'd Home. If you make thar 
uſe which you may of Ewphranor's Laughter, you will forgive him his 
Mirth; if you weigh the reaſons of his pleaſant Humour, you will wiſh 
to be of his Mind, If you made ſome Glaſſes in imitation of that of Skee» 
letion, they would ſhew you ſuch a true Image of this mutable World, 
that you would learn to proportion your affeions to the frail Nature of 
Things. You would not then fret at thoſe neceſſary Viciſlitudes which 
are the Roots of your diſappointmentsz knowing that the brighteſt Pro- 
ſperity ſhines but like a Winter's Sun, faintly at beſt, and is often clou- 
ded ; that Men ſtand io Worldly Raok like Arithmeticians Counters up- 
on a Table, ſometimes for Shilliogs, ſometimes for Pounds, and ſome- 
times for Pence ; or like Cheſs-men, are ſometimes Knights, ſometimes 
Pawns, and at the end of the Play are ſhuffled into a Bag altogether, 
You would then ſac no more reaſon to be angry, becauſe others flouriſh. 
then to envy the Gayeties of a ſhort-liv'd Butter-flie, or to repine at 
the Feaſts avd Muſick of a Graſhopper, which for a moneth or two hops 
from Herb to Herb, quaffs up the Dew fings and dies. You would not 
be puff'd with Pride, though your own fails be ſwell'd with proſperous 
blaſts of good Fortune, remembriog that it is not long before proud peo- 
ple, that which makes them Arrogant, and their Pride fiok altogether; 
Human Glory being but like the vaio Gliſteriog of a Rain-Bow, which 
is made of a few Sun-beams ſcatter'd upon a watriſh cloud. It ic 
were not unſeaſonable, I ſhould alſo adviſe you that you would ven- 
ture your uncertain Riches not only at Sea, but upon Charity 3 for I fear 
E many 
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many of you will be undone ere long for want of thoſe gainful Returns 
which Merciful men are ſure to meet in the Eternal World. If you be- 
ſtow upon your ſelves ſuch a moderate Portion as will maintain a Tem- 
perate chearfulneſs, and impart what you can ſpare to the relief of ſuch 
as are in Neceſlity,you will improve what you have to the utmoſt advan- 
tage;for you prudently uſe things as changeable as th: Wind and Tide to 
bring you to a Happy Port, and make thoſe which fail with you glad 
by the way. Thole which enjoy a flouriſhing eftate and underſtand 
not this Art, looſe, to their unſpeakable damage, a rare opportunity to 
be mercifil to ſuch as poſlibly in future time may be able to repay what 
they may then need, But Proſperity is always il-beſtowed upon Fools, 
for they preſently grow inſolent, fallly ſuppoſing that they can never 
be unhappy. 

[ have 4 more to ſay," Bathypogon,but only to entreat your favours 
able Sentence for the two Strangers. It were a moſt unmerciful thing to 
» 4 dried Car. condemn * Skeletion,who hath only griev'd you with two much pity; & as 
caſs. unjuft to puniſh © Eyphranor, for doing that which he is forc'd to, for he on- 
CAmerry 4% ],, 12ughs at things which are ridiculous.I think the Plxtocopians might do 

well to reform their Errors,and then they will be ſo happy that their State 
will no longer be a proper ObjeC for Skeletion's Compelion; or, if you 
think it not yet time to grow Wiſe, m:ke a Law that for the future none 
ſhall preſume to laugh at your follies,and then it is likely that Ewphranor 
will obediently depart out of your City. 
4 One who Thus the gentle * 0rthocrizon ended his Advice. But Bathypogon and his 
make; a right Fellow-Citizens Ears were ſo hard ſtopt with the Hopes ot a Feaſt which 
E#jmale: they intended to make with the Money which they ſhould receive for the 
Philoſophers, that Mercurie's Augre would not have been able to bore a 
hole in them. Bathypogon, taking no notice of what Orthocrinon had ſaid, 
pronounc'd the Sentence,and commanded the Crier to proclaim, That if 
any man would buy the Philoſophers,he ſhould have them both for twen- 
ty pounds.No body offering to buy them, Z2thypogon bad the Cryer give 
a years time for the payment of the Money. The Merchants were fo a- 
fraid of their troubleſome Qualities, that they were not Vendible lo : 
Whereupon Bathypogon, by the Advice of his Affiſtants, order'd that they 
ſhould be gone our of the City, and commanded them at their utmoſt 
Peril not to remain within the Gates that Night. 
Orthocrinon having ſeen the fruitleſs event of his Interceſſion, went a- 
way, but expreſs'd fo much Courteſie towards the Philoſophers as to de- 
* F quiet State fire them to go with him to * Exeſto, They accepted of his Invitation ; 
and when they came to his Houſe, (which being a pleaſant Solitude, was 
no improper ſeat for a Philoſopher) they could not but like it. But they 
* 7-anquility, were much more taken with the Chearfulneſs of his Wife * Euthymia, the 
of Mind. ſober Deportment and excellent Knowledg of his Ingenuous Children : 
in ſhort, they bcheld ſuch a diſcreet Order in the appointment of his 
whole Affairs, that they were forc'd to think that Orthocrinon was ſo wile 
and happy, that Ewphranor could not laugh at him, except he eſteem'd it 
Ridiculous that he was a Man; nor Skeletion weep, unleſs it offended 
him that he was not a God, 
* Peace. Here * Irene ended her ſtory, for which ſhe receiv'd many thanks from 
* A dives Urania and her Companions, The time of the day requiriog it, * Theonoe 
NR defired them to walk in toDinner, They were no ſooner come into thePar- 
» 4Heler. 107 which open'd into theGarden,but they were ſurpriz'd with at unexpe- 
» One who deth ted Joy,occaſion'd by the fortunate Arrival of two Gentlemen near a- kin 


a4 «llon#* to Theonoe andirene,call'd* Amynior and *Sympathws,who came to perform 
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a Viſit. This made a great acce{{ton to the Contentments of the whole 
Company 3 and they which brought it,quickly perceived that they them- 
ſelves had encountred a greater Happinels then they expeRed: The plea: 
ſures which are enjoy'd in Company being of that nature,that whoſoever 
contribute to their produGion, ever carry away their Principal with an 
extraordinary Intereſt. The Fathers of theſe two Gentlemen and the Las 
dies maintain'd mutually ſuch an intimate Friend{hip, that they were 
commonly call'd Py/ades and Oreſtes; and their Love was tranſmitted by 

a kind of Hereditary TraduCtion to their Children, and they preſerv'd 

it ſo ioviolably, that their Families after their Death retain'd the Glory 

of their Anceſtours AﬀeCtion. Amyntor and Sympathus were perſons of 
great Wits, advanc'd by Study and Travel,of good Diſcourſe and agree- 
able Humour. 7heonoe perceiving whilſt they were at Dinner, that hex 
Cozens were not altogether ſo chearful as they us'd to be, ask'd them, 
when the Cloth was taken away, what was the Reaſon oftheir unuſual] 
ſadneſs. Amyntor confels'd that they had in their hearts ſome Compaſhan, 
though at this time they would willingly have conceal'd it, for the Death 

of the good King * Anaxagathus, and the poor Prince® Alethion, whoſe * 4 god King. 
Misfortunes were the ruioe of that once flouriſhing Family, This news ,,2** o 
was very unwelcome to © Theonoe and * Irene : however, fiuce it is ſome « 4 divine 
ſatisfation to know the ſtate of our friends, they defired leave of Bentz- 41nd: 
volio and Urania, and the reſt of the good Company,that Amvymior might ks 
be intreated to acquaint them with that which he had heard concerning 

the diſaſtrous Fate of the beſt of Kings 3 and his Son a moſt Illuſtrious 
Prince. Bentivolio and his friends readily accepted theMotion,for they in- 
tended to have made the ſame requeſt,not doubting but ſuch a ſtary muſt 

needs be full of great Accidents. Amy-tor was willing to abey their Com- 

mand, 9nd the rather, becauſe it breaths an inward grief to relate it to 

ſuch as ſympathize with our paſſions, Theoroe led the Company ipto a 

fair Gallery, where when they had diſpas'd. themſelves in convenient 

Seats, he began after this manner. 

The Kingdom of « Theriagene (now well worthy of its Name) was for. * Degenerate 
merly governed by Anaxagathrs, who derived his Empire by Hereditary 7**** 
Right from many Royal Anceſtors,that is,received Soveraign Power with 
all imaginary Advantages. The Antient Root ofa Princely Family is a 
great ſupport to that Veneration which is due from Subjetts to their 
Kiogs;for they cannot but have a Natural Reverence far one whom God, 

Nature and Time, have ſet and confirm'd in Royal Height. This moſt 
excellent way of Succeſſion freed him from thoſe diſafteQions which are 
many times faſtned upon EleCtive Princes by the envy of Ambitious 
Competitors, and the Hatred of ſuch as faQtiquſly appaſe their Choice. 
* Anaxagathur was neither engag'd to gratifie any Party of the People * 4 g10d King? 
for their Votes, nor ow'd any reward to his Souldiers for the help of their 
Swords ; but being born a Prince, was equally acknowledg'd by all ia 
his undoubted Right,and was free to oblige ſuch as he ſhould think fir, 
with unprejudic'd Favours.Upon this Foundation of his Soveraignty the 
Welfare of his Subj<s alſo was ſtrongly ſecured, both as the Intereſts of 
People are molt fate under Monarchy (which is evident ; For fiace the 
greateſt part of the Laws of a Nation do always reſpe& ſuch matters as 
are the contioual Occaſions of Controverſie between Men; every part 
of the People being biaſs'd with divided Intereſt, noge caa be fo fitly 
qualificd for Legiſlators as is the Prince, who having no particular con- 
cernment aims equally at the Common good, )Jand as the Right of Succeſ- 
ſion was intail'd upon his Poſterity, he had oo Latereſt of his Family _ 
E 2 o 
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ded from the publick : a miſchief which can hardly be avoided in EleQive 
Principalities, which being forc'd to take a great care of their Relatives, 
ſince they are not ſure of Succeſſion, do ofren exceed the bounds of juſt 
Moderation in what they delign for themſelves ; and as they frequently 
ſtoop to the uſe of ignoble contrivances to obtain what they defire, ſo 
they make no ſcruple to repeat their Methods for the maintaining and en: 
creaſing of what they have gotten. As Anaxagathws was plac'd far above 
the.Neceſlity of ſuch uoworthyArts by an indubitableTitle,ſfo by aPrince- 
lyTemper of Soul received from hisProgenicors, he was naturally inclin'd 
to an affectionate Regard to his Subjects, being born their Father, 

As he was thus plac'd in his Throne by a DivinePowery,ſo he was accom- 
pliſh'd with all thoſe Princely Virtues which made him moſt worthy to (it 
thereFor he acknowledging his Authority derived from Heaven, princi- 
pally endeavoured to deport himſelf as God's Vicegerent,and was not fo 
careful of any thing as his Honour, from whoſe hand he received his 
Crown;beiog not only Religious in ſhew,to gain Eſtimation with the Peo: 
ple,but really affeting Piety, io hope of the Bleſſing of true Obedience 
which Princes need both for themſelves and their Subje&ts. The Truth of 
this Diſpoſition he made manifeſt both in that he ſhew'd no Countenance 
to thoſe which were openly impious, and ever declar'd an utter abhor- 
rence of Atheiſts,and preferr'd to the moſt Honourable places of his ſer- 
vice ſuch as he thought to be the trueſt Lovers of God. 

As the peaceable entry into the poſſeſſion of his Kingdom freed him 
fromthoſe troubles which have often amus'd the Prudence of Great Em- 
perours; ſo his deep Inſight into the Principles of Government inabled 
him to avoid two dangerous Rocks, upon which many Kingdoms have 
been ſplit, viz. the Ambition of the Potent Gentry, and the Infolent Di- 
ſpoſition of the Sn had Great Natural Parts,and ſo improv'd them 
by Reading; Conſideration and Experience, that he was able to frame a 
quick and ſolid Judgment of any Matter belongiog to his Government, 
He knew that the buſineſs of a Prince is to advance the Proſperity of his 
Subje&s, and to ſecure their Peace againſt the Invaſion of Foreiners ; and 
therefore acquainted himſelf with all things which are neceſſary to be 
known as Means conduciog to thoſe Ends, Particularly with the Nature 
of his Prerogative, the Rights of his People, the Laws of Nations, the 
Strength of other Kingdoms, the Commodities of his Own, the Inclinati- 
ONS of! his ſubje&s, and the Deligus which his Neighbours may probably 
have againſt him. 

He gave a great Demonſtration of the Perſpicacity of his Judgment, 
both in the EleCtion of his Counſellors, (for knowing that Kiogs muſt 
ſee with other mens Eyes, and truſt a conſiderable part of their Afﬀairs 
to the Fidelity of their Miniſters, he made choice of ſuch as were not 
only perſons of Honour, but men of fingular Prudence and unqueſtio- 
nable lotegrity,) and in the Examination of their Advice : for fince' all 
men are fallible, and may ſome time or other, give Counſel with too 
great a reflection upon particular Ends of their own, he would never 
receive any but that which he did clearly perceive to aim direQly at his 
and the Common Intereſt, If after publick Debates he did yet doubc. 
concerning that Opinion to which he inclin'd, he would privately con- 
jure ſome of thoſe who differ'd from him, to tell him freely the Reaſons 
of their Advice; which they would moſt willingly do, knowing that 
Anaxagathw never eſteem'd thoſe his Friends, who out of fear of con- 
tradifting his Ioclination would conceal what they knew concerniog 
his Good, By this means he ſecured himſelf againſt Flatterers, and made 
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the utmoſt Improvement of his Friends Abilities, To his Warineſs in De- 
liberation he added Stedfaſtneſs in his Refolves, and Diligence in the Exe- 
cution of his Purpoſes. : 

In his Carriage he expreſs'd a Majeſtick Gravity,never condeſcending 
to ſuch Actions as import lowneſs of Soul, diminiſh the Veneration of 
Royalty, or expoſe his Perſon to any Contempt : yet he always manife- 
ſted ſo much Serenity and Sweetnels, that he incurr'd no Hatred by the 
moſt ſevere Exerciſe of his Regal Power, Knowing that itis eaſier to pre- 
vent Hatred then to regain Love ; and that Malice cannot be {lighted 
without ſome H:zard, he declin'd avoidable Offences. He ever match'd 
Clemency with Greatneſs of mind, knowing that Mercy ſhewa by one 
that hath great Power doth unſpeakably oblige ; and that ir was never 
any Advantage to a Prince to be hated, which is always the Effect of 
Cruelty. When any Favour was beſtow'd, he ever let the People ſee 
that it proceeded freely from his own Goodneſs; and when Rigour was 
exercisd, which was but ſeldom, they ſaw it was a neceſſary Puniſhment 
of Sins which ought not to be pardon'd, 

There is no Reaſon of juſt Inftamy, for which Princes do ſometimes re- 
ceive a diſhonourable Character in the Book of Fame, which he did not 
well obſerve and carefully avoid. He was very curious of his Converſati- 
on,left it wanted the juſt Ornaments of every Moral Virtue; becauſe he 
knew that Princes cannot hide their Actions,and that it was no aſſurance 
that he had done well, becauſe none durſt reprove him. He was un- 
willing alſo to make an Example againſt the Law, and let his ſubje&s 
ſee that it is was poſlible for fin to be unpuniſhable. He would make 
no uſe of an Arbitrary Power, though his People knew it was their du- 
ty not to refiſt him; neither did he thiok he loſt any thing ofhis Power 
by not doing every thing which he might. Whilſt the Kiog ſtrily 
obſerv'd the eſtabliſh'd Laws, the People learn'd Obedience from 
his Government. His great Care of his Subjets ſafety made them 
perform their Duties with an unſpeakable williogneſs : they eſteem'd 
the King's Riches their Publick Treaſury, and when they pay'd 
their Taxes, acknowledg'd that they gave but-a Little to Genes 
All. 

* Amaxagathw lived alwayes according to the Degree of a Prince: 
yet mavag'd his Expences fo frugally, that they did never exhauſt his Re- 
venue. For this there was great Reaſon : for though Money was not the 
Sinews of his Wars, but rather the Love and Courage of his native Soul- 
diers 3yet he knew they mult be pay'd when they are imploy'd, and that 
with Silver a King may hire men as well as buy Iron with Gold. The 
truth is, he had little cauſe to think of entertaining any foreio Auxilia- 
ries, for he was ſo entirely beloved at home, that he could not but be 
much tear'd abroad. His Subjefts endear'd his Happineſs to themſelves, 
and made their Loyal Aﬀe@ions ſo manifeſt upon all Occaſions, that 
Conſpirators had as much reaſon to expe puniſhment, though they 
ſhould accompliſh miſchief againſt his Perſon, as they are always fearful 
when they deliga it againſt other Princes. It was a ſingular teſtimony of 
the Prudence of Anaxagathus, that he had obtain'd whatever belong'd to 
a Prince's Security, when to the Majeſty of his Perſon, the Defence of 
the Laws the Affrſtance of his Friends,and the Strength of his Guards, he 
added the Univerſal Good-will of his Peopte. Being aſſured of this, he 
ſlighted the vain Strength of chargeable Forts, mainratning only One in 4 
weak place of his Frontiers, and that rather for Pomp then avy Defence 
that he expected trom it. 


Thus 
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Thus did the Good King Anaxagathus live in Glory, contemning that 
poor Honour which ſome weakly endeayour to perpetuate by Statues of 
frail Stonezfor the Everlaſting Image of his Virtues was fram'd in the Souls 
of thoſe which could not think upon him without Admiration. His whole 
Kingdom was his Theatre, and all his People Spectators, applaudiog his 
wiſe and juſt Actions, There was no City 10 his Dominions which did not 
preſerve his Trophies made of Conquer'd Hearts. This was Anaxagathus 
his Happineſs;and indeed what greater Felicity is there then to be able to 
impartProſperity to many others?His diſcreet Subjefts thought themſelves 
happy too, for they ſaw that they enjoy'd what freedom Mortal mea are 
Capable of,and they deſired not that extravagant Liberty which the Igao- 
rant Multitude often talk of, ſometimes rebel for,but never enjoy z ex- 
chavging Obedience and Peace for Sin, War,and then juſt Slavery under 
ſuch as for their own ambitious Ends made them in love with Treaſon. 

Thus the Kingdom flouriſh'd under 4naxagathas, and they had no 
ſmall grounds of Hope that it would never wither ; for as they could not 
enjoy a better King, ſo neither did the King or the People defire a more 
Hopeful Succeſſor then the moſt Excellent Prince ® 4/ethiom, who was 
the only Son of.Araxagathus, I pray you, Colin, faid < Theonoe, with 
the leave of this good Company, fince you are ſo good at Deſcriptions, 
will you give us a ſhort Character of his PerfeCtions ? by this means we 
ſhall not only enjoy the pleaſure of your Wit, but you will alſo detain 
us by a beneficial Delay from the hearing of that at which we are afſu- 
red before-hand that we ſhall be grievd. Though I have reaſon to 
bluſh, replied * Amyntor, at one half of the reaſon which you give 
for your Command, yet I will be obedient in the beſt manner that my 
poor ability will allow. Alethion was a Prince of a lively Complext« 
on, ſprightly Eyes, black Hair, curling naturally in handſome Rings, 
of a ſerene Aſpe@, of a tall Stature, goodly Shape, and Princely Car- 
riage, of an obliging Converſation mix'd with Majeſty. He had a quick 
Wit equall'd with a ſolid Judgment. He ſpake with facility, and deli- 
vered extraordinary Conceptions in moſt clear Expreſſions. Thoſe 
Coonate Notions of Truth, which God hath beſtow'd as a natural Glo- 
ry upon Rational Souls, did ſhige in his bright IntelleGt like fixt Stars, 
unclouded with thoſe il]-ſented fumes of Luſt which darken wicked 
Minds. To this Light he added whatſoever may be gain'd from Experi- 
ence enlarg'd with much conference and great Reading. He had a con- 
ſtant Propenſion of ſtrong Defires to all excellent Artainments, a moſt 
piercing Wit for the finding out of ſuch means as would help to accom: 
pliſh his End, and was unweariedly diligent in the uſe of them. That 
he omitted nothing which would make him Maſter of his Noble Defigos, 
was manifeſt io this, that neither the Avocations of the Court, nor thoſe 
multitudes of Tentations which allure Princes to Pleaſure, but do uſual- 
ly betray them to Ignorance, were able to hinder him from an exa&t 
knowledg of the beſt Arts and Sciences, which made him able to give a 
true Judgment upon avy piece of Learning. 

[t was one of his principal Recreations to diſcourſe with Philoſophers, 
that is,ſuch as he perceiv'd really to have advanc'd the knowledg of God 
and his works,and were alſo perfefted with that Wiſdom which conſiſts in 
a ſincere Belief of what God hath made known by Revelation : for he ac- 
counted it a ſtrange kind of Vanity to pretend an eager deſire to find out 
Truth our Selves, and yet to flight that which God of his Grace hath re- 
veal'd to us for our Direction and Encouragement; that is,to pretend an 
Eſteem for Books,and undervyalue the beſt of Books, the Sacred Bible. The 
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great pleaſure which he found by underſtanving the myſteries of Natural 
Philoſophy, made him very Curious 11 the Contiivance and Uſe of thoſe 
Inſtruments which do further us in that Inquiry,as Teletcopes, Tubes,and 
all other Mechanical Engines. He was very Liberal in allowances which 
are requiſite to make thoſe Experiments upon which true Principles 2c2 
tounded,and by which they are proved, but which Princes only are able 
to be{tow, Generous Nature in requital of theſe Servicesdilcover'd to him 
all her Secrets ; except ſome few which ſhe yet reſolves to conceal from 
Mortal eyes,and intended that in a ſhort time he ſhould be acknowledg'd 
by 2!l the World as the Prince of Philoſophers. 

He made a firm League with all the Virtues, and was true to his en- 
oagement, never betraying any of them to ſcorn in the whole Courſe of 
his Actions. He would often expreſs a pity for the Superſtitious, and 
always declar'd a zealous abhorrence of Hypocriſie. He was the more 
to be admired in his Religion, becauſe as he was a devout worſhipper 
of the Supreme King of Heaven and Earth, fo the Sincerity of his Vir- 
tuous Diſpoſition did not grow upon any Erroneous Principle ; for his 
Regard of God did not ſpring from Ignorance or panick Fear, thoſe 
contemptible Foundatioos upon which lograteful Atheiſts bottom Reli- 
gion, but froma clear Knowledg and true Love of that which is beſt. 
He was the Paragon of Temperance, and Chaſt to an Example, He 
had ſuch a Generous Soul, that he could not only forgive an injury, 
but forget that he was wrong'd ; eſteemiang them very ordinary Chi- 
rurgions which cannot heal a wound without a Scar. By his praRtice 
he made others learn this true and noble fort of Revenge. He had an 
unfeigned Love of Truth, and would rather endure any Inconveni- 
ence then break his Work, and loſe any Deſign which he could not gain 
but with the blemiſh of his Honour, He had ax incomparable Forti- 
tude, whereof he gave infinite proofs, and did uſually forget himſelf 
to be a Prince when his Friends ſtood in need of his Courage. He had 
a Prudence which taught him to make uſe of every thing that was an 
Advantage to any important Bulineſs, and this he attain'd by much Ex- 
erciſe. At Home 1n times of Peace, when the moſt excellent Souldi: 
ers have little to do, he would walk in the Field with them, and dif- 
courſe concerning Military Afﬀeairs, make them train their men, repre- 
ſent ſerious War in jocular Skirmiſhes 3 and having view'd divers forts 
of Ground; ask Queſtions proportionable to their diverſity of Situation; 
ſuch as theſe: If an enewy (would he ſay) had not minded the Advan- 
tage of that Hill, How might we gain it ? Or if he poſleſs'd it, and we were 
plac'd in the lower Ground, how ſhould we aflault him ? Ifhe worſted 
us, . by what means might we be able to retreat in order ? If we had the 
better of him, how might we make the beft improvement of the Victo- 
ry in a purſuit > From ſuch Inſtances going on to other Chances which 
happen ,jin War, he made Demands, receiv'd their Anſwers, and replied. 
By this meas he attain'd ſuch a clear fore-fight in Martial Afairs, that 
nv caſe could ealily fall out for which he had not 8 Remedy provided. 
[ have heard ſome, which have had the happineſs to know him familiar- 
ly, fay, that of his own Country he had drawn ſuch an exat Map in 
his Mind, that he could talk diſtin&ly of all In-land places of Strength, 
and knew his feveral Ports, convenient Rodes, dangerous Shelves, 
and uſcful Faſtneſles upon the Sea-Coaſts, as well as if he had dwelt in 
every place. 

He had one happineſs which Perſons of his Quality donot frequently 
enjoy; For Travelling [ncognito, he ſaw the Courts and Camps ot many 
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Princes, where he had the opportunity to obſerve the beſt Actions, and 
allo to perform ſome which made his Worth ſhine through his Diſguiſe. 
This made him admir'd in moſt places where he ſojournd,and he return'd 
home iorich'd wfth variety of Experiments from them all, 

Before the Neceflity of any aQtual Adventure, he form'd his Reſolu- 
tions according to ſuch Rules as wiſe Perſons had compos'd for all caſes 
in Speculation z and coming to encounter ailtaſters at Sea and Land, he 
gaveſuch Proofs of his Conftancy, that it was viſible to all which knew 
him, that Chance had no power over his Virtue ; and that the fixt Tem- 
per of his great Soul did not rife and fall according to the weather. glaſs 
of external Accidents, He had ſuch an undaunted Preſentneſs of a pre» 
pared Mind, that when he was affronted with any ſudden alteration of 
Fortune, without any Conſultation how he might make an eſcape, he 
would immediately ſtand upon his Defence. When he engag'd in any 
Enterpriſe which concerned the Kiog's ſervice againſt his Enemies, they 
made but a ſmall account of the Advantage, if in any thing they had the 
better of him ; for they knew he would ſoon repair it at their Coſt : and 
when they were put to a Loſs, though they knew he always purſued his 
Victory, yet they were not much dejeced ; fof they were ſure that no 
ſucceſs did ever make him loſolent. 

The Kiog his Father having perceived by a ſhort Experience that his 
Son was made up of all thoſe Accompliſhments that he had put into his 
Prayers for him, taking notice that it was a hard task to determine whe- 
ther his Body or Soul had the Advantage in thoſe Gifts which were di- 
ſtindly proper to them ; and having obſerv'd that he was able to give as 
good Advice, and manage what was determin'd, with as much Prudence 
as any of his Senators, he made him one of his intimate Councel ; and ſee- 
ing that his Souldiers received not only Diſcipline” but Example from his 
Matchleſs Valour, he made him General of his Armies. 

The People were inamoured with his PerfeCtions, and never look'd 
upon him but as the Glorious Mirror of all Princely Graces, Their Happi- 
neſs being full tothe top in * Anaxagathns, they thought it muſt needs 
run over in * Alethion, They could not look at the Father as a ſetting Sun, 
whilſt they ſcem'd to ſee him riſe and ſhine more gloriouſly ioſuch an 
Heir. Their honeſt Hopes were not il|-grounded, though the Prince's Ex: 
cellencies had not the ſame effects in the Kings Mind which they had in 
the People's. Yet thoſe were not their Natural Products,but oblique Re: 
ſentments caus'd by fioiſter Repreſentations made by a Coſin of Alethion, 
whoſe name was © Antithens.He envying the Prince becauſe he was ſo juſt- 
ly Great,brought the King into ſuſpicion that he aym'd by indire& Means 
to be unjuſtly Greater. The Exceſs of Virtue in Alethion upbraided him 
with his own Defets, and the Imbecillity of his Malicious Wir could de- 
viſe no other way to be reveog'd, but by endeavouring to make the 
Kiog believe that his Son valued thoſe Excellencies which were taken 
notice of in him oply as things which made his Father Leſs. 4»tith-us had a 
Nature uoſpeakably Ambitious, and that made him diſcontented with his 
condition in the Court, though it was much too good for ſo unworthy a 
Perſon, He fancied that there was po Happineſs in the World but to 
ſee ſwarms of officious People preſs about him, and await his pleaſure 
with uncovered heads. He deſpisd the, beſt Eſtate of Subjects as a 
gilded Slavery, and eſteem'd it Poverty of Spirit to be williog to be 
govern'd ; aud had entertain'd ſuch falſe Principles tro accomodate his 
proud Humour, that he made no queftion but it was his Right not to 0- 
bey any lopger then till he could get power to Command, & ny 
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that no Method was uniawtul by which he could make himſelf Supremy. 


This Temper carried a!ong with it a Maitcivii, Envy againſt his Equals, 
and poſi:f'd him with an h:bitual Malignity «gainſt his Superiors. He 
made account that he had but two corſiderable Impediments in his way; 
(tur other matters h« thuught he ſhould eafily diſlipate with a puff of his 
Breath) and thoſe were the King, becauſe he was in the preſent Policfli- 
on of Royaley, 311 the Priace : and this latter troubled him moſt, both 
becauſe Ie had 3 {fr ong Antipathy againft his Heroical Soul ; and becauſe 
he knew that though the Ring were dead, yet he would ſurvive in the 
Prince : fo that h« could never look at the flouriſhing ſtate of * Alerhior, 
but as that diſmal Coffin in which he himſelt was buried alive. 

In thoſe Intervals of Reflexion which torce themſelves into the 
thoughts of great Sinners, he would ſometimes fy to his friends, But 
what is this which 1 attempt ? How can I forget my Uncle ?Why ſhould ! 
injure my Colic? I muſt trample upon Fealty, abandon Gratitude,delpiſe 
nearneſs of Blood, banith all reſpects of Piety out of my Mind, and ſup- 
preſs the pains which my Conſcience makes me fee]. Theſe troubleſome 
Conſiderations, and the various Difficulties which he was to incounter, 
gave mighty checks to his Hopes: yet he had fuch unſatiable deſires to 

o forward, that he reſolved to try all Poſſibilities, and either to accom- 
pliſh his D<ſigo, or periſh more contentedly in the attempt : Hoping 
withall that if he could not riſe to the Height at which he aim'd, yet he 
ſhould make the Prince fall with him ; and imagin'd fooliſhly that if Suc: 
ceſs did anſwer his Expectations, he ſhould be able to hide his Sins under 
the Proſperity which he ſhould then enjoy, and obtain pardon tor his 
bold Wickedneſs by a Title which whilſt he poſleſs'd none durſt deny to 
be good. He had divers Friends which not oply knew his Temper, but 
having peculiar Diſcontents of their own were diſaffefted towards the 
preſent S'ate of Afﬀairs, which they wiſh'd altered, in hopes to riſe pro- 
portionably to the Advancement of their Patron; and they promis'd 
themſelves a more probable Succeſs, becauſe * Antithens was the next 
Heir but one to the Crown. 

Antithews found no means fo fit for his purpoſe as to implant a deep 
ſuſpicion in the King's thoughts againſt the Prince.* Anaxagathws having 
a fearful Nature, his Mind was 3 foil too fit for Jealouſie, and Antitheus 
doubted not but he ſhould be able to make it grow, whilſt he and his 
Accomplices nouriſh'd it with much Artifice, and that in time it would 
bring forth the truit which he defired. The more he conſidered, the more 
difficult he found his task : for the Prince managed his Command with 
ſuch prudent lnnocence,that Artitheus had nothing but miſconſtrued Vir- 
rue to form into an Accuſation ; and the King having great AﬀeRions for 
the Prince, it was not cafie to make a Father ceaſe to love ſuch a Son, 
who by his Excellencies attracted the Love of all men. This forc'd An» 
tithens to ule his Wits to prepare matter for the Prince's Ruin, and his 
patience to await ſome Jucky ſeaſon when he might throw a ſpark into 
itto blow it up, and yet ſo undiſcernedly, that none ſhould be able to 
ſay from what hand it came : Knowing that bold Falſhood cannot on- 
ly impoſe upon ſhallow Judgments or weaker Courage, but upon Wiſe 
men too, it the opportunity be watch'd wherein they alſo will be weak. 
That his Intentions might nct be kaown, he hid them under a deport- 
ment full of civilities tgwards the Prince, and took all occafions to 
give him humble reſpect, eſpecially in the King's preſence ; but by 
his Agents he ſecretly undermin'd the King's affe@ions to his Son, 
and wif-reporting his Defigns with many falſe ſurmiſes, he &:.deavour- 
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Irath, which could not but be capable of diffcrent Cunttiuctio's :- It b-jng a 
hard matter for a Perſon of his Quality and Employ ment f{ to G--p« 18 
himſcif in the concurrence of vartuus Circumſtances, tht ons which vb- 
(crvcs him with a malictous Eye,ſhall nut be able to make a (iifter Inter- 
pretation of a molt fincere Intention. 

d 4 werſhipper b Theoſevins the King of © Theoprepia. being Invaded by the 4 Theroma: 

jag wa ckians,had ſent to © Anaxagathns to defire his affiitance; Anaxagathus re» 

ern ſcnted his Condition, and tent the young Prince Alethion to his relief, 

—_ who perform's many admirable Actions, and in particular reſcu'd the 

pp King, Perſon of Theoſebins when he was inclos'd in a Troop of Theromachians, 
and ſo encourag'd his Souldiers by his Example, that the Theromachians 
were all kill'd ur taken. He (tay'd a while in Theopr-pia ; and though he 
r=turi*d Victorious, it was mutter'd againſt him, that whilſt he was ab- 
ſent with the Army, he carefs'd the Souldiers with extraordinary Fas 
vours, expreſs'd more then uſual civility in his werds and carriage; and 
that they not only obliged with his Bounty, bur icfinitely taken with a 
prudent Courage of which he had given moſt ſignal proofs in the Con- 
duct ofthe Fight, cried him up with ſuch words as are only fit to be given 
to Emperours. This was ſuggeſted to make the King believe that his Son 
was iofinitely Ambitious, to make him ſuſpeCt his Loyalty, and look upon 
him as one that thirſted after the Government. The Diſturbance which 4- 
raxagathus receiv'd from theſe Reports was muchencreas'd by the Peo: 
ples Acclamations, which he fancied as Ecchoes to the Voice of the Army: 
For they extollivg the Perſon and ACtions of Alethion,beſtow'd upon him 
the greateſt Praiſcs and (ignifications of higheſt Admiration as he paſs*d 
along the Streets; and as they came near to the Palace, the King took no- 
tice of all that was done from a Balcony. 

a A good King. 

b 4Loverof thought himſ=}f miſerable when he was only too Happy, like thoſe who 

—_ are blinded with over-much Light ; whilſt * Alethion was in danger of an 
Eclipſe, becauſe he ſhin'd too bright : So the Athenians beftow'd Oſtra- 
ciſms uponthofe which were too Virtuous, The King had but a few Ho- 
lidays after this ſight, for he entertained a tormentiog paſſion which con- 
tinually gnaw'd his heart and turi'd every the mult innocent Acci- 
dent into a moſt corroſive nouriſhment for it ſelf, Ina ſhort time the 
Venemous Afﬀecion ſhew'd its power in very malignant Eff-&s : for the 
King, without any Cauſe known to the Prince, would expreſs himſeIfin 
ſuch rough Language,and accompapy it with ſuch unpleafing Looks, that 
Alethion could not but perceive that . his Father was abus'd with untruc 
ſurmiſes. This did affi&t the Princezyet he having a great Soul,and that for- 

tified witha ſpotleſs Virtue,diſſembled his Griet, entertain'd Patience, till 
God and Time ſhould cure his Fathet's miſtakes. Amnaxagathns to dif. 

: An Atlei8, charge the trouble of his Doubts, unhappily reveal'd his mind to © Ar- 
titheus, who beipg too well vers'd in the Art of Diſſimul»tjon, pre- 
tended a great belief of the Prince's Loyalty; and though he con- 
fcſs'd that he had heard things which were moſt extremely diſhoncu- 
rable, if they were true, yet he advis'd the King to repute them, 25s he 
himſelf did, falſe; adding that a ſhort time would probably give 
a clear Reſolution of that which was at preſent doubtful. The 
King left it ſo at that time, and Antithens went no further in his Diſcourſe, 

\ becauſe though he ſaw a ſtrong Jealouſie kindled in the King's Breaſt, 
yet he was unwilling to blow itupinto an open flame. fearing that for 
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want of ſufficient Fewel it would be extirg1th'd without dotng that mil- 

chief which he intended tothe Prince. Whereupon having enter d into 
conſultation with © Dogmapernes his Friend, and one that loved not the * The opinion of 
Prince, they reſolved upon a new Device; and that was to write a Letter + Wor ſbivpe 
in Alethion's Name, and direCt it to © Theo/ebiws the Prince of * Theoprepia, of Ged. 
whoſe matter ſhould be form'd to advance the ſuſpicion of Anaxagaths, 77 Powe 
and put him upon ſome ſuch Aion which they might uſe for a fair latro- 
duction to their main Deſign. 

* Alethion had not only made a common Amity with * Theoſebivs, but : 4 Lover of 
contradted ſuch an intimate Friendſhip with him, that they were oo leſs 7%. t. 
dear to each other then to themſclves; and both to teſtifie and preſerve »f 04, © 
their AﬀeCtion, kept 2 conſtant Correſpondence. It happen'd alſo that 
Aletbion, during his [tay at Phrone/ium, had entertain'd a great Aﬀection 
for the Princeſs © Agape, the Siſter of Theoſebizs, The knowledg of theſe * ri. 
Accidents was but too ſubſervient to * Dogmapornes, for he had a faculty Marne A 
of forming any Characters which he had ſeen before. ln confidence of pinions fir on!y 
this Art he undertook, to imitate the Prince's hand fo exafly, that he _ 
ſhould not be able to know it from his own. He had an Acquaintance « 2 Crafiy #et- 
with one call'd © Panurgus, who was well known to * Sjopelns, Alethion's !%- : 
Secretary, Him they order'd to viſit Siopelus, and to watch an oppor- ,,14,; proce 
tunity, when he found the Secretary engag'd in earneſt buſineſs, to fix 
the Prince's Seal to the Letter, and then pretend that he found the Letter 
by chance, and give it to Dogmapornes when he ſhould ſee him with the 
King, unto whom Dogmapornes was to preſent it, The words carried 
this ſenſe, 


Moſt Illuſtrious Prince T heoſebius, 


HE Love which unites our hearts, hath made it impoſſible that 1 ſhould 

not be always Tours. The truth upon which our Friendſhip is founded, 
will not permit any Condition to make a diminution of our Aﬀettions, If it 
were n10t a Reſervedneſs unbecoming our Relation, I would not give you the 
trouble of knowing my preſent Stgte, Tam afflicted by my Father to gratifie 
his Enemies, who have wickedly brought him into an unjuſt ſuſpicion of my 
Loyalily. It doth ſomething aitoniſh me to find my ſelf a Grief to him whoſe 
Foyes 1 would redeem with the liſs of whatſoever is dear unto me. Although 1 
am more apprehen/ive for hi: diſturbance, then for any miſchief which it may 
polſebly work to me ;, yet 1 am not (0 out of Charity with my Innocence, as 10 
abandon it careleſly to undeſerved Ruine. I kope I have diſcovered the 
Ground upon which my danger is built ; ' and when 1 ſhall have ſprung a Mine 
which 1 have lay'd under it, 1 doubt not but that which now threatens me 
will be torn up by the Roots, At preſent Ineed nothing but your Prayers, 4s 
occaſion ſerves you ſhall hear further from, 


Your moſt affetionate and faithful Lover, 


*ALETHION. 1 4 Lover of 


Truth. 
The next day the King took ® Antithens into the Garden to talk with © 4 
him concerning the former buſineſs, which was never out of his thoughts, 
and ask'd him if he had yet receiv'd any further notice of Alethion's De- 
figas No,replied Aniitheus,only they ſay the Prince was much out of Hu: 
Ef mou 
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mour yelſternight,refus'd to eat, and entertain'd fone of his Aflociates in 
private diſcourſe; and as he diſmiſs'd them, which was very late,one over: 
heard him ſay, Iwil, I will, for it is intolerable for a Prince to beſousr'd + 1 
will rather die then be deſpis'd, The King turning haſtily about, advanc'd 
but a few ſteps in the walk which led towards the Houſe, before he 
© The opinion of aw © Dogmapornes with two more of his Coufederates coming- towards 
s Whore. him. Dogmapornes perceiving by the King's Countenance that he was 
exceedingly incens'd, craved his Majzſtic's pardon, alledging that he 
ſhould not have preſumed to have invaded his Privacy, but that his fer- 
© 4 worſhipper vant having found a Letter in the Street direGted to * Theoſebins the 
Prince of. Theoprepia, he thought it was his duty to brivg ir tothe King, 
© 4 goed King. © Anaxagathns oblerving it was ſeal'd with the Prince's Arms, was much 
troubled, eſpecia)ly having open'd it he found it written with his hand, 
as he thought, and ſaw his Name ſubſcribed to it. When he had read it, 
ſuppoſing he underſtood what it meant by the Comments which he 
had receiv'd before hand, he ſeem'd to be rapt into an aſtoniſhment, 
and after a while broke through his ſilence with Expreſſions which fig- 
nified ao iofioite Anguiſh. His words were ſuch as theſe : 0 Lord / how 
feeble a thing is Humane Felicity ? That flattering Gl:ſs in which we pleaſing- 
ly view the beautiful Image of Happineſs may be made bright, but there is no 
Power which can ſecure it from breaking. Our Heights are but Precipices, we 
cannot fiand upon their Tops without Fear, and the hizher they are rai''d, the 
more irrecoverable is our Fall, How vain is1he Truit which is r1por'd in 
Mortal men, when the beſt Aſſurances of Humane Faith are only fairer Marks 
of Perfidionſneſs ? O the fooliſh Boaits of proud Artiſts | How mean and uſe- 
x are thoſe Inventions for which they pretend to have merited Immortal 
thanks and Glory from Mankind, unto which they have, notwithitanding 
their Brags, doneſo little good, that they have left us unprovided of Supplies 
for our greateſt Neceſſities £ They can try Gold and Silver, and diſcover Coun- 
zerfeir Jewels, and make a Judgment upon ſuch like Trifles, but they are igno- 
rant in that which ſhould reſolve our mors concerning Doubts, Which of thers 
hath found out a Touch flone for Fidelity It is a poor Art which can neither 
make men good, nor teach us to know thoſe which are bad. For want of this 
Skill (and he ſpoke true, though with a wrong Application) we are apt to 
give Credit 10 thoſe which endeavour to betray us, and many times doubt when 
we have thegreateſt reaſon, did we but know it, tobe aſjured. 
I do not now begin to be acquainted with that Mutability which domineers 
in this lower World; but it aſtoniſheth my ſoul to experiment new miſchief 
from (ſuch an unexpeGed Infirument. Sure my Son doth think that God to 
be dead who made the Laws which injoyn Obedience to Children, and Loyal- 
#y to Subjefs, and imagines vainly that ſome Devil Reigns in his flead, who 
. regards not ſuch things, But how can T believe Alethion to be ſo impions £ 
He hath acknowledg'd a Divine Authority by his long Obedience. It maybe, 
for all that, ſame violent Storm of evil Imoginations hath overcome his Virs 
tue. Who could have dream'd that any thoughts [o wickedly potent could 
find Harbour in the Minds of the now- Apoſtate Angels, as to make them ſal! 
at once from their Allegiance and Heaven £ As 1 amgriev d for thy ſin, ſo 1 
pity thy folly, Alethion. Doi thou impotently long fir a Crown ? Ah! thou 
doſt not know how oft my Head hath been wearied withit, Doſt thou think 
it ſuch a glorious Pleaſure to govern others £ A'as ! Thou art Ignorant that 
the greateſt Prince is but a Royal Slavezand doth perpetually ſerve thoſe whon: 
he commands, and is conſtantly rewarded with Fears and Fealouſtes ſo preat, 
that no private perſon is capable of thrm. O poor Princes | Happy indeed if 
they eſtimate their eſtate by the opinion of oibers 5 but nhen they jude by what 


they 
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they feel, they cannot find it fo. Crowns and $ cepters, Purple Robes and 11! 
the other pompous Circumitances of Majeity are ever /o much greater then the 
Subſtance, that Kings find themſelves Men flall, and that notwithſtanding all 
thoſe bright Glories which make their Out-ſide ſhine to the 1uzling of the Behol- 
ders Eyes, it doth often lowre and rain within. Ignorant people would ſoon ſee 
that they bave little cauſe to grudge their Obedience, if they di1 but know what 
it is to endnre the troubleſome Care of Princes. 

Here * Anaxagathus changing his Tone, delivered words with a more * 4 good King. 
p3ſ{ionate Air, and added, But all this 1 could bear, being but a common Lot " 4 Lover 0) 
incident to all Princely Fortunes : but that my Son, but that ® Alethion ſhould _ 
endeavour to aſcend the Throne by my Fall it is intollerable.If wickedneſs grow 
according to this preportion, it wall be impoſſible that the world ſhould ſubſiſt. 

God muſt provide ſome other Earth, anditranſport good men thither , for this 
will beſo over«ſpread with Violence, that they will not be able t» find any quiet 
Habitation in it. | 

When © Antitheus perceiv'd that the King had made a Pauſe, know: <9, Atein; 
ing that it was his time to ſtrike whilſt the Iroo was ſo hot, he prayed the | 
King to retire to his own Prudence, and rather wiſely to thipk what he 
ought to do himſelf for the defence of his Intereſt, then to complain fo 
paſſionately of what was delign'd againſt it by others, and ſeafonably 
toſtop that which was ill begun from taking any further Effet, What 
then ſhould I do ? ſaid Anaxagathns. You may (replied Antithens) im: 
mediately ſecure Alethion in one of your Caſtles remote from the City, 
by which means you will diſcourage his Accomplices, and gain time 
without danger to ſearch to the bottom of his Deſign. The King ap- 
proved his Advice, and gave charge to « Dogmmapornes to carry Alethi- « rhe opinion of 
on to the Caſtle which was under his Command. Dogmapornes not a © Where. } 
little glad that their Plot had taken ſo far, made haſte, and with a ſele& 

Guard of his friends march'd preſently to the Prince's Palace, and ha- 
ving ſecured the Avenues of the Houſe, went in to deliver his Meſſage, 
with a countenance which did more become ſome friend who reſented 
the Prince's Condition, then him that was the principal cauſe of his Afﬀi- 

tion. When he had told the Prince that it was the King's pleaſure that 
he ſhould prepare himſelf to go to that Caſtle whereof he call'd himſelf 
at that time the unhappy Governour ; the Prince bejog of a Magoani- 
mous Temper, and taught by Prudence to receive without Amazement 
. the moſt unexpefted Events, ask'd Dogmapirnes what time was allow'd 
for preparation. You mult be gone preſently, anſwered Dogmapornes, 

But may I not ſee my Father firſt? ſaid the Prince, No, replied Dog- 

mapornes, the King is much incens'd, and charg'd me uponmy Life to ſee 

his Command anſwer'd with preſent Obedience, I will perform it by 

God's help, ſaid the Prince 3 for how much ſoever he is miſtaken 10 the 

Cauſe of his Anger, I will embrace the Effects of it with Patience z add» 
ing, But, Dogmapornes, do you not gueſs the occaſion of this ſudden 
Order? No, faid Dogmapornes ; for being haſtily ſent upon this unac- 
ceptable Errand, Ioenly heard ſome of thoſe which ſtood by talk of a 
Letter, which being intercepted reveal'd ſomething of a Deſign againſt 
the King, in which I ſippoſe that they imagined that you are intereſs'd. 
Though the Prince could not divine what they meant by the Letter, yet 
he ſaw plainly chat ſome had abus'd the King, and did endeavourt o 
ruine himſelf ; whereupon his thoughts concerning this Attair gave them- 
ſelves breath in theſe words : Proud Error ! Will no other lodging ſerve thee 
but the Ryeaſts of King? I: it not Viftory enough to abuſe all the inferior IVorld 


with miſt ike; gJunl t [s thou oft al/o /hew the malicious power of Triumphant Lies 
in 


—_— ro. 
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2 A Lover of 
Truth. 

» 4 Hater of 
Fal/bood, 


CD, 


in the Kuine of Innocent Princes £ How hard is it for Kings not to be deceived 
who are forc'd to [ee with other mens Eyes, or to uſe ſuch colours Spefacles as 
they are pleas'd to provide for them, who never meant that they ſhould have a 
true foght of things £ Modeſt Truth, which is always Generous, and had ra- 
ther be baniſh'd thex intrude where ſhe is ſure not to be welcome. doth ſo rarely 
appear in Courts, that Princes are fain 10 diſ;uiſe themſelves ſometimes to get 
into her Company. Flatterers are (o unhappily cunning, that they can make 
Faiſhoods paſs currently for Truth, and repreſent Truth ſo diſaduvantageonſly 
that it is disbeliev'd, and make honeſt men di[-favoured as the Prince's Ene- 
mies, It were happy for my Father, if thoſe which attend his Perſon lov'd his 
Intereſt : but I am afraid he is inviron'd with Sycophants, and that thoſe - 
which wiſh him well dare not ſave him from the prejudice of Miſinformation, 
leſt they looſe themſelves in the plauſibility of Faſhood, 

1 have great reaſon to be ſorry for my F ather's Misfortunes : Though mine 
own Affiiction be great, Tſhould eaſily ſlight it, if 1 did not foreſee that my 
Ruine is made a Prelude to his DeſtruGion. O ſubtile Malice ! Dijt thou take 
away the Son & a Traitor, who is the only Bulwark which my Father hath left 
againſt treaſonable Attempts © Isit polſble my Father ſhou!d think me /o foo- 
liſhly wicked as to endeavour to ſteal that which would be my own after a 
ſhort time; and which I had rather want for ever, then blait the Glory of a 
lawful poſſeſſzon by uſing the leaſt indire@® mean: to attain it £ Is Anaxaga- 
thus grown ſo ſiravgely credulous, that a Counterfeit Letter is a better Teſtimo- 
»y then ſo many years Experience £ Did not Phadra write an Epiſtle againit 
Hyppolitus, and then hang ber ſelf £ but did that make him guilty of any ſin 
againſt his Father Theſeus ? 

But it is to no purpoſe to make Apologies, when the Judge willgive no Audi- 
ence. 1 could heartily wilh that my F ather may in ſome reaſonable time be ſofar 
diſabus'd, as not to love Virtut-leſs for my ſake, nor for me for falje Reports, 
But I am afraid left this black cloud, which appears now over my Head, will ere 
long diſcharge a ftorm upon our Family. It is t00 plain a ſymptom that a King- 
dom is not far from DeſtruGion.when the Methods of its ſafety are confounded 
with perver(e Counſels, This fatal Imprudenoe doth too commonly attend thoſe 
who are deſtin'd to Ruine ; when adverſe Fortune hath begun to affli® them, 
they u/e contrary Medicines, or delay to applyfit Remedies to their Diſtempers 
till they be grown igcurable. : 

The Prince haviog finiſh'd this ſhort RefleCtion, told Dogmaporwes that 
he was ready to go along with him, Dogwapornes conducted him a pri-. 
vate. way through the Grove which adjoyn'd to the Princes Palace, for 
fear of tumults, However he could not carry the matter ſq privately, « 
but that the City and Army had notice of it, Moſt of them retaining 
their former Good-will to the Prince, were ready to make an InfurreQi- 
on for his Deliverance, faying as they went up and down that the Prince 
was betray'd, Thoſe which were of Antithews his party oppos'd them, 
and- ask'd them if they would rebel : adding, that nothing was done 
to * Alethion but by the Kiog's order, Hereupon * Miſopſendes, a prudent 
Senator, and one of the Prince's friends, fearing that the Mutiny of the 
Army would turn to Alethion's prejudice, told them, that as there was 
no doubt of the Prince's Innocence, ſo he made no queſtion but that he 
would be ſpeedily freed from his Impriſonment ; and, to quiet this Hu- 
mour, he added, that nothing could more confirm the ſuſpicion which 
was already entertain'd concerning the Prince's guilt, then in a Rebelli- 
ous way to attempt his Vindication. Havipg thus appeaſed the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm, he returned to the King to intercede for the Prince, 


When he was come to the Court, he found them all ſurpriz'd with an un- 


couth 
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com! Acc dert : for an oid Servant of the King's, who had ever a moſt 
p.{iiunare ati Ction for the Prince,haviog tor a long time kept his bed by 
reaton of a dead Palley being rold by the Boy that attended him that 4- 
letkion was ſeit to Prifop,the uld man amaz d into a kind of recovery ſtar- 
ted up,and by the help of his boy haviog got out of his Bed,and put on a 
Night-gown, and ſupporting his teeble Body with a pair of Crutches, 
wcut out of his Chamber,cryiog, Oh my dear Maſter / my dear Maſter ! 
When he came to the King's Preſence, he cryed out, O my Lord, do not 
believe any Reports againſt the Prince, lt there were never ſo many 
Letters and Hands and Seals, Alethion is Innocent : and the Tears run- 
ning down his cheeks, he added, Sir, you are abus'd, you are abus d, 
The King, vex'd with this unexpected Accident,commanded his ſervants 
to take away thit Impertinent Fellow, There is no need of that, ſaid the 
Paralitick, | will b2 gone of my own accord : grant me your Pardon for 
this offence, for I will never trouble you more : but let me tell you that 
you will repent of the Prince's Impriſonment. When he had faid this he 
returned to his bed, and died immediately, The King laid nothing : but 
thoſe which ſtood by perceived that he was extremely troubled, and, as 
they gueh'd, look'd upon this interpoſition as an ill Omen; for it was 
known that the old mau for many moneths was not able to (tirin his bed 
but as he was moved by others, 


— 
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* Miſopſendes, * Philalethes, aud ſome other of the Prince's Friends,took « , yas o 


an occaſion from this Accident to ſpeak in Alethion's behalf, and defired # 
him not to make any peremptory concluſion in his mind concerniog the ,, 


Prince's Diſloyalty : adding, that though Letters were found, yet poſli- 
bly the Prince might not write them 3 meationing alſo the great Grief 
which the King's Subjects had conceived for the Prince's Reſtraint z and 
ended with intreaties which they made to the King to give his Son leave 
to come to him, that ſo he might have an opportunity to clear himſelt 
from his Accuſations. What? replied the King, do not I know my Son's 
Hand and Seal? Shall I not beiteve my own Eyes? Shall I not truſt my 
own Judgment, when I ice {o much caule to doubt the fidelity of fuch as 
have the leaſt reaſon in the world to be unfaithful 2 Do you tell me of the 
peoples Aﬀections ? then it ſeems my Son hath engaged them again(t me; 


alſhecd. 
b 4 Lover of 
uth, 


but [ will cake care that he ſhall not head their Rebellion, © Anaxagathus © 4 good King, 


was fo far from accepting their Mediation, that ſuſpeCting they were con- 
ſcious of ſome Deſign, he commanded them to be arreſted and commit- 


ted priſoners to their lodgings inthe City,but by the advice of © Amtithe: © 4» 4thei. 


us, who feared they might cauſe ſome diſturbance, he ſent them into the 
Country, and confin'd them to their Houſes, charging them not to retura 
to Court without leave upon pain of Death. 


Within four days © Dogmapornes came back, having ſecured the Prince © 7% opinion/of 
under the Cuſtody of * Aproneas his Licutenant. The next morning after om he. 
his Retura one of his Souldiers brought news that the Prince, impatient of ies God's Pro 


his Priſon, had diſmiſs'd himſelf from that and his Life both at once, by vidence. 


throwing himſeit from the top of a high Tower into the River which ran 
by the Caſtle. This Report was brought according to an agreement made 
between Antithews 2nd Dopmapornes,tor they durlt not immediately mur- 
der the Prince, f-aring the King's mind might change. Though the news 
was filſ-,they looked upon it as ſerviceable to their Purpoſe, which was, 
as ſoon as they could, to deitroy the King 3 and having done thatyto uſe 
this report 25 a fair colour for that which they meant to do next. For they 
re{)!ved then privately to do that themſelves which they now athrmed 
the Pciace to have done, and fo make one Sin a Diſguiſe for —— 
When 


49 Wentivolis and Urania. Book V.. 


> ——— _——— — - 


| — 


When this pews came to the King's Ears, 1t 1s ealie to 1imagiue what 
grief it convey 'd to his already-diſtreſſed Heart 3 but the affliction was 
iofivicely encreasd by an Accident which happened an hour or two be- 
fore the Meſlepger came : For Sagax the Captain of the Prince's Guard, 
deeply reſenting his Msſter's Condition, neglected no diligence in en- 
deavouring of his Deliverance ;z and koowing that the Letter alledg'd as 
his Crime was a Forgery, he thought he could not take a better courſe 
then to employ his pains in the diſcovery of him that contriv'd this En: 
give, Whilſt he was adviſing with his thoughts how he might accom: 
pliſh this, one that was an under-Clerk to the Prince's Secretary came to 
him,and expreſſing the ſame affection which Sagax had for their common 

« 4 Crafty xt. Maſter, he told him that he believed one * Panurgus had a hand in the 

low. framing of this Letter, and that he ſaw him one day, when the Secretary 
was in earneſt diſcourſe with ſome Gentlemen which came to him from 
the King, put the Princes Seal to a Letter; and when he ask'd Parurgus 
what he did, he replied, that he ooly ſea!'d a Commmiſſion, which the 
Secretary had defired him to do, becauſe it requir'd haſte. The Captain 
of the Guard having heard this ſtory, ask'd him if he would depoſe what 
he had ſaid, before the King, Yes, ſaid he, with all my heart. When the 
King heard this, he ſent for Panurgus, and cauſed him to be examin'd be. 
fore him; and being ask'd what the Commiſſion was which he ſealed at 
the Secretaries deſire, he denied that ever he ſealed any : The Secretaries 
Clerk atteſted that he did, and offer'd his Oath to coofirm the truth of 

» 4Lover of What he ſaid. The King's Anger beginning to relent towards? Aletbion 

Trath, he commanded Parurgss to be rackd. When he had felt ſome ſharp 
Torment, he confeſs'd the Truth. Being ask'd who employ'd him in that 
wicked enterprize, he anſwered, he undertook it for ſuch Reaſons as 
pleaſed him: adding, that fince he had acknowledged his own fault, 
they might give him what puniſhment they thought good 3 but that he 
was reſolved to ſuffer without endangering others. The Kiog having 
notice of his words, promiſed him Pardon: if he would difcover thoſe 
which had encourg'd him to this wickedneſs. He anſwered deſperate- 
ly, that he deſired not to be pardoned for that which he had done, and 
was ſo far from repenting of it, that if it were needful he would endea- 
vour to do it again, Whilſt they encreaſed the pains of the Rackyit hap- 
pened that an Impoſthume broke in his ſtomach and choak'd him. 

The Kivg underſtandiog by this means that the Prince was abus'd, 
though he knew not particularly his chiet enemies, was ſo confounded 
with the miſerable effect which his Credulicy-bad produc'd, that he took 
all the blame to himſelf,accuſed himſeltof Folly and Injuſtice,abandon'd 
himſe]f to diſconſolateneſs, and not being able ro contain the intollerable 
anguiſh of his Mind,he gave breath to his Paſſions ip theſe words: 1: is now 
time for me to dye,ſince 1have ſlain my Son,that 1 may hide the ſhame of my un: 
Juſt Wrath in the darkGrave.Thave defiroged my Son my Self .myFamily.Thave 
killedAlethion, becauſe he was accuſed.O accurſedFealouſie!0 unreaſonable Suſ- 
picion; He was charged with fn,but did that make him Guilty1he Letter ſceem- 
ed to be his hand,but 1 was not ſure it was the ame. Did Ithink(O weakneſs of 
my thoughts!) that this was the firſt Seal which was Conmierſeited? Alas! alas ! 
Conld I not have ſeen hime ought 1 nit to have heard himeIf 1 had convinced 
him of wickedneſs ,would not his Repentance have given me ſatisfattion?If he 
had aſſured me of his Innocence, would it not have ſaved us both * Had I not 
read the Hiitory of Hippolytus ? Did I not pitty the misfortune of Hermine- 
gildus,and deplore the unhappy death of Muſtapha?Did I not obſerve how their 


over:credulons Fathers cruelly deſtroyed their innocent Children, with then: 
cub 
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cut off the Succ:ſſron of their Families £ I had recſon to have ſuſpeFed the Ad- 
vice by which I am now undone:it was too vioient for the Matter, the Porſon 
which gave it was young. and might poſſibly lay the Foundation of his own 
wicked Hopes in my Son's Ruine, Had I not htard how Falſhood among her 
other Tricks had ſtollen the Mant.e of Truth, and ever ſince performed all ker 
miſchievous Stratagems diſenis'd in that Habit? Doth not Cunning crook, it 
ſelf to inſinuate pleaſing harms? The Councel which cur Enemies know we will 
like, is only fram'd to promote their Ends which made it acceptable, But we 
can remember nothing to dire& us when we are in Paſſion | O my dear Alethi- 
on ! My folly is the Precipice from whence thou art thrown; Aly Jealouſie the 
River in which thou art drown'd.Then the Tears trickled down his cheeks, 
and his fighs ſtopt his ſ1cech : after a while he proceeded thus : Forgive 
me, ſpotleſs ſoul. But why do Tak, forgiveneſs who have made my ſin unpar- 
donable by deſlroying him that ſhould have forgiven me 2 It is all one, for I 
ſhould never ceaſe to torment my ſelf till my Death, if he which would forgive 
me, were yet alive. 

With many more ſuch Expreſſions did the miſerable * Anaxagathus la- * 4good Xing, 
ment his Loſs, and haviug. retired from all Company, took his bed, and 
with it a Fever, which being encreaſed with his extreme Grief and neg- 
lect of all Remedies, brought him to that Death, which he now paſlto- 
nately deſired, the next day ; whereupon the wicked * Antithens ſent * 4s Atbug 
* Dogmzapornes to his Caſtle,to veriſie their falſe news in the death which {Js 9 
before was but fiftitioully ſuffered by Alethion. = 

Thus,faid * Amyntor,bave I given you a ſhort Relation of the ſad ſtate * 4s Helper: 
of © Theriagene, 1 cannot inform you turther, having not receiv'd any In- 3,543. 
telligence trom my friend concerning that which hath happen'd ſince. The 
Company thanked Amyntor for the diverſion which they received by his 
ſtory, all pityiog the unfortunate condition of Araxagathus and dlethion. 
But Bertivo/io found a generous deſire to ariſe in his Soul, and longed paſ- 
lionately to ſee Theriagene,not only out of Curiolity to know what ſtrange 
Event attended ſuch dreadful Beginnivgs, but, if it were poſlible,to re- 
lieve the Prince's friends, "2/iſopſendes & * Philalether,whom he underſtood © 4 na of 
to be priſoners, and rationally gueſſed that ſome worſe Sentence did await Z*/fod- 
them,whoſe execution he hoped to prevent. He acquainted the Company xa, 
with his deſire,promiſing to return in a ſhort time. Awyztor declared that 
he had entertain'd the ſame Reſolution, eſpecially becauſe he thought 
himſelf oblig'd to viſit his friend 24ſopſendes,from whom he had received 
many kindneſſes, and whoſe vertues had fixt ſuch a deep Eſtimation of 
him in his heart,that neither any leogth of time nor the moſt adverſe Ac- 
cidents of life were able to wear it out ; and therefore asked Bentivolio's 
Icaveto attend him. The Ladies were unwilling to deprive themſelves of 
ſuch Friends by giving them leave to depart out of their Company; yet 
conlideriog the nobleneſs of. the Deſign and the ſhortneſs of the Journey, 
they gave a mixt kind of Aſſent:only Urania would not diſmiſs *Panaretur, a 4! vertueus, 
and the two Siſters prevail'd with * Symwpathzs toſtay with them. They »g,, v5, 
were both the more contented, becaule Bertivolio aſſured them that if 0c- compallſonares 
cafion offer'd it ſelf,they ſhould hear from him,and if any thing happen'd **": 
which was worthy of heir preſence or needed their Afliſtance,he would 
ſend for them, He took © Nichomachus alſo with him, to the end that if he «© 4conguereus 
could pot return fo ſoon as he expeCted, he might make uſe of him,to let i* F2%- 
Pararetus and Urania underſtand the (tate of his Aﬀairs. The vight after 
they took their leave,they came iuto the Borders of* Theriagene, The next 4 Degenerats 
morniog, having travelled ſo long that the Sun had almoſt furniſh'd half 59%: 
his dayes work, they withdrew from the "_ into a Wood, intending 
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to repoſe themſelves a while in the cool ſhade; and following a path 

which led into the Thicket, whilſt they fought a place fit for their Retire. 

ment, a broad open Field diſcovered it ſelf, and preſented a fight which 

they expeCted not inthat place, They ſaw two men lying dead upon the 

ground, and a Gentleman endeavouring to catch his Horſe, What this 

meant they could not divine, but perceived the Gentleman ſomething 

ſtartled at their approach, Not knowing their taces,8 doubting that they 

came not to hisRelief ina place where he had found miſchief defign'd a- 
gainſt him,he ſtood upon his Guard, ſuppoſing that they attended to per- 
fe&t what was unſucceſsfully begun. Bentivolio and his Companions know- 
ing that it was Prudence not to determine concerning any thing till they 
well underſtood it, much leſs to thiok of inflicting Puniſhment when they 
were not fure any Wrong was done,and remembring that it is a duty ne- 
ver unſeaſonable to be courteous, they catch'd the Horſe, and delivered 
him to the Gentleman z who though he perceiv'd a Doubtfulneſs in their 
Countenances, yet finding their Actions civil,and judgiog by their Garb 
that they were Strangers, he began to hope that ſome other buſineſs 
brought them to that place,and that they had not any purpole to aſſiſt his 
Hurt; and thereupon with more confidence he began to ſpeak to them, 
allowing them the Liberty of Silence,which at that time was a Courtefie, 
for they knew not very well what to ſay. Gentlemen, ſaid he,l know no- 
thing of you but that I am beholden to you; and though poſlibly I may 
have given you ſome occa(ion to think diſhonourably of me.ſince you find 
me incompaſs'd with ſuch dubious Circumſtances : yet if you have heard 
of the Tragical ſtate of * Theriagene, you will the leſs wonder at this en- 
counter: and if you will have the goodneſs to underſtand this little Scene 
which was juſt now ated, you will be ſo far from loading my Misfortunes, 
which are already heavy enough, with your ſevere Cenſure,that you will 
rather ſupport me,who am forc'd to bear them, with your charitable Pity, 
Bentivolio replied:It becomes us to think well of all mengtil] we know we 
have cauſe not to do ſo: we are Strangers in this Country, but we have 


| heard fo much of your perplex'd eſtate, that it hath rais'd a great Com- 


paſſion in our ſonls. That which hath been told us is ſo extraordioary,that 
we have taken a Journey,both to aſſure our ſelves concerning the verity 
ofthe Report, and to underſtand what hath happen'd ſince our firſt In- 
telligence. Particularly we have with a fincere Good-will deſign'd the 
Reſcue of two Noble perſons * Phlalethes and ® Miſopſendes 5 of which 
we make no great doubt, if God be propitious to our endeavours. 

The unknown Gentleman obſerving eminent Marks of Vertue in 
Bentivolio's Countenance, and being greatly taken with the Nobleneſs 
which he had expreſs'd, pull'd off his Helmet, and ſaid, Generous Stran- 
gers, I am Philalethes the Brother of Aiſopſendes whom you have ſo 
civilly mention'd ; Iam copfin'd to my Houſe, which is not far off, 


by the Uſorper Antithens: 1 hope you will honour me ſo much as to go 


home with me, though when you come there,]I ſhall be forc'd to crave 
your pardon if my preſent Condition will not allow you that Welcome 
in this Country which perſons of your Worth deſerve every where. 
Whilſt he ſaid theſe words, he ok notice of ſuch Airs in * Amyntor's 
face as he had formerly well known, and added, If my eyes and Me- 
mory do not fail of their duty, you are Amyntor. Which he acknowledg- 
ing, * Philalethes embrac'd him with a'paſſionate kindneſs , and min- 
gling his ſalutation with tears, ſaid Amyntor,we did not uſe to meet after 
this manner at my Brother's houſe; but fince you have heard of our 
Affiitions, you cannot wonder at what you ſee. No, no, _—_— 
| replic 
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replied Amyntor.l am not ignorant of your Afﬀairs; and though I did not 
expect this ſtrange encounter : yet Ielteem my ſelf happy to have met lo 
toon wy friend's Brother, whom 1 ſhall never ceaſe to love in deſpight of 
the greateſt Misfortunes which often befall, but never leilen, the Belt 
men, But that you may know,dear Philalethes, how happy weare in our 
Miſery, (I ſay ours,for my friends is my own) kaowthat we have in our 
Company Bentivolio,whom I can commend unto you by no better words 
then by ſaying it is He, 

Philalethes (truck with a glad horrour,expres'd the ſenſe of his Mind 
with all ſymptoms of a'pleaſant Extafſte,in theſe words: Good God ! How 
ſhort are thoſe meaſures by which we limit thy Power and Goodneſs? we 
repreſent nothiog (o lively to our ſelves 2s Afflictions; and when we have 
ſome ſmall occaſion to doubt, make it a reaſon of Deſpair, forgetting 
that extreme Miſery is the only thing which makes thy help ſeaſonable. 
O Lord, for whom [all I give thanks to thee firſt? for the poor Prince 


* Alethion, or my (elt? I will do it tor both, For my ſelf, becauſe thou © 4 Lever of 
haſt give me leave to ſee a Perſon whoſe Vertues all the world doth 7**: 


juſtly admire; but chiefly for the Prince, becauſe now I make no doubt 
of his Reſtauration, ſince Gd hath ſent ſuch a worthy Perſon to under 
take it, Bertivolio altoniſh'd to hear Philalethes talk of the Prince's Re 
ſtauration, ſaid, turning to Amvywtor, Sure this Gentleman thinks that I 
am able to raiſe him from the dead. No, Bentivolzo, replied Philalethes, 
there is no need of that; for, God be thapked, the Prince is yet alive : 
I meant what I ſaid, only of his Kiogdom, Sure then, faid Amyntor, God 
hath ſent us hither to amuſe us : but ſince we are only intangled in the 
Labyrinths of Divine Providence, doubt not but he which hath brought 
us in, will lead us out by ſome happy clue. Inthe mean while, Philalether, 
pray give us leave to reſt our ſelves under this Oak, for we ate weary 
with Travel, and you will do us a great favour if you let us know what 
made you come hither, who thoſe are whom we ſuppoſe you have kill'd, 
and whatis become of the Prince Alethion. You ſhall quickly underſtand 


theſe things, anſwer'd Phzlalethes, who haviog ſaluted * Nicomachus, fate * 0newhocen- 
down by Bentivolio. Thoſe fellows were Brothers to a Villain nam'd 2" Fx 


2 Paxurgis, who pretended to havetaken up a forg'd Letter, for which 
the Prince was impriſon'd; and either to revenge their Brothers death, 


for he died upon the Rack, to gratifie * Antithens, or out of hatred to * , 4:'«;3, 


my perſon as a Lover of Alethion, they came hither in hope to have 
murther'd me. They laid their deſign thus. One of my Brother's Servants 
(for what cauſe cannot tell) remain'd in the City,and thoſe Aſſiſſinates 
taking notice of it corrupted him,l ſuppoſe, with Money, to come to my 
houſe yeſternight, to tell me that two of my Brother's triends wou'd be 
in this place to day about thetime when! firſt ſaw you, to impart ſome 
Secrets to me which did highly concern us both, and therefore did ear. 
neſtly defire me to give them a meeting. I knowing that the Meſleoger 
was my Brother's ſeryant, and that thoſe whom he nam'd were his moſt 
true friends, ſuppoſing that he brought no Letters becauſe it was not ſafe 
to write,believed him,and came, butnot without Arms, of which I ſoon 
found the necefſlity.As 1 allighted from my Horſe, they made towards me 
with Swords,which they had hid under their Coats,and gave me a wound 
for a Salutation. Turning upon them for my defence, had the good for- 
tune to kill one of them and wound the other ; which when I perceiv'd.l 
defired him to defilt, and let me know for what Injury which they had re- 
ceiv'd from me, they ſought reparation by this highelt ſort of Revenge. 
But his Malice had made him fo greedy "_ Death, that by ſilence and 
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continuing to fight, I ſaw that if he could not kill me, he would live no 
longer.Nay thengſaid I, you ſhall be pleas'd;and as you came,fo you ſhall 
go together. With a very few blows I ſent him atcer his fellow-Murthe- 
rer. But as theſe Villains have ſuffered more puniſhment for their wicked 
attempt thenl defired to have inflicted upon them, ff it had pleas'd God 
otherwiſe to have delivered me from their Malice ; ſu I think my ſelf well 
appay*d for the hazard I have run, and nothing diſappointed of my Ex- 
peQation,fince the Meſlage is verified in aſence which they never inten» 
ded by this fortunate Encounter, Now let me entreat you to go along 
with me, and when we come to my Houle I will tell you the ſtory of the 
Prince, and deſire your advice concerning the courſe which we are to 
take; for it is a perplexed ſeaſon.Bentivolio, whoſe Prudence was alwayes 
awakegſtopping * Philalethes,faid,Sir, we are [trangers,and do not know 
what Conſtructions may be made upon any Accident happening at our 
Arrival in ſuch a JunRture of time - therefore if you pleaſe, our lervants 
ſhall throw thoſe wretched Carkaſes into that old Cole-pit, leſt ſome Fo- 
reſters finding the dead Bodies, give notice to the Counttey, which will 
make a general Alarm, and it may be trouble us all with an impertinenc 
Hue-and-Cry. Phzlalethes approv d the Councel, and as ſoon as they had 
put it in Execution, they betook themſelves to their Horſes. When they 
cameto his houſe, Bentivolko told Philalethes, that the firſt expreſſion of 
bis Regard to them ſhould be to ſearch his own wounds, Upon the firſt 
inſpefion he found them not dangerous,and having quickly dreſs'd them 
his Lady entertain'd her unexpeted Gueſts with a ſhort Collation ; yer 
they thought it long, becauſe it was ſome hinderance tothe accompliſh- 
ment of Ph3lalethes his promiſe to tell them what was become ofthe 
Priace:which when the cloath was taken away he fulfilled after this man» 
ner. I ufderſtand by the diſcourſe which we had in the Wood, that you 
have heard of the death of * A#axagathus, who broke his heart with the 
Grief which ſeiz'd upon him when he heard the news of his Son's Death, 
of which he would never be convinc'd but that himſelf was the princi- 
pal Author. The day after Anaxagathus was dead, * Antithenr, the Vene- 


* The opinion of mous Root upon which our Calamity grows, ſent * Dogmapornes, one of 


his Confederates,to the Caſtle where the Prince was impriſon'd,with or- 
der to kill him privately,and throw him over the Rock, that ſo his Body 
beiog afterward taken out of the River, might make good the Report 
which they had ſpread abroad before concerning the manner of his 
Death, which by that means they foretold much after the Cuſtom of Evil 
Spirits, which give latelligence before-hand to Witches and other their 
Correſpondents of ſuch miſchiefs as they reſolve to do. 

When Dogwepornes was gone, Antithens and the reſt of his Accomplices 
began to deliberate what wasnext to be done for the ſetling of the King- 
dom. They determir'd preſently to proclaim Antithex: King,as being ap- 
parently the next Heir to the Crown , and commanded upon pain of 
Death, that none but the Souldiers of his own Guard ſhould appear in 
Aris, nor that the Citizens ſhould meet in any Aſſembly upon pain of 
Treaſon, and ſecured ſuch as they knew to be Alethion's friends. This 1 
learn'd from one of my ſervants, which eſcap'd out of the City by night. 
Dogmepornes made all poſſible haſte to his Caſtle,to execute the wicked 
Commandment of 4ntithexs, and kill'd ſome horſes by the way;but when 
be came there he found himſelf utterly diſappointed, for the Prince was 
gone the ——— How it cameto paſs I will acquaiat you, formy 
Brother not beiog able to concea) from me ſuch happy vews longer then 
the time which the Meſſeoger requir'd for his Journey to briog it, ſene 
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One of his Friends to me who was ablc to itrm me pertectly, for he 
waited upon the Prince duricg all the time of hjs.lmpriſonment, heard 
his Diſcourſes, and knew the manner of his Elcape. You muſt under: 
ſtand that the Prince was chiefly intruſted to the Cuſtody of twePer- 


ſons, * Apronegns, Who was Lieutenant of the Caſtle, and * Diapororn who * 9c who de- 
wits Prow- 


commanded a Troop of Horſe under © Dogmapornes. Diaporon attended 


dence. 


continually upon the Prince, Apronexs came only ſometimes to ſee that * ove who 


be was in ſafety. Diaporon wasof a nature very averſe to Malice, and 
though he had not the greatelt parts,nor could make a perfe judgment 
of things by his own Ability z yet his temper was not impregoably for- 
tified againſt good Reaſon, As he had at the firſt no diſaffeCted reſent- 
ments of the Prince's Perſon, for he had never diſfobliged him ; foin a 
ſhort time he fell into a great Admiration of his Vertues : and perceiving 
himnot to be afflited with what he ſuffered, he concluded in himſelf 
that the Prince had no Demerits upon which Puniſhment could take 
hold. He ſaw a ſmooth Serenity io his Looks, a great Cootentedneſs in 
his Speeches, and undiſturb'd Equality io all his Converſation. He heard 
him often afſert his own Innocence, but without any other Expreſſions 
except of pity for his abus'd Father. The affe&ion which this Deport- 
ment produc'd in Digporos's breaſt, poſſibly_augmented with ſome ſur- 
miſes of unworthy Contrivances agaioſt the Prince, io a ſhort time grew 
ſo ſtrong, that it made him heartily wiſh that he might be ſo happy asto 
work his Deliverance. | 

As be was muſing one day how he might accompliſh ſuch a hard Ae- 
tempt,he thought it was beſt to communicate his Mind to Apronevr, for 
that he thought it neceſſary to the Prince's Eſcape that 4proners ſhould 
aſſiſt him,or at leaſt connive at the Deſign. Though he was ſomethiog im- 
bolden'd to reveal this ſecret to Apronevs, bythat intimate Friendſhip 
which a long Acquaintance had contratted between them, yet he found 
the matter of that Importance,that he could not reſolve preſently what 
to do;both being doubtful how Apronexs would reſent ſuch a high pro- 
poſal, and alſo being well aſſured that if he did diſguſt it, he ſhould not 
only ruine himſelt,but utterly undoe all further hopes of the Prince's De- 
liverance : and thereupon reſoly'd to do what was pofible io his fiogle 
endeavour,& choſe rather to take any courſe for the Prince's reſcue,then 
to leave him to that danger which was unavoidable in the place where he 


was. Whilſt he was floating upon theſe Deliberations,* Apronens came to » og. white 


donbrs. 
© The opinion of 
a Whore, 


vilit him, and perceiving iu his Countenance ſymptoms of diſcompoſed is Provi- 


the PiCture of his Mind which his Paflion had drawn upon his Face, he 
demanded the cauſe of his Melancholy. Nothing troubles me, replyed 


Thoughts,(for he came upon him ſo ſuddenly,that he could not wipe out ©" 


* Diaporon, only I preſented toy ſelf the various Accidents of humane « gy. «v4, 
Life:8 as 1 was attentive upon my Imagioation,the unhappy ſtate of our 4ou6s. 


young Prince appear'd before me with ſtrange mixtures;and I could not 
but wiſh that either a Peeſor of ſuch a brave Spirit had not Rtain'd his In: 
nocence with any unhandſome Deſigns, or that ſo great a Vertue were 
not unworthily clouded : And I began to wonder how Vice of late was 
grown ſo ſtrong that it could endure to be punilh'd, orwhy Vertve ſhould 
be ſo weak that it is not able to ſhine through the plauſibility of falſe Ac- 
culation. Away, Diaporon,faid 4pronevs, with theſe Philoſophical follies. 
Thou art alwayes troubling thy head with Religious Dreams. To 
what purpoſe doft thou believe that vain Diftinion of Vertue and 
Vice, and meditate upon thoſe uſcle(s notians of Reward and Puniſh- 
meut £2 Doſt thou not ſee how theſe Doftrines are copfuted = _ 
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Practicc of all the world 2 Menſeek Happineſs by other Methods,and 
neple theſe Rules both as uncertain as unpraCticable. We have often 
heard our Governour ſay that there is no God, or.ifthere be, that he doth 
not trouble himſelf with the Afﬀairs of this lower World; whether he doth 
or no, I do not much care,but I thiok it is true enough, becauſe I ſee into 
what a miſerable eſtate this Prince is brought,who was a known vreten- 
derto the Love of God, and a great patron of his devout 'Worſhippers, 
Here Diaporon interrupting his friend, replied, God forgive you this irre- 
verent diſcourſe, Apronens; will you never leave this Impious humour?l 
know you ſuppoſe that you have ſufficient Reaſon for your belief; I think 
you have not. You are now going to viſit thePrincez when we are with 
him,l will by ſome means or other give: you occaſion to diſcourſe theſe 
Opinions, for he doth not only abhor them as prejudicial to the ſtate of 
Mankind io their fatal Conſequences, but laughs at them as pieces of ir- 
rational wickedneſs in their monſtrous Conſtitution. I am no great lover 
* One who de- of Diſputation, ſaid * Apronens, neither do I eſteem that which you call 
ninProvieents, Truth worth much Inquiry; yet Iwill go with you to ſee our joynt 
Charge, and fince we have not much todo, this Diſcourſe may poſlibly 
allow us ſome Recreation. 

4 Vindication When they came to Alethion's Chamber, they found him readiog a lit- 
of _— .. tle Book, whoſe Title was, Good men are ever happy. Having given them 
Provieentss his uſual ſalutes,he ſpoke ſomething in commendation of the Author,who 
had ſhewn much prudence in chufing a ſubjeQ that he was well able to 
demonſtrate, and had expreſs'd the ſence of his mind fo artificially, that 
his Readers were ſure to find excellent thoughts cloath'd with ſutable 
words. After that he applauded the fortunate ſtate of Vertuous Souls, 
and admired the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Almighty Providence, which 
had fo ſecured the Intereſt of all thoſe who had faithfully confign'd 
themſelves to his care, that nothing could make them miſerable. Ar theſe 
words Apronews ſmil'd. The Prince perceiv'd it, and ask'd him the Rea: 
ſon of his Mirth. I laugh, faid 4pronexs, that you, whom I have alwayes 
eſteem'd very Religious, ſhould notwithſtanding you ſee your ſelf aban- 
don'd to Afﬀfiiction, talk (till of Providence. Sure,Apronexs, anſwer'd the 
Prince, you have ſomething elſe in your thoughts which made you ſmile 
at what I ſaid, or you have ſome other Reaſons which make you ſpeak 
ſodiſreſpeQfully of the Divine Providence. I have ſeveral things,replied 
Aproneus, but I think that what I have ſaid is moſt proper to you; for you 
reaſon againſt Senſe, and diſpute againſt Experience, ſaying, as others of 
your Opinion do, that a God created the World ; it may be fo : but if he 
did, it was to ſmall purpoſe in my mind, fince he doth not take care to 
keep it in better Order. Poſſibly he is weak and cannot help it; perhaps 
he is otherwiſe employ'd, orelſe ſoidle that he will not trouble himfelf 
aboutitz orit may beit is below himto mind ſuch Trifles. I know not 
whichof theſe excuſes you like, but 1 am ſure it isa piece of unjuſt care- 
leſaeſs, if he can hinder it, that he doth not relieve his friends, but ſuffer 
them to be trampled upon by thoſe which bid defiance to his Anthority, 
and quote their own Proſperity, whilſt they do fo, for an Argument a- 
gainſt his Providence. I verily believe that ere long men will take it for 
granted that there isno God; and that thoſe which thiok there is, will 
blaſpheme him becauſe he takes no care for them. For my own part, I 
make no doubt bur that Fortune governs the World, if it be govern'd at 
all: and I think that ſhe is blind, io that ſhe beſtows great Gifts upon 
many that donot deſerve them; and I dare ſwear ſhe is poor too, becauſe 

ſhe has not enough for thoſe which do, 7 
he 
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The Prince permitting him to go nv turcher, with a calm ſerenity replied, 
*Apronens though your words carry a vety bad fignification, and mult 
needs be offenſive to all Rational Beings, which gratefully acknowledg- 
iog the Fountain from whom they have receiv'd their Eſſence, cannot be 
contented to hear the common Father ofthe World diſhonourably repre- 
{ented;yet I do not wonder to hear you ſpeak at this Ignorant rate, ſince 
[ know it is eaſte for Ingenious Athieſts to abuſe men of weaker parts,and 
venting their thoughts where they dare,(for,God be thanked, Wicked- 
neſs hath not taken ſuch an univerſal poſleflion of Humane Nature, nei- 
ther are all ſo degenerated from Knowledge or apoſtatiz'd from Truth, 
that they have the Confidence to do it every where, but) in ſome compa» 
by which they preſume inferiour to themſelves in Wit, or it may be ad- 
mirers of their Excellencies,they endeavour to ſupport the Reputation of 
their more then ordioaty Abilities,by making Profelytes,and impoſe up- 
on unexperienced Wits with great Boaſts of new Philoſophy - though 
their fine Diſcoveries are uſually but two or three of the worſt opini- 
ons of ſome old Philoſophers,which they have taken out of their Graves, 
and endeavourd to receive with ſuch Arguments as have been often an- 
{wer'd and hiſs'd out of the World by the beſt of Men. 


I am glad, replied * Apronexs that your Princely Mind is ſo little ſens + g,, yu; 4e- 


ſible of thoſe thorny ObjeQions, though you feel how ſharp they are by =i«: 64: 
Experience, which do very much trouble others when they do think of 79": 


them : But go op, Generous Prince, and let us ſee if you can pull'em out 
of my Loderſtanding, at leaſt fo blunt their points, that they gall not this 


ſcrupulous * Diaporon. That which you ſpoke juſt now,replicd the Prince, + g,. wh 
as it reſpeAs me I take bur for a Complement ; but to the reſt, which 44. 


concerns the Intereſt of all Good men\l will give an Anſwer. It is a com- 
mon thing for people when they ſuffer great AﬀliQtions, to talk Athieſti. 
cally. They ſpeak as if they did not think that there is any God, becauſe 
they fancy themſelves to be little beholdiog to him ; and ſometimes they 
wiſh there were none, and yet think that they are juſtified in their Im» 
piety, becauſe he uſech them, as they ſay, very hardly. Therefore, 4pro- 
£«s, | would not have you put your ObjeRion of Sufferiog, ſo careleſly 
as to hope to infer a denial of Providence from good Mens affiitions : 
for let men be what they will, they think chains too good to be 
puniſhed, and let their Caſtigatioos be never fo juſtly moderated, they 
judge them too great for them. If a young man die which poſſibly hath 
fion'd away his Lite, he cries out, O cruel Fate! why doſt thou deſtroy 
me before my time? [fa mother loſe a Child, which perhaps her own in- 
diſcretion, kill'd, then you ſhall hear, O unjuſt Stars ! why do you rob 
me? For Stars or any thing elſe is God or the Devil, when they think 
themſelves hurt. So that you may perceive, Aproneus, that the common 
Original of theſe Complaints is a fooliſhPaſſon joyn'd with an Imperious 
Pride, and that moſt Plaintiffs in this caſe labour not only under a defe&t 
of juſt Patience, but are troubled alſo with a fhortneſs of Diſcourſe. 
What? muſt God be bound topleaſe men alwayes, leſt theyin a Fir of 
avgry Grief deny his Government by way of Revenge ; or, which is as 
bad, accuſe it of unjuſt Severity ? Is he ſo inconſiderable, that he is ob- 
liged toattend us with an officious care? and are we ſogreat, that he 
muſt be afraid leſt he do not pleaſe us enough? When men are pleas'd, 
there is, yes, there is a God: why then, fimple Mortals,and not when you 
are diſpleas'd tog? You finde ſo much fault in your Calamities, that 
you conclude they could not have happen'd to you but that there isno 


God, or<lſe that he Governs not the world ashe ought: whereas if 
you 


Bentivoiio and Urania. Book V. 


you examine the watter throughly, you will find ſo much more fault in 
your ſelves, that you will be forc'd to acknowledge your ſufferings Ar- 
guments of his Juſtice whom you fooliſhly accuſe, & bear them as deſerv'd 
Puniſhments.But when you are in a Paſſion, you will oeither confeſs that 
you have merited any thing,nor be content that Gud js not of your mind; 
no,you will die,and rather then live any longer,you will kill your ſelves, 
& 10 a ſcorn be gone out of his Territories, beeauſe,as you ſay,he beſtows 
ſo little regard upon you. But it is very unlikely that you ſhould eſcape 
ſo; neither is it a thing to be imagin'd, much leſs belicy'd, that God hath 
no Reſerve forRebels,and that he ſhould fail to puniſh in the other world 
thoſe which have done their utmoſt to deſerve it in this: and it is a meer 
madneſs to think that they ſhould be pardon'd for breaking Priſon, 
I have ſaid this, 4pronaxs, to let you underſtand, that ſuch as have a 
mind to complain, do not punRually examine, whether it be with juſt 
cauſe or no. But whereas you ſay ic Is many times unjuſt, becauſe Vertu- 
ous perſons are made miſerable, and ſo urge your Plea againft the Di. 
vine Providence;By thisI ſee that you are ignorant of the Nature of Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery, and therefore I wonder not that you determine fo 
weakly in this Controverlie. You do not only miſtake the true notion of 
Happineſs, but ſuppoſe it to conliſt in ſuch things as a good man would 
think himſelf uohappy if he could not deſpiſe them. The F elicity which 
you fancy, is to be Lord of the Country where you dwell,tolive in ſtate- 
ly Palaces, to lie upon ſoft Beds, to drink excellent Wines,to eat nothing 
but what is Delicate, never to know Labour,to (I:ep with Muſick,fnot to 
be controll'd in your Deſigns, and ſuch like. But,good Agronerr,will you 
confider how childiſh your attempt is, whilſt you go about to gather up 
ſo many things to put a fair Gloſs upon Miſery, and crult it over with a 
ſhew of Happineſs ? What ? muſt Happineſs be patch'd up with ſo many 
and ſuch mean Shreds? I thought our Felicity had been compriz'd in one 
chief Good, and that the ſatisfaQtion of the Maſter -wiſh of our Souls was 
attainable in that ſingle Fruition, and not to be begg'd from a confus'd 
Multitude of Obje@s, which are ſo poor that they are notable to defend 
themſelves froma Wiſe man's Contempt. The Heaven-born Soul adyan- 
ceth it ſelf by Rational paſſions towards God the firſt Good, whom it 
knows to be the Spring of Being, the Root of Life, the Father of Wil- 
dom, the Fountain of true Pleaſure, and the Haven of Deſire, It ha- 
ſtens from all things to him; longing to be illuminated with his Divine 
Rayes, topartake of his moſt lovely Diſpoſition, who 1s the Archetypal 
pattern of all Goodneſs, infinitely pleas'd with the Contemplation of 
his Attributes, which are the Notifications of his Nature as far as it is 
knowable, and raviſh'd with the Conſideration of his excellent Works, 
which are Entertainments worthy of the beſt and moſt rais'd Minds. Hap- 
pineſs muſt be plac'd in the Soul, that there it may perfect our Faculties, 
ſatisfie our greater Capacities, and ſecure us againſt the uncertainty of all 
external Dependences, Thoſe Divine Illapſes which put us into a Sen- 
ſation of God by an IntelleQual ContaQt, and give us a lively Sympathy 
with him in whom we live, make us feel our ſelves happy, and give us 
a Serene knowledg of him to whom we owe our Being, and fill our 
Souls with Joy mix't with Gratitude and Love, unite our Hearts with 
his Sacred Will by Refignation, make us lodge all our Concerns in his Pro. 
vidence, unto whoſe Condudt it is then eafie to commit whatſoever is 
dear tous: Then we conſecrate all our Actions to his Glory who gave 
us our Powers, to ſerve his Deſigns, both becauſe they are his, and alſo 
the beſt in the World 3 ſo that our whole Life becomes one continu: 
| ed 
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ed endeavour to perpetuate and accompliſh this Happineſs, we haviog 
now but one main Defigo, which is, to begin and end all our AQions in 
God. The Vigorous Motions which theic ſtrong paſſions raiſe, muſt needs 
be terminated ina progreſs of endeavour as boundleſs as our neceſſity of 
being eternally Happy is cogent. & the Good which muſt make us happy 
is Infioite in ſweetneſs, And though a good man 1n this world poſletleth 
this Happineſs but in part; yet it is an unſpeakable Comfort to him to - 
perceive that the power cf the Divine Preſence with which he converſes 
hath taken off ſome of the ruder diſcontormigies of his rough Nature,and 
ſuperinduc'd ſome beautiful delineations of the Divine Image upon his 
Soul, which now adorn it with Greatneſs of Mind,Contempt of the World, 
true Liberty,pure Temperance,an amiable Meekneſs, great Humility, vaſt 
Charicy, venerable Chaſtity, the deare(t Love of God, and moſt rais'd 
Thoughts. Whilſt it expatiaces in the latitude of its own Compals, it de- 
ſpiſeth all lictle things,taking an unſpeakable pleaſure,not only in viewing 
the ſair Proportions of theſe Foundations, but in the hopes of equal Su- 
perſtructures which in time will be builc upon them. 

[It isthe top of true Philoſophy, * Apronzus,to ſhew us our chief Good; * gue who 4s 
for that beiog rightly conſtituted, the DireGions of our whole Life are ** Prove 
completed, and our AfﬀeCions ſettled, And though poſlibly we ſhould © 
miſtake in ſome little matters by Ignorance, and omit ſome by Forgetful- 
neſs, and meer others which are not manageable by reaſon of the ianate 
ſtubbornneſs of humave Afﬀeairs, yet the conſequence is but ſlight 3 for 
we can rec-ive no greater Damage then the Nature of thoſe things 
which we have not known, or negleCted, or cannot rule, doth neceſla- 
rily infer. Thoſe which have attain'd to this Felicity are elevated a- 
bove common Fears and uſual Diſappointments: the miſapprehenfioa 
which pinn'd their affeCtions to ſuch ſmall matters being now chas'd a- 
vay, they are inform'd by Experience that they do as little need thoſe 
low ſupports to uphold their Felicity, as they knew long before by Diſ- 
courſe their inability to relieve them if they wanted their help, For 
what man is there that hath-conſider'd the Nature of things, who doth 
not know that all Earthly conditions are empty of that true fatisfaRtion 
which Humane Nature always wants, ſometimes looks for, but never 
tiads, in the good things of the material World 2 Men feed themſelves 
with a vain Hope, which hath its Root only in their own deluded [magi- 
nations, and give glorious Names to Tritles that they may more plauſibly 
deceive themſelves ;. and when they find themſelves ifnotens they 
accule the World of talſhood, though it only breaks the Promiſes which 
they themſelves made 3 and then they conteſs, that though they could 
well paint the colours of the Flower, yet they could not give it the Vital 
ſent. This hath been told us often by ſuch as have gone before us, but 
we will not believe them, ſuppoſing that ſuch as make the Report either 
envy us, or have not taken a right courſe ; and thereupon reſolve to 
make a Trial our (cives, and then we are forc'd to confirm their Relation 
with our own Experience, Wiſe men have other'reaſons to determine 
them to ſeek Happineſs iu God, or elſe to bid adieu to all Hope ; for the 
{ee that as the Contentment which is ſought otherwhere is but ſmall, Fd 
that which they find is uncertain, the moſt aſſured courſe of Humane Life 
being carried abour into various changes by perpetual Circumrotations z 
the Earth upon which we dwell being the Stage of Mutation, the proper 
Region of Viciſſitudes. The uncertain Method of theſe Alterations was 
formerly call'd Fortune, and repreſented by a Woman fitting upon a 
Whee), not improperly, It's true, ſome of the fonder fort of Mortals 
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promiſe themſelves ſtability in their floating Stations, being content ro 
be ignorant as long as they can : but they might as well hope that the 
Boughs of which their Pavilions are made, will never wither, becauſe 
they continue Green for a day or two. 

But beſides this, 4pron4w,1 am the more convinc'd of the cheapneſs of 
theſe things, which you do ſo magnifie as to make the want of them Mile- 
ry,when | ſee them thrown away upon the worſt of men. It is but a Scora 
put upon the admired Vanities of this World, when God-ſcatters them 
with a careleſs hand, and permits them to the enjoyment of the moſt de- 
ſpicable Perſons. It ſatisfies me as to the unequal Diviſion of Riches and 
Power, and I cannot but conclude they are of no great value, fiace God 
concerns himſelf no more in their Diſtribution. Shall he be fo regardful 
of Trifles, as to weigh them out by ſcruples in Gold ſcales ? Shall he par- 
take in the Errors of vulgar Opinions, and trouble himſelf with the care 
of making every Good man Rich or Potent? What he flights, why 
ſhould I eſteem ? 

Here * 4pronew craving leave of the Prince, replied thus ; Certainly, 
Sir, if we receive this Do@rine, we ſhall be forc'd to believe that this 
World was made to no purpoſe. If it be not our Portion,to what end was 
it created ? The Prince anſwer'd,Be not apt to think that this World was 
madein vain,Aprone#s,although it is not our Happineſs; though we may 
not make a God of it : yet it ſerves to excellent uſcs,It is a temporary Ma- 
nifeſtation of Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſdom in Material things. The 
Corporeal world is an Image of God,and ſhews what he could do in Mat- 
ter, According to the ſeveral Poſlibilities of Reception, God hath made 
his Omnipotence to reach all Degrees of Beeiog ; ſo this Fabrick doth, as 
all excellent Machines do,diſcover theWorth and Ability of their Maker, 
I think God is fo viſibly reveal'd in the Creation, that I may fafely pro: 
nounce that an Athieſt is not only Ingrateful,but a Fool, However God 
did never intend that we ſhould adore his work inſtead of Him ; and 
what gregter Adoration then to court it as our Happineſs? 

By this Diſcourſe, ſaid Apronens, you ſeem to have an indifferent ſenſe 
of thoſe conditions of Life which we think very contrary, and poſſibly 
you have arrived at the Stvical Apathy. No, 4pronens, replied the Prince; 
Virtue doth not tupifie Good men, and ſo make them inſenſible of the 
Differences of objedts. Though many things are extreamly Ridiculous, 
and the Accidents of Humane Life in very many Inſtances conterptible ; 
yet con(idering our Conſtitution, I grant that ſome ſtates of Lite are fo 
fram'd that they are a Trial of Reſolved men:and it is all the praiſe which 
we gan give to great Adverſity, that it is the exerciſe of Virtue and the 
proof of ſtrong Spirits, Man is an Amphibior,part Soul, and part Body;and 
as by this means he hath different Capacities, which have divers Objects 
fitted to them, he is put upon his Trial both by proſperous and adverſe en- 
tertainments, We are plac'd between ſenſual Amours and the muddy De: 
lights of the Fleſb,on one hand;and the pure Spring of Increated Good- 
neſs, and thoſe Chryſtal ſtreams of Knowledg and Virtue which flow 
from him, on the other ; and we are under the probation of our Wiſdom 
and Ingenuity : ard we come oft with honour if we hold out the Com- 
bat of Fleſh and Spirit, overcome Body with Soxl, and ſubdue Paſſzor: 
with Reaſon 3 which we then only do, if we love the God which bath 
made al! things above his beſt Creatures. Thoſe who have devored 
themſelves to ſenſual Pleaſures, have only glutted then ſelves with fur- 
bidden Fruit, and are fo far from being happy, that they are maniteſt- 
ly overcome with the Spirit of the Senſible World, which in time will 
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Triumph over them, and having reproch'd them for their Folly and Co: 
wardly ſubmiftivos,at laſt throw them hecadlung from the Banks of Time 
into the vaſt Horrours of Eternity, where it 15 not peflible for them to 
hope ivr a good Reception with God, whom all their Life they have 
{]2hted for every vain Toy. 

Good men are not infſenlible of what is beneficial to Nature in thoſe 
thiogs which are miſcall'd Happineſs, but they know that their chief Ad- 
vantzge lies in a right ule of them, which cooliſts in Moderate, Charita- 
ble and Thaokful Applications. They look upon all created Goodnefles 
as God's Meflengers, and are led by them to God; whilſt others mi- 
ſtake'em for God that ſent them, with as groſs an Ignorance as if a rude 
Peaſant newly come to the Court, ſhuuld take the firſt man which he 
meets there :u brave Cloths for the King. By this you may perceive, 4- 
pronens, that whillt virtuous men are provided of this true Notion of 
Proſperity, that they cannot be ignorant of the Nature of Adverſity, or 
ever be ſo ſenfible of any thing which it can do, as to think that they are 
made Unhappy by it, unleſs they ſhould fall into ſach a want of Diſcourſe, 
as to eſteem themſelves made miſerable by the Abſence of thoſe things, 
which did not make them happy being preſent with them, It's true, Ad- 
verſity changeth the Scene and gives them other Parts to AR, that is, re- 
quires them to exerciſe ſome other ſorts of Virtue then they did before ; 
but the Actors,are the ſame, A good man in Afﬀiiction is no more impair'd 
in point of Felicity, then a ſtrong man is weakned upon a Theatre where 
he only ſhews his Strength. If his Sufferings grow extraordinary,he knows 
that great Trials are neceſſary to make great Examples; and as he re- 
fle&ts Honour upon the Cauſe of his ſuffering from Innocence, fo he de- 
rives Conſolation into the manner of it from Patience. I have read the 
Stories of (ſuch as have deſpiſed no ſmall AﬀiGtions with a Generous diſ- 
regard, Archimedes was not ſo diſtratted with the extream dangers of 
Syracuſe, as to make him leave his Figures. Did not Ariſtides write his 
own name in one of the Shells of Proſcription, and would have done it . 
in anvther? Did not Cicero rejoyce that he was baniſh'd from Rome 2 
Shall l admire theſe and many other” Examples, and not imitate them ? 
I am what [ was before, * Aprorenr; neither can a Priſon exclude my , RY 


Comfort, more theo falſe Accuſation hath deſtroy'd my Integrity, I do irs God; pro- 


not thiok my ſelf depriv'd of Liberty, for I am not hindred from perfor: videne. 
ming thoſe Attions which I chiefly delighted in before, the Contempla- 

tion and Love of God : other Du: ies are not requir'd, becauſe I have no 
opportunity to diſcharge them; but I have the power and will todo 

them too when time ſhall ſerve. As to the trouble of Adverfity,I thiok it 

is worthy of me, who have often endeavour'd to comfort others, which is 

an ealie work, now to forbid my ſelf to grieve. 

[t ſeems then, ſaid Apronens, any Condition is alike to you io point of 
choice.Nogreplied the Princegthere is ſome Difference,though not much: 
I do fo tar preter my former State,that I would not have choſen this;and 
yet I am not ſo out of Charity with this,but that I can bid it welcome. The 
knwowl-dg which I had uf the others Uncertainty made me provide for this 
long ago-I ſhould think my (-1t very imprudent if I were now to ſeek for 
Paricnce,fince have obſcry'd that every man in the World hath great uſe 
of it vac time or other. Soul had ſeen Mariners carry utenfils which were 
proper only forStorms,though they went to Sea in fair weather. The Peace 
of my Soul ſhines clear within,and is no more clouded with this Diſaſter, 
then a Light which is guarded with a thick Lantern upon the ſtern of a 
Ship is in daoger of being put out with _ bluſtriog winds which wy *" 
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noiſe about it. You do well, Great Prince, ſaid 4pronens, to draw ſuch i 
fair picture of Misfortupe, but you wilfully take no notice of that deep 
Impreflion which Afﬀidtion makes upon all the reſt of the World.I know, 
replied the Prince,that many look upon it with no other Paſſion then as 
if it were the head of ſome Gorgor. But what then?So I have heard Chil- 
dren cry for Trifles,and have ſeen a Fool held with a ſtraw,and though: 
it as impoſſible to free his fcot out of the ſaare, as it he had been tied 
with bands of Adamant. Thoſe words ſignifie little which expreſs nothing - 
but the Imbecillity of vulgar Opinion,i.e,unprofitable Errour. We are not 
to paſs a Judgment upon Truth according to the Suffrages of Fools,nor 
govern our Aﬀedtions or Actions by the trivial Sentiments-of thoſe whoſe 
Ignorance we do commonly deſpiſe, I contels that if the Rules by which 
the Vulgar make Eſtimations were the Standards of Truth, ſhould allow 
it for a great /:decorum, that many times in the Ship in which we (ail 
through this troubleſome Sea, Good men are thruſt down into the dark 
Hold, or put to toll at the Pump, whilſt baſe Perſons walk at their plea-. 
ſure upon the Decks,and ſometimes fit at the Stern;and | ſhould be temps» | 
ted to be angry,it I thought the Welcome which they find at the Port to 
which they are bound, were proportion'd according to theic uſage onſhip- 
board. If our worth were to be judg'd when we come aſhore by an out. 
ward ſhew,it may be I ſhould be no more pleas'd with my preſent condi- 
tion,then Neptune was when Mercury ranking the Images of the Gods, put 
his below that of 42#b55,and told him he mult not take it 11] that theEgyp- 
tian Diety with a Dog's Mouth was preferr'd before him, becauſe he had a 
large Golden Notz. Wiſe men mult not be angry to ſee others advanc'd 
above them.Either they are bettex then our ſelves,or not. If they be, what 
cauſe is there of Anger ? They deſerve it. If they be not, we are equz] to 
them, If they be worſe, let us hold our peace and be thankful, we are 
preferr'd before them, 

I might alſo tell you, 4pronens, that as Good men are not made unhap- 


- Þy by Advetſity, fo many of thoſe whom you ſee afflicted are not Good 


men, though they ſeem to be ſuch. They may be bad enough which are 
ſo cunning as to conceal it. But no Mask can blind the Divine Eye. If it 
be unjuſt to puniſh Good men, which God doth uot ; it is unreaſonable 
for bad men to complain, though he do. We ought of no caſe to make a 
Judgment againſt the Juſtice of God's proceedings ; for though he makes 
Puniſhment ſufficiently diſcernable in ſome Examples, yet he many times 
doth not acquaint us with the Cauſe why it is inflicted. 

Iamafraid, Gcod Prince, ſaid Apronens, that I ſhall weary you with 
my trifling Obje&ions : if you will pardon my importunity, I will only 
trouble you with demanding an anſwer to ſomething which I propoun- 
ded in the beginning of this Diſcourſe, It may be Good men are happy, 
as you ſay; but methinks it were fit that wicked men, if there be any, 
ſhould be puniſh'd. For whilſt they are io Proſperity, as I told you be: 
fore, it is hard to believe that there is any God that cares how things go 
here, Do youthiok then that they are not puniſh'd ? replied the Prince. 
Do you think they are fo highly privileg'd in their proſperity ? Beſide 
what I have ſaid already to prove that the Material World is unable to 
ſatisfie the greater Appetites of the Soul, and ro ſhew how uncertain 
that ſmall pleaſure is which men ſometimes ſeem to take in their vain 
Dreams, there are other Reaſons which demonſtrate to me that wick- 
ed men cannot be happy. God hath interwoven Vexation with th-ic 
molt proſperous Conditions; Inſeparable Imperftefions do conttantly 
moleſt them,and they are frequently aſſaulted with unexpeCed Accidents, 
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by which means they are never {ecure, never at eaſe, I think this but a 
{mall matter and common to al! i hich pariake of the fame eltates with 
them. But becauſe they are V/icxed, they are tor that very Reaſon Un- 
happy : Wickednefs is its own greateſt Puniſhment, neither can Puniſh- 
ment be ſo properly demonſtrated as by the Nature of Sin. Reaſon and 
Virtue are the Glory of Hymane Natnre:& as it hath a are content io the 
Diſcourſes of Wiſdom : ſo in the pertormance of Actions futable to Vir- ' 
tue it finds an Acquieſcence like unto that which things have in their pro: 
per place, But he which breaks theſe Laws, offers violence to the No- 
bleſt Principles of his Soul; and they are (o interwoven with the Eſſence 
of it, that he which affrontsthem, endeavours to degrade himſelf. Thoſe 
repeated Attions which induce Habits of fin, deprave the Soul, and fink: 
it into a baſe State of Being, ſumetimes making it ro wallow in Mud with 
brute Beaſts, and ſometimes throwing it into that fiery Pit where Proud 
and Wrathful Spirits are tormented, The ſhame that is faſten'd to all 
wicked Attions ſhews that they are naturally baſe, Let a man fin never 
ſo privately,as raviſha Virgio,or roba Travellerina Wilderneſs; though 
there be no witcels to make him bluth, yet when he thinks what he hath 
done, he is ſenſible of the Nature of Honeſty which he hath wrong'd ; 
and the Prevzrication is odious, becauſe the Law which he hath tranC. 
preſs'd is the tranſcript of eternal Righteouſneſs written in the Heart of 
Man by God when he made Humane Nature; and he can have no plea- 
ſure to remember that he hath done an Action fo diſagreeable to Nature. 
That Sir is its own puniſhment, is ſo generally true, that a man can neg: 
le& the Rules of Virtue in nothing, but he is weaken'd and debas'd in 
Soul, or Body, or both. - 

But leſt bold Men ſhould (light this Turpitude, and think to make 2 
Compenſation for ſome diſlike of themſelves by the pleaſant diverſions 
which Sin allows, God hath made it impoſlible to be undiſturb'd in Wic- 
kedneſs, by reaſon of the ſharp Remorſes of an evil Conſcience. If they 
will (fo, this will bear witneſs, and, if none elſe do, accuſe, and hath Au- 
thority to conGemn too, and it always ſees its Sentence put in Execution, 
Thoſe which are puniſh'd by it, are burnt with a ſullen flame, which tor- 
ments the Soul as a feveriſh heat doth the Body, The Sparks of this fire 
may be hid in Embers, but it cannot be put out. It hath been formerly 
repreſented by Furies with buruiog Torches,and ſometimes by the Theſ- 
peſian Vipers ; for a Sinner is ever goaw'd by his Conſcience upon the re- 
membrance of anill governed Life, They are very Igfiorant which thiok 
there are no pains but ſuch as are Bodily ; for the Mind is capable of grea: 
ter Torments, That which afflicts the Fleſh is only ſome preſent Pain g 
but the Soul is vex'd with that whichis paſt, with what it feels at preſent, 
and with the Fears of that which is to come. It's true, Jolly Sioners do 
what they can to make the World believe that they feel no ſuch thing ; 
but how is thit poſſible > We know that Eſſential Principles are the ſame 
in all Men : Wiſe men of all Religions-have acknowleg'd a Conſcience 
to be rooted in the Nature of the Soul, that is, a Power which atimad- 
verts upon our Ations, and condemns us for what we do amiſs. This 
ſevere Reprover, by blows which Sinners only feel, deſtroys that Joy 
which they promiſe tq themſelves in proſperous Wickedaeſs. This 
makes Murtherers take but little content in thoſe Pofleſſtons which they 
have purchaſs'd with the Innocent blood of thoſe whom they have 
kill'd with the Violation of all Sacred Rights. If Sioners be .well, 
what makes them uſe ſo many Arts to palliate their ſickneſs 2 what makes 


them ſo burthenſome to themſelves when they are alone ? what makes 
them 
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them ſeek ſo many diverſions, but the hope ſo to drive away this evil ſpi- 
rit which haunts them? Have not Tyrants kill'd or baniſh'd all Wiſe and 
Good men they could reach,left they ſhould have witnefles of their Acti- 
ons, becauſe their Conſciences told them that they were unjuſtifiable ? 
Have not ſome Vicious Perſons ſought Refuge from thinking in perpetu- 
al Druokenneſs ? and others thrown away their lives, not being able to 
endure themſelves? I thank God,l abhor deſires of Revenge,and [ think 
It is too Cruel to thiok of thoſe who have wrong'd me without great Pi. 
ty; but I amaſſured, though neither God nor Man puniſh them in this 
World, they will never be able to pardon themſelves. 

But I muſt add to this which I have named, the Torment which awaits 
them inthe other World 3 the fear of that muſt needs be a great Vexati- 
on, as it is an incomparable Pleaſure to a good man that he hopes ro be 
happy there. This expeQation blaſts the Delights of ſinners, and makes 
them but like thoſe Recreations which condema'd men enjoy in Priſons, 
who though they play at Cards or: Tables, yet the Ropes about their 
necks ſpoil their ſport, whilſt they continually put them in mind of being 
hang'd. Igrant that Athieſts endeavour to blunt the edge of this Argu- 
ment by a flat denial of Immortality, and would willingly thick that 
they are all dead in the other World, becauſe none ever came to them 
to give them notice of the contrary : but thoſe faith-worthy ſtories which 
report the Appearances of Spirits, and have told us of ſome that have ri- 
ſen from the Dead, put them many times into ſuch agonies, that they 
would be glad to be aſſured of their Annihilation after this Life. When 
they venture to thiok ſeriouſly (which they dare but ſeldom do) they 
have ſuch an unacceptable remembrance of what they have been, and ſo 
much aſſurance, that if there be any happineſs afterward, they ſhall have 
no ſhare in it, that to comfort themſelves they vote, That there is nothing 
after this Life. Theſe ſuffrages ſignifie indeed their ſtrong defires,but are 
no Arguments of a true Opinion concerning the Future ſtate ; but that 
uneafie Tewper of Soul which makes them wiſh ſo, proves what I aſſert, 
That they are not happy at preſent. 

* Ones 4. I may be this is true, replied * 4pronexs, and it ic be, I confeſs that 
im Frovi= thoſe whom you call Wicked are very uvhappy 3 yet it ſeems ſtil] a kind 
of flur to that Government you ſpeak of, that it they deſerve that Puniſh- 
ment, they have it not ſooner, It is ſomething which you ſay ot the for. 
mer ſorts of Torment which you have mention'd, but they are inviſible, 
and ſo little notice is taken of ther by others ; but if they were hurried 
to Execution as ſoon as they io, it would ſtrike a Terrour upon By-ſtan- 
ders : but fince Vengeance is ſo long in coming, they are incourag'd to 
fin by delay. Good mens Hopes are weaken'd, and they are ready to 
ſay, If God negle@ his ſervants, why ſhould they worſhip him? Juſtice 
is blaſphem'd, and the Force of Law enervated. If fome happen to be 
ſtruck ſooner, it is but as Thunderbolts fall, by chance : And who can 
imagine but they do ? for they often cleave a gallant Oak, and ſome- 
times tear an uſeful Sail? or kill a harmleſs Traveller; when thoſe 
which fio boldly arrive at gray Hairs without any conſiderable Misfor- 
tune, and jn appearance die peaceably. Poor Aprozexs, ſaid the Prince 
ſmiling, what flight devices art thou conſtrain'd to uſe to ſupport 
a falſe Plea? Muſt there be no Providence unleſs thoſe which fin 
be preſently Condemn'd and immediately Executed ? Thoſe which ſia 
are always Condemn'd, and God is ſo merciful, that he thinks it pu- 
niſhment enough that for a while they carry their heavy croſles,to which 


you would have .them preſently nail'd. He is fo Gracious, _ he 
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doth uſually reſpite irreverſible Doom 1! expeCtation of Amendment, 
and {o both ſaves (inoers, and teacheth thoſe which look on to imitate his 
merciful Example. Thoſe which have deſerved the blowyfear that he will 
ſtrike too ſoon ; and ſhall any be weary of the Divine Patience which 
comforts others, becaule they love to ſee lincers fall ? I muſt alſo tell you, 
Aproneus, that he is not ſo geutle as to neglect Jultice. God doth make 
Examples enough in every Age to let all the World ſee their danger : 
and though ſome be ſpar'd that deſerve preſent Punithment, it is both a 
Glory to his Forgiveneſs, that ſome of thoſe which eſcape, Repentz and 
if helet many go 1n hopes of their Emendation, may he not as well and 
much better do it, then a General decimate his Regiments for a Mu- 
tiny of which they are all guilty ? God is not endamaged by delay, thoſe 
which continue their Rebellion can never get out of his reach ; he is not 
willing to diſpeoplethe Earth by ſudden Executions, But becauſe men 
are apt by long lmpunity to imagine that either they are not obnoxious, 
or that none regards what they do; God many times is forc'd to copfute 
their Imaginations by Great Plagues, Pioing Famine, Cruel Wars, to un- 
burthen the Earth of its wicked Load, and takes away ſuch as had too 
long oppreſs'd Virtue and ſupported Wickednels with the moſt vile Ex- 
amples : by which means he ſhews both how unreaſonable Sinners are 
whom no forbearance will reclaim, and ſhow Juſt he is when he uſeth ſe- 
vefity, becauſe thoſe which ſuffer it finn'd fo long agaiaſt one that was 
loath to puniſh, and by his Puniſhments aſſerts his Providence. By ſome 
words which you have deliver'd, you ſeem to be willing to think, Apro- 
24s, that God doth not manage his Juſtice with Prudence, becauſe he 
doth not inflict all Mul&s upon the perſons of ſinners, But muſt this 
piece of his Goodneſs alſo be made an Argument againſt his Providence? 
and ſhall we thiok he doth puniſh by chance, becauſe he is mercifully 
Juſt? Was it not eſteem'd a Favour to the Perſars,when their Emperour 
commanded only the Turbants to be beaten ? Did the World uſe to 
grumble at the Charge of their Sacrifices, when God requir'd only a Beaſt 
tora Man? But I ſpare to urge this any further, becaule thoſe which are 
ready to fink, muſt be permitted to catch at Reeds, 

Here 4pronens made ſuch a pauſe as (ignified that he had no mind to 
proceed avy further : but * Diaporon, craving leave to continue the Diſ- 


' courſe, added, I have fo great ſatisfaftion,moſt Excellent Prince,ia your * 


Anſwers to the ObjeGtions which Apronens hath made, that I have no: 
thiog to renewa Reply ; yet other things which he hath not quoted, di: 
ſturb my belief in this point, For if God be Almightily Good, and Rule 
this World by an unerring Prudence, how came this Unlucky thiog $:#, 
which makes ſo much trouble, into it? You fayitis evil, and aſſert thar 
nothing but Good comes from God ; whence is it then? What? did 
ſome envious Anti-God put this flaw upon his Work ? There is no Que- 
{tion, replied the Prince, but Sin is Evil, for nothing elſe doth proper- 
ly deſerve that name; and itis as indubitable that the moſt good God 
Is cot-the Author of it : and yet todefend his Honour we need not run 
tothat old Fable of Oromaſdes and Arimanins, whom the Ancients, not 
knowing how otherwiſe to anſwer the Queſtion concerniog the Ocrigi- 
nal of Evil, ſet up as two Gods, and made one the Author of Good, 
and the other of Evil z for this matter is determinable by aſcribing E- 
vil tc its proper Cauſe, which will clear the doubt, and refle& nodiſ- 
paragement upon the All- Good God : Men brought in Evil by the 
tool:ſh abuſe of that Free-will which God had given them. It is the 
Glory of the Creator, that he could make ſuch a Noble Automaton 

as 
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as Man, who moves ſpontaneoutly, and according to av invate Liberty of 
Election determines himſelt to his Actions. He put his Liberty into the 
hands of an Intelligent Creature, whom he made both able to know that 
which is Good, and fitted his Nature to the Love of it. He made it fo 
much his Iotereſt to be Obedient,that he promis'd him great Rewards for 
doing ſmall Daties ; unto the performance of which he gave him ſufficient 
Aſſiſtance. He told him wherein Evil couliſted, forewarn'd him of its wiſ- 
chievous Nature, fbrbad him to introduceit, and by a moſt rightful Au- 
thority threaten'd him ſeverely if he tranſgreſs'd the Orders which he had 
receiv'd,But Man,by a perverſe abuſe of his Freedom,chuſcth that which 
is worſe, will not take pains to diſtinguiſh that which is truly Good from 
that which is ſo in Appearance only, and fo (tos. 

I thought, replied * Diaporon, that as all things receiv'd their Beeing 
from God, ſo they operate only as they are acted by his Power ; and thar 
therefore though ſome things which they do are not Good, yet fiace no- 
thing can work without his Aſſiſtance, it may be ſuppos'd that he let Sin- 
ners into the World ; and though they affront his Authority, it is not a 
matter of any great conſequence, ſince they are permitted only as a 
Dramatiſt ſometimes brings a Mimick upon the Stage, who abuſes the 
Poet himſelf. If thisbe a true accompt of Sto, then it is not a Fault, but 
rather an Ornament of the Creation, God is a moſt excellent Dramartiſt, 
ſaid the Prince, to keep your own Metaphor, and hath made the World 
a Noble Repreſentation of his Divine Art; and wheo he brings Actors 
upon the Stage, he aſſigns every one according to his Ability a conveni- 
ent Part, and commands them to obſerve the Order which he hath ap- 
pointed:and if they pronounce the Words which he hath ſet,and act their 
Parts according to the Rules which he hath preſcrib'd,they do honour to 
God, and receive praiſe from wiſe SpeCtators, and Rewards fromthe Au- 
thor,But when Man, which hath a Poetical Fancy, dill:kes his Parr, and 
changeth that which is given to him by the Variations of his own Wit, or | 
aQts that which belongs noi to him, he diſturbs the Deſigo, and is like one 
that fings out of Tune io a Muſical performance. The Dramatiſt ſees what 
is done,and,though he ſtay till the Company are diſmiſs'd.will be ſure to 
call him to account in the withdrawing-Room; nay, the Spectators them- 
ſelves which know the Poet are much diſpleaſs'd that the Foo] thould put 
in ſuchdiſagreeable Parts, knowing they are not of the Author's Compo- 
ſiog, and do often hiſs him offthe Stage, when he thought to have made 

ood Sport,and ſometimes in diſlike of the Impertinency go away. Sin in 
the World is like an ill Leflon play'd upon an inſtrumeut out of Tune. 
Humane Nature was well ſtruog and exactly tun'd by him that madeit : 
but when men break the ſtriogs or play ſcurvily, it is moſt abſurd to com- 
plain of God, the Fountain of IntelleQtual and Senſible Harmony. 

But, Excellent Prince, replied Diaporor, fince God could have hin- 
dred Errour, why did he not ? If he had not permitted man to himſelf, 
he had not fail'd, What, Diaporen, ſaid the Prince, ſhall not God 
have leave to make a man, except he be oblig'd alſo to tie him hand 
and foot as ſoon as he hath done? If man have a power to finand nct 
to fin, ſhall the unthankful Fool fin, and theo rather accuſe him who 
gave him power not to {in, then himſelf who had not ſinn'd but that 
he abus'd it? Sin is a Voluntary Loſs of an excellent Priviledge, and 
is not Originally in the Nature, but in the Action : Nature ſignifies 
the ſame thiog, that is Courtefie and Obligation, whether men uſe it 
well or ill, But fince God could have prevented it, ſaid Diaporoz, ard 
did not, it ſcems to be better that there ſhould be Sinners then not ; and 
it 
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if it be ſo, what need we tak* any care what we do ? Certainly, Dzapor cr 


replied the Prince, you are little vers d in the Nature of Vertue, which 
cannot conſiſt with Compulſion : For what Vertue is it to do that which 
we cannot reſiſt? If Liberty had not been given, there could have becn 
no Vertue; but it wasa thing worthy of God to bring Vertue into the 
World, although at the ſame time Sin was not made imp«{lible. It's true, 
God could have made man like a Sempiternal C'ock,and hung the heavy 
weights of Neceſfity upon all his Faculties, and forc'e all his Motions an 
Actions ; but as our Nature had ſuffer'd a great prejudice to have bcen 
ſo meanly conſtituted,ſo it had been a great Dilparagement to theCreator 
that he was not able to makea free Agent, and he had left himſclt but a 
little room for his Providence : for what great matter of Government is 
it to keep things in order which are bound up in Chains of ITovincible 
Neceſſity ? The Glory which God would then have had in Ordering the 
affairs of the Intelligent World would have been but like to that of a 
Good Clock:keeper. 


| SAS 1 


But by our Argument,* Dieporon,if you mind it, we muſt believe that it « ,,, ,z, 
were beticr God had beſtow'd no Excellent Gifts upon us, if they be ca- deutr:. 


pable of any miſapplications: & theretore we ought to be ſorry that ever 
we receiv'd the bleſſing of Reaſon ; for itis well known that many a- 
buſe it to very unworthyDefigos. And fo you infer that it is better men had 
never been Created.See what fooliſh Conſequences you make when you 
underſtand oot,or contradict an Infioite Wiſdom.l hope that this makes it 
manifeſt that it is far moreRational that a power of being Vertuous ſhould 
be beſtow'd upon men then that they ſhould have been wholly depriv'd 
of that Excellency,though it be not immutably aflur'd from poſſibility of 
fia (and for this Reaſon we ought, contrary to what you ſaid,to take care 
that we fin not) both in reſpec of our ſelves, it being unreaſonable be- 
cauſe ingratcful,when we have through our own negle& made our ſelves 
badzto accuſe God for making us Good ; fince if it had not been our own 
fauit,we might both have continued ſo,aud have grown better:and inre- 
ſpe&t of God,to whom it is no prejudice,fince his Orders are never ſo neg- 
leed but he can make himleifan Amends for the contempt; and it is no 
ſmall teltimony of Providence, to make a good uſe of things which fall 
out unhandſomely. As he himſelf is the Author ouly of Good,fo he per- 
mits no Evil to be done by others of which he cannot make a profitable 
improvement. That ſclf-conceited Player(to uſe your former Compariſon 
a little longer) which made a diſturbance by his own impertinent and 
fooliſh Additions,is but a Foil to the excellent Wit of the Poet; for the 
Spectators have a Copy of the Play by them, and know that the Author 
put no ſuch things into his Defign : and when he aQts that which is pre- 
ſcrib'd, but not as he ought, it makes only to the Diſparagement of the 
Imprudent Actor, for all diſcerning Auditors infinitely excuſe the Dra- 
matiſt from any fault, and blame the Player fo much the more, becauſe 
the part which he ated ill-favouredly was excellent. This is all the Ap- 
plauſe which he gains,when by traoſgreſſiog hisRules he thought to have 
made an unexpetted Sport, ThusGod out-wits arrogantFools:tor though 
he hathgranted to Maa a free principle by which he is Maſter of his own 
Actions ; yet it he do fooliſhly when he pleaſeth himſelf, it isnot tobe 
imagin'd that he hath leave to wander out of the bounds of Providence. lt 
is ai-honour to us that God hath taken us aboard hisGreatVeſlel:& more, 
that being there he hath not confin'd us to our Cabbin,but given us leave 
to wa}k upon theDecks or below at pleaſure:but it were a ſimple thing to 
imagine thit he would not (ſteer to hisPort,or that our inconliderableMo: 
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tions ſhould hinder the Courſe of his Ship, or that he would not puniſh 


us a ſhore or reward us according to our Deportment a-ſhip-board. 

But fiace Vertue is Good, replied * Diaporon, and God loves it, and 
Goodneſs is the happineſs of Men,and God,as you ſay, doth not envy us 
to be Happy 3 Ithiok he ought to have tound out ſme way to have made 
all men Good, You diſpute boldly, ſaid the Prince with a ſmart Accent ; 
and if you made theſe Pleas in your own Name, I ſhould thiok you very 
proud. Good Butter-flie, venture not too near the flame, l«-{t you bir 
your Wings. Sober men havealwayes acknowledg'd thar Mudelty is ng 
where more neceſlary then in divine Inquiries,and that theſe Speculations 
have ſuch bounds ſet, that none can attempt to pals them with more dil: 
cretion then venture over Precipices, becauſe Gods underſtanding is as 
far beyond ours as his Power tranſcendsall that we can do. However this 
I fay to your Objection, God hath appointed a way to make men Good, 
but you do not like it. You would have had a Man made ſomething elſe 
then that which he now is. Humane Nature 1s Good, and therefore God 
cannot be blamed that made it, But it might have been better, you ſay, 
You may do well to be aopgry that men are not Gods, But you will do 
better to ſay, ſince men are Good by God's Gift, and may be better by 
their own Induſtry through his afſiſtance,which he is alwayes willing to 
give; if they be bad, let them not blame God, but themſelves. We muſt 
not demand what we pleaſe of him that owes us nothing ; and itis ex- 
treme folly, when we have enough, to be diſcontented becauſe we have 
not more, What though God could have granted ſuch a priviledge to 
Man that he ſhould not have been capable of being deceiv'd 2 yet you 
cannot juſtly quarrel with him for not doing it, but are bound to return 
thanks to him for that ſufficient knowledg of Truth which he hath be: 
ſtow'd, ſince God was neither bound to make us or give us any thiog. But 
you, Diaporon, would have ſome Method of Melioration which ſhould 
make men Good whether they will or no,if I may ſpeak fo abſurdlyzand 
I ſuppoſe you have a mind to ask, if you would ſpeak plain, why God 
doth not ſhew himſelf ſo viſibly to men as to make it impoſiible for them 
to queſtion his Beeing, and why he doth not work Miracles every year to 
convince Atheiſts. You care not for Converſe with God, unleſs you may 
determine the manner of it. But you ſhould remember that it is a high fa- 
vour that we have leave to approach to Almighty God in any way that he 
will appoint. The Divine Wiſdom hath made choice of an Ingenuous 
Faith as the Foundation of all entercourſe with Eternal Truth; and that 
Principle doth then declare its Nature and Power where ſufficient Cauſes 
of Belief are given,though they are oot ſuch as do compel our Aflent, or 
leave no room for Doubt, if men will pertinacioufly endeavour to cavi! 
againſt the Truth. Religion ought to have a Prudential Bottom, becauſe 
it is a Rational Worſhip of God, and cannot confiſt except it be ſuppor. 
ted with Reaſon ; but it hath no ſuch Motives as to force obedience from 
the moſt Wicked. If God ſhould appear in his Glory, it would amazc 
men into belief by fight ; and if he ſhould fo extort ſubmiſſion from his 
Creatures, they would have nothing left whereof they could make a 
free-offering to him, 

Let medeſire you, *Dzaporon,to conſider what an Indecorum it were to 
change the Method of Vertue which God hath put. God hath promis'd 
Happineſs to mankind upon fair Terms,for he hath made Vertue the com- 
mon Rode to it, which is ſmooth and agreeable to our Nature : Is it noe 
then unreaſonable, that they ſhould come to the journey's evd which de- 
cline the way? It is unjuſt that thoſe who have indiſpos'd themſelves for a 
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heppy ſtate, ſhould aſterward meet with ſuch things as ſuit their Diipo- 
tition? How can they hope to receive a Crown, which never did auy 
thing worthy of it? It is more patience then they deſerve that God bears 
with them till they Trifle away their whole Lite, eſpecially having fre- 
quently perſwaded them to the contrary. Since God pleaſeth himſelf 
with the Ingenuous converſe of ſome few which Love him of choice, 
he is not to be blamed by ſuch as do not devote their Souls to him; be: 
cauſe as he doth an infinite Courtefie to Holy Souls whilſt he takes 
pleaſure in them , ſo he hath highly deſerv'd of thoſe which are un- 
done, becauſe they have miſplacd their AfﬀeGions upon mean 
Objects. 

Here Diaporon replied, But fince,Dear Prince,it is our [ntereſt to be 
Good, and God is moſt Gracious in his Nature, and knows that we are 
very weak; it ſeems congruous to thoſe Conſiderations, that he ſhould 
have made the Method of our Happineſs eater, by taking out of our 
way thoſe Tentations which ſometimes make us ſit dowr, and ſometimes 
lead us aſide. Sure * Diaporon, ſaid the Prince, you have a great love + g,,.,;, 
to [dleneſs, or elle your Temper is more Cowardly then 1 imagined. dewbr:.. 
Would you have. thought it better if God had made us without Facul- 
ties ? or, ſince they are beſtow'd upon us,do you thiok it fit they ſhould 
be uſeleſs? You find fault with this World, becauſe it is not a 8tadinne 
where men receive the Prize which never run for it. If you had not fond 
Paſſions, you would not defire that men be rewarded for doing nothiog, 
Is it a thing worthy of God to beſtow Felicity upon ſuch as will do what 
they pleaſe, and flight the Obſervation of ſuch DireCtions as he hath de- 
clard to be the only Means allow'd for the obtaining that Excellent 
End? You would have God govern the World by ſuch Rules as ſup- 
poſe Men to be ſcarce any thing, How came you to be thus ſoft Diaporon? 
Will you not keep your way when you travel, if another Road croſs it? 
Will you leave oft your thoughts of going Home,becauſe you ſee hand- 
ſome Inns by the way? Hath God commanded us any thing but that 
which is Good ? Hath he forbidden us any thing but that which doth us 
hurt £ We may evjoy what pleaſeth us ſo long as it is profitable : he hath 
made our Bound only where it is not to our benefit to gofurther, and 
ſhall we be ſounthankful and ſtupid as tocall it a Tentation that we have 
not leave to do our ſelves a miſchief? If in any thing you take pains, 
doth not the pleaſure of a Vertuous Induſtry and the great Reward 
which is promis'd,iofinitely exceed your ſmall Labour ? What are you af- 
fraid of ? Alas / the Roſe-buſh hath prickles uponit 3 you are ſorry that 
God hath made any thing that doth bite.” Coward, if ſome things have 
Teeth, you have Hands and Eyes, can you not look to your ſelf £ What 
would you never go alone, Child ? You are troubled that you have not a 
perpetual Keeper aſlign'd to you. This is a fooliſh objection : God hath 
made Day in vainfor ſuch as are offended with the Light of the Sun,and 
laid Rewards to ſmall purpoſe before ſuch as hate Action ; and we muſt 
needs think that all thoſe do, whom every trifliog Accident tempts to be 
Idle. 

When the Prince had faid theſe words, he left his Chair, and walk'd 
up and down the Room:but perceiving a melancholy in Diaporon's Coun- 
tenance, he ask'd him if he was troubled with any thing which was ſpo- 
ken.No,excellent Prince,replied Dzaporom, but I have ſome ſcruples yet, 
from which, if it were not uncivil, I ſhould beglad to be delivered by 
your gentle hands.Propound them then, ſaid the Prince, and we will dil- 
courſe walking. Then Diaporon proceeded thus : I ſhoul 2cquicſce - 
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the Reaſvns which you havealledged concerning the (tate of Vertue and 
Vice,but thatI am told there is no ſuch Liberty as you have mention'd; in 
that all things are moved by the Laws of an Invincible Neccſlity,and thar 
ail Cauſes are chain'd to their Effets by ſuch a Fatal Connexton,that no 
EleCtion, Wit or Power can break the leaſt Link : which it it be true, 
your fair Diſcourſe concerning Choice is but a pleaſant Impoſture, Par- 
ticularly they ſay, That we are made in our Natures what we are, and 
detcrmin'd in our AQtions to what we do by the Influences of the Stars, 
from which alſo by an inevitable Order we are to expect our Condition 
of Life for all the time that we are inBeing. The Prince replied, to re- 
ſolve the firſt part of your Objection, Diaporon, | would have you to 
conſider whether it be likely that Men are no more Authors of their 
Actions then thoſe Automata which are mov'd with ſprings of Steel; or 
whether we do no more deſerve blame for Irregular Actions thena watch 
ought to be beaten when it goes wrong, When Men live Vertuouſly,are 
they nomore to be prais'd then the Tools of an Artiſt which have been 
imploy'dion making an excellent Machine ? Did the Helleſpont delerve 
as much to be whipt for the breaking the Ships of Xerxez, as a Parricide 
to ſuffer Death for the Murtheriog his Father ? Or was it as rational in 
that proud Perſian to write Letters to Mount Athos, as for Atofſato have 
reprov'd her Son for that Folly 2 What difference can there be between 
any of the foremention'd Inſtances, .if all things be tyed by the Laws 
of invincible Deſtiny, and are extrinſecally determin'd to all their A- 
ions ? Thoſe who can ſwallow ſuch abſurdities need make no ſcruple 
of throwing Vertue and Vice out of the World : and indeed by enter- 
taining the foreſaid Opinions they are oblig'd to do it. But God forbid, 
* Diaporon, that you ſhould ingage in ſuch monſtrous wickedneſs, 

Let me tell you alſo, added the Prince, that what you faid concerning 
the Stars is moſt extravagant, If you can imagine ſuch Fancies to be Cre- 
dible, you are prepar'd to believe all thoſe Ridiculous Fables which idle 
Dreamers have reported concerning the Stars. Theſe pretenders to new 
Principles of knowledg, which ſcorn the old becauſe they did not invent 
them, and it may be becauſe their neceſſary Conſequences are altogether 
unacceptable to their debauch'd Humour, would have us think that by 
the Motions of the Heavens and various Circumrotations of the Stars a 
Matter was generated at firſt, which being ſpred and ſown in the Earth 
gave a Being to Men. A ſtory of the ſame Credibility with Lucian's Der- 
drite, and may paſs in the ſame Rank with the Fable of Dexcalion and 
Pyrrha, If by theſe omnipotent Influences men became Ratioual Crea- 
tures, | ſuppoſe ſome piercing Effluxes which proceeded from the Bull's 
Horns boar'd their heads with two holes before, and one of each fide, 
that they might hear and peep through them 3 and that their Maſculine 
Irradiations make Boyes, as the Feminine do Girles. To what other Cauſe 
ſhould we aſcribe the Difference of Sexes? I gueſs alſo that from ſome 
extraordinary Illapſes their Rival Fortune-tellers, the Gypſies, took 
their Original, 

But which will they ſay,Diaporon,that theſe potent Stars produce theſe 
admirable Effe&s, Ignorantly or Knowingly £ If they do it Ipnorantly,we 
muſt ſuppoſe that they run round like blind Horfes tied to a Mill-wheel. 
But for Honour fake I ſuppoſe they will ſay that they do it knowingly,and 
ſo every Star is an underſtanding perſon: & it is no great boldnels to af- 
firm that,for ſome old doting Nations made them Gods, and beſtow?*d,as 
it was fit,divine Worſhip upon them,as they did alſo upon every Earthly 


Beiog which was beneficial to them,committing not only ſtupid Idelatry, 
but 
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but Ingrateful Sacriledge ; for they robb'd the Maſter of his Honour to 
giveit to his Vaiſals, We may now ezfily imapine what other rare feats 
theſe knvwing Stars do pertorm: Certaioly the Sun and Moon, no mean 
perſons. h:v- excellent Diſcourſes when they talk together in their Con- 
Junftious. The Turks (thoſe grand Maſters of Learning) have inform'd 
us that they lie together in the Eclipſes, and beget Stars, A fair ſolution 
of the Phenomenon of new Stars which are ſometimes obſerv'd by Aſtro- 
nomers. The Sun is Hot, and therefore every Night goes to bed in the 
cool waters of the Atlantick Ocean, and makes oblique Motions toward 
the Tropicks to refreſh himſelf at the Fountains of Cold, the Poles; and 
by his nearer approaches viſits one of them in Summer, and the other in 
Winter, leſt they ſhould take his too-long abſence unkindly, for they are 
very ſenſible, eſpecially of Civilities, Itis very likely that the Moon is 
the Sun's Witczand that with his leave ſhe doth ſometimes officioully ſup. 
ply his abſence in the Night,leſt the darken'd Hemiſphere ſhould fall out 
with her Husband. Ic would trouble us to gueſs what theſe living Crea- 
tures do feed upon, for they muſt needs be hungry and thirſty ; but that 
we may remember that the Earth and Sea, not unthaokful for the daily 
Courtelirs which they receive trom them, do continually exhale Tribu- 
tary Vapours to keep their BenefaCtours alive. 

Theſe are the Great Princes which Domineer over this lower World, 
who by the Sidereal Influences, which are ſent down from their high and 
mighty Powers, do raiſe Humane Spirits and Aﬀairs as eaſily as the full 
Moon ſwells a Cat's Eyes. Theſe Potentates dwell in thoſe Magnificent 
Houſes which Judicial Aſtrologers have built for them, founded not 
much unlike to Caſtles in the Air. Without queſtion they have an 
excellent Polity among them, and the Greater Powers give order to 
thoſe which are Inferiour, who dare not be diſobedient to them what- 
ſoever it coſts them. Is is manifeſt, in that poor Dzana loſt her Temple 
which was burnt at Epheſus that night when Alexander was born, be- 
cauſe ſhe was ſent by order of ſome higher Intelligence to be 0limpia's 
Midwife. Theſe ſenſible Stars may well be thoſe Wheels upon which 
the Fates of the World are ſpun, and accordingly the Circumvolutions 
of the Heavens muſt be the turning of thoſe wheels. I ſuppoſe that the 
Puny Stars may be the Parce's Spindles, of which they make uſe 
when they draw the contemptible Threds of mean Fortunes or ſhort 
Lives. 

It may be, ſaid the Prince, Continuing his diſcourſe, you think me 
too pleaſant in reſolving this ſcruple ; but how can I, Diaporon,give any 
other then Jocular anſwers to ſuch a Frivolous Doubt ? I wonder, 
if you will have me more ſerious, how Humane Nature came to be guil- 
ty of ſuch a groſs Paralogiſm, as to believe that becauſe the Sun hath 
a known Influence of Heat, that therefore it hath as many more as men 
pleaſe to aſſign to it, (ſome of which are little leſs then Contradictory 
tocachother; for they ſay it both heats and moiſtens) or becauſe the 
Sun hath ſome conſtant operations which are Regular and deprehen- 
fible by Reaſon, therefore we may attribute other fantaſtical Ettes 
to it which have no foundation in Obſervation, Who knows not that 
the Sun, theeldeſt Sonof Nature and Father of the Day, the Foun- 
tain of our Light, and that General Fire which warms all the World, 
doth accompliſh rare things upon our Terreſtial Globe ? That it 
makes the four different Seaſons of the Year, in which earthly Bodies 
are obſerv'd to ſuffer very conſiderable Mutations ? In Spring it makes 


the Herbs to grow, the Plants to Bud , the Trees to Flouriſh ; in 
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tumn, having finiſh'd his Anniverſary task with us,having the fame work 
to do in another place, begins to withdraw, that then allo the exhauſted 
Ground may repairits ſelf all Winter with cold and moiſture againſt the 
next Spripg. Theſe are known EffeCts, and we perceive that they flow 
from the Acceſs, Abode, and Receſs of that aſſured Influence, Heat : but 
what is that to thoſe ſtrange Products which have no dependence upon 
any known Virtue in the Sun, but are as fictious as thoſe Conſequences 
which Deluders do Variouſly feign? They have no foundation in Rea- 
ſor, except this be ſufficient, that becauſe the Sun is an excellent Inſtru- . 
ment, it is a Principal Agent ; or rather becauſe it can do ſomething, it can 
do all things, which is to ſay, becauſe it is a brave Creature, it is a God. 
I cannot imagine upon what other ground they ſhould aſlert that the 
Sun doth create Prophets as well as make the Graſs to grow,and beſtow 
rare Abilities upon Law-givers, and adorn ſome great Miniſters of Re- 
ligion with the power of Miracles, as eaſily as it can melc a Ball of 
Snow, 

Ic were not difficult to give you, Dzaporon, a particular notice of the 
manifeſt falſhood of thoſe incovfiſtent Principles with which thoſe pre: 
tenders to Aſtrological knowledg endeavour to ſupport their Errors 
with which they would abuſe you ; but it would be too long at pre- 
ſent, and fince we ſhall meet often, I will doit when you pleaſe. [ believe 
by this tiwe you are willing to retire, faid the Prince , continuiog his 
Speech to * Apronens, and Diaporon, for we have talk'd a good while; I 
will only ſtay you ſo long as to, give you a little Advice, for I perceive 
you have been converſant with Atheiſts, who though they dare not ſpeak 
dire&tly, yet if you examine what they ſay, you will find that thoſe Ar- 
gumens which are us'd to traduce the Providence of God, ſerve no lels 
to impugn his Beeipg. I preſume the rather to give you a friendly notice 
of your Danger, becauſe Atheiſm is not only ſtain'd with ingratitude,but 
is commonly rooted ina love of Sin, and nouriſh'd with a defire.to live 
with an unregulated Will. When men have perſwaded themſelves that 
there is no Divine Power,to whoſe Laws they owe an Obedient Regard, 
they think they may indulge themſelves ina Voluptuous Life without 
controll. They deny the becing of God, leſt they ſhould be put to the 
trouble of giving him holy Worſhip ; and when they ſeem to allow a 
Deity, they confine him to the ſuper-aerial Regions, leſt being plac'd too 
near them he ſhould take notice of what they do here below, and fo for 
fear of being call'd to an account for their enormous practices, they deny 
his Providence. 

Your Civility, ſaid Diaporos to the Prince, is infinitely obligiog ; but I 
hope my Errour, if I be miſtaken,isnot ſo dangerous as you pretend, That 
great Philoſopher whom we honour as the Maſter of our SeCt doth not, 
I confeſs, acknowledg a Providence ; but 1 ſuppoſe itis not only for 
thoſe Reaſons which I have mention'd, but as thinking it is below a 
God to mind ſuch ſmall things, or that it would be troubleſome to his 
Happineſs. It is well known that he confeſs'd an Eternal and molt bleſſed 
Beeiog,and affirm'd that he ought to be worſhipp'd for the Excellency of 
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he did not believe a Deity, becauſe he reproach'd the Gods of his own 
Countrey, againſt whom he had but too much to ſay ; fo I hope your 
Charity will not let you call him Athieſt, although he thought that Di- 

vine Beeipg did take no care of this lower World. 
I know well, ſaid the Prince, that your Se doth magnific Fpicurus as 
the 
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the loventor of Truth and the Architect of Happineſs, who having vn!y 
been honour'd to ſee what is True,had redeem'd the World from errour, 
uid declared the Methods of a blef]-d Lite, which before were unknown: 
buc I know no Reaſon for any ſuch Encomium,both vecauſe a great part 
of his Philoſophy was not his own, and that which he added to what he 
borrow'd (to {:y no worle) is altogether Contempilble to Wiſe men ; for 
he aflerted the loweſt forts of bodily pleaſure to be the ſupreme Happi- 
neſs of men. This Impuration is not faſtned upon him by Ignorance in 
Hiſtory, as ſome of his Admirers would make the World believe; for by 
thoſe Relations which we find there, we have as much reaſon to doubr 
whether he himſelf werea Temperate perſoo, as to be aflyred that his 
Followers were not, Though Laertivs hath ſpoken in his beha!f,, andto 
vindicate his Reputation, ſays that his Scholars did either Iguorantly 
or wilfully miſtake him ; yet his profels'd Diſciple and great Admirer L#- 
cian, (who prefert'd him before all other Philoſophers, and extoll'd him 
wich the higheſt words which can be beſtow'd upon a Man) comparing 
him with Ariſtippus and Democritus his Maſters, ſays, that he exceeded 
them both in Impiety and Luxury, And we know that Cicero, an Author 
more Faith- worthy then Laertius,objeCted to one of Fpicurus his friends 
his unworthy Definition of Happinels, quoting it io his own words, and 
reproaching the ſence of it, aſſerts that Eficurus did acknowledg no Hap- 
pineſs diftint from ſoft and obſcene Pleaſures, of which he us'd to 
diſcourſe by Name without bluſhing. He reports alſo concerning Aetro. 
dorus, who was Epicurus his moſt intimate Companitoo,that he did ſcorng- 
fully diſdain his brother Timocrates, becauſe he made a doubt whether 
all things which belong to a happy Life are to be meaſu1*d by the Belly, 
and offer'd to fſhew Velleins his books if he queſtion'd the Allegation. 
His Garden was not ſhut againſt Whores ; Leontinm was the chief, fa- 
mous for her bold writing againſt Theophraſizr, and who caſt a ſufficient 
diſparagement of impotent Luſt upon Epicurns, even when he was grown 
old, ina Letter which ſhe wrote to Lamia, yet extant. 

But this is not a matter which I care to contend for, whether Epicurus 
was ſo Voluptuous as theſe report him to have been, or to ſhew that his 
Followers were egregioully diflolute,which isnot diſputed ; but to prove 
that his Principles did ſo diſpoſe mea to Vice, that he faid moſt cruly 
who long ago aſſerted, Let thoſe which would be Exceſfively Intempe- 
rate, prepare themſelves to enjoy their defire by embracing the Epicurear 
Philolophy. 

It is ſtrange to me that Epicurnus ſhould be ſo magnified for his Philo- 
ſophy, fince (as I ſaid before) the greateſt part of ieis not his: He took 
the beſt Flowers in his Garden from Democritns , without asking his 
leave, neither did he give him thanks for them afterward. Ir is a blur 
- upon him upon Record, that he did alſo ingratefully throw mud and 
ſtones into that Well from whence he water'd his Garden. But I chiefly 
blame him for thoſe DoEtrines which are by his own Se afſign'd co him 
as his proper Opinions, ſome of which you have repeated ; tor by them 
all he deprav'd the Philoſophy of Democritus , expos'd Humane Na- 
ture as a prey to Licentiouſneſs, exprefly devied God's Provi- 
derce, and only Ironicaly acknowledged a Deity, and fo undermin'd 
Religion. 

That he debas'd humane Nature,is prov'd already;for what can be more 
unworthy of a Man,then to uſe his Reaſon to make him more perfect!y a 
Beaſt? That the extirpation of all Religious Obſervance of God was his 


Deſign,is manifeſt both by the acknowledgment of his greate(t Dilcipl: f 
{ILL 


* 4 Piturs 
rudely delinea» 
red, 


Bentivolio and Uirania. Book V. 


pry by the nature of his Diſceurſe. Velleixs, extoil'd by his Contempora- 


ries as equal to any of Epicurys his Schollars that were Greeks, & preferr'd 
before all the Romans,embrac'd his Principles being afraid of that Omni- 
ſcient God which other SeCcts put as a perpetus] Obſerver of Humane 
AdQions,to whoſe Judgement he was not willing to be obaoxious for what 
he ſaid or did. He did rationally hope for exemption from theſe fears in 
the School of Epicurus; for Lucretius,who took the paius to put his Philo- 
ſophy into Verſes, hath recorded it as his Immortal Glory,that he was the 
firſt that ventur'd to ſet his Face, againſt Heaven,durſt diſclaim Religion, 
and brought Arguments agaioſt itinto the Field of Diſputation , which 
made Devotion tremble and flie out of the Souls of Men, & trampled un- 
der his Viorious feet that which durſt reſiſt him,and then eriumph'd over 
it. Some,I know,do excuſe this attempt with a ſmooth Interpretation,that 
he did not engage againſt Religion, but that groſs Superſtition which was 
practis'd by the Sottiſh part of the Heathen World. If that were all,we 
ſhould have no reaſon to find fault, neither would Lycretivs have any 
great cauſe to boaft of his Maſter's Valour: For the Superſtition which he 
vanquiſh'd was but a Cowardly thing ; and the Gods who were honour'd 
by it were ſo contermptible, that they could not defend themſclves nor 
their worſhip from the juſt ſcorn of Wiſe men. It was 2 moſt miſerable 
Picture of Divinity which was made up of all the Paſſions aud Vices of 
the worſt of menz& their Religion was proportionable, for ic principally 
conſiſted of ſuch Rites and Performances as were ObJations only fit for 
Devils. But true Religion, which is a Maſculine Principle, Rational in its 
Original, being founded in knowledg and Juſtice, and noble in irs Pro- 
dues, is affronted by its Arguments,For he not only denies Gods Regard 
of us,for which chiefly we are oblig'd to acknowledg him with Religious 
Adoration; but hath given ſuch uuworthy CharaCters of his Eternal Be- 
ing, which he pretends to own, that he doth rather expoſe him to Con- 
tempt then promote his Worſhip. Haviog left his moſt beautiful Attri- 
butes out of his we wy uy ath drawn only a wan [mage with a few 
inconfiderable Delineations,ſuch as are to be ſeen in the firſt Draughts of 
a PiQture; for which cauſe, if there had been no other Reaſon,it was juſt 
that his God was anciently derided by the name of * 2/onogrammys. What 
ſtrange kind of God muſt that needs be which doth nothing? It he have 
an Almighty Power, his Omnipotence is beſtow'd upon him to no pur- 
poſe ; it he have not, he is Contemptible for his Weakneſs. He ſays his 
Eternal Being is to be worſhip't for his Excellent Nature : but how can 
we believe that he hath ao Excellent Nature, who is devoid of the grea- 
teſt perfeion of Being, Goodneſs? Ic is the Glory of all brave Natures 
to be Good, and it is the Luſtre of the Divine Majeſty that it is the Beſt : 
But what Goodneſs is it in that Nature which (as he confeſleth)) doth de- 
light ie ſelf in its own pleaſures, and neither did, doth, our will doany 
thing elſe 2 It is likely that Men will acknowledg anldle thing ſitting in 
Heaven with folded Hands, for a God? Is that a proper (ignification of 
his Bleſſednefſs, that he hath nothing to do? Is he worthily praiſed who is 
reported to be like thoſe delicate people, who eſteem Idleneſs fo great 
a Felicity, that they would judge themſelves unhappy if they had any 
Employment to attend ? Doth he rationally perſwade us to worſhip God 
who tells us that we were never beholden to him, and that he is reſolv'd 
never to take any care of us, nor doth more regard our Adorations then 
if we did blaſpheme him ? Will the vulgar honour him for a God, whoſe 
excellent Nature a Philoſopher reprocheth with ſuch baſe Repreſentati- 


ons? Shall-not diſcernipg perſons conclude that he is an Athieſt really, 
who 
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who aſſerting a Godhead in words, tpeeks ſo unworthily of him as to 
hinder thole which heard him from belicviog what he ſaid 2 That this was 
the ſenſe of ſome of the beſt of Ancient Philofophers concerning Epicu- 
rus his Theology, is evident to fuch as know Books. 

He did prudently ro talk uf God, tor tear of drinking in Socrates his 
Cup : but he wss iutinitely below the generous Simplicity of that brave 
manzfor he deliver'd his Opinion piainly,but this declar'd his mind in ſuch 
flight words,that he diſcover'd he had torm'd no nobler Conceptions of 
the Immortal Godhead then of the Vulgar Idols,nor equal to thoſe eſti- 
matiovs which his Neighbours had of Scatues of Stone ; but it was ſuftici- 
cat to his purpoſes,if they ſery'd him for an Antidote agaiaſt the 4theriarn 
poiſon,I muſt confeſs I do not wonder fo much at his prevarication, when 
I ſee ſome of his Followers, who pretend to do honour to God by beſtow: 
ivog Glorious Attributes upon him, flur it by ſaying they gave him thoſe 
Titles only as Poets write flatteries in a Song. 

I have obſcrv'd how variouſly this ſort of men uſe their Wit to exco- 
gitate devices by which they may caſt diſreſpe&t upon God, whilſt ſome 
deny his Beeing, and others diſallow his Providence; ſome ſay that 
God is a BenefaCtor to us in that poſſibly he governs the World, though 
he did not make it, only orders things which had an eternal Exiſtence 
from themſelves. Thoſe which have read the ſtory of Yanninus, know 
how little Atheiſts deſire to be believ'd when they ſpeak ay thiog in fa- 
vour of God. This new Notion is no great favour, I confeſs; but it is 
the leſs, becauſe it is incredible. How ſhall God obtain ſuch a Domi- 
nion over that which he did not make? It was either given to him, or 
lent, or elſe he took it by force, or bought it, or it was pawn'd to him; 
He came to it by Succeſſion or Right of Occupancy, or poſlibly was 
hired to govern it for ſome other, But theſe are ſuch Impious Vani- 
ties, * Diaporor, that we cannot imagine they were defign'd to any * oe w/s 
other purpoſe, but to deprive God of all Title to Creation or Govern- #**- 
ment. 

But Epicurss, knowing it was a (lur upon the Divine Prudence, it God 
being ackuowled'd to have made the World, ſhould have left it withouc 
Government, beſtow'd the honour of Creation upon Democritus his A- 
tums,by which he hath (ſufficiently diſcover'd what he eſteem'd to be the 
Cauſe of all things 3 and though, it was Glory enough to his Mock-God 
to confeſs jocularly the Excellency of his Divine Beeiog, and look'd up- 
on it as no [mall Courteſie that he exempted his Delicacy from the care 
of any thing but Pleaſure,pretendiog, as you ſay, that the Government of 
the World isa thing below the Divine Majeſty, or too troubleſome to his 
Happineſs. Theſe two Allegations might {ignifie ſomething more then they 
do,Diaporon,it we did not know that Ingenious perſons want nor various 
pretences to dilmils that Company with which they are not plead, Why 
ſhould it be below a God to Govern the World? Is it not worthy of a 
Creator to overlook thoſe things which he hath made? The Creation was 
not unworthy of God, and it is no leſs becoming himto preſerve then to 
make. You may as well (ay that it is below God to be Good, as to ſay 
that he is above a Charitable Regard to his Creatures, The moſt Be- 
nign Father of the Creation doth not abandon the Orphan World to 
the careleſs diſpoſal of bliaa Chance, or to be commanded by the 
ſavage Paſſions and turbulent Humours of exorbitant men, who 
would ſoon make it unhabitable to thoſe who are moſt worthy to live 
init ; nor doth he deſpiſe their Concernmeats in it, but doth find rca- 
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World is not contemptible,for it is a viſible Image of the Divine Perfecti- 
ons;zand whilſt God doth order all affairs io it by his Almighty Wiſdom, he 
doth illuſtrate that Glaſs from which his Glories are refleed. That good- 
ly Machine,the Univerſe, the regular Motions of the Heaveos,the Viciffi. 
tudes of Seaſqns, the alternate Mutation of Bodies, the ſafety of the 
whole Syſtem notwithſtanding the rude Claſhings of turbulent Matter, 
and the Symmetry of all the parts preſerv'd intire notwithſtanding the 
frequent concourfes of contrary Principles,ſhew not only the power and 
preſence of a Great Mind, but aſſure us that God pleaſeth himſelfto take 
care of his Works. Becauſe Goodneſs is eſſential to God he is not weari- 
ed with Ingratitude,he makes his Sun to fhine upon Atheiſts. That which 
was Courteſie at firſt to the Ignorant, contioues till it prrow Mercy to the 
Unthaokful. Selfiſh Spirits are unacquainted with this Divine perfeRion, 
and think all Jabour loſt which is beſtow'd upon the Good of others;and, 
being indigent Souls,ſftand in need of all that they can do for themſelves, 
But God is inexhauſtible in his Sufficiency and ioftnite in his Good-will, 
and can ſupply the Neceflities of all hisCreatures,expe@iog no return but 
what is their Benefit which give it. Why ſhould men phanlie this employ- 
ment below God? For as none is fo ſtupid as not to 2cknowledg many 
of his Greater Works to be Excellent,that is, Products of great Skill and 
vaſt Power; fo thoſe which are but ſmall in bulk reſtifie as much Art, and 
are valued proportionably by ſuch as have judgment in things, ad they 
are convinc'd that it was more then a little Skill! that made them, fince 
their Compoſition is ſo Myſterious that it requires a great knowledg to 
underſtand it. That mavy things which ſeem but mean have no excellent 
Uſes, becauſe the Ignorant know not what they arezis no more juſt a Con- 
ſequence, thenthat a Lute is only fit to carry Athes, becauſe a poor Wo- 
man doth ſo miſ-employ that rareLUtenſil ſometimes for want of aDuſt-bar- 
rel, Thoſe Imperfe@ pieces of the Creation,that is, which are ſo eſteem'd 
by undiſcerning perſons , could no more have been ſpar'd then lictle 
pins can be rejefted which hold together the Frame of a curious Watch, 
It may be we thiok ſome thiogs little, becauſe we have conceiv'd our 
ſelves to be greater then we are. All.things are but ſmal! if we compare 
them with God's Beeing : but to ſay that any thing is too little for his 
Care,is to reproach him for Jabour il] beſtow'd in the waking of it, 

But whereas you ſay it is Civil to exempt the Divine Maj«ſty from an 
Employment ſo troubleſome to his Happineſs : It is an Officiouſneſs fo far 
from Civility, that it is the greateſt Diſhonour imaginable, and ſhews 
with what mean Conceptions they have bounded the Divine Power 
which ſpeak ſuch poor words concerning it. God is an omnipreſent Good- 
neſs, piercing through all things with his powerful Wiſdom with more fa- 
cility then the Sun can dart Light and Heat through the Air, Water and 
Earth. A Man, which is no great thing, can govern a Ship amongſt raging 
waves, can guide a Chariot drawn by fierce Horſes, can rule an Army 
conſiſting of vaſt Multitudes of valiant Souldiers, and, by the affiſtance 
of a little borrow'd prudence, can manage the Affairs of many King- 
doms, and wrap up their principal Concerpments in a few thoughts : 
And fhall not he which made Man do much with Eaſe 2s well as he can 
do a little with Trouble > Cannot he accompliſh his D«figis withour 
any diſturbance, when his Creature only fails for want of Skill or Power 
to force the Spirits of thoſe whom he doth govern into Obedience ? God 
needs not to ſend Scouts into forein Parts for Intelligence, he wants po 
help to obſtruct the Machinations of his Enemies, he can make them de» 
ſtrcy one another, He isnot diſtrafted with carcs, he never (uffer'd 4 
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Diſappointment, He dwells 1n the midlt of a terene Light, and fees a!l 
things at one view,and with a powerful Bland keeps an undiſturb'dOrder 
in his Affairs. This is the Reaſon of that perfect Confort which is between 
the Parts of the Creation; and his Government is no more interrupted 
by ſome Accidents which feem to Jarr with it, then an Harmonical Com- 
poſition is diſorder'd with Half-Notes well placd. Thoſe 4nftances of 
Government wherein the Methods of Prudence or Juſtice ſeem to be 
contradicted, and with which we had fault becauſe we know not how 
they agree with all parts of his Delign, are not more juſtly blameable, 
then Knee-Timber, without which ſhips cannot be built, 1s to be {ligh- 
red becauſe it Is crooked. So that all the Favour which this Argument 
made up of a pretence of Civility doth beſtow upon God,jis to repreſent 
him Ignorant, Impotent, or Envious : It muſt be Weakneſs or want of 
Skill, that he cannot govern all things, or want of Goodnels, that he 
will not take any care of his works 3 and he sa Bleſſed Beeing ina very 
unhappy ſenſe, being ſuppos'd a God, who is defettive in any of thele 
Reſpects. | 

Here the Prince, reſolving to make an end of the preſent Diſcourſes, 
concluded thus: As I would not have been willing to upbraid Epicurns 
with this Groſs Ignorance, fince he had not the happineſs to look upon 
things by the light of Divine Revelation, which not many years after his 
time ſhin'd upon the deluded World ; fo I ſhould not have troubled my 
ſelfnor you,Gentlemen, with fo large a Confutation of this Errour, buc 
that the Method of our Converſation and the Danger of fo great a Mi- 
{take requir'd it. I doubt not but you eſteemit an extreme folly to retaia 
an Errour which God hath made known,and know that the plea of Anti- 
quity is vainly applied to Falſhood, ſince Truth is more ancient ; and that 
it is an nnworthy rudeneſs not to accept of the Notice of Truth, becauſe 
formerly you have been acquainted with her Enemy. 

Thus ended the amicable Diſpute between the Prince and his Keepers: 
but his Arguments fo __— their minds, and his Sweetnefs had fo 
prevail'd upon their AﬀeCtions, that they wiſh'd it might conſiſt with 
their Duty to ſet him at Liberty, and manifeſted the humble Reſpects 
which they had for him in ſeveral Expreſſions of Sympathy. The Prince, 
with an Air which fſigoified the ſerenity of his Generous Soul, replied ; 
My friends, I am not unſenfibly of Ingenuity whereſoeverl find it ; but 1 
defire that you would not expreſs your Love to mein avy pedautical no» 
tion of Pity, The Miſerable may be compaſhionated ; but Ihope I have 
given you no juſt occaſion to reckon me as one of that number. I have 
many times taken a ſerious notice of the AfiiQtions of my friends but[ 
never us*d ſuch a pity as made me take a ſhare of their grief without leſ- 
ſening their part. I account that Compaſſion only worthy of a Man, 
which is ſo expreſs'd that it delivers him that ſuffers from his Calamity : 
All elſe is deſpicable, becauſe there is no reaſon that two ſhould be affli- 
cted for one. If you be not, as poſſibly you are not, able to expreſs this 
ſort of Pity, do not trouble me nor your ſelves with vain AﬀeC@tions. I 
know that the Rode which leads tothe other World hath fo many Vari- 
eties of Good and Bad, that when I meet with the worſt, I do not think 
my (elf out of the Way. I have no power to make it all plain, neither 
have I bargain'd with God to make it ſmooth for me, My mind is fix'd 
upon the thoughts of my Journey's End, and if I may arrive in God's pre: 
ſence at laſt, I am much unconcern'd in any thing which may happen 
till that time, LIndeſerv'd Diſgrace, a Father's Suſpicion, a cloſe Pri- 
ſon, an immature Death, and that haſten'd by Malice and Falſhood, m 
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all Welcome. A Storm doth no hprt which brings a Mariner ſooner to his 
Port;though his Bark fink thereyif he ſave his Lading, where he muſt have 
left the Hull however. I ſpeak not theſe words out of Deſpair of Reſtau- 
ration,for that is poſſible enough in it ſelf, and I have no cauſe to make it 
improbable, who have Innocence for a Bottom of Hope : I do not think 
there is any difficulty io the Divine Methods, becauſe I underſtand them 
not,nor do appoint God a time to beſtow thoſe Courteſies which Ido not 
abſolutely pray that I may receive, Dramatiſts do uſually fo lay theirPloc, 
ehat it is ceareſt to take effe&t when it ſeems to be a loſt buſineſs, For my 
own part,l proteſt 1 do not defire God ſhould alter the courſe of his Pro- 
vidence to accomodate my preſent Condition ; neither will I think that 
any thing falls out amifs,, though he permits that which I unjuſtly ſuffer 
from my adverſaries not to be rectified in this Life,finceI know it will be 
ſetin order in another World to my infinite Advantage. Though I mighe 
be troubled at the Myſtery of my AfﬀiGtion, becauſe I am not yet ac- 
quainted with the Cauſe of it, yet I am ſatisfied in the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of the Divine pleaſure 3 and I hope that God, who is the lover of Truth 
and patron of Innocence, if he allow no means of my Reſcue, will how- 
ever vindicate my Reputation,by which means my Name will rife again, 
and live when I am dead. If I knew the Inſtruments of my Adverfity, 1 
ſhould no more attribute my ſuffering to them as having any Concern in 
the principal Deſign of it, then if I were aſſured that two Angels did play 
at Cheſs inviſibly, I would think that the Knights and Pawos did put 
themſelves from one place to another, becauſe I could not diſcern the 
power that mov'd them. So far as I think Grief becomes me, 1 am ſorry 
for thoſe who, having, as I am afraid, no principles of Actioi; but Ambie 
tion and Covetoulneſs, have done me wrong, and engag'd you in an un: 
worthy undertaking. 

2 One who de- Here * Apronens and ® Diaporon making Excuſes for fo long a Viſit,(but 

wie: God's Pr6- which they would not have liked fo well if it had been ſhorter) rook a 


ver bumble leave of the Prince. Diaporon beipg very paſſionate in his defires 
Jonbrs, to deliver one whom he judg'd moſt unworthy to be a Priſoner, went 


with 4pronens to his Lodgings, and beginning to diſcourſe, ask'd him 
how he liked the Prince's Philoſophy, and what he thought of his De- 
portmeor. I cannot tell, ſaid 4pronaexs, whether I ſhould admire more his 
Wit or his Patience ; but as plainly perceive that a Priſon is oo reſtraint 
to his generous Soul, fol am made to believe that Virtue is the Foundati- 
on of his Courage, and that there is more Providence io the World then 
* The opinion of * Dogmapornes doth acknowledg. If Virtue be ſo happy when it is zffli- 
* Whore. ted, I think a Sinner is not ſafe though he be unpuniſh'd for a time, Hows 
ever it be, I will endeavour tounderſtand whether it be a Reality or no, 
ſince it makes her Lovers ſo content with all ſorts of Fortune. For my 
part, anſwer'd Diaporon, ſetting aſide the Dignity of a Prince which God 
hath beſtow'd upon Alethion, I ſhould be glad to be in a worſe Condition 
then he now ſuffers, ſo I might but have the experience of that Goodneſs 
which poſſeſſeth his Soul. Since Wiſdom enters not into Malicious minds, 
[ make no doubt but his Soul is the Temple of Innocence. Whilſt Diapo- 
r0n pronounc'd theſe words, one knock'd at the Door, and when he was 
» The citzof come in,told them that he was lately come from * Poliſtherion, where the 
—_— King was much diſturb'd with the news of Alethion's Death,8 that one of 
Dogmapornerhis acquaintance was accus'd for forgingLetters in thePrince's 
Name, that the King was fallen fick with Grief, and that the Army and 
b An A'eit. City mutter'd ſome diſcontented words againſt * Amtithens & © Dogmapor- 
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them both;and having deficed the Metlenger to withdrawythey conſulted 
each other what was fit to be done. | think, f3id * Diaporon,that this is the * 9 wis 
moſt iotricate Scene of Aﬀeairs that ever I beheld in my life, I thoughtic 
impoſiible that * Alethion could be fulpeted, but much more that any « 4 tov of 
ſhould dare to accuſe him, and molt of all that the King ſhould believe 7 
any thing ſaggeſted agaioſt him.I know no reaſon why any ſhould report 
him to be dead,unleſs they meant to kill him; and I cannot but conclude 
that if the Kiog be ſo diſturb'd at the falſe news of his Death, that it hath 
made him ſick, he will be ſo much more pleas'd with the true Report of 
his Life, that it will recover his Health. I thiok it is not only our duty to 
our Soveraign,to whom we owe all ſervices,but our prudence,not to neg- 
left ſuch a fair opportunity to ſhew our Loyalty by preſerving his only 
Son, The worſt Interpretation that can be made of our Action is, that we 
endeavour'd to put intoa Harbour which was not affigo'd us, to avoid 
the danger of a violent Storm; and if any thing contrary to our Expe- 
Cation, we can ſuffer nothing diſhonourable, having defir'd to perform 
our Duty, though we ſaw it full of Hazzard. Iam much amaz'd, anſwe- 
red * Apronens,at this ſtrange Accident;fince the Prince is reported to be * g,, wo te- 
dead who was in my Cuſtody,1 may be aſſured that his friends will look nie:Providexce. 
upon me as his Murtherer, eſpecially fiace one of my Colonels acquain: 
tance is accus'd for writing the Letter for which the Prince is imprilon'd. 
Since the Army and City, by whom the Prince was always iofinitely be» 
lov'd, do concern themſelves in his ſufferings, I am afraid of the Iſſue of 
this dark Afair, and wiſh with all my Heart that I had not received ſuch a 
troubleſame part as I know not how to alt. However, Diaporon, I think 
it is beſt to follow your advice, by which we ſhall gain time, and fave 
our ſelves from ſudden Attempts. But to what Port ſhall we ſteer our 
Courſe ? What we are todo in this matter, if we can do any thing, re- 
quires ſpeed, Youſay true, replied Di4poror, we mult reſolve quickly, 
leſt long Deliberation take from us our power to a(t, Let us convey the 
Prince into Theoprepia, which we may effe& thus. There isa private Door 
which leads by a ſubterranean Paſſage from the Governour's Lodgings to 
the River's (1de : let one of your ſervants about four a clock this afternoon 
bring our Horſes thither, as if he intended to water them, there we will 
take Horſe, and condudtt the Prince firſt to the Caſtle of * Miſopſendes, + 4 rater of 
who is his known friend, where we are ſure of ſafe Repoſe to night, and #04. 
from thence we ſhall eaſily reach the Borders of Theoprepia, * Apronenr « g,, who 4e-] 
lik'd the Contrivance ; whereupon they preſently return'd to the Prince, =: Provi- 
and acquainted hitn with the Intelligence which they had but then re- *"** 
ceiv'dz and with many proteſtations of their ſincere Intentions reveal'd 
their defires of his Safety, and told him of the way which they had a- 
greed upon to ſecure his Perſon, if he pleas'd to accept of their ſervice. 
The Prince knowing it was better to run any hazzard then to ſtay where 
he was, after a ſhort diſcourſe accepted their offer, and went away 1n a 
Diſguiſe. 

When they had travell'd about two miles, they met a Horſeman riding 
toward them with a very great ſpeed, who knowing Apronens, ſtopt his 
Horſe, and toJd him that he was ſent before by * Triſarnor, who was not * A tirmenter 
much behind with a Convoy,and brought Adiſopſendes Priſoner to his Ca- 9 mw. 
ſtle.Whence do they now come ?ſaid Apronew.From his Houle replied the 
Meſſenger, where we ſurpriz'd him this morning about break of day, By 
whoſe Order, faid Apronews, have you perform'd this ſervice? By a wars 
rant (ign'd by * Antithens, (aid the Meſſenger. When they heard that, * 49 41%; 
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diſmounted him. Whilſt they were deliberating what to do with him, 
(for it was not fit that he ſhould go to the Caftle and give notice which 
way they were gone, and his Compavy was bur of uncertain uſe to them 
if he went back) 4pronew deſired leave of the Prince to kill him ; but he 
falling upon his knees and beggiog his Life, the Prince had but juſt gran- 
2 ABaterof ted his Petition when the Party which conducted * 2zſo;ſeudes came up, 
_ b Triſanor rode in little a Charriot, which was attended with two Horſe- 
of Mew, Men upon each ſide, and gave leave to Miſopſendes to fit with him, Apro. 
24us, rode boldly up and kill'd him which drove the Chariot ; upon 
which Triſanor flung himſelf out of the Coach, and mounting his Horſe 
which was led by one of the Souldiers, gave Miſopſendes wha was dif 
arm'd, in charge to one of his Souldiers, and then a ſharp fight began be- 
tween the Parties, Triſanor and his men reſembled the Deportment of 
a ſtout Tigre, which whets valour with rage when ſhe is in danger of be- 
ing robb'd of her Whelps. The Prince's friends animated their Courage 
with the worth of the Perſon who had honoured them to be his Prote- 
Qors, and whom they knew to be very able to defend both himſelf and 
his Guard 3 and concludiog that it muſt needs be a grateful ſervice ia the 
beginning of their Trial, if they could alſo reſcue one whom the Prince 
intirely lov'd, they threw themſelves between the Prince and his Enemies. 
Diaporon made ſuch a ſharp = upon Triſanor, that if he had not avoid- 
ed it by turning aſide, he had been {[ain at the firſt encounter : however 
he loft not his labour, for he kill'd one of the Souldiers who came in to 
the relief of his Captain, and afterward continued his combate with 7ri- 
{anor, who beig aſham'd that he had given ground, redoubled his Vi- 
gour in the next Charge. The Prince attacqued him which guarded A45- 
{opſendes, and with a Princely boldneſs ſaid, Traitor, deliver up that 
Loyal ſubje& to his Prince 3 and accompanying his Commands with a 
blow or two, made them to be obey'd : for the Souldier fell down dead, 
and the Prince gave his horſe to 145/opſendes, who was come forth of the. 
Coach, not ſo much glad of his Liberty as amaz'd to ſee him that procutr'd 
it, Diaporon had given and receiv'd ſome wounds from Triſazor, who 
fought deſperately, not ſo much defiring to ſave his life, as to ſell it at a 
conſiderable Rate, and diſcharg'd a blow upon Diaporoz's head which 
was fo far effetual as to aſtoniſh him for a while, but withall broke his 
Sword; and as Diaporos recovering himſelf was aiming a thruſt which 
would have ended the controverfie if it had been proſecuted, the Prince 
2 ANwenrys hoping by * Triſaror to underſtand the Afﬀeairs of * Poliftherion, com- 
of Men  manded him to hold his hand 3 whereupon Diaporon riding cloſe up to 
The Cit) of him forc'd him out of his ſaddle, -which being perceiv'd by the reſt, 
Beails. - : y 
< ABaterof Who were four, they fled, taking the way which leads to © 14/opſendes 
Faiſeed. houſe. 
This Storm being thus blown over, the Prince gave the Chariot to be 
driven by theMeſſenger whoſeLife he had ſpar'd, who had ſeiz'd upon the 
Horſes, which, perceiving themſelves deftitute of a Guide ; began to run 
wildly up and, down theField. They had advanc'd but a little way in their 
As fy EE. 1 they were forc'd to return again to their poſtures of 
Defence, and put themſelves io order for a new encounter, perceiving fix 
arm'd Horſemen to make all poſſible haſte towards them, whom they ſup- 
pos'd to come to ſecure the Captivity of 24ſopſeudes. They were only ſome 
of Aſiſopſendes his Kinſmen, whom his Lady had procur'd to endeavour the 
Redemption of her Husband:&c as they were going to Charge each other, 
both found themſelves bappily miſtaken. 24ſopſexdes led the Party, and 
though they were his friends& ſuppos'd that they ſaw him, yet _ oſ 
iſtracted 


Book V. Bentivolio and Urania, += 


— 


— — — —  — 


diſtracted between wonder and Joy, could neither tell what to ſay or 
do, till A15/opſendes imagining what doubts poſlefſed their Minds, re- 
ſolv'd them by crying aloud, Alight, aiight, my true friends, your love 
to me is infiaitely requited ; you do not receive me, but our Prince. 
Theſe words were ſuch an Addition to the former unexpeCted Happineſs, 
that they began to think that they were aſleep, and therefore put theſe 
ſtraoge things together in a Drezm waich could never be enjoy'd waking. 
However having the uſe of their Eyes, aud the Prince doing them the 
Favour to pull off is Vizard, they threw themſelves from their Horſes 
and ran to perform their Homage. The Prince gave them his hand to 
kiſs, but not without Tears 3 tor he could not conceal the ſentiments 
which he found in his Soul of thoſe Aﬀe@tions which his Friends had for 
him io his extreme Adverlity. 

An-,ng(t all theſe claſhes of various occurrences one thing fell out hap- 

E . tor Miſopſendes his trieads kill'd all * Triſanor's Souldters that fled, * 4 Tormentes 
e.--pt one whom they took priſoner, by which means the Prince had a % ** 
more ſafe opportunity to eſcape out of the Power of his Enemies, The 

Prince having now a little more leiſure, was willing as he rode along to ac- 

quaint Miſopſendes and his Companions with the mauner of his eſcape 

from the Caſtle of * Dogrrapornes, and was going to expreſs to them the « 21, ;nion of 
Obligations which he had from 4proweus and Digporon z but the deep « Whore. 
Impreſſions of dutiful Love which were fix'd in his Soul for the King his 

Father made him firlt call for Triſanor,by whom he hoped to be ioform'd 
concerniog the ſtate of his Father,the Court and Kingdom. Triſanor Was 

now grown ſo near unto Death with loſs of Blood by reaſon of ma- 

ny wounds, that he could ſcarce ſpeak, and only ſaid with a low voice, 

5 Anaxagathus is dead, and ® Antithens is proclam'd Kiog. v4 good King) 

This News as an unexpectedAllay took off the luſhious Relliſh of their * 4» 45%»i8: 
late good Fortune, Though they did not fully believe what Tri/anor re: 
ported, yet they had but too many reaſons to cauſe them to believe the 
truth of that which he ſaid , b:(ides this, that Bad news is ſeldom 
falſe, The Prince's Faith was ſtronger in this point than that of his 
Companions, and his paſſion prevail'd fo proportionally, that he was 
forc'd to give it leave to exhale it ſelf in this exelamation : How unſe- 
rene are all the Joyes which we poſſeſs upon Earth! Certainly mortal 
' men are uncapable of pure pleaſures. * How is every grain of Content- 
ment which we are allow'd in this World blended with a much greater 
quantity of Surrow ? There 1s no time fo proper for us to expe affli- 
ion as that wherein we think our ſelves moſt ſecur'd againſt it, We 
have oo confirm'd Peace, but only a (Hort Truce made with Adverfity, 
and that never well kept ; for our eſcape from one miſchief is but a 
ſhore delay that another makes which is defign'd to overtake us. But 
to what purpofe do I ſpeak after this manner ? we muſt oot refuſe what 
God preſents; and fince we are yet uncertain what his pleaſare is, let 
us placidly awalt it. 

a Mi/opſendes perceiving that the Prince had ended his Diſcourſe,conti- * 4 Hater of 
nued aRefleCtion upon their preſent eſtate after this manner:TheAffliQive 79/54: 
ſenſe which [ have of the Condition of * Theriagene cannot equal Yours, moſt » pegenerate 
Excellent Prince z my preſumption is not ſo bold as to come near ſuch a 54#- 
great Compariſon;but it gives precedence to none elſe:for as my Obliga- 
tious urge It as the Higheſt Duty which is now poſſible;ſo that knowledg 
which I have of the effects which muſt needs enſue upon this trange con: 
junRion of unlucky Accidents doth awaken whatſoever I pofich of pious 


Aﬀe&ion, But as | am fortified againſt what may happen with that mag- 
nanimity 
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nanimity by which your ſelf moſt concern'd in theſe Dangers mzkes your 
Courage exemplary ; fo I find all reaſon to hope, when I conſider the 
ſtreogth of thoſe Principles upon which yourFelicity was always founded, 
Who hath not obſerv'd that in Extraordinary Cafes the defign of Provi- 
dence is laid fo intricately,that we may have juſt occaſion to wonder, but 
none to doubt?It is to me a ſufficient Argument that an Almighty Know- 
ledg attends the Concernments of Good men, becauſe though they are 
frequently permitted to come near thoſe Pits which their Adverſaries have 
prepar'd for them, yet they ſeldom fall into them. There are two States in 
the World, Good and Bad ; and when that which is worſe hath cunning- 
ly contriv'd the deſtruftion of Virtnous perſons, whoſe multiplication is 
the Wefare of the World, and is affiſted in this moſt unworthy Attempt 
by vaſt numbers of thoſe who are ſworn Vaſſals to Wickedneſs, it is a 

' great Teſtimony of the over-ruling Power of Supreme Goodneſs, that 
It isable to make their Deſigns abortive, when the diſtance is but ſmall 
between the Contrivance and the Execution. 

We thought,moſt Dear Prince,that your Life and your Friends Intereſt 
in Theriagene muſt needs be blown up, when a train was ſo privately laid 
againſt it,and ſo many hands ready to give Fize to it ; but by our miſtake 
we gain this Aſſurance, that when good men are not ſuccesful,it is not bes 
cauſe God is defetive in his Care,or wants Ability to affiſt them:or wh: n 
the Deſigns which are made __ them takeeffcCt in part, it is not be- 
cauſe he could not have fruſtrated them totally, but becauſe he gives 
ground for atime,as prudent Commanders make their men retreat with a 
ſeeming Flight,that they may make way for the employment of their Am- 
buſh, and then by a more complete overthrow deſtroy the'vain hopes of 
ſuch as thought thamſelves Conquerors only becauſe they were deceiv'd, 
We ought not to be ſo curious as to the Mode of our Preſervation, as to 
dery God leave to ſhew his Wiſdom when he doth us a Courteſie, 

This is all the ſenſe which I have of our Condition; and fince we can- 
not of a ſudden put our ſelves upon our Action, it will be requiſite that 
wethink of ſome place where we may deliberate with ſafety. Whether 

: 2ke Divine ſhould we betake our ſelves? replied the Prince. To * Theoprepia, ſaid 
State. b Miſopſendes. I have reſolv'd upon it, ſaid the Prince, with Aproneus and 
RY Djaporor, whom I muſt now and always commend to your AﬀeCtions as 
Friends to whom under God I owe my deliverance ; we have agreed to 
retire to Theoprepia, where I am ſure to be welcome to my good friend 


= nies * Theoſebius, whoſe Kingdom was ever an open SanQuary to wrong'd 


Innocence. | 
* ALoverof Here * Philalethes madea pauſe, and crav'd Pardon of Bentivolio and 
Trath. Amyntor for ſo tedious a Report, adding this Excuſe, That it is not eaſie 


* 4H". ro make a ſhort Story of that which pleaſeth him that tells it. You 
ſhall not need to ask forgiveneſs, ſaid Bertivolio, of thoſe which owe 
you iofinite thanks for performing an office which hath taken up much 
of your Time, and highly obligd us both by making us to under- 
ſtand thoſe incomparable Virtues with which your Prince Alethion is 
accompliſh'd, and becauſe you have fo fully aſſur'd us of the ſafery 

* Degenerare Of his Perſon, which we eſteem as a divine preſage of his and * Theria- 

— gene's Reſtauration. Noble Travellers, you have exprels'd a Gene- 
rous Charity, ſaid Phzlalethes, in the Compaſſion which you have en- 
tertain'd for a miſerable Kingdom 3 and how rationally your Pity is 
beſtow'd you will more fujly underſtand, if you can endure to hear 
any more of our preſent Condition 3 but becauſe the Relation is long, 


I will not begia it till to morrow ; and if you pleaſe, we will beſtow 
the 
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the reſt of this Evening in the Gardens and Park which adjoynto my 
Houſe ; for as am ſure you have travell'd enough to day, fo 1 am afraid 
{ hve talk'd too much, 

The next day Philalethes condutted hisGueſts into a Turret. which was 
upon the top of his Houle, where in a pleaſant privacy he continued the 
Diſcourſe which he had begun concerning Theriagene to this ſepſe : Aﬀeer 
Drgmapornes »riived at his Caſtle,and was told that the Prince was gone, 
he was infinitely confounded; not being ſo much aſtosiſh'd that the Acci- 
dent was contrary to his Defign, as vext that a thing ſhould be potlible 
which he had made lo dificulr. At firſt he endeavour'd to give no credit to 
thoſe which told him the news, being very unwilling to think that could be 
true which he molt paflionate!y delired to be falſe:But when he was con- 
vinc'd by the teſtimony of many witacl]. s and the fruitleſneſs of a diligent 
ſearch which he made himlelf, and was inform'd concerniog the Manoer 
ofthe Prince's eicape, he was utterly bereaved of that vain Hope with 
which tor a while he ſmother'd his Pafſions,and then the Fire peot up in 
his wrathful mind broke forth in flames of wilde Rage, whilſt he talk'd 
after this manner : Though did not think that there is a God, yet now [ 
lee there is a Devil,and that he hath made this Caſtle his Hell in which he 
doth torment me; but will not burn alone, Then he wounded and 
kill'd ſome of his Souldiers. Many were not preſent;for the greater part 
conſidering the Cruelty of his Temper, and knowing that the Vexation 
of Diſappointment would make him exceſſively revengeful, without ta- 
king any notice whether he puniſh'd Offendors or Innocents, had with: 
drawn themſelves as ſoon as they heard of his approach. 

Dogmapornes made no long ſtay here,for knowing that this Accident re: 
quir'd new Counſels, and being diſenabled to perform the task for which 
he was ſent, he ſaw that it was neceſſary to return ſpeedily, and give no- 
tice to* Antithcus of that which had happen'd. Antithens was much pleas'd * 4s 4:48. 
when his ſervants told him that Dogmapornes was come back,hoping that + 7% cpmios of 
he had deliver'd him from the fear of his moſt conſiderable Adverſary:but * 9%* 
when he was come into his preſence, perceiving that his Countenance gave 
no intimation of ſuch news as he expeted, What, ſaid he, Dogmapornes, 
with an angry doubfulneſs, is not all well? No, Sir, anſwer'd Dogmapor- 
nes, lam the unhappy Meſlenger which mult let you koow that Alethior: 
made 2neſcape from the Caſtle a day before I came thither. How, ſaid 
Antitheus, with a great Conſternoation in his looks, is Alethion got out of 
our hands? what Mad Fate doth over-rule our Afﬀairs? Had ill Fore 
tune 00 other time but this afſign'd to ad her part ? It is to no purpoſe 
to be angry, but I cannot heJpir ; for the ſame Chain of perverſe Deſtiny 
that hath drawn down this Misfortune upon me, doth alſo pull me alo 
with it into a Confuſion of thoughts, However I may hope that as this 
Accident was uolikely to have happen'd if we confider thoſe things which 
weot before it, ſo puſlibly that which is to come after it, is as different 
from this. That invincible Neceflity which forceth me to think ſo, whe- 
ther it be true or not, makes me alſo ſpeak after this manner, whether it 
be wiſely or not, But let us go on, Dogmaporner, and make what we can 
of this unlucky buſineſs ; I mean, let uncontrollable Fate tumble us fur- 
ther down the Hill.or roll us up again. That which hath happen'd could 
not have been otherwiſe, and what is come is not in our power to pre- 
velit. Since we have no Freedom ro chuſe our Actions, it is ſome com- 
fort that we are not accomptable for what we do, If that which we aim 
at be deſtin'd for us, we {hall arrive at it whether we will or no ; if it be 
not, we do but trouble our (clves in vain. Since we hope not, why 
ſhould we deſpair ? L Yeu 
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You are (tartled, Noble friends,added * Phi{alethes,at this Mode of Dil; 
courſe,but it is not unſutable to his Principles;and you will wonder more 
at the abſurdity of his Attions.l will give you a brict accompt of thot-: 
Rules by which he pretends to govern his Lite, and allo tell you the 
effets which they have produc in this poor Kingdom lince he put them 
in Practigg. But before I rehearſe his Opinions wich are the moſt hurt- 
ful oaks into which Humane Nature can fall, I will let you 
know how he became capable of ſuch extraordinary Deluſfiov, He hath 
a good Natural Wit, but that ſo over-match'd with Pride, that he is like 
a little Veſſel with a vaſt Sail and no Ballaſt ; for he locks upon himſelf as 
one born to govern all the World, and boatts that his Stars whom he ac- 
knowledgeth for his Creators have accompliſh'd his Body (for a Soul he 
doth not believe to be in the Nature of things) with ſuch tranſcendent 
Virtues, that he is not unfit to be the Illuminaror of Mankind, and de- 
clareth frequently that the Univerſal World is not only obliged to hear 
him, but to fit at his Feet with the loweſt Reverence, and receive his Do- 
Qrines as the Indiſputable Commands of a Catholick Di@ator io Know- 
ledg, and yield Obedience to his Precepts as proceeding from the great 
Father of all Art, He wonders that the Ignorant Nations do not flock 
to him, being the Infallible Oracle by whom Nature is at laſt pleas'd to 
ſpeak ; and doth often ſay, That though the preſent rebellious Age doth 
not perform their duty, yet he makes no doubt but after times will un- 
derſtand themſelves better, and deploring their long Igoorance expunge 
out of their Souls thoſe Erroneous Principles by which before they mil: 
guided their Actions, and keep an Anniverſary Feſtival as a folemn Com- 
memoration of him the Redeemer of Knowledg. He eſteems all Books, 
Ancient and Modern, except two or three of his own, but Rhapſudies of 
ſuch iofignificant words as Mountebanks deliver upon their Stages ; and 
compares thoſe which Read them to the dull Multitude which is abus'd 
with their impertinent Medicines, He is much diſpleas'd that the Anci- 
ents were born before him, and by way of revenge will ſometimes ſay 
that Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle, Hippocrates, Plotin, Simpliciws, and the 
reſt ot that Ravk, are but the Names of doting Fools whom the World 
hath (illily admired ; and that Epicurw, and it may be one more, lived 
till they began to know ſomething, but not much, which alſo by the Ma- 
lice of Time and the Ignorance of latter Ages is almoſt loſt : but that He 
hath taken the Aſhes of buried Knowledg our of their Urns, and to the 
joy and wonder of men hath made it live agaiov. Ir is a great part of his 
ordinary Diſcourſe to reproach the Neotericks 3 and then he makes uſe of 
ſuch a ſcornfulCarriage as if he were ſwitchiog one of hisLacquaies with a 
Riding-rod,and will proteſt that thoſe who do not confeſs that they have 
learn'd whatſoever they know from him,are proud and iogratefu!Dunces; 
yet ſometimes in a better humour he will expreſs a pitty for ſuch as do not 
believe his Opinions, becauſe none can underſtand his Books but himſelf. 
He eſteems Schools the Neſts of purblind Owls, where nothiog is learn'd 
but Ignorance, and ſays that the Univerſities cure the ImperteCtions of 
their Diſciples after ne other manner but as Tinkers mend pots, , 

It may be you will laugh if I ſhould tel} you what he ſaid not long ſince 
to one of his Confidents:Nature hath made me her privy-Counſcllor,and 
done me the Honor to ſee her undreſs'd;a favour beſtow'd upon none but 
wy ſelt:She hath led me through all her Terricories,and, being not a lirtle 
proud of my Company, talk'd with me all the way, and reſolv'd me all 
Queſtions in Natural Philoſophy, Divinity,the Doctrine of Manners, and 
Rules of Civil Government;hath intruſted me with theKey of her ay” 

one 
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She hath ſhewn me the Pillars upon which Truth is founded, and expos 'd 
to my view the cfſcutial Connexions of all things.She hath conducted me 
with a darkLantern through the Subterranean Labyrinths of thisEarthen 
Globe, and let me ſee thoſe hidden Flood-gates which the Sea ſteals into 
the under-ground Rivers,as alſo the back-ſtairs by which they climb upto 
the tops of Hills where they make Springs.She hath led meinto the entrails 
of the deepeſt Minzs,and ſhewn me the great Caldrons where Earth is re- 
fin'd by Subterranean Fires.She hath walk*d with me through the greateſt 
Seas,and acquainted me with the whole Nation of Fiſhes,and leading me 
round the outward part of the Earth, hath diſcover'd to me the nature of 
all things which appear upon the ſurface of that Globe 3 hath ſhewn me 
the various contextures of difſerent Atoms into ſeveral forms of Beeing, 
and let me fee thole (trange figures by which the little particles hang to- 
gether, which other men have not as yet heard named.She hath told me 
why it was impoſlible for ſome things to grow; and how ſome came to 
have Sepſe, and why others are honour'd with Reaſon, the higheſt of all 
Bodily Faculties. After this ſhe carried me through the Air, and acquain- 
ted me with all its various Modifications, taught me the doCtrine of Vas» 
pours by Experiments, let me ſtand by whilſt ſhe gave fireto Thunder, 
diflolv'd congeal'd Clouds, and ſqueez'd thick moiſture into Rain. Here 
we ſat down upon a Rain-bow, ard ſhe reſolv'd all difficulties that ariſe 
from the Nature of Matter ; told me what Light is, and how Colours are 
produc'd, and anſwer'd all Queftions that concern Motion, Then ſhe 
tranſported me into the Athereal Regions, and ſhew'd me the Motion of 
every Orb without thoſe Artificial Spheres which ordinary Mortal: are 
fain to uſe,and that to ſmall purpoſe. She gave me the proper names of the 
Stars in a Book and a Catalogue of their diſtin Qualities, by which 
means I can tell the true nature of every particular Influence. At lafk 
ſhe let me ſee the utmoſt Wall by which the World is inclos'd. 

Here Bentivolio making an interruption to the Diſcourſe ſaid ſmiliog;l 
thought,* Phzlal:thes, that you would have told us among other things + 4 rover of 
that + Antitheus was complemented by all the Signs in the Zodiack as he Tuth. 
rode through the Heavens upon the back of the ſtately Aſs || 4/borach ; 4 PR 
and that as ht was paſſing by the Lunar Orb, the Moon, over-joy'd to 4. 
ſee this Endynrion, crept into his (fleeves to embrace him, and went out in 
two pieces at his Neck ; and that he by the great Skill which Nature had 
then taught him, ſouldred it together again in requital of ſo great a Civi- 
lity. But to be more ſerious ; Pray, good Philalethes, acquaint us with 
ſome of thoſe deep Myſteries which he pretends to have learn'd by ſuch 
a miraculous Method, I know not yet what he hath perform'd, replied 
* Philalethes ; but he brags that the Civil World was not known till he , 
diſcover'd it, having deſcended from the Mountains of Light 3 and that za, * of 
the Principles of true Policy are no older then his Books 3 that he hath 
rectified the Notion of Religion to the unſpeakable Benefit of the World, 
that there is nothing worth Obſervation in the Mathematicks which is 
not intirely due to him; that he hath reform'd the whole Syſtem of Na- 
tural Philoſophy, and ſo perfe@ly diſcover'd the Impoſtures of Ethicks, 
that he hath prav'd the Do@trine of Virtue and Vice to be a meer Fiction, 
by a new way of Reaſoning which he hath invented ; in ſhort, that he 
hath ſo advanc d Mechanical Skill, that the beſt Artiſts eſteem it their 
happineſs to become his Apprentices. I beſeech you, Philalethes, ſaid 
Bentivolio, what hath he reveal'd concerning Divinity ? 

I can more eafily give you an accompt of his words, replied Philalether, 
then tell you what he would have us believe to be his meaning ; for ac 
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different times he doth expreſs himſelf io ſuch contrary Language, that ic 
is difficult to ſuppoſe that he hath any reſolv'd thoughts concerning God. 
This great Phebes looks at all his Dictates as Oracles, but they are uſe- 
leſs to mankind till ſome other Apolo riſe up to upriddle them:However 
we ſee Reaſon enough to imagine that he did not intend men ſhould in- 
creaſe their Faith of a Deity by reading his Books, becauſe he hath writ- 
ten ſo ambiguouſly concerning bis Nature. One while he ſays there are 
po Beeings but Bodies, and that Incorporeal Subſtance is a term of Contra- 
diGion, which would make us think that he believes no God but the Vis 
fible World ; and that the Sun, Moon and Stars, Mets, Beaſts and Trees 
are the Limbs of his great Body : but that at other times he hath been 
heard tollay that God neither is nor can be a Body; for when they conſi- 
der that theſe Expreſſions jar fo horridly that they are incapable of Re- 
conciliation, they are forc'd rather to conclude that he is io jeſt when he 
mentiens God, aud uſeth the name Deity by way of ſcorn, or for fear of 
the Fate of YVarwinw,For when he wrote his Books, he knew well enough 
that the Religious acknowledgment of a Supreme Power is ſo deep im- 
preſs'd in the Minds of men, that if he had talk'd plaioly againſt Almigh- 
ty God, ſome of his more Loyal Creatures would have chaſtis'd the 
boldneſs of his Blaſphemy after ſome ſuch Faſhion. 

Sometimes he ſays there may poſſibly be a God, but we are utterly ig- 
norant what he is,that is,that there is ſomethiog inthe World which none 
can tell what it is, which is God z and that we ought to adore him,that is, 
do honor to we know not what, When ſome much diſpleas'd with ſuch a 
dull Aſſertion have anſwer'd, That his Attributes are known lignifications 
of his Divine Nature, that is, Eſſential Properties which are manifeſt by 
his Works ; and urg'd that we have as true a knowledg of God as of any 
thing elſe, and behold the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of his Eternal 
Beeing reveal'd long fiace in the Creation of the World, and which do 
ſtill preſent themſelves to the eyes of men in the Preſervation and prus» 
dent Government of all Created things : He replies, that the forementi- 
on'd Attributes may be given to God, but they do not truly expreſs 
what he is'more then the Amourous Sonnets of Extravagant Lovers do 
give a true CharaQer of their MiſtreſſesPerſons,and that thePraiſes which 
they import do not more properly belong to God then the Flatteries of 
Amoroſo's do totheir Idols, whom they extol for PerfeQtions which were 
never in them. Since ſome would be apt to call this Atheiſtical Impiety, 
he hath endeavour'd to hide it under the plaoſible Notion of God's In- 
comprehenſibility ; that is, he would have men ſuch Fools as to believe, 
that becauſe they cannot comprehend the Immenſe extent of the Divine 
Nature, therefore they do not apprehend any thing concerning it : as if 
it were not more eaſfie to find the great Sea then a ſmall River ; oras if 
we could not diſcern the wide-ſpread Ocean at all, becauſe we cannot 
drivk it up all with our Eyes. 

You will eaſily ſuppoſe, Bextivolio,faid * Phzlalethes continuing his Dif- 
courſe,that he hath repreſented Religion as ſpringing from baſe Grounds, 
who hath given ſuch a miſerable accompt of the Deity which is to be ac- 
knowledg'd by it.Ifhe had not been diſatieQed towards theDivineNature, 
he might eaſily have found many good Reaſons to ſupport his Honor io the 
World. The chief of thoſe which he hath aſlign'd are theſe, Ignorance in 
the Generality of Mankind,the Impotent fear of Superſtitious Fools, the 
Cunning & Hypocriſie of Princes andPrieſts,& the Iofluence of ſome Stars. 
Thus he pleaſeth himſelf to imagine that the Ignorance which forcethMan- 


kind to frame ſtrange conjeCures for want of acquaintance NDP 
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cauſes, made them ſuppoſe thi (vme Inviſible PowerCreated the World; 
& that ſeeing the Condition oi Mortal men is often oppreſs'd withPoverty 
Diſgrace, Sickneſs and Captivity,through an impotent fear of ſuch Misfor- 
tunes,though they happen by chance: yet either by reaſon of their own Ig- 
norance, or becauſe they have been told ſo by others no wiſer than them- 
ſclves,they eſteem themPuniſhments inflicted by an InviſiblePower whom 
they have offended,8 to whom out of a laviſh pufillanimity they are apt 
ro do Homage,and appeaſe with Prayers and Sacrifice,that ſo they may e- 
ſcape Torment. Some have obſerv'd that in his Jucid Intervals the inbred 
Notion of aDeity hath forc'd him almoſt to confeſs, that there is ſomethiog 
inGod for which by the Right of his Nature he is to be ador'd:yet hg will 
by no means allow it to be Bereficence which doth naturally infer Gratis 
tude;but,if there be any thing,it is Power,by which he is enabled to do us 
a Miſchief. Thus he would have men to acknowledg God only for ſuch 
Reaſons as the Devils, becauſe they can do hurt,are aJor'd by the Indians 
i a dreadful Image arm'd with ſharpTeeth & crooked Claws. By this Iron 
| yoke the Heathen world was of old kept in ſubjeftion to thoſe Cruel Spi- 
rits whom the Hebrews properly nam'd * 4ſmodei,and the Greeks * Apol- « pugryns; 
lyons,aud we, from the Evil which they do, Devils,the power of their miſ- 
chievous nature commanding fear by hurtful actions. 

Men being naturally under the power of the foremention'd Princi- 
ples, he {ayes that cunning Princes, who with the Affiſtance of covetous 
Prieſts both contrive and alter Religion as it beſt ſerves their Deſigns to 
awe their People into Obedience, endeavour to make them believe that 
they receiv'd their Laws from God; telling them that when contagions 
Sickneſſes, cruel Famine, dreadful Earthquakes, or any other extraordi- 
nary Misfortunes happen,it is becauſe God is angry for the negle of his 
Rites; teaching them to appeaſe his wrath with expiatory Sacrifices : 
and when they took notice of obſtinate Offenders whom they could not 
conveniently puniſh becauſe of their Multitudes they threatned them 
with Puniſhments to be indur'd in the World to come, by which means 
Melancholick people are affrighted into their Duty, 

Beſides theſe Reaſons, by which Piety is rather undermin'd then fup- 
ported, he ſays that Mankind is piouſly affeRed by certain Stars, and that 
Religion is diverſified according to the Variety of Influences which are 
ſent down upon the Earth. He pretends alſo to know the Complexion of 
every Star ſo exaQly,that he-can declare by what Planet or Copjun@ion 
of Stars every diſtin Religion is produc'd ; and affirms boldly that the 
Jewiſh Diſcipline is from Saturn, the Chriſtians Goſpel from Jupiter and 
Mercury, the Mahumetan Superſtition from the Su# and Mars, the Ido» 
latry of the Pagans fromthe 2/00n and Mars, It is ſtrange that he de- 
riv'd not Heatheniſm from Japiter, ſince his name was ſo famous among 
them; and that Mahumetaniſm ſhould not have taken its Pedigree from 
the Moon, which would have ſymboliz'd with the Turkiſh Arms, the 
three Creſcents;and that neither of them ſhould have been made to hold 
of Venus, fince both are ſo full of abominable Luſts. However, borrowing 
a little more canting Ignorance of the Aſtrologers,he (ys that all theſe 
Conſtitutions have been and ſhall again be afflited according as there 
happen any great Conjunctions in thoſe Oppoſite Trigops which have 
dominion over their Laws (as for example, Aries, Leo and Sagittarius 
have over Chriſtianity; Gemini,Libra and Aquarizs over Judaiſm; ) and 
that as one Planet overcomes another with Reaſon, Craft, Piety, 
Cruelty or Laſciviouſoeſs, Religions alter and ſucceed one another, as 


they have done eternaWy. Theſe are the unworthy Baſes upon which " 
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would place Religion, lighting thoſe Noble Pillars upon which it was at 
firſt erected, God's Right and our Duty. Any man that believeth the Bee- 
ing of God, and confeſleth him to be the Creator of the World, will ea- 
fily grant that we are oblig'd in Juſtice to worſhip him, and Ingenuity 
will conſtrain him thankfully to acknowledg and humbly to adore his 
Patron and Benefaftor. But as Artithews has itifled the Connate ſenſe of 
a Deity, which all Nations do confeſs to be interwoven with the nature 
of their Souls ; ſo efteeming himſelf not beholden to God, he ſuppreſieth 
thoſe great Reaſons which make other men Religious, leſt he ſhould be 
judg'd Iograteful. 

Itmay be your defire, proceeded * Phi/alethes,to know by what brave 
Standard he meaſures Religion, which he hath diſgrac'd with ſuch a mean 
Original.+ Antithexs taking no notice of the Law of Nature,or the Goſpel 
of our Saviour, aſſigns no Rule but the Arbitrary Commands of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and eſteems that true Religion in every Country which the 
Governour thereof preſcribes, and approves all for true though one con- 
tradi another, and judgeth him Religious who, becauſe he is comman= 
ded, worſhips the Devil ; and ſays it is no fin for men to profeſs Atheiſm if 
they be requir'd to do it,or to renounce their Saviour, nay, though it be 
againſt their Conſcience z and teacheth them to excuſe the denial which 
they make in words by thinking otherwiſe, and gives them liberty to do 
it in their interior Copitations too,if they will, upon this ground, becauſe, 
as he ſays;Mens thoughts are not ſubject to the Commands of God, Thus 
he hath repreſented the Saviour of the World as a Rebel for preaching a 
Goſpel which was not authoriz'd by the Roman Emperour ; and hath di- 
ſparag'd the Apoſtles as ſeditious Hereticks, becauſe they perſwaded the 
World not to worſhip Idols, If any thing can be added to that which I 
have already related, he hath further demouſtrated that ſmall meaſure of 
Good will which he hath to Religion by endeavouring to invalidate 
thoſe Arguments which aſſure good men that it proceeded from God,the 
chief of which are Aracles and Prophecy. Miracles are Divine Works 
tranſcending all ordinary Power of Nature, by which God hath given 
Teſtimony to the DoEtrine of his Meſſengers. Theſe he calls only unu- 
ſual Accidents of Nature, which Ignorant people wonder at 3 but which 
Wiſe men look upon asno great Matters, becauſe they underſtand their 
Cauſes, and becauſe Impoſtors do ſuch things by a dextrous application 
of Natural Cauſes or make weak people believe fo by rare caſts of Le- 
gerdemain. He ſayes alſo that if ſome things be ſo ſtrange that they ſeem 
to tranſcend all power of Nature and all Art of Magicians, yet he which 
performs theſe rare Operations isnot to be credited upleſs the Civil Ma- 


. giſtrate declare that the Works are Miracles, and that the Perſon is come 


fromGod. By which Argument the World was not obliged to believe 
In our Saviour, though they ſaw him cloath'd with Divine Power, com- 
manding the Winds, makiog raging Seas obedient to his Word, ſubduing 
Devils,healiog all ſorts of Diſeaſes without any natural Medicioes,trium- 
phing over Death, both by raifing ſome to. life out of their Graves, aud 
riding himſelf after he had been buried three dayes, in a word, exerci- 
ſing an abſolute Authority upon univerſal Nature 5 becauſe Tiberins 
and his Procyrators did not make his Miracles authentick with their Civil 
SarQion. 

He is ſo willing to vilifie theſe great Operations,as Tricks invented by 
Covetous Artiſts to get Riches and Honor, that he will aftirm thoſe {trange 
Prodigies which appear ſometimes in the Air, to be either Viſions only 


reported by Princes to have becn ſeep, to amuſe their People or elle my 
they 
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they are repreſented in the Air by Glafles. He ſays that the Armies 
which ſeem to «kirmiſh in the Air are only Images ot Souldiers at Land 
or Sea reti- ted from one cluud to another, and multiplied as ſhadows 
are crdinarily by divers Looking-glaties; and when no Armies are 
near the places where- theſe Apparitions are icen, he ſays they are 
brought from remote parts by ſtrong Winds. Sometimes he fancies 
that men form theſe Shapes upon thick Vapours which Swim in the 
Air by the power of Imagination, as women make marks upon the 
Fmbryo's in their Womb; or elle that the Celeſtial Intelligences 
which move the Orbs imprint thoſe ſhapes 10 their own Bodies, which 
are extended much like to Skins of Parchment, and in theſe men 
ſzem to forelce futurc events by painted Schemes, Thus he makes 
Miracles things of no greater wonder then an [gnis Fatuns, and Igno- 
rant Superſtition the only Reafon of that Faith which is produc'd by 
them, 

Prophecy in his Opinion is no better Aſſurance : for he eſteems Pro- 
phetick Viſions only as Dreams of phrenetick men, that thought they 
convers'd with Angels when they talk'd only with their own Shadows ; 
and ſays, that God's ſpeaking tothem in Dreams is no more but what 
| they dreamed that God ſpoke to them. Becauſe ſometimes things 
ſeem to be foretold, he aſcribes the power of PrediQion to prophe- 
tick Vapours which ſome parts of the earth exhale in ſome certain ſea- 
ſons; and that thoſe [ofpiratiuns enabled the Miniſters of Apollo to give 
Oracles at Delphos, and forc'd the Pythian Girls to fing ecltatick 
Verſes. 

Theſe being the chief Reaſons which we have to believe what God 
hath ſaid, and to do what he hath commanded ; you may eafily ſuppoſe 
that he e{teems the Primitive Martyrs Egregious Fools, and their Noble 
Deaths only effe&s of potent Imagination, which they ſuffered either 
through a great deſire of Honour,or were forc'd to it by the ſtrength of 
Hypocondriack Humours,and that except the Applauſe of their Sect they 
periſh'd as trivially as a wild Indian, who will dye rather then not wor- 
ſhip his Pagod. Thus that Paflive Obedience, which for many Ages was 
perform'd with ſo much humble ſubmiſſion,that it was manifeſt to all be- 
holders to be no obſtinate Humour, and by ſuch vaſt multitudes, that it 
prov'd it felt to be no Rebellious Deſign when they could not com- 
ply with unlawful Commands, which was the ancient Glory of Chriſtia- 
pity, a4 made it flouriſh under the moſt ſharp perſecutions, is by him 
diſparag'd as at the beſt but an Honeſt Foolery. 

You will not wonder at all, if after all this he expound any great pointe 
of Faith into a Trifle, The Reſurrection he eſteems only a Recovery 
from ſome ApopleCtical Diſtemper ; to raiſe a man from the Dead is on- 
ly to awaken him out of a Lethargical fleep, or to cure one that is lick of 
an Epileplie, The Apparitions of men that have been buried, as he 
{ays, are only ſome Vapours extracted out of their Graves by the Stars, 
which repreſent the ſhapes which they had when they were alive: The po- 
tent Stars colleing it ſeems Vapours out of their cloths too, for they ap- 
pear many times in the ſameHabit which they us'd to wear.But it is calie for 
him to ſwallow ſuch ſmall matters, who eſteemsAngels in general butPhan- 
taſms or wild Imaginations of ſick Brains,& byGood Angels would have us 
to under(tand nothing but our Friends,fuch as are of our Opinion,oblerve 
our Humor or applaud what we ſay:So an Archangel is a Paraſite,or aCar« 
rier which brings good news in a Letter. Departed Souls he interprets 
Shadows, that 15,fuch as fall from our Bodies when we walk in the m_ 
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and ſays that the Anguiſh which is caJl'd Remorle ot Conlcience 1; 1tli- 

&ed by thoſe,and that they are the moſt proper Miniſters of that punith- 

ment,becauſe they muſt needs be conſcious to all our Miſ-duings, having 

accompanied us in all places, Devils he reputes eitherFictions of terrific d 

Souls, which hurt only ſuch as make them by their one Fears; or elſe 

Wicked men, that is, ſuch as are not of our Mind ; and ſometimes any 

thivg which hurts us, as Diſeaſes, Sometime he ſays he could be more 

content to believe that there are Angels in the received ſenſe, but that 

the Aſſertors of that DoQrin do not allow Angellefles. He doth not va- 
luc Eternal Bleſſednefs, eſteeming the Beatifick Viſton an unintelligible 
Notion ; and inſtead of a clearer knowledg of God, and all things ac- 
companied with an incomparable Joy, he ſays the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſignifies only a ſtate of Civil Government, like to that which the Jews 
had before they made Sax! their King. He tells us that the Souls of 
Good men do not aſcend into Heaven or enjoy any knowledg, but die 
with the Body, but that they ſhall riſe again, and then be as Adam was 
before he fiovn'd. He underſtands by the pains of Hell, that Wicked men 
ſhall die as others do, and lie without any ſenſe in the Grave till the day 
of Judgment, and when they riſe again ſhall be tormented by ſeeing 
themſelves more unhappy then others, that is, they ſhall be forc'd to 
eat, drink, marry and beget Children, as they did butore, and then die 
again. 

ol * Philalethes made a pauſe, and begg'd pardon for the Length of 
his Narration in theſe words: I am afraid, Bertivolio aud 4myntor, that I 
have wearied you both with a prolix Story of # Antithers his Theology ; 
but as I hope that Obedience to your Commands will ſerve for an Excuſe 
of my offence, ſo I make no doubt but that though the matter of my Diſ- 
courſe hath been diſpleafing, becauſe it gives notice of a Wicked Deſire ; 
Jet it is the leſs confiderable, becauſe that which is deſign'd is impoſſible. 
For though the Engine which I havedeſcrib'd be fram'd with an Intenti- 
on to throw Religion off the Hinges ; yet it is no more able to do it,then 
to pull Humane Nature up by the Roots. 

Youmight have ſpar'd this excule, Philalethes, ſaid Bentivolio, but that 
you can omit oothipg in your Converſation which you judg Civil; but if 
your own Wearineſs be not the true meaning of your Complement, we 
defire to be acquainted with ſome few of thoſe Principles by which An- 
tithexs pretends to have glorified Natural Philoſophy.lt is but a ſmall la- 
bour, anſwer'd Philalethes, and if it were greater | ſhould willingly un- 
dertakeit at your Command. Antithews,to make the foremention'd En- 
gine more ſtrong, hath fortified it with ſome aſliſtances which he pre- 
tends to have receiv'd from Natural Philoſophy, though indeed they are 
only a few falſe Opinions which he had beſtow'd upon it in hope to bor- 
row them as he ſhould have occaſion to uſe them ; that is, to pervert Phi- 
loſophy to ſerve his Deſign againſt Theology : turning the ſound Prin- 
ciples of ſober Diſcourſes #nto bold Paradoxes, and fitting extravagant 
Fancies, which are apt to take with vain Souls, not only to oppoſe true 
Notions, but to lay Foundations of Atheiſm in his Diſciples minds ; 
at once endeavouring to ſupplant true Reaſon in thoſe whom he teach: 
eth to miſunderſtand Nature, and to diſſerve God's Intereſt with ſuch 
as know not the difference between Jargon and Philoſophy. One of 
his Fundamental Notions is, That the World was made by a fortui- 
tous concourſe of ſtragling Atoms, or, in plainer Terms, that it is E- 
ternal, and was alwayes ſuch as it is now, or not much unlike to ic ; the 
common Principles of all things which did eternally exiſt of Ny" -- 
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beiug often ſhufled into ſeveral Forms by a continued ſucceſſion of vari- 
ous Mutions, By which Artifice all Dependance upon a Deity is rejeRed, 
and the World inſtrufted to acknowledge no firſt Cauſe. For he was a- 
fraid that if he ſhould confeſs that the World was not Eternal,he would 
alſo be forc'd to acknowledg that the Supreme Deity determin'd it to 
begin at his pleaſure. The World thus conſtituted he calls Nature, and 
ſometimes dignified it with the name of God; not meaning that Omnipo- 
tent Wiſdom, which being diſtioguiſh'd from all created Beeiogs derives 
from himſelt to them what they arc in their particular kinds ; but the 
Nature of things connex'd by ſeveral Lioks of Efſence which make the 
World to be what it is : which is but a more dull Expreſſion of the Do- 
Arine of Atoms, and depends upou the Ignorance of this Truth, That 
Nature is Gods Work, that is, the Method of Divine Art plac'd in the Ef- 
ſences of things, by which they are led orderly to their particular Ends, 
and ſo is only the effeC of his All- powerful Goodneſs, or the proper Na- 
ture which he hath beſtow'd upon every thing. 

He looks upon Incorporeal ſubſtances (as I told you before) as things 
to be hi(s'd out of the confideration of Philoſophers; and in correſpons 
dence with that brave ſuppoſition aſſerts, That the Soul is nothing di: 
ſtiot from the Body, but only a few Atoms put together by chance in 
a certain Order ; and that Death is a diſſolution of that Contexture,and 
a Reſolution of the Soul into ſmall Particles of fine Duſt, But becauſe 
of ſome who have diligently conſidered thoſe rare Operations in which 
Humao Nature doth manifeſt if ſelf to be ſome better thing, he ſays tha 
all thoſe As are capable of explication by Corporeal Motion, He af- 
firms Senſe to be nothing but the local Motion of certain parts inthe 
Body, and that Motion, and Senſation which is the Perception of Mo- 
tion, are both one; that is, a Bell hears it ſelf ſound. He defines Rea- 
ſon to be only a Motion of the exteriour Organs of the Body cauſed 
by an Impreſſion of the ObjeR, and propagated by a ſucceſſion of A- 
gitations to the inward parts; thatis, the In-fide of a Baſe-viol is made 
to underſtand Muſick by him that draws a Bow over the ſtrings which 
arefaſtened upon the Our-f(ide, and is a living creature all the while 
itis play'd upon: poor Muſicians never dreaming that they have ſuch 
a power beſtow'd upon them, that their.laſtruments underſtand Mu- 
ſick as well asthey; and not believing that the Trees or Stones did 


ever dance after any Harper, though ſome Poets have ſaid ſo. Thus as - 


he would have the Conſtitution of the World underſtood without a 
God, ſo he would have all the Phzxnomena of Humane Nature explaio'd 
without a Soul, that ſo Men may be free, if they pleaſe,to live like brute 
Beaſts, to whom by his Argument they are not Superiour. The beſt o0- 
tion which he can beſtow upon the Soul is but a Vivacious Habit of Bo- 
dy, or the local Motion of ſome particles, and the Beaſts have that; 
and Life poſlibly is an Harmonical Wind, ſuch as is coovey'd by Bellows 
through the Pipes of Organs, whom we may ſuppoſe to live as long as 
they breathe. Diſcourſe is nothing with him but Motion with Re-acti- 
on, of which a Lute-ſtring is equally capable with agy Man, He oblite- 
rates all Coonate Idea's of God by which Excellent perſons thiok them- 
ſe]Ivesinabled to converſe with the Divine Nature, as the Eye being re- 
pleniſh'd with a Cryſtalline Humour is made capable of ſceing the Sun. 
Thus Men are repreſented as no more fitted for Religion then Beaſts, Bue 
as his DoGrine raiſeth Wood and Stones to the (ame pitch of Senſe with 
Humane Nature, it is but a ſmall matter for him to depreſs it to the 
ſame Level with Beaſts, either in Excellency of knowledge or SR 
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of Religion. It is conſequent to this That the Soul is Mortal: How ſhould 
it be otherwiſe, being but Motion? when that ceaſeth, it dies. And confj- 
dering that many believe otherwiſe,he adds,that the Immortality of ſepa- 
rate Souls is only a Window open'd into the dark Region of Eternal Tor- 
tents by ſuch as have been fool'd with the Demonology of the Greeks. 
I perceive you are cloy'd with/his Natural Philoſophy, and therefore 
I will ſet no more of it before you, but give you a taſte of his Ethicks. 
But doth he acknowledge any ſuch thing as Vertue? ſaid Bentivolio, 
You may well make a Queſtion of that, replied Philalethes, by what I 
have reported;but I will tell you what he ſays,and then you may judge. 
He aſlerts that in the Natural ſtate of Humanity all things are indifferent, 
that nothing is abſolutely Good or Evil, and that no common Rule of 
Good and Evil can be taken from the Nature of the ObjeQs themſelves; 
but all things are to be meaſur'd by mens Appetites, which have the only 
Power to make whatſoever pleaſeth them Good. He ſuppoſes men in the 
ſtate of Nature to be a company of Licentious People ſtraggling up and 
down the ſurface of the Earth without any Law, obnoxious to no Au: 
thority, incapable of Siv, both becauſe there are no Eternal Rules of 
Good and Evil, of which the beſt Philoſophers have believed the Law 
of Nature written upon our Hearts to be a Tranſcript, and becauſe no 
poſitive Commands were given to them ; for from whom ſhould they 
receive them who were their own Lords ? He ſays that the World had 
never been troubled with thoſe uſeleſs Notions of Vertue and Vice, but 
that ſome proud Ignoramus introduc'd them upon an arrogant Suppoli- 
tion that men have Liberty of Will, that is, a free Principle of Action ; 
when as by his words all thee Freedom that they have is, that they do 
not ſee that they have none ; mens Wills being, like other things, extrin-. 
ſecally determin'd ; Hence he infers that either there is no Sin, or that 
God is the Author of it, who doth not only help us to Actybut force us to 
Will; teaching the vileſt Perſons to excuſe their worſt Aﬀions by accu- 
fiog thoſe cauſes which with irreſiſtible force neceſſitate them to operate 
as they do. Thus Deliberation is rendred as a great Foolery,and a Horſe 
made as capable of Honeſty as a Man, and a Scone as either of them. 
Conſcience, which the Good men of all Ages have ever rever'd as an 
in-dwelling God is deſpis'd by him as an Idol made by falſe Imagination, 
Blame is reckon'd but a fignification of Diſpleaſure, not the Imputation 
of a Fault. His new Goſpel hath aboliſht ingenuous Shame, and lays 
that thoſe whom we call our firſt Parents had no troubleſome reſent- 
ment of their Eating the Forbidden Fruit as a Crime, but expreſs'd a 
little Anger againſt God for not making them with their Cloaths on © as 
if they had been blind,and did not ſee their skins before they broke their 
Creator's Orders; or had no reafon to bluſh when through an iograteful 
Careleſneſs they deveſted themſelves of the lnnocence with which he 
indued them, by doing what he had prohibited. Thus he hath extermi- 
pated Sorrow for unworthy AQions, which in finners begins the Practice 
of ——— and made humble Prayers, by which all the World doth 
expreſs a Dependance upon God, as impertinent as if we ſhould make 
an Oration to the Sun today to perſwade it to riſe to morrow. It's true, 
ſometimes he makes bold with his own Do@rines, and frets at croſs Ac- 
cidents, and ſays that by reaſonof great Prudence one man is fitter to 
give Advice, then another, and admits of the DiſtinRion wich is made 
between Counſels and Commands, with many other ſuch like prooun- 
tiationsz which being miogled with his aſſertion of the  extriofecal 


Pre-determination of all Actions and Events, arc Arguments againſt 
the 
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the Liberty of the Will, compos'd much atter the manner oi thoſe Horas 
which Mahbomet law upon the heads of ſome of his Moaiter-Angels, 
which, as he ſays, were made of Snow and Fire, : 

Mens particular Natures being thus repreſcnted, you will expe@ that 
he ſhould appoint ſtrange Rules to govern them when they are joyn'd in 
Society. They would be excellent, if they were propurtionable to that 
great Conceit which he hath of his own Ability in this kind : for betore 
his time, he ſaith, the DoGrine of Civil Government was unknown; and 
that bis Preſcriptions are far above any Compariſon with what hath been 
deliver'd by the beſt Legiſlators in the World, in that the better ſorcs of 
Beaſts have a more prudent Politie then Men, and could promulgate bet- 
ter Laws if they would pleaſe to ſpeak in ſuch a language as we under- 
ſtand. But ſome which have conſider d hisnew Model affirm it to be only 
a fictitious ſuppoſal of a ſtate of Humanity that never was or will be,and 
that his ſeveral DiQates are uſeleſs Conſequences drawndrom falſe Prin: 
ciples, and perver{ly applied to the Condition of Maokind, which doth 
not only reject them as impertinent, but abhor them as miſchievous to the 
Nature and Happineſs oft Men. Some of his Orders ſuppoſe men tobe 
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* Antochthones, lotelligent Muſhromes, or elſe Pre-Adamites bora before ,,,,,,c.,.,.. 
the Moon upon ſome Arcadian Hill; others are fitted well enough for the ſeve; 
Serpentine Brood of Cadmns, or for a barbarous multitude of Men de- ging jrom gho 


degenerated into Beaſts : but they agree not with the nobler ſtate of * 
Maokiod, which by the prudent appointment of our great Creator is 
derived from our Common Parents 4dam and Eve,whole ſtate was never 
Anarchical, for their Creator was their King; neither were they at any 
time without Law, for they came not into the World till God had fix'd 
the Principles of Reaſon and the Roots of Love in their Natures, and 
obliged them by bringing them into Beeing to obſerve the Laws which 
he had written upon their Hearts, Their Liberty was not unlimited, for 
theſe Laws bounded it ; neither could their condition be a ſtate of War, 
unleſs they ſhould fight agaioſt themſelves; for by an univerſal Law 
well known tothem all they were obligd tolove their Neighbours as 
themſelves, They have deſerv'd all Commendations who, writing up- 
on this Subject, have not only reduc'd the Civil ſtate of men to right 
Principles, but repreſented a better to mens conſideration then was yet 
ever ſeen but in Books ; that ſo the World might meliorate if (elf by 


the juſt imitation of a noble Example : But * Antithenr hath fo far en- + 4, air. 


courag d the world to Degenerate, that he hath made the Nature of 
Men worſe io his picture then ever it was1o it ſelf. For he hath preſented 
the firſt ſtate of Rational Beeings as a War of all men againſt all menzthat 
is, a Common wealth whereinevery man is his Neighbours Enemy,and in 
which every one tay juſtly do what he will ; where the uſe of Force and 
Fraud 1s lawful ; where every man having a Right to every thing may 
get poſſeſſion of it as he can, by enflaving and deſtroying not only what 
doth hurt him, but alſo that which he imagines able to annoy him ; every 
man's Appetite being the Rule of what he may deſire, and his own 
Apprehenſion the ſole Judge of the beſt Means to attain his Ends. He 
affirms ſometimes, and itis correſpondent to the forementioned Prin- 
ciples, that Caiz did no wrong to Abel, fince he only took out of the 
way one that was offenfive.to him; and asit was no 1njuſtice to kill his 
Brother, ſo it was but Wiſdom to tempt him into the Field that he might 
have av opportunity fit for his purpoſe, Amntithens thinks it was no juſt 
Reaſon to move him not to do it to his Brother, becauſe he would not 
have had his Brother done it to him and that Cain was punill'd by God 
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unjuſtly ſince he had done nothing but what he cuuld jultitic by the Law 
of his Nature, being to give no accompt of his Brother, no not to God, 
ſince he was not his Keeper. He lights the Foundation of Happineſs which 
God had laid in Civil Society, pretending that Reaſon and Love will 
not hinder men from doing harm to others. But thea he ſhould have put 
ſome better Principles then what we have yet ſeen, tor Fear and Hatred 
will act do itzand it he thinks that they are the only means of Selt-preſer- 
vation, it is a weak thought ? For though Reaſon and Love did require 
men to doonly good to others, yet they did not forbid them to defend 
themſelves againſt ſuch as ſhould tranſgreſs the juſt bounds of Common 
Good. But his own Reaſons are good enough for him, who ſuppoſeth 
neither Abel to have been Cain's Brother, nor Adam, to have been their 
common Father ; and fo excuſeth Caiz from any Obligation to Fraternal 
Love,and makes them unaccomptable to Adam, though he depriv'd him 
of a Son withgat his leave. By this you may perceive that his DoQtrine is 
not agreeable with the firſt ſtate of Nature, but only a falſe Imagination 
of his own,and uſeful no where except the barbarous Regions of Cyclopia, 

* Antitheus having bountifully allow'd this ſtrange Liberty to Men in 
the (tate of Nature, hath taken what care he can to aſſure it to them in all 
ſtates, and let them know that it is incapable of receiving prejudice from 
any thing,not excluding thoſe limitations which they themſelves ſhall ſet 
to it by voluntary Promiſes ; declaring to them that they are not bound 
to keep any Covenants madein the ſtate of Nature: and hath added,that 
no Promiſes are atany time to be thought inviolable for any Reaſons ta- 
ken from the nature of Honeſty, which make them ſacred Bonds, fince 
Words are but Wind; but that men ought to perform what they have ſaid 
for fear of Evil Conſequences which may happen upon the breach of 
their Promiſes. Men in his Opinion either not being under the force of a 
Divine Law; or that continuing no longer in force to oblige men to their 
Duty,then till they have opportunity to neglect it without Danger from 
their Neighbours. 

Theſe are his Sentiments concerning thoſe mutual Duties which men 
owe to one another in general : what his Opinions are concerning them 
as they are under Government, you ſhall ſoon know whilſt I tell you what 
Power he afligos tothe Magiſtrate , how he determines the People's 
Right, and how he takes from them both what he had formerly allow'd 
to them by croſs Grants. He hath gratified the Supreme Magiſtrate with 
a Power of Creating good and Evil, and pronounc'd that his Abſolute 
Will is Divine and Humane Law, and would have his People to believe 
every thing to be Juſt which he Commands, and that whatſoever he for- 
bids is for that Reaſon Evil,and that no Laws made by him can be unjuſt; 
That Subjefts have no Propriety in whatſoever they pollefs, and hold 
their Lives meerly at the Will of their Prince, who without doing any 
i0juſtice may take away the Lite or confiſcate the Eſtate of his moſt inno» 
cent Subje&z and that all things are his in ſuch an unlimited ſenſe, that 


If he pleaſe he may juſtly give away or ſell the Soveraign Power, Having 


conſider'd that the Vulgar,which are almoſt all the World, are eafily tz- 
ken with ſpecious Pretences, he exhorts Princes to learn the Art of Diſ- 
ſimulation, and toeſteem it a moſt neceſlary part of Royal Accompliſh- 
ment to be able to Counterfeit all plauſible Vertues,eſpecially Piety;that 
is, proſtitute the ſacred Notion of a Deity to Worldly Intereſt : and re- 
membring thatſo long as men continue Bad, as they do yer, to be truly 
Good will ſometimes prove dangerous ; he ſays they ought to know alſo 


how to make a profitable uſe of beivg not good, though they ſeem o at all 
| other 
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other times:and becaule it 1s accompted a Point of Honour ina Prince to 
verifie his Word, he adviſeth him,when it is his Intereſt to break his Pro: 
miſes, to colour the Action- with pretences of Urgent Reaſons, that the 
Common people may think ke was neceſſitated to violate his Faith. 

At other times r<tleting upon that boundleſs Power which he had be- 
ſtow*d upon Princes,and tearing that the People would think kim guilty 
ot Adulation, and ſay that he had mifinform'd Princes io point of their 
Right to gratifie their Ambition,he hath made 2Compenſation for his Er- 
rour by granting unreaſonable Allowances to Subjects : For,to make the 
Poſſefiion of Royal Power inſecure in Princes hands, he hath given the 
People leave when they can,to take it from them;& when they are put to 
ſuffer Wounds or Death, though never lo juſtly,he hath authoriz'd them 
to refilt-; and leſt they ſhould doubt that they are obliged to the contra- 
ry, he hath told them that PaCts made in the condition of Nature do not 
bind ; that is, Subjects when they can, may ablolve themſelves from thoſe 
Oaths by which they have (worn Fealty to the Soveraign Power z and 
that in all Caſes the longeſt Sword is the true Meaſure of Right, and the 
ſtrongeſt Am the only infallible Judge of Wrong, 


But 1 will trouble you no longer, added * Phzlalethes, with the repeti- Ws. = of 


tion of ſuch DoQrines by which the (tate of Reaſonable Nature is miſ-re- 
preſented and Men unhappily direCted,and which would quickly deltroy 
all chat Felicity which depends upon Civil Policy if they were entertain'd 
in the World. Here Philalethes ended his Diſcourſe; and as Bertivolio was 
about to make an Apology for havipg put him to ſo much trouble,and to 
give him thanks that for his and Amyntor's SatisfaQtion he was willing to 
ſpend ſo much time in the Report of ſuch unacceptable M-tters, one of 


philalethes his ſervants whom he had ſent to « Poliſtherion was return'd , '7% Gry of 
and came into the Room to give him notice how things went there, Ha/ Fea#s. 

b Kalodulns, (aid Philalefhes, | have expected you theſe twodayes; but it 5 A good ſor- 
ſeems your entertainment was ſo good in Poliitherjon, that you could not vans. 


get away ſuddenly. Poliſtherion is at this time ſuch an und<ſjrable place, 
replied his Servant, that it it had not been in Obedience to your Com- 
mands, I would not have ſtay'd there one day, I gave thanks to God a 
hundred times as I was upon my way home, that you were baniſh'd from 
ſuch a forlorn City,which I can compare to nothing but H:11. You dwell 
in Heaven here, Dear Maſter, and do fiogly enjoy that Happineſs which 
for any thing that I could diſcern is not to be found in all Po/iſtherion, I 
met nothing but Diſcontent whereſoever I came: the Screets are fill'd 
with Cries, the Houſes eccho Complaints; the Exchange is ſpoil'd with 
Fraud, the Courts are become a prey to Injuſtice. All Relations have a- 
bandon'd thoſe Vertues upon which their mutual Happineſs was founded, 
Fathers have given up all Studies but their Pleaſures, and their Children 
imitate them, What Errours the Women commit I dare not (ay,but they 
defend them by the Examples which they receive from Men. Friends 
undermine each others Intereſts, and yet complain agatuſt one another. 
Fidelity is grown fo rare, that Maſters are inſecure as to their Domeſtick 
Servants,and men have as many Adverfaries as Neighbours. Io ſhort,they 
live after ſuch a faſhion as if Wickedueſs were licenc'd among(t them; but 
I believe that they will ſoon grow weary of this falſe Liberty, and be 
glad to return to their former (tate. For unhappineſs ſeems to have made 
a perfect Conqueſt of Poliſtherion, and having broken thote Holy Links 
of Juſtice and Love by which Proſperity is faſtened to Humane Society, 
doth make them drag one another with chains of Oppreſſion to ſutter the 
torments of Diſorder which they mutually ioflict upon thoſe whom they 


ſhould love and ſerve. 
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* A perverſe 
Matter, 


] will ooly trouble you further with the hearing of 0:6 or two ſtrange 
Accidents which happen'd whili'(t I was in * Poliſtherion. I came one Eve- 
ning (for I durſt not be ſeen in the Day-time, being known to beloag to 
you) where a multitude of People were gathered together ; and ſtaying 
ro enquire the Cauſe] perceiv'd that a Child was unmercifully expos'd in 
the Street, and that the Dogs had kill d 1t & caten halt of it. The Mother 
being diſcover'd to be the Author of this Cruelty, the Father,not alittle 
diſpleas'd with what was done, was going to have kiJl'd her,but was inter- 
rupted by the comming of a Judge who was returning from the Caltle of 
* Antithens to his own Houſe. He complain'd tothis Judge of the barba- 
rous Fat committed by his Wite,and demanded Juſtice againſt her, The 
Judge ask'd if his Wite was the Child's Mother;zand the Father anſwering, 
Yes, Then,faid the Judge, ſhe hath only kill'd her own:but that you have 
any reaſon to complain as a Fatheris uncertaiv, and you do only believe 
it becauſe formerly ſhe told you ſo ; but this ts plain, that by the Right of 
Nature the Dominion over the Infant did belong firft to her,becauſe ſhe 
had it firſt in her Power : and as to the Child he determin'd that it was 
meer Courtelie that ſhe did not kill it ſooner, and ſo went away. 

My other ſtory is of a Servant who kill'd his Maſter, called * Streblo- 
deſpotes , who had poſſeſs'd his mind with large opinions concerning 
the extent of his own Authority,and would often ſay that a Maſter could 
do no Wrong to his Servants, becauſe they are ſuppos'd by the Nature 
of their Condition to have ſubjeQed their Wills to their Maſters Com- 
mands without Reſerve: The frequent Repetition of ſuch Speeches in- 
duc'd one of his Servants, who preſum'd to underſtand his Maſters Pow. 
er better then he himſelf did, to diſpute with one of his fellow-ſervants 
concerving the Unlimitedneſs of Magiſterial Authority , and to urge 
apainſtit that no Maſter could juſtly claim ſuch an abſolute Command ; 
but that if he requir'd of his Servant any thing which was incoalfiltent 
with his Obedience to God or Allegiance to his Prince, he might thiok 
himſelfgreatly wrong'd and ought not to do what was commanded,and 
yet havea ſufficient Warrant for his Diſobedience. Streblodeſpotes 
being acquainted with this Diſcourſe reſolv'd to kill his $-rvant ; but he 
underſtanding his Maſters purpoſe by one whom he had ſpoken to for 
his aſſiſtance in the Execution of it,ran away to prevent his Danger, One 
* Cacodulur, another of his Men who had as extravagant Principles for 
a Servant as * Streblodeſpotes had for a Maſter, did not ooly juſtifie the 
Prudence of his Fellow-ſervant that was gone, but proteſted, if it had 
been his Caſe, he would have ſtay'd and taken another courſe. How do 
you prove that to be Jawful? ſaid one of Streblodeſpotes his flaves which 
ſtood by. Thus anſwer'd Cacodulus ; We were taken Captives, and be- 
cauſe our Maſter might have kill'd us if he had plear'd, we promis'd to 
ſerve him whilſt we liv'd if he would not put us to death : But fince 
he hath entertain'd us, he both makes us perform very hard ſervice,and 
ſometimes puts us in Chains 3 and therefore 1 ſuppoſe we are free from 
any Obligation to our Purpoſe. I think fo too, ſaid the other (ave; 
and fince we have no hopes of Freedom till our Maſter be dead, let us 
redeem our ſelves with his Life. Both agreeing in this Reſolution, they 
watch'd a fit Opportunity, and kill'd him: Some, which ſaw what was 
done,endeavour'd to apprehend them ; they did what they could to de- 
fend themſelves, Whilſt the Conteſt laſted,a Captain of a Galley happen'd 
to come by, who was friend to Streblodeſpotes & having demanded of the 
{]avesa Reaſon of their Action,one of them replied, Our Maſter was iofi- 


nitely ſevere in his Commands, ard ſaid he could do us no wropg what 
tasks 


Book V. Bentivolio and Urania. 37 


tasks loever he ſet us,or what Puniſhments loever he inflicted, becauſe his 
Domicion over us was gain d after the ſame manner by which Meo ſubdue 
Beaſts ; and we thought we might, as ſoon as we could, re-gain our Liber 
ty, Right according to his own Law depending merely upon greater 
Strength. It may beſo, ſaid the Captain;zand fince I have more Power then 
you, I will take puniſhment of you for the Death of my friend ; and 
immediatly commanded his Servants to kill them. 

Here 2 Philalethes interruptiog his Servant, and turoiug to Bertivolio ' 4 Low sf 
and * Amyntor, faid, I did eaſily foreſee that ſuch as theſe or worſe M:1. 75% | 
cheifs would ſoon happen under the forlorna Goverameat of © Anti;henss . git: 1 
and ask'd his Servant it he did not fee Artitheus, Only once as he paſ:'d 
by in a Coach I ſaw him through the Glaſs of my Chamber- Window, re- 
plied his Servant ; for he doth ſeldom go abroad ; and never without a ve- 
ry ſtrong Guard , alwayes fearing leſt ſome of Alethion's friends ſhould 
ſtab him. Philalethes ask'd him how he was reported to ſpend his time. He 
anſwer'd, Much after that manner which Sardazapalus us'd in Ninive. 

Who are his uſual Companions? ſaid Philalethes. As 1 was informed I © on. comer, 
will acquaint you, replied his Servant, for I durſt not venture into the !9a/l +, 
Caſtle. He hath made * Paſenantins and © Antholkes his Principal Secreta- Pons __ ; 
ries © Dopmapornes 15 his Favorite, © Panthnetus is the Steward of his as) a 
Houſe, > Philedones his Treaſurer,  A/ynetus his Chief Juſtice, * Autantus ow pin: of 
is the Captain of his Guard,and his Brother | Proſelerhs is his Lieutenant: « vn: wi, 
m Pſycoparnyx, " Saprobius. and * Udemeilon are of his Bed:chamber : *#«ms ai 
e Medenarete is his Minion, © Aſtromantis with his inſeparable Companion "Rag 
 Thaumaturgus, are his Phyſitians ; * Scepticur, * Hypſagoras and * Antigra- jlaſure. 
phus are general Buffoons to them all. 1 hear alſo that one Y Hicrowinms |," " —_— 
larely come to town, hopes, by the Interceflion of Hypſagorar, to be en- * on 11h, x 
tertain'd by Autitheus,and that * Anopheles doth much favour him. ! Ga- /1i%* all ro 
rimargus, * Cantharnus and * Aphrodiſius are all preferr'd by Philedones wk PI 
This is all Chat I could learn in Poliftherion, Philalethes ſaid nothing,only fore t + » cou. 
ſhak'd his head, and bad his ſervant withdraw, When he was gone, Bex- ,, 7" "2% of 
tivolio deſired Philalethes that belides his pardon for their former trouble: » 0. of @ cor« 
fomeneſs, he would pleaſe to oblige himſelf and Amyntor with a thort 742 Ute. 
Character of the foremention'd Perſoos, adding that upon the hearing i, If _ 
of their old Names he could not but imagine that they were obſervable * Vine i ne- 
for ſome ſingular Qualities. Ro — 
I ſhall williogly do it, ſaid Philalethes. * Paſepantius is a man of a moſ} vines by whe 
perverſe Diſpolition, and fois » Amtholkes : they both take a great de- po _ 
light in contradiftiog-what others aſſert, and think nothing well aid or :.,1;wmre, 
done but by © Antithezs and thewſclves : They are very agrecable to *9: = 
his Humour,becauſe they have a rare faculty in minting new Words and ron hs 
Phraſes, of which Antitheus makes noſmall uſe ; for by expunging all * 4 #45 Tal- 
known Terms, he hopes to extioguilh all receiv'd Opinions, and to in- &, , 
trouduce his new Phyloſophy into the World. But his ExpeCtations have {qrw2: 
a very weak Foundation , for it is obſerv'd that after he hath taken much * Gan phe 
pains to divulge ſome hidden Myſtery io ſtrange Sentences, he hath been =_ 
found only to have wrap't up a Falſhood in unuſual Terms, or to have * 4s #»7107- 
obſcur'd ſome common ” wk which every Novice underſtood as ſoon  enielh 
as he had enter'd the firſt confines of Study, and could have exprefs'd ater 
in better Words. Shall I giveyou a taſte of Variations by which ©- Tankerd. 
he hath advanc'd a Philoſophical Ignorance ? For God, he hath put cir va 
Naturezfor Providence, Chance; for Creation, Eternal Viciffitudez for * 9" m—_ Fa: 
Preſcience, Fate; for Liberty, Omnipo:ence 3 for Contingency, Neceffi nero 
ty; for Pothble, Future z for Hiſtory, Myſtery z tor Cruelty, Juſtice ; © 4s - t#1:#: 
for 
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for Diſcourſe,contraditionz for Philoſopher, Dictator, tor Hy pocrilie, 
Wiſdom; for Religion, Mockery; for Theology, Atheiſm. 
© he opinion of Of © Dogmapornes you have heard ſorhething already ; and of his Un 
« Fore. ,. Worthy Opinions concerning the Divine Providenceyin the ſtory of * 4- 
us Frevi» pronens © he hath many more of the ſame nature,for which,as being very 
dence, fit co be entertain'd in Brothel- Houſes, but worthy to be baniſh'd from 
all Civil Societies,becauſe they ſend down a miſcheivous influence upon 
Humane Life, he was call'd Dogmrapornes. I have often fancied that his 
Countenance doth very much reſemble the Air of the rebellious Giants, 
and that he is much of that Diſpoſition which did fo corrupt the Manners 
of the old World,that Almighty God was provok'd to deſtroy them with 
a Deluge.lf ever Apoſtate Angels begot Children upon Laſcivious Wo- 
men, he may well be thought to have come of that Race. 
* One whoa. * Antantus would have us believe that the World made it ſelf, or at 
—=_ allto Jeaſt, did of it ſelf Eternally exiſt in looſe Atoms, and that after many 
wb wild encounters,the jumbled particles, (as if they were playing at the an» 
cient ſport of Oſcillation) did at laſt luckily throw themſelves into that 
Y0ur bers be- infinite number of rare figures of which this World conſiſts. * Proſelenus 
fore te Xeon. jc of the ſame opinion, and is uſually very troubleſome to the Company 
where he happens to be, with ſtrange ſtories of Men whom he affirms to 
have been fifty thouſand years older then the Moon; and hath fram*d 
many Fabulous Tales of Eve's Great Grand mother, whoſe Father, as he 
* 4 born be- ſays, was call'd * Preadamita. He affirms alſo, almoſt in the ſame words 
for 45am. | with the * Atheiſt of Florence, that we ſhould have certainly known the 
Cuſtoms and Accidents of the former World, but that a great Deluge 
happen'd in Adam's time, by which all the Records of the foregoing A- 
ges weredeſtroy'd,and no Perſons preſerv'd but Adam and his Wife,two 
Mountaioous Shepherds; and that Adam to gain the Glory of beiog re- 
puted the firſt Father of a new World (a (trange Ambition to ſeize upon 
the thoughts of a poor Shepherd) agreed with his Wife to conceal the 
knowledge of that which was deſtroy'd, from their Children: by which 
means it came to paſs, as he gueſſes,that we have only the ootice of abour 
five or (fix thouſand yearstime , but ſuppoſes that Adam's Poſterity did 
find ſome Remembrances of another Stats, yer, to ſupport the Honour 
of their Family, reckon'd them but Fabulous Devices made by ſome of 
their Predeceſſours. 
4 ALoverof  * Philedoner is one wholly devoted to a Voluptuous Life, of which he 
Heaſure, hath made choice as his only Happineſs, as he ſaith, meerly in Imitation 
of the Exemplary Vertues of the Epicurean Gods, who rejeCing the 
troubleſome Cares of this lower World,do nothing but feaſt themſelves 
in Heaven. He was inclin'd to Senſuality by his Natural Complexion ; 
but when he doubted a man was made for more noble purpoſes then 
thoſe of which a Swine is Capable, he was confirm'd in his way by twoof 
: 21 Mertat, bis Companions,*Parthnetns andvUdemelion, who made him believe that 
d Nothing Fu- Men have no ſouls, ,but that as they are born and grow like Beaſts, fo 
_ they wax old and die as they do, and are not accountable in another 
World for what they do in this. When he put this ſcruple to them , 
But what if the Soul ſhould be Immortal? You need 'not fear that, 
ſaid they ; for if Souls, ſuppoſing that there are ſuch thiogs, did nor 
periſh with their Bodies, they would beſo thick crowded together in 
the other World, that ſome of them would have been glad of the 
| Errand to come and tell Atheiſts of their Errour, and reprove them for 
1 ſpeaking againſt their Exiſtence. With ſuch fooliſh Arguments they 


| —_ have perſwaded poor * Philedones to believe that all Felicity is in Plea- 
lure 
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ſure,and that only to be meaſur'd by the Belly;and with the help of * Ga- * 42744: £8 
ſtrimargus.|| Cantharus and + Aphrodiſius, whom he hath made Purveyors "y Sedans, 
for his inordinate Appetites, He is ſo improv'd in Luxury,that he will not 7 4v:xcrom 
eat without a Deaths Head hung over the T able, nor drink but ina Pri- p*r ſon. 
aps, and will have none to preſent his Ambroſia but a Garymede. He re» 

pents of nothing but the Time which when he was young he loſt in ſeri- 

ous Studies; and to fipnifie to the World that he is a real Convert, he 

hath declar'd thi: he will have no remembrance after Death, but a 
Monument made after the faſhion of that Statue which Sardanapalus 

had at Anchials, and this Epitaph upon his Tomb, HERE LIES 

ALL PHILEDONES, 

* Pſychopannix creates his Companions ſome diſturbance, for he con- * rhe Eternal 

tends that the Soul is a ſubſtance diſtin& from the Body,and ſhall awake #7 
X . —— . . ſou! 

again, though i: (leep a while in the ſtate of Separation, beiog not able 

to live out of the Body : but becauſe he was in ſome doubt whether the 

Soul, having ſaor'd many hundreds or thouſands of years without fo 

much as any Drezm of Life or Senſe, will not afterwards be unable to 

know it ſelf again, they were content to take him into their Company 

as an Honeſt Heretick: but of late || YdemeV/or hath made him much more || Xothing 16 

acceptable, for, as the only way to make him hope to eſcape the Puziſhe 

ment of a Wicked Lite, he hath perſwaded him to be of his Opinion , 

That there is no Judgment to come, and that the ReſurreCtion is a mere 

Fable. 

+ Ajynetus is one whoſe part 1n this Infernal Tragedy is, with a ſcurri- + 4s tmpra- 
lous boldneſs to traduce the notion of Conſcience ; and he hath ated it 4 priſon. 
ſo to the Life, that thoſe which have ſeen him have imagin'd that he hath 
often ſtab'd that tender part of his Soul : But ſome that know his Con- 
ſtitution ſay, that ſuch a callous Matter is grown round about his heart, 
that no Dagger will pierce it. He doth teach Men to take off the ſenſe of 
Sin by committing it often; that is, tocontract an Habitual Impenitency 
by a frequent Repetition of Wicked Actions,and to rifle the Native Mo- 
deſty of their Souls, by adding greater Crimes to ſmaller Sins: herein 
following the damn*'d Example of thoſe Traitors who make it their Ex- 
cuſe for committing the higheſt Villanies, that they have already done 
ſuch as can be defended by no other Means, He hath utterly ſpoild a 
young Gentleman call'd * Saprobius,whom he hath wade a miſerable Spe» + gy: of a ce 
Qacle of a Vicious Lifez Sin hath done its utmoſt upon him, haviog now rp! Le. 
left him nothing bur a defpairing Soul io a putrid Body, I look at him as 
irrecoverably loſt, becauſe he is mortified to all ſenſe of Ingenuous Prin- 
ciples ; by which means he hath broken off from himſelf thoſe Handles 
by which God doth take hold of us, and ſeems to have murther'd thoſe 
friendly Guardians which God hath appointed to reduce luch as think to 
free themſelves from their Obedience by a rebellious Flight. 

* Medenarete is a She:Philoſopher,and {o in many reſpeCts acceptable to * yerrne is nc- 
+ Antitheus,Her Opinions are very conformable to Saprobins his Practices: !%'s- | —_ 
She eſteems Vertue nothing but Words, Laws the Opinions of Men ns 
Power ; She denies that there are any Eternal Rules of Righteouſneſs, 
which took their Original only from God, or that there are any Indiſpen- 
ſable Principles of Good and Evil, or that God hath written any Laws 
upon Humane Nature in any other ſenſe,but that Vertue and Vice are de- 
terminable by the Cuſtoms of divers Countries,and holy Rules variable 
according to different Fancies of ſeveral Ages or Perſons : That Religts 
ous Conſtitutions are only founded: in the Wills of Princes, and Piety 
ſupported by the Credulity of the Ignorant Vulgar,and the Obedierce - 
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ſuch ar- :+ {cd to do what they are commanded.She doth boldly aft m 
that it is ouly a Ruſtick Baſhfulneſs , or clfe a Cowardly Fezr, thit hin. 
ders Men and Women trom ſaying or doing any thing when they ore 0:1 
©t the rezch of the Law; and thar what 1s a>horr'd by all the Wor! 2s 
molt Evil, would become good if 1t pleas'd thoſe who have Authority to 
determine fo; and that what is generally embrac'd as naturzily Good bes 
cauſe it agrees with the Common Principles of all Mankind, won!d be- 
come Evil, and ought to be rej<tted as Wicked, if the Laws of Mcn did 
| One whore. ApPOIOt fo. This is that brave , Medenarete with whom © Amtitbeus is in- 
feems Vertne flajtely Inamour'd. 
oY. What * Aſtromantis 5, you may partly gueſs by thoſe wild Notions of 
c one whodi- Fantaſiical Altrology, of which you have heard fomething in the Prince's 
wmerbythe  Diſcourie with Diaporon-His Cuſtoms to tel] ſtrange Stories,and to pre- 
ny tend an extraordinary Ability todo great Mztters by r:aſon of his pecu- 
liar acquaiiirance with the Stars; which he eſteems the Principal Abilicy 
ct a Phyſici:n, and abſolutely neceſſary to ©. that hopes to be ſuccels- 
s One whe ful, © Thaumatnargus is a Jack-pudding to the Mountebavk, and goes a- 
works wouders. Jong in his Company much-what with the fame Grace that the Monky 
doth with the Bears. 1 will not trouble you with any longer Deſcription 
*7he City of Of him, you will quickly hear of himin © Poliſtherion. * Anopheles is an in» 
"16-6 mo timate friend of Aſiromantis : he is wholly taken up with making of Ta- 
table —_ liſmans, z. e. uſeleſs Images Imbols'd or ingraver 1n Stone, Wood or Me- 
tal, under certain Conſtellations, made to repreſent ſome Celeſtial Pla- 
net or ConjunCtion of Stars , that is, bearing the Figure of thoſe living 
Creatures which are deſcrib'd in the Heavens, and eſpecially in the Zo- 
diack, which hath its name from them. Theſe being thus compos'd, as 
he faith, receive a Power from above ; for the Stars being much taken with 
the Reſemblance of their Figures, ſend down potent Influences upon 
thoſe ſmall pieces of Stone, Wood or Metal, which they not only retain . 
themſelves, but are alſo able to impart to other Matters of the ſame Fi- 
gure, as toa piece of Clay or Wax taking an Impreſſion from thew. His 
Taliſmans thus made,do, as he would make us to believeyin a natural and 
conſtant way ſtrange VVonders: as for Example, they drive away Ser- 
pents and Rats from Cities, cure thoſe which are bitten by mad Dogs or 
{tupg by Scorpions, chaſe away hurtful Inſects of the Fields, as Locults 
and Caterpillars, and deliver People from the Peſtilence and all Conta: 
gions of the Air ; nothing of all this depending upon any Converſation 
with Spirits ; which he eſteems Fancies. 

Thus, as he ſays, he hath receiv'd the old Art by which the Jews 
made Teraphims, and the Arabians and Agyptians fram'd Statues 
according to the Rules of Aſtrology and Natural Magick, and has» 
ving ferch'd down the Spirits of the Stars , impriſon'd them in theſe 
Shriaes much after the ſame manner that  P4mors are ſaid to be in- 
cluded in Humane Bodies, by which means their Taliſmans of Braſs and 
Stone do move and ſpeak,and reſolve thoſe Queſtions which are pro- 
pounded to them : I ſuppoſe Roger Bacon's Brazen:head was ſome ſuch 
thiog. By this Art the Brachwans, whom we muſt not think to have 
been Magicians, made Boys of Braſs, which ſerv'd in their Meat, and 
fill'd VVine tothe Table when they entertain'd 4polionius. It may be 
that by a reſemblance of this rare Philoſophy the Laplanders make 1190 
Frogs, which hop upon alittle Drum whoſe Head is fill'd with many 
barbarous Characters drawn with blood, and as they reſt upon diff-rent 
Figures enable thoſe which look upon them to divine concerning Wind 


and VVeather, and dire them concerning Fiſhing and _— 
y 
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Why may not the Laplanders tancy lome of the Fignres iu the Zodiack to 
be Frogs, as ealily as others can fee Fiſhes there > Who knows but the 
Piper of Halberſtade was of this Profefiioo, and had feme Taliſmans in 
his Pocket when he drove the Rats into the River and the Boys into the 
Hill? Thus NeZanabo, a glorious loſtance of this Heavenly Skill, made 
Ships of Wax, no duubt under the Influences of Argo, and then drown'd 
ther, by which means he ſunk thoſe of his Enemies ; as Witches make I- 
mages of wax under ſome Malignant Aſpett, and then prick them with 
Pins or melt them, when they would afflit or deſtroy thoſe perſons which 
are repreſented by them, 

As Experience doth manifeſt the Truth of theſe Effects, ſo he ſays the 
Reaſon is evident from the Nature of Reſemblance, which draws the 
Power of the Stars to Bodies which are imprinted with like Figures to 
themſcIves;Imagining vainly that, becauſe ſume Inavimate things do bear 
the Images of others that have Life, that the Figure doth both form the 
Matter, becauſe Toads are ſometimes found+in the mid(t of a firm ſtone, 
and give it Operation, becauſe Plants are ſometimes Medicinal to that 
Member of Humane Bodies which they reſemble: not conſidering that 
thoſe ſmall particles of Matter which have a Vegetative Power are alſo 
endued with a plaſtick Vertue, by which they form themſelves into thoſe 
Figures which are ſutable to their Natures. So the Seminal Atoms which 
are preſerved in the Aſhes of a Roſe ina Glaſs, are rais'd through the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Fire ioto the colour and figure which the Flower had before 
it wasreduc'd to Powder. He doth not mind alſo that many things which 
are mark'd have no Operation upon thoſe living Creatures to which 
they are like 3 and that where they have, it is God's care of our Good , 
who by theſe external Signatures hath given us notice of the Vertue 
which he hath put into the Nature of things: as by the red Drops which 
are viſible in the Stone call'd Heliotropinm, he hath ſhew's us with what 
we may [top blood, and without which Natural power the Figure which 
he talks of would do no more good, then ſoft Butter will ſtab a man be- 
ing made up into the Figure of a Dagger. But that which he ſays concer- 
ning their deriviog a power from above by the (imilitude which they have 
of ſome Celeſtial Figure, is moſt ridiculous; for who knows not,that hath 
ever look'd upon the face of the Heavens,that the Scorpion in the Zodiak 
is no more like the Scorpion in the Earth then a Catzand that the ſign call'd 
Aries reſembles a Bull as much as a Ram ? And what thiog is ſo different 
from another, but they will be able to reconcile it in their great Fancy, 
who imagine the Seven Stars to be a good picture of a Bear? So a Jewiſh 
Aſtronomer pretendiog to read the Deſtinies of Kingdoms in the poſiti- 
on of the Stars, form'd each Star into ſuch a CharaQter as fitted the Noti- 
ons which he would have expreſs'd by the word which was to be made up 
of them;and another poſſeſs'd with a different Imagination makes other 
Figures of them, and fo ſpells.the ſame Stars into other Syllables, and at 
laſt reads them into a quite contrary ſenſe to the former. 

But * Anopheles ſupplying the Defect of Real ſimilitude with Imagioary, 
is ſo abus'd with this Idle Fancy, that he thinks thoſe men to have but a 
weak Faith & {ma]] Learning,that do not believe that all ſuch asare born 
under the ſign of the Ram will be meek like Sheep, and thoſe which had 
the Lion for their ſign will be valiant. So all that had the 111 luck to be 
born under the Dart of Sagittarius muſt be kill 'd;and all thoſe ſuffer Ship- 
wrack whoſe Nativity was ſo dilpos'd by the Bucket of Aquarizs.He tel!s 
the World that all and only ſuch as receive ivfluence from Virgo io their 

Birth.ſhall have disſhely'd Hair, be Beautiful and Modeſt, and have no 
N 2 Children; 


* 4 rnprof- 
table perſon. 
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Children; giving us leave to infer that no AMthiopiay, nv Mother, no 
W hore, ever had the Virgin io their Horoſcope. 

| ſhuuld have wonder'd that aoy man could found a Belief of ſuch 
ſtrange things upon fo weak Priaciples, but that ! ;emember how this 
vain Reſemblance fancied againſt all ſober Realun ha:h abus d conceited 
people in other Caſes. So Ananias Jerancurins thought he could explain 
the Prophecies of Daniel and St. John by the Figures of two Filkes which 
were tzkenup not very long ſince, one upon the Coalt of Norway, the 
uther of Pomerania ; which he migh: under:ake as rationally, as anuther 
could perſwade himſelf that we arc to reckon juſt fo many years from 
the Death cf our Saviour to the World s Eud. as there are Verſes in Das 
vid's Plalter. Thus ſome have pretended und-r a pleatant Influence trom 
ſome jocund Conſtellation,to frame a piece ot Iron which ſhould make a 
Woman that paſs'd over it to laugh and fingzand have boalſted that from 
a ſad Planet,] ſuppoſe it muſt be Satzre,they will draw ſuch a Melancho: 
! c influence icto a Load-ſtane, that being laid under the bed of a Wo: 
man that is not Chaſte, it will make her talk in her {lzep and confeſs her 
fins, or fall out of her bed, eſpecially if ſhe put oft her left ſhoe before 


her right. | | 
\ [Lover of Tam glad, ſaid * Philalethes continuing his Diſcourte, that thele Fancies 
Truth make you merry; (for Bentivolio and » Amyntor could not forbear laugh- 


2 An Hip. jog) I was afraid you would have been wearied, tor I made my ſtory the 
lopger becauſe Anopheles will not converſe freely with fuch as you are, 
and takesa great pride in concealing the Myſteries of his Admirable Art, 
and will by no means prophane them or expoſe them co Contempt by 
Communication : for he ſuppoſeth they are Curieſ#ies unheard of before 

| his time, and which none knows but himſelf. But lince your patience holds 
©Oxe wh” outſowell, I will alſo give you an accompt of «© Scepticus. He is one of 

- —p— the Buffoons general to this wild Company, and hach accuſtomed him- 
felf ſo long to believe or dis-believe any thipg, that he is now not much - 
unlike thoſe people who , having loſt their Palate by the Maligoity of 
ſome Diſeaſe, are not able co diſtinguiſh the various Reliſhes of good or 
bad Meat, His chief Employment is to make a ſtrange kind of Ballance 
according to ſome Rules which he hath receiv'd from one Pyrrho, and his 
hopes are, that when it is finiſh'd he ſhall by this rare Inſtrument be able 
tobring Truth and Falſhood to an Z#quilibrium. He is afliſted in this De- 

* 4h,bTalker. (1gn by *Hipſagoras and *Antigraphus. He hath lately open'd a new Aca- 

{= Arſe demy, in which he reads weakly Lectures out of three Books which he 
hath written (call'd Labyrinths) concerning the Art of Dis-believing all 
things. In the Firſt he aflerts,” That there isNothiog: Io the Second, that 
though there be ſomethingyyet it is not Comprehenfible by men:In the 3*, 
That though we do underſtand ſome things, yet we cannot explain them 
toothers. He hath two orders of cholarenhol which are ofa lower Rank 
he calls Degres,which are ſuch weak Wits that they doubt concerning 
moſt things which others aſſent to. [pon the other which are of a higher 
Form he hath beſtowed the title of Forts Kſprits, whom by his artifices 
he hath brought to that PerfeRion,that they believe nothing. They are (o 
valiant,that they will talk in defiance of their own Faculties, & are able 
to ſwallow the greateſt ContradiGion as ealily as a He&or can drink a Frog 
in a Glaſs of Wine. They make no queſtion but a Part may be as big 
as the Whole, and that, for any thing we know, Men may be and not be 
at once; or, which is all one to them, they may be dead when they think 

#4 Bigh tal- themſelves alive. Hypſagoras is one of his chief Proſelytes, and ſpeaks 


ker, infinitely ia the praiſe of his Maſter, preferring him before all the Philo- 
ſophers 
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{ophers that ever were inthe World.cxcept Pyrrbo: deſpileth thoſe which 
lay they find in their Souls connate Notions of Truth and Falſhood,and 
a natural ſenſe of Good and Evil; and rejeCts the moſt approv'd and 
general Sentiments of Mankind : ſays, that all Diſcourſe is but the Sen- 
tences of Blind men concerning Colours, and Induſtry is but mens In- 
quiry after they know not whatzand that it is as certain that men have no 
Criterion to diſcern by, as it is a great doubt whether there be any Men 
or no. He will ſwear often (for he accompts Oaths as neceſſary Orna» 
ments of Gentile Speech) that we cannct diſtinguith the brighteſt Day 
from the darkeſt Night, and that no man can tell when he is awake. He 
»ffirms, that if men do but ſpeak boldly and make a noiſe with great 
words, that Non-ſenſe is as good as Senſe, 2nd that 


The Gentle Whale whoſe Feet ſo fell 
Flie o're the Mountains Tops, 


is as good a Poem as any Ode in Horace ; that Ovid's Metamorphoſes is as 
true as Polybizs his Hiſtory, and that Tome Thumb is a Book altogether as 
ulſetul as Plutarch or Seneca, He ſuppoſeth Stones to underſtand as much 
as Men,and that pieces of Wood can ſpeak, but they are ſullen and will 
not. In ſhort, he aſſerts that we ought to believe Nothiog, and that he 
doth not believe himſelf. 

8 Scepticus hath ſeduc'd many young Wits into his Academy, and hath * 0ne wo 
ogratified the Licentiouſneſs to which their Age is but too prone with ſuch — on 
pleaſing Principles,that he hath made himſelf an abſolute Maſter of their 
Souls, and they have ſworn unreſerv'd Obedience to his Orders. 

I remember,a Gentleman riding with him upon the Rode,and hearing 

him often ſay that we are ſure of Nothing, told him that his words did in- 
clude a ContradiQion ; for if we know that we know nothing, we are 
ſure that we are Ignorant. This Argument doth not prove what you de- 
ſire, replied * Hyp/agoras, for it is but like a purging Potion, which ex- « wy ra. 
pelling many Humours doth withall carry away it ſelf. I rather thiok, &: | 
ſaid the Gentlemao, that it isa Counter-poiſon, which freeing the Soul 
fromthe dangerous InfeQtion of an irrational Incredulity, reſtores the 
Mind as it works to ſo much health, that it is able to conclude that it 
knows at leaſt its own Ignorance, and ſo makes an Antidote of Venome : 
The Argument proviog it ſelf by this means of as good Effect tothe 
Soul as our Bodies find of Phyſick, which when it is purg'd away leaves 
us io a more healthful condition. But there are better Arguments agaioſt 
brutiſh Unbelief, and I ſhould wonder what hinders their operation in 
you, ſaid the Gentleman continuing his Diſcourſe z but that i know 
your Sect is extremely diſtemper'd with a ſtrong Connexion of Ig- 
norance and Pride, which is manifeſt, beſides divers other things , 
in this, that you would have us believe you that we ought not to be- 
lieve none. 

Diſcreet Perſons have lefc off to diſpute withi Scepticus and his Diſciples, * 9 whe 
knowing that it isto no purpoſe to talk to ſuch as obſtinately deny the _ = 
molt evident things in the World, Some years fince we wondred ata 
ſtrange ſtory which was told us of a Village in Africk,, whoſe inhabitants 
were all (aid to be petrefied ; but now I thiok it is 00 ſuch great matter , 
lince I have feen men in our own Country transform'd fo far into a dege- * 9 whe | 
nerous Nature,that they are mortified to common fenſc. I will tell you a _—_— 
Trick which was lately put upon * 1oſthemes,one of Scepticn: his Admiters, is probabiliey. 
at a Gentlemans Houſe whole name is! Antifthenes, by a witty Youth who 9% % 


, p ſeth Iſofthe- 
waned wes, 
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waited atths Table where he was at Dinner. The Youth h2d heard him 

ta!k as he thought very abſurdly, That our Knowledge 1s fo impertect, 

that we are not aſſured of any thivg 3 and reſolving to venture a beating 

by makiog a waggiſh trial whether Iofthenes did belicve what he faid,or 

ſpoke only ina way of proud contradiction to the lene uf all the World, 

he procur'd two of his Fellow ſervants to affilt him in his D-fign, His 
Device was this; When 1ithewes call d for Wine, he gave him a Glaſs of 
Vinegar ; which when 7oftbenes had tafted, What, faith he) doſt thou 

abuſe me, Boy ? I ask'd for Wine. And I gave you Wine, ſaith the Youth, 

No, replied 1/oſthenes, this is Vinegar. Do nt believe that, Sir, ſaid the 

Youth, it is Wane. It is ſo, ſaid his Aſſociates, for we ſaw him fill it. Ha / 

ſaid 1ſoſtheres with a paſſionate Air,(hall I not believe my ſelf ? The ſmell 

is not that of Wine, the colour is very different, and the taſte quite con- 

trary. Sir, replyed the Youth, our Sences deceive us; for any thing that 

1 know, Vinzgar and Wine are the ſame, I have no f:culty by which I 

can diſtinguiſh one from the other. 1 beſcech you be not diſpleas'd with 

we, for it is my unhappineſs thacl do not know any fign by which I may 

be afſur'd what Liquor is Wioe, what is not, or whether there be any 

Wine or other Liquor in the VVorld. ſoſthezes was not a little angry; for 

he ſaw himſelf abus'd, and was the more vex'd becauſe the Company 
laugh'd at him; for whilſt the Youth defended himſelf by diſputing a- 

gainſt him with his own Arguments, they were much pleas'd to ſee how 
cunningly he had inſnar'd him, and made him endure the praftice of his 

own Rules. But Antiithenes, to appeaſe the wrath of Toſthenes,prudent- 

ly told him that it was below him to be angry at a ſaucy Boy, and order'd 

the youth to be carrie] forth and, beaten for his Preſumption ; though in 

his Mind he approv'd his fault, knowing that befides theſe which his ſer- 

vant had us'd, there are no other means to reduce ſuch obſtinate Diſſem- 

blers to their Right Mind, except — Coals or good Cudgels, This 
Iſofthenes, amongſt his other Fooleries, uſed to diſpute againſt Motion, 

and pleas'd himſelf with this trifliog Sophiſm to make good his Opinion 3 

if any thiog be in Motion, it muſt be moved either inthe place where it is, 

or where it is not, It is not moved in the place where ir is, for there ir 

reſts : And it cannot move inthe place where it is not, for how can any 

thing a in the place where it is not ? It happen'd as he rode one day out 

of the City he fell from his Horſe, and having put his Shoulder out of 

joynt, he was forced to betake himſelf to Sotericus, a noble Chirurgi- 

on, and to defire his help. Sotericus having heard of his Humour, re- 

* 8%: who en- ſoly'd to make himſelf ſeme ſport with * Iſoſthenes, and told him that 
= og his Shoulder was in the right place, and that it was impoſlible for his or 
babilayof  anyother mans to be diſlocated; alledging that no bone could be put 
+.#/ſebood with ut of joynt but by moving out of the place in which it was,or in which 
n it was not; neither of which are poſſible, 7/oſthenes ſeeing himſelt jeer'd, 
pray'd Sotericxs to uſe no Arguments in that point with one that wasnes- 
ccſſitated to dis:believe ther by the great Pain which he felt, and alſo a 
diſability to uſe his Arm. Very well, replied Sotericns, fince you are 
convinc'd of your Folly in arguing againſt Motion by the diſ]ocation of 


+19" 9 a Bone, I will confirm you in your right Mind by puttiog it into its 


b 4# Athei, Place again. 
© 4» Autiſcri- I have nowgproceeded *Philalethes,given you the CharaQters of all , 4#- 


—_— titheus his Companions,except © Antigraphus,and I muſt not omit him;for 


*One wh 

doubts all as he joyns with * Scepticus and © Hypſagoras in decrying the Condutt of 
ry 1. Natural Reaſon,ſo he hath a particular delight in vilifying the Aſſurances .. 
her: of divine revelation. His common Sport is to jcer at Religion,and he thinks 


they 


—_— _ 
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they have but a fooliſh Wit who ſ{:ruple ro make a Jeſt of any thing. He 
lays that Protagoras was but a Cowardly Fellow,b: cauſe he did not write 
more pelitively,and reviles the Athenians for burning his Books, only he 
{zysthey did ſomething explate their Crime by giving Hemlock to that 
troubleſome Moraliſt Socrates, He is deputed by Antithens toquarrel with 
all Books which contradict the Opicions and Practices of his SeCt,efſpeci- 
ally ro diſparage the Authority of the Holy Goſpel : which he endea- 
vours ſometimes by taking occaſion, where none is given, to blame the 
Matter; ſometimes he diſlikes the Style, ſometimes he falls foul upon the 
Author, ſometimes reviles his Scribes;z ſometimes he pretends an incon- 
oruity in the Hiſtorical Narratio:is ; at other times he vilifes the Ratio- 
nal ſenſe : Being unable to diſtinguiſh berween ſeeming Ditferences and 
real Contradictions, or to explain things which are obicurely expreſs'd, 
he puts the diſhonour of his own ImperteCtions upon others,and accuſeth 
the Holy Writers ſometimes ot Falſhood,alwayes of Ignorance. Some: 
times he quotes the perſonal Iofirmities of fome Writers which they have 
confeſs'd; and makes, what he had never known bur that they told him, 
Objectioi:s againſt theic Bu-ks;exprefiing Malice where they have ſhewn 
Iogenuity : for it was not Imprudence bur Humility in them to acknow- 
l:dge their own Weakneſſes, whoſe Delign was not to do Honour to 
themſelves, but to ſerve their Great Maſter ; and made it impoſlible for 
generous perſons to think that they would lie in his behalf, when they 
ſpoke true againſt their own Intereſt, 

Sometimes he abuſeth that Holy Book by taking ſingle Words and 
pieces of Sentences out of ſeveral places, and putting them together,as 
if he were making a Cento Biblicus : by this means forcing them to ex- 
preſs a Ridiculous ſenſe, which thoſe Divine Leaves abhor, and endea- 
vouring to make others think that they favour abſurd things, though 
whoſoever turns them over knows that if they mention them in one 
place , they condemn them in twenty. But ſuch Unworthineſs doth 
become one that hath taken ſome of the Fragments of Cel/us, the worſt 
teaves in Lucian, and having bound them together with ſome of the moſt 
putrid pieces of Varninus, Arctine and Rablais hath made them his 
Bible. 

In the height of his Impudence he forgeth blaſphemous Cavils againſt 
the Unſpotted Innocence, the Perfet Goodneſs 3nd Unparall'd Pru- 
dence of the Great Prince AnaxanaFon, and aiperſeth his Diſcipline as 
a thiog founded in Ignorance, and which expoſeth thoſe which enter- 
tain it to ſcorn and injury ;z wilfully neglecting to ſee that which is viſt- 


ble to all that can read, that as * AnaxanaGon was the Mirrour of ab- * 7% King of 


ſolute Perfettion in his own Example, ſo his Goſpel is full of wiſe Coun» £2%0ur Lord 
and Saviour. 


ſels and prudent Rules ; that it is adorn'd with the nobleſt Explications 
of Vertue, and doth ſo much tend to the Melioration of the World,that 
no Method was before diſcover'd which io any reſpect could be equall'd 
with itz and hath ſo fully ſpoken to all important Caſes, that nothing can 
be added to make it more complete or uſeful ; and hath its Credibility 
ſo {ſtrongly ſupported, that no other Book can come into Competition, 
nor any Caviller be ſuccefsfully Malicious, Its Divine Authority being 
firſt ſignified by Prophecy and Miracles, and the Truth of what is ſaid in 
Honour of it confirm'd by Univerſal Tradition. 


One thiog | ſhould wonder at, but that I can admire nothing which * An: * 4nti-ſcriptes 
tigraphus {2ys.ſfince I know what he is, which is,that he ſhould prevail with ''** 


himſelf co zfficm, as he doth in one of his ſcurrilous Books , That the 
Founders of Criſtian Religion Lad never cſtabliſh'd their DuQrines, but 
thit 
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chat among other Devices they burnt the Books of the Heathen Poets 
and Hiſtorians, and deftroy'd the Memorials of the Gentile Theology, 
Here the Atheiſt was ſo uplearned that he had never read, or fo malici- 
ous that he would not remember,that the ancieat Patrons of Chriſtianity 
were Perſons accompliſh'd with all Humane Literature, and both made 
uſe ofthe Heathen Books as very fit Inſtruments to overthrow their Ido- 
latrousOpinions and Worſhip,and reſented it as a great Oppreſſion when 
the Doors of thoſe Schools where ſuch Books were taught were ſhut a- 
gainſt their Children; and were io far from endeavouring to deſtroy a+ 
ny Regiſters of Antiquity,that one of the moſt learn'd ofall the Heathen 
Emperours us'd all poſſible means tobe made Maſter of the Library of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop afcer his death, knowing it was well furniſh'd with ſuch 
3s he eſteem'd Excellent Authors : and that thoſe Fathers ofthe Chriſti- 
anChurch recorded nothing falſe in their own Hiſtoriesgis manifeſt, in that 
they appeal'd from them in their Apologies to the Annals of their 
Enemies. 

But this Impoſtor not much caring. what he ſaid, having falſly accus'd 
the Chriſtians of uvhandſome practices, would alleviate it by ſaying,that 
the Heathens deſerv'd to be fo us'd becauſe the Profeſlours of Gentiliſm 
had praftic'd the ſame Arts againſt the Se which went before it. Perver- 
ſly imaginiog (for he never had any Evidence for his bold Afſertion, but 
good Records of the contrary,) That it could not be otherwiſe, ſince, as 
he ſuppos'd,the S:&s muſt needs change often in long Periods of time; 
and thoſe he fancied as long as he pleas'd ; and thought he had abun- 
dantly proved what he ſaid by a quotation of a later Date, i.e. That Chri- 
ſtianiſm hath deſtroy'd Judaiſmzand the Religion of theTurks hath over. 
thrown Chriſtianity, Which argument is only a ſtory guilty of manifeſt 
Falſhood : for Chriſtianity did only reform Judaiſm, which confeſs'd it 
ſelf to be but a Temporary Mode of Worſhip,aud by reaſon of many Im- 
perfeCtions capable of being improv'd ; and that Turciſm hath vanquiſh'd 
Chriſtianity is no more true, then that the Turk is Maſter of all Chriſten- 
dom. | 

Heregſaid * Phi/alethes,l have good reaſon to make an end of ſpeaking, 
for I have croubled you with too prolix Deſcriptions of Unworthy Pers 
ſons. Bentivolzo and Amyntor, feplible of their engagement to Philalethes, 
gave him thapks, and being much amz2z'd at his Report,thought that this 
Country, if avy in the World, deſerv'd to be call'd f Theriagere ; but by 
the Prudence and Civility which they ſaw in Phzlalethes, they perceived 
that the Apoſtacy was not General, and upon his invitation ſtay'd at his 
Houſe a few days, both to relieve the Solitude of ſuch an Excellent Per- 
ſon with their Converſation, and to enjoy that Felicity in his Company 
which they expected not in any other part of Theriagene. But the Sympa- 
thy which they had with the afflicted ſtate of the moſt Princely Alethion, 
and the Miſery which the better part of his Kingdom ſuffered with him, 
made Bentivolio reſolve to depart towards Poliſtherion, both to ſatisfie 
himſelf as to the extents ofa ſtrapge Calamity,and to inform himſelf whe: 
ther there were yet any Poſſibilities of Deliverance. He thought he might 
undertake this with leſs ſuſpicion, fince he travel'd through the Country 
as a meer Stranger: and leſt he ſhould make himſelf a more unfit Inſtru- 
ment to put his purpoſes in Execution, he took a more ſpeedy leave of 
* Philalethes,and with his faithful Companion || A4myntor begun his Jour- 
ney towards + Poliftherion, deſiring to know the Perſons whom he had 
already ſeen in PiCture,and to view the Country it ſelf of which Philale- 
thes had given him ſuch an exaGt Landskip. 

The End of the Fifth Book, THE 


INTH BOOK: 
"ELENCHUS. == 


tains the Re- 


roach o 
. HE ſecond day after King,* ilethron and his Companions | jr gon 


_ -: departed from * Miſopſeraes his Houſe,they arr ved Up>- the DemonFr x. 
2 on the Borders of © Theoprepia, They were fore'd to as. / aw ”_ 
lodge one Night ina Deſert peopled only with wild Tubs. 
Bealts,and to-guard themſclves againſt their harmfulAp- he rag of 
proches by encompaſſing themſelves with Fires. This » A Hater of 
Fra Wilderneſs was made horrid upon one fide with the F={ſbeod. 
mu dark ſhadesof 01d Trees, and on the other with vaſt $77 2 
Precipices,and the Noiſe of a Roaring Sea whichdoth perpetually beatup- 
on the Rocks with mighty Waves. Here they reltev'd themſelves with Meat 
and Wine which they carried with them.The next day about noon they came 
ro the famous Cave 4 Phylace,fituate not far from the Sea-ſide. Alethion having a , Priſon, 
heard ſtrange things related concerning it,did much deſire to ſee if the Truth 4 Deſcription 
was anſwerable tothe Report. The Mouth of this Den open'd intoa paſſage ſo x/ apt or at 
full of Horror and Darkneſs, that they durſt not reſolve preſently to make an m the other 
entrance into it. Whilſt they remain'd in Doubt,an old man who got a ſivall _ » repre - 
living by guiding Strangers through the Meanders of that Vault, came to- hevical oy 
ward them with a Dark Lantern and ſome Torches, offering them his Afſſi- prefons,which 
ſtance ;and having lighted his Tapers,and diſtributed to them according to vn E 
. the Number of thoſe who were to go in,he led them the way: They follow'd $criprures. 
being encourag'd by the boldneſs of their Guide ; - and he was not afraid, 
having made the Danger familiar by Cuſtom. The Paſſages were rough, and 
niuch like to thoſe broken Stairs which are uſually ſeen in the ruinous Walls 
of an old Caſtle. When they had gone about a hundred paces, ſometimes 
climbingupward, ſometimes creeping downward,and often winding abour; 
they came to a place, which had the Refemblance of a large Hall and ſcem'd 
to be hollow'd out of the Rock, whoſe Roof was ſupported with Natural 
Arches and Pillars. Through this they came to another Room which had 
the faſhion of an 01d Chappel : upon the ſides of it they ſaw many Images 
of living Creatures rudely emboſs'd, and in the middle ſome hung down 
being faſtned to the Roof ; which whether they were of moiſt Earth petre- 
fied or Water congeal'd to Stone , they were an Ornament not. unſutable 
tn 
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to the Place. The Horror of this dark Solitude was much encreas'd by the 
murmuring Noiſe of a River, whoſe Stream paſſing under many hollow Ca- 
verns through ſtreight places where it was pent up by too narrow a Chan- 
ne!, wade a ſound not altogether unlike to grones : The water, as far as they 
could diſcern by their Torch-light, was of the ſame colour with Iron. A- 
lethion and his friends were ſtruck with no ſinall Admiration at this ſtrange 
Gght; and whilſt every one was conjeauringat the Deſign of this Diſcon- 
ſolate Manſion, I think, ſaid Alethion, that it hath been an under-ground 
Temple conſecrated ro Me!ancholy, or ſome Hermitage where Deſpair hath 
us'd to dwell, orelſe a dark Priſon where guilty Souls have been ſhut up 
and made to endure a kind of Hell, You would more confidently pronounce 
what you ſay, replied the Old man who was their Guide, if you knew what 
I have ſeen in a remote corner of this Vault. What have you obſerv'd ? 
ſaid Alethion. Things ſo extraordinary, ſaid the Guide, that I am afraid 
you will hardly give credit to the report when I tell you.Poſſibly,anſwer'd 
the King, you way bring us to the place, and then our Eyes will take away 
our Unbelief. No, replied the Old man; if I could, 1 durſt not : for [1 
was ſoundly beaten for my boldneſs,and charg'd no more to diſturb the pri- 
vacy of the Myſteries which were perform'd in that Place : but as one who 
not long ſince would needs venture the ſame way told me, a great part of a 
Rock is fallen down, and hath ſtopt the Paſſage which led to that Dungeon, 
by which means for ſome years none have been able to ſee or hear any thing. 
Then let us underſtand what we may by your relation, ſaid the King. I 
ſhall obey your Command in that , ſaid the Old man , and proceeded af- 
ter this manner. As I often came into this place to condud thoſe who 
deſired to ſee it, ſoI went ſometimes alone into the innermoſt Hollowneſ's 
of the Vault, to ſatisfie my own Curioſity : and comming one day by a 
troubleſome Deſcent to a.-low Grate, I ſaw by.the light of a ſmall Lamp a 
Spectacle ſo miſerable, that I can never think upon it without Dread: and 
as your Eyes tell you that I am but.coo oP an Image of one that hath been 
affrighted, ſo by my diſcourſe you will underſtand the reaſon of my wan 
looks. Through Iron Bars which denied all other entrance but of mine Eys, 
I beheld ſuch ObjeRs as-I never deſire to ſee again ; Menand Women whoſe 
Fleſh was ſo waſted and their Skin ſo diſcoloured, that their Bodies ſeem'd 


to be only dry Bones inclos'd inblack Sack-cloth. Their Eyes were ſunk in- 


to their Heads, and ſtared wildly ; their Faces were pale like thoſe which 


are macerated with want of Meat ; ſome with their Teeth tore from their 


Arms thoſe ſmall parcels of Fleſh which were yet remaining upon them : 
and they perform'd this after ſuch a deſperate manner, that it was manifeſt 
they endeavour'd rather to expreſs a Rage then to ſatisfie Hunger. Some 
lay upon the Dirty ground tied back to back, others were chain'd to Poſts 
with heavy Fetters; ſome were ſtretched upon painful Racks, and others 
laid upon hot Gridirons : Some made we weep to hear their Sighs ; All 
forc'd me to Sigh to ſee their Tears. I turn'd my Eye no where but I ſaw 
freſh occaſions to excite an unſpeakable Compaſſion. Some ran up and 
down diſtracted , and talk'd of Honour ; Some ſtruck their Heads againſt 
the fides of the Rock,and curs'd their Riches; ſome had Books of Accompts 
recitedand deliver'd to them, which they threw away with a thouſand Ex- 
preſſions of Deſpair and Wrath.Some ſate upon the ground with their Arms 
a-croſs, and ſeem*d to be infinitely amaz'd when they were told what pains 
they had taken to bring themſelves to this Miſery ; and others, who were 


near them, tore wider the Wounds which bled already,by reproaching them 
as 
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*; Cauſes of their unhappineſs too. In other places I ſaw ſome hang down 
their Heads and Curſe their mad: Obſtinacy, and after a how! ing manner 
ſay, What ? Could nothing bur Hell make us believe that there is a God ? 
Are theſe intolerable pains the Price of our Sins ? Lord ! at how dear a rate 
have we boughta little pleaſure? Did thoſe who yer ſee the Light of the 
Sun but know to what a filthy Dungeon we are confin'd,they would no long- 
er live in a Voluptuous careleſneſs, trifling away their Time, as we did ; 
nor think any thing too great to do, or too hard to ſuffer, to ſecure them- 
ſelves from falling into this Infernal Pit , where old Mother Night, Origji- 
na! Darkneſs, Darkneſs that may be felt, dwel's. Sure it was our of this 
Magazine of curſed Shades rhat the Aﬀfiiting Angel borrow'd that Pitchy 
Mitt which blindedand fetter'd the Egypriars, and here in this Store-houſe 
of Plagues he repos'd it again to our unſpeakable Torment. Ts there no 
Hope for the Damned ? Did thoſe who diſpute ſo eagerly concerning the 
Duration of our Miſeries feel what we ſuffer, they would think every Day 
a Year, a Year an Age, an Age Eternity. O Annihilation? how deſirable 
art thou to ſuch as are oppres'd with a being unſufferably tormented ? We 
have heard ſome ſay,that they had rather be any thing then Nothing : A ſhore 
ſtay in this p|ace would make them change their Opinion. Would to God 
we had never been, or could yet ceaſe to be. - But we wiſh Impoſſtbilities, 
being condemn'd to live an Immortal Death. 

I will trouble you no further, ſaid the good Old man, witha Repetition of 
ca/amitous Words ; only before you return I will ſhew you the outermoſt 
Paſſage which led towards that Mournful place.It is barr'd up,as I told you 
upon the Inſide with the ruins of a Rock. Whilſt they were viewing the 
our-lide of it, Alethion ſpied an Inſcription over the Door, and cauſing his 
Atrendanceto advance their Lights, heread theſe following Verſes, 


"This is the Priſon of Apoſtate Souls, 
Within this Iron-Grate V, engeance controuls 
The Pride of Rebels, fetter'd in ſuch Chains 
As Fuſtice makes by linking Sins to Pains. 
Accompts are juſted Here : Bold Debtors now 
Are forc'd to pay, and ſay, 'Tis what they owe. 
Here God's at laſt acknowledg'd, and Men ſec 
That Sin t ; eg. Hell a Verity. 
Here late Repentance dwells. Here Hopeleſs Spirits 
Hate their own Being loaden with their e Merits. 
Wl bere a tormenting Darkneſs clearly ſhows 
What God will do when Patience Fury grows. 


* Alethion and his Companions havingentertain'd themſelves a while with * A Lover of 


the Contemplation of this ſtrange Houſe built by Nature under ground, re- 


Truth, 
b 4 receptacle 


curn'd co the Lightſome Air;and deſigning nothing now but to ſee Theoprepia, for ranges 
) 


he made ſuch a good progreſs in his Journey, that about the time when the 


© Brother 


Sun went down he came to * Xenodochinm, the chief City of * Philadelphia. *** 


The Governour having undeſtood that ſome were cometo Town, who by 
their garb and deportment appear'd to be no ordinary Perſons, ſent two 
Gentlemen, according to their Cuſtom, to offer what Accommodation could 
be had in Nenodochium. Alethien's preſent condition forc'd him to fttand in 
need of their Courtefie, and the Nobleneſs of his Soul taught him to accept 
it with ſuchan excellent Grace, that they found themſelves requited where 

O 2 they 
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they endeavour'd to oblige. They brought him and his Cowpany to the 
Governours Houſe, who, though he had been us'd to Converſation with 
geacrous Perſons, was ſomething ſurpriz'd with the Preſence of theſe Guelts, 
eſpecially of Alerhion ; but hiving quickly ſetled himſelf, he made the Rea- 
ſons of his Wonder Motives toa more exaG obſervation of ſuch Rules as the 
preſent Accident made neceſſary to be pracis'd. He brought the Prince in- 
to Lodgings which were nobly furniſhed,and preſented all ſupplies after ſo 
handſome a faſhion, that A/ethion could not but judge the * Philadelphians, 
the moſt civil people in the World. And when he perceived by the excel- 
lent diſcourſe of thoſe Gentlemen who attended him , from how great a 
knowledpe their Courteſie did proceed, he had no way to relieve his adini- 
ration, but by ſuppoſing that the Philadelphians were priviledged with an 
extraordinary temper of Soul, and by calling to mind , that they 'were go- 
verned according to moſt excellent Rules by the beſt of Princes. Which 
made him think to what a rais'd hight of Goodneſs brave Kings way elevate 
their Subjects by making themſelves great Examples : And how ſevere a 
Sentence they way juſtly exped from God, when he ſhall call them to ac- 
count for teaching their peop!e to degenerate into a low nature by their 
own ignoble Actions. And he was apt to determine in his thoughts, That the 
chief hope of the emendatjon of humane nature , which all good men pray 
for, doth much depend upon God's beſtowing vaſt meaſures of a divine ſpi- 
rit upon Princes. | 

Though Alethion had given order to his Servants to conceal his name, and 
to allow no other notice of his quality or companions, but that they were 
ſtrangers, who travelling to ſee the World, deſired before their return home 
to viſit Theoprepia; yet his attempt to conceal himſelf proved ineffectual: For 
the glory of great Souls, not capable of being hid behind the thin veil of this 
fleſh,breaks through their bodies with Tlluſtrious Rays,and commands Ho- 
nour ſuitable to their Worth.Thus the Philadelphians were aſſured that they 
had the happineſs to entertain one of the þraveſt perſons in the World , 
though they knew not that he was call'd Alethion. The Goyernour was but 
young,and had either not been inthe Wars of + Theromachia,where Alethion 
did nobly aſſiſt * Theoſebins; or elſe had forgotten the feature of his face,and 
other Charaders of his perſon, But the Prince , thinking it a neceſſary 
piece of juſt Civility to let him know whom he had obliged, toid him his 
Name. Alethion reſolving to ſtay here one day, both to ſee the City, and 
to return his acknowledgments to the Philade/phiars, ſent one of his Gentle- 
men to Theoſebixs, to give notice of his arrival in Theoprepis ; and to ſigni- 
fie, that he would wait upon him at his Court, when he ſhould pleaſe to 
give him leave. This Meſſenger carried news ſo unexpectedly good, that 
it was above the faith of thoſe who heard it. The King would have pu- 
niſhed him as an Impoſtor, if he had not produc'd a Letter written by 
a Alethion, whoſe hand he very well knew. * Theoſebius immediately com- 
municated this news to « Phronefiaand * Jgape, who were at that time toge- 
ther lamenting the unfortunate death of 4/ethz;on, of which they had heard 
two dayes before. This contrary report brought ſo ſudden an alteration 
upon their Paſſions, that had not Incredulity ſtopt the working of their ſpi- 
rits for a while, and wade this croſs motion more gentle, it had wrought 
ſome ſuch dangerous effe& upon their hea]th, eſpecially in Agape, as fro- 
zen people find when they are haſtily remaved out of cold ſnow toan hot 
fire. But whenthey were nat only afſured that Alethion was alive by read- 


ing his Letter, but underſtood alſoat how ſinall a diſtance he was abſent 
from 
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from them, they could not but permit themſelves toa plealing Trantport of 
Aﬀeciion, and ante-dated the joys of his Preſence with the contentment 
which they took in the knowledge of his Safety , and revenged themſelves 
upon their Grief by increaſing the ſweetneſs of their preſent ſatisfaction with 
the remembrance of their former tears. 

Theoſebins ſent preſently for * Lyſazder, the Genera] of his Army, and 
having acquainted him that the Prince of * Theriapene was arrived at © Phi- 
lodelplia, he commanded him to go thither immediateiy ; and taking his 
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Coach and Life-Guard to condudt him with all careand honour to Phrozneſpa. c Brotherly 
Alethion having received this noble invitation by Lyſanaer, roſe up early Love- 
thenext morning, and þefore it was twelve of the clock cawe to * Kepa- « The Kings 
zaitus, one of the King's Houſes, which was within a league of Phrozeſia, Garden: 
where © Theoſebins intended to dine with the Prince of Theriagene. When © 4 Worſhipper 


Alethion was now about a quarter of a mile from Kepanactns, Lyſander's © 


Lieutenant retiring from the head of his Troop,came ro the Coach-tide,and 
acquainted his General, that Theoſebius at a very ſinall diſtance was upon 
his march towards them, A/ethion, impatient of any further delay, ſtept 
out of the Coach, and went ſpedily to'the firſt rank of the Guard ; where 
 Theoſebius ſeeing him attended by Lyſander and his own Servants, alighted 
from his horſe, haſtning to- imbrace one who hath already opened his arms 
for him, and as ſoon as he could obtaina Power to 1peak from the vehewen- 
cy of his Paſſions, ſaluted him in theſe Words. Moſt Dear Prince, the 
Joys which the ſight of you produce in my Soul are ſo great, that I am not 
able to let you know them, they are too big for words. That delightful 
original from whence they are derived,is ſuch an unexpecied Felicity, that 
I can ſcarce think you here, though I ſee you. Mott excellent Prince, repli- 
ed Alethion, I alwaies made my ſelf believe that I had lodged you in the 
beſt p'ace of my Soul; and I have now received an infallible proof that I 
was not miſtaken, ſimce in your own name you have expreſt the thoughts 
which I formed there. Although I know I can never equal your noble love 
with worthy Aﬀedtion, yet I am ſure wy joy exceeds all that was ever pro- 
duced by the encounter of any other friends, But is it you, Alethion ? ſaid 
Theoſebins interrupting him : My Deareſt Brother, is it you ? And are you 
come from the grave to revive thoſe who were ready to die of grief for your 
Death ? You might very truly think that I was not alive, replied Alerbios ; 
for I eſteem'd it a crue| death to be ſo long ſeparated from you, my Deareſt 
Theoſebias : And now I am reſtor'd to life, now I live, whillt I ſee my ſelf 
ſo near to the King of Thegprepia, We can never be to near, ſaid Thes- 
ſebizs, and then renewed his jmbraces ; which Alethion receiv'd, and nude 
reciprocal with ſuch palſionate endearments, that all the Company fixt in a 
delightful amazement, were forc'd to ſhed tears in ſywpathy with ſuch a 
moving ſight. | 

While the Princes were thus lockt in each others arms, the Queens 
Coach came up, and * Phrozeſia with the young Princeſs, perceiving that 
g Theoſebius had made a ſtop, alighted to come towards them ; which put 


b Alethion jnto new raptures of joy : For Theoſebiws took him by the left 
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hand,and preſenting him to to the Queen and * Agape, ſaid, Dear Mother and xa. 


Siſter, receive the beſt of Princes, and our deareſt Friend, A/ethion. It 
13 poſſible to imagine ſomething of thoſe Paſſions which were rais'd by this 
ſecond encounter :. But all that I amable to relate would te fo far ſhort of 
that which was then experimented, that I think I can do them right only by 
Si'ence, Who canexpreſs the Ecſtatical joys which poſſeſſed the mind of 

Phroneſis 
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Phroneſis, when ſhe now receiv'da Prince from death, who ſaved her Son's 
life? How could ſhe love him too much , who thought he did never love 
Theoſebius enough ? Agape could not but be tranſported more then the reſt, 
becauſe ſhe ſeem'd to her ſelf ro have the greateſt ſhare in this happineſs, 
How welcome this confirmation of Alethror's life was to that fair Princeſs, 
none but ſhe her felf can tell, who had lamented his ſtppofed death with ſo 
many tears, that never was any real death deplor'd with more. Though 
her modeſty would not give leave that ſhe fhould makethe deep ſenſe of her 
foul publick, yet ſhe forc'd her ſelf ro make thoſe ſignitications of aflecti- 
on which Alethioz took for more then ordinary good will : And as he was 
beſt able to wake a judgment of ſuch indications, ſo ſhe the more confident- 
ly allowed her ſelf rogive them, becauſe ſhe was afſured of their appro- 
bation to whom ſhe was accountable for her carriage. 

The true Friends of both the Princes could not but take their parts in this 
ſolemn Joy, which flow'd from the happineſs of thoſe who were dearer to 
them then themſelves: And the felicity which attended this accident was 
ſo general, that no by-ſtander thought himſelf unconcern'd in it. As ma- 
ny little Rivulets fill'd with a land-floud , and meeting in ſome wider cha- 
nel, ſwell the waters which they find there into ſo great a River, that they 
overflow their uſual bounds, and uniting thoſe little rills with themſelves, 
earry them all along in one mighty ſtream: So the particular joys which ſect- 
zed upon all that beheld this glorious fight, joyn'd themſelves intorone vaſt 
body of unſpeakable Conrentment, in which every one found his private 
ſatisfacttons doubled by union with thoſe of others. The Princes would 

a Prudence, have continued Tonger in this pleaſing entercourſe, but that * Phroneſia, con- 
b 4 Lover of ſidering how far * Alethion had travell'd, defir'd, © Theoſebins to break it off 
© A Warſhigper till chey came into the Houfe ; where having perform'd the Civilicy which 
of Gad. was due to the Prince, they might afterwards re-afſume their delightful 
converſation. When they had dined, they diverted themfelves in the Gar= 
dens which belonged to that pleaſant houſe foran hour or two.Theoſebius de- 
firing to return into the City before it was dark, placed Alethion with the 
Queen and the Princeſs in his own Coach , which being open on all ſides 
did not withho'd their ſight from the greedy eyes of the People, through 
whoſe cheerful Acclamations,ecchoing to the louder noiſe of the great Guns, 
they paſſed all the way till they came to the Royal Palace. ; 
a 73 tity of In the mean while Bentivolioand his Fellow-Travellers arrived at 4 Pol;- 
Beaſts. ſtherion. Having ſtay'd there one day he enquir'd of his Hoſt concerning the 
- _ of Way ©t0 Sigalium,a place not far from the City where * Ewgenizs,a friend to 
+ noble difpe = Philalethes, and one who was worthy of the beſt Friendſhip, had a pleaſant 
ſfrion, Retirement ; and where by Silence and a ſeeming Unconcernednefs in the 
preſent Afairs,he obtain'd a ProteQion from theObſervation of his Enemies. 
Bentivolio and Amyntor made a Viſit to him, both that they might know that 
200d Gentleman, and by his means inform themſelves more fully concern- 
ing thoſethings which were requiſite to their preſent condition. They to'd 
him, that as Strangers travelling through the Country, they could not but 
defire to ſee the moſt conſiderable Places,and to enjoy Converſewith worthy 
perſons ; but that they came to him upon the friendly recommendation of 
Philalethes,who,amongſt thoſe many civilities which they had receiv'd from 
him,had given them, as one of the greateſt of them, fuch a notice of Exgcnimne 
as had made 'em bold to put him to this trouble. Eugenims,whoſe Temper 
was to be civil to all, but very obliging where he ſaw great reaſons of en- _ 


dearment, ſoon perceiving that they were no ordinary perſons , gave them 
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2 moſt affectionate Welcom , and delired them to make his Houſe their 
own whilſt they ſhould have occaſion to ſtay in thoſe parts of the Country. 
Bentivolio refus'd that offer, alledging that he could not accept this great 
Favour without a prejudice to them both ; it being impoſſible that * Azti- 
theus ſhould be long ignorant of their arrival in his Country, or that he 
ſhould not ſuſpe& ſome Deſign in his entercourſe with Engentas, if he did 
not firſt make known to him ſuch reaſons of his comming to + Poliſtherion as 
might prevent thoſe Jealous Apprehenſions which are naturally apt to poſ- 
ſeſs the Minds of Uſurpers: and therefore he requeſted Exgezins at preſent 
only to aſſiſt him with his advice,and to dire him how he might ſeaſonably 
appear in Poliſtherion, and diſcover himſelf to Antithens with ſome fair Ad- 
vantage. Sir, ſaid Exgenins, to morrow Antitheus makes a great Feaſt for 
his Courtiers,and inthe Afternoon,to divert the Poliſtherians from the Con- 
templation of the late unpleaſing Accidents, he hath appointed ſome young 
Gentlemen upon Horſe-back to run at a Ring, and hath given leave thar 
whoſoever pleaſeth may be admitted Competitors ; and hath dec'ar'd that 
he who firſt carries the Ring three times, ſhall receive for a Prize liberty to 
ask what he will of Antitheus. Tf you have a mind to engage in this Exer- 
ciſe, I will go to Court, being invited yeſterday ; and as opportunity re- 
quires will do you any fervice which thall be in wy power. Bentivolio, who 
very well kneyy the Rites of this Undertaking, was glad of ſucha happy oc- 
caſion to begin his Acquaintance with Aztithens, and raking his leave of 
Emngenins with all due Acknowledgments, he return'd to his Ludging in Po- 
liſtherion. 

When the time was come which was appointed for the Celebration of 
this Sport, Antithens appear'd upon a Scaffold attended with his chief Cour- 
tiers,and accompanied with many Ladies enrich'd with greatneſs of Beauty 
and embelliſh'd with fair Jewels. Ten young Gentlemen ſhewing them- 
ſelves upon ſtately Horſes ready to perform the defign'd Action, Bentivolio 
advanc'd towards them : His Horſe was black all over, except one little 
Star in his forchead, which being Vigorous and of a proud carriage added 
Grace to his Rider ; and he managing his acivity with a dexterous skill gave 
life to that Grace. The Rivals entertain'd him civilly , not being able to 
diſdain a Gentlemanof ſuch a goodly Preſence. Orders being given for the 
firſt Courſe, they finiſh'd it to the great contentment of the Spediators ; 


but the praiſe of the Action fell only to Bentivelioand two more,|| Proſelenes | 9ne vie be- 
oelt 1, 001. 

ook who hath 
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and * Alcinonus the Son of Eugenins ; for the reſt miſs'd the Ring. The next 
Courſe was perform'd much after the ſame manner, only Proſelenes miſs'd 
the Ring, which Bextivolioand Alcinons carried the ſecond time. In the 
third Bextivolio and Alcinons ſucceeded as formerly,alſo + Antantus the Bro- 
ther of Proſelenes bad the good luck to carry the Ringupon his Launce;the 
reſt, either by the unmanageaÞleneſs of their Horſes,or want of Experience 
in that Exerciſe, miſſing it. The three Courſes keing finiſh'd, Vidory , 
which had denied all her other Votaries,hover'dat an equal diſtarice between 
Bentivalio and Alcinons. As ſoon as Alcinons faw the Event of the third 
Courſe,moved not only with thoſe ſingular reſpeds which he had entertain'd 
for Bextivolio whom he had opportunity to know at his Father's Houſe, but 
much pleas'd with his own Good Forte to be match'd with ſach a Compe- 
ritor, that it muſt needs be to his Honour which way ſoever Victory ſhould 
at laſt diſpoſe the Prize, rode up cloſe to Bentivolio,and accoſting him wich 
4 ferene chearfulneſs, ſaid, Sir, I am very glad that my conteſt happens to 
be with ſuch a ga'lant Adverſary. Though TI ſhould miſs the Prize, I ſhall 
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not be piticd, having been worlted by one wv hom none can overcome ; bur 
ſince our Fortune is yet doubtful, if you picafe ler us decide it with the re- 
petition of three Courſes more. Bextivolio being willing to avoid the Envy 
which might accrue to him from the Victory, and do him ſome differvice in 
the time of his abode amongſt ſuch as could not be well contented to be 0- 
"Onewho hath yercome by a Stranger, turning himſelf coward + A/cinons, told him that ir 
_— ff was not fit for him to dif pute the Prize further with one whom he could not 
but judge to have won it already ; alledging that though he himſelf had 
carried the Ring thrice, yet he expected no advantage from that perform- 
ance, ſince Alcinons had done it before him. No, replied Alcinons , you 
mult not be Jud'd not to have done it firſt, &ecauſe we could not both run 
at once ; my order in the Courſes was a thing of Chance, and can give me 
no pretence to Vidory, ſince I was equall'd by you as ſyvon as your Turn 
came: although I amnot unſenſible of your Civility, yet I had rather 
loſe any Prize then receive it diſhonourably. After ſome other words 
Bentivolio was forc'tto condeſcend to his Propoſal, and both agreed that 
the next Miſs upon whomſoever it ſhould happen ſhould end theControver- 
lie. For two Courſes they were equal ; at the third -A/cimons having the 
IT luck to ſtrike the Ring upon the ground, Bextzvolio putting fpurs to his 
Horſe quickly took off the other-which was plac'd m the room of it, and 
took up alſo that which Al/cinms had let fall upon the point of his Lance. 
Whilſt all the SpedGtatours, ſtruck with the Admiration of Bextivolio's A- 
+ 4n Atheia, ion, accompanied his Vidory with a general Shout, + Antitheus, though 
he was of a proud Temper, and utterly indiſpos'd to like any thing which 
was Excellent in another, cculd not but enquire who he was ; and being 
told by Eugenius that he was a Gentleman who came Jately to Poliſtherioz , 
having a defire to ſee the Country, he ſent for him. When he was come, 
the Beauty of his Perſon, the Gracefulneſs of his Deportment, and the 
Power of Univerſal Applauſe made Aztitheus condeſcend to perſonate Ci- 
vility, and accoſt him thus : Generous Stranger, ſaid he, whoever you are, 
and whatever your deſign be , you are Welcome ; if you had not merited 
it by your late Performance, yet I eſteem it þut a due Civility to your 
Perſon to grant you whatſoever you can ask in Theriagene. Benttivolio 
receiv'd this great favour with much Modeſty, and making thar Obeiſance 
which is due.toa Crown'd Head, only deſired that himſelf and two Gen- 
tlemen who travell'd in his Company might with his good leave ſtay a while 
in his Country, and that he might have liberty to divert himſelf fometimes 
a Silence. at * Sigalium with * Eugenius, to whom he was obliged for the notice of this 
n _ _ Opportunity, by which he had the happy advantage of coming (0 ſoon in- 
on. * tothe King's Preſence. < Antithens, ſurpriz'd with this incomparable mo- 
c 4 Atheifl. deſty, by which Bentivolio both ſhew'd the Generoſity of his Temper and 
warily avoided the Envy of the Courtiers, replied,that inſtead of grant- 
ing this as Bextivolio's Requeſt he would make it his own, and entreat him 
d Degeerate to ſtay in * Theriagene; adding, that he ſhould look upon it as a great Ac- 


Ml oF cſſion to his Proſperity, if in Szgalium, © Poliſtherion, or any other place 
Beafts. in his Kingdom he could find any thing to make his ſtay not unpleaſant. Bex- 


f —_ of tivolio having wade Anſwer to his obliging Diſcourſe with many thankful 
—_ tern be. Acknowledgments, * Alcinous, 8 Proſelenes, ® Autautus and their Com- 
fore r'e 4 008. Panions paſs'd many Complements upon him, and profeſs'd that they e- 
Cr, *- ſteem'd it asagreat Prize,that by their Foiles they had gain'd the knowledge 
him elf. of a Perſon that was ſ» worthy to overcome. Whilſt Bentivolio was ma» 


king many Civil Returns, 4ztithens took him away, and entertain'd hiny 
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and his Companions with a Noble Collation and vat ious Diſcourtes, and of- 
fer'd him Lodgings in his own Palace ; which Beztivelio thankfully refus'd , 
and after Supper retir'd with Expenizs and his friends to Sigalium. Whilſt 
Bentivolio (tay'd at Sigalium,* Paſenantius,” Antholkes, Autautus, and many 0-3 — — 
thers of the Court,ſometimes by order of 4ntitheus,and ſometimes for their þ oe ww; 
own pleaſure, viſited him. From theſe he gain'd a full Intelligence concern- drews the con- 
ing the Aﬀairs of Theriagene, and by many Diſcourſes underſtood plainly T9799: 
by what falſe Principles they govern'd their Lives, and ofier'd at a Rectifi- 

cation of their Errors: which though he could accompliſh but ina few, the 


uglineſs of Vice, whtch was there repreſented to the Life, Ar other times © 4» £thei, 
he and his friends, under the Conduct of Eagenins, travell'd into the Coun- 
try to ſee the moſt-remarkable places in that Kingdom. 

After Antitheus by many Converſes underſtood that Bextivoliv's Princi- 
ples were contrary to his, and the manner of hisLife quitedifterent from that 
of his Court,he began to ſuſpet that his coming to Theriaginze was upon ſome 
ill deſign ; which to prevent, he careſs'd him more then he had done former- 
ly, and offer'd him very honourable Commands : which Benzivolio could not 
accept, being very much wearied with the Unpleaſfing converſation of the 
Antitheans,and hating thoſe Actions which had made the Uſurper able to of- 
fer entertainment to Perſons of Quality.Bur to make his Refuſal plauſible, 
and to hinder Antitheus from diſcovering the Truth of his Purpoſes, he ſaid 
(which was moſt true)that he had ſtrong defires to return home and alſo pre- 
tended himſelf neceſſitated by very great Obligations to ſerve a Friend of 
his, whoſe condition,as he lately underſtood, did much require his Aſſiſtance. 
Indeed his purpoſe was to go into * Theoprepis, where he heard that 8 Alethi» f 1be Divine 
on, the lawful Prince of Therzagene, did at preſent ſojourn, to whoſe Reſtau- mm m 
ration he thought he ſhould be able to contribute ſomething from what he my 
had obſerv'd in Theriagene. He was the more encourag'd in theſe Hopes, 
becauſe the time of the Year began to be ſeaſonable for Armies to take the 
Field ; and he made no doubt that * Theoſebius would ſupply him with ſtore þ, 4 wo-ſlipper 
of men, or that Heaven would ſecond them with good ſucceſs. Before he of God. 
took his leave, he acquainted Experins with his Intentions, whom he per- 
ceiv'd to be no great friend to Antithens, and who promis'd him,if ever oc- 
caſion ſerv'd, to further what he defign'd, and entreated him in the mean 
while to aſſure Alethion of his Loyalty. 

Antitheus his Jealoufies being increas'd with the Intelligence that he re- 
ceiv'd from one of his Spies, who knew i Sympathus, That Bentivolio and i 0ne whe ji- 
k Amyntor had correſpondence with ' Philalethes , and were entertain'd ag 
at his Houſe, he deſign'd to murther them both. But one of Phzlelethes his 1 Zhen of 
Kinſmen having notice of his purpoſe, diſcovered ir to ® Eupgenins , by 7th 
which means Bentivolioand Amyntor went away privately to® < Milepſeudes yt OM 
his Houſe, and ſent a Meſſenger to Philalethes to meet them there ; from 0». 
whence they went away all together to Theoprepiz. Only Bentivolio, ac- 7 Gloct, of 
cording to his promiſe, ſent ® Nichomacus to his Brother ? Panaretas , o one who 
ro acquaint him and his Siſter with what had hapned-already , and to ongwers i» 
deſire him and Sympathus to meet Fim at the Court of the "— of Dl Petdem 
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Theoprepia, where- they ſhould underſtand what was defign'd further, 

a Theonoe, Urania, and ail the Company which were left at * Theander's 
houſe, rejoyced exceedingly at the fight of NVicomachns, hoping alſo that 
Bentivolio was not far off: And though they found themſelves deceiv'd,they 
werenot wuch diſpleas'd, For \zomachss told them he was well,and thar 
he and Amyrntor were gone to © Phroneſium, and did intreat Panaretus and 
Sympathusto meet them there, whither he alſo himſelf was to accompany 
them. They gueſſed at the deſign, and could not kut approve it: Only 
they intreated their friends to ſtay with them a day or two, that fo before 
their departure they might underſtand the ſtate of 4 Theriagene by A7coma- 
chus. Their defire was granted, and having pleas'd themſelves with the 
news of Alethion's eſcape, though it was but a repetition of what they heard 
before from one that came from © Theoſebrus his Court , they conjured 7- 
comachus to inform them concerning Bextivoli's entertainment inTheriagepe. 
Nicomachus obeyed their command, and when they had diſpos'd themſelves 
co hearken to his relation, he acquainted them with what had hapned in the 
way to Philalethes his houſe, and his entertainment there ; and made them 
know the manner of the Prince's efcape. Then he toldthem of their jour- 
ney to Poliftherion, and of their retiring to Exgeniss his houſe, and let them 
underſtand how Bertivelio made himſelf known to Antithens,and with what 
Complements he was receiv'd by his Courtiers. Hrania knowing that Bex- 


| tivolio did not uſe to ſpend his time only in Eating and Drinking, making 


+ Peace, 


and receiving Viſits, ask'd Nicomachus as ſoon as they had ſupp'd, if they 
did nor ſometimes meet with ſuch perſons as gave an occaſion for more than 
ordinary diſcourſe. Yes,faid Nicomachss ; and their Principles keing very 
contrary to thoſe of Bentivelis, caus'd various diſputes between him and 
thoſe with whom he hapned to converſe. I beſeech you, reptied Uraxia , 
If you and this good Company give me leave to make ſucha requeſt, let us 
know of what they talked. With al! my heart , anſwer'd Nicomachas, if 
you'l grant me pardon for the wrong which I ſhall do to Beztivolioby for- - 
getting many Excellent parts of his Diſcourſe, and for the offence which 
I muſt needs give you by the imperfe& recital of what I can ranember. You 
need not make fo many excuſes, ſaid Theonoe, to thoſe who will confeſs 
themſelves obliged to you for a great favour ; and Bextivolio's honour muſt 
needs be ſecured, ſince if your memory ſhould fail, of which we have no 
fear, you are furniſhed with a ready ſupply from your own judicious wit. 
If I could receive this Complement without bluſhing, replied Nicomachus, 
and might lawfully erre of choice, I would fin again by making ſome new 
pretence of ſilence, that I might be once more ſo obligingly reprov'd for 
not ſpeaking. Pray, good IVicomachss, ſaid the ſweet f Irene, put us nor 
uponany further loſs of an opportunity, which we have deſtin'd to know 


| Bentivolio'sand your laſt Adventure. I will be obedient , anſwer'd Nrce- 
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machus, and began thus. 
The chief of our Viſitants was s Paſenantizs , who commonly broight 
with him an obſtinate Gentleman call'd > Jutantzzs. When they came firft, 
Bentivolio and Eagenius wereengag'd in a Diſcourſe concerning the rational 
belief of a Deity : And Bentivolioaffirming , that he could not but be aſto- 
niſh'd that any man ſhould ſo far degenerate from Reaſon , or apoſtatizg 
from Ingenuity, as notrto acknowledge ſo great a BenefaRour, or forget 
ſo knowna Friend ; their entrance into the room made him break off his 
ſpeech. Which Paſezantins perceiving, after he and Autautus had perform'd 


thoſe Salutes whichare uſual at the meeting of friends, he crav'd pardon 
for 
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for the intersuption of their Conference. To which * Engenins anſwer'd,,* One of a goed 
Let us not leave off our talk, Bentivolio, for theſe Gentlemen are Philoſo- ©! ppries. 
phers, and friendsof mine. Yes, ſaid + Autautus, and will not only think t One who a- 
chat we have wrong'd you, but that we our ſelves are depriv'd of a great Hyg " 
benefit, if you judge us unworthy of your Converſation. We will go on 

then, ſaid Bentivolio; and ſince we are engag'd in an 1nportant diſcourſe, 

we ſhall be glad of your aſſiſtance to help us, as the difficulty of the matter 

ſhall require; and turning to Exgenins, proceeded this. - You demanded 

laſt, as I remember, the Reaſons which made me ſo confident!y affert the Be- 

ing of a Supreme God. 

My firſt Argument is the inbred Notion of a God; whichas it ſhines in my #ere begins # 
particular Mind with bright Rayes of truth : ſo I find that inall Ages it hat moms. <br 
been univerſally acknowledg'd by Mankind. This receives ſtrength from The Xarure of 
the contemplation of the Nature of things: for I am forc'd toconteſs a firſt 5 worn 
Cauſe by the very Exiſtence of the World ; much more when I conſider NS of 
both the Feautiful Order of the Syſteme, and infinite Variety of Excellent »s Exiftence 
Beings which makes up thisnoble Frame, TI am convinc'd further of the 7,vquamn 
rruth of this perſwaſion,when I behold the vaſt number of thoſe horrid Ab- of the werlg 
ſurdities which flow from Atheiſm ; and conſider how eafily all thoſe Obje- _ A 
ions may be confuted which are oppos'd to the aſſertion of a Deity. MS + 

T like the method which you propound for your Diſcourſe, ſaid Eugenins; an{wer'd. 
and if you will do us the favour to declare in order what you have to ſay for 
the confirmation of the aforemention'd Reaſons, I will defire|| Paſenantins | Ry 
(for he is vers'd in this Controverſie)after eachArgument to put thoſe Obje. 0 
&ions which are properly oppoſite. Since you judge them all eaſily anſwer- 
able, you will be put tono great trouble for their confutation; and we ſhall 
be more methodically reſolved in cur Doubts, I ſhall take what courſe you 
pleaſe, ſaid Bextiwolio, either by a continued ſpeech, or elſe by waking fre- 
quent pauſes to allow a liberty for alternate Anſwers. For ſince our deſign 
isonly to apprehend that /zrking Errour which troubles thoſeCryſtal ſtreams 
wherein Truth is repreſented; 1t is all.one tome, either by inſiſting upon 
particular Arguments to fiſh with a ſingle Line, or elſe by putring them all 
together to make uſe of a Net : But ſince you like the firſt way betrer, I do 
ſo roo. When I ſay the Notion of God, I mean that Conception which we 
form of him in our minds when we think of him; as, That he is the Firſt 
Cauſe, the Maker of the World, the Gevernour of all things; That he « an 
All-wiſe, moſt Gooa, All-powerful, and abſolutely Perfect Being, and ſo neceſſa- 
rily and eternally Exiſting ; and con p_—_ to be Worſhipped, not only for the 
Excellency of his Nature, but as the benign Parent of all things, and great Be- 
wefattor of Mankind. 

This Notien is natural, that is, impreſt upon our Souls by that God whoſe 
Iaea it is ; men having not learn'd it by Cuſtom,or been forced to the belicf 
of itby any Law: It isa Truth profeſt by all Nations, who,notwithſtand- 
ing the difference of their Cuſtoms,the variety of their Laws,diverſity of Di- 
ſpoſitions, and hoſtility of their Practices, have univerſally agreed in this , 
as a thing that naturally reſults from the uſe of Reaſon ; and which even by 
ſuch as have not ſpoken very honourably of God, hath been acknowledg'd 
as a common Prolepfis, that is, a connate Information. Of this I think my 
ſelf the more aſſured; becauſe no beginning of time can be afſign*d when the 
Worl'd entertain'd this belief; but that the common Parent of Mankind . 
who was made with it, and to whom it was confirm'd by converſation with 
4 God, taught it his Children; who eaſily receiv'd it, becauſe when they 
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were arriv'd to that age in which they were Capable of being taught by o- 
thers,they plainly perceiv'd that it did naturally ſpring from the tree exer- 
ciſe of their own underſtandings.If this were not true, | can give no rational 
account how it came to be generally receiv'd by the World; it being impoſ- 
ſible that by Force or Fraud any contract ſhould have been made to neceſſi- 
tate ſuch a common Faith. For, what Prince had ever power to enadt ſuch a 
Conſtitution ? or, what Oecumenical Sanhedrim ever met to conſult abour 
ſuch a buſineſs ? It is alſo manifeſt, That this is an everlaſting Truth deeply 
engrav'd in humane Souls,fince no ſucceſſions of time have been able to wear 
it out. Though Falſhood ſteal the Mantle of Truth, yet it cannot ſo con- 
ceal it ſelf long; for Time will pull it off, and diſcover the Chear. If it had 
been unnatural, men would long before this time have rejected it ; and being 
alwayes impatient of yokes, they would not fo long have born this, which 
doth oblige them to the ſtrifneſs of Religious obſervances. But they have 
been ſo far from abandoning this Truth, that they havenot ſubjeced it to be 
diſhonour'd with Diſputes, and ſo have declared, That this is that great 
Article of their Common Faith in which they all agree. If this which I have 
faid, be not enough to juſtifie the Reality of this Truth, and to free it from 
all ſuſpicion of Fiitiouſneſs,we muſt confeſs that, notwithftanding our beſt 
Faculties, which are appointed for our guides, weare capable of being at a 
loſs, when we have good reaſon to think our ſelves moſt ſure of our way : 
and being beſtow*'d upon us to ſuch mean purpoſes, we may juſtly caſt this 
foul flur upon Nature, (to ſpeak in the language of Atheiſts) that ſhe hath 
made one of her beſt works in vain, having given men Rational Faculties 
without any poſſibility of being affur'd what is Truth by the uſe of them;and 
ſo hath expos'd them to a neceſſity of being deceiv'd, notwithſtanding the 
pretence ofa rare Criterion; and fo hath not only made a ſnare of the beſt of 
Notions, but alſo having put us into a ſtrong propenſity towards the Divine 
Nature, and made us think our felves happy in that noble Love,hathabus'd us 
with a vainaffeQion which hath noreal obje&,and rendred us Fools by ma- 
king us Religious. Which is ſo abſurd to imagine, that it is not more incre- 
dible to fay, That wiſe men build great Ships only to lie at hull, and drive 
up and down with every wind.Since then the evidence of Reaſon is ſo great 
that it hath led all men toan ingenuous Acknowledgment of God, I cannor- 
think that if is only a wildneſs of phanſie, but a perverſe diſpoſition in 
men who have us'd themfelves to refit known Truths, that enables them to 
deny him : But that it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe it true of any, I ſhould 
think them the only perſons in whom Nature hathimplanted Errour. 
* One contrary When Bentivolio had thus declar'd the ſenſe of his firft Argument, * Pa- 
to all mw. ſexyantins was about to frame an anſwer; but + Ewgenize defiring his patience 
Diſeo x for a while, entreated Bextivolio to explain himſelf more fully: For by that 
which you have affirm'd, ſaid he, you ſeem to believe, that the Minds of 
new-born Infants are poſſeſt with a Notion of God, and that ſuch as ſcarce 
know any thing have an actual ſenſe of the Divine Being. I would not have 
vou underſtand me after any ſuch manner, replied Bentivolio ; For when I 
ſay, That the Notion of God is inbred, I mean , That the Soul is princi- 
pled with a natural ſagacity, by which ſhe is apt upon the firſt occaſions 
which are adminiſtred to her after ſhe is out of her Nonage, and admitted 
to the free exerciſe of her Rational powers,to make a clear acknowledgmenc 
of a Deity. The Energy of Nature being excited by outward Obje&s, there 
is form'd in our minds an Image of the Supreme God ; this Effe& notwith- 


ſtanding being due to the innate vertue of our Soul as the principal Cauſe, 
and 
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and Which doth owe to the impulſe of the foremention'd Objeds only for 
the aſſiſtance of an Extrinſecal occaſion. The Seed which is ſown under 
ground awaits the warmth of the Spring to make it bud, but the bloſſoms 
and fruits which it ſends forth are chietly to be attribured to the Plaſtick 
power of the ſeed,not to the heat of the outward air. Humane Souls have ma- 
ny natural Ideas iwmpreſt upon them, for which they were never indebted to 
Matter ; of which that of the Cauſe and Elect is one : which being awaken'd 

inthe Underſtanding by the Conſideration of ſuch a noble Being as the 

World is, hath preſerit recourſe to ſome exce]lent Nature as the Cauſe of fo 

preat an Effea. This rational capacity is plac'd inour Souls as anAntecedent 

Principle of mature Knowledge; and it improves and ripens it ſelf into an a- 

ual apprehenſion of God by time and conſideration. I underſtand now 

what you mean, ſaid Exgenmus to Bentivolio and if you pleaſe ( added he, 

turning towards Paſenantizs) you may let us ſee, if you can diſprove what 

he hath ſaid. 

You have put a fair colour of veriſimilitude upon this Notion,faid Paſe- 
wantins to Bentivolio,by the greatneſs of your Eloquence ; but the truth of 
what you aſſert lies ſo open to the mercy of powerful Objedtions, that it is 
no hard matter (as I think) rodiſpute probably againſt it, and to allege vari- 
ous reaſons which diſturb the belief of what you have ſaid.That this univerſal 
acknowledgment ſignifies not ſo muchas you would nake us believe,ſeems to 
be evident from this, That you all confeſs theGod of whom you ſpeak fo con- 
fidently to be Incomprehenſible ; that is, neither perceivable by our Senſes, 
becauſe he is Spiritual, nor to be comprehended by our Mind, becauſe he is 
Infinite. The weight of that allegation which you make of numerous witneſ- 
ſes ſeems to be lefſen'd, in that the greater part of them are Foo!s,and you de- 
ſpiſe them when you pleaſe for their Ignorance. Their Folly is but too appa- 
rent in thoſe ridiculous Explications which they have given of the Deity ; 
and you your ſelves confeſs them worthy to beabhorr'd : For there is no- 
thing ſo contemptible but the rude Heathen adored it for aGod.This teſtimo- 
ny is not Univerſal neither; for many Nations never heard of God, and in 
thoſe which did,many have profeſs'd Atheiſm: and there is no doubt bur 
many more did think there is no God, who durſt not expreſs the ſenſe of 
their minds in words.Thoſe which were ſeduc'd into this belief may well 
be ſuppos'd to have been out-witted by Politicians, who cunningly invented 
and afterwards made uſe of,the Notion of a Deity. But if ic had not taken its 
Riſe from them, yet the fears which vulgar minds unacquainted with natural 
Cauſes are apt to entertain upon extraordinary Accidents would incline 
them to think, that God was the Author of that which they did not under- 
ſtand poſſible to be produc'd any other way ; and it was eafie to propagate 
ſuch a vain belief by Tradition. For ſuchas had been deluded firſt, would 
be apt to tranſmit it to ſucceſſive Generations,and ſpread the Infe&ion from 
one Country to another. Beſides this, it is manifeſt enough that thoſe great 
Deiſts who concern themſe!ves as great Patrons of this Faith, and ſeek ap- 
piauſe by endeavouring to wake Proſelytes, do belteve no ſich thing them- 
ſelves; being guilty of thoſe enormous crimes which nothing but the Disbe- 
lief of a Juſt and Potent God could make them commit. 

I did exped ſome ſuch Obje@ions,replied Bentivelio;for that dull Princi- 
ple Atheiſm hath not been able for many hundreds of years to improve the 
Minds of thoſe whoentertain it,or teachthem for its defence to add any con- 
liderable thing to theboldneſs of therr few Predeceſſors: and by diſcovering 


the fa!ſhood ofeach allegation inorderas you have recited them, [ will ſhew 
you 
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ou with how little reaſon they magnifie themſelves againſt the Truth. 

As to your firſt Exception,[ grant, That becauſe God is Spiritual, we can- 
not perceive him by any of our external Senſes, nor paint his ſublime Nature 
to our ſelves in Corporeal Images; but fince he hath given us divers Facul- 
tics,which are ſo many diſtin& wayes of perception, we can no more juſtly 
conclude that he is not Knowable by our Underſtanding, ſince he doth nor 
fall under the notice of our outward Senſes,than we can infer that there is no 
ſuch thing as Sound, ſince we cannot hear with our Eyes.When we ſee a Ship 
under ſail,we often diſcern no Pot with our Eye,yet we know that he is at 
Helm;becauſe the Veſſel eſcapes the circumjacent Rocks. But whereas you 
ſay,That we do not perceive God by our Underſtandings becauſe he is Infi- 
nite; I muſt take a larger compals to give you ſatisfaGion,and convince you 
that wedo.I grant that it were too great a preſumption to hope to bring 
down that excellent Being,God,toa juſt equality with our Underſtanding ; 
ſince we are inform'd by our own Reaſon;that he is rais'd far above the high- 


| eſtreach of our Imagination. The Nature of theGod-head mult be infinite, be- 


cauſe if it had bounds it would be imperfed : and though we conceive this 
Inmenſity rather in reſpe& of thoſe degrees of Virtue and Power and Dura- 
tion which are contain'd in this great Being,then by Extenſion of Figure or 
Unlimitedneſs of Space;yet thoſe Degrees being unmeaſurable,when we con- 
ceive of God as the moſt Perfe& Being, we always grant that he doth incom- 
parably exceed our beſt Conceptions. Yet our Aſſurance of his Exiſtence is 
not hurt by the imperfe&ion of our Intuitive Knowledge of his Eſſence. To 
fay that , becauſe we comprehend not the Divine Being, whoſe Nature we 
know to be Incomprehenſible, therefore we have no reaſon to think that ic 
doth Exiſt ; or becauſe we underſtand him not perfe&ly,therefore we know 
him not at all ; is no more reaſonable then to affirm, That there is no Sea, or 
that we do not ſee it in part,becauſe wecannot prafp its vaſt compaſs in one 
look. For though we are not able to frame a complete Image of the great 
God in our confined Minds,yet the power of our Reaſon compells us by the 
force of ſtrong Arguments to acknowledge the truth of his Exiſtence,and aſ- 
ſures us concerning the properties of his Nature by rational conſequences ; 
and wedo moſt diſtin&ly apprehend the Divine Perfe&ions when we do en- 
deavour to entertain our ſelves with the Contemplation of them, becauſe 
they do more fill our thoughts with the greatneſs of their Eſſential Worth, 
then any bodily thing can dozneither are our minds troubled with thoſeLimi- 
tations & Littleneſſes which we meet with in our preception of other things. 
w t it is ordinarily ſaid, That the Divine Nature cannot be known;bur 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between that which ſubti! Atheiſts pronounce uponDe- 
ſign,the unwary Rhetorick of fooliſh Oratours,and the well-weighed Aﬀer- 
tions of conſiderate Philoſophers. For many ſpeak of Knowledge who know 
not what it ts to know ; and ſo being ignorant, that all the knowledge of 
which we are capable is only to underſtand the Properties of things by their 
Effe&s, they puzzle the weak,make ſport to Atheiſts , andare pitied by the 
Ingenuous for their ridiculous Philoſophy. Weare notallow'd ſuch intimacy 

with any created Being as to ſee its naked Eſſence ; that is hid from mortal 
eyes;Nature in all her converſes with Men keeps her veil on,which none yer - 
have been able to pull off, Therefore I infer, that the Properties of the Di- 
vine Nature are as perceivable as thoſe which belong to any other Subje : 
The virtue of the Firſt Cauſe being as.manifeſt in its Effects, as the Powers 
of any which are Secondary,whoſe Properties we know only by theirEffects. 
Theſe things being conſider'd, I know no reaſon why we ſhould not think 
the 
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the Godhead underſtandable, except we judge it good ſenſe to ſay,that be- 
cauſe we cannot look diredly upon the Sun with our weak eyes , therefore 
we do not perceive Its glorious Light when it is refledted : For God is re- 
pretented by his works as it were 1n bright Looking-g'afſes. Or if, becauſe 
ſome things in the Divine Nature do tranicend the power of our Perception, 
we oughtto think that wearenot ſutfciently afſured of its being ; why do 
Acheiſts grant ſv freely the Exiſtence of Matter, and talking confidently of 
its Nature wake no doubt bur it is Quantitative,and yet cannot tell whether 
it be deviſible into Finite or Infinite Parts? Thoſe who argue after this man- 
ner do only take a poor Sanduary in a Sceptical device, and ſay, We know 
nothing, becauſe we know not ail things ; or, which is all one, becauſe we 
are not able curiouſly to explain the Modss of every thing, therefore weare 
not ſure of the Exiſtence of any thing ; and that we ought to reje& the moſt 
known Truths, becauſe we cannot give a reaſon for all particular Effects. 
But wili any rational wan give credit to thoſe who deny the Being of God, 
and donot believe what they themſelves ſpeak when they ſay ſo? Thoſe great 
Philoſophers, who well knew that Modeſty doth alwaies become us, and e- 
ſpecially in Divine Enquiries, have confeſt that, conſidering the great nature 
of the-Object, they thought themſelves more happy in that little knowledge 
which they had of God, then inthe moſt perfe& underſtanding of leſs wor- 
thy things. | 

But becauſe this Notion will receive a clearer Explication,and fo a fuller 
proof, from the Arguments which I am to produce, I will at preſent confine 
my Diſcourſe to anſwer your otherObjedtions. You ſaid, That a great part of 
thoſe who are concern'd in this univerſal confeſſion of a God are Fools, and 
thence deduce the invalidity of their teſtimony. Really,Sic,if the opinion 
of Fools is to bedeſpis'd,[ might very well except againſt the ObjeQtions of 
Atheiſts : For they disbelieve, or at leaſt deny, what we ſay concerning 
God without any Reaſon. They obje& we never ſaw God : It is true; but 
affirming his Exiſtence, we ſhew them his Works asa teſtimony of his Be- 
ing. They never ſaw any thing to the contrary, yet ſay there is none. But 
ſince the caſe admits of no proofs by the Eye-witneſles, this advantage lies 
on our ſide; We givea good reaſon for what we ſay, whilſt they have none 
but the ſullen obſtinacy of a perverſe Will. 

Bur ſince the evidence of this Notion depends upon univerſal acknow- 
ledgment, and the World is divided into two parts,the Wiſe,and thoſe that 
are of weaker underſtandings, we ought not to think its truth diſparag'd 
becauſe men of ſlower parts perceive it ; but rather confeſs that is a natu- 
ral Verity, ſince thedulleſt do fo cafily underſtand it. That it 1sno Artifice 
in them is manifeſt, becauſe they are weaker then that they can hope to de- 
ceive : and that they arenot out-witted by others for want of ability ap- 
pears by this;that Wiſe men, who are not eaſily impos'd on, profeſs that they 
cannot but believe it. 

Whereas you ſay, That it is an Argument that may Nations did not under- 
ſtand what they ſpoke when they talk'd ofa God, becauſe they gave ſo ma- 
ny abſurd Explications of his Nature; and that we eannot rationally think 
our ſelves oblig'd to believe that there isa Deity, becauſe of their teſtimony 
who have alſo told us that every thing is a God : Idefire you, * Paſenantins, 
to conſider whether if the ſimple Notion of a Godhead had not been natural, 
it could have been poſſible that men ſhould have attempted to have made any 
particular Explications of it. The truth in general is confirm'd by theſe mi- 
ſtakes: except we think that the making of a falſe deſcription, or purtinga 
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wrong name upon any man, deſtroyes his Exiſtence ; or that there is no Sun, 
becauſe ſome have imagin'd it to be only a burning ſtone, and others have ta- 
ken it fora ſhining Torch. But as their ſpeaking of God, though they ſaid 
what was unworthy of his Nature, ſuppoſerh his Exiſtence ; fo the Reaſon 
of their Errour in the miſapprehenſion of his Nature was only a ſhortneſs of 
Reaſon which diſenabled them to explain a great Truth,and they miſtook by 
endeavouriug to deduce a falſe Concluſion from true Premifſes. For having 
underſtood not only that there was a God, but that he was univerſally ac- 
knowledg'd to be Good, they inferr'd weakly that every Good thing was 
God. We muſt pity them in their Errour,but not deny Truth, keceuſe they 
miſunderſtood it. It is a great want of Logick to conc]ude that no good 
thing is God,becauſe they judg'd every good thing to be ſo. Whilſt they 
knoiwing that the Divine Nature was infinitely good, took every good thing 
for a Deity, and beſtow'd that incommunicable name upon all Beneficial 
Creatures ; ſome ſay, and that not without reaſon, That though the vulgar 
ſuppos'd the Divine Power to be ſpread through the Nature of all things; 
yet Wiſe men were not wanting amonglt them, who taught them that it -was 
but one great Mind, which was alſo the firſt Cauſe of being, and exhorted 
them to worſhip him as their Creatour. By which you may ſee, good Paſe- 
zantins, that you have no reaſon to conclude that there is no God from what 
they ſaid of him, and poſſibly that they did not mean ſo unyorthily as they 
ſeem'd to ſpeak. | 
You do well, ſaid Paſenantins, to make your Party as conſiderable as you 
can ; but ſince your Argument ſuppoſes the acknowledgment of this Notion 
to be univerſal, what ſay you to that which I objected againſt their Nume- 
rouſneſs? I remember what you ſaid, replied Bextivolio: for to perſwade 
us to believe that the number of thoſe whichare on our ſide isnot ſo very 
great, you told us that many Nations, whom we think to be for us, did never 
hearof God ; and that in thoſe which did, many have profeſt Atheiſm, and 
more would do fo, but that they dare not. To which I reply, That any whole . 
Nation was ever ſo barbarous as not to acknowledge a God, isa ſaying for 
whoſe truth we have no evidence. In ancient times no ſuch people were 
known, and the late diſcoveries of Countries formerly unknown have aſ- 
ſured us that they havenot been ſo Atheiſtical as to deny a Deity;but by rea- 
ſon of a fatal Ignorance, whoſe cauſe peradventure is not ſo eaſily diſcovera- 
ble,were guilty of ſome groſs miſtakes concerning it. Such as have travell'd 
into thoſe parts which we have moſt ſuſpeded for Irreligion, have convin'd 
us of that Errour, by giving us an account both of the names of their Gods, 
and themanner of their Worſhip. As to others, who would make us be- 
lieve that they are Atheiſts by ſpeaking againſt a Deity, I anſwer,That they 
have been but few in compariſon of the reſt of Mankind; and that you prove 
no more by this Argument then that which none ever denied, that it is poſſi- 
ble there ſhould be Monſters.Some few minute Philoſophers have been regis 
ſtred byAntiquity as blots in the Hiſtory of the World for entertaining ſuch 
an abſurd perſwaſion; and ſome ſuch have been produc'd of late years, and 
with their Atheiſm they have patroniz'd other opinions ſo Monſtrous , that 
Humane Nature is aſtoniſh'd at the rehearſal of them: As for example, That 
what they ſay againſt God's Exiſtence may be both true and falſe 4 or net- 
ther ; and that there may be a God who at the ſame time alſo.may not be. Biit 
ſuppoſe that ſome of theſe Gigantick Philoſophers ſhould happen to have 
fix fingers upon an hand, or tix toes upon a foot, would thatrenforce us to 


conclude, that it is natural for all men to have as many ? If ſome be b!ind,or 
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deaf, or want any ulual member of the body, will they make us believe that 


thoſe defedts are not Monſtrous and Irregular ? How ſinall is the number of 


theſe obſtinate diſſenters in compariſon of thoſe who aſſert this great Truth? 
If we think it reaſonable that all the world ſhould conformto their opinion, 
why may we not as well allow authority to two or three Mad-men to give 
Laws to the ſober part of Mankind ? God hath impreſt this Character upon 
mens Souls, and there is no more reaſon that he ſhould loſe his right in them 
when they have blurr'd it with fooliſh imaginations,and made it leſs legible 
to themſelves by the effects of their ingrateful diſobedience, then that true 
owners ſhould forfeit their juſt pretenſions to their Plate,when Thieves have 
endeavour'd to deface their Arms, and cut their marks out of ir. 

You diſpute plauſibly, ſaid * Paſenentizs; but why may we not think 
that Politicians, as I told you, invented this Notion, ſince we commonly ſee 
the good uſe which they make of it? You might have done a courteſie to your 
Cauſe, ſaid Bextivolio, if you had not mention'd this Obje&ion : For the 
great advantage which Politicians make of it proves that it's natural. How 
could they have made uſe of the Divine Name, and by it put an awe upon 
people, but that they were as 9s with 1t and dreadedirt before ? How 
could they have perſwaded valiant men to venture their lives for theirCoun- 
try, by promiſing they ſhould be Gods if they died in the attempt, if they 
had nut been prepoſſeſt with venerable thoughts of Deities ? The impoſition 
of counterfeit Money doth ſuppoſe the uſe of good Coin. It's true, that cun- 
ning States-men feign'd many things under pretence of Divine Authority ; 
but what would that haveſignified if the notice of God had not been more 
ancient then their fitions ? They abus'd Mankind with fabulous Narrations 
of Celeſtial Viſions, fill'd Religion with Superſticious Rites,and pretended 
to have receiv'd from God as Divine Laws thoſe Rules by which they ſerv'd 
their particular deſigns ; but they could not have perverted Religion by 
ſuch undertakings, if che people hadnot acknowledg'd a God by their own 
natural inſtin&. 

But as it hath been ſaid of old,replied Paſenantius, why may we not think 
the Panick fear brought in this terrible Notion of a Deity?It is not imagina- 
ble,ſaid Bentivolio, that men ſhould entertain the fear ofa God in their Souls, 
but that they knew there was one. Nothing can be more fooliſh tthento honor 
a God whom we our ſelves make ;, but it is rational to adore him that made 
us. Great accidents in Nature iving freſh teſtimonies of the Divine Power, 
awaken in us apprehenſions of God's Preſence, and the Conſcience of our 
own guiltinefs may very well make us fear ; when we know that we do not 
only deſerve puniſhment, but that he whom we have offended is Juſt and ve- 
ry Able to infli it, TI will no longer diſpute againſt this Phantaſie, 

Whereas you mention Tradition, by which (as you ſay) meen ſeem to have 
receiv'd this Opinion, and afterwards to have communicated it ſucceſſive- 
ly as they do other Opinions and Cuſtoms : If I grant that it was ſpread by 
Tradition, my Conceſſion would be little to your advantage;for I mean that 
it was deriv'd firſt from God, who implanted ic in Humane Nature, nouriſh'd 
it by a Converſe with the firſt Man whom he made, and with many others, 
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who afterwards convey'd it ſucceſſively from one generation to another : ' 


and thus the ObxcGtion is no more deſtrugiveto the Natural Verity of this 
Divine Notion, then it is undecent for a Man to ſtand upon two Feet. Bur 
ſince you allow not that it was Traditional in this ſenſe, I muſt crave leave to 
ask whence this Tradition had its Original.If it had no Beginning, it was an 
Eternal Falſhood;and as I ſhall have occaſion to prove in my following oe - 

courſe 
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courſe that this ſuppoſition is impoſſible, ſo for the preſent I wult tell you,ic 
i5not good ſenſe to ſay that a Tradition was Eternal;for all Traditions, be- 
ing Opinions or Modes of Action receiv'd from ſome firſt Author,muſt have 
a begitming. It isa bold Arrogance to ſay that there was an Ape in which 
Mankind liv'd without the acknowledgment of a God; fince there is no foot- 
ſtep in Hiſtory to lead us to ſuch an Imagination, nor any Writer that tells 
ns who did firſt perſwade men to believe that there was a God, or mentions - 
the time when men quitted the contrary Opinion of their Fore-Fathers, of 
which they are uſually very tenacious. If the World was generally Athe- 
iſtical,how it was poſlible to eradicate that Faith out of their minds, and to 
introduce into the Catholick Creed a new Article which is ſo troubleſome, 
that Atheiſts have confeſt that it is one of the moſt vexatious Opinions in the 
World to ſuppoſe an Omniſcient God ſet over us asa watchful inſpeGor of 
all our Actions ? Though the Notion be uſeful even to Atheiſts themſelves 
now itis receiv'd, yet it is not to be apprehended by what Artifice any An- 
ti-atheiſt ſhould perſwade Mankind to imbrace ſuch a belief, but that it was 
correſpondent to the natural ſenſe of their Souls. And it is very difficult to 
imagine how menſhould think of it, but chat itis a common DiQate of rea- 
ſonable Nature. 
* One contrary Well, well, ſaid * Paſenantiue, I am too apt to think that you have a de- 
fs al mew, yout regard to this Deity of which you ſpeak, becauſe you have taken ſo 
much pains to enable your ſelf to defend his Intereſt in the World: though I 
ſee that many who pretend themſelves to be Patrons of this Faith, and endea- 
vour to propagate it in the Minds of others, do not believe any ſuch thing 
themſelves ; becauſe they do as manifeſtly deny that there is a God by their 
guilty lives,as Common Atheiſts do in their blaſphemous Words;ſo that this 
verbal acknowledgment of a Deity,only ſhews,that ſome men would haye us 
think that they belſeve what indeed they do not. OR | 
The power of this ObjeQion will eafily vaniſh, replied Bentivolio, if you 
will pleaſe to give me leave to ſhew you, That to have the Notion of a Deity 
in our Minds,and to adore it with a ſubmiſſiveWill are not only two things; 
bur that it is too poſſible to know that there is a God, and yet not to corre- 
ſpondwith'that knowledge by an obedient deportment.The truth of this wilt 
eaſily appear from the Obſervation of our common praGice in other things. 
Who knows not that Health is one of the greateſt felicities of humane life , 
and that an univerſal temperance is the moſtaſſured method by which it may 
be preſerv'd; aid yet how many by an irregular Mode of life throw away 
this ineſtimable bleſſing ? What ? Shall we ſay that there 1s no ſuch thing as 
Health,or that it is not infinitely more eligible then Sickneſs,or that men do 
not know it,becauſe they ſometimes make themſelves ſick? No,no,it requires 
more to cure the Gout , then to know that it is a Diſeaſe which affects the 
joynts ; andthe pain of it is noleſs great, becauſe men do not take that care 
which they ought,toavoid it. Do not men perceive in their Souls a Natural 
Obligation to the praQice of Juſtice,and know certainly they ſhould not in- 
vade the Rights of others, becauſe they would not be diſturb'd in their own, 
| poſſeſſions? and yet how frequently Wrong is done appears but too evident- 
ly by the complaints of the oppreſt: ſo that the enormity of the impious is no 
Argument againſt the Exiſtence of God, neither doth it prove that they have 
no knowledge of him in their Souls;but rather declares that they areApoſta- 
tiz'd from God,and as a puniſhment of their Revolt are fallen into a doub'e 
miſchief, that is, the perverſe obſtinacy of an irregular Will, which 1s the 
root of the unlueky ſtrife berween the Rational and Senſitive Appetites;and 
a-lo 
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alſo intoa defed in their Judgment, which doth not with a ſufficient conſtar- 
cy bear up againſt the rebellion of uncontroll'd defire;and make that which 
is truly good alwayes more viſible then thoſe falſe Appearances which do ſo 
eaſily catch their Paſſi: ns. 

This is enough to demonſtrate, that the ſtrength of the Argument is not 
weaken'd, though the right uſe of this excellent Notion be perverted ; Men 
being not neceſlitated to improve it to the utmoſt advantage, though God has 
enabled them and exceedingly oblig'd them to do it. I might alſorel! you, 
Paſenantius,that beſides an ingrateful Perverſneſs men have a wild Phancaſie, 
which helps them when they endeavour to evade the ſuggeſtions of their 
better Intelle& ; and though they are not able to rub out of their Souls this 
well-fix'd Notionof a Deity,yet they way draw a falſe piQure of the Divine 
Nature,and make bold to mifinterpret the Declarations of God's Will, and 
ſo perſwade themſelves that his Commandments may be negleted without 
Sin, in ſome caſes; or phanſie that there are fond Indulgences which God hath 
for ſome perſons, into which number they will be ſure to thruſt themſelves; 
and, it may be, ſuppoſe, when the ſenſe of their guile haunts them, that they 
may eaſily make amends for the offences of theirLife by a Repentance at their 
Death. So fooliſhly cunning is Humane Nature to cheat it ſelf. 

Here Bentivolio waking a pauſe, Eugenivs and Paſenantins gave him thanks 
for the patience with which he receiy'd the trouble of this Entercourſe, and 
defir'd him if he pleas'd to proceed to his other Arguments. With all wy 
heart, ſaid Bextivolio, fince I perceive you are not yet wearied, and went 
on after this manner. | 

The truth of the fore-mention'd Notion ſhines more brightly in myMind,; 
both when confidering my own Exiſtence I find there no ſwall Arguments of 
its Divine Author, andalſo when I perceive my ſelf placed ſo advaritageouſly 
in Being, that, as from a convenient ſtation in a noble Theatre , I am able to 
contemplate theadmirable Schemes of thoſe magnificent Works which the 
Divine Nature hath ſet round about me. When I conſider the Greatneſs of 
the Univerſe, the Variety of its Excellent Parts, and the beautiful Order 
which appears in their accurate Connexion, I am forc'd to acknowledge an 
Almighty Skill : When I behold that innumerable Multitude of Illuſtrious 
Balls which ſhine round about me, ſee them rank'd in ſuch fit diſtances, and 
conſider their Regular Motions ; whilſt I take notice of that uſeful Viciſſi- 
tude which returns ſo conſtantly in the ſeaſons of the Year, the alternate ſuc- 
ceſſion of Night and Day;and find the reaſon ofevery Appointmeat ſogreats 
that nothing could have either been contriv'd better at firſt, or can be al- 
ter'd yer, but it would be ſo much for the worſe,and that it would prove like 
the diſlocation of a joynt : I cannot but behold the Omniporent Wiſdom of 
the great Creatour,except I ſhould think my ſelf blinded with too much 
Lig, and am forc'd to conclude,that a Divine Power isthe Author of this 
Excellent Machin,in which infinite Wiſdom is ſo viſible ; unlefs I ſhould be 
ſo unworthy as not to allow that juſt acknowledgment to God, which all the 
World doth grant to the wit of every Artificer , who isalwayes magnified 
according to the Skill which he expreſſes in any curious Work. 

When I ſee theSwn,that glorious Prince of the Stars,by the help of hisown 
Rayes, and think with my ſelf what wonderful Effe@s are produc'd by his 
warm Influences;may I not as rationally make a Queſtion whether I ſee it or 
no,as doubt that aGod made it?Who chalk'd out the obliqueRode of theZo- 
diack,and taught him to withdraw fo far inW inter as to give the over-heated 
Earth leave to coo! it ſelf ; and yet made him come nearer in Summer, be- 
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cauſe then it wants his Preſence to ripen its Fruits? Who commiſſionated the 
Moon tobe a Deputy-Sun, and gave her Order to ſupply his place in the 
Night, and commanded her to ſtep a little beyond the Sun's Walk to take a- 
way the Horrours of Darkneſs,and by a moiſt warmth to advance the Gene- 
ration and Growth of Vegetable Beings ? Who appointed 1 to guide 
men in the reckoning of Time,not only to meaſure So.ar 1c, , . 3c Annie 
al Motion of the Sun, but to calculate Lunar Months by the Phatc. of the 
' Moon,and to tell Hours by the help of Diurnal and NoGurnal Dials ? Who 
adorn'd the Heavens with thoſe gliſtering Stars which dance {0 orderly = 
bove our Heads,and carrying about ſuch multitudes of bright Torches make 
up the want of one Great Light with many Little ones? Theſe tell poor Sai- 
lors where they are when they have loſt their way ; whilſtthey are viſible, 
by themſelves,and when they are hidden, by the Load-ſtone, which is order'd 
to correſpond with the Poles, and-ſo lets them know how far they have 
made their Voyage Northward or Southward, in which they cannot fail, the 
Axis of the Earth being directed to keep a perpetual Paralleliſm. 

From hence I am tranſported into the Contemplation of the neighbouring 
'Air, that tranſparent Vehicle of Light, deſtinated by the Benign Creator 
for the large Aviary of all ſorts of Birds,and where thoſe whichare muſical 
do continually fing their Maker's Praiſes. God hath made this the great 
Treaſury which ſupplies all living Creatures with Vital Breath, and hung it 
up as a great Spunge toentertainthe Vapours whichare exhal'd by theEarth 
and Sea in Clouds,out of which they are ſqueez'd into Showres, and rain'd 
down upon ſuch places as could hardly be water's with any other Buckets. 
He made this the Receptacle of thoſe Winds which not only diſſipate putrid 
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Exhalations witha clenſing Fan,and check the violence of immoderate Heats 


with freſh Briezes, but attend ſeaſonably in all Quarters, and with ſtrong 
Blaſts ſwell the Sails of deep-loaden Ships, and relieve the neceſſities of uſe- 
ful Mills, which without their aid would be becalm'd at Land ; and which 
do not only grind our Corn, but winnow it firſt that it may be fit for Meal; 
whichalfo draw our Water, ſaw our Wood, and blow our Fire. 

Now I have nam'd Fre, how can I forbear to mention the Virtue which 
Almighty Goodneſs hath prudently beſtow'd upon it for our Benefit 2 What 
rare effe&s doth it produce in the common Kitchin, in the Chymiſt's Shop, 
and in the Miner's Fornace ? Inall which it diffolves, coagulates, concods, 
and, in ſhort, aſſiſts all Artiſts ſo many ſeveral wayes, that it may be truly 
call'd A Gereral.ſervant to eMankind. - If after the Fire I ſhould ſpeak of 
Water,how viſible is Divinity upon the Sea to any that conſider the vaſt 
Boundsof the deep Ocean,that ſee how it carries our Ships upon its ſmooth 
Back, and.ſo is made a rare Inſtrument of univerſal Commerce,and advanceth 
the Profit and Pleaſure of every Country by Correſpondence with others 
which are extremely diftant ? Ir is a plentiful Nurſery of delicate Fiſhes, 
and out of its inexhauſtible Treaſury of Waters ſends forth uſeful Streams 
into the Earth through divers Holes which are bor'd deep at convenient Di- 
ſtances, and forceth them to climb up to the Tops of Mountains , not only 
that they may be able to run down again with eaſe, but alſo to carry them- 
ſelves to ſuch Heights afterward as mens Neceſſities require. 

Aﬀeer this I view the neighbouring Earth, whichchequers it ſelf with the « 
Sea to make one Globe of both. TI eſteem it no ſmall occaſion for Admira- 
tion to ſee that which is heavier fall under the lighter Water only in ſome 
places. How could it have been, but that the All-knowing Creator having -. 


priviledg'd ſome Spots, charg'd the Sea not to moleſt them with Water, 
leſt 
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leſt there ſhould be wanting a convenient Habitation for many ſorts of living 
Creatures which cannot ſubfiſt but upon dry Ground ? It is agreat pleaſure 
to me to ſee it emboſs'd with goodly Mountains which by their Height defie 
the proud Flouds,and oppoſe the barreuneſs which ſeems to reproch thezr 
ſcorch'd Out-fides with their full Veins of rich Minera!s, and the Quarries 
of noble Marble which they contain in chetr great Belles. Bur this is nothing 
in compariſon of that Admirable Poſition by which the Earth is made a plea- 
ſanc Habitation, capable of all poſſible Advantages from Heat and Light : 
For its Ax keeping parallel to its ſelf,and inclining in ſo fit a Proportion to 
a Plane going through the Centre of the Sun, frees thoſe who dwell upon ic 
from the Tedious Darkneſs of too long Nights, and the trouble of over-hot 
Dayes. Sure the dull Earth was not fo diſcreet as to make this Order,nor the 
rambling Atoms ſo-lucky as to execure it in their fortuitous Concourſe. 

I ſhould be in danger of lofing my ſelf, if I venture to lead you through 
thoſe infinite Wonders which Divine Skill hath ſhewn in thoſe different-Or- 
ders of Being with which this ſmall Globe is grac'd. God bath made the 
Earthan Archetypal Pattern of a natural Embroidery border'd with Water- 
work ; bur it is ſo inimitably perted, that the belt Workmen have ſought 
praiſe only by coming near it in ſome faint Reſemblances. He hath made the 
Bottom (as all Artiſts uſe ro employ their courſer Stuff) becauſe it is not 
ſeen, of Rubbiſh, common Earth, Clay, Sand, Coals or Stones. To raiſe 
plain Being to the order of growing Life, he hath adorn'd the Ground-work 
with green Graſs. The colour being choſen with much Prudence, for it is 
ſo convenient to our eys,that they arenot hurt with looking upon that which 
they mult often ſee. Above theſe we may diſcern the moſt proper Artifice of 
Foreſt-Work; but not only done better to the Life, but more profitably for 
uſe then that in Arras : For the great Trees appointed for other Deſigns then 
tograce the Picture, ſupply us with Timber, which is one of thechief Mate- 
rials requiſite to build ſtately Houſes, magnificent Ships, and Sacred Tem- 
ples. Whilſt they ſtand, they have real Shades, which pleaſe more Senſes 
then the Eye; and when they are cut down, leſt the Work ſhould be defac'd, 
others by natural Art aremade to grow up in their room. . Becauſe Trees 
cannot remove from their places to fetch Proviſion, they are made with their 
Heads downward, and being faſten'd to the Earth they have their Mouths al- 
wayes in their Meat ; and though they cannot make themſelves Cloths, they 
have no reaſon to complain, becauſe God hath inclos'd them in Bark, and 
arn'd them againſt Injuries with Prickles,and taughr the weaker Branches to 
claſp about ſtronger Boughs and the Trunks of more robuſt Trees, and ſo to 
ſupport themſelves by laying their feeble Arms upon Crutches. He hath 
beautified them alſo with broad Leaves, fair Bloſſoms and delicious Fruits, 
and plac'd them to a great advantage of his Work among infinite Varieties 
of ſweet-ſinelling Herbs and rare colour'd Flowers, uſeful for Diety and 
Medicine, and mark'd with Signatures which give notice of their Virtues, 
and teach thoſe who need them their particular Uſes : and before they go 
f:om their places, which many of them can hold but for a year , they leave 
Seeds which grow up and ſupply their Vacancies. 

That this Divine piece might not want any proper Ornament , God hath 
beautified it with ſuch Imagery as is not to be found any where elſe : for by 
an excellent Diſpoſition of rare parts viſible in the Compoſition of all ſorts 
of living Creatures,as by a pleaſant admrableneſs of Experiment,God hath 
ſhewn there how many wayes they way be made, bred, fed,and taught to de- 

fend.chemſelves. Motion alſo is there repreſented to the Eeholders _ - 
or 
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for the Univerſal! Parent having made Life to move , gave his Creatures 
leave to go whither they pleaſe,and hath alſoaſſiſted rheirMotion with Senſe, 
that the walking Animals might know where 1t was beſt to beſtow themſel- 
vesand, as occaſion requir'd, provide ſupplies neceſſary to maintain their 
Life. Thus he inſtructed Birds to make proper Nets for their Young, and to 
hide them in Buſhes ; and thoſe which are deſtitute of theſe Accommodati- 
ons he hath furniſh'd with as proper ſecurities, inſtruding them co lay their 
Young in warm Sand or in the clefts of Rocks, and order'd them to feed them 
there till they are able to work for their own Living. Whilſt fuch Impotent 
things relieve their weakneſs with ſo much Diſcretion, it is a rare Document 
that they are taught by a Nature which is more wiſe then they. Amongſt cheſe 
Conſiderations I cannot forget the Earth's Fruitfulneſs, which being appoin- 
ted for a general Magazine of Proviſions,doth not only ſatisfie the Neceſſity 
of its Numerous Inhabitants, but- ſupport their Delight with ſupernume- 
rary Additions : Indeed hereby ſhewing not ſo much its own inexhauſtible 
Fecundity, as God's equal Liberality. Thus the World is made a moſt come 
modious Habitation furniſh'd with all Neceffaries, ſet oft with all pleaſant 
Ornaments, peopl'd with variety of noble Inhabitants, and, in ſhore, is 
ſuch a perfe& Contrivance, that nothing could have been more ſpecious for 
Beauty or fit for Uſe. Yet I do not wonder that many men are not muchaf- 
fe&ed with the Glory of the Divine Works, kecauſe they have ſeen them 
long ; for it is well known that Fools are moreapt to be taken with the ſighc 
of things which happen ſeldom, then of others far more admirable which 
have been long before their Eyes. Ir is another piece of their Folly alſo,that 
when any new thing is ſhewnto them, they alwayes look overthat which is 
moſt to be wonder'd at ; of which none can make any doubt who doth re- 
member what il! luck poor _—_— when he expos'd that Incomparable 
Pi&ure of his Centaures tothe view of the dull Athenians. 

IfT had time,continued Bertivolio,to ſhew you the principal Jewel which 
God hath lock't up in this fair Cabinet, whoſe outward Caſe is ſeen by mas 
ny, its ſelf but by very few ; it would not only perfe& my Argumenc,bur, 
as I think, make it impoſſible to doubt who was its Author, But ſince my 
Diſcourſe hath been too prelix already, I will break it off here, nor doubt- 
ing but that if it hath been tedious to be heard, yet it is as difficult to be 
anſwer'd. RPE + | 

Do not you believe, ſaid Exgenius with an obliging Air, that any in this 
Company can be tired with hearing, whilſt you are willing to ſpeak. We 
have timeenough, and ſhall never think it capable. of better improvement 
then by converſing with you ; andfince the Subje& 1s Noble, pray do not 
wrong it by omittingany thing which, if it were not for your courteous re- 
gard of our Patience,you would ſay concerning it. I donot knowgreplied 
Bentivolio, how far your Civility may occaſion your trouble,but reſpeQing 
your Commands I will go on. That which I have ever look'd upon fince I 
eould diſtinguiſh one thing from another, as the moſt adniirable Work of 
knowing Nature, is the moſt perfe& of all living Creatures, a Man ; whom 
as God hath made a rare Inſtrument of his own Happineſs, ſo IT cannot but 
think that he deſign'd him for an unanſwerable Proof of the Divine Skill, 
and intended that he ſhould alwayes have as near him as he is to himſelf a 
lively Demonſtration'of the God whom he is to adore. Here I know not 
which to admire moſt, the orderly Progreſs of his Wiſdom in forming the 
Parts, or the rare Contexture of the Whole when it is finiſh'd. How would 


it tranſport you, Exgepius, if you could perceive the ſucceſſive Methods of 
Cenera- 
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Generation by which the Ex#bryo is fram'd inthe Womb, as plainly as you 
can Tee the regular endeavours of prudent Pees,when they raiſe their waxen 
Cells, through Glaſs-windows made-in the ſides of their Hives ? Would it not 
aſtoniſh you to diſcern buſie Nature laying the firſt Deſigns of a Fzzzes in its 
warm Receptacle impregnated with the Prolifick Virtue of both Sexes; and 
having fill'd the Cell with aCryſtalline Liquor,as a proper material ro work 
upon, in the midſt whereof the earthly bud of young life firſt appears ina ſa- 
lient Motion, then for the inclgſing thereof in a fit Manſion ſee her invelop it 
wicha thin Membrane, and afterward obſerve how ſhe draws from thisCen- 
tre the various lines of Life which complete the whole circumference, whilſt 
ſhe carefully ſtretcheth ſome ſmall Fibres from one ſide of this narrow work- 
houfe to another,not much unlike the manner of the ſubtle Spider, when ſhe 
faſtens the flight Beams of her pendulovs Houſe to the walls of the Room 
« where ſhe dwells ; and when this rude Draught is to be brought towards a 
more perfe& form,to ſee how judiciouſly ſheſeledts one of the longeſt threds, 
which being appointed for the back bone ſhe extends like the Keel ofaBark, 
raiſing from each fide proportionable Ribs, and making them to meet in the 
middleat ſome ſmall diſtance above it frames rhe Hull of this little Veſſel ; 
and having prepar'd ſo much room, to ſee with what care ſhe begins to fur- 
niſh it with agreeable Utenſils,as the Heart, Lungs, Liver, and wany others, 
which to keep ſafe ſhe covers with the Thorax and Abdomen like the upper 
Decks? Deſigning a Head to theſe,and having provided a ſmall Maſs of pul- 
pous ſubſtance for the Brain,ſhe forms it intoa round Tower for the princi- 
pal Reſidence of the Soul,and afterwards walls the Acropolis with a Skul! : 
having appointed the Inferiour parts for conſiderable ſervices, ſhe propor- 
tionably ſtrengthens the Members with hard Bones, and,that they might not 
be wearied with the burthen which they are to carry, makes them inſenſible, 
and ties them together with Muſcles entred ineo.the bone upon both ſides of 
every joynt; which are intended for Pullies of rare Motion not yet experi- 
mented: and that as occaſion requires there may he a communication of 
Senſe through all the parts, ſhe unites the whole frame with Nerves, which 
take their Original from the Brain. Having beſtow'd a ſmall quantity of ſpi- 
rituous blood upon the Heart asa ſtock to begin the Trade of Life, ſhe alſo 
gives it Ventricles toreceive it,and convenient Doors through which it paſ- 
ſes for the relief of its indigent Neighbours; and by a perpetual Motion 
through Arteries and Veins both preſerves and increaſes ic ſelf, and walking 
its daily Rounds about the Body,beſtows upon every part the ſame food by 
which it ſelf is nouriſh'd, warming themall with a vital dew. | 
Whilſt theſe thingsare doing,and one that warily obſerves ſtands by, and 
perceives how many diſſimilar parts ariſe out of a little ſoft Glue, and ſees 
them put together withan accurate ſymmetry without any viſible -Artiſt at- 
tending to perform theſe excellent Operations; what can he imagin but that 
a God is near, who ſays, Grow there a Bone, here a Vein ; Let this be an 
Head, and that an Heart ? It is alſoan evident Teſtimony of the Divine Wiſ- 
dom, when after a few Months the juſt configuration of all the Parts being 
finiſh'd, and they fenc'd with Skin,the Medal of a little Man appears ſwim- 
ming in watry Milk, that is, encompaſs'd with Nouriſhment, which now 
he needs to preſerve his young life, and to augment the Body roa juſt pro- 
portion ; where it alſy learns to ſuck before-hand, and to prepare it ſelf 
betimes for the Courſe of its after-life, which is to ſuck ill ; the ſame ſort 
of Nouriſhment being provided inthe Breaſts of the Mother, that when the 
nine Months ſtock is ſpent or grown unfit for uſe, it may not wan: ſomething 
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to live upon when it comes into the Worid. When the Plaſtick virtue of the 
Soul hath diſcharg'd its duty,and the Embryo out-grows his lodging, Time 
having ſo manur'd its life,that it is ready to fall from the Tree like ripe fruit, 
chat which was deſtin'd to live; is born ; but that ſo feeble a thing as an In- 
fant ſhould ſo eaſily break its priſon or open ſo many Doors,can be reſoly'd 
into nothing but thenever-failing Skill which ever attends upon all Divine - 
Operations. 

| Since Erernal Wiſdom does take ſo much pains in forming of a Creature, 
you will exped that when it appears, we ſhould ſee ſomthing correſpondenc 
to the Divine care, and really we may. For if we conſider the Organs of 
Senſe which beaurifie it externally, and the Faculties of the Soul with which 
it is accompliſh'd within, we muſt confeſs that the vigorous ſpirit of warm 
bloud, or the Plaſtick power of a Rational Soul, which have been imploy'd 
in this Work, wereonly inſtruments to ſome nobler Agent : and that it is 
infinitely above the Ability of our nature to produce ſuch an excellent effe& 
of it ſelf, is manifeſt inthis, that by the repetition of moſt watchful obſer- 
vations we are not able to underſtand how it is done. When we conſider 
the external inſtruments of Senſe, we find them pur by an ineffable skill in 
moſt uſeful places and juſt members, and contriv'd with Accuracy of Pro- 
portion to their different Uſes, which is, that they might be Avenues by 
which the Soul may ſally forth of its cloſe Cittadel into the open Campania 
of the great World ; by which means the Soul is completely fitted for a 
correſpondence with all ſenſible Obje&s, and ſo is both enabled to admini- 
ſter to its own neceſſities, and made a rare Engine of Pleaſure to it ſelf, be- 
ing accompliſh'd for many excellent Operations. 

By theEze our Mind grows acquainted with light and beauty ,and through 
tranſparent Tunicles receiv's the delightful mixtures of Colours, the ſym- 
metry of well-cut Figures,with the variety of graceful Poſturesand Motion, 
which ſhe repreſents to her ſelf ina Convex glaſs made inan Oval form. In 
the Eaxy ſhe lies Perdue making Obſervations of Noiſe, whilſt all ſorts of 
Sounds beat upon her Drum as they march through thoſe hollow Caverns in 
which is plac'd the rareſt Eccho inthe World. She uſeth the Noſe not only 
as a Sluce to drein the Head,but hath made it alſoan In-let to the pleaſure of 
ſweet Odours. By the power of Feeling, which is ſpread over all the Body, 
ſheſits likean * Arachre in the midſt hs Loom, and is weltaware of all 
Motions which are made in it,and is awaken'd by every new impulſe to ſtand 
upon her Guard. Che hath beſtowed the office of Taſter upon the Palate; 
and becauſe it is not fit that any hurtful thing ſhould enter into the Stomach, 
ſhe hathaſſiſted it with threeother Senſes in the performance of its duty.Leſt 
the ſtock of life ſhould fail, Nature being at a continual expence tomaintain 
it, ſhe hathappointed two faithful Mezitors, Hunger and Thirſt,who in due 
ſeaſons forget not to call for freſh ſupplies. Inthe Mowrh,which is the firſt 
room where her Proviſions are beſtow'd, ſhe hath appointed two rows of 
I torough-grind the Meat, that it might be the more eaſily digeſtible ; 
and put an Epiglottis to cover the paſſage which leads to the Lungs,leſt when 
we drink, the Liquor ſhould miſtake its way, and go into them.Prudent Na- 
ture knowing to what narrow limits of Duration we are deſtin'd, to prevent 
a general decay which Mortality threatens, hath commanded the Individu- 
als to propagate their kind, and to make it poſſible, hath contriv'd a proper 
diſtin&ion of Sexes, and rendred the Obedience deſirable, by a love of Po- 
ſterity and other ſenſible endearments. | 


It were too tedious to diſcourſe of that amicable conjunGion of Heat and 
Moiſture, 
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Moiſture, by which Life is preſerv'd in the Body, like Light by Oil inflam'd 
ina bright Lampzor to detain you any longer in the Contemplation of other 
parts of the Body,and to ſpeak ofthe Offices of the Stomach, Liver, Lungs, 
Diaphragm, Spleen, Gall, and Reins, and to ſhew how fitly every Veſſel is 
plac'd for its uſe ; becauſe I deſignnot to read an Anatomy-Lecture. © The 
wiſdom whichappears in the leaſt member is ſo great, that the DifſeGion of 
a Finger ora Toe hath diſcourſe enough 1n it to convert an Atheiſt, but that 
for his difingenuous obſtinacy he is condemn'd to continue ſuch as he is; 
Though I poſſibly have wrong'd my Argument by making no better an ex- 
plication of Myſteries, which you cannot but perceive to be ſo great that 
they are no proper ſubjed for an ordinary Eloquence ; yet by that which 
I bave diſcours'd you may imagine what thoſe rare Anatomiſts would have 
ſaid, who have often taken this excellent Machine in pieces, that they might 
more fully diſcover the Divine Artifice by which it is put together. 

Bur having ſaid thus much of the Organs of Senſe which appear in the 
Body,l will alſo add a ſhort Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of the Imward 
Faculties of the Son, and ſo conclude this Argument, God inall his works 
doth uſually perform more then that which ought to be eſteem'd enough , 
that we might not be able to make the leaſt pretence that he comes ſhore 
in any thing. This is ſo manifeſt in thoſe rare Powers which he hath 
beſtow'd upon the Soul, that we need no further proof. The chief of 
theſe noble Faculties is our Underſtanding, by which the Soul both takes 
notice of its ſelf, and ſo enjoys the great pleaſure of a reflexion upon 
its own Being, and 1s admitted to the Priviledge of knowing its own 
and the World's Creator, and honour'd with the Contemplation of all 
things, and, when it pleaſeth, views their Properties, Repugnancies , 
Agreements, Symmetries, and Diſproportions ; by an active Reaſon diſ- 
courſeth it ſelf into great perfecions of Knowledge, and by a ſagacious Col. 
le&ion of various Rules entertains it ſelf with the invention of profitable 
and delightful Arts. By Liberty of Will awan is wade Maſter of his AGi- 
ons, and put into an honourable capacity of offering to his Maker voluntary 
Sacrifices, and enabled by the choice of his Duties to pleaſe that God who 
values none but willing Obedience. That we might be well guided in the 
choice of fir means for the attainment of that laſt End which is the chief 
Good of our Souls,God hath written praGtical Rules on our Hearts, and ſet 
that tender Principle, Conſerence, as a conſtant Spice upon our aGtions to at- 
tend us in all places, and hath made it ſo much his Care to hinder us from 
Sinning,that he hath conſtituted us Witneſſes, Accuſers, and Judges te our 
ſelves. God did not think it fit ro make us immutable : yet leſt we ſhould fall 
into errour by too ſudden reſolutions, he made us able to Deliberate z and 
fince uſually we do nothing ſo well but it may be mended, he gave us the 

; power of Animadverſis, that by refle&ingupon our ſelves we might recall 
what we had miſtaken by Second thoughts, and meliorate that which was 
not ſo well done at firſt, by after-endeavours. We arrive at Knowledge bur 
by degrees, and therefore ought not to forget what we have learn'd : in re» 
ference to this neceſſity God hath beſtow'd upon us Memory, as a faithful 
Secretary , who lays up our Notions in ſafe Cuſtody, and brings them forth 
as we have occaſion to uſe them. By due improvement of theſe Faculties 
God hathenabled us to furniſh our ſelves with ſtore of uſeful Obſervations, 
and ſo make our ſelves poſſefſours of Prudence, that great Dire&reſs of Hu- 
mane affairs, by which weare taught to govern our ſelves in all conditions 
of Life, to reſpe& Time, Place and Perſons in our Deportment, and to 
keep a decorous Correſpondence with all Circumſtances of Aion. - 
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ſhould add to theſe the power of Imagination , which really is of ſuch a 
ſtrange Nature, that it is. an hard matcer to tel] 0 what 1t1S: only thus 
wuch I may ſay , that when the Soul 1s diſpos'd to take pleaſure ina free 
Air, ſhe is carried by quick Phanſie as ina light Chariot over the tops of 
higheſt Mountains, cuts the Clouds, wanders amongſt the Stars, and tra- 
verfing 2 courſe downwards on a ſudden ranges through Foreſts, alights up- 
on the Sea-ſhore, dives into the Abyffes of the Ocean; and, not being 
ſatisfied with the various fhapes of Real Beings, makes as many more Fan- 
taſtical Forms of her own. The Imagination pleaſing her ſelf very much 
that ſhe is able to lead the Mind ſacha wild Dance, till the Underſtanding 
wearied with her toying,commands her to return, and having got her home, 
fetters her reſtleſs Adtivity with the drowſineſs of Sleep, which yet is able 
to hold her but a little while. Beſides all theſe Gifts, to compleac the Dow- 
ry God hath given a Power to the Spiritual part to move the Material , by 
which ir is made a rare Engine of Spontaneous Motion and the nobleft 4u- 
tomaton inthe World, not only moving the whole Eody at once, but dire- 
&ing the Spirits into what Muſcles it pleaſeth , puts only ſuch parts into 
Motion as ſerve the preſent Deſign. How bravea Faculty this 1s,appears 
in thoſe prodigious Danees of a Luteniſts fingers , which vary Harmony 
through ſo many Notes ina Minute, that the quickeſt Ear can ſcarce hearken 
ſo faſt as he playes. To this I might add another Excellent Produd of this 
Power, which is Speech, by which the Son! puts Conceptions into Words, 
and makes her Apprehenfions audible. By this we learn our ſelves hear- 
ing others ſpeak, and teach others ſpeaking our ſelves. By this when it is 
perfected into Eloquence we convinctthe Erroneous, reconcile the Obſti- 
nate to their Duties, and allure the Aﬀi&ed from their oppreſſive Medita- 
tions. TI cannot but take noticealſo how the Voice, by the help of thoſe 
Natural Bellows the Lungs, and the Mufical Lerynx, firted with Muſcles to 
further its Modulation, enables us to entertain our ſelves and others with 
one of the beſt Recreations, Vocal Muſick ; which is advanc'd alſo by the 
Concent of others who ſing the ſame Air in other well-agreeing Notes, eſpe- 
cially being accompanied with an Organ, which Art having conform'd to 
thenature of Humane Voice, doth not only afſiſt, but Iniitate us whilſt we 
fing. He that is deaf to the Voice of Divine Wiſdom, and doth not admire 
it whilſt it expreſſeth it ſelf ſo harmoniouſly, may well be wondred at him- 
felf for an Unparallel'd Stupidity. 

The beſt of the old Philoſophers, who were the Glory of their times, 
could not behold the curious ſtructure of this noble Machine which I have 
deſcrib'd, nor look upon the ſtrange uſefulneſs of its well-fitted Parts, with- 
out making Hymns and offering Hecatombs as their humble acknowledgment | 
of the Unſpeakable Wiſdom of that All-powerful Mind which compos'd it- 
How could they do leſs ? For, ſeeing all the Pieces, not of this, but all the 
Divine Works put into ſuch exact order that all Wiſe men muſt needs ap- 
prove it, perceiving the Methodaccording to which they were contriv'd 
of ſo deepa reach that none but great Minds can fathom it, and obſerving 
the whole Syſtem to be ſo perfe& that nothing can be defir'd towards its e- 
mendation, but that which is impoſſible; they juſtly concluded that it was 
effe& of no meaner a Cauſe then an Omnipotent and All-knowing Principle. 
But here I muſt apain entreat you, moſt worthy Friends,continued Bentiz'o- 
lis, to pardon the tedious length of this Additionto my former Diſcourſe, 
whichI make no doubt but you will do both of your ownGoodnefs, and al- 
ſo conſidering that it is hardly poſſible to ſpeak briefly of ſuch a vaſt Sub- 
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[t is eaſier for you to obtain our Thanks then cur Pardon, replied * F u- * One of ageed 
genins, ſince you have put an Obligation upon us by your Narrative of the ©. 


Creation, and preſented ro our view thoſe various pulchritudes which a- 
dorn the Nature of chings ; which for my own part I eſteem a moſt excellent 
Contemp'ation, and worthy of the expence not of a few Hours , but our 


whole Life. And ſo do I, ſaid + Paſenantins ; and ſhould eaſily grant that + one contrary 


your Argument did prove the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe he inade ſuch a #94 mes. 


World, but that we are to!d by ſuch as pretend to know very much, That 
it was not contriv'd by the Skill of any Artiſt, but was Eterrally ſuch as it 
isnow ; or if it did not alwaiesexifſt in this Form, yet they ſay that there is 
no neceſſity to ſuppoſe that ſome God fram'd it , fince it might be made by 
Nature; and ſome affirm very confidently that ic was produc'd by a Fortui- 
tous concourſe of ſinal! Particles of Matter, which having mov'd up & down 
a good while in an infinite Space,did at laſt ſtumble upon this form of things: 
and they want not other Hypotheſes beſides this of which they make uſe to 
evade the force of your Argument: for without that Method which you ſo 
magnifie in the contrivanceand produGtionof living Creatures, they ſuppoſe 
that Men and Women ſprung at firſt from the Earth of themſelves. h 

I did expe ſome ſuch Anſ\vers, replied Bentivolis,for I have ofren heard 
ſuch things quoted by the Patrons of Atheiſm, when they have been put to 
fireights for the defence of their abſurd Opinion; but 1 never wonder'd at 
it : For ſince the acknowledgment of a Creator would bring them under Ob- 
ligations toa Religious Obſervanceof him, they endeavour to invent many 
things to undermine that Belief, and grant any thing that can be ſuppos'd, 
though never ſo vainly, if it do but ſeem uſeful co that Deſign. T think thoſe 
Obje&ions which you have mention'd, as frivolous as the reſt ; and as 
all come far ſhort of a juſt Accompt of the World's Original, ſo ſome of 
them are extreamly ridiculous, Your firſt Objecors pronounce the World 
Eternal, andſay that it did alwaies exiſt in ſuch a Form as appears to us 
now ; and that there hath ever been a Sun and a Moon, a Sea and Earth ; 
and that they were alwaies inhabited as they are at preſent ; and that Mer 
and Women and other living Creatures, having a' Natural Power of Genera- 
tion, did from Eternity propagate their kind ; and by ſaying this they ſup- 
poſe they have ſufficiently diſcharg'd themſelves of a God. But how vainly 
rhey think ſo, and how weak this pretence is, will ſoon appear, if yon 
will give me leave to ſhew you with what inſupportable Abſurdities it is 

clogg'd. 
| Tai ht here takea juſt occaſion to urge Atheiſts with the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of their Incredulity, ſince they give an Hiſtorical Faith to moſt or- 
dinary Writers, and deny it to the moſt faith-worthy Book that ever was 
written ; in which we have receiv'd a clear Accompt of the Beginning of 
the World, and where God is poſitively aſſerted to be the Creator of all 
chings. But becauſe your Se&, pretending only to Reaſon, uſeth to difpa- 
rageſuch Arguments under the nawe of Rumours, I ſhall endeavour to de- 
monftrate otherwiſe how rational it is to believe that Reporrc. The difac- 
knowledgment of God as the Firſt cauſe of Peing, and the denial of hit as 
the Creator of the Univerſe, do utterly bereave us of a!l Hope ever to ar- 
rive at any knowledge in Truth , which we both Naturally defire with'a 
ſtrong Paſſion, and are fully afſur*d that we can never atrain 1t ti!l we find 
our the firſt Cauſe of all things. For plunging our ſelves into the deep Study 
of Nature, and ſtricly examining every effe& which we ſee, and > eane-n . 
it home toits Cauſe, tn the purſuit we over-take many Mediate Cauſes whict 
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- divert our courſe a while, and requite our labour in part by the knowledge 
which we receive of them ; but upon Enquiry finding them to be only efledts 
of other Cauſes, we are forc'd into this Thought, That though the Chain of 
Cauſes and Efies may be drawn our into a long Series by many ſucceſlive 
Links, yet there muſt be in the World ſome Great Cauſe of which there is no 
former, eternally exiſting of it ſelf, from which all others derive their Be- 

inning ; and having found out this, we reſt very well ſatisfied. to the 

raveller being inſtructed by the purling water which runs along by him in 
a little chanel, that there is a Fountain from whence it ſprings, guides him- 
ſelf by the winding of the Stream which threds the Meadows, and as by a 
Clue leads him to the Rock out of which it bubbles, and there he fits down 
and drinks. This Hypotheſis of a firſt Cauſe isa Principle ſo neceſſary to 
Contemplation, that all Philoſophers have look'd upon an infinite Series of 
Caufes as an intricate Labyrinth of Errour out of which there 1s no Egreſs, 
and have avoidcd it with the ſame wary care which they wbuld take not to 
fall intoa bottowleſs Pit. Somea'ſo of them have ſaid, whom it is not ea- 
fie to canfute,That if they ſhould admit this abſurd ſuppoſal of the World's 
Eternity, .they would be forc'd to grant that there are more Infinites then 
one, and that one of them may be grearer then'another, or that one of them 
may be a Part of another, and yet equal to the Whole ; which are Aſſertions 
hard to be ſwallow'dor digeſted by a rational Belief. If this World had 
no Beginning, you can aſſign no Time in the Duration of it but an Infinite 
munber of years went before it ; one Infinite number finiſhid a hundred 
ears ſince muſt needs be ſhorter then that to which apother Century is ad- | 
Hed, and ſo one Infinite is bigger then another : or if you ſay.that they are 
equal, becauſe bothare Ipfigite;then the firſt, being but a part of the ſecond, 
it will follow that a Part is equal to the Whole; and we muſt be content to 
nt t00-that there have paſs'd as many Yearsas Hours in this feign'd ſucceſ- 

n: For Infinite Years having paſ$'d, the number of Hours, though there 

beſome thouſands of them in one Year,cannot exceed them, for it is but In- 

finite. If theſe things contain an inexplicable Darkneſs, then this Notion 
of an Infinite Succeſſion of Generations, which is brought in'to take off 
the Dependence of the World from a Firſt Cauſe, ſignifiesno more but this, 

That Atheiſts defiring to rejed a great Truth under pretence that it is hard 

to be Believ'd are able to find nothing to avoid it but an Hypotheſis which 

cannot be Underſtood. : 

I confeſs, ſaid Eugentus, I am not well able to dive into myſterious Argy- 
wents, but I have thought ſometimes as I have walk'd upon the Fanks of a 
River, that if the World had been Eternal, thoſe great Hills which I have 
ſeen pleaſantly ſituated upon it wovld have been worn away before this time 
with the conſtant beating of mighty Waters,and that their high Tops would 

yebeen levell'd by the undermining Streams. And when I {te thoſe dreads 
ul Rocks which ſtand in the Sea, a their Heads aboye the Waves 
threaten the fearful Sailours to daſh their Ships in pieces if they come near 
them , I am apt tothink that if they had been plac'd there from Eternity, 
the raugh Waves would have waſh'd them quite away long ago. : For though 

Stones do grow, yet it is caſie to obſerve that what the Sea deyours in a 

Year is not to be repair*d in an Age, and that growing more greedy after ig 

hath ſwallow'd a Part, it doth with more facility prey upon the Whole, But 

T havenot ſaid this to interrupt you, added Emugenius to Bentiuglio, and 

therefore I deſire you to proceed. Tt is no Interruption of my Diſcourſe, 

but, as I think,a Confirmation of the Truth which I defend,replicd o_ 

volts : 
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wolis:; however I will goon; andas 1 think that which hath been faid, ſutf- 
ficient co prove that the Wor:d did not eternally ſubfiſt in this order which 
15now vilible : fo I think thar the other Objeations which are gather'd to- 
gether to c:oud this Truth may as eafily be blown away. 

Your ſecond Diſputers poſſibly doubting the Truth of the former Aﬀer- 
tion, and being willing to find out ſome other Subterfuge, have affirm'd 
that Nature made all things. Thefe'ſcem to have had ſuch an-eager defire to 
ſay ſomething, that they reſolv'd.to ſpeak, though what they ſatd was as 11 
directed to the purpoſe as the Speech of the blind Senator to the Turbat.The 
truth is, the Objecion 4s ſo foolifhthat it ſcarce deſerves to be confuted ; 
but becauſe ſome Atheiſts play fo low, I think it not amiſs to ſhew in a few 
words that thoſe who uſe this Argumenr either do not care what'they ſay, or 
know not what they mean. For by Nature they would fGenifie either a 
Dull Principle, which having neither Reaſon nor Senſe , hath brought forth 
all things, and diſpos'd them in © good order that no Art-can-corre& it ; 
whichis anabſurd Imagination, as will appear by and by : orelſe by A- 
ture they mean a knowing Power, which haying made the World , and well 
underſtanding the diſtin& Properties of all things, afſign'd them convenient 
ſtations according to the DireGion of an excellent Wiſdom ; and ſo they 
confeſs a God, .only they will nor-cal} him by that Name. 

If this Anſwer ſatisfienot,we muſt ask thein whether by Nature they mean 
Particular or Generdl Nature. If they ſay thatſowe ;Partzewlar Nature made 
all the reſt ; which/is it ? Thatof Menor Beaſts, Sun or Moon? If any of 
theſe be quoted, the Doubt remains ſtill ; forwe ſhall ask who made that : 
which will be hard to anfwer£xcept-they ſay, That things wade one another 
by turns. If they ſay, It was Geners! Nature; that is nothing but all the 
Particulars which we put together in onr Conception, or, if you will, the 
Univerſe : And then the ſenſe of the ObjeGtion will be , That the World 
wade it ſelf, and ſo was both before and after it{elf. Or if by Natare they 
underſtand ſome other ſubſtancediſtin& from created Beings difius'd through 
the Univerſe, which doth ſuſtainallthings by a mighty Power , and dire& 
them to their reſpeQive ends with an unerring Knowledge ; they grant that 
there is a God, but they know not what they oy. 

Others, which think themſelves-wore Ingemvons, to mend the matter , 
have wade a Conjecure which they eſteem very plauſible, and imagine that 
the World was probably ſometimes adorg'd with this form of Being in 
which webehold it at preſent, and afterwards poſſibly fell from it ime a 
ſhapeleſs Chaos,& was reſolv'd into innumerable uwltitudes of Atoms, which 
fluctuating for many years, and juſtling ore another, thruſt things into that 
Order which they now have ; taking it for granted that Matter. and Motion 
were ſufficiently able to produce theWorld without any knowing Director. 
But the inſufficiency of this device diſcovers it ſelf in that it doch ſhatneful» 
ly beg thoſe things which ought tobe prov'd as Foundations for what. is 
aſſerted, and they ſuperſtru@ upon jt ſuch an heavy Fabrick of wild Confe- 

uences, that it is not able to ſuſtain them. They talk of little Particles of 
divided Matter,by whoſe various contexturesall things are ſuppos'd t6be 
made,to ſuch asallow not,that matter can exiſt at all without a , 
take it alſo for granted that this Matter is mov'd too without the acknows+ 
ledgment of a Divige Motor, to them who can believe no ſuchthing, becauſe 
they know that matter is a ſtupid Principle and of it ſelf una&ive z but they 
ſuppoſing that it doth exiſt of it elf, might very eaſily beſtow. an eternal 
Motion upon it. Hoping to obtain of us a belief of theſe Gdions, with 2 
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growing preſumption they precarioully imagine that all things were made up 
by the conjunction of theſeParticles as things pre-exiſtent to their being,and 
that the moſt perfe& of living Creatures; Men and Women, are but heaps 
of fine Atoms thrown together : When as by the moſt tri obſervance of the 
Generation of Animals which are bred continually, it cannot be perceiv'd 
that any are produc'd by the commixture of ſuch antecedent Miſcibles;dai- 
ly experience witneſſing that their bodiesare form'd out of an Homogeneous 
Principle, and doexiſt before thoſe Epicurean Atoms or Ariſtotelean Ele 
ments. Burt if we grant that there was Matter and Motion, and that Bodies 
are made by the jumbling of theſe Atoms,and that the compoſitionof various 
Forms is nothing elſe but the connexion of looſe Particles ; yet it is moſt ab« 
ſurd to think that this great Machine, the Univerſe, conſiſting of ſo many 
excellent Parts, could have been fram'd by unguided Motion. 

For the Atoms mov'd in the infinite Space, which is fuppos'd, either in 
Parallel Lines, or Obliquely. If they march'd on direaly, they could ne- 
ver meet to compoſe ſo many bodies by their Union. The Inventors of this 
Notion perceiving this inconvenience, affirm them co decline a little, thac 
ſo by their interfeiring Motion the jagg'd Particles might catch hold of one 
another. - And they are alſo forc'd to ſay that they decline variouſly; for if 
all declin'd one way, none would meer. But though we grant that the ramb- 
ling Atoms take different courſes in their Motions of Declination, and ſo 
way poſſibly meet the ſooner, and alſo ſuppoſe that whilſt they wander up 
and down without a guide they may ſometimes ſhew us by a few rude Com- 
poſitions that they had united; and form'd themſelves into inconſfiderable 


* lumps ofdifferent ſizes /and figures ; yet to believe thar ſo many varieties of 


ſuchnoble- Works as I have before recited; ſhould riſe 'out of Matter by a 
blind ſcuffle of indiſcerning Principles, 1s both an abſur'd'Phancy, and the 
height of fooliſh Creduliry. Things of Nature are better then thoſe of Art , 
andyet this'can donothing but by che application of an induſtrious skill ; 
what then but madneſs canmake us think that Nature'is Irrational > When 
wasany rare thing done by Chance ? What though Apelles ſtruck the Image of 
Foame upon his Table by anangry caſt of his Pencil? Could he with ſuch a- 
nother,nay a thouſand ſuch rude throws, have'form'd a Bucephalus or a Stra- 
zonica ? If we could ſee theſe lawleſs Atoms meet by accident in the form of 
a Tree,and grow into an Organzthe branches ſhaping themſelves into tunable 
Pipes,and varying Notes according to bigneſs and length, the upper parr 
doing the duty bf a Sound-board, and the Jower fram'd into a pair of Bel- 
lows, which fill'd and mov'd with wind'give us the pleaſure to hear excel- 
Jent Airs ; weſhould be apt to think that Chance is no contemptible Princi- 
ple, and we ſhould abate oureſtimation of Knowledge ; ſuch an Inftrument 
equalling and very much exceeding thoſe which being made with great care 
nuſt be play'd upon by one who underſtands Muſick as well as he that fram'd 
it.This alſo would be more admirable then thoſe Inſtruments, which being 
contriv'd with much pains to play as it werea few leſſons of themſelves, are 
then help'd with a wheel fill'd with Pins orderly plac'd with an Artificial 


Skill andregular ſupplies of Wind. T ſuppoſe we way chance to ſee an Or- 


gan riſe out of theGround after the foremention'd manner, when we ſhall ha 
pen to hear twenty Mad-men ſinging together, all their wild Notes falling of 
themſelves into one Harmonious ſound. Theſe are the only Voices which 
will fit ſuch an Inſtrument. 

But if it be too much to expe that a Plant ſhould grow ſo Muſically , 


why do nat theſe numerous Atoms conſpire together after their fortuitous 
manner, 
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manner, ſome to make an heap of Letters, Others Paper, fome a Preſs , 
and all to place themſelves as well as Printers uſe to do , , and pur out ſome 
Book, which men ſeeing might ceaſe to magnitie their own Induftry ? Bur 
the Atoms are grown ſuilen; for though they have done theſe and greater 
Matters of old, ( for they have produc'd Men and Women } yet they will 
do ſono more ; or it may be they were tir'd Jong ago, and when they be- 
gan to be weary, by chance form'd the Sexes which were not known before, 
that Men and Women might be made without their help.If the Model of the 
Univerſe had been fram'd by Chance, it is rattonal to think that-inſtead of 
thoſe beautiful contrivances and lovely Symmetries which appear in the 
Works of All-knowing Nature, we ſhould have feen the World fil''d with 
mis-ſhapen Animals, as Men with three Feet, and Beaſts with five,and many 
other ſuch ſights ugly by reaſon of Diſproportion. But now Monſters are 
rare, we ſee only a few whoſe underſtandings are fo diſtorted, that feeing 
the World peopled with ſuch well-compos'd inhabitants, perverſly imagine 
that formerly there were ſuchas I have nam'd and worſe, but that they bein 
not well able to defend themſelves, were deſtroy'd by others who' did: nib 
like them. | 

If theſe things did not caſt a ſufficient diſparagement upon this Principle; 
yer the Fanny of the well-order'd World for ſo many Ages would dif- 
charge it from any ſuch mean Dependance as the fortuitaus concatenation of 
Atoms; thoſe little bodies would not have been able ſo long to hold toge- 
ther by their forked tails ; they are not ſo faſt tied in their preſent config» 
rations that they cannot get looſe; neither are they ſo conſtantly repercuſs'd 
when they offer to move out of thetr places, that for fear of blows from their 
Neighbours they dare not ſtir and fetch their uſual walks. They may remove 
at their pleaſure ; for all things being mingled with a generally-diſpread 
vacuity, thoſe which are contiguous to emptineſs may move, and' then the 
next to them in order,and ſo the whoie Nation of Atoms change their poſture; 
if nothing elſe do ſtop their courſe, and hinder them from leaving thoſe bo* 
dies which are wade up only by an aggregation of Particles. _ 

It is true, we ſee there are ſolid Bodies in the World as well as fluid ;* but 
we can imagine no better reaſon of their Solidity, then the united Reſt of 
thoſe contiguous parts whereof they do conliſt : and fince ſome Bodies 
are harder then othcrs, thoſe which have greater firmneſs may eafily juſtle che 
weaker out of their places,and claſhing continually in as great a variety of 
contrary Motions as thereare croſs lines upon a Globe, if fome Potent God 
did not iaterpoſe,the Forws of Matter by the diſſolution of their Parts would 
be continually alter'd, as Wrinkles are upon the face of water by a ruffling 
Wind. The Nature of things being thus conſtituted, can we imagine that 
the Permanency of the World ſhould be reſolv'd into no other Principle 
then the foremention'd Hypotheſis ; or that Chance is the glue which hath 
united its parts ſo long, and lock'd the Sun and Moon in their whirl-pools ? 
We may 3s ratiqnally ſuppoſe that Aſtronomers have made a league with 
theſe wandring Atoms, that for ſome certain tim? they ſhould nor deſerc 
their ſtations, hired ſome to watch others, or at leaſt have agreed with 
them that they ſhould appear in ſet places & poſtures at appointed ſeaſons, 
and make good their Predictions : how elſe could they forete]! the Eclipſes 
of the Sun and Moon many years before&hand ? By which we may perceive 
that, though ſuch as ſay the World did exiſt of itſelf, do conformab!y to 
their own Opinion affirm that it is its own preſerver, and hangs together by 
the power of its own Nature, not of God, and ſubſiſts without the help of 
any 
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any Extrinfecal Principle,yet they have no firm ground for their Aſſertion; 
but it is very rational to ſay, that he who made Motion, and continues 
it (till becauſe it is uſeful, hath given it Laws,and doth ſo regulate it whilſt 
it rebounds from one thing to another, that the World is no more diſturb'd 
from perſevering in that Reſt which enables it to reſiſt thoſe Motions which 
would change its Form, then the Sea is permitted to overflow the whole 
Earth. Yes, yes; If that Omnipreſent Goodneſs which is ſpread through 
the Creation did not ſuſtain the whole,it would fall in pieces ; forall things 
knocking rudely againſt one another muſt needs break themſelves, as blinc- 

men arm'd with: Bows and Arrows and ſhooting at Rovers would kill one 
another.If the Government of the World were permitted to blind Chance, 
or the turbulent humours of Degenerate men, 1t is not to be imagin'd how 
it ſhould be tolerably habitable. The wheels of Humane affairs would 


ſoon be taken off, - or broken , if created Beings were not_ guided by an 


Onmiſcient Power, which both direGs them inthe Road, and ſtops their 
extravagant Motions as it pleaſeth, and fo preſerves the great Chariot of 
the World from being overturn'd. The wiſe!t of men have thought it more 
rational to ſuppoſe that a Ship without a Pilot may live at Sea in a Tempeſt 
when it is tofs'd with waves among(t Rocks, then that Mankind which is 
often miſs-led with dangerous Errours, and is uſually hurried with violent 
Paſſions, ſhould not quickly bring the World to a miſerable end by mad 
praftices,' if there were not a God who, to preſerve the Order which he 
hath conſtituted, keeps up thoſe Banks, which if they were once broken, 
would drown the World with a Deluge of inexpreſſible Calamity. As God 
15 the Founder of Order, ſo prudent men inall Apes have look'd upon Re- 
ligion, which isa juſt Obſervance of him, as one of the chief Principles by 
which the Happineſs of the World is ſupported ; and which being de- 
ſtroy'd would neceſſarily infer the ruin of all civil Societies: They have 
eſteem'd it that ſacred Knot, which being cut in pieces lets looſe Diſorder, 
accompanied with Contempt of Law and ſubverſion of Right,and follow'd 
with common Deſtru@ion. | 

I cannot but wonder that ſome who pretend to Philoſophy,have thought 
that excellent Order, which is manifeſt in the Regular Motions of the 
Celeſtial Orbs and the Viciſſitudes of Seaſons, which are admirable by rea- 
ſon of thoſe Advantages which they produce, may be reſolv'd into the 
diſpoſal of anundiſcerning Principle, becauſe the Sea ebbs and flows at 
ſet times, and becauſe they obſerve that Agues have Periodical Fits. Thoſe 
that argue after this manner ſeem to challenge God at his own weapons ; 
and we may gueſs at their Succeſs by their Folly. Ir is fit tobe quoted 
as an Argument againſt him, that he hath made that great Body of Naviga- 
ble Waters, and ſubjected it to the influences of the Moon, which at cer- 
tain ſeaſons doth make conſtant Tides, whichare not more uſeful to Mer- 
chants, and ſo to all men, by Importing and Exporting Materia's of Trade, 
then they are applicable to the Proof of a Deity, whoſe skill by ſuch an 
Excellent Work is clearly demonſtrated ? Or, if we muſt think that there 
is no God, becauſe one who is ſick of a Quartan Ague is troubled with Pe- 
riodical Fits, why may we not as well ſay that there is no God, becauſe 
two Armies do ſometimes wake a Truce and ceaſe fighting ? No, you fay 
that is done by the appointment_ of humane Diſcretion, Well, but is ic 
not in the power of Divine Prudence to appoint a neighbouring Enemy to 
:nfeſt us at ſet times? If a Diſeaſe be a confli& of our Nature with that which 


infeſts us, it is a Courteſie that we are not put to the trouble 'of fighting 
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continually for our lives, bur have time a:lotied io recruit our ſpent For- 


ces, andare taught in thoſe Intervals to provide againſt the next approach of 
our Enemy.Is it an Argument againſt God, that he hath made a creature which 
cannot fight alwaies without wearineſs ? Beſides, that the Paroxyſins are ex- 
a&ly conſtant in their returns, is faiſe; for they change in time and opera+ 
eion according to the variety of many Accidents, and return oftner and ſtay 
longer, as the Body in which they lodge is differently indiſpos'd. 

The Obje&ion which you cited la{t of all is ſo extravagant, that nv Fable 
is more incredible, and weway juſtly wonder what ſhould bring it intoany 
mans mind. Yog wou!d have ſaid, if you had explain'd your ſeif alittle 
further, that our Grand-mother Earth .caſt out of her bowels bags like 
Wombs, (I think you might more properly have ſaid Secundines) and theſe 
breaking by degrees, Chiidren come forth at laſt, who were nouriſh'd by a 
kind of Milky Juice till they became great Boys and Girls, and ſo made a 
ſhift to live upon herbs,and, when they cou!d catch them, upon their fetow 
Animals. The conſideration of this Poetical phancy aflures us how thoſe who 
diſown a God, are diſtreſs'd for want of ability to give any tolerable ac- 
count of the Produdiion of living Creatures ; and withal ſhews us the Difin- 
penuity of Atheiſts, who not believing a Truth ſo natura'ly plain, admit 
things which are not only very improbable, but highly abſurd ; and indeed 
are well content that any thing ſhould be impos'd upon them, though never 
ſo unlikely, if it do bur abſolve them from the belief of a Deity. How elſe 
could it be poſſible that they ſhou'd reje& the moſt credible ſtory of the 
Creation, and believe that men grew out of the ground like Muſhromes ; 
or that Stars did ſow the Earth with a Celeſtial Sperm, which afterwards 

w up into Men and Women ; or, rather then fail, that at firſt Stones were 
tranſubſantiated into Rational Creatures, being caſt over the ſhoulders of 
Demucalion and Pyrrha; or, at leaſt, that Promotheus made them of Clay, and 
enliven'd them with Fire which he ſtole from Heaven ; or poſſibly , that 
long ago Men were Ants, and were «afterwards transform'd by e/AZacus ? 
Theſe Fid&ions are as paſſable as your Wind-Egge. | 

The diſingenuity of Atheiſts wiil be more manifeſt, if we confider how 
unwilling they are to allow an Eternity to God, and yet beſtow it upon ſuch 
a contemptible thing as Maztey , and whoſe Norion they know to be cloge'd 
with inexplicable difficulties;and obſtinately deny the Infinity of a Divine 
Being, and yet grant it both to Space, and alſb to the Succeſſion of Ages ; 
and affirm that , becauſe Matter and Motion are in the World, therefore 
there is nothing elſe; or that there is no God , becauſe an account may be 
given of ſome of his Works by Matter and Motion; and grant that Wood, 
Srones, Nailsand Tools, may make themſelves, 'and, which is ſomewhat an 
eaſier Task, build an Houſe without an Architett; and fo rather then ac- 
knowledge the World to be the Effect of the Firſt Cauſe, affert it tobe its 
own Builder, Houſe, and Inhabitant- Thoſe who' form their Speeches by 
theſe Rules, need not make any ſcruple to ſay that a Watch may make it ſelf 
and winding it ſe!f up by Chance move ſo regularly as to ſhew the Day of 
the Month, the Hour of the Day, the Age of the Moon, and the Time of the 
Tide. Whobuta Fool could ever think that the Eye was not made to ſee, 
the Ear to hear, or the Hands to take hold of things, but that each of them 
being accidenta']y fitted for ſuch purpoſes, we 'apply them accordingly? 
Such as talk at this rate, whilſt they'bid others hearken to the voice of Na- 
ture, do certainly ſtop their own Ears againſt it; and may truly be ſaid not 
to argue from the DiGates of Reaſon, but rather, being at a loſs, to caſt 
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Lots what they ſhall ſay next : and we can no more reaſonably expect ſatis- 
faction from their diſcourſes, then hope to read our Deſtiny inthe firſt place 
which accidentally opens.in V7rgil or Homer. 

Is this all the Courteſie that we are to exped from Philoſophy, to be le- 
vell'd with the ignorance of the rude Yulgar, who wonder at the braſs, or 
gaze upon the gilded wood of a noble Sphere,and brutiſhly negled the rare 
Motions of it;and take nonotice of his Art who made it ſuch an Excellent 
Machine ? Or are we grown ſo perverſe, that we confeſs that Art is now in 

the World, but deny that there was any at the firſt ; and ſay that great Skill 
js manifeſted in the imitation of Natures's Works, but thag there was none in 
Deſignation of the Original ; and ſo equal the Calts of ſenſleſs Chance to the 
contrivances of the beſt Skill, and eſteem blind men as able to give a judg- 
ment of Colours as thoſe who have the cleareſt ſight ? 4 
: Thoſe whocan digeſt the foremention'd Abſurdities of which the Athe- 
Htical Hypotheſis is undoubtedly guilty, may ſafely ſwallow Iron, and not 
only with eaſe deny that there is a God ; but without any difficulty believe 
what they will. But it is rational tothink, that God will have ſatisfaQion 
txom thoſe unworthy perſons who obſcure theGlory of hisDivinity with ſuch 
miſ-reports z eſpecially ſince he hath both made them his. Creatures , given 
them leave toicontemplate his Works themſelves , and commanded them to 
reveal thetr Excellency- to others. 
*S- eentrary -:| I could not but ſuppoſe, replied * Paſenantins,that you would endeavour 
roalt men. t9 fortifie your Opinion with probable Arguments, and embelliſh the No- 
tionof a Deity withall ſpecious Allegations ; and therefore expected, that 
2 you would alſo lead the contrary Opinion withall imaginable Abſurdities, 

But we are told by others, that your Hypotheſis is not free from confidera- 

ble ObjeGions:: For if a God made the World, as you ſay, heſeems tqthem 

pot to have þeen Good, becauſe he made it no better ; for many things are 
but of littte-uſe, and ſome very hurtful. | 

Is this.the formidable difticulty whichthreatens this greatArticle of Faith? 
ſaid Bentivolio ſmiling: then I perceive that the number of our enemies which 
are. yet unconquer'd is but ſmall, and:that their ſtrength is leſs. They ſeem - 
to jmmarch confidently ; but in my mind they are arm'd no better then thoſe 
ridiculous Gamlomwcetes in Lunia, who are reported to have cover'd them- 
ſelves with Myſhrome-ſhields, and to have carried Spears which were only 

long blades of Aſparagus. It is no wonder that ſuch as endeavour to graſp Im- 

menſity with a Finite underſtanding, and level God's Wiſdom with their 

ownApprebenfions,do ask many ridiculous queſtions concerning the Divine 

Operations ;:apd, belidesthoſe which-yon have nam'd, demand with what 

Tools he made'the World,;:becauſe they-themſelves cannot work withouc 

them; and bid us tell them in what-Moulds he caſt the Celeſtial Orbs, be- 

cauſe they imploy ſuch utenſils when they make Piſtol-buller. - Whilft they 
complain-jn the behalf af many things created , of ſome becauſe'they are 
not very good-in'themſelves,and of ſome becauſe they are hurtful to others ; 
really, Paſenantins, I belieye it 15a very. hard watter for tle ObjefGours 
to fay what would have, pleas'd them, -jf am apt to;think they defire they - 
know not what, SomeTthings they grant, to ke very Excellent , -but they 
would: havehad all others equal to them; + The folly of this defire is manife(t 
if, weapply their wiſh toany-particular Phenomenon. /; All confeſs the Sug 
tobe a moſt nob]* Being: hut will any ane that is wiſe therefore think it fic 
that every thing ſhould hea:Sun ? The Humane Body is a rare Macbine : but 


is it then a-blemiſh upon the Creation, that Frogs have not the ſame parts 
 /'Þ - aud 
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and figure ? Certainly if theſe men were to give dire&ions for the Defign 
of a Magnificent Picture, they would order it to be drawn without any ſha- 
dows ; and if they were to reform the Laws of Harmony,Half-Notes would 
be in danger of baniſhment out ofall Compoſition. Ir is not freelom from 
Envy, but wantof Art, to make all the Members of a living creature,Eyes. 
Theſe curious people conſider not, that ſuch a frame as the World is, muſt 
confilt of many Parts, and that they have a ſufficient uſe, though one is not e- 
qual to another, whilſt they help to conſtitute ſuch a rare Syſtem,andgrace 
it with the delightful variety of Beauty by reaſon of the different degrees 
of Being ; ſo that it is only a defe& of Knowledge which makes them think 
that this World can be mended : And we plainly fee , that the better which 
they phanſie, if it-were made by ſuch Rules which they ſeem to approve , 
muſt of neceſſity be worſe ; and that they would deſerve the ſame praiſe 
for undertaking to make an alteration, which he merited, who pretending 
to out-do all the Picures which had ever been made of Horſes, drew one 
with hairs upon the lower eyelid. 

T here is nothing which you can name as likely to be underva'u'd for its 
meanneſs, but a ſufficient uſe may be aſſign'd to preſerve ir from contempt. 
What is more in danger of Diſregard then the looſe particles of Sand which 
lie upon the Sea-ſhore, or Gravel which is trod upon in High-wayes ? Or 
what can be thought of leſs uſe then Hairs, which are deſpis'd as Excreſ- 
cencies of Nature ? Yet doth nor the Mariner thank God for thoſe Sands , 
whilſt chey ballaſt his Ship ? and is not the Traveller glad of that contemp- 
tible Gravel for making his way more firm ? and are not theſe Philoſophers 
well pleas'd with it in their Gardens, when they ſee how convenient it is to 
beautifie their Walks ? And thoſe inconfiderable Hairs which ſeem nor on- 
ly ſuperfluous bur prejudicial, do not they warm the cold brain with a na- 
tural Peruke, keep ſweat from falling upon the delicate Inſtrument of our 
Sight, being plac'd prudently upon the Eye-brows; and prove befides,that 
they were not made in vain, fince by a reaſonable appearance in the Face 
they givea very uſeful notice of a different Sex, when the age of a Man be- 
pins to be more dangerous to Women, if they were not ſo aſſured with whom 
they converſe ? 

Whereas you ſay ſome things are hurtful; if you underſtand your own 
words, you muſt mean that they arenot good for all uſes: I ſhall ſoon let 
you ſee how much you are miſtaken in this Phancy. To inſtance only in one 
or two things : Will youteſteem ill-ſented Weeds and venomous Plants miſ- 
chievous, becauſe they are not good for ordinary food ? It is unreaſonable; 
they were not appointed for any ſuch end : For the ſame cauſe you nay as 
wel: find fault with Fire and Stones. But if you apply them in medicine, 
you will perceive that they are fngularly beneficial. This may be faid alſo 
of Poyſonous Animals; that they might not hurt us we are guarded with Dit- 
cretion, and ſome of themare their own Antidotes, as is ſeen in the Oil of 
Scorpions, and the uſeful Treacle which is made of Vipers. fo that we 
have no great reaſon to complain much of that harmfulneſs which by pru- 
dent care we may avoid, and whoſe cure doth grow ſo near to it. But ro end 
this conference,* Paſenantins, ſaid Bentivolis,l think that you and I ſhould * owe contrary 
ſuſpect rather that we are unskilful, then that things are uſeleſs, when we 99 7 9: 
know not to what purpoſes they are deſign'd ; and that it is more ingenu- 
ous to improve our Underſtanding by makingExperiments,then idely to cn- 
deavour to find a Fault where there is none but our Ignorance, a 

Thus, ſaid + A'icomachws, did Bentivelis conclude his Diſcourſe , which —_— 
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a One whoa» Engenius entertain'd with great delight : * Avtautmws heard it with a kind of 
rien '® TIndifference, becauſe it ſeem'd to carry a good ſhadow of Probability: Eur 
YR” Paſmnantias , according to his obſtinate humour, wouldnot believe it to be 
true, though he was not able to confute it. It grew ſomething late , and 

therefore Engenins defir'd Paſenantius and Amtantws to ſtay allnight. Paſes 

nantins excus'd himſelf, pretending that ſome important buſineſs urg'd him 

b 4n Athif, to wait upon ® Antithens that evening. Antantns accepted the invitation. 
When Paſenantius was gone, Engentus delir'd his Guelts to leave off their 
Philoſophy for a while, and to refreſh themſelves with a ſhort Supper, 

which was now ready. They walk'd in the Garden till it was ſet upon the 

Table. After Supper they took leave of each other for a night ; And becauſe 

It is now.late, added Nicomachns, if you pleaſe , let us do ſo too. The 

Company having expreſt the great content which they took in Bextivolty's 

e 4 divive Diſcourſes, and having thank'd Nicomachss for making the Rehearſal, « Theo- 
| zoe and © Irene conducted Urania to her Repoſe, and © Sympathns accompa= 


: > ance com. nied Nicomachas to his Chamber. | 

paiſionare The next day as they were walking all together in the Shades of that 
gh, Pleaſant Grove which joyns to * Theander's Gardens, and diverted them- 
ptr ſon. ſelves with various entertainments, they ſometimes expreſt a Reſentment of 


2 - Lover of & 4[orhinx?s condition,and reproach'd * Antitheus,and ſometimes complain'd 
h us 4rbez#, Of the abſence of Bentivolio and Amyntor. * Panaretus ſeeing that they were 
i M venous. ſo much the more griev'd, becauſe they ſaw this loſs ready to be compleated 
with the departure of the remaining Companions , endeavour'd to oppoſe 
their diſturbance thus. Since you know, ſaid he, that we are ſo appointed 
in this World, that our Felicities are often interrupted, let us not be troub» 
led at any thing which happens, as if we had not foreſeen it ; neither let us 
deprive our ſelves of that Happineſs which we may enjoy, by negleQing 
to improve the advantage of our preſent Converſation ;and by no means let 
us antedate the Diſquiet which will attend ourmutual Abſence, by allowing 
Melancholy to ſeize on us aforehand. And if you think it is a fin in us to 
k One who leave you,it is juſt that k Nicomachus ſhould ſuffer the firſt puniſhmene of it, 
conquers in fince he is come to call us away. If that will give you any fatisfaQtion, re- 
fight. plied Nicomachas, I will chearfully undergo what ſuch merciful Judges ſhall 
14 Divine pleaſe toappoint. Tthink, ſaid | Theonoe, we had beſt take it for pranted 
Mind, that it isa Sin, without diſputing the Caſe ; and fince N/zcomachus is ſo wil- 
ling tomake amends for doing us this ſuppos'd injury, if it were not a pre- 
ſumption for me to offer ar the pronouncing of his Sentence, I would cons 
demn him to the trouble of perfe&ing the relation of Bentivolis's Diſcourſes, 
m Degenerare in Theriagene. You have form'd his Cenſure much to our advantage, ſaid 
Beafis, n Irene; and as by yeſterday's experience we perceive of how faithful a 
n Fe8ces - Memory he is Maſter, we are well affur'd that he is able to diſcharge this 
Task. Yes,faid #{rania,and,if I on take the boldneſs to ſpeak in all our 
Names, Fhould freely declare that Nicomachas ſhall nobonly by this means 
expiate his Fault, but that his Patience will be ſohighly meritorious that ic 
ſhall obligeus all. Though I did eafily imagine, replied Nicomachas, con-, 
fidering the juſt Temper of thoſe who were to appoint what I ſhould ſuffer, 
that I ſhould not be condemn'd to any thing Intolerable : yet I did not ex- 
peathis kind of Penance, having endur'd it once already, and then diſco- 
ver'd ſo much of ImperfeQion, that I thought, if it were only to ſave your 
ſelves from the troubleſome exerciſe of your own Pity, you wou'd not be 
willing to ſee me ſuffer after that manner any more: Therefore I muſt intreat 


you toalter my Puniſhment, leſt you affli your ſelves, and a'ſo _— 
urther 
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further witneſſes of the wrongs which you force me to commir againſt Bez- 
tivolio. Denot you think toeſcape the Law with ſuch Pleas, anſwer'd Ura- 
zia ; you can commit no Fault againſt wy Brother by failing to recite ychat 
re did ſay, for want of Memory ; or, if you did, ybu areableto ſupply that 
defeft by the Excellency of your Wit: and I am apt to think that you have 
in ſeveral Paſſages conceal'd his Infirmity, pretending to have receiv'd from 
him what was your own. Iam oblig'd to you for his ſake ; but ſince you 
promis'd Obedience when you made us your Judges, ſubmit to your Cen- 
ſure, and be afſur*das to the Apprehenlion which you have for us , that all 
the Affliction which we ſhall endure by way of Sympathy will be Only to en- 
joy a great Pleaſure whilſt we hear you diſcourſe. I ſhould not, replied 
Nicomachus, make any more ObjeQions againſt my Duty, (for ſuch I eſteem 
whatſoever you are pleas'd to command me) but that beſides what I have 


told you already, I can remember nothing but the ſtory of * AnaxanatFon, * the King of 


which Eagenins, who had but an imperfect notice of it,requeſted Bexrivolio 4% 


torelate to him : and ſince you are acquainted with it already, I preſume 
that I am fairly excus'd from the Rehearſal. Do nor hope to ſave your ſelf 
thus, anſwer'd Theoxoe,nor believe that any Ingenuous Perſons can be weari- 
ed witha Story which js fill'd with the greateſt Accidents that ever hap- 
pen'd th the World, though they ſhould hear it often. As no other can e- 
qual it in the Importance of the Matter, ſo F make no doubt but that in Bex- 
tivolio's Narrative it is accommodated to a vety pleaſirg Method. ſee I gain 
nothing, ſaid Nicomachns, but loſs of Time by the Delay of my Obedience, 
I might have perform'd a good part of my Task if I had begun ſooner , and 
therefore I will make no more Excuſes. He proceeded thus. 

As Bentivolis and Engenins were walking one day in a Summer-Gallery, 
which was built after the manner of the Lyrew# where Ariſtotle convers'd 
with his Peripateticks,Eayentivs having heard Bentivolio in ſeveral Diſcours 
ſes make an honourable mention of AJnzuxtpatFon, and being not very well 
acquainted with his ſtory, defir'd Benzivolis to give him a fuller Informati- 
on concerning the Life of. that moſt Excellent Perſon. I would doit with all 
my heatt, ſaid Bent#wolio, if my Power were cotreſpondent to my Defire of 
your Satisfation. If An4xan4tFon would pleaſe to beſtow upon me Folts 
divine, (a favour which he is teported to have done the Prince of Edeſſs, 
when he pitied the diſability of the Painter whotii he ſent to take his Pi. 
Qure) it would beeafic for me to perform this Task by ſhewing you his fair 
Image. Whether it be true or no that theGlory which ray'd from Anexs- 
natton's Face dazel'd the forementien'd Painter, I do not know ; but I am 
ſure there are none who have ſeriotiſly contemplated his Incomparable Per- 
fe&ions, that can think they have a lufficient Skill to deſcribe his juſt Cha- 
racer, Some things in his Life are ſo great that they are roo big for the 
Capacity of ordinary Apprehenfions,and thoſt Heroical Pieces which do 
fill it upare ſo many, that it is difficult to ranember them all : Bur fince I 
have had the Happineſs to ſee ſome Memoires of his Life written by his 
Friends, who knew him by intimate Converſe froth the time of his publick 
Adons till his Death, I ſhall be able to make a Relation by which you will 
perceive that you never heard ſuch - cen 6 es of any other Perſon. Bur 
becauſe it will be too long, added Bextivelis, towalk till I can finiſh this 
Report, we will fit down, Hereupon the Company took their Seats, and 
Bentivolio began thus. 


The 
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Kg pri 7 he Hiſtory of * ANAXANACTON. 


Bere begins = FF Muſt firſt acquaint you with the manner of his Birth, which poflibly 

Diſcourſe con- }| will awake your Admiration, when I tell you that his Mother was a Vir- 

Cos 0b 8In 3 it being bur fit that he who was Lord of Nature, ſhould be born out of 

Explicatin 1ts Ordinary Courſe, This is ſomething ſtrange, I confeſs, ſaid Exgenins; 

om for it is a thing which hath no parallel] Example. Yes, it is ſtrange, reply- 

Excellene Go- Ed Bentivolis, but not at all incredible to you, Emgenins, or any elſe who + 

ſptt, acknowledgeth a God. How eaſily can he who fram'd al] things out of No- 

thing, make the Womb of a Virgin pregnant without the contact of two pro- 

lifick Sexes? or,if Conception be accompliſh'd according to the more com- 

mon Hypotheſis, it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that he who appointed 

ſuch rareeffedts to be produc'd in a way ſo unlikely, that none are able to 

oivea rational accompt of what they know to be done by it,can as eaſily do 

it by ſome other. This Truth was ſufficiently juſtified to all the World. 

Who ſhould doubt of it ? Jews or Gentiles ? The Mother was afſur'd of it 

by an Angel, and told how it ſhould be brought to paſs, leſt her Modeſty 

ſhould afterwards have taken offence at ſuch a ſtrange accident, HerCountry- 

men the Jews had no Reaſons to dis-believe that a man might be born of a 

Virgin, who knew by Revelation that the firſt Woman was made of a Rib, 

and whoſe Fathers ſaw Aaron's Rod long after it was cut from the Tree both 

Bloſſom and bear Almonds ; who were told by the Omnipotent God, that the 

Meſſiah, whom they had for many years expected, ſhould be the Son of a Vir- 

gin ; & were further aſſur'd that Anaxanator was he by a Quire of Angels, 

who, todo Honour to him as ſoon as he was born, celebrated his Incarnati- 

on with holy Carols,and being favour'd of God by an early Information to 

underſtand the great Concernments of his Nativity,did not only adore one 

whom they were commanded toreceive as their Prince, but did charitably 

make known to men the Happineſs which was befallen them by this Divine 

Off-ſpring of the Virgin-Mother. The Gentiles could not rationally'doubt 

of this great Truth, for a very conſiderable part of them who inhabited 

the Eaſtern World, by an Inſtrument ſutable to their way of Life had notice 

of his Birth ; for whilſt they were obſerving the face of the Heavens,by the 

peculiar Rays of a new Star devoted to this holy Uſe they were direGed to 

find him that was ſo ſtrangely born- As the Divine Benignity did thus take 

care to let them know the way to thatExcellent Perſon, in whoſeAppearance 

all the world was deeply concern'd,ſo this general notice being given them 

by ſuch extraordinary means, oblig'd them to helive what was told them 
particularly concerning the manner of his Birth. 

Thug by this firſt Intelligence given to the ſimple Shepheards and the 
learned eMagi God made Jnaxaxaon known betimes to the weakeſt and 
wiſeſt of Men : and yet, leſt any doubts ſhould remain in the minds of 
the ſcrupulous World concerning this point , Araxanatton took away all 
difficulties from their Belief, exceeding the Wonder of his Nativity by the 
Miracles which he perform'd after he was born, eſpecially after his Death ; 
and left none but the Malicious ſo ſtupid, as that they were not able to con- 
clude that he who could revive the dead with his Word, and raiſe himſelf 
out of a Grave after he had been buried three dayes, might eaſily begin 
his Life in the Womb of a Virgin, But ſince I muſt diſcourſe to you of that 


afterwards, I defire you at preſent only to think with your ſelf —_— 
Ince 
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ſince the Heavens were at this time adorn'd with new Luminaries, and the 
Celeſtial Inhabitants came down in viſibie ſhapes, and expreſs'd the No- 
bleneſs of their Ingenuity, congratulating the Proſperity of Men- with the 
ſweeteſt of Harmonies, an Honour never before equa!l'd was not done to 
the Nativityof this great Perſon, and that they were not high Prefignifica- 
tions of the Divine Quality and Excellent Actions of this mighty Prince, 
and evidences of his Heavenly Extrad& infinitely more Il![uſtrious then thoſe 
poor Inſtances which moſt would have admir'd as indubitable Preſages, thac 
is, if he had been born ſmiling, if his Incarnation had been attended with 
a Dance of Swans, if Bees had hiv'd themſelves in his Lips, or an Halcyon 
made her neſt in his Cradle. I find as much Reaſon to kelieve, as before I 
had to wonder, ſaid Eugenius ; only I defire you would let me know who 
wasthat Virgin-Mother ; for being honour'd with ſuch an Extraordinary 
Favour, I cannot but ſuppoſe ſhe was ſome very rare Perſon. <he was, 1c- 
plied Bentivolzo ; but her Excellency conſiſted in an Humble Piety and un- 
ſpotted Chaſtity. It's true, ſhe-was lineally dexiv'd from a Royal Family : 
bur that Relation was weaken'd by ſo many Diſcents, thar it was not much 
more conſpicious at ſuch a diſtance then the Diſtingion of Waters which 
proceed from ſeveral Rivulets when they are blended in the Sea; neither did 
ſhe challenge any greater Honour from.that Oxiginal thenany poor manway 
claim as being deſcended from Noh, nor God. ynake any other uſe of the 
Pedegree then to verifie his own Predictions. But this is no wonder; for 
God having deſign'd to glorifie Humility by the Incarnation of his Son, and 
to diſparage thoſe vain Eſtiwations which are bottom'd upon High Paren- 
tage, Noble Titles and vaſt Poſſeſſions, he ſent him into the World deveſted 
of theſe Ornawents,and obſcur'd his truer Greatneſs with the Meanneſs of 
2 poor Eitate,though indeed that was appointedas a foil of his afrer-Glory, 
which was ſhut up in this Cloud like the Sun-beams in Curcains of Cryſtal. 
For, beſides the foremention'd Adoratians which were pay'dhimby Angels, 
and the Luſtre which was added to his Birth by a new-made Star, Almighty 
God at his Baptiſm own'd him for his Son by a Voice ſounding from Heaven 
equally loud with Thunder, (which he repeated twice afterward)and com- 
manded the World to obey him as their Univerſal Lord, the Holy Spirit de- 
ſcending from the Celeſtial Regions, and reſtingupon him as the true Lover 
of Souls, inthe Formof a Dove. | 7 24 | 

What was the meaning of this Solemnity ?. ſgid Engenzas..,, ] will tell 
you, anſwer'd Bextivolio ; but to make you underſtand this-Myſtery more 
fully, I muſt acquaint you witha piece of anancient Story, When Mankind 
apoſtatiz'd from their Creator, and wereafraid of being eteznally undone 
with the execution of the Puniſhment which was, conditionally threatned , 
the God of Mercy being unwilling that the Folly of his Creatures ſhould. be 
their Ruine, took compaſſion of their Miſeries and declar'd that he would 
not purſue his Right to their Deftrudtion ; and to ſuppoyr their Lite by 
Hope be promis'd in due time to ſend one who ſhonld wake up the Unhappy 
Breach, aſſire his Good will, and give Men afull knowledge of the Happi- 
neſs to which they were reſtor'd. After ſeveral Ages had paſt, in which ig 
pleas'd God to conniveat the Sins of the fooliſh World, for the ſake of his 
Promiſe, he ſent Anaxanatfon, born after the manner which. I have before 
deſcrib'd ; who when hecame did ſoon approve himſelf to be that Benign 
Saviour whom the coinmon Father of the Creation had deſign'd to undertake 
the Reſtauration of the-laps'd World, | 

I beſeech you, ſaid Engenins, tell us how * Anaxapaton yerified that 
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great Title ; foras the Appellation is magnificent , ſo our beſt Concern- 
ments ſeem to be included in it. You ſhall underſtand this preſently, an- 
ſwer'd Bentivelio, When that Divine Perſon, who exiſted eternally in the 
Boſom of his Almighty Father, was pleas'd to appear upon this poor Globe 
for the Accompliſhment of the foremention'd Promiſes, to do an unſpeak- 
able Honour to our forlorn Nature, he cloath'd himſelf with Humane Fleſh, 
and united that Life to Immortality which was condemn'd to die for Diſo- 
bedience. When Divinity was thus embodied, he which dwelt before in 
the Splendors of inacceſſible Light, deſcended and became viſible in the 
lower Regions,and thoſe who had the Happineſs to behold him were ſtruck 
with the Brightneſs of his Diviner Rayes, by which he was as clearly re- 
veal'd as the frailty of Mortal Eyes could bear; and they perceiv'd that God 
had now fram'd for himſelf an Earthen Tabernacle, and diſdain'd not to - 
converſe familiarly with Men, having veil'd the Majeſty of his Glorious 
Preſence in a Pody like their own. 

Here Zugentss interpoſing, told Bentivolio that this ſeem'd more ſtrange 
then the firſt pieceof his Story ; and that it was more difficult to believe 
that God ſhould become a Man, then that a Virgin ſhould be a Mother, TI 
did ſuppoſe, replied Bertivelio,that you would wonder at the Myſtical ſenſe 
of my laſt words, neither wou!d I have you think that 1 am able to give you 
a full Explication of ſo deepa Verity : But I muſt te!] you, that though 
God hath made Religion Venerable by the Incomprehenfibleneſs of ſome 
pieces of it, yetno Article of our Creed is Incredible becauſe we do not 
perfe&ly underſtand every Point;it being a rational ſatisfaQion to our minds 
that we believe only what God hath ſaid, and our Faith is as well ſecur'd 
in theſe Inſtances as our Knowledge is in many things which we take for 
granted, though we are not able to givean exa& account of them to a Curie 
ous Enquirer, Who can explain thenature of Time, and reſolve all the 
Doubts which ariſe from the conſideration of Place ? Who can fo us the 
Original Springs of Motion? Why ſhould any Man ſtumble at the Myſtical 
Union of God with Humanity , when he conſiders the inexplicable Con- 
nexion of the Soul with a Body, or the ſtrange Adheſion of Matter to Matter? 
Sitice we know not how our Soul doth at pleaſure move ſo diſtindly the 
various parts of this rare Machine our Body, why ſhould we be offended 
that God, having told us many eafie Truths which we are to believe, and 
given us many plain Precepts whoſe Obedience is necefſary , ſhould alſo 
command us to give credit to ſome higher Articles, where our Duty is hum- 
ble Faith-and devout Admiration 7 | 

T am very well ſatisfied with this Anſwer, ſaid Eugenius, neither do I 


deſire rudely to uncover what God hath been pleas'd to hide ; but I beſeech 


you togoon, and let us know what this Divine Perſon was pleas'd to reveal 
concerning the Deſign of his Incarnation. Twill, replied Bextivolio. The 
firſt good news which he publiſh'd was, That the Merciful Creator was 
willing to forgive the World that great Debt which they were not able to 
pay, and that the Moſt Good God, who had been ingratefully abus'd, had 
of his own benign Diſpoſition ſent an Offer of Pardon , and to ſhew men - 
the Reality of his Good will had made the Terms of Reconciliation eaſe ; 
and that they might come to treat he had appointed fnaxanator to be a Me» 
diator between Him and Them, who to afſure them of his beſt Aſſiſtance 
told them that he would negotiate the buſineſs of their Peace, and both in- 
tercede for them with Almighty God, and, ſince the Divine Authority was 


notoriouſly affronted by Mens Tranſgrefſions, he would out of his Love to 
Humanity 
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Humanity ofler himſelf as an Explatory Sacritice for their Offences, and © 
prevent their deſerv'd Ruine, and as far as it was poſſible repair the Divine 
Honour, by putting the higheſt diſparagement upon Sin, whilſt he declar*d 
to all the World chat he thought it better that the Lord of Life ſhould die , 
then ſuch a baſe thing as Diſobedieuce ſhould not be condemn'd,endeavou- 
ring by this means to deſtroy it, having us'd ſuch a cogent Motive to reduce 
Sinners to their due Obedience, 

This was a noble Undertaking (faid Emgenrrs,) andas I am attoniſh'd at 
the Rehearſal of ſucha ſtrange Aﬀecion, 101 am ſurpriz'd with an extraor- 
dinary Joy, becauſe I underſtand by this Relation ro whom I am otiig'd for 
wy Happineſs. I did ever make my humble Prayers to God as.a moſt Mer- 
ciful Power; but I knew not till now which way he would expreſs his Be- 
nignicy. However you have not yet faid, continued Exgerms how far the 
Divine Goodneſs was pleas'd to accept this Intercetſion for the benefit of 
Sinners. I wil tell you, ſaid Beztzvolio: This moſt worthy Mediator ob- 
tain'd that Men ſhould neither be denied the Grace of Repentance, nor the 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins upon their penitent Return to their Dury. This, was 
a high Favour, ſaid Exgenms, and the Condeſcenſion as great-as Men could 
deſire. It is moſt juſt that Sinners ſhould repent, ,for it is moſt Irrational 
to ſin; all Diſobedience being rooted 1n Folly and Ingratitude: tut that God 
would pardon diſingenuous perſons upon their Repentance, and not inflict 
Puniſhment upon ſuch as challeng'd him todo it, 1s ſo rare an Expreſſion of 
the Divine Clemency, that it was worthy of the Mediation of. God's Son 
to obtain it. But ſince we have troubled you ſo far., faid Eipenine, COn- 
tinuing his Diſcourſe to-Bextivolio, T pray you let us underſtagd what Or- 
ders 4naxanattos commanded his Subjects to obſerve, and which he made 
the Conditions of their Hope, and the Trials of their ſincere Submiſliqn, 
I will ſatisfie your demand, replied Bextiwolro; and whillt I doſo, I muft 
let you know that Azaxanatorn's Inſtitutions are innobled with ſucha coms 
prehenfive Prudence, that they infinitely excell the beſt Rujes which were 
ever written by the moſt Famous Law-givers. There is no.Capacity for the 
improvement whereof Mankind needs Advice, which he hath got accommoy 
dated with an infailible Guidance. ft being the principal Concernment of 
Rational Creatures to worſhip their God in ſuch a Mode as: ig acceptable 
to the Divine Nature, he hath lefc us an incomparable Draught of Religion , 
by which he hath ſupplied the Defects of all that were before it , and hath 
made this ſo abſolutely perfe&,that it is not capable of Melioration by any 
ſucceſſive Thoughts. It is well known how poor a thing the Pagan Superſhiti- 
on was in the beſt Pieces of it, and how baſe in the worſt. Ir pitied Azax- 
anatton, the true Lover of Humane Souls, to ſee them adore ſome things 
for which, as being beneficial toMen,they wereoblig'd only to give thanks 
to him which made them Good ; and to ſee them not only proſtrate them- 
ſelves before others worſe then themſelves, but to make Gods of thoſe 
Creatures which are thrult into the loweſt rank of Being ; and in many Na- 
tions both to offer Prayers and Euchariſts to the Names of Men, who were 
fo infamous for bold Wickedneſs that they had juſtified the higheſt ſorts of 
Villany with barbarous praGices;and alfo t:- worſhip malicious Spirits,not 
only commonEnemies to our Nature, but which chiefly expreſs'd their hatred 
toit by making that Religion in which they were acknowledg'd the greateſt 
. Miſery of their Worſhippers, both whilſt they conumanded them to offer 
their own bloud to appeale their devilliſh wrath,and expos'd them to mutual 
ſcorn by obſcene Rites, having given them order to celebrate theirFeſtiva's 
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with wild Curſitations of Naked Women, and immodelt Dances of Laſ- 
civious perſons, and having made their more reciuſe Myſteries the exer- 
ciſe of all Unnatural Laſt, that is, forc'd Mankind to honour them by do- 
ing the greateſt Diſhonour which was poſſible, to it ſe:f, All the Compenſa- 
c10n which they receiv'd for theſe baſe ſubmiſſions being only a Mockery of 
vain Promiſes deliver'd by abſtruſe Oracles : and yet they were grown ſo 
ſtupid that they did not think themſelves much deluded,becauſe the falſhood 
was cover'd with ambiguous Phrafes ; and they comforted themſelves when 
they were cheated, that they were able to defend their Idol, that is, had 
ſo much wit as to conſtrue the Deluſion in the contriv'd ſenſe, which was 
- Y as a cover to their Gog's Ignorance , and an Inſtrument of their 

uſe, 
* Anaxanattonutterly aboliſh'd this rude Heatheniſin, and deliver'd Hu- 
manity from ſuch execrable Obſervations : and having conſider'd alſo ano= 
ther ſort of Religionus'd in one part of theWorld,which though it was free 
from ſuch deteſtable Cuſtoms, yet perceiving it obſcur'd with Shadows,de- 
feive in ſome neceſſary Rules, redundant in the Obſervation of things 
which are neither good norbad in their own Natures ; that the main ſenſe 
of its moſt uſeful Precepts was corrupted with falſe Gloſſes, and the whole 
economy ſo Or External Rites that it was intolerable to the 
greateſt lovers of nies that ever were in the World, who at laſt 
could not but complain of the Number and Weight of unprofitable Ordi- 
nances, being pain'd with Circumciſion, exhauſted with coſtly Sacrifices, 
wearied with long Journeys, troubled with nice DiſtmEions of Meats, and 
diſtrated with curious Modes of bodily Worſhip ; out of his deep com- 
miſeration of their ſad Eftate he diſmiſs'd this unuſeful trouble,and appoint» 
ed a moſt proper Service, commanding Men to offer themſelves to God a 
ReaſonableSacrifice inſtead of Bulls and Goats, to make Oblations not gf 
the bloud of dead Beaſts, but the obedient Faith of Living Perſons, to a- 
dore him with thenobleſt Aﬀe&ions of their Souls, and to lay upon his Al- 
tar the Humility of a Reſign'd Will, to make a Holy Mind his Temple, and 
to embelliſh it with rais'd Apprehenfions of his Divine Nature, and deep 
Reſentments of his Omnipreſent Goodneſs, and in this ſacred Oratory to 
offer up daily Prayers and thankful Acknowledgments, an Incenſe moſt ac- 
ceptable, being preſented by ſuch as he alſo taught to devote the Series of 
their whole Life to the Divine honour. Thus Anaxaradon having laid a= 
ſide thoſe meaner Duties which bad men could perform as well as others, 
and by which 4 uſually endeavour'd to makea Compenſation for their 
Vices, he pluck'd up that Thorny Hedge, which being planted at firſt only 
to ſecure the Jewes from the Heathens Sins, was wade uſe of now to exclude 
all their Neighbours from their Charity ; and form'd his Goſpel into a Ra- 
tional Worſhip, in which having inſtructed Men to ſerve God with natural 
expreſſes of an Ingenuous Simplicity, he broke that heavy yoke which not 
only tired Humane Nature with the Portage of an exceſſive Weight, bur 
pinch'd it alſo witha diſagreeable Form. That which Anaxanatton put in- 
tothe room of it is ſo light and well-fitted to our Necks,that Good men take 
no leſs pleaſure in the bearing of it then a Porter would feel in a convenient 
Load of Jewels put upon his back with this condition, that if he carry them 
home they ſhall be his own. 

For now Men find themſelves not only ſatisfied by the wiſe Counſels of 
Anaxanatton in reference to their Divine Affairs, but alſo rarely directed in 


order to their Civil Negotiations ; he having ſhew'd them by a moſt com- 
pendiqus 
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pendious, yet very plain, Method, how to ſecure and advance their private 
and publick Intereſts. His Injunctions require the Obſervation of an ex- 
a& Righteouſneſs, and he hath made the greateſt Charity an indiſpenſable 
Law to his Subjegs. He hath exalted Juſtice tothe higheſt pitch, for he 
made mens ownExpeGations of what they would have done to themſelvs the 
only Meaſure of what they ſhould do to others in the ſame Caſes, He made 
the Bounds of Charity ſo large, that no miſerable perſon 1s excluded from 
the benefit of it. He hath charg'd thoſe who pretend to his Diſcipline ne- 
ver to hope for that favour with him which they do not ſhew to others. And 
leſt the pradice of this Divine Vertue ſhould bediſturb'd with the Injuries 
which he knew wou!d await it in the converſation of diſingenuous people , 
he forbad them all Revenge except the noblelt ſort of it, Forgiveneſs. He 
guarded the Chaſtity of Single life with ſtri& Precepts, and permitted nor 
the Honour of Marriage to be ſullied with Polygamy , nor defeated with 
peeviſh Divorces. In ſhort, he did ſv fully comprehend all the Offices of 
Humane Life in the Brevity of his wiſe Rules, that the Chriſtian Church was 
the only Example which the World could ſhew of an excellent Society of 
men : It being impoſſible that by any other Principles there ſhould be ſuch 
benign Governours, ſuchobedient Subjects, or ſo loving Neighbours. None 
are ſo powerfully reſtrain'd froman unjuſt Invaſion of the Rights of others 
a his Servants, who are commanded upon many occaſions to contemn that 
which they may lawfully call their own. No ſuch care is taken by any other 
Law-giver of the Reputation upon which Men ſet ſo high a value as by Him, 
for he hath ſecur'd their Good Names among all his Diſciples, which are 
not falſe to rheir Profeſſion, both againſt open Reproches and ſecret Calum- 
ny. Indeed the Rules of his Politie are ſo excellently fram'd, that if they 
were invio.ably obſerv'd, all Orders of Men would contribute to the ge- 
neral Advantages of Humane Society ; the Wiſdom of God, which ſeems 
to be obſcur'd in the Unequal Conditions of Men, would be made conſpi- 
cuous ; and that univerſal Peace which is now only wiſh'd, would then be 
enjoy'd, and ſecur'd againſt Inteſtine Sedition and Forein War. 

You will eafily imagine, proceeded 'Bentivolio, that AnaxanaFon having 
made his Subjeds truly Religious to their God, and very amicable to all 
their Relatives, he did not leave them deſtitute of any particular Accom- 
pliſhmene belonging to the perfe&ion of a private-Capacity, He did ſo 
plainly teach men to know themſelves, and ſoſtridly to regulate the Exor- 
bitancy of their Natural Appetites, that they muſt wilfully negle& his 
DireQions if they be not highly Prudent, ſeverely Temperate, and truly 
Modeſt. He hath made a ſtrong Defence againſt the deſires of Vain-glory , 
having taught them no more to regard the trivial Applauſes of the World 
then men value the jingling noiſe of Childrens Rattles. He hath ſet themar 
liberty from the Oppreſſion of anxious Cares, by dired&ing them to place 
their Treaſure in Celeſtial Hopes, and as to other matters to imitate the 
thoughtleſs life of Birds and Flowers. Whilſt they entertain their Minds 
with noble Enquiries, they are rewarded for their hearty endeavours with 
the poſſeſſion of Divine Wiſdom; and when they do contemplate thoſe noble 
ViRories which by Obedience to Holy Rules they have obtain'd over their 
ſenſual Appetites, they pleaſe themſelves in the Peace which they have made 
with themſelves, and rejoyce inthe Teſtimony of a good Conſcience which 
reſults from the conſideration of a well-govern'd Life; and to conclude 
this part of my Story, they beſtow as much of their time as they can borrow 
from the preparation of their Souls for an Immortal Happineſs, upon ſuch 
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worthy AGions as expreſs the power of thelr generous Principles, by which 
the common Intereſt of Mankind is ſerv'd, and which deſervedly refle& up- 
on their Authors an honourable Reputation. And now by this which I have 
briefly reported you may perceive, ſaid Bextivolto, that this great Phyſici- 
an of Souls came not to palliate,but cure, the diſeaſes of Humane Nature;not 
to cover but heal, the Infirmities of the Degenerate World ; his Dodtrines 
being the Models of ſuchan exalted Vertue, rhat they make thoſe who en- 
tertain them with a ſincere Obedience pofſefſours of ſuch Accompliſhments - 
as are ſcarce talk'd of in other Books. 

I muſt confeſs, replied Exgerius, you have ſet before us a fair Draught 
of very noble Inſtitutions : and though I cannot but perceive that they are 
accommodated to the univerſal Good of Mankind, agreeable to all Places, 
and at no Time unſeaſonable ; yet they do fo far exceed the ſtrict Rigour of 
Vulgar Laws, and are ſo far rais'd above the pitch of Humane Cuſtoms, that 
I wonder they were ever entertain'd in the World. You will not wonder 
much, ſaid Bentivolto, if you will have the Patience to know with what po- 
tent Motives Anaxanatton perſwaded their Reception. He made his own 
Life a juſt Example of his Rules, demonſtrated that he brought his Do- 
arine from Heaven by the Miracles which he perform'd, promis'd an Eter- 
nal Happineſs as the Reward of ſuch as would undertake to follow his Foot- 
ſteps ; and'being barbarouſly murther'd by a vile Generation who were up- 
braided with his Vertues, he appear'd again in Life within three dayes, and 
after a while before a great Multitude of SpeQatours aſcended into the Ce- 
leftial Regions, to take poſſeſſion of Immortal Glory in his own and their 
names. 'But theſe things'are ſo conſiderable (ſaid Beytivolio, making a 
kind of Interruption to himſelf ) that I nuſt crave leave to diſcourſe them 
in more words. | 

- The moſt prudent Araxanatton knowing that the Example of Eminent 
Perſons had a mighty Influence upon all Beholders ; and that thoſe Precepts 
are ſeldom regarded which are difparag'd by the contradiory Pradtice of 
ſuch as give then, - did therefore prudently make his own Converſation an 
exa& Reſemblance of his umparallel'd Rules : Infomuch that whilſt heliv'd, 
Goodneſs ſeetr'd to have defcended from her Heavenly Manſion, and be- 
came viſible to/Mortal Eyes, and by the Luſtres of Divinity ,, which was 
now incattate, they ſaw Piety re-inthron'd , Righreouſneſs reſtord, Cha- 
rity glorified;and all the parts of a Holy Life vindicated from the Contempe 
which was pit upon it by the Rudeneſs of that baſe Generation with whom 
he convers'd; 'And the truth is, Empenzus, he was fo lively a Pourtraiture 
of 'the higheſt Vertue, that he onut-ſhin'd the moſt TIluſtrious Heroes that 
are nam'd ih Hiſtory; and their Actions were ſo far ſhort of his both in 
diſtin&tion 6f' Quality, and the Number of ſuch as were Excellent, that 

appearat the firſt view to have been only ſome little things done by men 
of petty Tetwpers, when they are put mro Compariſon with the rare Pro- 
duds of hisnoÞble Spirit.He deſpis'd that poor Glory which many of thoſe 
ſo magnified-Herves made the only end of all their Aﬀtions. Anaxanaiton 
_ 2 tre Lover of God,and having a perfe& knowledge of his Infinite 
Wiſdom, depended intirely upon his pleaſure, and referr'd his whole Un- 
dertaking to his Honour, 'never relifhing that delight which low Souls take 
in their owrySelf-will,nor admitting thoſe vain Applanſes by which arroganc 
perſons nouriſh their Pride.He trampled upon Senſual Pleaſures : the dull 
allurements of Fleſhly Luſt were not able to take any hold of him, who came 


to expreſs an Angelical Life in a Humane Body, neither could the ſtrongeſt 
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Tentations make the leait breach in his Deportment, which was to be the 
Standard of unſpotted Purity. He was fo carefully Juſt,that he was never 
accus'd of doing the leaſt Wrong ; neither indeed wou!d he everengage him- 
ſelf in thoſe Affairs of worldly life which uſually adminiſter plauſible ſuſpi- 
cions of Unrighteouſneſs,and of which they are common!y occafions. Cove- 
tous Defires could find no Harbour in that Divine Breaſt, which knew the 
Contempribleneſs of thoſeTrifles by which ordinary Morals are firſt blind- 
ed and then takenCaptives,and for which they ſtupidly admire theirThra!- 
dom. Ambition could find nothing to tempgt him whom ſhe perceiv'd to 
devote his whole Life to the Glory of the Erernal Father. You will eafil y 
imagine that he had no great Apprehealion of thoſe things which vulgar O- 
pinion hath render'd formidable': he contenn'd the deſpicableneſs of Po- 
verty ; he ſeem'd not to feel the pain of Faſting ; he took in good part the 
abufts of Ingrateful Relatives ; he did not much trouble himſe:/f ro wipe off 
the ſlurs of falſe Accuſations which were fram'd to obſcure the Luſtre of his 
Sanity with Imputations of unjuſt Freedow, and to leffen the Glory ofhis 
Miraculous Actions with the pretence of Magical Affiſtances. As he perpe- 
rually contemn'd thoſe worldly Intereſts which wake men unwilling to 
chink of Mortality,ſo with a molt ſerene Patience he accoſted Death, though 
it met him attended with all unhandſome Circumſtances : for after a moſt 
opprobrious Trial he was condemn'd to be crucified between two Thieves; 
and yet, as if he had been unconcerrd in his own Cafe, he neither attemp- 
red any Reſcue, which could eaſily have been made,from thoſe who guard- 


ed him, nor undertook the defence of his Cauſe where an Anſwer was as; 


eaſie, his Accuſers being deſticute of any Teitimony againſt him excepr 
their own Malice, and the Judge ſo ſatisfied concerning his Innocence, that 
he was forc'd to abſolve him before he condemny'd him, and declar'd that 
he pronounc'd the Sentence againſt him and his own Conſcience, both at 
once, But Anaxarnatton,as before he eſteem'd/it a fma!l matter to be harm- 
teſs unleſs he was alſo beneficial, when he could do no more ſervice to the 
World by his Life, he willingly laid it down to become, as I told you be- 
fore, a Propitiatory Sacrifice not only for his Friends, but his Enemies , 
not excepting his Murtherers ; and, mingling his Prayers with his Bloud , 
beſought his-Father that his Death might bea means of Eternal Life to thoſe 
who kill'd him, offi 

Whilſt Bentivolio ſpoke theſe words, ſaid Nicomachus, I obſerv'd the 
Tears run down the cheeks of Eugenins; who,after he had ſetled his Paſſian, 
proceeded thus, turning to Bentivolio, I muſt confeſs that I never heard 


of any other in whom lnncence, Charity, and Prudence were ſo united , 


whom Fortitzde and all the proper Qualities of a Generous Spirit did ſo in- 
noble; and I cannot but think that thoſe who convers'd with him entertain'd 
the higheſt thoughts of his Divine Perſon, and gave all Reverence to his 
Heavenly Doarine : þut I muſt entreat you to let us know what other Aſ- 
ſurance he gave that he was ſent from God,” I was going to ſhew you, 
replied Berntivolio, that his Example was not more Venerable then the 
Proofs by which he afferted his —_— were unqueſtionable. As ſoon a5 
he began to diſcover himſelf to the World, he was publickly honour'd with 
the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, of which I told you before, and 4s he, 
being accompanied with ſome of his Friends, went up one day to a Moun- 
tain well known in P_ which I remember is call'd 7. » he was 
transfigured intoa Celeſtial Form; his Body was ſo incircl'd with ſplendid 
Rayes, that his Veſtment ſhin'd, and Moſes and Elizs, one the great 

Miniſter 
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Miniſter of the Law, theother the moſt famous of the Prophets,came down ' 
from their Ethereal Habitations to do Homage to him ; and, as they went 
away, leaving the World to the Condud of that better Goſpel which he 
was tO promulgate, a voice from Heaven now the ſecond time confirm'd 
his Commiſſion, and requir'd Mankind to obey him as their only Maſter, 
Thus nobly was Anaxanaton recominended to the World when he made his 
firſt Entries upon a publick life; and as he proſecuted the Execution of his 
holy Office, he was alwaies accompanied with a Divine Preſence, which 
put a Majeſty into his Diſcourſes far above any thing which his Hearers 
could obſerve in their own authentick Dofors ; all his Speeches juſtified 
themſelves and the Speaker. Their Rabbies, notwithſtanding the deadly ha- 
tred which they had for his Perſon, could not but admire the extraordi- 
nary Wiſdom which ſhin'd from his Soul whilſt he ſpoke; and which they 
could no more imitate then a Novice in Letters can equal the Eloquence of 
Cicero. | 

The Devil, that grand Patron of Envy, had ſoon taken notice of this Ex 
cellent Perſon, and was unſpeakably vex'd to ſee Humane Nature rais'd to 
ſuch a ſtrange height ; and he was much afraid that he ſhould no longer be 
able to keepunder thoſe whom he had till now too ſucceſsfully endeavour'd- 
to depreſs: however, reſolving to try his fortune , he preſently chal- 
leng'd Anaxanaton to a fingle Combat in a loneſome Wi!derneſs, where 
he hoped to diſcourage him with the horrours of Solitude, to affright 
him with the neighbourhood of Wild Beaſts, and to weaken him with the 
defe@ of thoſe ordinary Supplies by which our bodily life is ſupported, 
and attempted with all his Arts to bring him down from that ſacred Rock 
in which he ſaw his ſtrength was plac'd, viz. His Hope in God. But when he 
found him above the Tentation of Senſual Reliſhes, not capable of being 
entangl'd with promiſes of Riches, nor ſubjed ro the feebleneſs of an over- 
weening Phancie, he flung down his Arms and fled, ro his ſhame' perceiv- 
ing that he had been more bold then wiſe,and was infinitely perplex'd fince 
by a moſt undeſirable Experiment he was affur'd that he was to expe& now 
another-gueſs Antagoniſt than the firſt Adam ; and encreas'd his Torments 
with the fears which heentertain'd, and by which he too truly preſag'd the 
loſs of his Uſurp'd Dominion. For this Vicory was but a prelude to 
Anaxanatfon's future Succeſſes , who had frequent occaſions to renew his 
Quarrel with this ſort of Adverſaries by reaſon of the conſtant Reſidence of 
* Aſmodeus and his Complices in the Country where Azaxanadon was born, 
which they had in a great meaſure ſubdued to their Obedience ; and where 
they gave diligent Attendance leſt they ſhould be diſpoſſeſs'd by this po- 
tent Prince. Some of thoſe cruel practices by which they expreſs'd their 
malicious Power gave a fair opportunity to AnaxanatFon to make himſelf 
known ; For that great + Abadadon, and thoſe deſperate Legions his Fellows 
devils, having receiv'd a permiſſion to infli& ſome ſort of Puniſhments upon 
apoſtate Humanity, took a baſe pleaſure in —_— the Bodies of Men and 
Women with painful Diſeaſes, in diſturbing their Underſtandings by indi- 
ſpoſing their Brains,and rendring them ridiculous and troubleſome to their 
Neighbours by extravagant Deportments. 

This merciful Prince well knowing the unreaſonable Malice of theſe 
damn'd Spirits, (for they tormented thoſe whom they had made to fin)and 
being fairly invited to ſhew the Authority which was given to him for quite 
contrary uſes, as the rightful Lord of the World he commanded theſe im- 


pudent Vaſſals to be gone, to leave off this Deviliſh Trade , and _ in- 
eſting 
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feſting thoſe places which the Saviour of Mankind had choſen for his abode. 
The muttering Fiends obey'd, and tremblingat theſight of their Judge, en- 
treated him, that beſides this diſiniiſion he would not add to their preſent 
or accelerate their future Torments; 

Anaxanaiton, to ſhew that he came not into the World only as the Devil's 
Enemy, bur the general Friend of Mankind, expreſs'd his affe&ionate Aſ- 
liſtance in reference toall their Neceſlities,and verified his Sacred Office by 
a conſtant performance of berieficial Miracles ; ſometimes feeding wany 
thouſands of hungry people who travell'd far to ſeek the Cure of their Di- 
ſeaſes, whom whilſt he heal'd and nouriſh'd;he did at once in two Inſtances 
ſhew both his God-like Pity and Divine Power. His Patients (ſhall I call 
them, or his Gueſts?) could not but ſay, If this benot He, it is in vain 
to expe any other Saviour ; for, when he comes, will he be ableto do more 
then multiply our Bread with his Word, and to diminiſh our Pains withour 
any other Medicine ? But, as if the curing of the Sick were not a ſufficient 
demonſtration of his Divinity, he rais'd the dead alſo, and indeed gave ſo 
many ſatisfaGions to Men, that they had no more ſorts of Proofs to demand. 
Which way ſhall Onnipotent Wiſdom give Teſtimony to the Truth which 
his Meſſengers deliver , if Miracles be no Aſſurance z And what Wonders 
would content us, if we think it is but a ſinall matter to create Food, to 
reſtore Health, to return Life, only with ſpeaking of a Word? and 
though the laſt inſtance of his Divine Power was liable to be queſtion'd by 
thoſe who, being careleſly Incredulous or wilfully Malicious,might pretend 
to think that no ſtrange thing was perform'd, ſince they were not affur'd that 
thoſe Perſons were dead whom he was reported to have made to live the ſe- 
cond time, he juſtified this and all his former Miracles, as leſſer things; by 
one ſo great that it is beyondall Reaſonable exception. For when his in- 
veterate Enemies had nail'd him toa Croſs, (which they were permitted 
to accompliſh, not for the Satisfadtion of their own Cruelty, but for the 
Reaſon which I fore-mention'd , and for which Villany they were ſevere- 
ly puniſh'd ) his Death was accompanied with wonderful Accidents; for 
the Veil of the Jewiſh Temple , which guarded the moſt Holy place fram 
common Eyes, was rent from the Top to the Bottom,and ſhew'd both that 
the hidden meaning of the Moſaick Diſcipline was now reveal'd, and that 
a free Acceſs into God's Preſence was allow'd to Mankind by the Death of 
this great Mediator, who by this Oblation enter'd into the true Heavens as 
a fore-runner for all good Men. The Earth quak'd, the Rocks were broke 
in pieces, the Tombs open'd, the Dead came forth of their Graves ; ſig- 
nifying plainly that the Lord of Life was Crucified , by whoſe bloud the 
Dead ſhould be reſtor'd to Life. The Sun put on a Robe of Darkneſs by 
an Eclipſe naturally impoſſible, and the whole Heavens in juſt ſympathy 
veſted themſelves with Sables ; whilſt obſerving Aſtronomers, who knew 
that this Defe& of Light was not caus'd by the ordinary Interpoſition of 
the Moon , concluded that the moſt noble Luminary ſuffer'd in Myſtical 
Sympathy with ſome great Aﬀfidion which either Nature or its Author at 
that time endur'd. And after they had thus taken away the Life which 
they unjuſtly hated, and made ſure, as they thought of his dead Body by 
putting their chief Governours Seal upon his Tomb-ſtone, and ſet a guard 
of Souldiers to watch his Corps, he roſe out of his Coffin, as he pro- 
mis'd, the third day, roll'd away the Stone which was the Door of his Pri- 
ſon, and went forth without asking leave of Pilate's Goalers, and left his 
Miniſters the good Angels to fright his Keepers from their vain employ- 

ment, 


144 


Bentivolio and U]:ania. book VI. 


ment, and to aſiure his Vidory over Death to his od Friends, who he 

knew would not fail to perform what further Obſequies belong'd to his Fu- 

neral ; to ſome of which he himſelf preſently appear*d alive, both to re- 

quite the Conſtancy of their Love, and to ſtrengthen the Weakneſs of 
their Faith. But judging thoſe few not Witnefles enough of ſo Important, 
an A&ion, nor one Vulit a ſuſficieat Proof of ſo great an Accident, he 

ſhew'd himſelf to his Apoſtles many times, and once made himſclf viſible 

to five hundred Specatours, who had not only leave to touch himand to talk 

with him, but he continued his Converſe as long as his being upon Earth 

was needful to confirm the Pelief of his Diſciples. Then having other Af-. 
fairs to negotiate for them in Heaven, he aft cended in their ſight, to receive 
that Glory which was the due Reward of his humble Obedience, and to 
teach his Followers to aſpire after his Preſence in thoſe Celeſtial Regions , 

where he a{ſur'd them that a place ſhould be provided for all that were 0- 
bedient to his Counſel. 

i muſt confeſs now, ſaid Exugenins,you have given ſuch a ſatisfactory Ac- 
compt of this Generous Prince, that inſtead of the Doubts which I cnter- 
tain'd at the beginning of your Diſcourſe, I am ſurpriz'd with an Adwmira- 
tion of the whole Story, and I think it not more Extraordinary in any part, 
then Rational in the Contexture of the whole; and the aſſurance which is 
produc'd ininy Mind concerning the Truth of this Relation,makes me ſup 
poſe that ſome ſtrange things happen'd upon Earth after Azaxayatron's Af 
cent into Heaven ; and but that I have been more then ſufficiently trouble- 
ſomealready,I ſhould willingly underſtand by your means what ſucceſs his 
Goſpel had in the World. - If you had not made thib demand, replied Bentie 
volio, I ſhould have perform'd what you defire, this-being aipart of my 
Story, in which the Accidents are ſo conſiderable,” that they are very well 
worth your Knowledge, and bear ſuchan important Relation to the Whole, 
that they area clear Demonſtration of its Truth. Anaxanador having at his 
departure commanded his Servants to ſtay at Hiersſ#em, (then one of the 
moſt Noble Cities in the World)and there to await his further Orders con» 
cerning their future AGions, after a few dayes, when they were all Aſ- 
ſembled in one large Room, accompanied with many worthy *Perſons 
who were true Lovers of this good Prince, 4Anaxanadton, according to 
the Promiſe which he made at his Tranſlation, ſent a Divine Spirit , who 
deſcending with a noiſe much like the bluſtering of a violent Wind , ap- 
pear'd in a cloven Form of Fiery Tongues, and retting upon them, pre- 
fently expounded the Myſtery of this Emblematica} Appearanee . by inſpi- 


ring them with Ability to ſpeak divers Langnages, and ſo gave thenr power 


to teachall Nations in their own Tongues that Holy Goſpel which concern'd 
all the World to know,being the Method of their Eternal Happineſs. They 
being thus appointed, begun preſently to execute the Office to which they 
were deputed by their Maſter, and having: diſpers'd themſelves imo many 
Kingdoms, they related the Story of Anaxanaon, publiſh'd the Goſpel 
which he had made a Catholick Law, and gave them the true. meaning of e- 
yery Precept in plain Interpretations , 'making known the Promifes whoſe 
Truth he ſeal'd with his Bloud ; and, beſides the venerable Sandity of their 
Lives, verified -their Authority , as their Maſter had done before them, 
with Divine Works: They vanquiſh'd Devils, filenc'd Oracles , reproch'd 
Idols, reprov'd Vice, and commanded Men in Anaxanatorn's name to a» 
mend their Lives, and threatn'd the Diſobedient with Eternal Miſery if 


they continu'd in their Impenitence. The Converted World receiv'd their 
| Meſſage 
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Meſſage with a ſincere cheerfulneſs ; and in a ſhort time a great part of Aſia, 
Europe, and Africk, ſubmitted themſelves to the Diſcipline of  Anaxanatton, 
call'd themſelves by his name, chang'd their Religion, abandon'd their Gods, 
and detpis'd all other Intereſts but His Goſpel, and laid down their Lives 
as Witneſſes of their true Faith. 

The greatneſs of this ſudden Vidory is more admirable, if you conſider 
that the truth of this Divine Revelarion did not only gain Credit with the 
Common ſort of People, but maſter'd the Reaſon of moſt leam'd Phi- 
loſophers,overcame the Policy of Graveſt Senators,conquer'd the Spirit of 
the moſt valiant Commanders , out-witred the Cunning of ſubtle Conju- 
rers, and making Proſelytes to it ſelf inall Climates, convinc'd the Pa- 
gan Emperour who then rul'd the World by ſuch loud and magnificent Re- 
ports , that he would have inroll'd AzaxanaiFon among his Country Gods ; 
which though it was hindred by AnaxenatFon,who would not be rank'd with 
ſuch contemptible Rivals,and oppos'd by his Miniſters of State for politick 
Reaſons, yet within a ſmall compaſs of Years that Empire which gave laws 
to all the World ſubmitted it ſelf to his Government , and the greateſt 
Kings eſteem'd it their chief Glory to be Subjects of * Anaxanaon: and * The Kingof 
they teſtified the truth of their Eſtimations by building Magnificent Tem- Hg 
ples for the more convenientReception of his Worſhippers,beſtowing upon 
his Miniſters great Revenues, offering up their dayly Prayers to God in his 
great Name, celebrating his Love to the World with grateful Hymns, con- 
ſecrating much time to the Remembrance of the more obſervable Parts of 
his Life , and making ſuch honourable Commemorations of his Death and 
Reſarre&ion as were ſutable to the Myſtical Import of thoſe noble Acci- 
dents ; thinking , and that truly , that it was buta juſt Gratitude to doall 
they could to make the Name of Anaxanatfon the greateſt thing that ever 
was talk'd of in the World, Though I muſt tell you, continued Bentive- 
lio, that this was not a more proper expreſſion of deſerv'd Love in Men then 
a neceſſary piece of Divine Providence : for though Anax4nator was veil'd 
2 while with the contemptibleneſs of a Low Eſtate; yet It was not fitthat 
the Obedience of his Humility ſhould be unrewarded, nor the greatneſs of 
his Glory long obſcur'd ; For he was that Prince who not long after the 
Creation,and immediately uponthe Apoſtaſy was promis'd as the Redeemer 
of mankind, was the Hope of the Patriarchs, the Theme of the Prophets, 
the Fulneſs of the Law , the Subſtance of all Shadows , the Summe of rhe 
Goſpel , the true Teacher of Wiſdom , the Planter of Holy Diſcipline , the 
Glory of the Jews , the Morning-Star of the Gentiles, the Joy of Good Au- 
gels, the Terrour of Devils, the Lord of both Words, the Heir of a'l things, 
the Head of the Church; and , toend my Story , that Divine Perſon in 
whom the Faith, Love, Hope and Thoughts of all wiſe and good mendid 
reſt ſatisfied ; and for whoſe moſt glorious Appearance, which he promis'd 
at his departure, all good Spirits in Heaven and Earth do continually pray. 

After Bentivolis had diſcours'd fo far, he took a fivall Book out of his 
Pocket written in Greek by four of Anaxazadton's Friend: , and gave it to 
Engenixs, both as a Verification of his own Report ; and that by the peru- 
fal of it Ewgenizs might more fully inform himſe'f in the incomparable Hi- 
ſtory of ſo rare a Perſon. | 

ntivolio holding his ptace, Engenirs and all the Company gave him 
thanks ; only * Aptigraphies, whocame in a litt'e after be had begun to + , gn. 
diſcourſe, did not ſo heartily as thereſt , having poſſeſt his Mind w ith Pre- ſcripturif. 
jadice againſt wany parts of the Relation, which ke had formerly heard, 

V and 


146 1bentivolio and Urania, Book VI. 


and alwayes oppos d. As they walk'd in the Callery , for they Fad left 

their Seats , Ewgenizs perceiving ſome diſturbance in  Atigraphres his Coun- 

tenance, having civilly expreſs'd his conjequres, ask'd him the Reaſon of 
a One who cow- his DiſſatisfaCtion. ——— Whilſt * Nicomachus prorovnac'd theſe words, a 
prong Gentleman came into the Walk , and having ſaluted the Ccmpany in the name 
of God. of b Theoſebirs , he deliver'd a Letter from Pertivelio to ?/rania , and ano- 
© 4M vwertw#. ther to © Panaretus, wherein heentreated him and Ntcomachzies to wake taſte 
d Prudence. 3 : 
© One wo to © Phrozeſium ; and another to « Sympathas from the Prince of Theoprepia, 


compaſſionates ;x, which he commanded him to invite f Theonce and £ Irene to come to his 


-2p- Court, and deſired them to condud the Lady {{rania thither a'ſo with all 
* - Adlnd. Reſpe due toa Perſonof her Quality. This news was welcome to them 
E Feace, all : to the Gentlemen , becauſe they were going to a place where they were 


ſure to enjoy the beſt Company in the World; and to the Ladies, becauſe 
contrary to their Fears they ſhould not be left behind; eſpecially to {{rapta, 
who did very paſſionately defire to ſee Beztivolio. Whilſt they were ex- 
preſſing their mutual Reſentments of their common Felicity , one of Theg- 
noe's Servants call'd them in to Dinner. When the Cloath was taken away, 
{rania began to call to mind that Nicomachws had not quite diſcharg'd his 
Task, being interrupted by reading the Letters which they receiv'd from 
Theoſebius , and therefore deſired leave of the Company that he might re- 
ſume it. They conſented, and A7comachus was voted to his Chair again 
by an unanimous voice of the whole Company , and , Theonoe having given 
order, that none ſhould interrupt them, Nicomachus proceeded after this 
manner. 

Though T have ſufficiently declar'd the ImperfeGion of my Wit in offer- 
ing at the Recital of ſuch a noble Story, yet ſince I fin only becauſe I would 
be obedient, I will briefly give you the laſt part of that Diſcourſe ; eſpe- 
cially becauſe I eſteem that which was then ſaid to be very pertinent to the 

h 2he King of Vindication of bh Anaxanaon's Honour from the fooliſh Cavils of ſome 
wy Pretenders to Wit, who take it for a great piece of Ability to find faults 
where there arenone, and think they deſerve Applauſe, when they merit 
only Scorn, for ſancily deriding thoſe things which they ought humbly to 
j 49 Ami- adore. i Antigraphus, as I was going to have told you, being deſired by 
ſeripturi8 Engenims to expreſs his Mind , addreſſing himſelt ro Bentivolio, began thus : 
k 0bjefliows 6 Ir'strue, I am not ſatisfied with your Diſcourſe : Though you have adorn'd 
gainf# our $a. the Hiſtory of AnaxanatFon with plauſible Colours , yet I canfiot but think 
viowrs Goſpel that many of them way eaſily be rubb*d off. I will not trouble you with a 
«n/wered. punctual Enumeration of all my Doubts, only I ſhall crave your pardon to 
touch upon ſome things which moſt oftehd me. What you have ſaid con- 
cerning Anaxanator's Birth , his Miraculous Actions , his Reſurre&ion and 
Aſcenſion, is utterly deſtitute of any known Paralle] ; and me-thinks it re- 
quires a vaſt meaſure of Credulity to make men believe a Report ſo ſtrangel 
inctedible. For my own part , I deſire to be told how I may aſſure my rele 
that thoſe parts of your Story are true. That Notion which you put upon 
the Death of Anaxanatfon , whoſe bloud was ſhed, as you ſay, as an Ex- 
piation for the Sins of the World , and that he offered himſelf upon the Croſs 
as a Propitiatory Sacrifice , ſeems to be clogg d with ſo much unreaſonable- 
neſs, that I cannot but disbelieve it. IT look upon his Crucifixionas a means 
both wholly unneceſſary and altoget her uſeleſs, and ſo very unfitly applied 
to any ſuch purpoſes. You wake uſe indeed of various Expreſſions to 
magnifie the advantage of his Death, and ſay the ſame thing in differenc 
words ; yet in my mind it fits none of them. Sometimes you fanſy his 
Sufferings 
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Sufferings as a placatory Oblation , and fo make his Croſs an Inſtrument of 
Atonement between an angry God- and trembling Offenders. But with 
what probability can this be affirmd ? For can he truly be faid tobe 
Reconcil'd, who nor only was never angry, but whoſe Divine Nature is 
utterly incapable of tuch a low Paſſion ? Sometimes you explain the ſame 
point by the Notion of Redemption , and would have us look upon the Lite 
of Anaxanafton as a price paid down for the re-infranchiſing of inſlav'sd 
Men. I confeis I wonder at this as much as the other; for to whom 
ſhould this Price be paid ? ToGod ? How can that be, ſince you (ay that 
he gave this Anaxanatton his dear Son, as a Ranſom for Men, and ſo make 
him the Purchafer ? Which cannot be admitted neither ; for to what 
purpoſe ſhou'd he give him, unleſs it we:e to kuy what was his own ? 
Men could neither give nor ſcl| themſelves from God ; if they did,the Deed 
was Invalid , becauſe he can never ioofe his Right by any fooliſh AG of his 
Creatures: They could not be taken from him by force, becauſe he is 
Omnipotent. If he receiv'da Price for them, it ſeems he did not Redeein, 
but Sell them. The Price you ſpeak of cou!d not be paid to the Devil ; 
for Godonly , whoſe Law was violated , had Right to rake Puniſhment of 
his offending Subjeas; and If the Devil had any hand in the Torment, ic 
was but of an Executioner deputed by God.Befides all this, _ Anaxanacton 
could not be truly ſaid to have bought Men, for he himſelf, as T have heard 
affirm'd that God gave him freely that part of Mankind int which he claims 
a peculiar Intereſt. : | | 

The Senſe which you would expreſs by uſing the word Satisfaittor is lia- 
ble toas great Difficulties. If God would not forgive ſinners till he had 
receiv'd SatisfaQtion , he lefſen'd his Goodneſs , which you ſay is infinite, 
Or if he world needs have SatisfaGtion, yet why ſhould the moſt Innocent 
Anaxanatton be expos'd to ſeornful Tortnres in the ſtead of ſuch as were no- 

. toriouſly guilty ? Although that Generous Prince was ſo good natur'd as to 
. offer it, yet it was contrary to God's Juſtice to receive ſuch a Cruel Com- 
* penſation ; andit ſeems to have been too exceſſive an Anger conceiv'd a- 
gain(t the Sins of the World , whichcould not be appeas'd without a Sacri- 
fice of Humane Bloud , the Uſe whereof you did but now condemn in the 
Heathen Religion. What SatisfaRtion was due I donot know, but it ſeems 
to follow from your own Principles, that Anaxenaton could not pay it,for 
you acknowledg him to bea God : and if you think to take off this Incon- 
ven.ence by laying it upon his Humane Nature , I muſt tell yowthat it could 
not make Satisfaction for the Defects of others, becauſe a!l that it could do 
was but its own Juſt Duty. 

[ am confirm'd inthis Opinion of 4zaxanaor'sDeath, proceeded * Hnti- * mn anti. 
graphxs , becaule I perceive but very ſmall Effects which it hath produc'd ſripwris. 
cowards the Melioration of the World fince he left it. If he had deliver'd 
the World from Ignorance by his Goſpel, and redeenrd it , as you ſay he 
did, from 5:n by his Death ; how comes it to paſs that many Nations are 
not acqua n'ed with his Laws, and that moſt of thoſe Countries which 
have receiv'd that knowledg are as Wicked as thoſe which have not ? 
Same of them compiain of Anaxanatir's Diſcipline as a heavy Yoke , and 
pre'end that their Dif >bedience is neceſſitated, becauſe his Commands are 
ſ ſtri& that rhey cannot Le obſerv'd. Whether this be true or no,I know not; 
bur that tf<y are not obey'd is but too evident by contrary praQtiſes. We 
ſee alſo that the World is vex'd with thoſe Aflictions which you call 
the Puniſhments of Sin : as Painful Diſeaſes, Devouring Plagues, Bloudy 
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Wars, Incolerable Famine , Implacable Death , and Difſentions Irrecon- 
cilable entertain'd by thoſe who, though rhey glory in che Pretenſe of being 
Anaxanatton's Diſciples , yet having torn oft his known Padge, Mutual 
Love, anddeſpis'd his gentle Spirit , all the world perceives that they 
have nothing but his bare Name ; and that they have ſo confourded his Do- 
&rine by quarreiſome Controverſies , that they themſelves can ſcarce tell 
what it 1s. I doubt concerning the Truth of that Reiation which you made 
of the Succeſs which he had for a while ; and if I ſhould grant it to be true, 
yet I muſt tell you that it did ſcarce equal what hath accompanied the De- 
ſigns of thoſe whom you call Impoſtors , ſome of which have gotcen Vigory 
over a great part of Azaxanatton's Dominions, as 1s knownby the Story of 
Mahomet. 4 

Bentivolio perceiving that * Antigraphws had made an end, rep.ied in 
theſe words : Though there are many things in Chriſtian Religion (for that 
is but another Name of Awaxaxator's Diſcipline) ſo Myſtical that their full 
Senſe is above the reach of our Apprehenſion ; yet nothing. can juſtly be e- 
ſteem'd unreaſonable becauſe we are not able to fathom it, ſince we know 
that Inferiour Beings cannot adequately cowprekend Superiour. Though ir 
is very common with fooliſh men to quarrel with thoſe Methods by which 
God'proſecutes the Deſign of their Happineſs, 'and to cavil at thote Noti- 
ans wherein” the moſt important Truths are contain'd ; yet I think thoſe 
which you have impugn'd ſo agreeable to right Reaſon, and that no Inſtru- 
ment could have been more prudently contriv'd to promote the Salvation of 
Mankind then the Death of 4n«xanaFor ; and that it was not unſucceſsful- 
ly applyed to ſerve this moſt noble Deſign , and that the Effects which were 
produc'dby it were never equall'd by any other Invention, is the firſt thing 
that I will endeavour to ſhew you, and add to what I have ſaid already con- 
cerning this Matter anſwers to all your Objedtions,, and afterward I will 
ſatisfie you as to the Truth of the whole Story of AnexanatZon. 
* When Man came firſt into Peing, he was God's Creature, and ſo ob- 
lig'd by the ſtrongeſt ties to acknowledg him for his Soveraign ReGor, He * 
who made all things having an indubitable Right to give them Laws. The 
univerſal Creator according to his Divine Prudcnce inſcrib'd natural Rules 
vpon Mens Hearts, ſo making them in part Laws to themſelves, and ſuper- 
added ſome Poſitive Commands as fprther fignifications of his Will. He 
knowing that he had to do with confiderative Natures, not only engag'd 
them to obſerve his Laws by the good, condition into which he put them ; 
but added another ſtrong preſervative againſt Diſobedience , by annexing 
to his Commands Puniſhments conditionally threatn'd : Which was a rare 
Expreſſion of the Divine Goodneſs, for God did fo take care that the ta.ſe 
Hopes of Impunity might not bring into the World firſt Sin and then Ruine. 
But raſh Men, ſlighting their Duty notwithſtanding theſe Obligations to the 
contrary , rendring themſelves obnoxious to the Puniſhment of an Ingrateful 
Rebellion ; and it wasthen juſt withGod , who is the Lord of Puniſhment, 
to infli& the Mulats which were due upon the contempt of his Precepts. Bur 
he conſidering that it wasa thing worthy of the Eenign Creator rather io re- 
pair his work by an After-proviſion of his Wiſdom, then to deſert it co that 
Ruine which was the effe&t of its own Folly, detennin'd to reſtore the dege- 
nerate World , and upon Terms which were fit for him to propound to ad- 
mit Offenders to the benefit of Reconcil'd Favour. The Sins of the World 
being an unſpeakable Affront to his juſt Authority , and an open <corn put 
npon his malt excellent Laws , he ſaw it was reaſonable that Men cught not 

to 


RL 


—_ —_—_ —_— -—_— _ = 


Book VI. | 


Bencivotio and CJrania.: 


to be pa do:1d but ina way by which the Divine Honour might berepar'd. 
his Government acknow'ledg'd, the Righreoutncts of his. Injunctions vindi- 
cated, Obedience reſtor'd to its due Elitvarion , Rebeltiancondewn'd and 
put tothe higheſt diſgrace, and Ofiencers by the aljtrance ot Forgiveneſs 
perſwaded to return to their Duty , and fv that baſe thing, Sin, berovted 
wut of the World. 
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Now , * Antigraphus , if you will give we leave to uſe a few words more, * 4"\*urif '+- 
| % V's. 
conunted Bentivolro, | will demonſtrate, ro: you that thefe noble Deſigns 


could not have keen accompliſh'd any way fo. well as by the Obzdierit Life 
and Holy Death of 4naxanadon. You nult know that he; taint into che 
World at ſuch atiwe when Wickedneſs had advanc'd it ſelf to, a height 
ſcarce parallel'd in any Age: and when that Nation which did moſt of all 
others pretend , and had the greateſt reaſons to be Examples of Vertue, 
tad not only diſhonour'd it by v:cious Practices, but had ſlurr'd their Ru'es 
with ſuch falſe Expoſitions , that they had repreſented the Obſervation Gt 
their genuine Senſe as unneceſſary ; Anaxanatton appear'd upon this'Stage- 
as the Championof Obedience, and by an unſported Converſation made a 
publick Defiance to the prevalence of Vice, ſubdued the Power of bad Ev- 
ample, and reveal'd a dear Regard of the Divine Will whenall the World 
flighted it , overcame the Temptations of Sin, and condemn'd thoſe Cuſtoms 
which by acontiaual repetition of wicked Actions do propegate hurtful Ex- 
awples ; and having given all ſorts of men a full knowledg of their Duties 
by his Excellent Diſcourſes, and ſhewn the way to the nioſt noble degree 
of Vertue, of which (as I totd you before ) his own Life was the Beautiful 
Image , he reprov'd the diſobedient World with ſuch Authority , that he 
amaz*d the moſt Obſtinate, and perfe&ly reclaitn'd the Ingenuous z who 
wanting .good Information ſinn'd only of Ignorance , But. now tefurm'd 
themſelves willingly fince they knew the dariget of their Errours; - ! - 4 
Anaxanadton having proceeded ſo far, his Life was improv'd £0 the urmoſt 
Juſtification of the ſupreme Law-giver, and now he laid irdown, that by bis 
Death he might make a further Reparation of the Divine Honour , arida 
fuller Expreſſionof his Charity to Humane Nature. His Death was a com> 
mon Penance of Mankind, in which Divine Juſtice made the Sins of the 
World to meet as inan Expiatory Suffering , which his Love made him 
chearfully endure, having voluntarily put himſelf into the place of Sinners; 
and he was not unwilling to bear ſuch ſhameful Torments as were ever loak'd 
upon as the Puniſhwents of Sin, and the viſible Effe&s of God's Diſplea- 
ſure, Thus his Crofſe became a publick Vindication of the Divine Juſtice 
co which all the World was obnoxious, and it wasa great Augmentation 
of that Diſparagement which he had caſt upon Sin. by his Holy Life : For 
none could receive the true knowledg of this wonderful Action, and re- 
main ſo ſtupid as to think ſtill that Diſobedience is a Trifle which was thus 
explated, or ſo unreaſonable as not to conclude, that the Wound was of 
a moſt deadly concernment which could not be cured but by a Balſom made 
of ſuch precious Bloud, How cananyman think that it is a cheap thing to 
fin, when the deareſt Sonof God was buffetted, crown'd with Thorns, and 
then nail'd to a Crof\, for it ? The Saviour of the World had reaſon to ex- 
ped that when ſome men ſaw , and others heard, that the hard Rocks clove 
and the dull Earth trembled at his Death,and that the dead camEont of their 
Graves, that they would awake out of their deadly flumbers, ard not on- 
ly thinkof relenting a little, but melting themſelves into an ingenuous Sors 
row for their former Enormities , now begin anew Life , according to his 
Dire&ions 
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Dire&ions who died for them , and by his Death ſhew'd them not only the 
depth of his true Aﬀecion , but made 1t the greateſt endearment of Obe- 
dience ; letting them ſee that it was ſo neceſlary to their Ha ppineſs, that it 
isnelther poſſiblenor fit that they ſhould be ſfav'd withcurt it, 

Thus was Sin condemn*'d by Azaxanatfon's Death ; and when he had diC- 
charg'd this Office , Men could not doubt of being pardon'd through his 
Mediation , for he told them that his Death was a Propitiatory Sacrifice 
offer'd in the name of Sinners, and that his Bloud was ſhed as a Federal 
Rite by which (according to the known Cuſtom of the Faſtern World, who 
by Bloud did uſually ratifie their Leagues of Friendſhip) he confirm'd the 
Promiſe of Pardon which he had formerly made inthe name of his Father, 
and ſeal'd his Goſpel , which was a Covenant of Love, and contain'd the 
Grant of our Peace, inſtead of thebloud of Feaſts with his own. 

But that I may end this part of wy Diſcourſe, let me tel! you alſo thar the 
Death of AnaxanatFon did both naturally augment the pitifulneſs of our Ge- 
neral High-Prieſt , who by the Experience of Aﬀlictions learn'd to compaſ- 
ſionate his ſuffering Friends ; Anaxanatton alſo made it a rare Example of 
that Patience which he knew his Followers would need , to ſupport them 
againſt thoſe Aﬀronts which he foreſaw would be put upon them by ſuch as, 
having no love for Vertue themſelves, wou:d hate it in others, and being 
more in number word be always able to do them miſchief, and being inſti- 
gated ro perſecute them with more rage by their own Vices, which were 

ally condemn'd by their excellent Lives. Thus alſo AnaxanaFon 
gave his Friends a fair encouragement to ſuffer chearfully , ſeeing their crue 
Lover to have led them the way , and being afſured that 'neither Shame , 
Pain or Death could ebſtru& their Happineſs, all of them being hallow'd by 
the Patience, and overcome by the Faith of cheir Victorious Prince. 

As by this which I haveſaid concerning the rare Uſe which was made of 
Anaxanatton's Death , you may eafily perceive that it was ſv far from being 
Impertinent, that it demonſtrates not only the greateſt Love , but an equal 
Wifdom in the Deſignation of it to the fore-mention'd Purpoſes ; ſo you 
will ſee that the great Import of his Death is not improperly expreſs'din 
thoſe Notions which you diſlike , if you will have the Patience to under- 
ſtand the true meaning of thoſe common Words , Reconciliation, Redemption 
and Satisfat#ion, when they are applied to this Afﬀair. 

Reconciliation muſt be explain'd according to the Notion of Diſpleaſure 
of which God is capable. He is then ſaid to be Angry when he puniſheth ; 
and as it is natural for men tobe afraid when they have tranſgreſs'd the Law 
of their Supreme King , ſo it 1s juſt with him tobe angry at their Offences, 
that is, to puniſh the Offenders : and he way very we'l be ſaid tobe Recon- 
cil'd, when he doth nor lay their Sins to their charge; and to receive them 
into that Favour which they forfeited , when he doth not inflict the Puniſh- 
ment, which was deſerv'd. Thus the Notion of Reconciliation is very pro- 
per,and not at all the leſſe intelligible, though God is not a paſſjonate Being; 
and the Eſffe& of our Saviours Mediation 1s equally valuab'e. For whilſt 
the Sinner is liable to an unſpeakable Torment , his condition is as miſerab'e 
as if he who is provok'd to infli& it were ſubje& to wrathful Aﬀections. 
ſince he knows how to do it with a ſerene Juſtice ; and the Courteſie of 
the Interceſſor is infinitely obliging , notwithſtanding the indiſtucb'd tem- 
per of the Divine Nature , becauſe he ſaves the Offender from a dreadful 
Puniſhment : and fiace the unpaſſionate King would have inflicted it without 
the fore-mention'd Interpoſition, he which is pardon'd need not ſcruple 
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to ſay that his God 1s reconcil'd to him by the Death of Anaxanatton. 

You will alſo be ſatisfied as to the Notion of Redermptron, if you conſider 
what is meant by that word when it is us'd in this matter: For it ſignifies 
that Anaxanatton by his Death reſtor'd Mankind to Liberty, that benefit 
which poor.Slaves receive when they are deliver'd from a miſerable ca ptlvi- 
ty by the-payment of a ſumme of Money. We were enilav'd to the Devil, 
who had tempted us from our Allegiance to God , and perſwading us to 
follow his Counſe!s and the Condud of our own Law!els Appetites had 
put upon us by degrees the Schackles of Habitual Sin, and expos'd us tothe 
danger of Eternal Death. How unmercifully this Tyrant us'd his Captives 
by the Exerciſe of his uſurp'd Power, whilſt they languiſh'd under the fear 
of Revenge to be taken upon them by God from whom they revolted, I told 
you before. Now though no Price was paid to the Devil , for none was 
due ; yet ſince Men were freed from his intolerable yoke, and ſav'd from 
the Miſeries which they endur'd, and the further dangers which were juſtly 
conſequent to their Obedience to the Devil, (for they were willing Slaves, 
and though they were abus'd by him ; yet they deſerv'd to be puniſh'd ſe- 
verely as voluntary Fugitives from a moſt Gracious Soveraign, ) God may 
very well be faid to be their Redeemer, and Anaxanaton to have paid a 
Price for them 3 fince it pleas'd the Father that his dear Son ſhould be their 
Deliverer,and ſince Axaxanatton was not unwilling to ſubmit to hard Terms 
for their Recovery. 

The propriety of this Expreſſion and the fitneſs of this Means of our Li- 
berty will be yet further apparent, if you will take notice that the Bonds 
which tied us in Slavery were our own Wills engag'd to a courſe of Diſo- 
bedience by the prevalence of fleſhly Tentations ; and whilſt the Enemy of 
our Souls gave us leave to.enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin , he wade us believe that 
he lov'd us more then God, though by indulging to us our Luſts he did 
us no other Favour but to kill us with ſweet Poyſon, and mix*'d Deluſion 
with our Ruine, over which alſo he and his malicious Aſſociates devilliſhly 
inſulted. That we might be reclaim'd from ſuch pernicious Folly, the Eter- 
nal Father and his dear Son made an unparallel'd Demonſtration of amazing 
Love, to ſhame us out of our continuance in that diſhonourable Vaſſallage 
wherein we fooliſhly ſerv'd our own and our Creator's Enemy. For Anax- 
anadton came and perſwaded the unhappy Rebels to return to theirLoyalty, 
and died upon a Crof's before their faces to procure their Pardon ; after 
which they ſaw their Fetters fall off, repented of their rebellious Folly, 
return'd to their lawful Prince , and could not but look upon him that made 
them as their Redcemer , ſince he had perſwaded them into Liberty by ſuch 
a charming Argument : and they call'd Anaxanatfon's Bloud the Price of 
their Redemption , becauſe it was ſuch a potent means of their Recovery, 
Indeed Ynaxazatton,not doubting but this would be the happy conſequent 
of his undertaking, told his Friends as he was going to the Croſs, that when 
he ſhould be lifted up there, and had thence made manifeſt his own and his 
Father's ardent affections to our Reſtauration, he ſhonld draw Sinners up to 
him; that is , impreſs ſuch a deep Senſe of grateful Love upon their Souls, 
that they would now willingly obey one who had after ſuch an obliging man- 
ner attempted their Freedom. .They needed now no other Argument to diſ- 
* engage their Minds from the power of their falſe Apprehenſions, when they 
ſaw themſelves invited to the Service of their good God , and to abandon the 
Tyrant who kill'd thew, at the perſwaſions of one who to ſhew how truly 
he loy'd them, died for them. 
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might properly enough be call'd a Redeemer , that is, a Reſtorer of happy 
Liberty , for another great Reaſon ; which is, becauſe he did not only out- 
wit that cunning Serpent by his Prudence , but overcame that ſtrong Enemy 
by his Power , and reſcu'd captive Humanity , and puniſh'd him for the 
wrong which he had done in ſeducing his Father's Subje&s from their Obes 
dience ; which was all the Price due to him for the Slaves whom he firſt 
took unjuſtly, and then us'd villanouſly. This is a plain Anſwer to all thoſe 
lietle Cavils which you made againſt the Notion of Kedemption ; and ifit 
ſatisfie not , you muſt be forc'd to ſtay till Metaphorical Expreſſions be 
cur'd of their old lameneſs, and ſo grow able to do that which they never 
did yet, that is, to run upon four Feet. 

The Method of your Demands requires now that I take out your other 
ſcruple concerning the Satisfattion which God is ſaid to havereceiv'd inthe 
Death of Axaxanetton. This Doubt is founded upon a Defe&t of Know- 
ledge. It was moſt fit that the Supreme Lord being wrong'd ſhould appoint 
his own Satisfaction; and ſince he made choice of the obedient Death of 
his dear Son , why ſhould he not accept it asa Propitiation for Sinners , and 
give leave to Anaxanatton to nail their Bond to his Croſs, he having pay'd 
what was demanded by the Univerſal Crediror ? Whereas you phanſie it is 
a Diminution of the Divine Goodneſs not to pardon the Sins of the World 
without ſuch a ſtrange kind of Compenſation ; I muſt rell you that it was 
not fit that ſo high a thing as God's Authority , which was denied, ſhould 
haveno Reparation, nor that Men ſhould be tempted to Sin by perpetual 
Impunity 5 ſo ſince the Eternal Father , willing to condeſcend to fit Terms 
of Reconciliation , was careful to find out what we could not have thought 
on , or, if we had, durſt not have propounded it , ſpar'd not his own 
Son , but gave him to ſuffer ſo many Reproches and ſo much Torment 
for our ſakes, he teſtified more love, and endear'd himſelf more to us, 


then if he had contriv'd our. Ealvation ; as you ſuppoſe he might, ſome 


other way. 
Whereas you Obje@ , that though God might expeR Catisfa&tion , yer it 


was unworthy of him to take it of Anaxanatonafter ſuch a cruel faſhion; I 
deſire you to conſider a little better, and you will ſee thatit was no Injuſtice 
in the Supreme Lord to accept the Payment of the Debr which Sinners ow'd 
when it was offer'd by AnexanatFon. It is a common thing for us to give 
our Money to thoſe to whom we our ſelves owe nothing, to pay the Debts of 
others ; and ſometimes,though but ſeldom,an Innocent Perſon hath offer'd his 
Life to expiare anothers Default :_ and this Action of  Anaxanaton is more 
juſtifiable , ſince his matchleſs Charity is not only celebrated throughout all 
the World with Immortal Praiſes , but he alſo procur'd by his Death the 
greateſt benefits which were ever beſtow'd upon Mankind, and improv'd his 
Sufferings to his own unſpeakable Advantage , whilſt his moſt juſt Father, 
who could not permit ſuch a charitable Obedience to want the oreateſt Re- 
ward , crown his humble Patience with an univerſal Soveraignty , and 


made him , who for a while was the loweſt of Servants, the Lord of all ' 


things. By which you cannot but perceive that there is no Reaſon to paral- 
lel the cruel Cuſtoms of the Pagan Superſtition, in which ſometimes Men, 
ſometimes Virgins, were lainagainſt their wills tono purpoſe, butto gratifie 
the Malice of Devils, with the Voluntary Oblation which ApaxanatFon 
made of his own Life , which both proceeded from a moſt ngþle Principle, 


and was glorified with a happy Conclufien. 
Though 
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Though you pretend alſo that Anaxanacton's Oblation could not benefit 
others, becauſe whatſoever he did was a juſt Duty to bis Father ; I muſt 
tell you that though after  AnaxanatFon was born a Man,he aw'd all pogible 
Obedience to his Divine Father in his own name, yet his Performances way 
very rationally be ſuppos'd capable of refleting Advantage upon others , 
ſince he was not neceſſarily Incarvate, but voluntarily afſum'd our Nature on 
purpoſe to do Honour to God. | 

This is enough, faid Emugenizs turning himfelf ro Bentiwolzo;ta juſtifie the 
Reaſonableneſs of Anaxanaon's Death to all Ingenuous Perſons; but I be- 


ſeech you, for * Antigraphas his full SatisfaQion, to let us ſee by the Effedts + 4s cut. 
which it produc'd that all this was not labour in vain; for notwithſtanding ſcripteri#. 


your former Diſcourſe he fears not to ſay that the World receiv'd little be- 
nefit by it. I remember very well what he ſaid, replied Bentivolzo; and fince 
your Patience is not yet ſpent, I will ſhew you the Falſhaod of this: Ca- 
lumny, for ſo I muſt call ir. There are bur two things conſiderable in Sin, 
the Unreaſonableneſs of enormous Actions, and the Puniſhment ro which 
Sinners are obnoxious;and it is eafie to convince any rational Perſon by thar 
which I told you in the former part of this Difcourſe, that. 4uzxexatFom 
did what was fit for Him, that is, the beſt Perſon in the World, to: 'do to 
remove them both. He re-inforc'd the Commands of Obedience to At 
mighty God by his Divine Precepts ; he reveal'd the danger: of a wicked 
Life, and declar'd that Holineſs, 2. e. Wiſdom and Goodnefs, is an :fmmos 
veable Bound-ſtone which God hath ſet betweena happy and a miſerable 
Eſtate. To prevent Deſpair he afſur'd Delinquents of their Pardon upon 
Repentance, having offer'd himſelf as a Propitiatory Sacrifice: whith 
was a Notion ſo early known afid ſo univerfally ſpread through the World, 
that there was none which underftood not the meaning of that moſt oblipi 
A&ion. He made his Commands ſo plain, that they did not only party wa, 
the Difſolute, but reproach all falſe Pretenders. To prevent the hopes of 
fluggiſh Endeavours , he declar'd the Invalidity of the greateſt 'Knows- 
ledge which doth not transform thoſe who poſſeſs it into the Image of 
Truth. He afſur'd all falſe Believers, that the Faith which doth not ſubdue 
their Sins will never be able to chaſe away their Fears. He pur all poffi- 
ble Diſgrace upon Hypocrifie, having mark'd it with the brand of the moſt 
odious Wickedneſ:. He hath undone all vain ExpeGations by ! inking att 
his Promiſes with Conditional Precepts. He hath confirm'd the terrible 
Sentence which is pronounc'd by an Evil Conſcience, that Sinners might 
find no Refuge bur intrue Repentance. He hath condemn'd ajl Excernat 
ſhews of Piety and Vertue which are deſtituteof interiour Correfponden- 
cies. He told all Good men that they muſt look upon the permiMon of Ten 
tations not as Excuſes of Sin, but as Continuations of their Tryal,and'com- 
manded them never to think of being crown'd hereafter excerpt they over- 
come now ; and to encourage them to endeavour heartily,” he hath affur'd 
themof his never failing Aſſiltances. SHINS 

This is enough, continu'd Bextivolio, to demonſtrate the fulneſs 'of big 
prudent care ; and, if you remember what Frold you before concerning 
the vaſt Extent of his great Conqueſt, you will have no- reaſon to think 
his Attempt ineffeual : neither car you frame any Pxcuſe to: ſatvs' the 
Ingratitude of thoſe who remain'd diſobedient to the mighty Reafons offhich 
incomparable Love, but their ownextreme Careleſnefs, arid 'baſe negle& 
of Conſideration: For noÞblame can be laid upon him, who bad done ſuch 
wonders that they were ſufficient to make the moſt ſtupid to mind their moſk 
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Important Intereſt. After ſo nuich endeavour I cannot Imagine what Excep= 
tion you can frame againſt Anaxanacton's Method bur this, that he did not 
offer violence tothe Liberty of Mens Wills, and wake them Vertuous whe- 
cher they wou!d orno ; whichare words incapable of any reafonable Senſe. 
If Anexanatton had put a neceſſity upon Men to embrace his Ditcipline, he 
had croſs'd his own Deſfign,which was, by a clear Propoſal of a Glorious Itn- 
mortality to excite free Agents to engage their Choice in a conſtant uſe of 
holy Means te obtain ſo noble an End. Alſo the Divine Temper of Soul in 
whichall his Diſciples find themſelves unſ! peakably bappy 1s ſuch a rais*d 
Diſpoſition, that-it is impoſſible to be reach'd by thole who Cebaſe themſel1s 
by voluntary Sin: 'And the Peace of Conſcience and Hopes of a Licfſed Im- 
mortality which Anexena&on grants as anAntepalt of their future happineſs 
to his faithful Servants,are only the reſults ofa good life, which is grounded 
upon a firm choice and conſtant reſolution of being obedieiit to his Rules, 
I know well that the World hath long ſince degenerated from the noble 
Example of the firſt Converts ; and that the rare Vertues of the Primitive 
times are ſcarceany where to be found in our dayes: but we muſt take heed 
of accuſing Anaxanaiton for our own faults. When he commanded men toac- 
knowledge his Goſpel, and told them that It was the only Security of their 
beit-Intereſt ; yet he let them know that it would do them no gocd except 
they entertain'd it with a very ſincere Obſervance of thoſe Dire&ions which 
are contain'd in it; - But as he is altogether to be excus'd, weare ſomuch the 
more worthy of blame, : both becauſe we negle& the Encouragement which 
is offer'd by ſuch gallant Examples, and becauſe we may make an Imitation 
oftheir illuſtrious Vertues at afar cheaper rate then they could ſet usCopies. 
This which I have ſaid concerning theContinuance of Sin doth alſo demon- 
ſtrate theJuſticeof thoſe Puniſhments which you think ought not toaffliG the 
World ſince AnexanzF7on undertook its Reſtauration. He deliver'd his true 
Diſciples from the danger of Eternal Death, which is the chief puniſhment 
of Sin.; and made thoſe lefs Inconveniencies which they meet and patiently 
entertain upon their way to encreaſe their more welcom Reception into 
their everlaſting Home: and as thoſe others, 4ntigraphus, who will not be 
redeem'd muſt needs continue Slaves, fo being Slaves it js bur fit that they 
ſhould carry their chains. But who are they in whoſe puniſhments you do 
particularly concern your ſelf? The Jewiſh Nation, ro whom Anaxanattorn 
made the firſt offers of Redemption ? There isno reaſon but they ſhould be 
puniſh'd, both becauſe, notwithſtanding the ſtrong Motives by which they 
were long perſwaded toan Emendation of their Lives, they grew ſo ex- 
tremely wicked, that one of their chief Hiſtorians thought that if God had 
not deſtroy'd them by the Romans, the Earch would have ſwal'ow'd them, 
and becauſe they did barbarouſly reje& the Terms of Pardon which in a 
moſt obliging way were propounded by Anaxenadton. As they ſhew'd them- 
ſelves incorrigible by continuing wicked after he had for many yeats in vain 
attempted their Reformation ; ſo it is not only a Juſt but a very proper Af- 
Ai&ion with which they are puniſh'd, being not utterly deſtroy'd, but di- 
ſpers'd into moſt Kingdoms of the World, where they live contewptibly , 
that they might every where remain as an evident Teltimony of Gods dif- 
pleaſure againſt ingrateful Apoſtates, and be a laſting witneſs of Anaxa- 
wefox's veracity, who told them before that this Miſery would befall them 
if they perſever'd, as they did, in Diſobedience. | 
As your Obje&ion includes the reſt of the World , I muſt tel! you that 


there is noreaſon but they ſhould be puniſh'd too. Anaxanacten came not to 
diſoblige 
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diſoblige men from the Law of Nature, but to ſuperadd endearments to its 
Obſervance ; and ſince other Nations follow'd the bad Example of the ob- 
ſtinate Jews, it is moſt Juſt that they ſhould be their Parallels in ſuffering. 
You muſt needs juſtifie Anaxaxadon as altogether unacceſſory to their Cala» 
mities,eXcept you would have him becomea Patron of Sin,and indeed deſire 
him to nouriſh with his Bloud that curs'd Root which grew too faſt of it ſelf. ei 

Well, well, ſaid * Antigraphns, let the Reaſons of mens Degeneracy be ſarigeari. 
what they will, you conteſs the World remains Wicked, ſo that the Proofs 
of Anaxanadton's ſucceſs mult be fetch'd from that Age in which he liv'd. 
Yes, replied Bextivolio,but much more from thoſe which follow'd his Death, 
in which they were ſo conſiderable in themſelves, but eſpecially if you take 
notice of the unparallel'd Method by which his Afﬀairs proſper 'd,that there 
isno more cauſe to put him into a mean Compariſon wich the moſt ſucceſs» 
ful Impoſtor, then there is reaſon to equal the Follies of eMahomet's con- 
temptible Alcoran with the wiſdom of his moſt excellent Goſpel. It is a pe- 
culiar Glory by which the Diſcipline of Anaxanadon is recommended to 
the World, that it was neither introduc'd at firſt,nor eſtabliſh'd afterwards, 
by thoſe ordinary means of Policy or Force. His Perſon was of ſuch little 
conſideration in regard of Worldly extrac, that he was a demonſtration of 
the Higheſt Worth invelop'd with the loweſt Humility ; His holy DoGrine 
was oppoſite to receiv'd Cuſtoms: his grave Converſe was not ſet off with 
a plauſible Faſhion, but expreſs'd ſuch Manners as were ſcorn'd by the Mo- 
diſh World : He neither flatcer'd great Princes, nor humour'd the mean 
Appetites of the Fleſhly Vuigar : he perſwaded not Obedience to his Rules 
with the arts of Humane Rhetorick : His Followers were diſcourag'd b 
Secular Powers, their number lefſen'd by cruel Deaths, for which ſuffer- 
ings they could hope for no Compenſation in this World. And though the 
Pagan Supe: (tirtion was encourag'd by the Favour of many Princes, ſup- 
ported by ſtrong Armies, defended by learned Philoſophers, aſſerted by 
Eloquent Orators , further'd by the Devices of cunning Magicians , and 
criedup by theuniverſal Suffrage of all Nations ; yet by a Divine Power 
which fell upon it from the Life and Goſpel of Azaxanaon, and the mighty 
Spirit which aſſiſted his Servants, the Idolatrous Worſhip with all its pom- 
pous Ceremonies melted away as the Snow doth before a warm Sun ; whilſt 
Anaxanatton's Subjects wearied the Malice of their Tormentors with an 
unconquerable Patience, and by the generous Teſtimony which they gave to 
Truth, reconcil'd their mortal Enemies to the belief of that which they 
perſecuted, and to a moſt ſincere Love of thoſe whom bur a little before 
they perfealy hated. 

If Mahomet had made uſe of no other Means to ſerve his Deſign, his Name 
would long fince have been forgotten in the World : but as his Religion (in 
which he craftily made an honourable mention of 4nexanaon) is contemp- 
tible in it ſelf, beinga kind of Cento made up of Rites Stollen partly from the 
Jews, partly from the Pagans, and ſome borrow'd from the Chriſtians ; he 
fill'd it with ridiculous Fables, abſurd Stories, perſwades Obedience with 
Obſcene Promiſes, and exprefſetha baſe Condeſcenſion humouring the low- 
eſt ſort of Life, the worſt of Men willingly obſerving his fooliſh Orders , 
whilſt they pleas'd themſelves in hope to be admitted at laſt into a brave Se- 
raglio for their Heavenand inſtead of Paradiſe tobe put into a Gynecenm. 

Yet the ſubtil Lunatick perceiv'd that this would not effe& what he aim'd 
at without the uſe of Arms ; and therefore as ſoon as he had multiplied his 
Diſciples toa competent Number by fraudulent Arts, he betook himſelf to 
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Force, and ſo order'd his way to wake Proſelytes, that thoſe. whom he en- 
deavour'd to perſwade to his Religion ſaw that they mult either dye or be 
Mahometans. Which is enoligh to ſhew the lowneſs of the way by which 
that cheating Arabian made his Attempts upon the World in compariſon of 
the Celeſtial Method by which Anaxanattor's ſucceſſes were obtain'd. But 
ſince he became Maſter of his Deſigns by politick Stratagems and force of 
Arms, and extended his Vicories to the diſtreſs of Anaxanatton's People, 
leſt you ſhould think this a ſufficient Reaſon for venerable thoughts of that 
Impoſtor, I muſt tell you that you may as well think honourably of the 
Devil, and conclude that the Worſhip which was given to him in former 
dayes was Rational, becauſe he is a Cunning and Powerful Being. I nwſt 
alſo ler you know that that Fatal Accident, his unhappy Invaſion-of Chriſten- 
dom, is a Permiſſion of the Divine Providence, of which we may eaſily 
givean Accompt. For as it was but fit that the degenerate Jews having re- 
volted from the Ingenuous Simplicity of their Anceſtors ſhould be puniſh'd 
by the Romans, eſpecially ſince they rejeed and murther'd the promis'd 
Meſſiah, who came after he had been longexpeded according to many Di- 
vine Predictions ; ſo it was juſt that falſe Chriſtians ſhould be chaſtis'd by 
the inſolent T#rk for Apoſltatizing from the true Faith and ſincere Obedience 
of the Primitive times : and I heartily pray that the growing Sins of the 
Weſtern Ewrope may not make way for his further Progreſs into theſe parts 
of the Word. 

Becauſe you queſtion'd, as I remember, (added Bentivolio, ſtill addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Antigraphws) the whole Story whereupon all that I have ſaid 
is grounded, it is neceſſary, as a Period to this Diſcourſe, to affert the 
Credibility of that Holy Book in which it is written. Before I attempt 
that, poſſibly it were not amiſs if I ſhould crave leave to ask you the Rea- 
ſons for which you doubt of it, and to deſire you to ſay what would affure 
you of its Truth if your demands were anſwer'd. But becauſe that would 
extend this preſent Entercourſe beyond the bounds of that Time and Pati- 
ence which this worthy Company can allow, TI will give a ſhort Accompt 
why I believe that Story to be true, and if you be ſatisfied with my Argu- 
ments, I ſhall ſave you the labour of propounding any more Scruples. This 
Hiſtory is verified by all the Evidence of which ſnch a Truth 1s capable. 
For when Matters are queſtion'd whoſe Truth depends not upon a Demon- 
ſtration fetch'd from the Nature of the things themſelves,which makes it ſelf 
wanifeſt to all men upon the firſt view, we muſt ſeek for Proof in good Te- 
ſtimony ; and we have ſufficient Witneſs to prove that there was ſuch a 
Perſon as AnaxanadFon, and that the Narrative of his Life written by his 
Friends is a true Hiſtory. Ir is abſurd to expe& that our Saviour ſhould 
be born, live, die, riſe again, and aſcend into Heaven in every Ape ; neither 
is it neceſſary that God ſhould repeat his Miraculous Teſtimonies continu- 
ally, having done it very often, and convey'd the notice of thoſe Aſſurances 
to poſterity by the Records of Eye and Ear-witnefſes. If this be not a ſuf- 
ficient Evidence, future Ages can never hope for any proof of what was 
done in former dayes. Since this ſort of Demonſtration is all that ought to 
be demanded, TI ſhall give you that ſatisfation in which you ought to ac- 
quieſce, by ſhewing that all which I have ſaid was done in the preſence of 
unexceptionable Witneſſes. 

In the Books of ſuch as were his mortal Adverſaries, and therefore wil- 
ling to have buried any thing which might keep hisRemembrancealive in the 


Worid, we find the mention of his Name, and have receiv'd from ſome of 
| them 
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them a Deſcription of his Perſon. None of them denies that he was famous 
for Miraculous A&ions ; and when they defir'd to lefen the great Repura- 
tion which they refleged upon him, they endeavour'd it not by affirming 
that he perforw'd no ſuch Works, but by transferring the Etiects which 
were really produc'd to leſs-worthy Cauſes ; not daring to call them Impo- 
ſtures, but either Magical Actions, or things deriv'd from Aſtral Influences, 
and which had been equall'd by others. They have recorded the manner of 
his Death, the Time and Place of his Suffering, have told us the name of 
the Judge that condemn'd him,and under what Roman Emperour : they have 
acknowledg'd the vaſt Numbers of his Followers, and grant that after his 
Death the World was fill'd with an Honourable Eſtimation of his Perſon , 
and expreſs'd the fear which they had leſt his Doctrine ſhould prevail upon 
the Faith of the whole Roman Empire ; and theretore wace tcycre Edids, 
and infliged cruel Puniſhments not only upon the principal Converts, but 
Innumerable Multitudes of all ſorts of People, to ſtop 1ts Growth. They 
confeſs'd the innocent Manners of his Diſciples, and bore witneſs to the 
conſtancy of their Loyalty to Anaxanaiton, They have let us know how 


puncually his Prophecie was fulfill'd in the Deſtruction of that People which 
firſt rejected him, the Ruine of their Temple and City, notwithſtanding the 
Endeavours of ſome Emperours who defir'd to have hincer'd its Accom- 
. pliſbment, both by preventing the Diſſolution,and attempting the Reſtau- 
ration of thoſe famous Structures, In ſhort , ſome of them have alſo ac- 
' knowledge that the Holy Bible, which did more fully relate theſe things , 
and in particular give Notice that when Azaxazadton was born, a God de- 
ſcended from Heaven to reſtore the World to Happineſs, is a moſt Venerable 
Book. 

This Teſtimony is not inconfiderable,becauſe we have it from thoſe who, 
beſides this own courteſie, which they never intended as an Expreſſion of 
any Good will, did no other ſervice to AnaxanatFon, But that which his 
Friends ſay in defence of his Honour and their own Faith is much more va- 
lid, and againſt which his Enemies will never beable to find any thing rati- 
onally to oppoſe. The Evidence which is given for the Truth of this fa- 
mous Hiſtory is made of a Series of Witneſſes, which running through fix- 
teen Centuries hath preſerv'd the Records, and afferted the Truth of the 
Divine Life, moſt charitable Death, and ſtupendious Reſurrefion of 4- 
naxanatton by a ſucceſſive Atteſtation. Thoſe who firſt committed his Life to 
writing were Eye-witneſſes of what they reported,or intimate Companions 
of ſuch as had convers'd with him till his Aſcenſion. As the Affurance of this 
Truth confirm'd by ſich a clear Evidence was the ground of their proper 
Faith, and the only Reaſon which can be ſuppos'd to have made them wil- 
ling to be publiſhers of it ; ſo it isabſurd to think that others would have 
receiv'd them with Faith, if the Apoſtles had not beenable by ſome Infa]- 
lible proofsto demonſtrate that they witneſs'd what they knew tobe true. [r 
1s beyond the power of my Phancie to imagine what ſhould induce the firſt 
Divulgers of the Goſpel to publiſh ſuch ſtrange news, but that they were 
throughly convinc'd both that it was true, and that the knowledge of it 
was ſo neceſſary to the Salvation of men that they could not conceal it bur 
with a very great uncharitableneſs.Thoſe who frameLies propound to them- 
ſelves ſome Advantage by Falſhood, and ſince that is ſo unlovely in its own 
nature that it is abhorr'd of all the World, when they make uſe of it they 
are forc'd to adorn it with borrowed colours, that by them they way impoſe 
upon the credulous and attain their End. 

Al 
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All Judges do ever eſteem it as a rational Aſſurance of the Cocdneſs of an 
Evidence, when the Witneſſes give Teſtimony without hoping for any ob- 
lique Advantage to themſelves from the Ifſue of the Cauſe. What Detign 
could the plain Apoſtles ſerve if they had endeavour'd to cheat the Worid 
with this Story, which was ſo odious to the Incredulous Jews and ſo unwel- 
come to the Ido!atrous Gentiles, that in an ordinary way it was applicable 
to no purpoſe but to procure the Scorn and Hatred of thoſe ro whom they 
toldit? If it had not beena Truth, it was eafie for thoſe who heard it to 
diſcover its Falſhood ; for that which they related was done in one of the 
moſt Tlluſtrious Cities of the World. It the Apoſtles of Uzaxanadton could 
have ſo far debas'd themſelves as to divulge falſenews, yet it is unreaſona- 
ble to think that they ſhould offer to do it for the advancement of their Ma- 
ſter's Religion, which of all things doth moſt abhor a Lie. I know very 
well that vain Perſons uſe to tell falſe Stories to make their Auditors laugh 
at their ridiculous Inventions, and that ſuborn'd Witnefſes will ſell their 
Oaths for Money, eſpecially when they have fo fran'd their Diſpoſitions 
that the Falſhood is hard to be diſcover'd ; and fome Meflengers will carry 
news which is not true, in hopes of receiving a Reward before it can be 
known to be falſe : but wereany menever heard of, who were ſo greatly in 
love with Death, and ſo paſſionately _— of ſhameful Torments, that 
they madly threw away their Lives for that which they knew to be a Lie? 
It is well enough known that Anaxazatton's Friends died atteſting this Story 
and were put to death for no other reaſon but becauſe they would not diſ- 
own it. Pray tell me, good Antigraphws, in what Pook did you ever read 
of one, much leſs many thouſands,who embrac'd a real Croſs for his ſake who 
was only crucified ina Romance ? It is eafily obſervable out of the Books of 
Anaxanattoy's Enemies yet extant, that when his Diſciples were convented 
before Secular Powers, they were not accus'd for telling of Lies, or pu- 
niſh'd for Fraudulent dealing, but only cenſur'd for publiſhing a New Do- 
Grine, whigh was entertain'd ſo readily and ſpread ſo far , that they were 
afraid it, would ſubvert their Pagan Religion ; which indeed it did notwith- | 
ſtanding all they could do to ſuppor: it. 

This is enough to juſtifie the Veracity of thoſe who firſt preached the 
Goſpel ; and it is aseaſie to vindicate the Prudence of thoſe who firſt gave 
credit to their Report. As the Primitive Evangetiſts believed becauſe they 
ſaw Anaxanafton's Divine Attions, and were Eye-witneſſes of his Reſurre- 
Gion ; ſo thoſe who heard them tell this News had all good reaſon to be- 
lieve them, not only becauſe they heard them relateſuch ſtrange things with 
a ſteady Confidence amongſt thoſe who dwealt near the place where they 
were done, and becauſe they perceiv'd all the fair ſigns of Honeſty in their 
Converſations, -but alſo ſaw them do many ſuch things themſelves as they 
affirnd their Maſter to have done. How could any wiſe Spe&atours tut 
think that Anexanatton wasa Divine Perſon,when they ſaw his Servants do' 


Miracles only with the mention of his Name ? As they could not think that 


was impoſſible which they ſaw done , except they thought themſelves not 
bound to believe their own Eyes; ſo they could not but believe that which 
was reported, being made credible by ſuch convincing Evidences of its 
Truth, except they abandon'd their Reaſon. 

If the Apoſtles would have put tricks upon the World, we know that 
many of their firſt Converts cannot be look'd upon as Subjects capable of 
Deluſion, being men of great Parts, rare Learning, inquiſitive Tewpers, 


unconcern'd asto any thing but Truth, engag'd to oppoſe what was told 
them, 
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them, it being contrary both to the Opinions which they profeſs'd; and the 
Laws of the Places where the liv d. Thoſe who confider what they ſay, 
cannot affirm of the reſt, who were not of ſo great Abilities,that they at leaſt 
wight Le impos'd upon ; becauſe the Apoſtles devis'd no cunning Fables,nor 
us'd any ſubtle Arts,but made a plain Narrative of Azexaxattor's Life,Death 
and Reſurrection, juſtified cheir Commiſſion to be Divine by the frequent 
performance of beneficial Miracles, commanded men in their Maſter's name 
to receive his Goſpel , and were anſwer'd with chearful Obedience ; thoſe 
who believ'd,had ſo great Aſſurance in their Minds of the reaſonableneſs of 
their Faich, that all the Arts of Idolatrous Prieſts and Terrowws of enrag'd 
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Princes could not ſhake it. And can any man think that they would thus - 


ſtrangely ſubject themſelves to the Authority of one that was acknowled'd 
* to have died upon a Crof:, and then been buried, but that they were aſſur'd 
he was alſo riſen again, and both happy himſelf, and able to exalt others to 
that Paradiſe to which he aſcended ? nes 
Thus the firſt Age entertain'd the Diſcipline of Anexaxaon , atd with 
a careful Fidelity tranſmitted it to that which ſucceeded, As that which 
went before would have hiſs'd ſuch range News out of the World if it had 
not been apparently true, ſo the next could not but give credit to it as a Re- 
pore whoſe undoubted Truth was generally known. The firſt Believers pre- 
ſerv'd th& Authentick Records of Anaxanadfon's Story, and deliver'd Tran- 
ſcripts of them to ſo many, that the common Evidence of their Faith was 
univerſally ſpread and allCorruption prevented, becauſe for ſome hundreds 
of Years they had the Original writings, and Copies were taken by ſo ma- 
ny Perſons, that none could make a Variation but he was liable to a quick 
Diſcovery. By the Power of this Divine Verity converted many of 
their moſt Mortal Enemies among the Jews; infomuch that thoſe who had 
a hand in An«xanator's Death repented of the Murther which they commit- 
ted upon ſucha Divine Perſon, and teſtified the truth of their Repentance 
by venturing their Lives in his Servece. He was pleas 'd to aſſure his Aſcenſi- 
on to one of his zealous Adverſaries, by appearing to him with a Heavenly 


Glory, and ſhew'd him the folly of endeavouring to deſtroy that Church - 
whoſe Prince was Lord of Heaven and Earth : who. after be had recover'd 
the aſtoniſhment into which he was ſtruck by the Celeſtial Viſion; he tore the 


Commiſſion which he had receiv'd to difſerve Anaxavaon, and made Re- 


paration for the wrong which he had done,by the conſtant Zeal wherewith: . 


he promoted the Faith of his Goſpel throughout his whole Life, and then 
* perfected his Love with Martyrdom. WT | 
- When the Heathens doubted of the Truth of this Holy Story, the Ser- 
vants of AnaxanatFon referr'd them to their own Annals, and added Mirg- 
culous Proofs inſo many Places, that theirAdverſaries had nothing left to ops. 
poſe them, being ſufficiently vex'd to ſee ſuch an unparallel'd Atrenjpt ſuc-' 
ceed ina way which theWorld never knew before ; and wonder'd that a few 
meanMen agreeing in one p/ainStory ſhould have ſuch a potentInfluence up-: 
on all Kingdoms where they travel]'d, one ſingle Perſon and fometimes two, 
converting a whole Nation to that manner of life which was contrary to the 
general Inclination of Mankind, to that DoGrine which contradiged, their 
receiv'd Principles,and that Religion which overthrew the Worſhip which 
they had deriv'd from many Anceſtors, and was confirm'd by Penal Laws, 
and which expos'd ſuch as receiv*'d it firſt to Scorn,and then to Torments.It: 
encreaſed their Admiration to ſee them voluntarily offer: themſelves.to ſuffer 
in proof of what they ſaid;but much more when they perceivy'd the _—— 
e 
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ed Courage with which they endur'd the greateſt pains, and then Death. 


How could it but amaze the Heathens , when they ſaw poor men, whom 
they defpis'd, challenge their Gods before the Faces of thoſe who ador'd 
them, and wake them confeſs themſelves to be Devils ? They could not bur 
wonder at the ſtrange Alteration which was wrought upon their Compani- 
ons Tempers, who were ſochang'd in their Manners that they could ſcarce 
know them'to be the ſame men. Chriſtian Religion accompliſhing that E- 
mendationupon Humane Life which Moral Philoſophy had in vain attempt- 
ed, exceptina very few inſtances ; it being unable to make its Precepts o- 
bey'd for wantof ſufficient Motives, that is, could not promiſe Erernal Re- 
wards to Vertue, nor diſſwade Vice efiecually ,. having no Authority to 
threatewy Diſobedience!with endleſs Torments., 

All-beholders were rap'd into Admiration when they ſaw theſe things ; + 
and many enquiring into the Reaſon of ſuch rare Accidents, found ſufficient 
cauſe to conclude that they were the Effe&s of a DivinePower which accom- 
panied the Apoſtles : and they juſtly eſteem'd them Infallible Proofs of 
the Truthiof the Holy Story, knowing that Falſhood is unable to equal ſuch 
ProduGs. | 

But, :O God! faid Bextivolio, making a paſſionate Apoſtrophe, what a 
ſtupid Incredulity hath feiz'd upon this Leaden Age , which doth not give 
Faithto that Divine _ which is come ſafe to our hands, being preſery'd 
in a Holy Book not blemiſh'd with one material. Variation, and: honour'd 
with the concurring Teſtimony ofthq beſt men wholiv'd in all the Ages fince 
it was written! What a ſtrange Lethargy is this which bath ſo fatally be. 
mum'd our Wills, that we cannot beperſwaded to think that there isas much 
reaſonto believe that the four Evangeliſts have given us the true Hiſtory of 
our Saviour, as that Fulins Ceſar wrote his Commentaries ? We pretend to 
doubt whether the Noble Phyſician penn'd the AQts of the Apoſtles,and yer 
make no queſtion but Homer wrote the I/zads, and that the e/&xeids are the 
Works of Virgil. | 

But fance there it no Compariſon between the reaſon of that credulous 
Refſpe& which is given to the foremention'd Authors, and the validity of 
that Evidence which TI have produc'd for Anaxanatton's Goſpel; I will tel] 
you (added Bextivelio,now addreſſing himſelf to Eugenius) the cauſe of this 
ſtrange Infidelity. 'Some fall into it by a lazy negle& of the confideration of 
thoſe Arguments which would make them give credit to this Story ; and 
many are unwilling to believe itbecauſe their Faith would diſturb the plea» 
ſures of, their Senſual Life. Theſe,though they never heard of any Counter- 
witneſs produc'd to diſprove this Truth,(tor there is none)and though they 
are not able to frame a rational ground.of Doubt, yet they endeavour to look 
upon it as a Fifion, becauſe it croſſeth their Adherence to a baſe Intereſt, 
The DiſfatisfaGtions which they pretend to the Holy Goſpel ariſe not at atl 
from the Defe& of thoſe Reaſons by which its Truth is aſſerted, but from 
the too-much Evidence which againſt their Wills they find there of the ne- 
ceſſity of a Holy Life, are too ſtrong proofs of the miſerable eſtate of thoſe 
unworthy Souls, who being favour'd with the Knowledge of its Precepts,do 
not anſwerit with ſincere Obedience. 

It were too long to trouble you with the Enumeration of all thoſe Devi- 
ces which they contrive to avoid the power of this important Verity.Some- 
times they pretend that theDo&rines reveal'd are contrary toReaſon,making 
God's Underſtanding no bigger then their own ; and pronounce thoſe 
things abſurd which they would not have had reveal'd; and endeavour that 

the 
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the Goſpel might be thought a Fable , though they cannot imagine at what 
tine it ſhould be feign'd, by whom, or for what purpoſe ; and deny that it 
was contirm'd by Miracies, though rhey cannot but acknowledge that if it 
was entertain'd upon any other Accompt , it was the greateſt wonder in the 
World. But theſe menwiil not let 1t be poſſible for God to affure his Crea- 
tures of Truth ; for he hath done ſo much that they cannot tell what more 
coask, only when they arc urg'd with it, they require faucily-that he ſhould 
repeat it. 

But that you way more p.ainly fee that this perverſe Incredulity , which 
is the great Fault of the preſent Age , ariſethnot from the want of any Cre- 
dibility in the Objea,or Defect of clear Evidence in the manner of propo- 
ſz!. I muſt acquaint you that many who convers'd with Anaxanatton when he 
liv'd upon Earth , did not entertain his Goſpel with that Faith which was 
due to his viſible Authority. The Proofs which he gave were Sufficient , but 
not Coinpulſive. Ir was highly convincing to all Perſons who were capable 
of Conſideration , that henot only perform'd ſuch Miracles as are undenia- 
ble Teſtimonies of a Divine Power, 'but ſuch as they pretended that Men 
ought to take them for a ſatisfactory Aﬀurance, and alſo verified thoſe An- 
eique Predidions which concluded him to be what he ſaid he was: yet they 
wrought no Effe& upon ſuch as were indiſpos'd by the Love of Sin to ac+ 
knowledg one ſent from God, who was a ſevere Reprover of their vicious 
Converſation. Anaxaratton obſerving the reaſon of this Unbelief, told this 
ſort of Perſons , that though one who was dead ſhould return from theother 


World, yet he would not be able to perſwade them that there is a Hell where 


ſuch as they were , are puniſh'd. Since we knorr this , why ſhould we be a- 
ſtoniſh'd at the moſt obſtinate Incredulity ? If the Jews gave not credit to 
their Eyes, why may not the Gentiles disbelieve their Ears ? 

Befides this , we cannot but take notice of a Cuſtomary Perverſeneſs in 
ſome Tempers, who when they have prepoſleſs'd themſelves with falſe 
Opinions, will not ſuffer them by any Arguments to be diflodg'd, and to 
prevent the Poſlibilicy of a contrary Perſwafion, reſolve againſt the 
uſe of ſuch means as would quickly give them an Afſurance of their 
Errour. 

Therefore to conclude this long Diſcourſe, ſince the Ingenuous part of 
the Worid didnot only at firſt receive the Diſcipline of  AnaxanaFor upon 
the fore-mention'd Princip!es, and have continued their Obedience to it for 
ſixteen hundred Years,and have ſupported the Truth of it withunanfwerable 
Arguments,there is no doubt bur the Glory of it will flourith till Reaſon be 


extingniſh'd. We muſt be content though wilful Infidels are juſtly permit- . 


ted toan Atheiſtical Scepticiſm,by which they are enabl'd to disbelieve any 
thing. Since it ſhews more handſomely to deny Principles then to reject 
Concluſions which follaw from Premifſes once granted , _ have ventur'd 
to ſtrike boldly at the Roots of Faith; but with ſucha blind Infolence, that 
for mine own part, I profeſs that if it were reaſonable to believe the Pytha- 
goreen Metempſychoſis, | ſhould ſuppoſe that the Souls of the moft dull Brutes 
do tranſmigrate out of their own into Humane Bodies. This Hypotheſis 
wou'd very well ſalve this ſtrange Phxnomenon. Bur fince we know that 
whilſt men negle& to improve their better Faculties, and indulge to them- 
ſ-ves the vicious Picaſures of a Senſual life, they naturally ſmk thewfelves 
into an unſpeakable Sotriſhneſs, and reje& what they ought to believe, 
though they have no Colinter-evidence equa! to the Demonſtration of Truth, 
becauſe it is irreconcileaÞle to that which they have refoly'd to love, _ 
Y nee 
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need go no further to ſeek a Reaſon of this ſtupid Unbelief. 
Thus, ſaid Nzomachus, did Bentivolio conclude the noble Hiſtory of 
a The King of ® Anaxanaiton. And now I mult repeat wy Entreaty, and deſire your Good- 
Kings. neſs to excuſe the Diſhonour which my weakneſs hath forc'd me to caſt upon 
Bentivolio, or rather upon Anaxanatton , whoſe Divine life I have very im- 
perfealy related. If you will not pardon me, yer I ſhall confeſs the Juſtice 
of what Sentence ſoever you pronounce againſt me , becauſe I have made 
your Patience alſo ro ſuffer part of the fore-mention d wrong , whilſt you 
have attended ſo long to my broken Rehearſal of the beſt Story in theWorld. 
The Company perceiving that A7comachus had finiſh'd the Recital of Benti- 
b 4 Divia Volo Diſcourſes , Þ Theonve gave him thanks , and ſo did all the reſt ; and 
Mind. after they had ſupp'd and ſpent a part of the Night in pertinent Refle&ions 
upon many pieces of the former Narration, they retir'd to their ſeveral 
Chambers , where they reſted with the greater tranquillity , becauſe the 
next day was appointed for their Journey towards Phroneſium. 

When the Sun was up, Theozoe and Irene went to Hrania's Appartiment,and 
underſtanding that ſhe walk'd in her Chamber, they went in,to let her know 
that all things were ready for their Journey. They came down into the 
Dining-room, where they found Pazaretus, Sympathus and Nicomachus, who 
had ſtay'd there a while in expeGation of the Ladies. Theonoe had given 
order to prepare a large Coach which would hold thanall, that ſo travel- 
ling together in one moveable Houſe they might enjoy the Pleaſure of mu- 

c Brotherly tual Converſation upon the Rode. They reſoly'd to go through c Philadel- 

Cn. toads phia, which was not much about, and at the Requeſt of 4 Symparhas they 

eth other, took the way which lies near the green Banks of * Callirrhoe , which is a fair 

e A Pleaſent River alwayes full of clear water, being ſupplyed by a rich ſtream which 

Kept Elms deſcended from the famous Spring f Agathorrhyton. They reach'd that night 

with Geodweſre to a beautiful Houſe ſituated upon he ivr , which belong'd to Symparhus, 
where they were ſo convenient]y lodg'd and generouſly entertain'datne they 
could not but perceive a rare concurrence ofa great Prudence with an equal 
Love in the completeneſs of their Welcome. 

Sympathuc duxſt not egtreat any Tonger ſtay here , becauſe he knew they 

were paſſioaately expedted at Phroneſiwm. The next day about Noon they 

g The Kings arriv'd at 8 Kepaxattxs intending to ſtay there an hour or two ; but before 
Garde. they came within two furlongs of the Houſe,they were ſurpriz'd with an un- 
| expected Encounter of many Friends. For it being made known that Beyx- 
| } Dicenerare 7190110 INtEnded £0 meet his Siſter upon the way , the Prince of * Theriagene 
par 4 would needs accompany him : the Princeſs i Agape , underſtanding that 
i-Charit'®= {Urania was that day expected, deſired leave of the Queen to go and meet 
0 * en a her and took with her & Philandra, | gatha and ® Polyſemme, " fas, 
1 4good Wo- © Uwyntor , and ſome other Gentlemen of Quality belonging to P Theoſebius 
—— "OR and 4 Alethion, rode along with them. Ir is not an caſte Task to relate the va- 
n 4 Hater of Tiety Of thoſe pleaſant Paſſions which were expreſs d at this happy Encoun- 
Falſhood. ter. Bentivolio ſaluted Urania with that great AﬀeGion which hethought due 
. yl to her, not only as his Siſter, but as {rania; whilſt ſhe embrac'd him both 
of God. as the beſt of Brothers, and one of the moſt exceilent Perſons in the World. 
- i= and f Panaretus and Bentivolio entertain'd each other as one Son] wou'd do it ſelf 
: if it were poſlible that it ſhould animate two Podies. The Prince of The- 
riagene expreſs'd that civility to Urania which ſhew'd his higheſt ReſpeR to 

her own Worth, and withal] demonſtrated a great ſenſe of the Obl'ga- 

tions which he had receiv'd from her Brother. The Princeſs , Fgape took 

Hrania into her Arms, and gave her many kifſes with ſuch an exceſlive _ 

neſc, 
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neſs that it would have fil1'd the Peholders with wonder, if they had nec, 
known before how nwuch that Vertuous Lady delerv'd to be lov'd , and alio 
remembred the intimate Friendſhip which the Princeſs had contracted with 
her. She: ſaluted @ Theonoe and » Irene with ſuch an endearing tendernefs, * 4 P-»n 
that they perceiv'd rhemſe;ves not to havea ſiall ſhare in the Happineſs of þ Sh 
this delightful Meeting. When the reſt of the Company had reveal'd their 
Joy in-all decent Expreſies according to the variety of their Re'ations, the 
Prince of Thertagene and the Princeſs of Theoprepia took Urania,and the two 
Siſters, which were her Fellow-travellers, into their Coach, and were ac- 
companied with the whole Troop of their Friends to © Kemnapaitus. After . 1, Kay's 
Dinner , which was ready as ſoon as they came into the Houſe, * Jgape en- Garden. 
treated the Prince « Alethion toengage the Company to haſten towards hy mn of 
Phronefuum, knowing that the King and the Queen were poſleſs'd with a paſ- x; uh. 
ſionate Expectation of their Arrival. | 
In a few hours they came to the City, and after they had enter'd the Pa- f 4 F»/bizper 
lace, f Theoſebins and g Phroneſia receiv'd Urania and Panaretus with ſuch a : Pridence. 
chearful Air and an obliging manner, that they made not only an infallible 
Confirmation, bur an unexpreſſible Addition to their former Love. I can- 
not pur the juſt Deſcription ofthis ſtrange Encounter into fit Language, be- 
cauſe my Phancie is not able to ſupply my Mind with a full Repreſentation 
of ſuch extraordinary Paſſages : only I can ſay thus much, that as the going 
away of theſe excellent Perſons was a larguid Image of the ſad parting of,dy- 
ing Friends ; ſo this Return, which was more acceptable becauſe lictle expe- 
Qed , was a lively Reſemblance of thoſe unſpeakable Endearments with * 
which old Friends will receive one another at the ReſurreGion. 
But Joy being at this time reſolv'd to break through all its banks , made 

a ſecond Tide at full Sea. For , whilſt this noble Company was at Supper, 
one of Theoſebis his Servants told the King that a Gentlemancall'd h Phila- h 4 Lover of 
lethes was alighted from his Horſe, and defir'd him to give notice of it to _ 
the Prince of Theriagene. Philalethes had accompanied Alethion in his Jour- 
ney to the borders of Theoprepia, but then return'd at the King's Command 
rodelivera Meſſage to Engenizs , and to ſerve his Aﬀairs in Theriagene : 
And the Company being acquainted with the Importance of his Negotia- 
tion, and having often taken notice of the Apprehenſions which Alethion 
had entertain'd for him, this News was very welcome tothem all ; but 4- 
lethion and i Miſopſeudes found themſelves ſo particularly concern'd in it, i 4 Hater of 
that after Phzlalethes came in, and had perform'd that civil Reſpe& which Falſhood. 
was due to ſo great a Preſence, the Prince of Theriageze took him into his 
Arms with many Expreſſions of AfﬀeGtion, and having with much unwilling- 
neſs releas'd him from thoſe tender Embraces, his Brother receiv'd/him with 
ſuch ſignifications of Love mix'd with Raptures of Joy that are not cafie to 
be repreſented. After they had finiſh'd their Endearments, and ſettled them- 
ſe]ves in that Deportment which was a neceſſary Obſervance of thoſe Per- 
ſons of Condition who were preſent, they took part of their gallant Supper; 
the whole Company entertaining themſelves not only that Night , but many 
Dayesafcer, with thoſe unexpreſſible Satisfations which were produc'd 
by this happy Encounter. | 

The pleaſure which Theoſebzus took in the agreeable Converſation of ſo ma- 
ny Friends , did not make him forget the condition of the Prince of k The- k Digenrrare 
riagene: and though he perceiv'd Alethion to take ſo much content in the ©*9#*- 
place where he was, that he ſcem'd to forget he was baniſh'd ; yet he knew 
that this was np Excule for the wickedneſs of his SubjeQs , who deny'd him 

TI leave 


164 " "Bentidolio and Urania: Book VL 


* leave to dwell in his own Kingdom ; and reſolving by God's aſſiſtance to 
vindicate his Wrongs,and to put him into poſſeſſion of his Father's Thronc, 

: he was confirm'd in his purpoſe by Letters from his Agent in Theriagene, 

hm __ which gave him Intelligence that * Aztithews intended to invade Theoprepia. 
care, Whereupon he ſent for Þ Amerimnus, the chief Biſhop of Theoprepia , 
(whoſe advice he alwayes ask'd in Civil as well as Religious Afairs ) for 

e 4 Redeemer his Chancellour , and © Lyſender the General of his Army , and acquainted 

__ them with his thoughts. They approving his Deſign ; which way ſhall we 
d 4W#ſtizpr endeavour to proſecute it ? ſaid © Theoſebiuzs, If you pleaſe, replied Ly- 
of God, ſander , you way ſummon the Depurtes of the ſeveral Provinces of Theo- 

prepia to meet at Phroneſiums , and when they are come, let my Lord 
Chanceliour give them notice of your Princely Intentions : they do ſo 
truly hate the name of Antithens , and honour the perſon of Alethion , 
that I am very confident they will be willing to contribute their beft 
aſſiſtance towards the Reſtauration of the Prince of Theriagene, What 
think you, my Lords ? ſaid Theoſebizs to the Arch-biſhop and the Chancel- 
ſour. They both replying that they were of Lyſander's mind, the King ap- 
prov'd their Advice , and accordingly gave order to the Chancellour to diſ- 
patch Letters to the four Diviſions of Theoprepie, to require them to ſend 
their Commiſſioners within four days to the Senate-houſe at Phroneſiums , 
to conſult concerning ſome important Afairs of State. The obedient Theo- 
prepians wade appearance at the time appointed ; and when they were mer, 
« One free fern the King, attended with * Amerimnns, © Lyſander, and his chief Miniſters 
cares. of State , went to the Senate-houſe ; and being much pleas'd with the chear- 
—_ ful fight of ſo nxany loving SubjeRts , after he had given them an hearty wel- 
flavery> Come to Phronefium , he congratulated the Happineſs of the Meeting in a 
ſhore Speech , and then commanded the Chancellour to let them underſtand 
the reaſons of their Convention. : 

One of » E- The Chancellour's name was 6 Calliphon; and Þ Theoſebine did fully de» 
b pro! rr monſtrate that he underſtood well what ſort of Perſons are fit to ſerve Kings, 
of Grd, © when he made choice of him for one of his principal States-men. It is true, 

the Concerns of his Place were great, but his own Wiſdom and perfe& 
Fidelity were not inferiour to them. The higheſt Truſt which one can pur 
in another is, to take his Counſel : But this 1s greater in Kings, becauſe 
their Affairs, to which Counſel is apply'd, are more important then ordi- 
nary matters, and the danger more conſiderable , if thoſe who give Advice 
have a greater regard to their own benefit then to his advantage that asketh 


It, 


0hom was Secret by the temper of his nature, and ſo Faithful inthe 
diſcharge of his Truſt, that he never ſet any oblique ends of his own 
contradiſtin& to his Maſter's Intereſt, but inall his Propoſals aim'd dire&ly 
at the King's Honour and the People's Happineſs. His Integrity was 
equall'd with a rare Wiſdom : for Calliphen being naturally of a quick 
Phancy , had improv'd the goodneſs of his Wit into Prudence by Experi- 
ence, and perfected it with vaſt Acceſſions by continual Induſtry. Being 
incited to all poſſible Acquiſts by a paſſionate Love which he had for Know- 
ledg , he endeavour'd to underſtand the natural Connexions and proper 
Conſequences of all things;and not to guide his Aionsby the uncertain Rule 
of unexamin'd Opinionsor general Sentences, He gave evident proof of his 
early Diſcretion by the Vertuous management of his younger Age , and the 
prudent Government of his Family ; and ſhewed the greatneſs of his Un- 


derſtanding by the proper Language and ſtrong Reaſons for which his —-4 
courſes ' 
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courſes were alwayes admirec when he had occaſion to. ſpeak in the Senate. 
He was deſign'd to the Study of Stare-Afiairs by his wiſe Father # Pitholo> a convincing 
gus, who was a Privy-Counſe!lour to Þ Phronimus : And when other Gallants _ _ 
crifled away their time in vain p'caſures, he accuſtom'd © Calliphon to read yaw. 
Books of Policy ,. Records of Treaties , and other Memoires of the moſt c 0# of «v E- 
famous States-men ; and being much p!eas'd with thoſe Improvements *#**/"*®*: 
which he perceiv'd him to make in this way , he acquainted him with that 
Intelligence which he receiv'd from Forrein parts, and made him under- 
ſtand the private Reaſons of the chief TranſaGions of State. By which 
means he arriv'd at a clear Knowledg of all things which might concern his 
Place ; ſuch as the Rules of Government , the Nature of Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, the Lawsof Commerce and War, the ways of Preſerving and Increa- 
fog the King's Revenue , the Duties of all Publick Offices, the Diſpo- 
ſition of his Country-men , the Conveniences and Inconveniences which 
might ariſe to them from their Neighbours : In ſhort , he had as much un- 
derſtanding of Perſons and Things as can be attain'd by a long Study of 
Men and Books. And now having the advantage of Years, and the benefit 
of a firm Memory , in which he had regiſtred the Conſequences of the moſt 
conſiderable Actions obſerv'd by himſelf, to which he had alſo added the 
Experiments of others, he was able to give proper advice in any buſineſs 
which could fall under Deliberation; 
Having given you a ſhort Charader of this excellent Perſon, I will ſet 
down his Speech. He is reported to have deliver'd himſelf in ſuch words 
as theſe ; 
Gentlemen , You will wortder at the occaſion of this Aſſembly , when I 
tel] you that the Wickedneſs which hath given us cauſe to meet is ſo extraor- 
dinarily ſtrange, that it tranſcends the worſt Examples which have been 
produc'd inour memory. We are in danger of an Invaſion from 4 Theria- —_ 
gene, only becauſe we have perform'd the juſt Rights of Hoſpitality,Cwhoſe F ip 
ſacred Laws are inviolably obſerv'd by all the World) not to a common 
Ally, butto the moſt Excellent Prince * Alethiow, who hath not only oblig'd £27" f 
us with the Aſſiſtance of his Arms, but hath made us owe the Lif: of our : 
King to the Generous Adventure of his own Perſon at the Battel in f Theygs- f 4 fight with 
machis. He is depriv'd of his Kingdom by a rebellious party of his Subjedts 94% 
upon this falſe Pretence , that when his Father was alive he kept at reaſona- 
ble correſpondence with his Confederates in Theoprepta. © 
Here Calliphon made a ſhort pauſe , ſeeing the whole Senate rapt into a 
paſſionate Admiration of this ſtkange News. When they had ſettled them- 
ſelves again, he went on thus ; | 
As thereneeds no witneſs to convince us of the falſeneſs of this inſotenc 
Calumny , beſides the Knowledg which we have of our own Innocence ; 
ſo we are ſufficiently aſſir'd of the reaſon why this horrid Accuſation was 
forg'd by the i] uſe which hath been made of it : And we are fully inform'd 
by whoſe traiterous indeavour it was fram'd,fince we underſtand that 8 Ai , in 4:hi, 
rithers hath uſurp'd the Kingdom. Ir is not needfull by many words to let 
you know our King's Opinion concerning this matter, or to uſe many Ar- 
guments to perſwade you to follow his Advice. As hb Phronimas our late þ 4 prudent 
Kingof Glorious Memory thought i  Anaxagathus worthy of his Friendſhip, prſos.  _ 
ſo E Theeſebius thinks it unworthy of him to deſert his Son, who hath de- |* jm 
monſtrated his high Regard to our Intereſt when we needed his help, or to of Gcd. 
flight an Ancient League, which was once beneficial to us, in a time when 
the diſtreſt condition of our Confederate doth ſollicit us to obſerve it. For 
h the 
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the performance of that which Juſtice requires and Gratitude commands, 
Theoſebinus thinks it: but a ſmall matter to protect the Perſon of Alethion in 
his Country , except wealſo afſert his Right with our Swords : And fince 
we cannot requite the Love of Anaxagathus by reſtoring to him that Life 
which he hath loſt by the fraud of Traitors , we will endeavour to repofſeſs 
his Son of his Kingdom, and by the deſtrudcion of his Enemies make him live 
a ALovref apain in a Alethion, and letÞ Theriagene know that they were not more wil- 
b Degenerate ling to aſſiſt us againſt malicious Forreiners,then we are able to deliver them 
Beails, from the Oppreſſjon of their own miſguided Arms. 
You arenot ignorant with what diſhonourable Aſperſions our Conſtituti- 
ons have been repreſented to the Ignorant World. It is true, we hadan op- 
© Fighting Portunity in the late War with the © Theromachians to let them know how 
Brahts. falſly they imagine , that humble Innocence and charitable Patience do ſo 
enervate mens ſpirits, that true Chriſtians are an caſie prey toſuch as have 
a mind to ſeize upon them ; they having found the contrary by their own 
experience, Though our Religion hath raught us that no Policy is compa- 
rable to Innocence , and aſſured us that an Obligation put upon our Neigh- 
bours by a conſtant Beneficence is one of the ſtrongeſt Fortrefſes in the 
World ; yet we have made then! underſtand<hat we have ſo much prudent 
Courage alſo to defend the Fort which Veriue hath rais'd,that it will always 
be.very hard for the Injurious tomake good their bold Attempts upon the 
4 Sack ar Boo peaceable d Theoprepians. They will not ſay in future times that Religion 
is « Divine hath made us Cowardly Fools , ſince we have given them ſufficient reaſon to 
OY believe,that, though our Patience ſet us above the low deſires of Revenge 
for private wrongs , yet we onght not. to expoſe our publick Concerns, 
which are dearer to us then our Lives, to the cruelty of the Unjuſt. It is 
neceſſary that we ſhould let theſe inſolent people of Theriagene know , that 
- the Humilityand Juſtice which will not permit us to arrogate any thing 
wrongfully to our ſelves, doth not make us willing to be enſlav'd by others, 
and that we can defend our ſelves againſt thoſe whom we do not deſpiſe. 
They well perceive by our preſeat Undertaking,that we think it as neceſſa- 
ry to prote& our ſelves againſt the Violence of lawleſs Perſons, as to reſiſt 
a dangerous Incurſion of wild Beaſts with our Arms, or to prevent the ca- 
lamity of an Inundationthreatned by ſwelling waters with ſtrong Banks. 
This alſo is a proper ſeaſon in which we may ſhew that the Theoprepian 
Principles are not terminated with our private Accommodation, but that 
they areextended to promote the Intereſts of others : And that we donot 
bound that Neighbourhood which our great Lord hath obliged us to love 
with the narrow limits of our own Country, but are willing to enlarge our 
careful Charity, if it were poſlible , to the vaſt compaſs of the Univerſe. 
Whereas our Enemies think that we are pitifully enfeebled by anAbſtemious 
Mode of Life , we 'will convince them of their Errour , and ſhew them 
that we donot only preſerve a good Health , but have alſo obtain'd a firm 
Hardineſs by the Rules of Temperance; and give them a clear Evidence, 
that the Courage wherewith we now aſſiſt a moſt juſt Cauſe, ariſing from a 
true Faith in God, a due Contempt of the World , and certain Hope of - 
Immortal Life , doth far exceed that common Valour which depends only 
upon the ſtrength of a natural Temper, is flouriſh'd with high Diet, and 
blown up with the deſire of Spoils, or expeGation of Triumph, after 
Vidory. 
This is enough , Gentlemen , to ſhew you the reaſonableneſs of Theoſe- 
bius his noble Reſolution. -The way by which he intends to endeavour the 
accom- 
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accompliſhment of his Deſign , 1s , to lead an Army into Therzagene ; ty 
which means we ſha:l carry ro them thote Fears which they hope to bring 
hither , and poſſibly make them repcat of their malicious urpofes before 
they have power to put them in Execution, and Ly Gced's he:p itafonably 
extinguiſh.that Fire which they have kindled in Ther:2pene with a purpoſe 
ro inftlame T heoprep1a. It 15 well known how Eanaba! ct: itreſt the Romans, 
when he tranſported his Sonldiers into Italy; and that 4pathecles ſhew'd a 
preat $Kill in Military Affairs by fighting the Carthagenians 1n Africk,, when 
he could ſcarce defend his own City again{t their Ficer which lay before it 
in the Port of Syracuſe. Though our Cafe is 1n no reſpect fo necetiitous, yet 
by this means v.e may hope ſpced1'y to prevent the Trouble which is pre 

pared for us. | 

We nee not fear that this undertaking wi.] Le liable to tuſpicion among 
our Neighbour-Kingdoms ; for the T reaton of ® Antaheus and his Faction 3 -* 48 «8. 
is ſo notorious, that they muſt needs juſtitic the Aſſiſtance which we give to 
the wrong'd Þ Alerhion, and ſo unanimouſly condemn the T, heriagenians, thai b A Levir of 
whatſoever miſery ſhall happen to them, they will at have this comfore 7%: 
teft , that they ſhall be thought unworchy of what they ſutier ; all conc}u- 
ding that they ought to undergo the Extremity of Puniſhment , who have 
dohe what they could to deſerve it. Weare alſo fairly invited to this Acti- 
on by the Generous Examp!e of thoſe noble Strangers, Bextivelioand his 
Brother, who lately ſojourning in theſe parts , and having notice of theſe un- 
happy Actidents, have refo;v'd not toreturn to their own Country till they 
ſee Alethion repoſſeſt of his Dominions. 

I need not tell you that our contelt is with inconfiderableAdverſaries;buc 

if I ſhould ſpeak after the manner of other Orators, I might ſay that we are 
in greater danger of rfot obtaining much glory in the Conqueſt,then of meet- 
ing any great difficutty in the Combat. We are to encounter Beaſts enfee- 
bled with Luxury , who are fo unable to fight, that they can ſcarcecarry 
Arms: And indeed their number is fo ſmall in compariſon of thoſe who 
hate their abominable Conſpirecy,that I look upon our Journey rather as a 
Viſit made to Alethion's Friends,then a War undertaken againſt his Enemies. 
Having ſaid thus much , it is fit I ſhould conclude. It were impertinent to 
trouble you with a long Oration, for I am yot ſuch a Stranger to the temper 
of the Theoprep!ans , that I can think my words needful ro perſwade them to 
an Engagement which is both full of Juſtice and Honour. 

When © Calliphen had done ſpeaking, 4 Sympathius , who was one of the © 9ne of an Z- 
Commiſſioners for © Philanthropia, took this Opportunity to expreſs the —_—_ 
Afiction which he had long before entertain*d for the Prince of Theriagene, paſſionares 
and in a ſhort Speech declar'd his high Approbation of the King's Deſign, *%"* 

gg ee « 6p . e Kindneſs to 
profeſling that, in his Opinion , the Arguments which the Chancelloar had gs. 
us'd to fignific how neceſſary it was, gave ſo much SatisfaQtion, that he 
thought more could not be reaſonably deſired. 

Afrer him * Chariſtion, 8 \myntor, Þ Paſiphilus, * Euphron, k Caladoxus and #4 Charitab's 
1 Ariſtander ſignified their concurrence in the ſame Opinion with Sympathue. $7 uyee. 
Then the undertaking was approv'd by a general ſuffrage of the whole Aſ- h 4lover of all 
ſembly, who a-fo voted that the Condu of this Afﬀair ſhould be left en- £9 1 
tire'y to the wiſdom of Theoſebigs. The King gave them thanks for the un- 197'd man. 
animovs chearfulneſs with which they entertain'd his Propoſal, and told £ one of edle 
chem that he thought it requiſite to Iift only ten thouſand men , whom he Hypo good 
himſelf intended to lead ; adding, that he made no doubt but by this num- Mas, 
ber, with God's bleſIingand the Affiſtance of Alerhion's Friends , he ſhou'd 
Le 
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be able ina fort time to reduce thoſe who were moſt unjuſtly his Enemies 
to their due Obedience ; and then gitmiſt the Ailembly, 
Theoſebira returned to his Palace,and acquainted Alethion, who was then 
with Gentivolio , and the reſt of his Companions, with th&good Afections 
a Suchaslive of the * Theoprepians. Whereupon the Prince of ® 7 heriay-pe having ex- 
—_ Divine preft his thankful Reſentwent of ſuch an obliging Favour, his friends alſo 
b Degenerars WIEN Juſt Praiſes extoll'd the Generous King of Theoprepia and his worthy 
Beaſts. SubjcGs : and as they entertain'd a great Joy in the hopes of Alethion's Re- 
ſtauration, ſo they pleas'd themielves not a little whilſt they percetv'd that 
they ſhould not be deny'd the Honour of þeing Inſtruments in the accom- 
pitſhment of it. | * 
Here 17 way poſſibly beexpeced that TI ſhould let my Reader know how 
e 4 Redermer this nob.e Company ſpent their time, ti!l by the prudent Induſtry of © Ly- 
of Mew. ſander ie Army cou!d be put into an Equipage fit fora March. It would be 
0) long 79 give an account of thoſe various Diverſions with which they 
were entertain'd by the moſt courteous Prince Theoſebixs. I wil only re- 
a One free from Jatea (hore Story , Which be deltir'd the learned Biſhop 4 Amerimnws to tell 
ſecular carer. them as they ſate one day in a pleaſant Summer-houſe which adorn'd the 
Ava ro * Garden at © Kepanadtus. It happenedas * Philalethes was acquainting his 
F 4 lever f Prince with the condition in which he left Theriagene , and telling him who 
wg were the chicf Perſons in favour at 8 Poliſtherium , among wany others he 
| ng td named Þ Hieromimus; whereupon Amerimnas {mild : which Bentivolio 
h0ne who apes perceiving , afloon as Philalethes had ended his Diſcourſe , he ask'd the 
Hoy thing. £00d Biſhop the reaſon of that Pleaſantneſs which he had obſerv'd him to 
3 4 We ſhipper Expreſs upon the mention of Hieromimus. | Theoſebins imagining the 
of cd, © cauſeof it, and knowing that the Story of Hieromimus would be an accep- 
table Recreation to the Cowpany, prevented Amerimme in his Repl y , and 
defir'd him to give them a ſhort Character of that vain Perſon, and to ler 
them underſtand how ridiculouſly he had behav'd himfelfnort long before in 
Bere begins a Theoprepia. 1 am very willing to perform any ſervice, reply'd Amerimnus,by 
inn; ew which I may ſhew wy Obedience to your Commands ; and fince you have 
fiaſm Sd Re. Wade it my Duty to report the Extravagancies of Hierommus to this excel- 
lgous cheat. lent Company , I will let them know what T have underſtood by Letters 
"8 from ſeveral friends of mine who knew his Family , what I learn'dfrom the 
k 0n-eafily de. OntelliOn of & Thelgomens one of his Diſciples, but of late undeceiv'd by 
ceivable | Alethologus, and by ſome Diſcourſe which had with m Myſoplapus, who did 


nc _ ſo diſcover the Impoſtures of this Jugtier , that he made him aſham'd to ſtay 
hates Cheaters. in Theoprep1a. 

| | : : ho ; : p 
n 2h Connery Hieromimus was born in the greater * AJpateonia. His Grand-father's 


of Lies. name was ® Simmagns, a wan ſo paſſionately ambitious of being look'd up- 
0 Simen M#- on as an extraordinary Perſon, that he ofter'd a ſumme of Money to Al- 
_ mighty God to ſell him a Miraculous Power ; but being rejected with ſuch 
a direful Reproof as was due to his wicked Impudence , he bought of the 

Devil a Magical skill, by which he was enabled to perform many things be- 

yond the Abitity of Vulgar Wits, and attain'd ſo great a Reputation among 

p Very Gread. the common People , that they chang'd his name to p Pammegas. Simma- 
ens being puft up with their vainapplauſes , blaſphemouſly afſum'd to him- 

{lf the Title and Worſhip of God, and boaſted alſo that his unmodeſt 

Sim Magus COMPanion4 Helena was a She-Deity. He continued his impious courſe for 
hi» whire, ſome years, till at laſt he was met by one of Anaxanadton's Servants , who, 
as Simmagws was riding in the Air to the amazement of many beholders, mel- 

ted his waxen Chariot,by pronouncing his Maſter's name,made him fall down 

and break his neck uponthe ground. His 


* 
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His Son * Moralazor, not deterr'd with his dreadful Fate, follow'd his 2 4 proxd foo 
Father's Examples : and having heard that in former times , when God ſent 
great Prophets and holy Apoſt.es to make known his Divine Pleaſure to 
the World, he beſtow'd upon them a power to ſpeak and do things Extraor- 
dinary, by which men being aſſured that they came from God , gave them 
an honourable Reception due to ſuch Meflengers ; Moralazen being of an 
arrogant diſpoſition , did earneſtly defire to make the World believe that 
he himſelf was a Prophet , but of an higher Rank then any who were ſent be- 
fore him. He thought himſelf not unprovided of rare News to deliver, 
having fanſied ſome ſtrange Opinions , of which he was ſo paſſionately en- 
amoured , that he perſwaded himſelf that it did more concern the World 
to know them then any Doarine which they had formerly receiv'd. He 
fail'd of his ExpeQation , for he died a little after he had begun his 
Work. | 

But his ſon Þ Hieromimnus, being well acquainted with his Father's inten- One hes 
tions, and-pretending that he inherited his Prophetical Spirit, reſolv'd to Oe 
carry on the Deſign : and remembring ( for he had been told ) that true 
Prophets by converſation with Angels , or by reaſon of the glory of Divine 
Illapſes , did many times ſuffer ſtrange Ecſtaſtes ; he thought with himſelf 
how he might counterfeit this Sacred Paſſion, and made uſe of divers Arts 
to ſuper-induce upon himſelf and others an Enthuſtaſtical Fury ; and being 
well inſtruced in his Father's Opinions, divulg'd, or, as he ſaid , brought 
from Heaven a new way of going thither , and boaſted that he was ſent to 
reform the World by a new Diſcipline. He talk'd often of a myſtical Divi- 
nity, and promiz'd to ſpiritualize all former Knowledge ; though indeed he 
did only ſubvert trueReaſon with wild Fancies,and allegorize venerable Hi- 
ſtories into a ſublime Nothing. 

Before he began to put his fooliſh thoughts into praQtice , he perceiv'd 
that it was very hard to carry on ſucha new buſineſs with a ſufficient plauſi- 
bleneſs withour the Aſſiſtance of ſome cunning Aſſociates ; and having con- 
fider'd which of his Acquaintance were fitteſt to be truſted with this great * 
Secret , he obferv'd that © Dawigeer, © Fackleyd, and * Fammnail were com- © David 
plexion'd much like himſelf, and ſo of a humour which would eaſily be ta- "_ A 
ken with his Propoſals. He told them that it was reveal'd to him by the Leyden. 
Angel Hithladens that he ſhould be the King of the new Jeruſalem, and that © James Nai- 
he had ſhewed him by a new Expoſition of the old Prophecies , that though m” 
they were. fulfill'd literally in * AnaxanaFor, yet they were toreceive a 5 74, King of 
Myſtical Conypletion in him,and that he was defign'd byGod to chooſe Prin- Kings. 
ces torule under him inall Nations ; and to ſend Prophets to convert the 
whole World to his Obedience. Theſe Proſelytes hoping for no mean Offi- 
ces in his 8 Hropian Kingdom , gave him infinite thanks for communicating g #bichis ns 
to them ſo fublime an Aﬀair, and with all humble willingneſs offered their %*%* 
utmoſt fervice to one whom God had deſign'd to ſuch high Honour. 

Though this piece of his Plot ſucceeded according to his deſire, yet Hi- h 4» 4mbi- 
e&rominwus thought that he wanted ſtill more he!p, and therefore wade choice 81% Taker. 
of three other Aſſiſtants; b Loxias , who had a great faculty of ſpeaking j* 
what neither he nor any elſe did underſtand, whom he appointed to amuſe k one who can 
his Hearers with rais'd Nonfenſe ; | Phlegon, who was very uſeful for his I 
hot zeal; and £ Pandacryon, who would weep wher he pleas'd. With 1 one who di- 
fome ſinall rewards and great promiſes he engag'dalfo in his ſervice 1 Arts 29s *3 the 
&rus and 1 Thaumaturgus : they were fit for his purpoſe , both of them pro- 6s who 


feſſing Ghrromancy and Phyſtognomy ; Aſtriatrus pretending alſo that he could works ſeeming 
Z make V*ud"7. 


| 
| 
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make Horoſcopes, and knew how to divine by the Stars. Hieromims con- 

tented himlelf with theſe, having chang'd the reſolution which he once took 

up, for he intended a while in imitation of the m_—_—_— Mnaxanatton's 

Apoſtles to make his Fol'owers Twelve ; only he added to them two She- 

a One verſed # SECYEtaries, # Pannychis and b 2 uintilla, not indiſcreeily : for one of them 

_ FE” teing Epileptical , and the other troubled with the Hyſterical Paſſion , they 

b montanvs pretended thepitt of Raptures: and theſe , beſides other uſes, ſerv'd him 

$1: Whore. when he travell'd , for Lacquays. They affirm'd themſeives to be Couſin- 

© One protend- Germains , and cail'd themſelves the Daughters , one of © Co/pra, the other 

ing 1 ſpeak © Velleda. 

from a mouh «© x7. omimus deſigning not only to out-do all the Prophets, but to equal 

+ Germain and excel their holy Maſter * Anaxanafon, and having entertain'd a fancy' ' 

Propheteſs. that he was like that incomparable Prince in ſome Perſonal Reſemblances,he 

nn " hadprocur'd a Copy, which was long ago pretended to have been taken of 

F The King of - him by one call'd Lentulws, and endeavoured by Art ro make up what was 

Hs 9 z Wanting in Nature for the cowpletion of a Compariſon both abominable 

pj and ridiculous. He had Hair of a Cheinut colour, long, but not thick, 

after the manner of the Jewiſh Aazarites, parted in the middle, and a little 

curling ; his upper Garment was ſo fram'd , that it ſeem'd to be a ſeamleſs 

z David) Coat. 8 Davigeor , looking upon this Garb as unbecomming his Dignity, 

George. perſwaded him to wear a Doublet of Crimſon Sattin., b fackleyd , thinking 

he did not uſe Ceremonies correſpondent to his Majeſty , advis'd him to 

be ſerv'd in Plate, and to give him leave to provide a gilt Chair, in which 

he might ſit as on a Royal Throne, whilſt his Servants made humble Ad- 

dreſſes to him upon their knees, and ador'd him as the King of the New 
Feraſalem. 

His affairs being thus order'd , he commanded his Shee=Lacquayes to at- 

5 The Coguntry tend him in a Journey which he was to take from i Apateonia towards Phro- 

of Decet. meſiurs in Theoprepia. & Famnail provided him an Ais, which Hieromimus 

— m appointed to be brought without Bridle or Saddle, and begun his Journey 

before the Sun was up , becauſe he intended to finiſh it in one day. This 

fore-caſt was neceſſary , for he had four and twenty miles toride, and it 

Two wheres, being Winter , the weather was foul and the way very bad. Pannychss and 

Dauintilla aſſiſted him with Torches; but when they had gon about a quarter 

of amile, he commanded them to caſt away thoſe poor external Lights 

making them believe that one far moreglorious ſhould preſent] y ſhine forth 

upon themfrom within, and ſhew them their way. The Lacquayes obe- 

diently put out their Tapers ; but as they went on it was ſodark that they 

quickly loſt their way , and knock'd their Heads againſt Trees, ſtumbled 

at 'preat Stones, and ſometimes tumbled into Ditches, the Promiſe of 

Hieromimus being unable to enlighten the Air. However, being arm'd 

witha blind Confidence, they went on till they came to a narrow Bridge, 

which the poor Beaſt for want of Enthuſtaſtical eyes to make him ſee in the 

dark, miſs'd, and threw the falſe Prophet into Water, Mud and Impatience. 

Pannychis and 2 wintillaventur'd inafter hiw; and when they had with much 

difficulty pull'd him out and ſqueez'd him, Pannychis told thaw, that ſhe had 

a Revelation that they ought not togo any further till the Day ſhould dawn, 

 Hiheromimus having pay'd dear for his bold Error, was content to be mutual- 

\ ly exhorted , eſpecially becauſe they cau!d not get out the Aſs, which was 

laid faſt in the Mire, When the Light began to appear , the Aſs had ſtrug- 

led her ſelf out, and as ſhe was going tograze , © nintilla catch'd her by the 

Ears, and the Rider having gotten upon her back , they began to warch a» 


gain 
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gatn; but as they went along, the Aſs being not held in with any Bridle , 
did by ofcen going out of the Road create t0 much trouble toboth the Lac- 
quayes 11 regtsing her, that they were force to te there Garters together to 
wake a Curb for the unruly Peaſt., When tiey had ſ[carce gone half their 
way , the faint Aſs , being much wearied with che heavy load of this 
far Balaam, ſtood fill. . Hzeromimnus kaving no ſpurs, ſhe would not 
anſwer the dull blows of his unarm'd heets : whereupon © ntila went 
ro the next hedge , and having p!luck'd off a ſprig of thorn whipp'd her 
on. The Angry Aſs being inrag d with the pain which the receiv'd 
from theſe ſharp prickles, did frequent'y ſhake her Rider with rude 
Kicking, and at laſt the foft Prophet was fo valid with the hard back 
of his lean Steed , thar he was forc'd to te!l his Lacquayes, thar it was 
their duty to rake off their Pericoats and Jay them under him for a 
Saddle. 

[n this mad guiſe Hieromimws arriv'd at laſt ina Village not far from Phre- 
nefiuam , well known to molt of this Company , and which will be for ever 
fawous by reaſon of his being there ; his- two impious Attendants blaſphe- 
moutlly ſinging Hoſarna's to him, as he paſt throuph the Streets to his Lodg- 
ing, which was taken up forhim beto:e by # Famrail.and whither his Com- ; James Nais 
plices reſorted to him. lor. 

The Company having laugh'd a white at this ridiculous mode of Travel, 
b Amerimms went on thus : the firlt trick which he ſhew'd after his Arrival ur egy 
wasa Device invented long ago by one Pſaphon. He had a Cage full of Par- 
rots, which he had taught to ſpeak; and accuſtom'd to pronounce theſe 
words , Hear Hieromimus. Theſe be convey'd privately into a Wood by 
e Loxiss, whom he order'd to let them flie among the trees., and returnun- © A 
ſeen. The Parrots being glad ro' have eſcap'd their Priſon repeated the Oe: 
Syllables , which they. had well learn'd, with a loud chearfulneſs. The 
Neighbourhood wondering at this ſtrange Voice of Birds, inquir'd who 
this  Hieromimns was. A holy Prophet , ſaid Davigeor whom God hath 
ſent amongſt you t9 give you the laſt warning of Repentance. Whilſt ſome 
exprelt a wonder at the advice of Birds (| peaking with an Articulate Voice, 
a Aftriatrus , * Phlegon, * Thaumaturgis , and the reſt of Hieromimms his 4 dar bo bn 
Apeats, according to the Inſtructions which they had receiv'd from him, vines 6y the 
endeavortr'd to ſupport and augment the great eſtimation which this Acci-= —_— 
dent had begun to lodge in the minds of ſome weak people, -and told them, #2. 
not without ſighs of deep Veneration, that Hieremimus was a Divine Pers f 9" who 
fon defign'd by God for the Paraclete long ſince promis'd , conſubftantiated —__ 
with the Deity , and deſcended lineally by the Mother's fide from the holy 
g Achamoth,belov'd of God above a'l men ; und that the Dignity of his tran. 8 4m. 
ſcendent nature did wany times reveal it ſelf by moſt glorious Irradiations, 
his Face ſhining with ſuch illuſtrious beams, that they werenot able to look 

- pon him. 

Sometimes they extoll d his Divine Knowledge, affirming him to have 
attain'da rare Wiſdom which was never before imparted to any created Be- 
ing: which he rece:v'd not by Education, by improvement of Reaſon, 
by reading of Books, by Obſervation, or any ordinary way by which com- 
mon men attain their Skill, but by Revelation; God having ſ far fa- 
vour'd hi , that he ſhould not be at the trouble of co-le&ting Knowledge by 
rational Dilcourfes, but ſhew'd himall things after an intuitive manner in 
Feſtaric k *Drrams and Propherick Viſions. And they boldly affirm'd that 
God id jonyer ime; 54:9 t him into the Celeſtial Regions, where he ſaw 
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a Things not to 
be named. 

b Swperceleftal 
things. 

c 114th, 


d Owe who apes 
Holy Things. 


e All wiſdom 


f A Cantivg ; 


term of the 
! ks, 


a Anonomaſta and Þ Hyper-Urama , heard the voice of deep Silexce , ſaw the 
infinite meaſures of the w/o number'd the eAZonian Ogarads, and beheld 
without any amazement the famous TetradFys,who brought with her c Alethia, 
and made her ſhew her ſelf to him without a Veil; and, which was an 
honour not allow'd to Arch-angels , ſaw in the Cabinet of Heaven the ſacred 
Trias with bodily Eyes , from whom he receiv'd the Keyes of thoſe Treaſu- 
ries where the moſt hidden Myſteries arelocked up. 

d Hieromimus endeavour'd to juſtific their Lies ; for, pretending to be 
thus wonderfully illuminated , he tqld the World that all 01d Dodrins were 
but Fables, decry'd Humane Reaſon as a name of the moſt fallacious Igno- 
rance, condemn'd all Learning as Black Art , reproach'd Books as the Tools 
of Antichriſt, call'd Libraries the Devil's Kitchins , and þ4d them only a- 
wait the Irradiations of a Light which would ſhine within them if they gave 
obedience to his Precepts , and teach them infallibly , nake them Judgesof 
Truth and Falſhood,and render them unaccountable to others for their Opi- 
nions or Actions. In ſhort, he boaſted that all who were before him had ne- 
ver penetrated ſo much as the Rind of true Wiſdom, but only had read the 
Hiſtory of Truth which they did not underſtand ; but that he was honour'd 
with the Myſtical Light, the Inward Word which doth enlighten all things, 
which God had Centred in him as the Intelle&ual Sun , appointed to chaſe 
away the ſhadows of Darkneſs , and to illuſtrate the World with a Spiritual 
ſenſe ; and promis'd toall that follow'd his DireQions , that ina little tiwe 
they ſhould ſee all things, being incompaſs'd with a holy Cloud, and be uni- 
ted with God by a Divine Ignorance , which ſhould teach them to verifie 
Contradi@ions,and make them one withevery thing which they underſtood. 

Toencourage thoſe who would become his Diſciples,he promis'd to give 
them a Book written by himſeHf, which his Scholars called © —_— , but 
which he nam'd c Faldabaoth , in which he had recorded whatſoever was 
known formerly, 'or poſſibly to be known in all Ages to come, He boaſted 
alſo of a magnificent Charter which he had receivd from Almighty God, 
which contain'd a Grant of _— Priviledges as were not before allowed 
to mortal men and that he had Authority to give them to whom he 
pleas'd. The chief of which was, That ſuch as conform'd to his Diſ- 
cipline ſhould not need the Mediation of our Saviour, ſhould be par- 
don'd without making uſe of the Propitiatory Sacrifice of his Death, and 


. ſhould have a Diſpenſation from the Obſervance of his Laws, to which 


z Impudence, 


others are oblig'd : He having as he ſaid, receivd a Commiſſion from 
God to ſupply the DefeQs of the imperfe& DoGrine of Chriſt , to make 
all things new, and amongſt the reſt a New Teſtament, to reform the 
Auſterity of holy Laws , and to ſave the World , not by Obedience per- 
form'd to ſevere Rules, but by pleaſant DireGions, the Relaxation of Self- 
denial , the Abolitionof the Croſs, and free Conceſſion of Senſual Plea- 
ſures. Beſides this , he told his Proſelytes that they ſhould have an invio- 
lable Beauty fix'd upon their Souls, which was no more capable of being 
blemiſh'd with that which is uſually call'd Sz, then Invulnerable perſons can 
be wounded , or Gold loſe its Colour by being caſt into Mud, He was ſo 
bold alſo as to inſtitutean obſcene Myſtagogy , and call'd it the Method of 
Holineſs, by which only men are capable of preparation for the Society of 
the Perfe& ; and told ſuchas would believe him, that they ſhould not be 
ſeen by the Great Judge when he took cogniſance of the wicked World, 
though they ſtood naked before him,by reaſon of a thick ſhield call'd 8 Ane- 
dea, with which he promis'd to cover them all oyer, 


That 
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That Obedience which he requir'd of his Diſciples was to renounce their 
former Knowledge , to recelve his Diates without Examination, to be 
baptiz'd 1n his Name , and to renounce converſation with thoſe which were 
not of his Se&, our of which, as he to:d them, there is no Salvati- 
ON. 
To make proof concerning the truth of his bold Aﬀertions = Aſtrietrus 
was principally imploy d ,, who by his Skill in Phyſick having done ſome 
ſinall waiters , b Thaumaturgus was order'd to cry themup as effects of a 
Miraculous power. < Phlegon , Famnail and 2 uintilla were ſent into the 


2 #2 x60 De 
vines by the 
Stars. 

b One who 
works ſeerning 
wonders. 


neighbouring Villages to report Great Cures done upon themſelves. Phlegon c 4n Incen- 


faid that Hieromimus had reſtor'd him from a dead Palſy with breathing 
upon bim. QLuintille affirm'd that ſhe was freed from the diſtempers of 
the Falling-ſickneſs only by being 16 his Company. Famzail proteſted that 
he was born deaf and dumb,but that from the firſt time in which he ſaw Hzte- 
romimu be could both ſpeak and hear. As they were met according to ap- 
pointment one day in a Town not far from Phroneſium , Phlegon diſcourting 
after his uſual manner , one * Pſeadolux , formerly a Jugler in * Apateonia, 


diary. 


d A Cheater, 


whom they had engag'd to be of their Party , being preſent , happened to © Preeipe. 


fall into an extraordinary Paſſion , and having foam'd awhile at the Mouth, 
and ſtrugled after a ſtrange Mode, fell intoa Trance, which the By-ſtanders 
judg'd to be real, becauſe when his Companions prick'd pins into his 
fleſh , he neither ſtarted nor ſeem'd to have any feeling. . After ſome time 
when he came to himſelf , he began witha diſtracted countenance to ſpeak 
ſome Hebrew and Greek Sentences, though what he ſaid was only 
ſowe few words which he underſtood not , taught him by. Aſriatrus. The 
other Aſſociates expreſt other ſymptoms of Edtaſy and Rapture ; for 
Hieromimws his Agents as they travelled had entertain'd Hyſterica/Women, 
Men vex'd with Hypocondriack paſſions, Epileprtica! perſons, and ſuch as 
Melancholy had made half mad , who were eaſily caſt into Fits by the cun- 
ning Artifice of their Inſtrudors , and alſo by ſuch Rules as they had learn- 
ed from their own obſervation of their particular Diſtempers. 

Having proceeded thus far in their deſign, the next Scene was to terrific 
their Auditors with the fear of Damnation into an Obedience of the Com- 
mands of Hieromimus. To efte& this f Pandacryon was order'd ina Field 


f One whe 


? could weep 


where all theit Company was afſembled, to getup into a Tree to preach Re- when be plens'd 


pentance, and threaten deſtruGion to ſuch as within two days did not 
ſubmit themſelves to their new IKſcipline; endeavauring to make then 


believe that upon the ſecond day following , g Hieremimus ſhould appear g 0ze wheaper 
in his Princely Robes, as the dreadful Judge of the- diſobedient World, ## thingy 


Pandacryon gave them a Caſt of his Office before hand ; for in his Maſter's 
name he condemn'd all Churches as Antichriſtian Synagogues , revil'd their 
Paſtors as Hypocrites, and call'd the Diſciples of  AzaxazeFon Fools,and 
pronounc'd ſuch as continued in their Chriſtian Faith Rebels tothe true Sg- 
veraignof the World Hieromims. 

Whilſt Pandacryon was making his paſſionate Oration, and had now begun 


to weep, as he pretended, in commiſeration of the obdurate Theoprepians 
who, except one Þ The/gomenws , were not much mov'd with his Rhetorick 


' h Onceaſily 


, c heated. 


i Miſoplanu happened to arrive in the place, who having heard of their iovewho bares 
praGices before, and ſeen this laſt piece of their religious Pageantry , call'd «heaters. 
to Pandacryon to deſcend from his Pulpit in theſe words ; Come down, thou 
Crocodile, dry np thoſe Hypocritical tears. It 1s only in Apateonia where ſuch 
Cheaters are believ'd, in Theoprepia you muſt expect to be laugh'd at. [ſhould 

ngt 
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not trouble my ſelf to talk with thoſe who are {far below the Capacity of a 
rational Conference , that they deſpiſe all Addreſſes made by others, except 
in the way of Applauſe, and diſdain to ſpeak, except it be to give Law ; 
but that I think it is worthy of a Chriſtian to pity your Folly, and to make 
a charitable confutation of your Errouurs , in hope that you may poſſibly 
bereclaim'd , and to prevent the dangerous Effects which rhey mult needs 
produce, if they be entertain'd in the minds of thoſe plain people who have 
not ſufficient diſcretion to guard their integrity from the [nvaſion of cun- 
ning Cheats. 

Firſt I muſt tell you that you have laid the ſcene of your plot very im- 
properly in Theoprepia. We are not apt to take high pretences for ſtrong 
Reaſons , toadmire Impoſtors becauſe they are proud , or to believe Lyes 
becauſe they are boldly affirm'd. Do you think that we areoblig'd to eſteem 
you a Prophet , becauſe you talk of Revelations ? or to adore you as a Di- 

* The Land of Vine Perſon , becauſe you were magnified in * Apateoria ? You ſhould ra- 
Deceit, ther have made your journey into a Country which had never heard of 
Simon-Magus , and ſet up your Stage in ſome Town where Montanus was 

never nam'd, or the Exchytes. You might do well totalk of Raptures to 

ſuch as know not what Boaſts every Poet uſes to make of the Muſes In- 
ſpirations, to thoſe who have not read the Story of Ari/keas, who never 

heard of Miro: his Cave, or the Valley of Egeria, who were never told 

of Lycurgus his journey to Delphos, Sertorius his Doe, or Mahomet's Pigeon. 

You aremiſtaken to think that you have brought us any ſtrange News : we 

are acquainted not only with the Hiſtory of the old _— and the Pagan 
Enthuſiaſts , but alſo of Neoterick mad-men ; the Alumbrado's of Spain, the 
Darviſet of Turkey, the Fanaticks of France, the Nicolatans of Germany, 

and the Impoſtors of Holland ; who pretended both to ingroſs Illumination, 
to monopolize Charity , and incloſe the Spirit of God from all the reſt of 

the World to themſelves, when they did only hedge a Cuckow of their 

own breeding within the bounds of their particular Set. I wonder how 

you came to think that the World is grown ſo ſtupid, that it would eafily 
entertain all the wild Imaginations of hot Brains for Revelations of the Di- 

vine Will , and ſo miſtake the irrational ſuggeſtions of every arrogant Spirit 

for thoſe holy Beams which ſhine from the Light within , which every be- 

' holder is bound to follow. You may poſſibly perſwade thoſe to be in love 

with your Ecſtatical Paſſions, who had rather be Mad than in their Wits ; 

and make ſuch believe that your ExtraFagances are Divine Efforts, who 

#6 never heard of the Triennial Orgiay's of Bacchus , the Fanatick Verſes, En- 
T thuſiaſtick Dreams, and wild Furtes of the Corybantes ; and by your Art; 
make thoſe tremble who by Nature and Education are but too much inclin'd 

to Paxick fears. But you muſt know that the Thetprepians are not ſo fooliſh- 

ly in love with tranſported Thoughts and ecftatical AﬀeGtions as you imagine, 

and that they do exceedingly deſpiſeall Enthuſiaſtica! Raptures in compari- 

ſon of a humble Faith and ſincere Vertue , that they place them infinitely be- 

Jow the free uſe of ſober Reaſon, and eſteem thoſe poſſeſt withan high de- 

gree of Madneſs already, who look upon Alienation of Mind as a thing 
deſirable , and equal them to ſuch as prefer the tremulous wotion of a Pa- 

ralytick Arm before the ſteady quietneſs of an healthful Temper. 

Muſt we admire thoſe Actions as Divine Efleds in you , which we know 
to be the common Prodngs of natural Cauſes , and trouble thoſe who are 
deſtitute of a good Health whether they will or no? Who knows not tro 


what various diſturbances Melancho!ick perſons are ſubje& , and how thar 
Noxtous 
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N ox10us humour , when 1t grows predominant , tranſports men into {trange 


Thoughts and extravagant AtieCtions ; eſpecially if it be heighten'd artiti- 
cially by walking 1n thady Groves or ſolitary Valleys, by littingin dark 
Caves, or by Converſation with thoſe who are apt to affright the timorous 
with wild countenances , gaſtly looks , boid threatnings , and other myſtical 
devices? Since this temper produceth the ſame Effects in Religions as it 
doth in other inſtances,ſhall we wonder that ſome of you call your ſelves 4n- 
gels,yhen others upon as flight a ground think themſelves Wolves? Why may 
not diltraced Zelots pronounce themſelves eMeſsia's , when crack-brain'd 
Footmen have thought themſelves Emperours ? A vehement Intention of 
mind, to which this Temper is apt, doth eaſily breed an Ecſtatical paſſion ; 
and when the Phancy is once engag'd by this potent deluſion, men believe 
they ſee and hear what was never ſpoken or made viſible. Thus Phrenetick 
perſons ſee Men , Horſes and Armies in the Clouds, whilſt they walk in 
the fields , as ſick people do the ſhapes of living creatures upon white walls, 
when they lye in their beds, Yet you require an Approbation of your Fol- 
lies from others , and command them to dance proportionably to the height 
or lowneſs of your whimſical Muſick ; though they know the reaſons of 
our Diſtemper , and have obſcrv'd what ludicrous, and ſometimes abomi- 
nable effe&s, have been produc'd by your miſtakes. The diſturb'd Melan- 


choliſt not teing able to diſtinguiſh between an abus'd Phancy , ſolid Rea- 


ſon, and Divine Inſpiration, whilſt a dark Cloud hovers over his Imagina- 
tion , doth uſually exerciſe Repentance, and takes the Paroxyſms of a Fla- 
tulent Diſtemper for deep Mortifications ; and as the Darkneſs increaſes, 
fals into tears , and makes many Tragical expreſſions of Grief, as if he ſaw 
more now then he did before. So Children hide- their heads within their 
bed-cloths, though they ſee nothing , when they have affrighted themſelves 
with the ſhapes of Devils pourtray'd only in their Phancies. When the 
ſtorm is blown over, the Penitent ſeems to' be poſſeſt of heavenly Joys by 
the return of a Divine Spirit ; when it is only a change of bodily temper, 
which might be rais'd much higher, even to exceſſive laughter nar ey dan- 
cing , by theapplicationof a Tarantula, When this ſick Phancy is joyn'd 
with a Feveriſh heat , then the impotent Squl is fill'd with a Divine ardor ; 
and if it have formerly entertain'd diſcontents againſt the preſent Powers, 
it blaſphemes Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, Orders, and thinks it ſelf inflam'd 
with a holy Zeal , when itis only ſet on fire partly with a helliſh Malice I 
partly with aduſt Spirits. When this temper is moleſted with proud defires, 
the Ambition quickly diſcovers it ſelf in a vaſt ſcorn of others; and thoſe 
whoare infeſted with it proclaim themſelves Kings, Prophets, or Popes, or 
all theſe; as it happened in the Peruvian Doffor mention'd by Heoſta. If 
it happen that their waking Phancies are confirm'd by nocurnatDreams,they 
are abundantly ſatisfied of the truth of their Errors ; though many times they 
tell their Accomplices in the Evening, what they ought to dream in the yight, 
and divulge the next day. | | CAN 

| Whilſt theſe thingsare thus manag'd , ſome By-ftanders , who are proger- 
ly diſpos'd by an eafie Faith, are uſually catch'd with Deluſion, and'then. 
the Enthuſiaſt begins to think himſelf ſome great Thing ; though a Liaraay, 
as well conclude that he ſpeaks true, becauſe ſome believe him. The Con- 
tagion of Error 15a common thing, and moſt modern miſtakes pray eafilybe. 
parallel'd by Examples which have been produc'd in all. Ages, . Themultiz 


tudes of abus'd people ſignitienothing in point of aſſurance.concerningTruth | 
toſuchas haveheard of the noxious Phrenſy of Cybele's Prieſts., the ſtrange. 


humour 
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humour of the Mileſian Virgins, the general madneſs of the Abderites , and 


the Delufion which did ſo ſoon and ſogenerally ſeize u pon the Haphlagonians 


by the contrivance of Alexwnder and his Aſſiſtants, It is a mean excuſe for 
choſen Delirations to lay that othersare infected as well as our ſelves : how- 
ever fantaſtical Prophets, being animated with the ſucceſs of their Plots up- 
on their fooliſh Proſelytes, rake confidence , and think they are ſufficient!y 
warranted by the number of thoſe that beiieve them , to appear as Judges of 
the diſſenting World ; and being poſſeſs'd with the narrow !oveof their own 
dear Herd , pretend that zs an authority for the hatred which they expreſs 
againſt others as wicked Unbelievers ; and the whole Party being infected 
with that Arrogance which 15 incident to all little Sets, they juſtifie their 
Schiſm by condemning the Church, and excuſe their Pride with Malice. 
You would have been apt to wonder at the cold Reception which you find 
in Theoprepia, if I had not ſhewed you the cauſes of our Incredulity : And 
I muſt tell you further , Hieromimus , that we have more reaſon to be ama- 
zed at your Arrogance , then you have to adwire our Unbelicf: and I am 
apt to think that you would not ſo eaſily have entertain'd great thoughts of 
your ſelf, if you had not look'd upon usas Fools, who would take mens 
ftrong Appetites for Impulſes of God's Spirit, and give Faith to Wanderers 
becauſe they are ſtrongly deluded with Self-conceits. I confeſs I wonder 
how you became ſo preſumptuous as to ſuppoſe that we are ſo ſtupidly cre- 
dulous, as to believe every man that ſays he came from God ; who beſides 
his Boldneſs can ſhew us no reaſon to think ſo. If you pretend to be ſent by 
God upon a Divine Meſſage , you ought to produce your Letters Credenti- 
al, What Miracle have you done fince you came into this Country ? What 
Blind man have you cur'd witha Word ? What Lame man have you re» 
ſtor'd to the uſe of his feet by commanding him to walk ? Whom have you 
rais'd from the Dead by Prayer? You ſay you are Commiſſionated from 
Heaven to ſhew us the true way of Happineſs, and boaſt of Authority to 
give us Laws in God's name, and fo to rule our Raith and Obedience ; but 
this being a matter ſutable ro Ambition, you may very well give us leave 
to demand aſſurance that you are ſuch as you pretend to be, leſt we fooliſh- 
ly ſubmit our ſe]ves to Impoſtors. It is well known that Divine Revelation 
ts one of thoſe things which have been often Counterfeited , and that Mira- 
culous Power hath been falfly imitated. Would you have us think thoſe lit- 
tle tricks which your Accomplices have perform'd, to be the Supernatural 
Produds of Omnipotence, and to come near the nature of Miracles, which 
may notonly be equall'd, but exceeded,by very ordinary Artiſts ? You are 
much,miſtaken in the profeſſion of Enthuſiaſm; for you manage it ſo POOr= 
ly , that you come far ſhort of the Artainments of your Predecefſors. You 


' ſhould have invented ſomething before you came hither which would our- 


doe Fennes his Serpent, Alexander's Egge, and Pſaphoy's Birds. 
It is your unhappineſs not to have met with people who would believe 
what you ſay at a cheap rate-of proof. You wou'd have niade raze ſport 
ng thoſe who, not knowing the cauſe of Eclipſes, might have been 
perſwaded to think you could darkenthe Sun with a Charm ; and who, be- 
ing ignorant of the reaſons of the Moon's Illumination , might have reve» 
renc'd as Prophets the foretellers of the thne of the Nows-lunium ; and have 


made a rare advantage of a Summer's ſeaſon , by inducing Fools to'believe. 


that you can teach Cows to divineconcerning Weather , and foreſee Storms, 
having known before that they will make wild excurſions when they per- 


ceivea different temper of Air by an alteration in their bodies. The filly 
» Indian 
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Indian would adore you, who wonder'd that a Letter could diſcover how 
many figs he ſto'e of thoſe which he carried to his Maſter's friend , though 
he hid ic under a ſtone whilit he devoured chem. You might have perform 'd 
rarc exp'oits by carrying with you a Bealam or two, who could endure to 
have pins thruſt into their arms, or a Lacedemonian Boy , who would laugh 
while he was whipp'd: for without doubt they would have thought that 


you had render'd them invulnerable by your Divine Art. But much more - 


might you raiſe yourexpeQation concerning you,if you wauld tranſport one 
or two Laplanaers, and beiides their Ecltatical Trances , let them ſee the 
{ron Frags hop upon their eMagical Drums. You might alſo wake ſuch 
people believe, that it is by Celeſtial Inipiration that Women in a dark night 
do ſometimes riſe out of their bed in their Sleep, walk down little ſtairs, 
and go overnarrow bridges ; whilſt you boldly aifirm that it is not poſſible 
it ſhould be done otherwiſe , without open eyes and clear light. You way 
perſwade themalſoafter the ſame manuer that Epilephies are Raptures ; and 
that ſuch as die of an Apoplexy do only ſuffer an Apotheoſis. 

But the defe& of your Knowledge in natural Conſequences, except in 
thoſe Inſtances which are vulgarly known, will hinder you from the reputa- 
tion either of Prophets or Magicians in Theoprepia ; and we will be contenc 
to be eſteem'd Unbelievers, becauſe you are dull Artiſts. However I canngt 
but take notice of one uſeful Device which you have excogitated, which is, 
that you deny leave to your Auditors to examine your Principles; juſt ac- 
cording to the manner of thoſe who, having a mind to put off Counterfeic 
Coin, do vilifie the uſe of Touch-ſtones. You deſpiſe Learning , becauſe 
it demonſtrates your Ignorance : whilſt you burn Libraries, you divulge 
your fear of Books already written; and when you write more , you re- 
veal your Hypocrifie : for ſometimes you ſay that all writings are needleſs, 
and for the moſt part pronounce them hurtful ; and yet the Preſs cannot be 
quiet for your Non-ſenſical ſcribling. Whilſt you ſcatter your Pamphlets 
in the Streets, you abandon the ſufficiency of that famous Principle , which 
ſome call the Lizht within And now I have nam'd that Internal Light, I 
mult add ſomething more concerning it to prevent Cavils. It is true, the 
Inwars Light, which is more properly called Reaſon, or, The ability of our 
Minas to underſtand , doth make us capable of Converſe with God ; unto 
this Principle he applies himſelf, for he doth not teach Stones; and if ir 
were nat for the Light within, we could know nothing without us: But our 
Minds are capable of Guidance , and our Knowledge of Improvement from 
many things without s ; and in Divine Matters we have a great neceſlity to 
be inform*d by the Holy Scriptures. That this is true, is ſufficiently mani- 
feſt, in that Pretenders are not able to ſpeak of Religion but in words bor- 
rowed from theſe writings ; and whilſt they perverſly abuſe the Notions 
which they receive from hence,and talk againſt Ourward Light , they ſpeak 
diſingenuoufly againſt Chriſtianity in Scripture-phraſes, and ſhoot mali- 
ciouſly at our Saviour with Arrows ſtoln out of his own Quiver. By neg- 
le&ing thoſe External helps which you unworthily vilifie,you are fallen int 
ſuch a groſs miſtake , that under pretence of Inward Illumination you prg- 
nounce your ſelves infallible in what you think,and Unaccountable for what 
vou ſay ; and being warranted only by Ignorance, wake bold to obtrude 
upn the World the irrational ſuggeſtious of your own diſturb'd Spirits, 
and, for wan: of due examination, take your ſtrong Appetites for Divine 
Impulſcs, and wild Phanctaſins for-heaven!ly Revelations. | 

Belides this, I nit alſo tel] you that you are viſibly mark'd with the 

Aa known 
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known ſign of Impoſture, and ſo do plainly diſcover whence you came a- 

gainſt your Wills;that 1s, the Irreverent Expreſſions by which you caſt diſho- 

nour upon our Saviour's Perſon,and thoſe fooliſh Alluſions by which you have 

diſparag'd his DoFrine.You would have us think wean'y of his Incarnation, 

who afterhe was born prov'd himſelf to be G6d manifeſt in the fleſh ; and 

exhort us to ſlight his Interceſſion , by whom only we have Acceſs to the E- 

ternal Father ; and:do ingratefully undervalue his Death , who ſhed his 

bloud for the Remiſſion of our ſins ; and disbelieve his ReſurreQion and 

Aſcenſion, which is our aſſurance of Immortal Life. Unworthy men ! Do 

you defire to be regarded who ſpeak contemptibly of that Divine Prophet? 

Shall we think well of you who deſpiſe the Grace of Heaven which Ange's 

wonder at ? and reproch the Erernal Prieſthood of God's Son, who is made 

an Advocate after the Order of an Endleſs Life to plead the cauſe of Peni- 

rent Sinners, and negleGing humble Faith in God through his Mediation, de- 
ſert your Saviour, whilſt you admire the folly of every arrogant Whiffler. 

Your Predeceflors endeavour'd long fince to Allegorize the Perſon of 

Chriſt into themſelves, to expound his Sermons out of their genuine mean- 

ing into their own myſtical Non-ſenſe, to evacuate his moſt glorious Actions 

into Metaphors, and by all to transform the higheſt Truth into vain Simili- 

tudes ; perſwading the World to believe, That the Hiſtorical Verity is but 

the Oldnefs of the Letter , and that the Nativity , ReſurreQtion , Aſcenſion, 

and Return of our Saviour to Judgment , are to be conſtruedafcer the man- 

ner of e/Eſop's Fables into uſeful Morals, and that they were intended only 

to declare what is to be done inus by way of Alluſion. 

= E.”. God ! * Hieromimws,What can you hope to make of the Myſtery of the 

abpetinn... Goſpel, when you have rendred the Hiſtory contemptible ? What diſho- 

nour have you offer'd to the moſt obedient Death of our Saviour , when in- 

ſtead of that PropitiatoryOblation preſented to the Eternal Father, you have 

reduc'd it only toan equality with the Sacrifice of a Sheep, and bid us un- 

derſtand no more by it then that is a lively Emblem of Death, and ſo have 

vainly takenaway the greateſt Argument by which we can be perſwaded to 

undertake that which you ſay we ought to do ? All your Motives taken from 

hence, if you uſe any , arefonly Reſemblances of an Hiſtory which you un- 

detvalue. Is not God's acceprance of Chrilt's obedient Death the hope of 

our Pardon? and is not the Love of our Saviour, whilſt he died for our Sins, 

the great Perſwaſive of Mortification ? Is not the ReſurreGion of that great 

Prophet the Confirmation of our Faith in his DoGrine , when he afſur'd it 

with ſuch a Miracle ? and doth not his Aſcenſion prove to us the certainty of 

an Immortal State , and encourage us by Obedience to his Precepts , and 

Conformity to his Exemplary Life,to prepare our ſelves for it ? Whilſt you 

pervert this Relation by ſome phraſes miſapply'd , you reproch the Goſpel 

in its own language , and inſtead of Chriſtian Religion endeavour to thruſt 

upon the World a few Poetical Alluſions , make the Goſpel of our Saviour 

a Romance , offer us for ſolid Food Muſhroms , and make his moſt noble 

AGiions ſcarce ſomuch as an Example ,and ſome of thema Lie, and ſo teach 

men to rejze& ſober Senſe, and their own greateſt Concernments , for the 

vanity of Canting Terms. Did our Saviour aſcend into Heaven on'y Me- 

raphorically?and ought he to be crucified in us too as well as upon theCroſs? 

For ſhame grow wiſer , and for fear continuenot to wrong one who is very 

able to puniſh you. If the Infidel World do not give credit to that excel- 

lent Story being ſet down in its own Native truth, what will they do when 


you have turn'd it into a Fable? If wicked Couls deny it in their Works, 
wi.l 
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will you overturn it in Words ? If Hypocrites do not obey it as they 
ſhould, wil: you convert them with Blaſphemy ? 


By this, added 4 Mzſoplanus, you may ſee not only the Ineffequalneſs of aone who hates 
your preſent Endeavours, butalſo the Impoſlibility of accompliſhing any «a#r-. 


Deſign which you can lay for the future in Theoprepia. You doas vainly at- 
tempt to level our Saviour with your Mock-Prophet as the arrogant Frog 
endeavour'd to ſwell her ſelf to the Proportion of an Ox ; and do fooliſhly 
propound your Enthuſiaſin to be embraced by thoſe, who know that wild 
Raptures difter as much from Divine Revelation as Parſley doth from 
Hemlock. 

When Miſoplanus had ſaid this, he deſired Þ Hieromimus , « Thelgomenus, 
and one or two more of his Companions, to go with him to kis bouſe, 


where he deſired to talk ſome things with him privately. Hieromimus was bated. 


unwilling to accept of the Invitation; but at the entreaty of The/zomenus, 
who was one of his half-Converts, he was perſwaded to it. When they 
came thither , M:ſoplanus carried Hieromimus and Thelgomenus into a Turret 
which was upon the top of his houſe , from whence he had a fair Proſpe& of 
the Country , and alſo of the City Phroneſium. Whilſt they were diſcour- 
ſing of the beautiful Scituation of this houſe, a Pigeon of that ſort which is 
call'd Carriers came flying 10 Myſoplanus, and brought a little piece of Paper 
roll'd up in her Bill , which ſhe deliver'd and flew away. Hzeromimus won- 
der'd at this Accident, for he kney not that there were ſuch Birds. Miſo- 
planus open'd the paper and found theſe words written upon it, Hieromimus 
#5 ax Impoſtor. This increas'd his admiration ; and as he was conſidering the 
ſtrangeneſs of that which had happen'd , his Amazement was ſudden!y 
heightned ; for he heard a voice in the Air which five or ſix times together 
repeated theſe words , Repent, Hieromimus, Repent. The truth is, there 
was a neighbouring Eccho , which was fo rarely fram'd by a natural Art, 
that it would very often repeat any ſhort ſentence ; and M5ſoplanus having 
plac'd one behind a Rock, who unſeen pronounc'd the words which the Ec- 
cho reverberated with a Jiſtin& ſound , Hieromimus took it for a voice from 
Heaven , Thelgomenus trembled for fear, and deſired that he might go down. 
You ſhall, ſaid Mzſoplanus: but not returning the ſame way by which they 
came up, he ledthem through a Room which was artificially darken'd , ha- 
ving only one little hole left open through which the light was permitted to 
enter, with a glaſs plac'd before it : and whilſt one of Mſoplanus his Ser- 
vants held a large ſheet of white paper at a fit diſtance from the hole, there 
appeared upon it a lively repreſentation of a dreadful Speare, as Hieromi- 
mms and Thelgomenus ſuppos'd ; but it was only the ſhadow of a wan with 
an ugly Vizour upon his face, dreſs'd up in the form of a Satyr, witha hairy 
Skin, two horns, andcloven feet, who walk'd in the Court before the 
houſe , and by this Artifice was ſhew'd within. Thelgomenus ran down the 
ſtairs ina great fright, thinking it was the Devil. Miſoplanns , not know- 
ing what ill efte& his fear might produce , went after him, and ſo did his 
Servant. Hieromimus being left alone , becauſe he could not readily find 
the way out , began to beafraid that the Devil would murther him in the 
dark, and cry'd out for help ; which he preſently receiv'd by the return of 
Miſoplanus his Servant. When they were all come down, Miſoplanus , 
being willing to let them underſtand their Ignorance, call'd for the Pigeon 
which brought the paper, and inform'd them how he contriv'd the other 

pieces of their Deluſion. 
Hieromimus much enrag'd with this affront went to his Lodging, pronoun- 
Aa 2 cing 
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a One wbo cing many Curſes againſt ® Miſoplanrs, and, ſeeing his hopes overthrown in 


bn ce Thexprepr, departed privately 10 Therigen, » Jack was taken and pur 


Leyden. rodeath, for inciting the Theoprepians to Rebellion. © Fammail was whip 
© qa Kai. ped , for arrogating to himſelf Divine Attributes ; and being put with his 
fellow-Mad-men into Bedlam, was order'd to ſtay there till he ſhould ſo far 


| ____returnto his Wits,as to be able to underſtand that he was but an ordina 
ms mendis- Mortal. Davigeor, a Phlegon, © Aſtriatrns , f Thaumaturgus , and the ret, 
e One who di- made an Eſcape into 8 Apateomra : only the two She-Lacquayes having poſ- 
vines by the ef;d themſelves with ſtrong apprehenſions that they were deſtin'd to _ 


- ——_ vert the Mahumetans , and to reform the Pope, went one to Þ Turcopelts, ani 
works ferinidgh the other to t Sceptirolls. 
workers Whilſt the Company were almoſt weary with laughing at this ridiculous 


of Deen. Story, and were giving niany thanks to ® fmerimanus for making the Rela- 
Conſtanti- tion of it , a Gentleman came from Lyſandey, to let the King know that the 
Rome, Army deſign'd for Theriagene was come to the Rendezvous at I Naupattus, 
kone free from which was the chief Port in Theoprepia , and that he had pur the greateſt 
= gay part of the Souldiers aboard the Ships appointed for the Voyage. I am 
build Ships in. VECy glad of it ſaid m Theoſevims , and , ſince the wind is fair , we will looſe 
m A Wo ſhid- ng opportunity; it may poilibly hold good till we arrive at Theriagene. Ot- 
ny" ay of ders being given to the Court to remove with all poſſible ſpeed to Naupat#- 
Truth, us, T, heofe Ins and n Alethron, with the reſt of their noble Companions , de- 
voted the next day to lulemn Prayers, which they made publickly to Al- 

mighty God withan humble Earneſtneſs,and declar'd that the Victory which 

they deſir'd did not depend upon the Courage of Men , but the metcy 6f 

God ; and the day after they began their Jouthey towards the Seaſide. The 

o Charity, QOmeen, the Princeſs 6 aun , and the other Ladies, entertain'd no ſinall 
Apprehenſions for their Friends, who were going to try the hazards of War, 

whoſe Events are alwayes doubtful ; but placing their hopes in Gods Aſ- 

filtance of a moſt juſt Cauſe they took their depatture with a ſubmiſſive 


p 4 Redeemer Quietneſs. As ſoon as they arriv'd at NavpatFus, a Council of War be- 


+ f ing held, at which were preſent both che Kings , Benrivelio and his Brother, 
Id? + Lyſender,g Miſopſeudes, c Philalethes,® tunymtor, * Sympathus, » Ariſtander 

food J q ; , 
r Aleveref x Paſwphilus, arid ſome others ; it was teſolv'd that they fhould endeavour ts 
c 7 ll ſurprize y Hypponyx the principal Haven of Theriagene , which was fo call'd 


t Owewho becatiſe the Form in which it was built reſembled the Figure of a Horſes 
pities _ hoof. : 

hn The Prince of Theoprepia fail'd in the Admiral, being accompanied with 

x A Friend 18 {[othion, Bentivolie and Myſopſeudes ; Lyſander commanded the Vice» 

ci baf, Admiral , Paſiphilas the Rere-Admiral ; other Gallant men poſſeſſing the 

reſt of the Ships according to the King's appointment. They weigh- 

ed Anchor the next day, and the wind continuing fair they came within five 

Leagues of Hipponyx about four of the clock in the Afternoon. But then the 

wind turn'd, Tal blowing with a ſtiff gale , the Fleet, according to the ex- 

ample of their Admiral, came to an Anchor 3 by which means they were 

z 49 4nti-god, diſcover'd by the Hipponyttians,and he that commanded the Town for * 4z- 

tithews immediately prepar'd to put it into a poſture of defence. A Signal be 

ing given , the Commanders of the ſeveral Ships went aboard the Admiral, 

where it was -reſol'vd that a Shallop ſhonld be ſent off with a Herav'd te 

ſummon Hipponyx to yield up the Port to Alerhion , and to offer a Pardon t6 

ſuch as were willing to return to their Obedience to their lawftll Sovereign. 

The ſight of the white Flag upon the Prow of the Shallop was a great Joy 


to the Hipponyttians, for the whole City was put into a great Conſterhation 
by 
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by the Arrival of ſuch a great Fleet at ſo near a diſtance ; and all the Inha- 
bicants, except ſome few , would willingly have accepted of Alerhion's gra- 
clous Propoſition , bur that 4 Atheophilus the Governour, in whom Axtithegs « 4lover of 
had p'ac'd noſmall confidence as in his moſt fairhful friend, prevented the 4% 
declaration of their Intentions, by ſwearing that he would immediately kill 
him that ſhould dare to ſpeak of a Surrender. The Herauld returning , and 
having declar'd the Governour's Anſwer , the Princes reſolving to purſue 
their intentions with ſpeed , order'd that the ſame night a convenient num- 
ber of Shallops attehded with four Frigots ſhould ſtorm the two Forts 
which were bttilt. upon each ſide of the River to ſecure theentrance of the 
Haven. 

The Ships deſign'd for this ſervice being committed to the condue of 
b Ariſtander, © Chariftion,% Amyntor and © Sympathuws ; Bentivolio, © Miſop- b 4 very gut 
ſeudes,8 Panaretns and Þ Philalethes reſoly'd to accompany them in this ter- — ——_ 
vice. They fill'd ſome of the Shallops withFagots to throw into theTrenches, pero. 
and Ladders to ſcale the Works : and having underſtood that the paſſage 4 {4 Helper. 
into the Haven was ſecur'd by the Hulls of old Barks faſtned together with pews pg 
Chains , they appointed ſome Veſſels with Souldiers furniſh'd with Axes f 4 Hater of 
to looſen the Chains and break the Bridge, and provided two Fire-boats _ 
to burn the Barks. After the Signal given by a great Gun they weigh'd An- 4 alenef 
chor, and making ſeveral boards they 'arriv'd at the Mouth of the Haven a- 7h 
bout an hour before day. 

Ariſtander , who was accompanied with Bertivelio, landed his men, 
who were deſign'd to attaque the North Fort, as Chariſtion and Panaretus 
did on the other ſide ; and in the mean while eMzſopſeudes, Amynor and 
Philalethes , in ſeveral Veſſels fill'd with Marriners and Souldiers , ſet upon 
the chain'd-bridge.  Atheophilns had plac'd his beſt men in the Forts, know- i 4 Leuer of 
ing that if they were loſt , he ſhould not only grant his enemies a free en- brit; 
trance into the Maven , but alſo receive great annoyance from the Guns 
which were planted upon them. His Souldiers welcom'd the Theoprepians, 
with their Canon ; and when by the noiſe which they made as they march'd 
they perceiv'd that they were at a convenient diſtance, they ſaluted them 
with Muſquet-ſhot, giving themnotice with flaſhes of dreadful light where 
they might find their Enemies. This did nothing amaze the —— 
for they went boldly on ; and though the Bullets whizz'd over their heads, 
and ſometimes lodg'd thewſelves in their bodies,they came up cloſe to theit 
Works; and having caſt in their Bavins, and yet finding the Trenches not 
fill'd up, they threw themfelves into the water, and ſwam over , being en- 
courga'd toit by the generous example of Bepntivolio and Ariftander ; and 
having plac'd their Ladders began to ſcale the Fort. As they went up, they 
from above knock'd them down with Stones , which made ſome of them uwn- 
able to get up again. Bentivolio to prevent that diſcouragement which might 
poſſibly have happen'd to the Souldiers from this manner of oppoſition, 
commanded them to cover their heads with long Fagpots carried by two 
tnen , ont at each end ; which made them ſome defence. Having ſet his 
foot upon a Ladder,he receiv'd the ſame ſalutation with his Companions by 
the blow of an heavy ſtone upon his ſhoulder , which would poſſibly have 
lefſened a weak edtrape , bur it increas'd his; for going up readily , and 
ealling to thoſe whb were next him to follow him , notwithſtanding all 
the Refiſtahce which the Enemy could make, he got to the top ; and having 
ſlain thoſe who made a vain attempr to hinder his entrance , he gave his 
followers a more eafie Acceſs. 4riffander ſucceeded as happily in his attempt 
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upon the other fide of the Fort. And now the dreadful Iwage of Death 
grew vitible with the firſt Appearances of Light ; for the Souldiers inclos'd 
in the Fort hoping ſor no ſafery but by the Expulſion of their Enemies , and 
they reſolving to take it or die, both parties produc'd mortal EfleQs of a 
great Courage ; whilſt they gave teſtimonies of their ſtrong defires. Ben- 
tivolio hewing out his way to a place where he perceiv'd the Caprain of the 
Fort to wake ſome of his Companions fall by his Sword , being inrag'd 
with Love and grief, gave him ſuch a blow upon the head, rhat he cur 
through his Helmet and cieav'd his skull. A#iftander with the ſame ſort of 
valiant Actions forc'd himſelf a paſſage from the other fide into the midſt of 
the Fort , where meeting with his friend they deſtroy'd ſo many with an in- 
vincible Courage, 'that thoſe few which were yet unkill'd, being utterly 
diſcourag'd by the loſs of their Captain ard the pallantry of their Aſſailants, 
threw down their Arms and ask'd for Quarter. In this ſervice the Theopre- 


a 4wrygud pians loft not many ; the moſt conſiderable was * Ariſkander's Lieutenant, 
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who was ſlain by the Captain of the Fort at the top of his Ladder. 4r;- 
ander was wounded in the right cheek, and Bertivolio , beſides the blow 
upon his ſhoulder, receiv'd athruſt in his left arm. 

In the mean while v Amyntor, © Miſopſendes and 4 Philalethes attaqued 
the Bridpe. Thoſe who were ſet to guardit perceiving their approach, pro- 
vidcd to defend themſelves , and gave fire to their Muſquets, as if they 
had intended to make Day with the light which was darted from the Mouths 
of their Guns : Bur ſhooting ar a venture, their firſt Vollies had no very 
pernicious effe@,neither did they hinder the Theoprepians from approaching 
the Bridge : for Amyntor and Miſopſeudes faſtened their Shallops to it with 
hooks ; and Philalethes , who had the command of the Fire-boats, lock'd 
them to their Barges notwithſtanding all that the Enemy could do to hinder 
him, and leaving the Combuſtible matter to perform its own office, went 
to another place which was not yet aſſau:ted by his Companions ; and ha- 
ving mounted the Bridge , ſecur'd an Aſcent for tivo more of his friends : 
and whilit they made their Swoids give a dreadful teſtimony to their Ene- 
mies , that their coming thither was to their extreme diſadvantage , a nu- 
t.2rous coinpany of bo!d Souldiers ruſhing impetuoully upon them forc'd 
11 into his Boat, and his Companions into the water. Mzſopſeudes and 
Amyntor , after wany Repulſes and ſome wounds , made good their ſtand- 
ing upon the Bridge , and forc'd many of their Enemies into that fide of the 


- 4 4venlike River which was next to © Hipponyx , and repell'd thoſe who endeavour'd to 


{> tdor [es hoof, 


ſupply their rooms with ſuch irreſiſtible blows, that the T —_—_— had 
opportunity to mount themſelves upon the Bridge without much difficulty; 
which when they had aſcended, they requited thoſe who help'd them up 
with the effects of ſuch a gallant Courage, that they. made the Hipponyttians 
ſeek defence for themſelves by running towards the Forts which were builr 


f 4 Lover of upon each ſide of the Haven. . It fell out unluckily for * Philalethes : for he 


Truth, 


having again recovered the Bridge with ſome of his Men , was by the impe- 
tuous violence of the affrighted multitude driven a good way along the 
Bridge, and by the irreſiſtibleneſs of their wild Motion was at laſt thruſt off 
into the Water , being accompanied with many others., who having puſh'd 
off thoſe who were before them , were alſo carried off themſelves by ſuch as 
were behind them. Philalethes, and his Companions were forc'd to ſave 
their iives by ſwimming to their Boats. But this miſchance turn'd to their 
advantage;for they had ſcarce recover'd their Shallops before theFire-boats, 
doing the Execution to which they were deſign'd, ſer on fire that part -= - 

ridoe 


— 


NR — — ——— — — —— 


i582 


———> . = — emep—— 


Hentivolio and Cirania, 


= = 4s 


they quickly Jiſpoſſeſs'd rhe Hippenyetians by throwing them into the w3- 
ter, and ſo made themtelves Maſters of thole ſcatrer'd pieces of the Floating 
Bridge ; which notwithſtanding they not being able ro rule for want cf 
Rudders,were forc'd to goas the ſtream was p!cas'd to conduct them,and fo 
were in danger to be carried away Captives when they had avercume , but 
that ſome of their party perceiving the condition in which they were,made 
towards them, and tcok them into their Shallops. 

© Panaretus, *Chariſtionand © Sympathius imployed themſelves with an 2 9 Warva 
equal gailantry in the gaining of the other Fort, which was of a larger pe. RE 
compals , aid was filled witha deſperate company of Antitheus his Merce- © 4 Compaſiie- 
wries; who when the Theoprepians came near the Trench, ſaluted them *** 4% 
with a ſhowre of Stones and Bullets, and were requited with Hand-Gra- 
nado's which the Theopreprars threw into the Fort;which though they broke 
ſucceſsfully , and ſtruck pieces of Iron-ſhells into the faces of ſome, and 
the bellies of others , and kill'd many ; yet rather enrag'd then weaken'd 
the Survivours , which made the Acceſs more dangerous to their Enemies, 
and the Vidory more doubtful. Pazarerss ſignaliz'd his Valour in this 
Action, and as he was upon the top of his Ladder, a ſtout Souldier endea- 
vouring to pull off his Head-piece , Payaretus took hold of his Arm, and 
flung him into the Trench , and having ſettled himſelf inhis Room upon the 
Fort , defendedit againſt innumerable blows, till Sympathus got up to him , 
and then the Valour of theſe two Valiant Perſons eaſily made way for more 
to come up by the death of thoſe who endeavour'd to throw them down. 
Chariſtioa did things worthy of himſelf and ſuch Companions : for having 
mounted another part of the Fort, and receiv'd a wound in his breaſt as a 
welcome upon his firſt entrance , he requited it with the death of him that 
beſtow'dit ; and fighting with an invincible Courage, eafily made room 
for his friends to come to him, and place themſelves againſt their Ene- 
mics. Now it was that the Hipponyttaxs giving fire no longer , diſputed 
who ſhould have the Fort with the But-end of their Muſquets, in which 
mode of fighting they were imitated by the Theoprepians ;, and both Parties 
did ſoheartily endeavour to exceed oneanother , that the Victory ſeem'd 
fo ſtanda great while in an equal diſtance between the Afſſailants and Defen- 
dants. It was ſome benefit to the Theopreptays ; that the Darkneſs did nor 
give leave to their Enemies to take Courage from the knowledge of the leſs 
Number of their men ; but making up that defe& with Reſolution, they 
had entred ſo many places at once, that they were not able to reſiſt them 
mall, and did ſo make good the poſſeſſion which they got (though with 
ſme loſs of their men) that they drove the Hippony@Fians from the Line,and 
encompals'd them in the middleof the Fort , ſending death upon them from 
a'l ſides. It was no ſail diſcouragement to the Hypponytttans , that a little 
after the appearance of Lay they diſcover'd that which made them belicve 


that the Light was only beitow'd upon them to. let them ſee the Ruines of 
their 
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their friends upon the Chain'd-Bridge,and Alerhiorn's Standard plac'd ugon 
the oppoſite Fort z whereupon the moſt Valiant of them having ſo!d ct;eir 
lives as dear as they could, the reſt yielded themſelves to the mercy of the 
Theoprepiaxs, who were now abſolute Maſters of the Fort. 

* Atheophilzs being inform'd of that which had happen'd, and ſenſible of 
what might probably follow, reſolv'd to repair his Honour, and to redeem 
this Loſs with the overthrow of the Theopreptan Fleet , which was now un- 
der fail not much above a League from the Forts, or elſe periſh coura- 
giouſly in the continuance of his adverſe Fortune. He mana'd all the Ships 
in the Harbour which were fit for his purpoſe, prepar'd his Fire-Parks, and 
weigh'd Anchor : and having a ſide-wind equally advantageous to him with 
his Enemies, made what haſte he could , intending to fight them before they 
came into the mouth of the Haven. When he drew near the Forts, he re- 
ceiv'd unpleaſing ſalutes from the Guns which his Souldiers had loſt,and was 


- accofted in his way with many flaming pieces of. the difſolv'd Bridpe : for 


the unchain'dBarges ſeparated themſelves from one another,& Þeing driven 
by the Tide towards the Town, cover'd a great part of the Haven with 
burning wrecks ; which not only ſtruck an unſpeakable terrour into thoſe 
who ftood upon the Shoar , but put the Marriners and Souldiers into ſome 
apprehenſion at the ſight of ſuch a diſmal SpeRacle , and ingag'd them inno 
ſinall care, leſt the ſmoaking Fire-brands ſhould fall foul upon their ſhips, 
and conſume the Fleet before it could get to Sea. 
 Atheopbilus digeſting as well as he could theſe owinous Preſages , paſt the 
Forts with his Rey having only loſt one of his Fire-Ships, which by 
reaſon of ſome errour in the placing of the Combuſtible matter, prepar'd 
for other uſes , was blown up before the time appointed. It was half-flood 
when the Fleets came up together ; and Atheophilus perceiving the Admi- 
ral of the Theoprepians in the Front, made up boldly, and gave her a broad- 
ſide, for which he ſoon receiv'd another ; and after that many more were 
mutually exchang'd , which put the great Bullets through the ſides of each 
others Veſſels. The Commanders of the other Ships diſpoſing themſelves 
on both ſides as they might moſt conveniently attaque their Enemies. Ic 
happen'd that a Chain'd-ſhot from the Theoprepian Admiral cut off Arheophi- 
tss his main Maſt in the middle. He, notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, 
did his beſt to lay the Admiral aboard ; which was more eafie for him to 
accompliſh, becauſe ſhe made towards him with equal ſpeed to do as much 
for him. The two Admirals being hook'd together began a moſt terrible 
fight, the Theoprepians with dreadful Shouts preſaging to one another 
a certain Victory. Great holes were made in the ſidesof both the Ships with 
their Canon : the Theoprepians , with a ſtorm of Muſquet-bullers as thick as 
hail , knock'd down molt of the Souldiers that appear'd on Atheophilus his 
Decks, and boarded his Veſſel. Mewith a Reſerve of ſtout men ruſh'd up- 
on them from the Steerage, and charg'd ſo fiercely , that he kill'd many, 
forc'd ſome into the Sea,and drove the reſt into their own Ship ; whither al- 
ſo he follow*d them , and continued ſuch a cruel fight with Swords and the 
great ends of Muſquets , that the bloud ran out of the Water-holes. Both 
the Princes,not having patience to ſee the Antitheans aboard their Ship, flew 
our of their Cabins : and Alethion having eſpied Atheophilus , ran upon him 
with an unexpreſſible fury, ſaying, Behold, Arheophilae, this is Alethion, kill 
him, and endear thy ſelf for ever to thy Maſter by the deſtruon of his moſt 
mortal Enewy. Atheophilzs being a prudent Souldier was aware of his com- + 
ing, and aim'da deadly bloy at his Head ; whicHf Alethion put by with his 
pe” Arm 
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Arm, and directed a thruſt, which finding paſſage through his Breaſt and his 
Heare both at once , made him fall down dead among the feer of his Souldi- 
ers. Theoſebins perceiving the Prince engag'd againſt many of his Enemies; 
wade hiniſelf a paſſage with his Sword , and coming where he was , put 
Alethion out of the-danger of their Nunber by the death of thoſe whom be 
encountred; and having clear'd his own Ship madea ſecond Board upon his 
Enemies, in which he kill'd or threw mto the Sea all chat were upon the 
Decks , in the Steerage, and in che great Cahin: and commanding his men 
to retire into his own Ship, left thofe who were in the Gun-room ſhould 
blow them up , he heard a great cry from below, and faw ſome come up 
who made him knoiv the reafon of it, which was , becauſe the "Hold was 
full of Water ; and they ask'd for Quarter : which being granted, they 
endeavour'd with the help of the Theoprepian Mariners to ſtop their Leaks; 
but ina ſhort time perceiving that i was impofſible, unhook'd their Ship, 
and had fcarce got clear of her before ſhe fimk down before their faces. 
Whilſt chis Tragedy was ating, the other Ships were not idle SpeGa- 
rours, for every one grap!ed with valiant Enemies : and though the 4ztithe- 
ens were fomething ſtarited with the loſs of their Admiral (for they were 
foncar as to ſee him ſmk) yet they reſolv'd to make it up with their awn 
endeavours by the ruine of their Adverſaries; and though they ſhould hap- 
pen to fail of their defired ſucceſs,yet they ptirpos'd to die at leaſt like men 
of Courage. But being over-charg'd with a Valour which tranfcended 
theirs by as marry degrees as the Juſtice of Alethion's Cauſe exceeded that of 
Amithexs, they were worfted : and yet before they ſabmicted to a final con- 
queſt , they made ſuch effefnal Oppoſition as produc'd a very dreadful Spe- 
Gtacle of a Sea-fight ; ſome Ships ſmking by reaſon of incurable Leaks, ſome 
blowing upthetr Decks voluntarily tountade their Enemies, and ſome being 
fir'd againſt their wills. The Air was fill'd with the noiſe of Guns, the cries 
of dying Perſons, and the Shouts of Conquerors ; the light of the Day being 
obſcur'd with Clonds of Smoke, and the Sea difcoutour'd with the bloud of 
Wounded men, and made diſmal with the floating bodies of the ſlain. 


In this fight * Paſiphilss very happily ſhot off the Rudder ofthe Enemies , 


Fire-Ship,by which means ſhe was made uſeleſs as to the purpoſe for which 
ſhe was intended, and carried back upon the Antitheans by the Tide. Þ Ly- 


AF. rnd to 
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fender and © Chariſtion took twy of their Principal Ships 5 Bentivolio ® Mi- Men. 


fopſendesand © Panaretus , aſſiſting their reſpe&ive friends, chas'd three : oy 
others into the Harbour , and there compelFd them to ſubmit ro mercy. « Al-vertuent, 


Indeed every gallant Theoprepiax, who had the honour of any command that 
day , made himſelf famous with Heroick A&ions ; the private Souldiers 
alſo performing things which deſerv'd very high reputation:By which weans 
a completeVidory was ſpeedily obtain'd, for all the Antitheans were either 
funck or taken, This dreadful Encounter being thus ended; the Conquerors 
artempted not to enter the Town, but caſt Anchora little within the Haven's 
Mouth, reſolving to give a reſpiteto their weary Souldiers, and to take care 
of che wounded, who were not a few. 

The trembling Hippony&ians, having ſeen the diſinal ifſue of this bloudy 
Engagement , and being deſtitute of their Governour , Souldiers and Cou- 
rage, ſent ſome of their Principal Inhabitants to implore the King's Mercy, 
and to offer him the Town. The two Kings and fo many of the Commag- 
ders as were then together held a Council of War, and concluded that ir 
was beſt roaccept of the ſurrender that was offer'd,and to take poſſeſſion of 
the Town ſpeedily, leſt Antithens _— prevent them with freſh ſupplies. 
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| Accordingly they ſent three thouſand of the moſt unwearied Sou'diers a- 

| ſhoar under the command of Lyſander, to ſecure the Gates,and toſtrengrhen 
that part of the Town which lay towards Theriagene. The next day they 
landed all the wounded men, and took ſuch an efredual care for their Reco- 
very, that in a little time they were reſtor'd to their former health. The 
Hipponyians joyning with the Theoprep1ans, beſtow'd burial upon thoſe 
dead bodies which they found floating in the Haven , or which were caſt 
aſhoar by the force of the Tide. 

After two days they receiv'd the good News of the Arrival of their Ships, 
which were order'd by Theoſebins to tranſport their Horſe , who were come 
manded not to ſet ſail till three dayes after the departure of the other Ships 
from Naupattus. Lyſander appointed them ro thoſe Quarters which he had 

a 4 Haven like Prepar'd in and near to ® IN ; the King intending with all convenient 
a Horſes Hoof. ſpeed to march towards Þ Poliſtherion , where the Intelligence of Alethion's 
ww Cityof Arrival , which was ſent by a Courrier, put Antitheus and his new Court 
FO into agreat diſtraction: for being conſcious to themſelves of the Wrongs 
which they had done , they fear'd that the time was coming in which they 
ſhould be forc'd to ſuffer for them ; eſpecially after they heard that the 
Theeprepians had ſubdued their Fleet , and mace themſelves Maſters of 

Hipponysx. | 

(ouc4 Alarm made leſs Impreſſion upon the Courage of  Antithexs then 
was expected by many both Friends and Enemies ; for notwithſtanding he 
heard that many other Towns beſides Hipponyx, had revolted , and that 
ſome Cities had ſent to ſubmit themſelves to Alethion, yet his Mind ſeem'd 
to grow great proportionably to his danger , and he fear'd not to look his 
bad fortune in the face, though ſhe frown'd ſeverely. But knowing that his 
tottering condition needed all poſſible ſupport, he made uſe of all the 
thoughts with which his reſtleſs Mind was fill'd , to dire@ him what to do. 
He ſummon'd his chief Confidents to meet in his Privy-Chamber ; where 
having fram'd hisCountenance to expreſs an undaunted Reſolution,he ſpake 
to them after this manner : The miſchiefs which the Theeprepians have alreas 
dy done to us to force us to ſecure our fortune by the uſe of Arms, and the 
dangers which they ſtill threaten require that we ſhould ſpeedily enter upon 
this way of defence. We need not diſpute whether it is Wiſdom to ven- 
cure boldly , for we muſt either do ſo or loſe al]. It were adiſhonourable 
Cowardiſe to abandon our ſelves to ruine, becauſe we may poflibly prevent 
it; neither is there any condition ſo low, Þut it may be rais'd, if thoſe 
who undertake it have Valour. I have taken care to provide what is requi- 
ſite for our Preſervation both as to Men and Money. You know that the 
Mercenary Army under my command is not inconſiderable for Number ; 
and I make no doubt but they will engage boldly in this Service , becauſe, 
being Souldiers of Fortune, they fight only for their pay. And ſince ic 
may be thought that they are too few to oppoſe the ſtrength of Theoprepia, I 

e S«ch as fight have ſent to the © T heomachians , whoare in League with us, to defire their 
againfi God. Aſſiſtance, and I make no queſtion of obtaining it. They are the inveterate 
Enemies of Alethion , and will more readily helpus , becauſe by this means 
they may have an opportunity to revenge themſelves upon the Theoprepians. 
After the overthrow of this Army which dothnow infeſt us, I have promis'd 
to enter with them into the Enemie's Country, and to divide with them 
what we ſhall conquer there by equal ſhares. I have ſome Treaſure which I 
laid up for all urgent occaſions ; and though it is ſcarce enough for this pre- 
ſent ſervice, I know how to raiſe more before ve ſhall have need of it. 
When 
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When a Antrchews had finiſh'd this ſhort Speech, Þ Dogmapornes , © Aſy- 3 4% 4theift, 
netus, and the reit of his Aﬀociates , having been engag'd in his Treaſon , bog 
oblig'd by his Favours, hoping to augment their preſenc Fortune with his c 4nimprudect 
Victory , and deſfairing of Pardon from Alethzon, in regard of the great- 
neſs of thoſe Crines which they had committed , declar'd a Refolurion to 
live and die 1n the obedience of his Commands , and proteſted that they 
neither had nor hop'd for any Intereſt bn that which conſiſted with his Fe- 
licity. Antithess having given them thanks for this obliging Anſwer , told 
them the way by which he intended to provide Money to pay his Army : 
which was , by ſeizing upon the Stock of the Orphans laid up in the com- 
mon Chamber of the City , asalfo that which was truſted in the hands of 
particular Guardians, by forcing the rich Citizens to lend him as much as he 
ſhould defire,and by borrowing the Treaſure which was inthe Temples:and 
becauſe the people ſhould not look upon theie proceedings as Rapine and 
Sacrilege , he promiſed repayment as ſoon as he ſhould overcome the Ene- 
wy, which threatned preſent ruine to © Theyiagene , and forced him to take , p,,.,...., 
theſe extraordinary courſes. He added aiſo that he would not put this reſo- Braht. 
lution in pradice till he ſhould hear fronr the © Theomarchians. Within two © —— bs 
dayes f Anthelkes , the Ambaſſador whom he had ſent thither , return'd with fone who 
acceptable News: for deſire of Revenge and hope of Conqueſt had ſo in- 4raws the com 
flam'd the Theomachians, that they,, not conſidering the dangers to which "7 9: 
they were courted , and the inability of the Temprter to make a probable 
Defence , neither taking any notice of the Injuſtice of that Cauſe in which 
they were ſolicited to gage, readily promis'd their utmoſt Aſſiſtance ; and 
knowing that Delay would make it ineffe&ual to Antithens his Relief and 
their own hopes, aſſur'd Afnrholkes that they would make all poſſible ſpeed 
for the Expedition. 

In the mean while s Theoſebius having led his Army into Theriagene , only 8 4 Werſtipger 
withan intention to reſtore, Alethion, and being deſirous that his honeſt 7 3%: of 
purpoſes might not be miſinterpreted by the Cenſorious World , told the 24m. 
Prince , as they were — day together , that though the Aﬀe&ion 
which he ought ever to have for ſo great a Friend had brought him and his 
SubjeQs out of their own Country to ſerve him , and thar he could not but 
think that the Juſtice of his Cauſe was abundantly ſufficient for his private 
ſatisfaction ; yet he thought it requiſite to ler the World know upon whar 
occaſion he had taken up Arms, and toafſſure the Theriagenians of his In- 
tentions by a Declaration publiſh'd for that end. The King highly ap- 
proving his Advice, i Lyſandey drew it up in theſe words : Though we make i ARediomer 
no queſtion but ſuch as kwow the Reaſons of our preſent undertaking will need no f 
other ſatisfatFion as to the Faſtice of it; yet becauſe we would not have our Attions 
conſtrued into that Malicious ſenſe which our Enemies will be apt to putupon them, 

We declare before God and all the World,that it is not a defire to increaſe owr En: 
pire by any Acceſſion which may be gain'd from Theriagene,that hath made «s in- 
wade the Country of our antient Allyes. Onr Defients only to affift an Iluftrious 
Prince to recover his Throne , of which he is unjuſtly depriv/d, and to help him 
to puniſh thoſe who have made their Crimes inexpiable by adding his Baniſhment 
to his Father's Mnrther. Aswe have reſolu'd never to lay down our Arms till 
this be efſctted,and dowbt not but the preateſt part of Alethion'sSubjetts are ſuf+ 
ficiently ſenſible of his wrongs ; ſo that it may appear we do not cover any other 
purpoſes under this pretence, we mate this Proteſtation, That if you your ſelves 
will deliver wp the « Murtherers of * Anaxagathus to Fuſtice , and reſtore 1; 4 yeed King; 
Alethion fo his Rights, we will preſently withdraw our Forces into our own 
b 2 Country, 
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Country, rejoycing that we ſhall leave Theriagene n peace. 

Alethion defiring paſſionately that his Country might not be ruin'd by 
the direful efleds of War , and knowing that the events of it are varied by 
inconſiderable Cauſes , concluded that no Enemy ſhould be fought , who 
way be conquer'd by Treaty ; and therefore with the fore-mention'd Decla- 
ration he ſet forth a Paper, in which he conjur'd his Subjects to return to 
their Obedience by the indiſpenſableneſs of thoſe Bonds which oblig'd 
them to it : and that they might not be frighted into Deſpair by the remem- 
brance of their Offences, he added a Promiſe of Pardon to iuch as would 
come under his Protection, and in the wordof a King gave them aſſurance 
that none ſhould be excluded from the benefit of this Amneſty but ® Anti 

a 4n Atheis, theus, > Dogmapornes , and two or three more , whoſe Wickedneſs could ne- 
d Oxewho yer be forgiven. 
— - Theſe Papers wrought very conſiderable effects upon the Theriagenians. 
whores hoſes, SOme generous Spirits, who were -moſt ſenſible of the injuries which they 
ſuffer'd under Antithews , had put themſelves already under Alethion's Co- 
lours. Others, who had been unhappily inſtrumencal co his and their own 
Miſery, repented of their Errours, which the King's Goodneſs had pardon- 
ed, and reſoly'd tomake amends for their Diſobedience by hazarding their | 
Lives for his Reſtitution. The generality of the People, who were broken 
with Oppreſſion , having now ſome hopes of Deliverance, began to ſhew 
their Hatred to the Uſurper, which was before cover'd under the Embers 
of Fear. 4ztithews not unſenſible of the Inſecurity of his'condition, us'd 
all poſſible Arts to keep the People (though not ig affe&ions to him , for 
they never had any for him, yet) from ſuch AQiions as might diſturb his 
Enterpriſe ; and finding moſt of his Devices ineffectual , he made it his laſt 
c Such as dwet Reſerve, to promiſe the © Poliſtherians that he would only continue himſelf 
_— City of 51, his Command as a General for the preſent Expedition, and that after - 
: the Succeſs of this Fight , of which he made no queſtion , he. would lay 
down the Principality , and declare thema free State. Some few , who un- 
derſtood not the Uſurper's Intentions, thought thisa very plauſible Offer, 
and began to wonder at the Moderation which Antitheus hadentertain'd : 
but he , perceiving that this Plot took not effec according to his ExpeRa- 
tion under pretence of Treachery which he had diſcover'd , put ſome to 
d 4Loverof Death whom he ſuſpeded as Guilty of Good will towards 4 4/erhion , and 
_ carried others, of whoſe Fidelity he wasnot aſſured , out of the City, and 
mix'd them with his Mercenary Troops. | 
| The night before the day which was deſign'd for the Battel with the Theo- 
e The City of prepians , who were now advanc'd within ten Miles of © Poliftherion, the 
—— Citizens were aſſaulted with anextraordinaryTerrour,by reaſon of a ſtrange 
Sight which appear'd inthe Air on that ſide of the City which was towards 
Hipponyx. Two Armies with Colours flying , Drums beating , and Trum- 
pets ſounding , ſeem'd to encounter one another. The glittering Swords 
were ſo formidable, and the clattering of Arms and the noiſe of Guns was 
ſo eaſily heard , that if they had not ſeen this Accident in the Air, they 
would have thought that the Theoprepians and Theriagenians had been engag'd 
in Fight. This Conteſt laſted half an hour ; after which,one of the Armies 
having routed and conquer'd the other, the Viſion diſappear'd,The Antithe- 
ans thought this a ſad Omen of their approaching misfortune , and indeed 
could not look upon ic otherwiſe but as a diſinal Emblem by which God did 
foreſhew the unlucky Iſſue of the ſucceeding Fight , and were generally ſo 
aſtoniſh'd with variety of gaſtly Apprehenſions, that they ſeem'd to be 
toſs'd 
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roſs'd in the midit of reſt.cts lmaginations, as a tinall Vetſel would be in 
a raging Sea , if all the Winds thould bloiy upon it a'ternately from their 
ſeveral Quarters, 

The Uturper conſidering well what great Influences this Prodigy might 
ſend down upon the $pirirs of his Souldiers, (for thoſe who do lea(t be- 
lieve that there is a God , are moſt aftrighted with the thoughts of him when 
dreadful Acciden's begin to pertwade them that there 15 one) endeavour'd 
to diſſipate this Panick tar, by telling them the next morning , that they " 
ought not to entertain any apprehentions from thoſe things which they ſaw 
inthe Air, ſuch Procigies being only Accidents of Nature ; Images of Ar- 
mies being often trovght from forein parts by ſtrongWinds in great Clouds, 
which like Looking-glailes refle& them upon the Earth ; and that though 
this was none of that ſort, yet it was capable of being interpreted for then 
as well as againit them : and he added , that he was afſured that the Over- 
throw which they ſawaGed did portend theruine of their Enemies, both by 
a Viſion and a Dream which he had that night. He ſaw, as heſaid, aglori- 
ous Rainbow painted in the Air, and a wighty man of an unuſual Stature; 
who having faſtred a red ſtring to both the Ends of it, tooka great Arrow 


ro whiſper in wy Ear this Prophecy , To morow © Poliſtherion ſhall be 4e- n..9:. 
liverd from her Enemies. This Expoſition of the dreadful Prodigy ſoartifi- 4 4» Atheis. 
cially confirm'd did ſomething alleviate their Fears ; and though it did not _ —_ 
quiet their Minds , yet it made them ſuppreſs the trouble which they could £ righrers + 
not extirpate ,and gave them ſome ſinall encouragement to prepare for thoſe £93 Gu. 
dangers which, whether they would or no, they were now toencounter. —_—_— 
4 Antitheus wade haſte to lead out his Men to fight , both that they might Þ 4/over of 
haveno leiſure to augment their Fears by the conſideration of their Dangers, 4 _— 
and that be might poſſeſs himſelf of a convenient place which he had de- ts all men, 4 
ſtin'd to the encamping of his Army. It was a large Field encompaſs'd on k pig 
one fide with a Wocd,and with a River on the other: By this he hop'd to give [on himſelf , 


his Enemies the trouble of a diſadvantageons acceſs to him : But he was | 9« who 


prevented by the earlier care of Alethion, who well knowing the Scituation _ _ 
of the Country, had wade himſelf Maſter of it an hour before. m 4w 4ni- 


Antitheus divided his Army into two Bodies, the Mercenaries of © Ther:- H—_ . 
agene, and his Auxiliary tTheomachians. Being attended with his Life-Guard leees aching 
he led the Theriagenians himſelf, whom he plac'd in the right Wing, having 9 come. 
aſſign'd the chief Commands to 8 Dogmapernes , who was his Lieutenant- th —_— 
Genera! , Þ Philedones , | Paſenantins , * Autautus, 1 Antholkes , ® Antigra- p The beginner 
phus, ® Hdemellon,and the reſt of bis Cenfidents. He choſe all under-Officers 4 ry nu 
out of thoſe whom he elteem'd moſt true tohim. His Confederate Theoma- Gredurſe. Y 
chians being plac'd in the left Wing were led by their General ® Theoſtyges. * 4 wicked 
Thoſe who were moſt of Note in the Army , and chiefly look'd upon as Per- po Soak a 
ſons upon whoſe Condud and Valour the Succeſs of the Fight depended, mas. 
were Þ Archicacus , q > Miſagathus,* Anoſius , { 4dicus,* Anedes, Anarophro- 6 > = pg 
nus, * Aſemnus, Y Aneleemon and * — 4” mk. 

The T heoprepian Army was commanded by Theoſebius : for after a loving * 7* #rrewe- 
Conrention , which laſted a good while, between the two Kings before , pal 
they could determine who ſhould give Orders and Command with a ſingle mas. 


Power, each of chew gficring that Honour to the other, and both refuſing it; ————_ 
; a 
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with an equal Modeſty, Alethion conjuring Theoſebins by the Love which had 

brought him into Thertagene, to command his own Army and to give him 

leave to Fight by his fide , Theoſebins was forc'd to accept that Authority. 

Shed. of The Army, which conſiſted of fix thouſand Foot and four thouſand Horſe, 

b 4 Redeemer Was divided into two Bodies : one commanded by Theoſebins himſelf , who 

of Men, was accompanied with the Prince of Theriagene, Bentivolio, and * Miſopſeu- 

+ xr pvare des, who delir'd the Honour to fight by him. The other was put under the 

Truth, Obedience of » Lyſander, to whom © Paneretus, ® Philalethes, and * Nicoma- 

e One who co Lh joynd themſelves, every particular Regiment being led by ſuch Com- 
guers in Fight. Wa rn - | - 

_ * mandersas infpir'd their Followers with courage. 

As ſoon as the Day began to appear , the Warlike Trumpets ſounding 
from all the parts of the Camp rais'd the Souldiers to the Battel , of which 
they avere ſo impatiently defirous , that many prevented the riſing of the 
Sun, and put on their Arms whilſt it was yet dark ; and rouſing that War- 
tike humour which had lien aſleep fince the Fight againſt Theromachia , they 
gave a clear Evidence that they had not forgot the Art which they had not 
for a long time pracic'd. When they were drawn up into a regular Order 
in the place appointed for the Fight , Theoſebius and Alethion riding by the 
Head of every Regiment ſhew'd themſelves to the Souldiers , whom they 
found ſoenflam'd by the ſight of their Enemies , that they had more need tv 
coinmand them to make a ſtand then to incite them to go forward. The 
Princes ſaid not much to them, becauſe they perceiv'd their Courage already 
heightned infinicely above the neceſſities of Exhortation. However this 
AGion was not in vain, for their Hearts were kindled with a more vigorous 
Heat by the preſence of their own King and in the fight of the wrong'd 
Prince, whoſe Reſtauration they were now to attempt. Thoſe of Theriagene 
were deſtitute of a juſt Cauſe, and ſo could not have that aſſiſtance which 
Valournever refuſeth to take froma ſerene Conſcience ; yet they appear'd 
with a deſperate Boldneſs, and felt in'their Hearts all thoſe Motions which 
Anger, Hatred, Hope and defire could raiſe : Nay, they ſeem'd ro encreaſe 
their Courage with Fear ; for , knowing what they had done , they aſſured 
themſelves of the greateſt Puniſhments if they ſhould be conquer'd ; and 
therefore heightned their Reſolutions of killing thoſe who, if they liv'd, 
would in a little time become their Judges. 

Both Armies having made themſelves ready to warch , the Trumpets 
were commanded to pive the laſt Signal , arid they reſounding from the 
Banks of the River , and multiplying their noiſes with the Echo's of the 
Wood , made a delightful Terrour. The two Forlorns of Horſe ſent from 
each Party gave the firſt Charge , and laid many men upon the ground , and 

FA vw; gd their Horſes by them : - But * Ariſtender, who commanded the Theoprepr- 

_ ans, with an irreſiſtable Force preſſing upon thoſe of Theriagene, made them 
retreat to their Army with the loſs of half their men. Then the main 
Bodies of both Armies advanc'd towards each other , and ſeconded what 
was begun with the Engagement of their whole Forces. The commanders 
of both fides were the firſt inthis Charge , and made a dreadful Salutation 
with the mutual exchange of Blows and Wounds ; but, being encompaſt by 
their Souldiers, they were forc'd to leave off their ſing'e Combars , and op- 
poſe the joynt Fury of their numerous Enemies. 

Now it was, that Death began to appear with a diſmal Face, and to ſhew 

g 4 Lover of theawful Greatneſs of her Mortal Power in the Horrours of Slaughter and 
wwb. . Confuſion. 8 Alethion having eſpied  Dogmepornes , thundred upon him 
of ambire, With aloud cry, ſaying, now I will requite you for writing Letters for me 
_ andriding up to him with an aſtoniſhing Preſence ran him through the Body : 

| and 


—  ——— 
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and perceiving that ® Anthelkes came up with an eager defi: c T 
Death, or elſe to die with him, Yes nid the NE Be _ Rs | Sou 7 ew the 69: 
Companion in his Torwents tken you who have atliited his Sin ; and as he he 
ſpake thele words , gave Antholkes leave to take his Death fromthe int 
of his Ford , upon » hich he !an hinſe:t precipitantiy, aiming an eficeiu- 
al Blow at Alethion's Head. ® Pbiledones at the ſawe time was thrown upon b 4 lever o* 
che ground by Theoſebins © Antithens fought disguis'd,the Fears which _ Pleaſure 
created by his guilty Conſcience making him flie to that mean ſort ofrefupe. *® madre 
But Bentivolio having diſcover'd him by ſome token, broke through wn 
who {tocd in his way , and leaving Þloudy marks of his Paſſage —_ up to 
him, and gave him a blow upon the head , which would have cleft his Skull 
if4t had not beenguarded withan He!met which was wade for a more wOr- 
thy Perſon; however, it wade him bow down low upon his Horſe's neck ; 
and his Body beginning to Jeave the Saddle Bextivelio prevented his Fall for 
he pull'd him from his Horſe, and carrying him before him upon the Pow of 4 One worth 
his Saddle gave him in Cuſtody to 4 Axiarchus,one of Theoſebins his Captains to Command. 
who,knowing the Importance of his Charge, plac'd him diſarm'd in the wid- 
dle of his Troop,and watch'd him fo diligently that he made his eſcape im- 
poſsible. © Autautns and f Proſelexus did in vain endeavour his Reſ7 way for e @ne wh 
they were both kill'd, one by 8 Theoſebiws, and the other by b «Me ſeude s rider all 16 
who reteiv'd a Wound in his Breaſt by a thruſt of Proſelexus his Sar " _ 
Thoſe in the left Wing did things equal to the right. i Lyſander charg'd So - 
k Theoſtyges the General of the | Theomachians , andafer a few blows SG 4 Worſhipper 
with an unexpreſſible Courage , Theoſtyges receiv'd one in his Neck kts of _ 
made it unable to ſupport his Head , and , as he lifted up his hand ro ſtrik Falſheod, P 
in, tumbled under his Horſe's Feet. He was accompanied in his Death 1 4 Redeemer. 
by ® Androphinus and * Aneleemon,who fell by the ſame hand. 9 Anofins bein Sy ou 
fiercely charg'd by ® Kaladoxns loſt his life with his Head, which Kahods IS 1 Fighters a- 
cut off. 4 Sympathus , Chariſtion and © Paſiphilus ſignaliz'd themſelves by the _ = 
Death of f M3ſa athus , * Adicus , % Aſemnus, and ſome others , who em'd n & mand 
to be the ſtouteſt men that led the Theomachian Van. x Antigraphus who o 4 wi 
fought with the Theomachians , was met by Y Nicomachus, who ſhor hi : CO" 
in the Mouth, and lodg'd a brace of Bullets in his Brains ,and after him dif P One of mebl 
patch'd z Saprobins with his Sword. 3 Hieromimus , who would needs thruſt mgm | 
himſelf into the Fight, ( though he had no command ) being known to a nat charaat 
privace Souldier who had ſeen him in Theoprepia, was kill'd with the Put-end ; 7+; 
of his Muſquer. Þ Euphron having charg'd too far into the Enemies Bod os 
was unfortunanely ſlain. © Ariſtander having ſeen him engag'd ——— [4 Hater of 
with all poſſible ſpeed to hew out a way to his relief ; but not being ableto . _ at 
_ aq 3 l ” wujuf 
come where he was ſoon enough to ſave his life, hefell withan impetuous 74 
rage upon thoſe who kill'd him,and ferch'd off his dead Body. In this Action 1,72, 
Ariſtander receiv's one Wound in his Thigh and another in his Arm, which 1" - 
prov'd mortal] to him. _—_— 
Whilſt the Vicorious Arms of the left Wing diſtrefs'd .  Y One wbocon- 
in the Front,a ſudden Ruine haſtened upon ws. the pedo Sn — Z Onto pn 
and Philalethes being inform'd of a private way through the Wood, by which rupt Life. 
fetching a ſmall Compaſs they might come behind the Theanachians the Praptrudgygs 
acquainted Lyſander with their deſire to ſurround the Enemy, and mee d 4 g000'06- 
of him fur hundred Horſe with which they put their Deſign in Execution CR 
a nd flew in upon them with anappearance which was ſo much the more dread- Man, 
ful becauſe it was unexpected , and made the Theomachians think that Death 


had hedg'd them in upon al: des. However taking a Deſperate kind of Cou- 
rage 
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- rags from their Danger they fought ſtoutly ; and though they were beaten, 
yet the Theoprepiays found ſuch conſiderable Reſiſtance that ir coſt many of 
them cheir hives. At length the Theomachians ſeeing moſt of their Leaders 
ſlain, and ſo many of their Companions kill'd that they were pur out of all 
hopes of Vidory ; ſome of thoſe few which ſurviv'd threw down their 
Arms and defir'd Quarter, others endeavour'd to ſave their lives by running 
diſorderly to Antithens his Divifion, which was a very ſmall relief ; for they 
were ſo diſcourag'd by Theoſebins and his Invincible Army , that having lete 
their moſt conſiderable Officers dead upon the ground, and having ſeen 
others taken,they began to flie; hoping at leaſt to delay their Death by reti- 
a Tie City of ring to * Poliftherion. | 
_— aſe b Enupegius,who was a faithful friend to Alethion,and aid in Theriagene to 
goed diſpoſition. ſerve his Intereſt, receiv'da fall from his Horſe the day before the Fight,and 
pretendirig to be much hurt by it he took his bed ; by which means he gain'd 
an occaſion to rematnat home to execute the Deſign which he had contriv'd 
c An Atheis, againſt © Antithews, which was, to ſurprize the City whilſt he was engag'd in 
the Field : and accordingly having given notice of his purpoſe to A4lerhion 
d An Helper, by one of his Servants well known to Bentivelio, 4 Awvyntor with a ſelec 
Company of Horſe at the honr which was appointed by Ewenius march'd 
towards Poliſtherion unſeen by the Enemy, and carrying Aprithess his 
Colours which they had taken in the Fight, he came to a Gate which Exge+ 
ains had ſecur'd, and having let him in they ſerz'd upon the Town for 
Alethion. This Aion made the attempt of thoſe who hop'd to eſcape by 
flight of little advantage to their ſecurity ; for being purſu'd and kill'd by 
the Theoprepian Horſe, whe: they drew near to the Town they were de- 
ſtroy'd by the great Gts and Muſquets which play'd upon then! from the 
Walls: and this did fo confound them with art mexpreſlible Deſpair , that 
being neither able to fight hor run away , they ftood ſtill and cry'd for Mer« 
Cy : which though they did not obtain at firſt, yet it was gramed as foon as 
the Prince of The#iagevt and Theoſebins could come up 2 For one of them 
defir'd not to ſee more of his Subjefs flaughter'd , and the other could not 
endure to behold ſomatiy men kill'd after they had given over all Reſiſtance. 
They exhorted the Souldiers to be content with their Viftory without more 
bloud , which could not make it more acceptable ; and they were not dif 
obey'd when their Commands were heard. 

, This did the Juſtice of Heaven puniſh the Rebellion of Aarithens and his 
Accomplices,and in a ſhort time utterly fruſtrate all the Probabilities which 
he had frar'd to ſupport a faint Hope of efcaping Deſteution. And now, 
the Princes havitig given order to take care of the Wounded Souldiers, and 
to ſecure the Priſoners, Theoſebins went into Alethion's Coach , and taking 
Bextivolio and Panateras with him , ſent his Commands to Lyſander to lead 
his men towards the City , which they knew to be in their Friends hands 

' both by Alethion's Colours , which were plac'd wpon that Tower which 
was over the Gate by which they were to enter, as alſo by a Meſſen- 
ger ſent from Alnyntor. When they were come to the City-walls , they 
were met by Exgenins, who being trahſported by the ſight of Alethion, 
alighted off his Horſe to perform his Devoir to him , and kneel'd down to 
kiſs his Hand , but was not able to ſpeak for Joy. Riſe up,riſe up,tly faith- 
ful Friend, faid the Pritice, (taking him into his Arts ) I ſhall never forget 
the AﬀeGtions which you have alwayes preſerv*d for me ; neither ſhall any 
tirhe blot out of my mind thoſe obliging ſervices by which you have de- 


monſtrated your Love. He had not time to reply , for the Princes came 
out 
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out of their Coaches intending to march into the City on Horle-back ; 
and then he was interrupted by the Embraces of the Prince of Theoprepra, 
who had much endear'd him to himſelf for thoſe high Offices which he had 
perform'd for a Prince whom he lov'd atove any man in the World, and 
then ſignified his Afie&ion in Words full . of Eſteem. When Emgentze 
was got looſe from Theoſebirs,  Bentivelio, pallionately affected with the 
ſight of one who had oblig'd him with all the Expreſſions of a moſt Gene- 
rous Friendſhip, ran to him with open Arms, ſaying as he went, And is 
it true, wy dear Exgenizs, that God hath given vs leave to meet again both 
ſo ſcon and ſo happily ? Yes, Bentivolio, replied Eugenins, and ] eſteem 
it no ſmall part of this Day's Felicity to meet one who was never out of my 
Memory and Defire ſince we parted. Therelit of the Company having per- 
form'd theiraftecionate Salutations to this Excellent Perion, the Princes 
entred the City, whilſt the Great Guns ſounded from the Walls, and the 
People Eccho'd to that joyful noiſe with their loudeſt Acciamations in all 
the Streets through which they paſſed to the Palace. 

It is not poſſible for me to expreſs that endearing Welcome which Alerhiow 
gave to the Prince of Theoprepia after his arrival into the Honlſe, nor to repeat 
thoſe many paſſionate Acknowledgments which he made to him for that Ge» 
nerous Dove by which, God having made it ſucceſsful, he was reſtor'd to 
his Throne , proteſting to Theoſebizs that the re-enjoyment of his Kingdom 
was infinitely more acceptable ince it was accompliſh'd by his means, then 
it could have been any other way. Theoſebi#s, who ſo entirely lov'd the Per- 
ſon of Alethion, that heeſteem'd all his Intereſts his own, return'd an anſxer 
full of Modeſty and ſweetneſs, aſſuring him that he took more joy in the Re-+ 
ſtauration of Alerhion to his Kingdom, then he ſhould have found ſorrow in 
the loſsof his own. | 

The firſt thing which they did after they had ſetled themſelves, was to take 
care of their Wounded Friends, to whom when Alethior had declar'd his 
Defires to Conſecrate the following day for a publick Thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God for the Vicory by which he was reſtor'd to Thertagene, and 
Theriagene to it ſelf, they entreated him to delay his Order for a day or two, 
not doubting bur they ſhould be able in that time to accompany him in thar 
molt worthy Acion,and in which they thought themſelves highly concern'd 
to have a ſhare, Whereupon Alethion made choice of the third day,which was 
cheerfully celebrared by the Princes and thoſe many gallant Perſons who ac- 
companied them in che Expeditions alſo by the Citizens, who obſerv'd ir 
with all imaginable ſignifications ofa thankful Joy. Theſe Solemnities being 


appointed, the two Kings agreed to ſend to Theoprepia, to let their Friends 


know the happy Succeſs of their Undertaking, and to fetch the @neer, the 
Princeſs ® Agape, Urania,< Theonoe and® Irene, with their Companions ; the 
whole Court earneſtly defiring to have thoſe noble Perſons preſent ar ſuch 


a Charity, 
b Divine Light 


a joyful time, and of which they thought their Fruition incomp'eat till their c Divine At 


Friends enjoy 'da part with them, Having paſs'd the Evening in Theoſebires 
his Chamber, the Company took their !eave, their wearineſs compelling 


Peace, 


them to-withdraw to their ſeveral Lodgings which were as we!l appointed 4 A how ef 
wth. 


as ſuch a ſeaſon would _—_ 
The next day 2 Alethion, Þ Theoſebinus, Bentivolio, © Panaretus, d Philale- 
thes, and many other excellent Perſons, being met at « Miſopſendes his 
Appartment, who was forc'd to keep his Bed by reaſon of the Wound 
which he had receiv'd, Alethion defir'd the Counſel! of his Friends concer- 
ning the Settlement of his Affairs. Theoſebirs advis'd him to puniſhfAnrithers 
Ge and 
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' andthe ch.ct 1nſtruments of the Rebellion, and then to confirm the Amneſty 

which he had promis'd, and ſo engage his Subjeds Minds to a chearful Obe- 

dicnce for the future by Aſſurance of Parcon for their paſt Offences, The 

re{t ap-roving th.s Advice, a Liſt of the Priſoners was brought, and their 

names read. Many of the Chief Actors in that fatal! Tragedy, which had 
Te RE caus d ſo much trouble, were ſlain. 8 Pſ3chopannix, Þ Aſtromantis, | Pan- 
inks of the Fhnctus and | Scepticus being well horſed fled into | Theomachia. The princi- 
2oul. palot thoſe who were in Cuſtody were Aztithens, ®. Aſynetus, " Paſenantins 
—_ =] and 9 Udemellon of the Theriagenians ; Þ Archicacus, q Anzdes and © Ane- 
Stars. ceſtus of Theomachia ; ſeven in all : who were coademn'dto be htang'd and 
COS quarter'd, and their Heads to be ſet upon the chief Gates of » Pol;{the ion, 
deubrs att They order'd alſo a day for the Funeral Rites due to © Auaxagathins, which 
ahings. were perform'd with a'l Princely Ceremonies," the King of Theoprepta and 


ay cry all the Perſons ot Condition that were with him aſſiſting in that Solemn 
agaims Ged. Action. 
m 4n lmpru-= Whilſt lethion Engenius, © Miſepſendes and t Philalethes ſpent their 


Ea time in ſuch emwployments as were neceſſary for the Re-ſertlement of the 
ane Affairs of the Kingdom, Beztmwoli and Panaretus having underſtood by the 
COR 2 Chirurgeons that the Wounds which 8 Ariſtander had receiv'd in the late 
p The beginner Fight were Morta!, reſolv'd to give him a Viſit, and to ſpend what time 
0; Miſchuf- they could ſpare from other occafions in the Converſationof that moſt Ex- 
; An cellcnt Man. When they came to his Lodging, they found him accompa- 
a 4s Incerri- 1jcd with his intiwate Friend h Athanaſius and his Brother 1 Virbiwe, and 
Fontan. attended by his two Sons K Calliftas and | Hilariow, ® Medenarete alſo was 
Beals, there, and a Brother of hers call'd " Synthneſcon, who having heard that 
CR Ariſtander's Wounds had put his Life in extream danger, thought her ſelf 
oblig'd to give hima Viſit, and to perform thanks to him for having ſav'd 


Diſpofitions. 

: Thane *f her brother the day before from that death which he muſt haye found under 
pc of the Feet of the Theoprepian Horſe, if ir had not been for the charitable Aſ- 
Truth. Gltance which he receiv'd from Ariffander, and which he muſt have loſt how- 
g A verygoed er, if he had not been pardon'dby Alethion at his [nterceſſion. Bentive- 


7 eur OR? lio having made thoſe Salutes which were due to that worthy Perſon, ſate ' 


i owe who lives 1.1, by his Bed-ſide ; and having underſtood by a Genrleman who condu- 
k 2 ver7gced Aed them into the Reom, that they were juſt now entred into a Diſcourſe 
concerning the Nature of  Vertue, he defired Ariſtandey thai his Viſit might 


_— 
1 - be no Interruption to their Converſation : whereupon Ariſtandey proceeded 
Fa Ferewe ds me- thus : It was a ſtrange feebleneſs of Mind which made the valiant Braras to - 


ohing. ſpeak ſo unworthily, when he ſaid, O unhappy Vertue ! How wvainly have 1 


_ —_— ador'd thee as a Divine thing, when as thou art nothing but words and the Slave 
to dye with the f FEy tune ? Yer T cannot wonder that he ſhould ſtagger ſo much with an 


unexpected blow of adverſe Fortune ( being at that time worſted ina Battel 
i) when I conſider that he was not ſupported witha firm Belief 
of that Immortal Bliſs which awaits Good men in the Eternal World, nor 
had wade the Reſignation of himſelfto the Divine Will, the principal part 
of that Vertue of which he boaſted himſelf to hayt been a great Adorer, 
For my own part, I muſt profeſs that I now diſcern the truth bf Vertue more 
then at any other time ofmy Life, andam deeply ſenſible of the incompa- 
rable Benefit of Religion, finding in it that ſerene Tranquility, of which 
if I were now deſtitute I could not ſo wnch as hope for it from any other 
Principle. I look upon that quiet Repoſe of Mind and Felicity of Temper 
which I enjoy, as the natural Efie& of Vertue, which | make no queſtion 
but it doth rs. produce where it is heartily entertain'd. 
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You are happy , ſaid * Medenerete , interrupting im a little, and [ *Y 
ſhould eſteem itno ſinall Favour, if it were not unſeafonable to defire 1t at 2s 
this time, if you would pleaſe to let us know what you mean by Fertue ; 
give us aſſurance that there 1s any luch thing, and make us underitand where- 


in that happy Repoſe which you ſo much magnitie doth conſiſt. I thankGOd, + ,,,,, pu 
faid'* Ariſtander, I Jo not feel ſo much pain as to indiſpoſe me tor Con- Mas. 


verſe; and ſince I alwayes eſteem'd it ſeaſonable to ſerve Vertue, I ſhall 
willing'y tell you what I think in Anſwer toall thoſe Queſtions in which you 
demand ſatisfaction concerning 1t. 

By Vertue | mean a true Love of that Goodneſs the Notions whereof are 
naturally implanted in Human Souls, and a conſtant Perfarmance of thoſe 
Actions which correſpond with thoſe DireGive Inſtinds. For you wuſt 
know, Medenarete, that the holy Rules which we find in the Writings of 
' Wiſe men are nothing but the Connate Noticns of Good and Evi!, which 
they found in themſelves and tranſcrib'd into their Books,writcen firit by the 
great Creator upon Mens Hearts as the Laws of reaſonable Nature, and 
which are little Reſemblances of God's Eternal Righteouſneſs, which is 
the Original Copy according to whichthey were drawn. Ail Created things 
are deſtinated to ſome particular Uſe, and have diſtin Properties þy which 
they are titted for their ſeveral Ends, and.thoſe Properties are the Excellen- 
cies of every Creature. ' The Nature ofa Man doth by many degrees tranſ- 
tend that of moſt other Beings, becauſe he hath higher Principles by which 
he is fitted for more noble Actions. Thoſe Innate Notions of Truth and 
Goodneſs are plac'd in his Soul as Fountains of Law, from which he is to 
take dire&ion concerning the Government of his Life. Truth and Goodneſs 
are Ecernal Things, and therefore ſubſiſted before we wereborn ; but when 
we come into Being we find the Notions of them imprinted upon our Minds, 
that is, our Natures are ſuch that, as ſoon as we come to have the uſe of our 
Faculties by the exerciſe of our Reaſon, we are forc'd to acknowledg their 
Exiſtence and perceive their Uſefulnefs, and fo are as it were born Guides 
to our ſelves, being enabled to draw ſuch Concluſions from theſe Natural 
Semiments as make ſufficient-Rules for our Actions ; and are encourag'd by 
mighty perſwaſions todo that which is Good, being convinc'd of the Ex- 
cellency of Vertue by the Natural: Teſtimony of our own Souls. 

By this you may underſtand that Vertue isa juſt Conformity to our Jn- 
bred Knowledg, a correſpondence with th@Dignity of our Natures, and a 
Purſuit of thoſe worthy Ends to which weare not only deſtinated, bur na- 
turally oblig'd. 

'Tis true, replted-Medenarete, I have often heard ſuch things progounc'd 
concerning Vertue, but I alwayes eſteem'd them rather as Witty ſayings of 
eloquent Philoſophers, then any convincing Aſſurances that, Goodneſs iSa 
Reality. Men do uſually talk of the Difference of Gyod and Evil, and ſay 
that it is indiſpenſably unzuſt to hurt an Innocent perfon'; that a ſenſe of 
Gratitude is natural to all Men ; and ſome. ſuch other-things.- but I bave 
heard it affirm'd thattheſe Notions areonly Cualities which diſpoſe men to 
keep that Peace in the World of which they have a beneficial, ſhate; and 
that they are not obliging Laws til] they beſo conſtituted by the Civil San- 
Gion of a Supream Power, and that men do then yield Obedience to them 
only for fear of Puniſhment, and {> have no other Motive to thoſe which 

ou call Vertuous Actions bur Self-!ove. It is manifeſt aiſo, that gotwith- 
ſtanding all that which you ſay of the Natural Senſe of Good and Evil 
implanted in our Souls, yet men are very different in their Opinions 
Cc32 CON» 
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concerning their Definitions and notwithſtanding that irreconci.cable dif- 
ference tetween Right and Wrong which you believe to be real, the grea- 
teſt part of the World do confound it in their Actions, I might add al, 
that ſome who are eſteem'd Vertuous are ſo far from being of your mind, 
chat they make no ſcruple to ſay that God, if he pleas'd, might command 
that which is moſt Evil to be Good. If theſeAllegations be true, it follows 
that Obedience to Holy Rules is a thing only founded upon reſpe to Self- 
incereſt, that Vertue is not a thing of an unchangeable Nature, and that the 
Obligations to obſerve the Differences of Good and Evil in our Deſigns and 
AGions is not ſo indiſpenſable as you would make us believe. 

I know very well, ſaid 4rifander, that many ſuch things uſe to be ob- 
jeced againſt the Nature of Vertue by thoſe who ſpeak againſt Honeſty to 
ſhew their Wit, and diſparage Goodneſs becauſe they have no mind to pra- 
&ice it. But I can eaſily ſhew you the Falſhood of theſe Pretences, if yon 
will havethe patience to entertain a little more Diſcourſe concerning this 
Subjeat. I ſhall be glad to be ſo oblig'd, replied eMedenarete; and if 
there be truth in that which you ſay concerning Vercue,] ſhall willingly pro- 
feſs wy ſelf an affectionate Friend to that which hitherto I have not much 

_. 

Very well, faid Ariſtender ; I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate that the 
Nature of Vertne is Immutable, that the Difference of Good and Evil can- 
notbe chang'd, and that the Reaſons of Moral Duties are Eternal ; and ſo 
give you aclear notice of the Vanity of your ObjeQtions. The unalterable 
Congruity which is between Vertue and reaſonable Souls appears by the 
Effential Inclinations to Moral Goodneſs which God the Author of our Be- 
ing hath implanted in our Nature ; and by this, that many Vertuous Diſ- 
poſitions are fair Reſemblances of the Divine PerfeQions, that others are 
Appendages immutably proper to our State, all highly perfe&ive of our 
Being ; and that a juſt Conformity to thoſe Rules which correſpond with 
theſe Principles is ſoneceſſary to our Happineſs, ( which conſiſts ina quiet 
Repoſe of Mind, anda ſerene Delight in the enjoyment of our ſelves and 
God our chief Good ) that it is impoſſible to attain it by any other means. 
Theſe Aſſertions are of ſuch moment as to that ſatisfation which I would 
give concerning the nature of Vertue, that I muſt crave leave to explain 


- themwith a larger Compaſs of —_— and ſo make the truth of them all 


more apparent. 
It isas natural for men to form their A&ions accordihg to the Notions of 
Moral Goodneſs which are in their Souls, as it is to ſee with their Eyes ; 
and we ought as well to ſuppoſe that theſe Inward Laws were given us for 
the DireQionof our Life, as that our Tongues were beſtowed upon us that 
wemay ſpeak. It isas eaſily poſſible for men to become Rats and Toads, 
25 to put off the Obligation which is laid upon them by God to obſerve Na- 
tural Righteouſnefs : Neither is the Congruity which Vertue hath with our 
Souls more alterable by any extrinſecal Power, then the hour of the Sun's 
Riſing is determinable by the Word of an Emperour. Laws can no more 
render Vicgagreable to our Conſtitution, then they can make Seconds and 
Sevenths $4 Muſical Compoſitions to ſound as Harmoniouſly as Thirds or 
Fifths. An Artiſt may as ſoon frame a Quadrangle conſiſting only of 'three 
Angles, as make Ingratitude commendable: And a Phyfitian may as rati- 
onally pronounce that a man diſtreſs' d witha Feaver is not ſick, as affirm 
that there are no Tormentsof an Evil Conſcience. Whoſoever will ſeri- 


ouſly conſider it, may plainly ſee that the Nature of Vertue isunalterable, 
and 
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and that it hath an Eſſential! Connex1on with our Souls ; for there is an E- 
ternal reaſon why that which is good for Men ſhould be fo alwayes. Theſe 
Holy Rules took not their Original from the Appointments of our Parents, 
che Pleaſure of our Tutors, Traditions receiv'd from former Ages, or 
Imitation of preſent Examples ; but are the general Didates of common 
Reaſon, which whiſper unto us from within whether we will or no, 
that they are Good in their own nature. Theſe Laws are of an Ancient 
\ Date, not wade inthe Reign of ſuch and ſuch Kings, or in ſuch a Seſſion of 

Parliament ; but as old as Humanity, and of themſelves obliging antece- 
dently toall Poſitive Commands. It-is true, Princes ſhould enter theſe 
amongſt their Statutes : and becauſe they are immutably Goed, they ought 
not to command any thing that doth contradi& them ; and, though they 
ſhould, yet they can no more render ſuch Orders Juſt, then they can make 
it the Duty of Mento hate themſelves. What Original could theſe Indele- 
ble Prolepſes have but the ſame with our Nature ? They are plain to all, and 
the ſenſe of their Obligingneſs avoidable by none. 

As we perceive in our minds immutable Notions of Speculative Truths, 
as That ContraditFions cannot be true, That the whole is bigger then the Part, 
and ſuch like ; which are ſuchilluſtrious Verities that none dare affront them 
with a denial, and which are of Tuch high Import, that if they, were not 
unalterably true we could have no affurance of any thing, but muſt fluctuate 
in Ecernal Unbelief: So theſe Notions of Moral Goodneſs are our ſure 
Dire&ions in point of Praftice, and are unchangeably Good ; for if they 
were not, we could have no certain Rule for our AdGions ; which is fuch 


a flur upon Nature, that it can be ſuppos'd by none but ſuch as do not. 


| believe that God made it. The truth is, if finding theſe Laws imprinted 
upon our Natures we ſhould yet think our.ſelves not bound to obey them, 
we can receive no notice of our Duties any other way, being rationally ob- 
ligd to disbelieve that which is contrary to our natural Sentiments.. 
Among all the rational Notions which adorn Humane Nature theſe Prin- 
ciples of Good and Evil are the chief, They are the great Reaſons why we 
are call'd Men, and the faireſt Chara&ers by which we are diſtinguiſh'd 


from Brutes. And indeed, * Medeparete,: it is impoſſible that we ſhould , PEIPY 
have any rational Pulchritude inus, if the beauriful Order of theſe Congru- ,goems rrrar 
ities were deſtroy'd, It is a greater Beauty in men when their Choice cor- »«bing. 


reſponds with theſe natural Anticipations of their Duties, then for a Wo- 
man to have fair Eyes plac'd in juſt diſtances upon her Face. It isas in- 
grateful co a man that conſiders, to find his Aﬀtions diſſent from this obliging 
Knowledge, as it is unacceptable to ſuch as know Muſick, to hear a Luteniſt 
play upon an Inſtrument out of tune. Thoſe things which conſiſt of many 
Parts, or of various Faculties, are capable of no Perfe&tion but what con- 
ſiſts ina proper Unionof thoſe Parts, and a regular Ordinationof their Fa» 
cultics ; which is not mntable at pleaſure, but perpetually fix'd to the Na- 
ture of every particular Being. As it is not any Connexion of Parts that will 
make an handſome Body, for if any Member be diſorderly plac'd, there 
will be a Deformity : So the Soul by its rare Conſtitution having many Pow- 
ers, as the Rational, the _ and Concupiſcible, its PerfeQion doth ne- 
ceſfarily depend upon the due Subordination of theſe Faculties to one ano- 
ther.When the Rational Principle, which is adorn'd with the fore-mention'd 
Notions, gives Laws to our Appetites, and they are obedient, then Ver- 
tue glorifies our Conſtitution, and ſhews the Excellency of its Nature both 
in the decent Moderation of our Paſſions, and in a lovely Connexion of - 
| caming 
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coming Actions. But when theſe Divine Rules are neglected, it is no more 
poſſible that the foul ſhould be in its natural frame, then that the Body 
ſhould enjoy heairh if the Nerves which tic it rogether were cut in Pieces ; 
* or fora City to eſcape Contuſion, if the Inhabitants deſ j-1e the Laws ; 
or for a Muſician to compoſe delightful Airs by a careleſs jumbling of 
» Notes without the Rules of Art. The Vertue of Human Souls hath natural 
Orders, certain Meaſures, and 1s determin'd by Laws which can no more 
be alter'd at pleaſure, then the Proportion which is between Three and Six 
in Arithmetick. - | | 

This is enough, Medenarete, toſhew you that Vertue is an Unalterable 
Congruity with our Souls, and n its own nature fix'd as nuch as any other 
thing : to which I will now add, that thoſe foremention'd Notions are not 
only natural Qualities interwoven with our Eſſence, but alſo Participations 
of that increated Goodneſs which is in the Divine Nature, fo far as it is 
communicable to Men. Though that be incomprehenſible in the Infiniteneſs 
of its PerfeQions, yet it hath reveal 'd it ſelf in the known Properties of 
Fuſtice, Veracity, Love, Benignity and Mercy ; which whoſoever imitates, 
lives cenformably to God's Lite; and whoſoever thinks he may afflic? the [n- 
morent, violate his Faith, refuſe-to ſpew Mercy, and abandon Charity,doth foo- 
lifhly eſteem it a Priviledg to be' diſengaÞd from the ties of that Goodneſs to 
which the Divine Will is alwayes determin'd. 

1 told you a.ſo, 1 remember, that fone of theſe noble Qualities are 
faſtened upon our State as Apendages immutably proper to it, and it muſt 
beſo; for who can think of thoſe Words, Ged and a Created Being, but 
he muſt neceſſarily infer that it js unalterably fic, that as the loweſt Creatures 
are neceſſarily ſubje& to their Maker, ſo Man, being endu'd with Reaſon, 
by which he underſtands his Relation, and is made capable of Law and 
voluntary Subjection,- ſhould ſubmit. himſelf of Choice to his Creator . 
acknowledg his Dependancegaipon him, and ſeeing himſelf plac'd 'in a 
higher Degreeof Being, increaſe his Thankfulneſs proportionably ? By the 


Notions of Gods Goodneſs and Excellency implanted in our Souls we are © 


obligd to love him-or himſelf; as.wc.have Underſtanding and Will, which 
are the Principles of Moral Vertues, we are bound to receive the Divine 
Illuminations as our higheſt Wiſdom, and both ſincerely to conform our 
Wills to Gods Commandments , and to reſt ſatisfied in his Appointments 
with all humble Complacence. Thenature of our State doth obligeus alſo 
to obſerve the Rules of Righteouſneſs towards others ; for he who gave us 
our Being did not only make us unwilling to be wrong'd our ſelves, but 
thereby alſo taught us that we ought not to wropg others. And though he 
hath beſtowed Self-love-upon ns, yet he alwayes requires us to manage it ſo 
as becomes thoſe who ktow they are but Creatures, that they have Souls as 
well as Bodies, and owe Love to their Neighbours as well as to themſelves. 
"Thoſe who contradid the Reaſon of theſe Duties do barbaruuſly diſown the 
Relation in which they ſtand to God, and endeavour plainly to put off the 
Nature. of Creatures ; for Sin isa ContradiGion to our State, and a For- 
feiture of the Beingwhich we hold at our Creator's Pleaſure. 

... The Unnaturalneſs of ſuch Diſcbedience will appear yet farther, if we 
conſider that the Happineſs which is proper to Humanity cannot be ob- 
tain'd without a compliance with Vertuous Rules ; for the happy Repoſe of 
ourSpirits will be diſturb'd if wefin. Whilſt ourAGions contradict the Know- 
ledge of our Duty, we offend the moſt delicate ſenſe of our Souls, and by 


offering violence to the Law of our Mind we fa'! out of our own Favour, 
| expoſe 
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expoſe our ſelves to the ſharp Remorſes of a wrong'd Conſcience, and pur 
our ſe:ves to a pain mich like to that which we feel in our Bodies when a 
Bone is diflocated. A Sinner becomes his own Tormentor, and is vex'd to 
tee that he hath done himſelf a miſchief by a propoſterous endeavour to ſa- 
tisfie a vicious Will. God having ſo inſeparably annex'd our beſt ſatisfaci- 
on to the Rules of our duty, the old Philoſopher might have givena very 
p/aufible reaſon for his Paſſion, if he had included thoſe who endeavour to 
divide Pleaſure from Honeſty, in the Curie which he wiſh'd upon thoſe who 
firſt arcempred the Divorce of Fertue and Profit. However the Attempt is 
rono purpoſe ; for the diſtreſs which accompanies Vice is ſo unavoidable, 
that the moſt inſolent finners which are recorded in Hiſtory have confeſs'd 
an Inward Nemeſis to follow them, and to compenſate the Wickedneſs of 
their Actions with proportionable Puniſhmenrs, waking every place too 
hot for them, and all Conditions uneafie. Thoſe who have ſo far de- 
ſpis'd Vertue, that they would not acknowledg it to be any thing, have not- 
withſtanding found the burden of an Evil Conſcience to be extream heavy, 
and complain'd of the Torments which they ſuffer'd fromthe Diſpleaſure of 
the In-dwelling God:;— How natural this diſturbance is, appears alſo from 
the Reſtleſneſs of profligate Offenders, who, though they enjoy the Succeſs 
of their Vices, and live in the heights of Luxury by the benefit of Rapine, 
do yet deſire rather to have gotten Riches by ſome honeſt means, being re- 
prov'd by themſelves when they conſider that Unhandſomneſ's which will ne- 
ver ceaſe to attend their unjuſt Proſperities. This gives us aſſurance that the 
Laws of Vertue are of force to condemn where they are not obey'd,and that 
the Divine Light is ſeen when it is not follow'd, and that it is a very zezjune 
Explication of the Torments of Conſcience to ſay that it isonly this, Some 


men ſay that they knew them who knew others who knew theState of Sinners to be #0: 


unhappy. p | 
Beſides this I might alſo add, that the unalterable Repugnance of Vice 


toour Felicity is manifeſt by thoſe extravagant Appetites and wild Defires 
to which men are often ſubject, which, whilſt they are not mortified by 
Vertue, do ga!l the Soul by a ravenous unfatisfiableneſs, and make whatſo- 
ever might adminiſter to its content uſeleſs. 

By that which I have ſaid concerning Good mens Happineſs, I would not 
have you think that the Repoſe of Vertue conſiſts only ina dull Indolence, a 
meer freedom from Grief, or ſuch a ſtate of Content as that in which we 
find our ſelves after we have quench'd a Thirſt : for Good men experiment 
alſo, ſuch Acual Pleaſure as thirity perſons find when they drink Delicious 
Liquors, both whilſt they are converſant in the Operations of Vertue,and 
when they call to mind the Honeſt Actions of their paſt life. By which it 
appears that they arenot mov'd to compliance with Hol y Rules by Extrane- 
ous Principles, or are induc'd to perform their Duties by Mercenary Per- 
ſwaſions, as Hopes of Honour and Deſire of Riches : They have Innate 
Morives far more cogent from that rare Content which is the natural Com- 

ion of Vertue ; and Good men have alwayes thought this IntelleQual 
Delight o far beyond the ſenſual Titil'ations of. fleſhly Objeds, thar they 
have eſteem'd Wicked perſons not to fall more below the Dignity of ſuch 
asare Good by the Depravations of Vice, then they do come ſhort of - 
their enjoyments in the truth of Pleaſure, under which pretence they be- 
came Renegado's to Vertue. 

Thoſe who affirm Pleaſure to be the end of all Human Actions, ſpeak 
true enough if they underſtand themſelyes well ; and there is no danger in 

that 


MR 


— — — FT ——  _ Oo 


200 Wentibolto and UJrania. Book Vt. 


Ur I——_— —_ 


ne En EE IE 


"—— _— 


more pleaſant guſt to our rational Appetite then to do excellent Things, ſo 
it is proportionab!le to the great Ends of our Nature to ſeek ſuch Delight ; 
for in this purſuit wecome to taſlte the Pleaſures which all Good men find in 
the noble Union of their Souls with the Divine Will, and ſo partake of true 
Freedom: for being by this more pleaſing Fruition unchain'd from the mean 
" loveof little things, and ſecur'd from the Diſtraction of low Delires, they 
are joyn'd to that great Good, which isever preſent with all but choſe who 
have diſpers'd their Souls amongſt intinite Vanities, and ſo do not enjoy 
themſelves ; or who having contracted a Contrariety of Diſpoſition to God's 
mind, are not capableof Vnion with him. Vertue prepares us for God's 
Inhabitation, who is never unwilling to dwell in Good men : And whilſt 
they give him, as they ought, his Right of Willing what he pleaſeth in them, 
and aGiing their Powers according to his Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
they partake of the greateſt Happineſs to which Men can be exalted, and 
fatisfie rheir Minds in the enjoyment of the cheif Gouod, which doth alſo 
inſtill into their Souls and preſerve there a pleaſant Hope of Imn ortal Fe- 
licity, by the continuance and advancement of the ſame Fruition in 
the Eternal World ; they being ſufficiently afſur'd that nothing can ſeperate 
a Soul from everlaſting Bliſs, which is married to God þy hearty Love. 
And this do:h Compleat a Good mans Repole ; for being at peace with 
himſelf by reaſon of the Friendly Teſtimony of his Conſcience, and high- 
ly pleas'd with his preſent ſtate, he finds alſo an unſpeakably eaſe of Mind 
| ' In the Hopes of that which he ſhall þe in the Life to come, 
a Avery good Thus, ſaid ? Ariſtanaer, turning towards be Medenarete, I have obey'd 
4a. 5 your Command, having ſhew'd you the Excellent Nature of Vertue, afſur'd 
believes Yertue YOU CONCErTniNg its Exiſtence, and given you an Account of that Happineſs 
* be nothing» which Good men derive from it. After this it would be impertinent to add 
much to overthrow your Objecions,for they muſt needs fall of themſelves. 
If Vertue doth include in its own Nature an eſſential Congruity with Reaſo- 
nable Souls, there is no more neceſſity of a Law to render its Rules Obli- 
ging, thento paſs an A& to make it fit for usto ſee with our Eyes ; and 
ſince Vice doth alwayes diſcowpoſe that natural Order, it is as iwpoſſible 
for all the civil Power in the World to make it agreeable to our Conſtituti- 
on, as to make us ſwell with our Ears. 

That Vertuous menarenot good for Fear of being puniſh'd, is ſufficiently 
confirm'd by that which I have already diſcours'd; and I muſt tel] you thar 
this is a very Contemptible ObjeQion ; for they do not eſteem any man 
Good but him who will not ſin though he 1s not in danger of any external 
Mul& ; neither do they account him an Honeſt man with whom they durſt 
not play at even and odd in the dark. And if you ask then what uſe there 
can be of Laws, which are alwayes vain without the ſuppoſition of Puniſh- 
ment ; I muſt let you know that they are prudently given with a general 
reſped to all men. To the Bad, becauſe ſince all will not underſtand the Rea- 
ſons of their Duties ; nor be perſwaced to love Vertue for moſt worthy con- 
ſiderations; it is of preat Intereſt to the World that Wickedneſs ſhould not 
be ſpred by Impunity, but that enormous perſons being directed by Law 
ſhouldalſo be reſtrain'd from difobeying it by Sufterings. They are alſo 
highly uſeful to the Good,not ſo much to hinder them from doing that which 
isnot Juſt, as that they may not be wrong'd by the Vicious, who are de- 
terr'd from hurting them with violent actions by the fear of thoſe Penalties 


which are annex'd to them. 
That 


that which they ſay, if they be not miſtaken by others. Asnothing is of 
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That which you objected concerning the different Apprehenſions which 
men have of Good and Evil, doth nor infringe the real diſtin&tion which 
is between them, or prove that this difference 1s not known naturally, more 
chen it is poſſible that the Whole ſhould be no bigger than the Part, becauſe 
ſome have been or may yet be found who doubt whether it is or no. Neither. 
is itany wonder that ſome entertain falſe Opinions, becauſe there are Mul- 
titudes of various Examples in the World, and many follow the worſt;being 
uſually ſo ſlothful that they will not take pains to examin which is the beſt. 
Vertue and Vice, as you ſay, are confounded in moſt mens a&ions: 
bur that dothnot prove chat they arenor Eternally diſtinguiſh'd in their No» 
tions, or that it isnot natural for Human Nature to love: Vertue ; ſince 
ſome make themſelves fick through Intemperance,though nothing is more 
natural then the defire of Health; and ſome pur out their Eyes, whichare 
ſo tenderly regarded by Mankind. This Argument is of no force, unleſs 
you think theſe are good Concluſions ; That there areno good Laws in Ci- 
| vil Societies,becauſe men do ſometimes Rebel;That chere are no good Prin- 
| ciples, becauſe the Inconſiderate offer Violence to them;and that there isno 
| Uſe of ſober Reaſonin the World, becauſe ſome are Diſtracted, 
That any ſhould ſay, as your laſt Obje&ion ſuppoſes, that God might, 
if he pleaſe, alter theſe eflential Notions of Goodand Evil, is ſo monſtrouſly 
extravagant, that I cannot but wonder at the Ignorance or Impudence of 
thoſe who dare ſpeak this blaſphemous Falſhood. At: their Impudence,in 
afſerting that which ſuppoſes it to be no Abſurdity for God, if he pleaſe, 
to make it Good that his Creatures ſhould not acknowledge him, which is 
a horrid Contradidion ; or at their Ignorance, whilſt they fooliſhly affirm 
that whichoverthrows all Religion. For if we receive this Principle, That 
there isnot any thing Indiſpenſably Good, or that the Divine Will js rios 
| regulated by it ; they haveundermin'd our Faith, and taken away all fout- 
dation of Hope, leaving us, as far as in them lies, unaſſured but that God 
| may if he will condemn us for yielding Obedience to him, and thatiris 
Juſt too if he do it,notwithſtanding he ha'hdeclar'd the contrary. © > * 
When * Ariſtander had proceeded fo far, he deſired all the Company , ,,,, ya 
| eXCEPt b Athanaſius, that they would pleaſe to withdraw fora while into aces. 
| the next Room ; for his Chirurgeons were come to dreſs his Wounds, Þ Immenrel, 
Which when they had ' open'd, Well , ſaid 4riftender, how is it ? We 
cannot promiſe much, ſaid the Chirurgeons, as to your Recovery, for we-#re 
afraid we ſhall not beable to prevent a Gangrene. —_— perceiving ini 
| their Countenances that by the Rules of their Art they diſcern'd more danger 
| then they did expreſs to him, defir'd that his Friends might be call'd in: 
They return'd ; and when they had enquir'd concerning the ſtate of his Bos 
dy, I havereceiv'd, faid friftander, no unwelcome news ; for Happineſs 
Can never come /too ſoon. TI have alwayes made the Belief of my Soul's 
Immortality one of the chief Principles of my Actions : for whilſt I confi« 
der'd its nature, and perceiv'd that it would not fail to fubfiſt after my Bo- 
dy, having a Durationaſſign'd to it commenſurate to Eternity, I could-not "ta. it 
but underſtand how contemptible that ſkort ſpace of time is which God hath cerwing obe 
allotted to our Continuance in this lower World in reſpe& of that which is 1 ha 
to ſucceed it; and thereuponT inferr'd, that the Happineſs which we en» © * 
Joy in this ſtate isnot comparable to that which awaits us after our ſepati- 
tion from this Fleſh; and conſequently, that it is an Effential part of true 
Prudence, to be infinitely more ſolicitous that we may þe happy here- 
after, then to avoid any preſent Incofveniencies. And fince I know that 
Dd there 
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there isno way to that Felicity which I hope for but by Death,and remem- 
ber that Death is a very ſhort paſſage to it, I ſhould be untrue to my Prin- 
ciples, and abandon wy beſt hopes, if I were unwilling to die. 


One who think [I perceive, ſaid * Synthneſeon, waking a Reply to Ariſtander's Diſcourſt -. 


Sonl 
with abe Body 


to 4 that your Courage is the laſt Friend that will take leave of you;and I cannot 


but approve your love of an Opinion which is ſo pleaſant,that ſome of thoſe 
who were not ſure that it was true have profeſs'd that they would never ſuffer 
themſelves to be perſwaded againſt ic whilſt they live. I grant that the righr 
Government of our Life depends upon true Principles, and that we cannot 
attain Happineſs by the conſequences of falſe Opinions ; and I muſt acknow- 
ledg that the Principle which you have mention'd is very nobleand worthily 
fic to have a Dire&ive Influence upon the whole courſe of our preſent Life, 
if we were afſur'd of it's Truth. But I have been told that we have no Soul 
diſtin& from the Fody, and that what we call by that name is only a Con- 
temperation of Corporeal Humors , and a Connexion of thoſe Integral 
Partsof which the Body doth conſiſt ; and that when this vigorous Crafis 
is deſtroy'd by mortal Sickneſs, and the Bodily frame taken in pieces by 
Death, then that which you call Sew! ceaſeth to be, as Muſical Harmony 
vaniſheth with Sound ; and canno more ſubſiſt after Death thena Figure is 
able to remain after the diſſolution of Figurated matter. Some expreſs theme 
ſelves thus, That a!l the Soul which we have is compos'd of Material Prin- 
ciples, and reſolv'd into them by Death; that is, our Spirit is nothing but 
a knot of united Atoms, and that death by diſcompoſing the Contexture 
doth diſſipate us inte. looſe Particles, 

\ I know very well, ſaid Ariſtander, that ſome are not willing to think that 
the Soul doth exiſt after Death, and have taken great pains to objeR as much 
as they can againſt its Immortality. But I have been told by wen wiſer then 
theſe Diſcenters, that Human Soulsare Immaterial Subſtances, and there- 
fore incapable of that Diſſolution which theBody fuffers by Death it being 
a known Principle in true Philoſophy, that the Corruption of Material Sub. 
ze&s is brought to paſs only by a ſeparation of conjoyn'd Parts: that is, by 
Diviſion, which belongs only to Bodies whoſe eſſenrial property is Quantity. 
That the Soul is in nodanger of ſuch Diſſolution , I have good reaſon ts 
think by thoſe grounds of hope which I find in my one Experience. Iam 
now old, and yet I perceive my ſelf to be the ſame that I was fifty years 
ago. I have worn away many Bodies ſince I was young, and therefore this 
ſame I which remains ſtill muſt be a Soul and that Immaterial. I cannot bur 
believe that if I had nothing inmy ſelf diſtin& from this corruptible Body, 
or that if Death had any wedge able to cleave my Soul, I ſhould have ſeen 
ſqze Chip fall from it yeſterday when my Arm was ſawn off, and have felr 
my Soul grown leſs then it was before. I did nor, 1am the ſame'T ſtill, 
and I do not doubt bur I ſhould be ſo if the other Arm were cut off and 
after that wy Feet, and then the reſt of thoſe Parts which conſtitute this Bo- 
dily Frame. Having this ſenſible aſſurance, I rake the more confidence to 
believe that I ſhall eternally exiſt in this Rational Nature which now makes 
me my ſelf. 

I know ſome ſxzy that Inmaterial Beings, if there are any, way be Mor- 
tal,though not by Separation of Parts, yet ſome other way unknown to us : 
Iſuppoſe they mean Annihilation. To which I anſwer, that though I cannot 
but acknowledge God way, if he will, deſtroy what he hath made, and ac 
his pleaſure take away that Being which is deriv'd from his Power ; yer T 


think it Abſurd to ſuppoſe that he doth Annihilate Souls, becauſe it is con- 
trary 
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ry to that Method which he obſerves in other parts of the Univerſe, nothing 
of which doth fo periſh. And I muſt eſteem it too great 2 Boldnefs for any 
wan to affirw that we are reduc'd to nothing by Death, becauſe he doth not 
know wh:ther we go. If he ſay that the Soul 1s of that nature, that 1t can 
have no Being out of the Body, he falls upon the foremention'd Rock, and 
wult ſay that it is Annihilated by Separation ; for elſe it will exiſt out of the 
Fody. 

Sur becauſe by your ObjeGions you ſeem rather to imagin that the Soul 

is nothing really diſtin& from theCorporealSubſtance, | will make no further 
enquiry whether Imwatecial things can periſh, but rather endeavour to ſhew 
you ſytfcient cauſe to beljeve that Humane Souls are [ncorporeal. You can- 
not but know* Syzthneſcon, that this word Soul; and others correſpondent » gy, who 
t0 it in different Languages, hath been long us'd in the World ; and I take thinks the Sew 
it for granted that ic ſignifies ſomething, and ſuppoſe that none will venture -— _—_ | 
to affirm that thoſe learned Perſons who made uſe of ir in their Writings - 
did intend to fignifie nothing by ir but a Body ; or though ſowe may judge 
them bighly miſtaken in thinking it had any other true meaning; yet as I doubt 
not but the Venerable Ancients knew very well what they ſaid, ſo I think it 
may cafily be prov'd that the Norion of an Inmaterial Subſtance diſtin& 
from the Body, which they intended to expreſs by it, is natural and true. 

That the Soul is not a Temperament of Corporeal Humors is manifeſt in 
this, that it is neither a Good nora Bad Contemperation. If it bea health- 
ful Temperament only, then we have no Soul when we are Sick ; ifan un- 
healthful, then we are dead when we are Well. Befides, if the Soul were 
only a Crafis of the Body, it would be capable ofno more Diſtempers,but by 
a fit of the Gour, the pain of the Stone, - the heat of a Fever, or ſome other 
ſickneſs depending upon indiſpos'd Matter : Whereas it is manifeſt that it 
hath many Diſeaſes which ariſe not from Dilatation or Compreſſion of the 
Matter,ObſtruGion or Inflanmation of the Humors,or Solution of Continui- 
ty : The Troubles of Conſcience, which ariſe from Moral Cauſes, being no 
more capable of being remov'd by a Phyſitian's Receipt, then the Gout can 
be cur'd witha Moral LeGure. | 

The Soul is not a Contexture of Material Parts, for that is nothing really | 
diſtin& from the whole Body ; but that the foul isnot the Body, Part of ir, 
or any Corporea] thing, we have many good afſurances. Thoſe who would 
know what others are,do rationally ſeek a ſatisfaction of theirDeſire by con- 
verſing with them ; and ſuch as would know what they themſelves are, muſt 
converſe with themſelves. Ir is neceſſary to obſerve this Method, for there 
1s no other way to come to the Knowledge of our Souls. Since the Eſſences 
of all things are veil'd, we nwſt endeavour to know them by their Operati- 
ons;for the Forms of things are only intelligible by the Properties which are 
peculiar to their reſpedive Natures, and theſe diſtin& Properties reveal 
chemſclves ohly by different Operations. Whilſt we are intent upon this 
Contemplation, we ſhall find in our ſelves the Ads of his Intelle&ual Eflence, 
which upon {tri& Examination will appear to be of ſuch an excellent Na- 
ture, that they tranſcend the fineſt Modifications, and exceed the moſt ſub- * 
tile Motions, of Bodies. 

Thoſe whoacknowledge nothing but Material Beings inthe World, and 
wake our Senſation the Effe&of Motion, do alſo grant that our higheſt Per- 
ceptions riſe but to Imagination, which operates only by Corporeal Phan- 
taſms, that is, Images framd in the Brain according to thoſe various Im- 
preſſions which are made upon the Organs = Senſe by the Impulſes of exer- 

Dd 2 nal 


204 


Bentivolio and Urania, " Book VI, 


nal Objeds. If therefore we can make it appear that we have in our ſelves 
the Notions of things which were never capable of Senſible Repreſentarion, 
we way juſtly conclude that we havea higher Mode of Perception then Ima- 
gination, and conſequently are ennobled with an Imwateria! Princrple of 
Knowledg. 

That weare acquainted with many things of which we cannot have notice 
by the help of any Senſible Images, 1s maniteſt, in that we underſtand the 
Logical Notion of Cauſes, Efte&s, other mutual Refpects of things, and 
Univerſality ; in that we have cognizance of Mathematical Terms, as Pro- 
portions of Figures, Symmetry of Magnitudes, Breadth abſtracted from 
Depth, Inequality and Diſtence ; in that we find alſo in our Souls the Per- 
ception of Moral Congruities and Repugnances, the Knowledge of Good 


- and Evil, the Nature of Vertue, Principles of Juſtice, the Decencies of 


Gratitude, Deliberation and Liberty of Will: To theſe I might add the 
Species of Reaſon, of Infinite Space, Eternal Duration, and the Notion 
of Perception it ſelf: we diſcern alſo Theo'ogical Truths ſhining there, as 
the lively Idea of God pourtrayed in his Divine Attributes, and the Senſe 
of our Dependance upon him. Theſe things have no Signatures in Matter, 
are no Senſible obje&snor Phantaſins of Corporeal Beings deriv'd through 
ourSenſes, or excited in us by the Imprefſes of Bodily Motion ; and there- 
fore we ought to conclude that the Incorporeal Idea's by which we know 
theſe things are Congenial to our Souls, and alſo to reſt aſſured that they are 
Immaterial. 

If the Soul were only a few thick Curds inclos'd witha Bony Skull,and alf 
things without us be only Bodies ; it is no more poſſible that any knock of 
dull Matter ſhould be able to beat the ſubtile Notipn of a Deity into our 
Heads, then itis to wake an Intelligent Poſſet of Sack and Milk. What 
ſort of Glaſs is that in which you can hope to repreſent to our Eyes Compa- 
riſons, Similitudes and Diſſimilitudes ? If the Soul were Corporea), it 
could no more be ſenſible by anexternal Motion that 1t isa Being which Un- 
derftands, Reaſons and Diſcourſes, then an Artiſt can make a Looking-glaſs 
which will ſhew the Images of things that are Inviſible. We have the fore- 
mention'd Ideaof our Soul ; and it is clearer then any Conception which 
weareable to frame of Bodily nature, and yet no Corporeal Matter could 
repreſent any ſuch thing tous ; It is neceſſary therefore to concjude that this 
Knowledge ariſes from the Innate Powerof an Inwaterial Principle. 

The Soul doth not only ſhew the Excellency of its Underſtanding Facul- 
ty by aſimple Apprehenſion of ſingle Obje&s, which ir takes in to furniſh 
it ſelf with fit waterials of Diſcourſe; but doth alſo compare their ſeveral 
Natures, conſider their different Properties, and contemplate their various 
Reſpeds, and ſo arrivesat an uſeful Knowledge of things. By this Diſcur- 
five Power we are enabled to: frame Arguments, to. make Inferences, to 

nounce concerning the Similitude and Diſſimilicude of things, to deſign 
ſet: Ends of our Operations, to chuſe fit Means, and reject ſuch as are un- 
fit for our purpoſe ; and ya rare AGiivity of this Intel/e&val Faculty the 
Soul! doth with an unſpeakable quickneſs apply it ſelf to the Contemplation 
of all things, and march in a few minutes through the who!e Regionof In- 
telligible Objeas, and ſo declares how far its ActSare exalted above any 
thing which is diſcernable jn Bodies aſſiſted only by Motion. I know very 
well that ſome, who affirm. that all the Phenomena in the World may be 
reſoly'd by Matter and Motion, will ſay that theſe Operations are not ma- 


nag'd by virtue of any Immaterial Principle, but by the Imputſcand Re» 
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actionof agitated Bodies. But we muſt deny thar this is poſſible, except 
we will be toabſurd as to ſay, That whatſoever is woved doth perceive,and 
grant thata Stone hath Perception as well as a Man, that the Paper feels 
the Fen that wrices upon it, that a Viol while it is played upon 1s a Senfitive 
Creature; and conciude that the Soul is only a little fine duit which feels the 
force of Arguments, That Atoms make Syllogiſms, That Diſputation is 
only ſome Aerial larticles b.own up and down with a Philoſophical wind, 
and rha: the whiifing duit which flies in the faces of Travellers doth take a 
diſtinct notice of them as they paſs upon the Road, If the Particles of 
Matter have no Senſe 18 them, they can never produce it by any ſort of 
Motion,unleſs we grant that there may be more Excellency in the Effe& then 
1n the cauſe. | 

Thar there 1sa higher Principle of Knowledge in Humane Nature then mo- 
ved Matter and its Re-adtion, appears flrther by thoſe Reflex 4s of this 
Self-knowing Subſtance in which the Soul becomes it's own Objec, and per- 
ceives that it doth perceive. All watter is ſo extended that ng part of it 
can a& upon it ſelf by a Revolution into ir ſelf, more then the end of one of 
our Fingers can touch it ſelf, or the Eye ſee it ſelf. And when Material 
things ſeem to aCt upon themſelves, it is manifelt to ſuchas conſider, that 
it is only one part that ads upon another part of the ſame thing. This Reflex 
Operation doth not only exclude the Senſes, but is rais'd above the Power of 
Phancie : For thac working only by the help of groſs Phantaſms is not able 
lo perceive that it doth Imagine ; becauſe no [mage of Perception can be 
convey'd to the Phancie by any Inſtrument of Senſe. Shall we be ſo vain 
as tO think that a Looking-glaſs doth not only repreſent our Image, but alſo 
ſee us when we ſtand before it,and refleQing upon that ac diſcern thar it 
doth ſee us? That Caves reverberate Sounds we know : but do they hear 
us too, and conſider that they do ſo? Fooliſh Lovers ! You think you talk 
unheard in your ſolitary Walks. The hollow Rocks with which you con- 
verſe are more pitiful then you imagine, they underſtand your complaints 
and reſent your wrongs : Nay, your ſympathizing Lutes hear the Airs you 
play, andare much affe&ed with the proper Compoſition of your paſſio- 
nate Sonnets. No, no, Medenarete, let us not believe ſuch ridiculous things. 
Perception is not Re-aGtion afier Motion, but a Recognition of thoſe Im- 
preſſions which by Motionare made upon us,. which is above the power of 
dull Matter. 

* I cannot but think alſo that the Soul doth ſufficiently reveal its Immateri- 
al Nature, whilſt it colle&s the Perceptions of all the Senſes, compares 
them-together:, orders the great variety of Phantaſms which float in the 
Inmagination,and makes a Judgment both of the Senſe ard Phancie. It is 
not any of the Senſes, for they do never reprehend themſelves. The me 
doth not Judge of Hearing, nor the Earof Taſts. Ir is not the Phancie, for 
that receives no Images of things but ſuch as are deliver'd by the Serrfts ; 
and yet we find a Principle in us which forms apprehenſions of things con- 
trary to thoſe which are convey'd to us by the Organs of Senſe, and rejeds 
the Phantaſins of Imagination as inſufficient Aſſurances concerning the truth 
of external Objeds : Not pronouncing that either the Senſes or the Phancie 
are deceiv'd, for it knows that they only declare their own Paſſions, which 
are really ſuch as they ſeein to be ; but diſcerns withal that it ſhould be de- 
ceiv'd if it did alwayes believe things to be ſuch as they are repreſented by 
thoſe Images. When the Eye ſees a Stick whoſe half is under water, it is 


pi&ur'd to the Imagination as crooked ; but the Mind knowing that the = 
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preſentations of Senſe which are carried to the Brain by Corporeal Motion 
are wade without Judgment, examins the Phantaſm, and pronounceth the 
Stick to be ſtraighr. 

By this it plamly appears that the Soul is nota Corporeal Faculty : for 
they are all confin'd ro their own ſingle tasks, as the Eye to ſceing, and the 
Ear co hearing ; bur the Soul hath an univerſal Perception, an unbounded 
capacity of Senſationextended to all things, even its own Perceptions ; and 
is plac'd amongſt thoſe little Powers which flow from it ſelf, as a Supreme 
Judge of all their Operations. And as the Soul would be frequently delu- 
ded by more Senſes then one, if in many caſes it did not contradid Corpo- 
real Impreſſions, and frame another Judgment of things then that which a- 
grees with Senſible Repreſentations ; ſo it could never be able to withdraw 
it ſelf from theſe bodily Images that it might clearly diſcern what is true, if 
it were not an Immaterial Principle ; neither could it make reſults contrary 
ro rhe Perception of the Senſitive Faculties, if it were nota diſtin& Power 
Superior to them. 

Though theſe things are abundantly ſufficient to aſſure us what kind of 
thing the Soul is;yer, as if it defir'd to appear plainly to all who are willing 
to be acquainted with it, thetruth of its-nature is diſcover'd in many other 
Operations:bur I will inſtance only in that of Remembrance.If the Soul were 
only Matter, the Notions of paſt things would ſeem only to have been writ- 
ren ih water ; for we know that our Bodies are continually waſted with in- 
ſenſible Tranſpirations. The parts of this Atomical Compoſition ſtill mar- 
ching away, and other ſucceeding in their rooms, if nothing in us were fix*d 
and immutable, we ſhould not only find ir difficy]t to remember the Obſer- 
vations of our former Life, but be apt to forget what we our ſelves were in 
times paſt : or, if Memory beonly fading Motion, like that which we diſ- 
cern upon the Surface of Water after a Stone is thrown into it, it is impoſe - 
ſible to imagin by what Preſervatives this feeble Trembling ſhould continue 
ſo long as we know we can remember. For many years after this Motion 
muſt needs have ceas'd, we find the Phantaſins of things long before paſt as 


freſh as if they had but newly happened. 


thinks the 5out 1 Will not troub!e you, © Synthneſcon, ſaid Þ Hriſtander, continuing his 
zo die with the Diſcourſe, with any more Arguments concerning this matter. The A&ions 
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which I have nam'd do prove the Soul to bean Incorporeal Subſtance ; it 
being evident to any Ingenuous Philoſopher that no Contexture of Atoms is 
capable of ſuchOperations,and that it is impoſſible they ſhou!d be produc'd 
only by the Motion of Matter agitated. But I would add this to what I 
haveſaid already ; That though I do really believe that the fore-mention'd 
Arguments are in themſelves certain Truths, and do ſufficiently prove the 
Immortality of our Souls ; yet I think God hath given usa higher afturance 
concerning this Article of Faith then any thing which I have mention'd : I 
mean that our Immortality is better demonſtrated from the ReſurreGion 
and Aſcenſion of our Saviour then by any ApodeiGical Preofs drawn from 
other Topicks. All are not prepar'd for Philoſophical Arguments, becauſe 
many of them are ſubtile, and ſo above the reach of weak Capacities ; 
neither are they of force to uphold a Beleif im thoſe vho underſtand them 
no longer then they do carefully attend to the Coherenceof every Demon- 
ſtration. Our Saviosr riſing the Grave and appearing in the ſame Po- 
dy in whichhe was Crucified, both after his Reſurre&ion to wany of his 
Friends upon Earth, and afier his Aſcenſion to one of his Apoſtles from 


Heaven, gave ſufficient notice that he had overcome the Power of that 
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Death which he ſuer'd upon the Croſs, and by the truth of his glorious 
Exiſtence exhibited an evident Teſtimony of the Souls Incorruptibility.And 
I muſt tell you, Synthneſcon, that the convicion which we receive from this 
Argument doth ſo far-tranſcend the SatisfaGion which we find in all others 
which have been produc'd by the Determination of this Queſtion, that Chri- 
ſtian Religion may be truly ſaid to have the Glory of giving a juſt Demon- 
ſtrationof the Life to come, anda clear Aſſurance of the Immortal Happi- 
neſs of our future ſtate. 

Here Synthneſcon reply'd, I cannot bur acknowledg it, 4riſtander, as a 
very. great obligation, that youare pleas'd roallow us the benefit of -your 
Converſation, eſpecially at this time when your Repoſe is necefſary to your 
Health ; and if it were not for continuing a diſturbance, I ould beſeech 
you to deliver me by your excellent Diſcourſe from the vexation of ſome 
ObjeGions which moleſt my Faith,and with which I find my ſelf more trou- 
bled, becauſe this Article is very Important. I underſtand very well, faid 
Ariſtander, that a freedom from Company would contribute nothing to the 
Reſtauration of my Health, arid I aſſure you thar I do not think that thoſe 
few Hours of my Life which yet remain, can be better imployed then in this 
ſor of Converſation; and therefore you have a fair leave to propound your 
ſcruples. - Synthneſcon accepting this courteous offer, began thus : I find it 
difficult to think that the Soul is any Jmmaterial Subſtance, becauſe I cannot 
imagin how it ſhould be joyn'd tothis Body, I can hardly believe that 
there isany ſuch ſtrange ſortof Glue which is able to faſten together two ſuch 
different Natures. Ir ſeems to be an odd Marriage, wherein ſo ſubtile a 
Principle as you make the Soul, ſhould deſire to eſpouſe to it ſelf dull Mat- 
ter, and yet if it would contra@ ſuch an Union, it cannot, becauſe it 
would paſs through Matter, by reaſon of its all-penetrating nature, and ſo 
be unable to take ſuch faſt hold as to make a Whole conſiſting of thoſe two 
Parts which you call Soul and Body. | i 4 
. I rather phancie an Identity of things expreſt by thoſe twgganies, then 
au Union of diſtin@ parts, and ſuppoſe the Sow/and Body arer one then 
Unired, becauſe the Soul, which you magnifie ſo much for its innate Pow- 
er, is not able to perform thoſe noble Operations, for which you pronounce 
ix an Immaterial Subſtance, when the Body is diſtemper'd by exceſs of 
Meats or Drinks, or indiſpos'd by Diſeaſes and old Age. Who isable to 
diſcourſe rationally when he is drunk ? The Extravagancies of Mad-men are 
notorious ; the Operations of the Intelle& wholly ceaſe in Lethargies and 
Apoplexies : and Lamapt to argue, that as the Soul ſuffers an Infancy when 
the Body is young, grows more vigorous in riper years, becomes decrepid 
in old Age, and isfick with the Body, fo it alſodies with it. | 

This Belief receivs Confirmation from that which is obſervable in the 
manner by which Death ſeizeth uponus ; for dying perſons feel themſelves 
periſh by Degrees, they loſe one Facultie after another, Speech, Memory, 
Sightand Hearing : And as the particular Senſes which are proper toevery 
Organ are taken away by the Prevalency of a Diſeaſe ; fo I ſuppoſe that 
whatſoever it is which you call So9w/ muſt needs be deſtroy'd by Death. 

Beſides this, if there be a Soul, it is Diviſible, and therefore not Immor- 
tal ; as may be perceiv'd in the Motion which contigues in the ſeveral Parts 
of a Body when the Whole is cut into pieces. What can be the reaſon of 
that Apitation, but that the Soul being commenſurate with the Whole, is di- 
vided into every Part, and ſo moves them awhile, and after ſome time pe- 


riſheth, being only a Morta] Vigour of warm Spirits. 
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If ir did eſcape theſe dangers, as you pretend it doth, I know not to 

what purpoſe it ſhould then be continued in Being ; for it cannot act out of 
the Body, and having no Operations it muſt needs be condemn'd to an un- 
happy Dulneſs ina moſt affliging Solitude, Tt can neither hear Muſical 
Sounds, nor ſee the Beautiful World, nor diſcourſe, nor converſe with 
others ; and therefore it is rational to ſuppoſe that it doth not Exiſt at 
all. wx” 
I muſt add alſo, that what you call Soul inus ſeems to underſtand that 
dark Fate which awaits it in Death, and that this ſad Preſage makes men 
afraid to die. If the Soul were an Immortal Spirit able to ſubſiſt of it 
ſelf, it ſhould rejoyce to leave this Body, and it would find no reaſon to 
be epamotir'd with ir, if it be deſtinated to an Immortal Happineſs, as 
you ſay it is, in the ſeparate ſtate, 

1 haveheard ſome ſay too, that if there be any ſuch ſtate, it ſeems very 
ſtrange that none of thoſe Millions of Souls which are gone into the other 
World ſhquld return and give'vts notice of their condition ; ef] pecially con- 
ſidering that the great affe&ion which many of them before their Departure 
ſcem'd to have for their Friends here, muſt needs make them willing,if they 
63 able, to inform .them in ſuch a wes. joy affair, and concerning which 
they do exceedingly defire to be aſſured. Theſe Arguments pur together 


- 


Os throwing 41! Hopes, at leaſt the Ce:tainty, of a Future ſtate, they 
ſuppoſe it rational to improve the preſane toall poſſible ſarisfaions : and 
though by. reaſon of this Unbelief they do 'many things which you eſteem 
vicious, and take that courſe of Life which you condemn; yer they think 
then; ſelves juſtified by this, that they do bur reap thoſe Fruits which would 
periſh if they were not gathered, and that they ſhould live tono purpoſe 
if they livd otherwiſe. al Hh 
Ariſtander perceiving thatSynthreſcon had finiſh'd his Objections, reply'd 
thus : Iamglad that you let us know what may be faid againſt the Belief of 
our Immority, becauſe you have given us occaſion to confirm this gene» 
rous Truth, "and to affure our ſelves that the Comfort which we take in it 
hatha ſure foundation in the unperiſhable nature of the Soul which we have 
receiv'd from God. T will thew you-the Vanity of thoſe Arguments by which 
ot endeavour to gain credit to the Error of your diſconſolate Opinion. 
Bur before I anſwer your ObjeGions | pm yol op !] premiſea few things 
. , conceming the Temper and Deſign of the * Paxthneriſts. | 

(_ _ And firſt T muft - nods notice, that whilſt they deny- the Immortality 
Body roperiſs of the Soul upon this Suppoſition , That there is no ſuch thing in the 
ws worldas Incorporeal Being , they beg the Queſtion which they ought to 
prove, and think themſelves great Philoſophers when they have only affron- 

red the Truth with bold ContradiGions. I might tell you alſo that that 

ſhew of Argument which ſome of them take from the Death of the Body, 

is but of the ſame validity with the former Preſumption, and makes ag 

much for us as againſt us ; ſince whilſt they talk corlfidently of the ſtate of 

the Dead, they know not what it is to Die. They pretend indeed to do 

ſerviceto Mankind, and undertake by their Principle to deliver us from 

thoſe Fears, which we are apt to apprehend ina future ſtate : but do really 
adminiſter no higher Conſolation, then thoſe who tel] poor Sai'ers when 

theyare diſtreſs'd with ill weather, that within a few hours they ſhall be 

drown'd. Which is infinitely below that encouragement which our Prin- 
ciplebeſtows upon thoſe who paſs through this tempeſtuous World ; for 


it aſſures all, who do not make themſelves incapable of it by a wicked 
Deport- 
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Deportment in the way, of a ſafe Arrival in a happy Port after a few ſhore 
Storms are paſt. The Lanthnetiſtsa'ſo ſhevy that they are no Friends of God, 
becauſe they take away the greateſt Verification of his Providence. Ir is 
well known that things are not alwayes brought to rights here ; and that 
they induce men to think either that there isno God, or elſe that he 1s nor 
Good and Juſt, by ſaying that it ſhall not be done afterward. But the truth 
1s, che chief uſe which chey make of this falſe Notion 1s the Indulgence of a 
Vicious Lite, in which they picafe themſeives ſo much the more freely , as 
they are able tro make themſelves believe that they ſhall not be call'd to ac- 
count for it in the Eternal World, But how unlikely they are to enjoy what 
they expe, I will ſhew you, by diſcovering the weak grounds upon which 
their Hope 1s built. 

You are tempted to think that the Soul is nor an Immaterial Subſtance, 
becauſe, as you ſaid , you cannot imagine how it ſhould be united with one 
that is Material. But this Scruple need not trouble you , fince ir riſeth on- 
ly from the unknowableneſs of the manner of this Union. You might as 
well doubt whether the parts of Matter be united ; for there is as much dif- 
ficulty to apprehend the Connexion which one part of Matter hath with 
another, as in this Hypotheſis. Can you eaſily imagine with what Bond the 
parts of Iron are ſo fait lock'd together, or what Cement makes the Particles 
of hard Stone cleave ſo cloſe to one another ? 1f you ſay they are united 
by Juxta-poſition and Reſt , we can as well phancie the Soul to be inune- 
diately united with the Body, as the parts of Matter to beafter that faſhion 
put cloſe to one another; and it is as demonſtrable that the Soul may move 
the Body, and be in no more danger of being divided from it, then two Bo- 
dies are of being diſ-united when they are mov'd together. I grant that this 
Union is one of the greateſt Secrets in Nature, but yet a moſt credible 
Truth ; for having prov'd that the Soul is Incorporeal , and perceiving by 
Experience that it doth inform the Body by an intimate Preſence , we have 
no reaſon to doubt the poſſibility of the fore-mention'd Conjun&ion, though 
we underſtand not the Phyſical way of this Myſtical Incorporation, Nei- 
ther would you have objeced the Unfitneſs of this Marriage, if you had con- 
fider'd that he who appointed it made both Parties apt to be joyn'd toge- 
ther. For if Corporeal Matter had not been united with an Intelligent Prin- 
ciple, it could no other way have been exalted to that Dignity which it 
now enjoys :. and the Soul is requited for this Condeſcenſion, becauſe there 
1500 other means, as far as we can imagine, by which we could have attain'd 
that Knowledge which we have now of the Nature of Matter, but by this 
11:1mate Conjunction with it. 

Your ſecond Objedion is very unable to do you ſervice, for it offers only: 
a faint Proof of Indentity of Efſence from the Sympathy which is perceiv'd 
to be berwixt indifferent things. We cannot but grant that the Union of the 
Soul & Body is very ſtri&,and that the Soul is by this cloſe connexion nuch 
ſubjected to the Laws of Corporeal Nature , and forc'd to have a deep ſenſe 
of Bodily Infirmities; by which the All-wiſe Creator hath engag'd it to take 
care ofthe Body,and to relieve its Neceſſities, being partly its own. By this 
Union alſo the Soul is made able to command the Body more eafily , andat 
pleaſure ro commlinicate its own vertue into the ſeveral parts thereof, by 
which means this Compoſition is made a moſt rareAutomatous Machiza:And 
whilſt the Soul is made very ſenſible of the Perturbations which happen in 
the Animal Spirits , the Corporea! Paſſions are madea Trial of our Wiſdom 
{ve being put co learn carefully to diſtinguiſh berwixt thoſe Motions which 
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we tind deriv'd into our Podies from our own Wills , and thoſe Impreſſions 
which the Soul receives from the Bodily Temper) and alſo an exe: ciſeand 
aſſurance of Vertue ; when the Soul 1s able not to grant that which the bo- 
dily Appetite doth not only crave, þut makes us alſo fee] great pain, whilſt 
for reaſons which it doth not underſtand we deny it, and fo prove that we 
have got a Dominion over the Body , ſince we are not brutifhly aftcQed 
with every Paſſion which 1s rais'd in it by the Motion of Spirituous bloud, 
nor carried toAGion according to thoſe Provocations whichare tranſmitted 
into the Phancie from the Impulſe of External Obje&s. By which Experi- 
ment the Soul proves it ſelf to be of an Immaterial Nature; for though it 
bath an actual Senſation of a fleſhly Delight , yet by a noble AG of the Ra- 
tional Will jt chuſeth a good which 1s contrary to fleſhly Pleaſure, and 
which no Corporeal Faculty is able ſo nuch as to apprehend. By this 
which I have ſaid , it is manifeſt that the Soul , though it be not one with 
the Body , may be _—_ of thoſe Advantages and Diſturbances which you 
mention'd ; and being diſtin& in Eſſence from the Body with which itis 
cloſely united,may receive conſiderable hinderances in its Operations from 
the Indiſpoſition of the Animal Spirits in Sickneſs and old Age, and 
from the Confuſion of Phantaſws when the Bloud is drench'd too nnch in 
Wine ,. or ſwell'd with grofs Humours , and the Brain clouded with Me- 
lancholick Fumes, and the Phancie deprav'd with black Vapours ; the Soul 
remaining untouch'd in the vigour of her IntelleGual Faculty, only hinder'd 
by the Diſtemper of thoſe Inſtruments which ſhe is forc'd to uſe in this 
Conjun&State. So that the inconveniences which you objeed do no more 
prove that the Soul is weakened in her own Nature , then we can conclude 
our Foot to be lame, becauſe we halt when one Shoe hath an higher heel 
then the other. It is not to be expected that, whilſt the Soul is under 
ſuch diſadvantages , ſhe ſhould perform her uſual Actions as well asat other 
times, more then that an Artiſt ſhould expreſs his beſt Skill with a bad 
Tool. But that the Eſſential Faculties receive no damage in themſelves; 
appears by thoſe regular Operations which ſhe doth again exert when the 
Body is reſtor'd to its proper Uſefulneſs by the recovery of Health, by re- 
turning to a ſober Temper, by awakening from Sleep, and Vitory over 
ApopleGical Diſtempers. Beſides this, we have great reaſon to think 
our Souls Immortal -notwithſtanding what happens to us in Sleep, fince 
though they are then ſecluded from Converſe with External Objedts, they do 
frequently., and, for ought we know, alwayes AG; neither do the ſufferings 
of Mad-men weaken our Faith , fince though they have extravagant Phan- 
cies, yet they Apprehend, which no Material thing can do. 

Your Argument taken from that which Dying perſons feel , would fig- 
nifie ſomething , if we ſhonld take for truth whatſoever you have a mind to 
ſay. We know not what Senſation is inthe Souls of Dying perſons in that 
moment when they leave the Body. We, muſt grant that which is eafie to 
be experimented,that when the Vital Heat is ſuffocated by Putrefied bloud, 
or exhauſted by old Age, the Members of the Body will receive no Influ- 
ence from the Soul , and the Immortal Spirit will then go away , as Birds 
flie voluntarily out of old Nefſts ; oris forc'd out of an unfit lodging, which 
afterward will decay by the abſence of the former Inhabitant: Bur that doth 
no more prove that the Soul periſheth , then it is true that a Tenant dies be- 
cauſe he is turn'd out of his houſe by his Landord. 

You added, I remember, that the Soul is not put out, but cut in pieces 
ſometimes , and ſo mult needs die. To prove this you urge the Motion 

which 
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which remains in the D1vided parts of a Fody. But you will perceive that 
this is a very weak Arguwent, if you confider that the Activity of the 
Animal Spirits can cafily move the Divided parts, till by that Motion they 
are diſſipated ; bur it doth not give us any juſt occalion to think that the 
Sou! is divided, fince it was prov'd befoce that it is Immaterial : and this 
Phenomenon is otherwiſe fairly ſalvable , the Soul having a power to with- 
draw it ſelf intirely into one part, or to go away from the whole, as it 
pleaſeth , without ſuffering any prejudice by the Diviſion of the bodily 
Members. ( 

Whereas you phanſie that if the Soul ſhould ſubſiſt in the Separate ſtate, 
it would be unhappy , being depriv'd of all the Organs of bodily Senſe, 
and ſo render'd unable to underſtand or do any thing ; I crave leave to tell 
you, that though many of our preſent Faculties muſt needs be buried in a 
kindof Sleep by Death, and though the particular deſcription of the Fu- 
ture ſtate in which our Souls ſhall be after their Separation from the Body , 
doth by many degrees tranſcend the capacity of our Reaſon, and that God 
hath not ſapply'd that Defe& with the clearneſs of Revelation; yet being 
fully ſatisfied as to the Exiſtence of our Souls after Death by the fore-men- 
tion'd Arguments, I am not diſpleas'd that the Happineſs of my Future ſtate 
is ſogreat that I cannot now comprehend it : and as I truſt the Goodneſs of 
God for my Felicity, ſo [ leave the Manner of waking me happy to his 
Wiſdom ; not doubting but he will beſtow upon the Soul ; or awake out 
of it, Faculties ſuteable tro that condition. And fince the Soul is an In- 
telligent Principle, and contains in it ſelf a power of univerſal Percep- 
tion , by which it now underſtands what is repreſented by the Organs of 
Senſe 3 ſo when it is deſtitute of theſe Inſtruments, ic may well enough 
perceive after ſome more tranſcendent manner in a degree proportiona- 
ble to that which we attribute ro God and Angels. He who made our 
Souls can eafily give them, when they are out of theſe Bodies, the Spe- 
'cies of all things which will concern us to know , if we did not under- 
ſtand them before, or to remewber, if we did. That becauſe they can- 
not at as they do now , therefore they ſhall be able to do nothing at all, 
13 an Argument no better then this, A man cannot fing, becauſe his Lute 
is broke. A Country Clown doth ſcarce underſtand any other uſe of his 
Hands then to plow , to dig , to ſow , to reap, or to thraſh ;- but bg would 
be laugh'd at if he ſhould affirm that there wereno other beſides theſe : for 
we know to what excellent Imployments they are put by Luteniſts, Pain- 
ters , and other Artiſts. And we may rationally think that there are no- 
ble Operations in the other State of which this Principle is capable, 
ſince it doth declare an admirable Capacity at preſent ; and ſo there is no 
fear that we ſhall be idle in the other World. That diſconſolate Solitude 
which you talk'd of is as little to be dreaded ; for the Ethereal Regions 
wuſt needs be ſo well Peopled,that we cannot eaſily be alone, and the 
panions to which Good Souls will then be gather'd are ſo defirable , that 
they will have nogreat mind to return hither. 

Whereas you ſaid that if Souls be Immortal , it is ſtrange that they are 
unwilling to leave the Body , and that if they be deſtinated to a happy 
condition, it is impoſſible but they ſhould rejoyce in the near approches 
of that Felicity to which Death doth tranſport them ; I muſt defire you 

- to remember that this World is poſleſs'd by two ſorts of Inhabitants, 
Good men and Bad. Bad men do not deſire to leave their Bodies, nei- 
ther is there any reaſon why they ſhould ; for though their Souls are Im- 
RE 2 mortal 
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mortal by Nacure , yet they muſt beunhappy by the appointment of ;uſtice. 
They deny there is any Future ſtate,and heartily wiſh that there were gone, 
becauſe they know that they have no ſhare of Felicity in it. They are a- 
fraid to die, leſt they ſhould be puniſh'd : So Malefactors are unwilling to 
leave the Priſon , becauſe then they are carried to Execution. But this is 
no Argument againſt the Immortality of the Soul, or the Naturalneſs 
of thoſe Defires which we have of-it, ſince we know that men do ſome- 
times make the Life which they enjoy in this Worid undeſirable , though 
Naturally it is very dear unto them. Good men are not only willing to 
reſign this Life, but ſome have moſt paſſionately defir'd that they might. 
Hiſtory doth ſupply us with various Inſtances of Excellent Perſons, who 
have eſteem'd the time of their Difſolution the Epoche of a better Na- 
tivity, and have proteſted to their Friends an abſolute unwillingneſs to 
run the courſe of their Terrene Life over again : and theſe not Ca!amitous 
perſons wearied with the Miſeries of the World , who like vex'd Game- 
ſters throw up their Cards, not becauſe they have no mind to p'ay any 
more, but becauſe their Game is bad : No, * Synthneſcon , ſuch as have en- 


ebinks the Soul joy'dall the Delights of this preſent World, and they have had ſuch a clear 


to die with the 
Body, 


Preſage of their Future Bliſs , that they complain'd of Death only for thoſe 
Delays by which they thought themſelves kept from the Pofſeſſion of Ime 
mortal Joys. 

It is true that Naturally we have an unacceptable Senſe of our Difſo- 
lution, which proceeds partly from the long and intimate Commerce which 
we have had with the Body , and is one of the moſt conſiderable Imper- 
fetions which we contra& by the Incorporation of our Souls, and is 
highly increas'd inall who have plung'd themſelves deep into the love of 
Senſual Pleaſures, prevails much in Melancholick Tempers , and ſhakes 
weak Believers who have taken pains to know the reaſon of their 
Faith, or to prepare themſelves for the Future ſtate which they pretend 
to believe. But as it is fit that we ſhould willingly ſtay in the Body ill 
our work be finiſh'd, ſo the difficulties which attend our Departure from 
hence are eafily conquerable by all Good men , who are uſually ſo far from 
fearing Death as a conſiderable Enemy , that they do many times court itas 
2 ſerviceable Friend. 

Thatgyhich- you ſuggeſted againſt the Reality of a Future Life from the 
ccdiehicg of the Dead to give us Information concerning it, hath been 
often urg'd , but for the moſt part inſolently, and alwayes falſly. Will 
not men belieye what is true , except they be told by ſuch Meſſengers as 
they require ? We know not what Laws are appointed to ſuch as are re- 
moy'd into the other World; but we may reaſonably think that they cannot 
go whither they pleaſe , or do what they will. Muſt bleſſed Sou!s leave 
their repoſe to inform thoſe concerning Truth , who are ſuch Infidels that 
they will not believe their Saviour ? If the Damn'd Spirits be ſuppos'd to 
have ſo mueh Charity , which is very unlikely , yet how is ic poſſible that 
they ſhould ſhake off their Chains of Darkneſs, and break out of their 
Priſons, to come into the Regions of Light , to preach Immortality ? You 


ought to remember, Symhneſcon, that God hath indulg'd our weakneſs 


ſent many fromthe other World to give us notice of the certainty of a 
Furure ſtate ; the Saviour of Men being the chief Inſtance of this Favour, 
who appear'd in Life after he was Crucified, and ſhew'd himſelf to many . 
hundred Witneſſes, whoſe Teſtimony is beyond all exception. 


But to makean end of this Diſcourſe ; I grant, as youſaid in your = 
| words, 
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words, that notw.tlitanding all the Satisfaction which God bath offer'd $ 
in this particu.ar by the Demonſtrations of Reafon and the Contirmations 
of bis Holy Goſpel , Iundels do fti:1 pretend want of affurance as to the 
cruth of a Future life ; and having objeted the obſcure notice" of what 
they ſhail be hereafter, think they have ſuticiently warranted their pre- 
ſcnt Senſuality againſt al! juſt Reproof, and , by a Philoſophy fit for Beaſts, 
conclude, that becauſe they have no Souls , they ought to indulge their Po- 
dies in their moſt bruciſh Appetites. But the defect of their Diſcourſe is 
| wanifcſt inthis, that they judge themſelves to be rare diſcerners of Truth, 
becauſe they do nor believe it ; that they have great Wits , becauſe they 
ace able towake Sophiſtical Cavils againit that which they have ſcarceever 
tk into their thoughts but with a purpoſe to oppole it; and eſteem them» 
ſelves wiſe in running the greateſt bazard in che world , though they have 
not ſpent much time in weighing the flightneſs of thoſe Reaſons for which 
they do ſo, nor have confider'd with a juſt teriouſneſs how infinitely the 
ſolid Happineſs of an Immortal ſtate doth exceed thoſe fleſhly. Pleaſures 
which they hold upon uncertain terms, the longeit Date of their Fruition 
which is poſſible being only a very ſhort Life. | 

Here let we tc!] you, Sy#thneſeon , one thing which hath been obſerv'd 
by many wiſe men , That ſeeing the Credibility vf an Immortal ftate doth 
exceed all the Probability of their bold Conjeures by as many degrees as 
the Bliſs of Heaven tranſcends the vain Pleaſures of a Sentual life, it 
muſt needs be ſome extravagant love of ſuch Liberties as are inconſiſtent 
with other Articles of Faith which are joyn'd with this of Immorality ; 
| and which are repugnant to thoſe Conſequencies which follaw from this 
Principle, which makes them ſo boldly to expoſe themſelves to the 
of an Eternal Miſery by Unbelief. It isa known Rule , that ſuch as live 
; Viciauſly will endeavour to believe Falſly ; and therefore I would adviſe 
' you , inſtead of a bukie purſuit of needleſs Arguments , to ſeek a confirm'd 
|. ſenſe of the Truth of the Soul's Immortality, by living conformably to 
thoſe Innate Principles of Vertue which ſhine in ſerene Spirits, and to 
await that clear Aſſurance which is darted into Holy Minds with thoſe 
heavenly Rayes of Divine Light which do frequently appear in all purg'd 
Sou's : and when you enjoy your Faculties in a pacate temper, think 
with your ſelf whether it be probable that the moſt good God will ever 
quench or diſſatisfie thoſe ſincere Defires which his Goodneſs hath pro- 
| duc'd in his true Friends , and which makes them not only co know, but 
| to love their Immortality, not only to believe, but to delight in their 
| Faith, hoping to enjoy God after Death more then before. Thoſe who find 
their Soulsenamour'd with the Divine Goodnefs, are not only prepar'd for 
the Celeſtial Joyes of which that holy temper of Soul can never be deſtitute, 
but have alſo an intrinſecal Aſſurance from the Principle it ſelf; being ena- 
bled by the Power of it, notwithſtanding the Violence of all Corporeal 
Aſau!ts, to prefer the pure Delights of Vertue before all muddy Content- 
ments of ſenſual Pleaſure , and to eſteem the generous SatisfaRion of an Ho- 
neſt Mind infinitely above the greateſt of thoſe baſe Advantages which are 
Vicioully obtain'd, | 

Here Ariſtander broke off his pleaſant Diſcourſe, and the Company be- 
gan to withdraw. * e Medenarete, converted by Ariflender , or rather * 9ue who 
conquer'd by Truth , took. her leave with this Complement; I humbly — Vertxs 
| thank you ; moſt noble Ariſtander, for all the Courtelies which I have © 
receiv d from you ; and | proteſt to you, that T think it a Favour infinitely 

greater 
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greater to be at this time redeem'd from the Errors of my Mind by your 
charitable Converſe, then to receive my Brother ſafe from that Danger in 
which yeſterday he muſt have loſt his Life, if it had nor been for your be- 

a One who njpne Aſſiſtance. ® Synthaeſcon bEing oblig'd to wait upon his Silter to her 

ſuppoſe 4 Lodging, went away with her ; but he made firſt a Declaration of his Thank- 

with ebe Body. fulneſs and Loveto Ariftander with ſuch an afieGionate Air , that thoſe who 
looked upon him could not but think that he would much rather have ſtay'd 
 anddied with him, then have felt the moſt unpleaſing reſentment of his De- 

þ dll-verruius. parture. Berntivolio, b Panaretus and © Athanaſius would have taken their 

c Immortal, Jeayes t00, but Ariſtander would not permit thew. His Chirurgeons telling 
him that it would be convenient for him to retire from Company kecauſe he 
had not many Minutes to live; Nay then , ſaid he, I will improve them as 
wellas I can : and having ſpent ſome time in Diſcourſing with his Friends, 

d An excellexs he call'd for his two Sons, 4 Calliſtweand ©* Hilarion, and gave them his Pa- 

perſon, ternal Bleſſing ; but before he ſufter'd them to take their laſt leave, he enter- 

e om of * +2 in'd them with this ſhort Speech. 

per. Since God doth allow you my Preſence but for a few Minutes, I would 

The Speech of give you ſome Diretons for the better guidance of your Future Life, 

diing ro bis Which I hope you will obſerve with no leſs care then if I were preſent with 

Children, you in thoſe moments wherein you ſhall have occaſion to uſe them. You 
are now arriv'd at that Age which makes you capable of governing your 
ſelves according to Reaſon, and therefore it is requiſite that you ſhould now 
deſign to your ſelves asthe end of your Life that Felicity of which your 
Nature is capable. It conſiſts'in a ſerene Tranquillity of Mind during the 
time of this ſhort Life,and in a juſt Preparation for thoſe higter Joyes which 
await all Good men in the Eternal World when they leave theſe Bodies. 
Thoſe who propound no ſet End of Life unto themſelves ſeem to be born to 
no purpoſe, and live by chance ; and ſuch as deſign a lower matter then that 
which I havenam'd muſt needs live vainly. 

Having ſeriouſly conſider'd this DireQion , and fix'd your Reſolutions 
concerning thoſe Things which you are to do according to it, make all 
your A@ions one continued Operation, that is, one Chain of Means faſt 
iink'd together, which you muſt alwayes uſe, to make your ſelves 
Maſters of your End, The- Deſign is ſo conſiderable, that ir is fit you 
ſhould refer the Endeavours of your whole Life towards the Accompliſh- 
ment of it, 

For the good Government of your Life , you muſt remember that it is 
principally neceſſary that you learn to know your ſelves : For the true un- 
derſtanding of your own Nature is the firſt Foundation of all wiſe Thoughts 
and prudent Actions. When you enquire concerning your ſelves, you will 
find that you are Created Beings conſiſting of a Reaſonable Soul joyn'd with 
a Fleſhly Body , appointed by your Maker to live inthe Society of Neigh- 
bours like your ſelves. 

Whilſt you perceive you were Created , you cannor but think it is the 
moſt worthy Action of your Life to endeavour to know your Creator, 
and when you know him, to honour him ; which you ſhall chen do when 
you make your ſelves like unto him in all his imitable Perfe&icns; if you 
love him above your ſelves and all other things, if you obey his Com- 
mands with humble Sincerity , ſubmit to his Providence with a chearful 
Patience, and labour as nmch as you can to make him known and lov'd 
by others. You are oblig'd to this, becauſe you have not only receiv'd 


your Being from God , but do depend intirely upon his Good will for 
a)l 
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all thoſe Bleſſings which make you Happy in this and the Future Pate. Ic 
3s neceſſary alſo to your Tranquility ; tor if you neg/ed this Direction , the 
Peace of your Mind will be diſturb'd with the ſenſe of your Ingratitude, 
and you will alwayes fear the jujt wrath of that potent God whom you have 
difingenouſly lighted. . . . 

Whilſt you conſider tle Parts of which you conſiſt , you will find that 
they are not equal in Dignity , but that the Soul doth far tranſcend the Bo- 
dy, and which will therefore require your more careful Obſervance of it. 
The Soul 1s of an Immaterial Nature , and Immortal in its Duration , and 
therefore you muſt value irs Concerns as things of greater Worth then thoſe 
whichrelate to the Body. It is principled with an effential Love of Vertue, 
which you muſt never oppoſe; for if you do , it will alwayescondemn you : 
You will diſcover aiſo that it is accompliſh'd with different Faculties,which 
you muſt learn to order pruden:ly, or elſe the ſtate of your Thoughts and 
Adcions will be confounded. | 

Your chief Faculty is Underſtanding , which isa Principle capable of all 
Knowledge ; and you muſt make it your care to perfed it with that Wiſdom 
which conſiſts in the Knowledge of God and his Works. Burt of all Pieces 
of Learning be ſure you benot Igaorant in Moral Philoſophy, for that will 
dire&@ you 1n the Praice of your Duties , and ſy condud@ you in the true 
way to your Happineſs. 

To this Power God hath added Sexſitive Appetite; which is prudently 
Pur into our Nature as a necefſary Preſervative of our Subfiſtence. For ſince 
there are many things which we continually need to ſupport our Being, 
by our Goncupiſerble Faculty-we are prone to deſire that ſort of Obje&s ; and 
ſome things bgjng hurtful to our Nature, we have an Iraſcible Power, 
which upon the Perception of any Adverſe Obje& is ready to make Re- 

fiſtance. | 
; Bur becauſethe Seyſitzve Apperites are in themſelves blind Powers , and 

may do us much miſchief if they be irregularly applied , you muſt alwayes 
make theſe lower Faculties yield Obedience to Reaſox. For you muſt know 
that beſides the two fore-mention'd Principles there is alſo beſtow'd upon 
usa Power of Deliberation and Choice , by which we are made as it were 
Tutors to our ſelves : and therefore we ought frequently to conſider whe- 
ther that which we deſire or refuſe doth promote our Happineſs ; and whe- 
ther that which ſeems to pleaſe us. be not areal Evil, though it appear in 
the form of Goodneſs ; and by a wiſe Authority which is put into our hangs, 
ſo to regulate our Appetites , thagtkey oppreſs usnot with the Exceſſes of 
Vain Deſires , or torment us withthe Madneſs of writhful Paſſions. By 
the good uſe of this Choice you may obtain that Excellency which is call'd 
Vertue : And this you ought to ſeek above all the Pleaſures in the World, 
becauſe it is the higheſt Perfe&ion of which we are capable, and is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to our Tranquillity, the ſtate of Yzce being alwayes a Diſ- 
compoſure. KD 

Since you are made to live in the Company of others like your ſelves in 
Nature, the pleaſure of your Life depends very much upon friendly $0- 
ciety, and therefore you muſt endeavour to preſerve an intire Charity with 
all your Neighbours ; and as you hope to be lov'd by others, you muſt love 
them ſotruly, as never to do that to them which you would not have them do 
to you, ; 

The Rules which concern the ordering of your AGions in all Caſes are 
very many, becauſe the Circumſtances which make various Caſes are 

In» 
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infinite ; and therefore I cannot give you a perfed Catalogue of them all ; 
but you are ſufficiently ſupplied with the HolyGoſpel ofour Saviour,which 
I commend to your frequent peruſal, and charge you to read the Commands 
which you find there as Indeſpenſable Laws, not to be talk'd of, bur 0- 
bey'd. You will hear alſo ſoft Whiſpers from your own Souls, telling you 
truly what you ought to do in moſtCaſes.I have left you ſome particular Aſ- 
ſiſtances in writing , which will dire&@ you amongſt other things what Books 
to read. The Rules which you will be able to frame to your ſelves by ſoS 
many Helps, you muſt learn by Experience to apply prudently toa!l Emer- 
gencies of your Life. At preſent I ſhall only acquaint you with a few Di- 
regions which come into my Mind. 

Perform all loving Obedience to your Mother , whom I have made your 
Guardian, knowing that now you muſt look upon heras your Father too. 
Begin asſoon as you can to accompliſh your ſelves with thoſe PerfeQions of 
which youare capable, remembring that Youth is a very Imperfe& thing, 
and that the Future Hopes of young men do ſo much depend upon an early 
Care, that the negle& of it doth alwayes make the Happineſs of their after- 
life difficulr, and in ſome caſes unattainable.- Whilſt you are young , you 
muſt be afraid of your ſelves; for that Age 1s ſo inconſiderate , that though 
it moſtneeds Advice , yet it leaſt regards it. You know not by how many 
Years your Life is meaſur'd , and therefore make ſuch uſe of your preſenc 
Time , that you may not be prevented by Death or hindered by Diſeaſes 
from doing that which is proper to your reſpeQive Ages. Take pains to a- 
dorn yourſelves with all the decent Qualities which may make you accep»= 
table to Wiſe and Good men. Be not diſcourag'd with any Difficulties 
which you meet in the beginning of your Endeavours , neither deſpond up- 
on the perception of your Imbecility ; remembring that there was a time 
when the moſt famous Philoſophers could not read the Alphabet. Let no- 
thing rifle the Modeſty of yourSouls , which is a connate Preſervative by 
which God hath fortified you againſt many Enormities, Keep the Virgin- 
purity of your Souls unſpotted. If you conſent to ſin , you will run into 
thoſeErrours which you will never be able to forgive your ſelves whilſt you 
live. Beſtow ſo much care upon your Body as will make it a fit Inſtru- 
ment for a thoughtful Soul. Know the Proportions of your Meat, Drink, 
Sleep and Recreations, and do not exceed them. Abhor Idleneſs as the 
Mother of innumerable Sins ; bur in toilſome Labours remember that the 
frail Body is not ableto hold an equal pace with an Immortal Spirit. Neg- 
k& not Decency in gour Apparel , Gracefulneſs in your Geſtures, or Hand- 
ſomneſs of Speech} only be ſure to avoid Vanity in them all: I would 
not have you ſordid, or affefate. Take heed of contraGing any fooliſh 
Habit, becauſe it is not only a Deformity , but hard to put off. You muſt 
alwayestakean eſpecial care with whom you aſſociate your ſelves ; for you 
can no more promiſe your ſelves to come away unhurt by Evil Company, 
then you can aſſure your Health in a Peſt-houſe. When you think of diſ- 
Poſing your ſelves in a particular way of Life, take that courſe to which 
you are moſt naturally inclin'd ; a particular Diſpoſition is an Indication of 
Fitneſs : and when you have engag'd your Thoughts, endeavour at a mode- 
rate Perfe&ion of Ability to diſcharge your Undertaking. You muſt not 
think that you are come into a World where nothing is to be ſuffer'd , and 
therefore inure your ſelves betimes to bear little Hard-ſhips : and ſince you 
will be tempted with Flatteries from the way to true Felicity , be ſure you 


have a watchful Eye againſt the Deluſions of Senſuality. Take beed of 
being 
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being enflav'd witha fond Self-love, and of being abus'd by the troubleſome 
efiec of 1t, Self-pitty, or deprefs'd with too attectionate a ſympathy with 
the mortal Body. Endeavour to ger Knowledg, confivering that an Igno- 
rant perſon is but a blind Beaſt ; yet eſteem humb!e Obedience infinitely a- 
bove the greateſt Knowledge, and be ſure to afte& Goodnets more then Ho- 
nour or Riches. When you are tempted to be proud, remember the fal- 
len Angels; and when you perceive Humility diſparag'd, think of your 
Saviour. Check the firſt Reliſhes of Self-excellency which you find in your 
Souls; if they grow Vigorous, they will ripen into Arrogant Thoughts 
and Deportment.. When men ſpeak of Honour, know that they uſually 
miſtake it ; for they make many vain things the Foundations of that which 
proceeds only from Vertue.In your Actions propound to your conſtant Imi- 
ration one or two noble Examples, and think often whether that which you 
do would pleaſe Brave men ; and judge it a great watter to deſerve the Eſti- 
mation of thoſe who are Good,and account it a pitiful Weakneſs of Mind to 
fall out of your own favour by the Diſapprobation of thoſe whom you can- 
not but deſpiſe. Look. upon Contentment with your Portion as the grea- 
teſt Inheritance which was ever enjoy'd in this poor World ; and having a 
moderate Eſtate be thankful, and know that there only the pureſt Tranquil- 
lity is to be found. Be obliging in your Deportment ; and according to that 
Revenue which God ſhall beſtow upon you be Charitable to the Poor ; and 
let the Meaſure of your Alms be above the twentieth part of that which you 
yearly receive. Avoid Envy in your way of Lifeas far as prudently you 
may;1if you have any thing that is Excellent, you ſhall be ſure to meet it, and 
it is a very troubleſome Devil. Be ſtri& in the Obſervation of Temperate 
Rules ; for Sobriety is the beſt ſort of Phyſick, and health obtain'd by it,one 
of the greateſt Pleaſures in the World. Reproach none for their natural 
ImperfeQions, and let the Deformity which appears in the Evil Manners 
of others alwayes endear your own Vertue to you ; and when you ſee the 
Unfortunate Examples of dreadful Falls in many whom you thSught ſafe, 
learn to ſecure yourown Statien. Remember that by reaſon of Ignorance , 
Incogitancy and Vicious Inclination men do themſelves more hurt then they 
ſuffer from others ; and therefore learn to watch your ſelves more then ©o- 
thers, and to be leſs angry at others then your ſelves. Underſtand your 
Concerns your ſelves; and when you are forc't toask Advice, take heed 
that the Perſon whom you conſult have no Intereſt in your Aﬀair ; for that 
will warp his Counſel to your prejudice. Overcome all thoſe Apprehenſi- 
ons which you are ready toentertain from the doubtfulneſs of Publick Acci- 
dents by Faith in God's Providence ; and ſecure your ſelves againſt the Di- 
ſturbance which may ariſe from any thing which happens in your private Af- 
fairs, by remembring that you ſhall have need of Patience as long as you 
ſtay in the World. Be alwayes true to your Conſcience, and the good 
Teſtimony of that will ſecure yourPeace againſt the moſt waliciousCalumny. 
Be conſtant in the Obſervance of all Vertuous Rules ; and when your Good- 
neſs is become Habitual, it will be a Torment for you to Sin. Contradia 
not your Principles at any time, in hope to make an Excuſe. Company was 
never appointed as a Toleration for Vice ; and in Solitude it is a Baſeneſs 
not to reverence your ſelf ſo far as to make you aſhamed to do that which is 
evil in your own Preſence. What you underſtand to be your Duty, do ; 
remembring that Knowledge without Pra@ice doth us no more good then 
Indigeſted Meat,and that the vain Renewal of ineffectual Purpoſes is the ſign 
of a Contemptible Spirit. When you find a convenient Opportunity to 

+ FS. promote 


218 : WBentibolig and UJrania. Book VI. 


promote your Ha ppineſs in any Inſtance, make uſe of it ; and do not believe 
that being lighted it will alwayes come when you are pleas'd to call for it. 
When you begin to be weary of any laborious Attendance to which you are 
engag'd by Vertue, quicken your Induſtry with the Hopes of that vaſt Re- 
ward which is promis'd to the Diligence of Good men in the Preſence of 
their Saviour : and when you find your work hard, pray to that good Spirit 
which is alwayes ready to aſſiſt all ſincere Endeavours. Think often that 
when the Judge of the World ſhall appear, many will be condemn'd ; and 
take heed leſt you be of that Number. 

And now, becauſe my Death approches, I will make an End of my Diſ- 
courſe, I know Dear Children, that you have a great Love for me, and that 
you think your ſelves not a little oblig'd to me for the Care which I have 
taken of you ſince you were born ; and therefore ler me tell you*that you 
ſhall expreſs your affe&ionate Gratitude in a way moſt acceptable tome, if 
you conform your Lives both to theſe Princip/es and thoſe other Counſels 
which upon various occaſions you have receiv'd from me. Thoſe Children 
which imitate the Vertuous Examples which have been given them by their 
Parents, and yield obedience to thoſe Excellent Rules which their Love en- 
deavouring to ſecure their Happineſs preſcrib'd to ow, do more honour 
their Anceſtors, then if they celebrated their Funerals with the moſt pom- 
pous Obſequies, and endeavour'd to keep their Memories freſh with Anni- 
verſary Feaſts. Honour me thus, my Sons, and then after my Death I ſhall 
live in you.I do the more earneſtly require this ſort of Thankfulneſ, from 
you, becauſe I can aſſure you that I never took any great content in 1oo- 
king upon my ſelf as a Father, but that I hoped to leave Children in the 
World which would become Exawples of pious Vertue when Iam gone. 

Thus did the good * Ariſtazder diſcipline Þ Galliſtus.and © Hzlarion with 
ty fi £9 (1. ſame Tewper which was in old Cato. when he read Le&ures to his Son, 
Þ 4s Excellent and with the AffeGion which great Twlly expreſs'd when he wrote his noble 
perſon. Epiſtles to young Cicero. And now Death, whichhad hover'd about him a 
as: good while, made his neareſt approch, and allow'd him only time to re- 

Gen his Soul to his Maker with a pious Prayer ; £fter which 4riſtander took 

a chearfu] leave of the World. 
Within a few days the Gentleman who was ſent into Theoprepia return'd, 
and brought word that the Queen, the Princeſs and their Companions had 
a Go = arriv'd ſafe at d Hipponix but being unwilling to make any long ſtay there, 
Ha: were now come within a days Journey of e Poltherion. The next Morning 
, e The City of Alethion, Theoſebins and their Attendants went out of the City to give them 
_ that Honourable Reception which was due to the Quality of their Friends, 
and which their own high Aﬀe&ions commanded them to perform. Having 
wet them at f Callicarpus,a place where lethion had appointed to dine, it is 
not tobe imagin'd what exceſſive Joy poſleſs'd their Souls; but the Teſtimo- 
nies which they gaveof their mutual Sentiments were ſo expreſſive, that they 
ſignified it to be as great as it is poſſible for Humane Nature to experiment. 
F It is not eafie to repeat the Diſcourſes which paſs'd amongſt thoſe Noble 
Friends at this happy Encounter, but they were all correſpondent to the 
oreatneſs of their Aﬀe&ions and the Extraordinary Occaſion of their Mee- 
ting. The Queen-Mother of Theoprepia took both the Princes into her Arms 
at once, being tranſported with a Rapture of Joy to ſee Theoſebias in ſafety, 
and g Alethion in his Kingdom ; and having given breath to her Paſſion, with 
a thankful Apoſtrophe which ſhe made to God ſhe diſmiſt them from her af- 


fectionate Embraces. Alethion went towards Þ Jgape ; and ſhe ſeeing the 
Prince 
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Prince whom ſhe tenderly lov'd, and for whoſe Happineſs ſhe had made a 
thouſand Prayers, threw her (elf into his Arms, and expreſs'd her Endear- 


ments inTears. ® Theoſebius and Alethion ſeeing{rama,the Excellent Siſter of ? 2 3 nc 


thoſe two IncomparableBrothers to whoſe Friendſhip and Valour they were 
both much engag'd, paid her that Reſpect which vas due to herown Vertue, 
and the Obligations which were laid upon them by two whom ſhe lov'd as 


much as her ſelf. Bentivolio and b Panaretus perform'd their humble Salutes b 41! Fertuont, 


to the Queen and Princeſs, and were receiv'd by them with Acknowledg- 
ments ſutable ro their Merit. Urania embrac'd her Brothers,and they her,with 
ſuch a paſſionate Tenderneſs, that it ſuſpended the Power of Diſcourſe, 
and their Silence did plainly ſignifie that the Satisfacti®n of their Minds was 
to0 big for words. The reſt of the Company entertain'd oneanother with 
all the afte&ionate Expreſſions that Love and Civility was able to make, 
The two Kings conducted the Queen, the Princeſs and the other Ladies to 
the Houſe which was made ready for their Entertainmear, and after Dirner 
accompanied them to Poliſtherion : and being willing togratifie the Love of 
the People, who did earneſtly deſire to ſee theſe IlJuſtrious Strangers , 
they rode through the Sreets of the City on Horſe-back : which beſtow'd 
an extraordinary Contentment upon all Peholders, there being none who 
ſaw King Alethion, who did not find themſelves ſenſibly concern'd in the 
Alteration of his Fortune, and who did not pay a great Reverence to the 
Preſence of the King, and thoſe Princeſſes who had receiv'd him with ſo 
much Friendſhip in time of his Baniſhment. 

Here the Reader may poſſibly expe& that I ſhould proceed to relate 
that which happen'd in Theriagene after this peaceful Victory : but I can 
only acquaint him that I have been told, that within a few days the Princeſs 
Agape was married to Alethion : that Theoſebius prevail'd with Urania to be- 


come his Queen ; that Bentivelio and © Theonoe, Panaretusandd Irene were O = 


married alſo the ſame day ; and that the magnificent Pomp of theſe Wed- 
dings was ſo [[luſtrious, that Truth and Love, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Righ- 
teonſneſs and Peace ſeem'd to have taken Boazes, and to have deſcended from 
their Celeſtial Manſions to celebrate their Nuptials upon Earth. It was re- 
ported alſo that Bentivelio and Panaretus, after ſome days ſpent with great 
delight in Alethiox's Court, retir'd with Theoſebinus and H{rania into the lower 
Theoprepie ; and that after Alethion had ſetled his Kingdom, he and , Apape 
madea Journey to Phroneſium to viſit their Brother and all his noble Com- 
pany, and after ſome time ſpent there in the Praiſes of that God who had 
confirm'd them in ſo tnuch Happineſs, and in the rare Contentments of a 
moſt delightfulConverſation, they went away all together to the Royal Court 
of the great King © Abinoam, which is in the Higher Theoprepia. 


But becauſe I am not yet perfe&ly inform'd concerning the Ceremonies P\#*% 


which were us'dat thoſe Glorious Marriages, the manner of their Reception 
by Abinoam, and the way of their Life in his Court; I muſt entreat my 
Reader to have the Goodneſs to pardon me, though I break off my Hiſtory 
and fit down here,for at preſent I am able to follow my Hero's no further, 


The End of the Sixth Book. 
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 
In which the obſcure Words of this Book are explained, and Direflions given 
by the Letters in order concerning the principal Subjetis which are particularly 
diſcours'd of, that ſo any may read what they pleaſe. For though I do not think, 
the Meaning of this Treatiſe any Abſtruſe buſineſs ; yet becauſe the ſenſe of ſome 
Words may peradventure be lock;d up from ſome Readers , who underſtand 
Things better than Names , [ have put this Key with the Book. Alſo for the 
ſake of the ſame Perſons , and being defired to doit by the Stationers , I have put 
the Interpretation of the mo Conſiderable Names in the Margin , that they 
might not for every Word be forc'd to apply themſelves to this Table. Since the 
Treaſure is but ſmall which is hid here, I amunwilling that any ſhould be put to 
much trouble in ſeeking after it. This alſo Ithought fit to add,That thoſe things 
which are more largely diſcours'd of are mark'd in the Index with an Afterick, 
prefix'd ; and that where the Letter (b) is put to theeFigures, it ſionifieth 


the Second part of this HiStory, 
A 


Badden, AIR, Deſtruftion , but 
Apoc.9.11.it is rendred "Aammtey, 
4 Deſtroyer , 5 move @& Aulpuwy, 4 
murtherous Spirit , who was (as 
=—_—— yr Saviour ſaith, fohn 8. 44.) 
«S1$emen@ dw drxs for he murthered 
Mankind with a Lie ame properly ex- 
preſſing the Nature of the Devil , who is a 
malicious Enemy to Humanity.See A/meders. 

Abinaam , COVWAN, the Father of Plea. 
[ures, God, the ſpring of Delight. 

Abulus, "ACen@ , ax Isconſiderate raſh man, 
One that aRs without due deliberation. | 

Achamoth, from FVOIN #:/dom : A name 
of which the old Goficks made an arrogant 
uſe, for they boaſted themſelves to be Chil- 
dren of EleRion , y, iqqnwmzs mT omigua F'Ay a 
wo, and born of Achamoth , Epiphan, Lib. 1. 
Tom. 2. and therefore thought themſelves ſo 
much better than others , that the worſt of 
them was worthy to be a 'J1QINN, a Teach- 
er of Wiſdom to all the World. 

Achreſtns , "Ayens@& , an unmerciful cruel 
man, Bentivolio's Jailour. Good will 1s impri- 
ſon'd in hard- Hearts, 


{ Achtheaon, * Ay dudvv, Grief. | 

Acolaſtis, * axaras@ ,3n Intemperate perſon, 
undiſciplin'd and of unſubdued Paſſions, 

Acrafia , "Axegoia , Intemperance , Inconti- 
nence, Impotence of Soul, 

Adicus, "ASix@, an VnjuFt man. 

Adynaten , *Advreleoy, Impeſſibility ; One of 
the Hypocrite's falſe Pleas, who , when he 
lins , thinks to excuſe the matter , by faying 
that it is not poſlible to obey God's Com- 
mands , and That ChriR's yoke is heavy and 
pincherh his neck. 

Affiiion , no jult cauſe to doubt of God's 
Providence. To Good men they are alwayes. 
[lev ownie , wurdny dgr7is , & # Soy; Fouc- 
Kavi. | 

Publick Afii&ions disburthen the World 
of the heavy load of Incorrigible (inners j 
ſo Emrip. in Hell, 

Oayarus T' Wmuy ws « my[avity yJoyds 

"TCaous framy, apmore 0hn;wus]t®. 

So God makes his Judgements Koa! *Av]rma< 
3$6&«,Common Antidores againſt the Poyſori 
of Wickedneſs , which 1s encreas'd by Impu- 


nity. 
G g Aga- 
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Aganatton, * Ajzvaxror, One that is angry. 

Agape, "Amt, Love,the Daughter ot Phro- 
veſia, Wiſdem. True Prudence is never delti. 
tute of Divine Charity. 

Agatha, 3 Good Woman. 

Agatherryton, 'AzaS2ppuler, flowing with Good- 
neſs , a proper Epithet tor God, who 1s an 
inexhauſtible Fountain, continually ſending 
forth waters of Life. 

"Ap wot Yuye , milon 

*Azadvppure mas. 
Pletin calls Him [yyir Cons, Agxir 316, *A- 
2607 drhev , Pitey 4vyis, The Spring of Life, 
the Beginning of Being, the Cauſe of Good- 
neſs , the Root of the Sonl , as Pythagoras 
before, 

layer etyydr guoios, 

The Fountain of everlaſting Nature. 

A; 4celns , *Azatnn@, full of Emulation. In 
the 111, Book it 1s put to expreſs thoſe Intem- 
perate Heats, which do often ſcorch mens 
Spirits , when they are ſer on fire with un- 
charitable Contentions about Matters which 
are of lefſe moment in Religion. 96 

Agerechus , *Ayigay,@ ,3 proud and Iſolent 
Perfon. "= þ 

Agnaa, ora, Jpnoraxnce. 

Joo, Fl Strife, The Yalley of Tenta- 
tion is ſo call'd in the beginningof the IV. 
Book , in which there is a large Deſcription 
of the Conteſt and Victory of a good man 
over bodily and ſpiritual Tentations, 110 

Akerea, *Axyar@®, Unmix'd, pure. Here it 
is put for Simplicity, the Inſeparable Compa- 
nion of true Godlineſs, 

Alazon, 'Araloy, 2 Vain-glorious Boaſter, 

Alborach , Mahoemet's Aſs , upon which he 
pretended that he rode into Heaven, 

Alcineus, from” Aaxd and ys, One who hath 
Strength of Mind , Greatneſs of Underſtand. 


ing, 
- 'Axidna, Truth, the Siſter of Cha- 
rinda, Charity. | 
Aletbion, from the fore-mention'd word.In 
his Perſon you have an Excellent Prince de- 
ſcrib'd , a Defender of Truth and Lover of 


Vertue repreſented. 30, b 

Aletbologus, ' Aang3s abs, True Reaſon, The 
loving Brother of Pi#alethes,i. e. True Faith, 
Their good agreement is declar'd, 127 
 Alexander,chat ſubtle Cheat, who abus'd the 
P aphlagonians. He is painted to the Life by 
Lucian in bis Pſeudomantis, 

Allufions, by which Familiſtical Enthuſiaſts 
endeavour to corrupt the Goſpel of our $a- 
viour agxonvv2i7@ ongig , as Epiphanius com- 
plain'd of the Gnoſticks,and which made the 
good Polycarp ſay (in Epiſt. ad Phil.) 3%; ay w- 
Seheue ma nba oy Kveis Tezs mis id) 25 hWvwins, 
TrwnToxss ar 1% Eamye , He that frames the: 


h— 


[ words of the Lord to his own private fan. 


cies, 1s the firſt- born of Satan. 

Alopex, Arun, a Fox. 

Alypia , *'Aauna, Indo'entia; Freedom from 
Grief and Care. The Goddeſs of Piacenza. 

Amaranth, 'A wagar|Q+, never withering, An 
Herb ſo call*'d from the laſting Vigour of its 
Flowers, Pliny ſayes that jt bears purple Ears 
or Flowers, of which, becauſe they will keep 
freſh a good while , they us*d: anciently to 
make Garlands, Z:ib.21. cap. 11. It is us'd 
here to lignifie the ever- flouriſhing glory of 
Perſeverance in Vertue. 

Amaſia,a Lover, 

Amerimnu,” A utz1uy@, One: free from trou- 
bleſome cares , the chief Biſhop of Euſebia, 
ſerving God d&my:1omicus, without diſtraQion. 
An undivided Soul , wholly deyoted to Hea- 
venly Studies and - Divine Employments , 
which are broken by worldly ſolicitudes. 

Ametameletns , *Aurrmauwail@. I bave given 
that name to a true Convert, becauſe his true 


Repentance will never be repented of ; Meni- 


you fpumiuiny]@, as St, Paxl calls it, which is, 
when a man forſakes (in with ſhame and ſor- 
row. I 23, 
Amiantns, * Auiay|og , Immaculate, free from 
ſpots. 
Amphibians, 'AugiCing. 1 have call'd Pirats 


' Amphibians , becauſe they live, as indeed all 


Mariners do , like the Zoe «xpifie , ſometime 
upon the Land, ſometime in the Water. 

Amphilogia,' Aupmoyia , Ambignity of Speech, 
Controverlie, 

Amphitbeton , *AugiaCnroy , One given to 
Controverſie and Debate. 

Amyntor, *Auvywy , A Helper, 

Anedea, ' Avaidna, Impudence. 

Anades, * Aneudvis, Impadent . 

Aneſchyatus, Araaul@, Impudent. 

Ananephon, * Ayayiigoy, One that returns to So. 
briety and ſoundneſs of Mind from the'deep 
ſleep of ſin. 

Ananks, * Aveyzn, Neceſſity. It is ſuch ano- 
ther Excuſe as Adynaton , He which pleadeth 
that the Divine Commands cannot be ob- 
ſerv'd, induceth a Neceſſity of (in, 

Anaxagathus , "Ayak «x4 , 4 good Kirg, 
whoſe Deſcription is endeavour'd. 27. b., 

Anaxanatton ,"AyaE draxlay, King of Kings. 
A name proper to our Saviour , who in holy 
Scripture hath divers Titles of the ſame Im- 
port, for he 1s call'd 3 Banads $f Bam dirmr, 
Kugios wy xugloy, 1 Tim. G6. Apoc. 17.134. 1 
have alſo inſerted the Hiſtory of his Life, a 
Summary of his Goſpel, and a defence of his 
Do@rine, beginning. 134. Þ, 

Anchinons ,* A:yyivo@-, One of a ready Wir,the 
Servant of a Prudence, 

Anarophonus, ' Ay$eggires, A Man- ſlayer. 

Aneceſtns 


The 


Table. 


Aneceftns , * Arizeres, One lick 01 [ncarable | 
Diſeaſes, an /ncorrigible perſon. 

Aneleemon, ' Araeznuwy, One without Mercy 
and pity. 

Ane.piſtus, 'Avinmoes, 2 deſperare perlon. 

Angerona from 4yyw to Choak, or Strange, 

Anonomait +, *Arwriueem , which have no 
Name. The Gnefticks boaſted that they could 
ſee ſuch things, 

Anopheles , *Aywpsadds, Onprofitable. 1 have 
cali'd che maker of Ta/i/mans by that name, 
becauſe of his vain employment. 90. b 
% Anois, *ArbCuos, 2 Wicked Perſon, 

Anteros, the Rival of Eros, trom *Aymyz: 
which ſignifies Rivalry in Love. 

Amntholkes, from *Aydvax , 2 kind of 7/me! 
in Philoſophy, who oppoſeth all men M' 2 ue 
Teiay & « v20AKIs. 

Anthropia, from "ArvyuuG, the State of Hu 
manity. 

Antigraphus, from *Apnypapey , One that is 
an oppoſer of the Holy Scriptures. 94. b. 

Anzjilegon , *Arndiuy , One that contradiits 
others. 

Antimater, a Sttpmothey. 

Amtinomus, *Ayrivoyss, One that is againſt the 
Law, an Irregular Perſon. 
> = ms Yay _ nk. One that 
oppoſeth ſtreugth to . See 1ſofthenes. 

proſerh [reoeet rg an Anti-God; £yn be 
.ing tzken in the ſame ſenſe as in Antichriſtns 

His Envy and Pride,the Roots of his Trea- 
ſon. 73 

His correſpondence with Dogmaporyes. 74. 

His high conceit of his Knowledge. 

His wild RefleRtions upon his diſappoint- 

ment. 

His Principles in Religion, 

His Natural Philoſophy. 

His Ethicks, 

His Poliricks 

The Names of his Courtiers, 

Apateos, 'AmwTWwy, 4 Deceiver. 

Apateonia , from the foregoing word , the 
Country where Deceipt is praRtic'd and pre- 
vails, : 

Apirus, "Awngos , [nexperienc'd, Ignorant , as 
many are who undertake to reach others. 

Aphrodite, *Agogdims, the frothy Goddeſs 
Venus , if the take her Name from *Aggs be- 
cauſe, 25 the Poets ſay , ſhe was born of the 
Foam of the Sea : but the Derivation is ber 
ter taken from"Agguy, a Fool, as Emrip. in 
Helen. 

Kai Tvrous tpYwe , dpopruru; Z25;4 ©: 76. 

Tz wag Þ mT thy *Apogdiry Beorcis. 1.e 


87, 


Apiſton , *A-n545», One that doth not rably 
aſſent , but donbts till he ſee reaſon for bis be- 
l1cf ; not Imprudently, 

—— E@7poys wy 4T;i4; un Way s ty 2nci- 
uoTipoy Byorais. There 15 nothing wore proficable 
to men then a wiſe Diftruſt. 

Appollyon, * Agaddwar, a Deſtroyer. See Aſma- 
ders. APOC. 9. 11. 

Aproneus , from « and wgiyvia, One thac 
denies the Previdence of God in the Govern- 
ment of the World. 46. b. 

Aquedon, E aton, which Henry the lixth B. M. 
honour'd with the Foundation of a Royal 
College, In Epiſtela dedicar. : 

Archibinus , *Ag ;i&rs , the Anthor of Life. 
Which Name I have beſtow'd upon thoſe 
Phylicians who by reaſoa of their Knowledg 
and Vertue are worthy of it; for they are 
Preſervers of Life by 2 wiſe application of 
thoſe Remedies which God hath allow'd a- 
gainſt Diſeaſes , which are the beginnings of 
Death. | 

Archicacu, * Ay 
chief. 

Arete, *Ag«mi, Vertne, deſervedly beloy'd 
of Nichomachus, and all worthy ſpirits. 

Argentora,from Argento and Oro, Silver and 
Gold. The Title of the Firſt Book which con- 
tains a Deſcription of Coveran/ne(s and Ambs. 
tion, where Force and Frand bear ſway, 1, 
Aon, *Agyts , 2 careleſs perſon and ſlog- 


iſh, 
w Arimanius, The Eaſtern World did be: 
lieve that Good and Evi/ proceeds from two 
oppoſite Principles: the Author of Good 
they call'd Oromaſdes ;, of Evil , Arimanins. 


y ingror , the Beginner of Miſ- 


.| They efteem*d theſe *Aynmyvre Digs , Gods 


atliWy contrary to each other, and offer'd Sacri- 
fices to both with a diſtin& reſpe& ro ore 
*Evx]aie & xefivige , that be might beſtow 
Bleffings upon them , to the other wrgimua 
L exzypors, that he might do them no burr. 
SeePIntarch. in 1ſid. & Ofir. & Diog, Laert. 
in proemio. ; 

Ariſtexs , a Philoſopher who endeavour'd 
to be Illuſtrious by Enthuſtafm, See Max. 
T yri«s Diflert. 22. 

Ariftander,” Apixos drills , a very Good mas. 

Arpinum, the place ot Tulie's Nativity. 

Aſenmus, ” Aovuves, nxhand/ome , not agree- 
ing with _—_ 

Aſmoedens, 'QOR from "OW, 4 Deſtroyer, 
Tobit, 3 .8, 17, One of thoſe Names which 
do fitly repreſent the Devil's malicious tera - 
per, of the fame ſignification with Aba44:s 
and Appollyon, The Septuapinr tranſlate it au 


The Gudteſs doth well begin her N.ame with Folly. 
for men call brutiſh Appetiter, Venus, 
Aphroaiſima, a Venerenss Perſon, 
Apron, * Azper, 4 Fol, 


worioy wovngdy , 4 wicked ſpirir , the Taimudills 
c3ll him 1107 mN2IMD » the Prince of Dg- 
ſtroyers, 
Aſotus,"AmJog, a Prodiga!, a walter, 

G g2 Aſvaſia, 


The Table, 


Aſpaſia, from*Aaxdl: $a, ts ſalute, 

Aſphaltites , from "Aogaares , a pitchy ſwlphu. 
reous Clay. The Lake call'd the Dead Sea, 
ſuppos'd to be the place where Sodom and Go. 
morrah ood. 

Aſpremont , a rongh Hill , full of buſhes and 
uneven way , yet very paſſable to good men, 
and which leads to Happineſs, and therefore 
they call it Roccabella, 

' Aſtorgas , "Agog yes , deſtitute of Natural Af- 

eftion. | 

Aſtriatrus from *Acqoy and "Iaveds , 4 pre- { 
tender to the $kill of Curing Diſeaſes by A- 
ſtrolegy ; One of the vain Companions of Hie- 
YOMImus . 

Aſtromantir , from"Agqgoy and Mayns , One 
that would mike the World believe he can 
propheſy by the Stars. You may hnd ſomething 
ſaid againſt the Folly of Judicial Aſtrology, 
pag. 90, b. But thoſe who delire to ſee the 
Vanity of that pretended Art fully diſco. 
verd, may read Dr, More his Myſtery of God- 
lizeſs, Book 7, Cap. 15, 16, 17. 

Aſynetus,' Aquyles, Inſipiens,One that is ot 
prude:r ;" one of Antitheus his pitiful Judges, 
but good enough for his Deligns. 

Ate, "Arn, Harm, Miſchief, It denotes a 
ſtate of prevailing Violence in the firſt Book, 

Athanaſius 'Anyales, Immortal. 

* Atheiſm. Sec it diſparag'd in the Preface, 
as alſo in Bentivalio's diſcourſes with Paſenan- 
tins in 6. Book beginning pag. 107. b. andin 
other places. I thought it was not fit to et 
ſuch a peſtilent Principle paſs without a guſt 
Diſgrace , it being as Pinder calls it , ixbes 
vole , 4 wicked craft , and ſeems to make A- 
theiſts Wits, when indeed It 1s '*Angirys 715 aua- 
*ius , as Clemens Alexanar. lays , the Height of 
Folly. 
ITE 'Abior giaC@r, 4 lover of Atheiſts, 

Atimia, "Anwa, Diſgrace, which with Sor- 
row doth uſually follow a Volupruous Life, 

Anutantus, from *Avns, 'One that acknow- 
ledgerh none but him/e/f,that would owe no-" 
thing to God bimſelf, 

Authades,* AvSddns, One that pleaſes and ad- 
mires himſelf , as all proud perſons do, who 
are alſo offended if others do not greatly 
obſerve them. 

Antocatacritus , *Aurngrmwil® , Self-con- 

demn'4. 

Anutechthones,* Aly Weves, Hen of themſelves 
ſpringing from the Earth , as the Arcadians de- 
{crib'd their own Original. See Proſelenus, 

Axiarchas,from"AEus and 'Aew, One wor - 
thy to Command. . 


B 
Athypogon , Batvmpuy , One that hath a 


— 


Bellezza (Ital,) Beanty. 

Bentivolio here denotes Good will , from the 
Italian Bentiveglio, It is us*d by them for a 
proper Name , and ſo it is here for the Bro- 
ther of Urania, i. ec. Heavenly Light , from 
bers. Heaven , or VN Light, By Celeſtial 
Wiſdom and Divine Love. the Soul paſſes 
happily through all ſtates in this World to 
Immortal Perfecions and Glories, I. 

Bevanaa, from Bevere, to drink. $2. 
: Bieſcalis, from Bios ugads, a goed Life, which 
is the only way to Heaven, and is therefore 
call'd the great Rode extended according to 
the whole length of Theeprepia. 

Borborites, from BipCopog, And. A Name bs 
which the filthy Gzofticks were of old wil. 
gracd, a Se that wallowed in Heſhly Luſts 
Ranter-s. : 


Brygmodonten, Gnaſhing of Teeth. 
C 


ih Acedemon, Katoduluwy, an evil $ pirit, 

Cacodulns, 6 Keros STres, an evil Servant, 
Cacotypis, Kaxas ms, an Evil Example, One 

of the chief means by which Wickedneſs is 

propagated in the World. 
Callicarpus,Keningems,a place adorn'd with: 

beautiful Fraits, 

Calliphon, Kawiigayes , One that hath an ele- 


gant voice , one ofthe two things which are + 


principally requiſite in a good Orator, Mea - 
Aeqovie and Kenuparia. 
Callirhe# , Kervijpo@ , a River flowing with 
pleaſant ſtreams. 

Calliſtus , Kewuises , an Excellent Son of a 
good Father, 

Cantharus; KeySagos , a Tarnkard, a Drunken 
Fellow, a Boraccio, one good tor nothing bur 
co hold Drink, 

Carezza, Careſſes, 

Cataſarkss, Kemiozgxes, Fleſhly,Corpulent. 
Itlignifies the Few in the third Book, becauſe 
his Religion doth much conliſt in bodily Ob- 
ſervances. EY 

Canlomucetes; Kevnouiryns , ſome of thoſe 
Warriours whom Lucia» ſaw in the Country 
of the Moon , - whom he call'd by that Name 
becauſe, as he ſays, 'A ai(s why uvxyivors ioear- 
T , eas wurivers, i. e, Their ſhields were 
Auſnromes , and their Spears Blades of Aſpara- 
Fus, . 

Centaurus , Kirlavers , a Horſeman driving 
away Cattel , from wyrey pungo, and miges , 
FARYMS, 

Charinaa, from Xaps, Charity. 

Chari#ftion, from the ſame Root, a Charita- 


B 


great B ecard, | 


ble perſon, 
Charity deſcrib'd and prais'd in Exergeſia's 
Speech, Book 4th. 


C beli4ownes 


* 
th. A. 
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Cheliaones, Xtaidhves, S344ws, 4 Ames pro- | iidering the COngruity that in this and other 
periy applied where it 15 u>'d becaute vi ticir | Refpets 1+ between Prolperity and Adver. 


t: 0ublelume Noiſe. 

Chremarophilus , from Xyyaa]a 40d giars , 4 
Lover of Riches, 

Cents, Xeowos, T ime. h 

Ch-yſalides, from X;vors, G2 4. | have given 
this name to a famuus AJd:treiian tn Pluzocopia. 

C hr{#s, Xguas;, Gold. 

Colax, Kinat, a Flitterer, the preat Friend 
of Tuphlecon, 

* Colpia, the pret.nded Mcther of one of 
Hieromimus his She- Enthulialts, They boaſt 
that they receive all their Conceptions from 

1 yn, i.t. The word cf the month 0 
Gel Ach was the Foolery of bi in Ell 
bius,who deſiring to ſpeak of new things,told 
aſtory of Colpia and Bas, that is , Bohu cor- 
rupted. Pannychis might have done well ty 
have told us of e/£9x and Protegonxs ber Bre- 
thren , to have made her Genealogy more 
ſplendid. But notwithſtanding their vain 
Boalts , they arc but *EyauoTojares , fuch as 
ſpeakont of their own Bees, and \cek their Li- 
ving by Canting. See Ergaſtrim:hus. 

11 Company, See the miſchief of it. 54. &c. 

* Conſcience, A natural Principle not to 
be eradicated by any Art of man, A ſevere 
Reprover and ſharp CorreQor of thoſe bold 
Sinners who offer violence to it. Ir hath 
been call-d by great Philoſophers by the 
moſt Venerable names ; 2s ®4d5 rare; ( Hier.) 
©:I; ime{165 and Seioy xiyTgy, (Soph.) O82; dv- 
wales , 5 iv T5 ouverdieq mira owns , (71ſt. 
Martyr.) i.c. A Domeſtich God, a Divine Over- 
ſeer, a ſucred Goad, a God who hath fram'd to him- 
ſelf a natural Temole in the Conſcience. ny” - 
Atheiſts pretend co (light it, yet Cotta , who 
diſputed zealoully againſt ir,confeſ'd that as 
to matters of Vertue and Vice, Sine ulla ds- 
vina ratione grave ipſins Conſcientie pondus eft. 
Tull. de Nat. Deor. Lib. 3. This Teſtimony 
is true, for let Atheiſts do what they can, yet 
they tind 

"Amuy]a Juggigna Thy daury quay, 

"OJav YEE So mn wh ego (hora. 

Sopb. tn Phileſt. 53. b. 

* Contrarart is taken in a Muſical Senſe. As 
in the Compoſition of a Song of ſeveral 
Parts, the Harmony is perteRed by the ſup- 
plies of differerst Notes which = part ad- 
miniſters , borh when chey ſound rogether, 
ard one after another , by the Jaterpolition 
of fit reſt : $0 it h.ch pleas'd the Divine Wil- 
dom to checker the Creation with Blacks 
and Whites, to ſect off Day with Night, ro 
relieve Winter by Summer ; and having 
made his work double, and ſet one thing 
over againſt another , he hath made Charity 
the Antiſtoichon to ant. The Septuagint COn- 


liry, have u-' il the toremention'd Norion,and 
cranſlite COOINPRA NUY AENDOY? NMR D4 
Eccleſ. 7.15. Kaize ovy ThTw cvupdyes T9 Emi as. 
704 hath tun'd one thing to anather. 

Coveronſneſs rhe caule of Poverty and Com- 
olaires, nor any defe& in God's Proviliens. 
The hindercr of all noble ations, 
Cranien, Kearioy, 4 Skull, 

Creation, a itrong proof of a Deity. 115.b. 


D 


Avigew, David George, an Arch Enthu- 
_# liaft in Germany, His Opinions and 
Practice are related by the Recor and Uni- 
verlity of Bajlin a Pamphlet printed 1559, 
 Degrues. This name the Atheiſts in France 
gave to themſclves, thereby intimating that 
chey are not ſuch Fools as can be ezlily de- 
ceiv'd. They made it a Proverbial phraſe a- 
mongſt themſelves, 7e ne ſuis point grae. 
Deiſidemon, Au(1d ayor, A ſuperſtitions Per- 
ſon; or one that is apt to have dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions of Gea , and yer thinks be may be 
appeav'd with a ſmall matter. | 
Dendrite, 8wdHyiru, Den born of Trees, 
which Zxcian fabulouſly relates thus. "Oz-4y 


«13am # NEdv Soom Tos by 15 our ru » in 


Hi bars dvd poy arepid]ar uhneeer , omproey ofoy $aa- 
abg, "Ex# 3 2) xadd'vs, x; gunna, 6 3 xpms 
pdrayor mygpeics 7 whnh&. "Engr ty wry dns 
Tpuyhouy]s duris ixxondrfGe(s Ths ar9;aoTes. Lib. 
I. Verar. Hiftor, | 

Diaporon, Ara mpey, One that doubts concern-- 
ing Providence, Book 5. His ſcruples are re. 
mov'd by Alethion. 47. b. 
Diftomus Romphea ; Aloo Piugaia , ate 
edged ſwerd , an Inſtrument of great uſe in 
E xoſemnon, | 
Dog mapornes , dSiyus mprus, the Opinion of 4 
hers 7 ANTNS che Plaronift when be s/n 
mention of Epicurss his Principles uv'd theſe 
words » "Hr 10s” worn Hype v# Toe ngbyos 
$i merns Sys. A. Gellins lib.g. cap. 5. He 
rezeted to the Brothel- houſe two of Zpica- 
rus his infamous Opinions z One , that our 
chief Good is in ſenſual Pleaſure; The 0- 
ther, that the Providence by which men think 
the World to be Govern'd, is nothing. 
Dwalogynes, Aires Tis yuranis , A Woman 
Slave, Antimater's Servant. Such a Step-mo- 
ther, as Antimater was , mult uſe ſuch Af. 
liſtants, 
Dyſareſt #s. Avongsros , One hard to be pleas'd, 
Dyſcolus, Avaxexcs , properly one of a weak. 
ſtomach; here one that is of am 0/e Temper 
and apt to take offence, 
Hh Dy;/elpw, 
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Dyſe.pts, Anim , One that 15 ready to de- 
ſparr. 


D3/emeria, Aumuidiz , Aﬀition , Adverſe 
Forcune. 

Dyſpithia, Avane«Jus , Obſtinacy , Difficulty 
of being perſlwaded. A Diſeaſe inciderit to 


moſt Ignorant and all conceited people. 
E 


FE Che. That which I bave related concern. 
, ing one made uſe of by MMiſoplanm,1s but 
little in compariſon of what is {aid truly of 
many others, That at Charenton in France de- 
ſcrib'd by the Lord Bacon, will repeat Sounds 
very often ; bur that at Kingrham upon the 
River of Stockholm is much more admirable : 
It will diltin&ly repeat an Air of ten Semi- 
Briefs,and reyerberate the wliole Leſſon from 
one Rock to another at great diſtances (ix 
or ſeven times , one beginning after another 
bath done, taking it from a Trumpet, 

Eaeſſa. Though I give no credit to that 
ſtory of Abgarus his Painter , yet it ſerves 
the uſe to which I have put it. Ic is related as 
a truth by Nicepharas, Lib. 2. cap. 7. 

Education , The want of it is a great cauſe 
of the continuance of Ignorance and Vice 
zn the World, See Adorophilia. 

Ekyephon , *Exvigay, One that awakes from 


— 


the ſleep of (in, and returns from Vice to Ver- 


tue. 

Elenchus,the Title of the Sixth Book : See 
the Explication of the Word there. 

Elpris , *Exmg, Hope , the Daughter of true 
Faith, Hope is the ExpeRation of the Soul in 
time to enjoy the objeR of Faith, 

Elpiſcale , *Exms ngal, good Hope. By a con- 
ſtant perſeverance in well-doing we come di- 
rely into the Valley of good Hope. There 
is no other Rode by which we can arrive in 
Elpiſcale but by Bioſcalus, a good Life. 

* Empſychon , *Eudvxov , living , Or inſpired 
with Life. In the ſecond Book it ſignifies the 
Rational Soul examining DoQtrines by its 
diſcerriing Faculties, and approving for 
True and Good what agrees with them and 
the Holy Rule, Gyapton, or the Revelation 
of the Divine Will in Holy Writ. See Grap- 
f0ns G3. 

* Engaftrimuthus , *Elyſaceuvmrs , One that 
ſpeaks ont of the Belly, call*d alfo *Eſjaspiuarns, 
becauſe of that immodeſt way by which the 
Pjthones pronounced- their Oracles. ' This 
trick was much us'd of old, The woman 
which Sau/ conſulted is call'd 1 Samuel 28. 7. 
IIXTIPA Domina Pythenis, from MAN 
Bottles, becauſe the Devil us'd to ſpeak out of 
h:r ſwollen Belly,as out of a Bottle, in Greek 
*Eyſz5gipr1G. Ariftophazes bragging in his | 


Veſpe that he help'd other Poets to make their 
Comedies, ſays that after the manner of Ex- 
rycles , one that was famous for this *Eyſasg- 


| wev]ac, he did eMoTgias jaghges irdVs xopas 


Mg mn wage, 1.6, entring into their bellies 
poar forth Verſes. Some of the Heathens 3 
aſham'd of this obſcene bulineſs , allow'd the 
Devil a more honourable place, the Breaff, 
and call'd him £7egy6uarns , as if he ſpoke the 
ſame way which-ſome Jugglers uſe, who form 
an articulate ſound, though thoſe who are 
preſent cannot perceive that they open their 
Mouth. Here the name is given to one troy- 
bled with HyFerical Fits, by which ſome have 
put Tricks upon the Ignorant. 87. 

Enthuſiaſm, *EySunegows , Divine Inſpiration, 
by which Holy men of old were enabled to 
ſpeak and do extraordinary things. Here it 
is taken only for the Apilſh imitation of ir, 
by which Device Religious Mountebanks 
have often abus'd the credulous World. See 


Hieromimas. 

Epicurns diſpraivd, and his Philoſophy 
diſparag*d,in the Preface of the ſecond Part, 
and pag, 63, b, See alſo Dogmapornes. 

Eriſtes, *Eershs, a Contentions Perſon, 

Eros, *Eews, Love. : | 

Erotocles , "Ee]& xai@, the Glory of Love; 

Euchariſt, *Euyapisia , Thaxks iving, by 
which name the Greek Church did properly 
expreſs the nature of our Lord's Supper, that 
Sacrament being appointed to make a thank- 
ful and honourable Commemoration of our 
Saviours's Death. 

Endemon, a "wig Genias,One that makes men 
Rich, who is the only Good Angel whom the 
Covetous acknowledge, 

Energeſia, *Evagycia , Beneficence , the twin- 
Siſter of Philothea or the Love of God. 

Eneſto, "Eves , a quiet State. 1have us'd 
this word partly to lignifie that tranquillity 
which is neceſſary for Philoſophical Con- 
templations, partly to expreſs the happy Re. 
poſe of wiſe and good men, ” 

Eugemms, *Evyyis, a Perſon of a Noble De- 
ſcent and an Ingenuous Diſpoſition, ; 

Emnmenes, *Evuis, Benigu. 

Expatbes, 'Evumzdis, One who is eaſily affet- 
ed with things ; of a gentle Diſpoſition. 

Euphranor, from *Evzgaive, One that laughs 
at the Follies of the World. 

Enphron , "Eupgar, A pleaſant good natur'd 
Perſon who both enjoyes himſelt and makes 
others chearful. 

Enupiſtia , from Ty and mas, a Good Faith, 
which is deſcrib'd Book 4. 

Eupiſtus, "Eumpeg,a true Believer, a F aithful 
Perſon. 


—_— 'Evzgi23s, Comely or Decent. In 
the Third Book it ſignifies one who was not 
inamour'd 
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inamour'd with the gaudy outlides of Exo- 
[emnosn , yet abborc'd the baſeneſs of Pſenden- 
thea. 

Enproſopen,from Tu and wejoway, One that ſets 
4 fair face upon things. 

Enſevin, *Evncna, Picty, 

Euthanatizs , a Good Death , the happy cloſe 
of a good life, 

Enthymia , *Evwuyis , Tranquility of Mind, 
the Portion of Vertuous Souls, 

Exetazon, 'EE4]aLoy , One that examines Or 
zries things, It is here pur for /nquiry, and 1s 
therefore call'd Apitox's File, becauſe by In- 
genuous Examination and diligent Search 
we find out Truth. 

* Exorcifts , "EZoqucis , 4 Conjurer. Thoſe 
who delire to ſee more ſuch Pranks, or think 
thoſe very ſtrange which I have related con- 
cerning Exorciſta , may be ſatished if they 
will read a Book call'd Tres Energumens Bel- 

icez where they will ſoon perceive whether 
j or the Exoſemnians have abus'd the Popiſh 
Exorciſms, 
Exoſemnon, T3 {Ew owerty , outwardly Yenera- 
ble; which all grant that Church co be upon 
whom that name is beſtow'd. 82. 


F 
A Trae Faith deſcrib'd. 126,127. 
The ſad conſequences of a falſe Faith. 


94, 95» 
The Agreement of Faith and Reaſon, 129. 


A Fathers's laſt Advice to his Sons, 214. b. 

Forts Eſprits , Courageons Spirits, a Title 
which the French Deiſts beſtow'd upon them- 
ſelves, after they had ſo confirm'd their In- 
fidelity that they were able to disbelieve all 
things. 

Forz.arie,a Violent Perſon, who makes Power 
his Law. The Husband of /nganna,Craft : for 
Power aſſociates it ſelf with Canning , the bet- 
ter to accompliſh its Deſigns. 


G 


- : 


- 


'$ Alenopſychia , TeMivn Juxis, 4A calm of 
Soul , Tranquillity of Spirit, One of 
thoſe three invaluable Jewels which a true 
Lover of God doth poſleſs. 


A Garden deſcrib'd. b. 1, 

Gaftrimargus , Texyiuazys , An Tnſatiable 
Eater. 

Geloſia, Fealouſie, 


Geron, Tizoy, an Old man. 

Glycypicron, Txuaymegey, Bitter- Sweet, 2s all 
terrene pleaſures are, 

* Gnoſticks, trom Trang, Knowledge, An un» 
clean Sect of Hereticks (T9 miy Kd]eyrwcor, 
as Epiphanics calls wem ) who gave them- 


ſelves this Name , pretending that they only 
were dignified with theKnowledge of Truth; 
though theirs, if ever any in the World, was 
wv roms . K nowleage falſly IC call'd, 
15 St, Paul (aid. Their Opinions were moſt 
abſurd, and their Practices abominable. See 
Epiphanixs and Irenens. Platin,one of the beſt 
Platoniſts, and poſlibly a Chriitian, wrote a- 
gainſt chem , Ennead. 2. Lib. g. See Panſophia 
and Achamoth. 

Gnothiſauton, Tra): oxumy , Know thy ſelf. 7 
have call'd the Governour of T apixephroſyne 
by this name, becauſe the knowledge of ones ſelf 
is the Natural Root of Humility, 

* God. Arguments of his Exiſtence. 107.b, 
A Deſcription of the Divine Natare. 

Of the Connate Idea of Ged. ibid. 
In what ſenſe the Notion of God is Connate 
to our Souls, 108, 169. b. 
That God is as knowable as other things, 
and how, 110,111, b, which Der Cartes bath 
well expreſy/d in theſe words, Luamvis enim 
{ummas Dei perfetiones non comprehendamns , 
quia ſcilicet eſt de Natura Infiniti , ut 4 nobis, 
ques ſumns finiti , non comprehendatar \, nihil- 
ominus tamen ipſas clarins & diſtinitias quam 
ullas res corporeas intelligere poſſumins , quia co- 
= noſtr am mags implent, ſaitque ſimpli- 


ciores , nec limitatiombus ullis obſcurantur. Prin- 
cip. Phil. Parteprima, It is an 'unreaſonable 
demand to require that he ſhould ſhew hing- 
ſelf as we pleaſe. So Emrip. in Bacch, ih 
Pen. Ty ©4dr 8 4pav wv ons Capes wiinms © ; 
Dion, 'Ondi®& 1210” in iyo Fmary mdv. I. c. 
Do you ſay that you have ſeen God plainly as he i ? 
No , but 4s he is pleas'd to ſhew bimſelf : we muſt 
not appoint him in what manner he will be ſeen, 
The naked eſſence of all things is hid from 
us , much more-thar of God , which I ſup- 
poſe to be ſuggeſted in the Inſcription which 
was put upon the Temple of fr, *Eqi eu my 
m 9299108 , x) Ir, x; iovuercy , & # buoy miwher $= 
is ms Ionms & mngaveliy. 

Good men alwayes happy. 

Grapton, Trey , Written , the Revelation 
of the Divine will committed to writing. See 
Empſychon. 

Falſe Guardians reprov'd, 

Gynecens, Tuyaxnes , Womaniſh : It denotes 
a man imprudently Uxorious. : 
Ginepicria, from Tur\ and mxyia, 4 Homanifh 
bitterneſs, or feeble peeviſhneſs, ROY 


H 


Ades , *Adns , The Inviſible flate of the 
other World, which ſenſual perſons do 
not love to hear of. 
Hamartolss, *Auapmunis, 4 Sinner. 
Hh 2 


Happineſs 
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Happineſs deſcrib*d 48. b. and afterwards 
in Ariſftander's Speech. 

Harpagnt, from *Agmi7e, Rapacions, the ſer- 
vant of Plutopenes, Covetonuſneſs is uſually at- 
tended with Rapive. 

Heanto, One that doth mw 4avry Pogvoiy , Self- 
Intereſt , which diſturbs the common Happi- 
neſs of the World. 

Heaoxia , from Avi, Pleaſure : the name 
of the Voluptuous Queen of Piacenza. 

Hemicalus, "Auizgn®- , half goed, One who 
is perſwaded in a ſmall meaſure to be Ver- 
tgous. 

Hermag athus, *Eguis dzav3s , 4 good Mercnry 
or happy Meſſenger. 

: Heſychia, "Hevxie » Tranquility. 

Hierog raphon trom "Iegay and yeazw, the Holy 
Scripture, 

Hierominnus , "Ieghuuwos, One who makes 
an afeitate Imitation of boly things. His Prin- 
ciples, his Deſign,his Confutation, yon have 
Book the 6. 

Hilarion, from "Iaagds, Chearful. 

Hypecrites falſe Pleas for their ſins de- 

ſtroy'd. 116, 

* The Hypocritical excuſe which is taken 
from the ſweetneſs of lin, P-for Fide bath ex- 
preſs'd co the Life, AF. 3. [c. 4. 


Sel peccar* & fidolee, _ 

E'l mon peccar fi neceſſario, 0 troppo 
Imperfetta Natura , 

Che repugui 4 la legge, 

O troppo dura legge, 

Che JA Natura Feds. 

Which Twly (Offic. bb. 3.) hath nobly an- 
\wer'd, Nunquam eft mtile peccare , quia ſemper 
eff turpe ; & quia ſemper eff honeſtum virum bo- 
"nm eſſe, ſemper eft mile, pag.191. 

Hipponyx , *I=w« iwE , A Haven ſo call*d 
becauſe it reſembles the faſhion of «4 Horſes 
' | 
Hiſtrionia , Stage-play , A name not unhitly 
given to this World, where, as one ſaid long 
lince, Luiſquis fere Hiſtriovem agit. 

Holochryſur, 1n@ yevers, Al Gold. 

Humility deſcrib'd. 

Hybris, *TC15, Contwmely. 

"Hydranla, "TSegury , a Muſical Inſtrument 
which ſounds by Water. 

* Hyla,*Tan, Matter. 1n the Fourth Book 
it imports the hinderances which ariſe to a 
good man from his Body. That Maryems van 
which the learn'd Biſhopin his Hymns doth 
ſo often pray again(: under the ſeveral names 
of Nig® vaarr,unas uyeCoeyy Vaayus, mide: 
yes Vang, KC. The Tempring Baud, the Corporeal 
Cloud , the which barks and bites the Soul, 


Bodily Tempeft; , which is ſo conſiderable a 


— 


hinderance , that (as Proclns hath obſeryed, 
lib. 1.in Timewm) all our diſorders do ſpring 
either agg my «dvrapizy ff abyuy, 3 mpg ri 
watoretier + Yaus , 1. &. either from the weakneſs 
of our Rational Notions , or from the frrergth of 
our fleſuly Appetites, Burlince the Notions of 
our minds are near a kin to God , he adds 
gallantly , *Arermyoric®: fwun ff Ocoy cyars, 
7ds abyus, x) Teezuvlonm my adirucy dvroy, i. C, 
T he Invincible power of God doth refreſh eur No - 
tions, and comfort their weakneſs, 

Hylotes , trom the ſame *Tay , in the Third 
Book lignifies the dull ſympathy which the 
grolly - ignorant bave only with bodily 
r 1NgS, : 

Hyperenor, "Yangivay Proud, Inſolemt. Riches 
uſually make men inhumanely herce. 

Hyper nephelns, "Tm; egu46r,above the Clouds, 
no unke name for thoſe who take ſuch wild 
Aighrs of fancy in their Diſcourſes , that no 
ſober Judgement can follow them. One that 
ſpeaks or writes myſteriouſly nonſence. 

: Hyperoncns, 'Tmgyyn® , very proud. 

Hyperarania,"Tmeregria, Superceleſtial chings, 
which the Gneſticks bragg'd that they were 
able to ſee. 

Hypnetica,"1@, Sleepy, Sleep and Idleneſs 
are the ſupporters of Ignorance, 
Hypſagoras, "TL aylges, 4 lefty ſpeaker , One 
thac ralks bigh, 
Hypſicardion, from *74@, Heighs,and Kep« 
Ha the Heart. It denotes Arrogance and over- 
weening thoughts, by which a man is lifted 
up above a juſt eſtimation of himſelf, See 
Megalophros. 

ſyRerica,from "T5iya, the Womb, A woman 
troubled with Suffocations, commonly call'd 
the Fits of the Mather. 


I 


| Ackleid , John Becold, the Impious Tailour 
of Leiden , who caus'd ſo much trouble in 
Germany , with his Enthuſiaſm and Villa- 
nies. 

7Zaldabarth., One of the cantinrg terns us'd 
by the proud Gnoſticks, Vide Epiphan, 

famnail, Fames Nailer , That infamous En- 
thuliaſt, who equall'd himſelf co our Saviour, 
and had in his pocket when he was taken tbe 
Deſcription of Chriſt which Zexrnlus ſent to 
the Senate of Reme, which begins thus, Apps. 
ruit temporibus noftris , & adbut eft , hamo mag ue 
virtutis , nominarns 7eſus Chriſtus , &c. Or- 
chodoxogr. Theolog. Tom. 1. pag. 2. 
- - Ba » Emory viper , the Image of the 

ac, 


® [conium, from *Eix3r, av Image, Itis us'd 


in the Third Bookto expreſs that ſort of Re- 
ligion 
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ligion which 1s only made up of out-lides ; 
not reproving thoſe who would have Gud 
lery'd. with bodily Worſhip, (tor lo he 
ought to be , as we have declared book 4. ) 
but ſuch as do negleR the Spirit of Religion, 
which is, to love God with al] our heart, and 
co direR all our At,ons to hi:Glory maki:g 
his boly Will the Indiſpenfable Rule of our 
Lives. He dwelleth not fo much in any Tem: 
ple as in the Soul of a Good man , who, as 
Hierocles ſays moſt excellently, "I:gvor iavny 
Tg ye, x cxanus Ifoy mix)ayy Thy bavry huxv, 
& yady or \wodhoyhy To Jo's ea]ds F tavry mw; o 

exealy viv. i. &. offers himſelf for a Sacrifice, 
makes his own Sonl the Image of God, and prepares 
his Mind to make it a fit Temple for the Recep- 
tion of Divine Light. 131. 

Idiopathy,from "1y and $&+. It denotes 
mens Particular Afﬀettions , peculiar Tempers 
and Perſwalions , with which they are ſo in- 
amour'd, that many times with much Paſlion 
and little Reaſon they condem others who 
are not proneto ſympathize with chem, 

Fealouſie and its ſad effeRs. : 

Immortality of Humane Souls aſſerted. 301.b. 

Wicked men believe not the Do&rine of 
Immortality , becauſe they hope nor for any 
Happineſs in the Eternal World, 

Isfdelity the Root of all vice, eſpecially 
the Unbelicf of Immortality. Exrip. in Andy, 
Androm, Te Sta St i v8, i x4 yi Nxlw 
Men. *Oray T4" 5 , Tims Giovguys i. ©. Do you 
think, God is no God , and that there is no Tudg- 
went ? Men. When that comes I will bear 
if, 

Tnganna, Crafs. Bl ; 

Irene, *Eipirn , Peace. A Virgin which to- 
wards the turther end of the Holy Rode 
preſents Travellers with Garlands of Ama- 
rauth. Peace and Tranquillity are the Fruits 
of Perſeverance in a good courſe of Life. 

* Tſofthezes, One that thinks himſelf able to 
egual the probability of Fa/ſbood with Truth, 
and to introduce a Sceprical 'Indirze, which 
as Sextus Empiricus defines it , 15 # x7 mire »j 
emciay 'Lovms, a1: eqnality of Faith and Unbelief 
This L«cias meant by his Ballance, T? XN ov 
74 lus mui fenilan Zdiryogums 6y £umig ab- 
95 » 2) wes 7: lov and2vre. i. co. To what uſe 
do you .put theſe ſcales ? I connterpoiſe Reaſons, 
and equal the weight of Trmth and Falſheod : 
which is ro endeavour to plague the World 
with an infinite Disſatisfation, 


K 


Alebulus , from Kang and bead, 4 Good 
Connſellonr. . 


K alodoxus., Kaniftt& , One whoſe mind is 
inrich'd wich zoble Opinions and rais'd Appre- 
henlions, 

Kenepiſtis, Kwrh mays , vain Faith. It is de- 
(crib'd in Book 3. 

; Kepanattus , Kims *AvexI@ , the K ng's Gar- 
EN, 
A Gond King deſcrib'd. 27. b. 

Kitkilarivinm , an infignificact word us'd 
by Eraſm in one of his Epiſtles,and is of as 
much ſenſe in Speech as Tranſubſtantiation is 
in Religion, 

K lerotheron * 0 Tos KAinges Ieay , One that 
baxts for the Inheritance of others. 

The Knowledge of our ſelves , the Cure of 
Pride, and how. 120. 

Krimatophoebus , Kgiua]@& giC@ , the Fear of 
7«dgment , an inſeparable Companion of Sin. 
So that egregious Cheat of himſelf , Di; Dee- 
que "mn male eſt extra legem viventibus | quic= 
quia meruerunt , ſemper timent. Apud Pe- 
cron, 


L 


Abargyrus , from AaCey and"Apygs, Ore 

whe geedlh receives mony , and will do 

ry, without it. The name of a corrupt 
udge. 

Lv, A good Lady piRur'd. Rq b, 

ampromela , Aaunedy x, whey, 7 bright, 
partly ik Death reprefeaced a) Rives ſo 
call'd Book 5. for it is dark, as it obſcures the 
bodily Life , and bright as it draws the Cur- 
tains of Eternal Light which ſhines upon 
Good Souls in the other World, 9. b. 

Law of Natnre. See Nature, 

Lerocritas, from AJeys and zevo i } ndge of 
Trifies , Zuxoms Tyywdpler, One who is zealouſly 
buſie about little things. 

, Leftocharis , Angwy gens \ the Charity of Rob- 
ers. 

Leſtrygon. The Leſtrygones were n barba- 
rous ſort of people, which Thacydides (lib.6.) 
ſays be knew not whente they came nor whi- 
ther they wene, They infeſted Sicily and 
Campania in Ttaly, Homer in Odyſſ. 10. tells us 
how they us'd Ulyſſes and his Companions, 

Lencas, Awwmireg, 4 white Rock, or Pro. 
montory of ZXpiras,not far from Aizm,from 
which vain Lovers us'd to throw thernſelves, 
that they might be freed from the madneſs 
of impotent Paſſion. They ſeldom fail*'d of 
their Cure, for they commonly broke their 
necks, 
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Et de nimboſo ſalrum Lencate minatur | 
Maſcula Lesbiacis Sappho peritura ſagittis. 


Auſex, And Menander in Stobens lib. 10. 


-Toy Verbena 
Oneam Þvaay cirporn wp 
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Legomachia , —— about words , by 
which Philoſophy is made only Aiquy 4i7@, 
a vain »0i/e of words,and Divinity Mameneyla, 
vain talk, as St. Pax ſaith. 

Loxias, At les , a Name beſtow'd upon A- 
pollo, becauſe bis Anſwers were td dupiCoae, 
_ &oxgh, oblique, double, ambignoms. 

The Love of God defin'd and prais'd in Phi. 
lothea's Speech, 161, 

' A Loverof God deſcrib'd, 144+ 

Luxia, the Country of the Moon, concern» 
ing which Lacie» makes a pleaſant ſtory in 
his Book de ratione ſcrib, Ver. Hiſt. 

Lufingha, Flatt ery. 

Lymanter, Avuarnp , 4 Deitroyer. 

Lyſander, wegg T3 awext od «1dpa5 , One that 
delivers men from ſlavery. 


M 


 Angibella, a good Eater. 


imanes, 4 mad Prophet. 
Aarriage defended. 59 
* M e of Alethios ahd Agape, &c. 


which I have written in the cloſe of the ſixth 
Book , is not to be underſtood in a common 
ſenfe ; neither would 1 have any Amoreſo 

ink that if I had proceeded further in that 
nar , I would have written a ſtory of 
vulgar Love. No, no, IT meant what I have 
ſaid , not of the n—_—_ Repo the com- 
#01 Vena , as Plotin calls her ; bur of the vea- 
tie , the Heavenly © and intended by the Mar. 
riage of Theoſebixs and UVyrania to (ignifie the 
Union of Wiſdom and Piety ,, by that of Ale- 
thion: and Agape, the ConjunRion of Truth 
and Love; by that of Nicomachu and Arete, 
the happy Poſſeſſion of Yertve which. is the 
Reward of conſtant Endeavonrby that of Benti- 
volio and Theonve , the charitable 'ſympathy of 
divine Goodneſs with the Afited 5 by that of 
Panaretus and Irene, the Holy Peace which our 
Saviour , the great *E:ygromits , will make 
when he hath conquer'd all Enmity to his 
Excellent Rules , and deſtroyed whatſoever 
doth oppoſe that happy Tranquillity which 
his Goſpel will beſtow upon the World when 
it is obeyed. Sce Plotin Enn, 6, lib. 9. 

Mat eogencs , from Mm and «2aryIs z an 


[4 noble perſon , who ſets bis mind only upon 


ſealth, 

Het zoponus, MarurO my@y Labour in vain, 

HMedenarete, My «ger; , One who eſteems 
Vertne to be nothing. 

Megabronchus , One that hath a great throat, 
from was and &gy@. 

Meg alophron, Maza>iggwy, properly One who 
who _ a PR _ _= here it fignifies 
One who igh thoughts concerning himlel 
and doth much reliſh bys own were: oo. 

Meleta, Minim, Care. 

Metameluſa , from wer and wiawu , One who 
takgs thenght afterward, It ſignifies in the Se- 
cond Book late Repentance. 

Metanea, Mime, Change of mind, ſecond 
Thoughts. 

Adiaſmaſarkus , Minous oxpxic , Defilement 
of the fleſh with bodily ſin, which the Raxters, 
modern Grefticks , have patroniz'd as a more 
rais'd ſtrain of Religion , [as their Predece(- 
ſours did of old, 

Aicrecheires , from wawpds and Xe", Small- 
handed, The old name of Po{yg/orrm , which 
had muck Religious Talk, but few good 
Deeds. 

Miſagatbus, an Hatey of good men. 
Miſokalon, Miri xgaly, Gae who hates Good- 


neſs. 

' Miſeplanus , One that hates Cheaters, takes 
pains ro diſcover their Frauds and to unſe- 
duce the deceiv'd. 

Miſopſendes, a hater of Falſhood, 

Ateira, Metpe, Fate, Deſtiny , to which Hy- 
pocrites are apt falſely ro attribute their 
wickedneſs which ariſeth from the choice of 
their own Wills, and is confirm'd by many 
Voluntary Actions. 

Monogrammus, Moriygeun®, a Piltare rude- 
ly delineated. Honogrammi dicuntur homines 
pertennes & decolores > Nonins, $0 Lacilimuix 
vive homini & monogrammo. $0 Gaſſendus, who 
took ſo much pains todo honour to Epicarms, 
Honogrammi dicuntur Dij inſtar hominum macie 
exteunatiſſimorum : metaphora dutta 4 Piltnra , 
qui prinſquam coloribus quaſs corporentur , lines 
quibuſdam adumbyantur , conficientibus cam pi- 
anre ſpeciem quam py Latini dixernnt ſuble- 
ftam, &c. Tally calls theſe Gods, Deos adum- 
bratos. Lib. 1. de Natwya-Deor, 1 6nd not fault 
with Epicwrns ſo much for that be ſaid they 
had not Corpora, ſed quaſs corpora , which T ul 

ives us leave to call Nonſenſe ; but becauſe 
e made God with his Deſcription , not De- 
um, ſed quaſi Dewm , which is rude Blaſpbemy. 

HMoralazon, a proud fool. 

Aorogelon , One that langhs at the Follies of 
the World, 

Aoroneſms, Mogey, Nos, the Iſlard of Fools. 


Morophila, Qne that loves foeli/bly , as many 
Parents 
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Parents do their Children, whillt chey rake 
much care of their Bodily Accompliſhments, 
bur negleR to perfect their Souls with Ver: 
rue, 

Aoroſophus, an half<witted mas , One who 
hath a liccle wit , bur makes fooliſh uſe of it. 

Morphedlus , from AMurphews , the Miniſter 
of Sleep, an Attendant upon Luxury , whotn 
I bave deſcrib'd in a parti-colour'd Mantle 
according to, that form of Habit in which 
Philoſtrarns (in Ampticr,) ſaith be was plain- 
red of old 5 *Ey aveutyy IH, yiypara, Kel 
623 m Yxe4 adondy 6H (160.4urm , 11 acareleſs garb, 
having a white garment upon 4 black one , to ig 
nifie, as he thought, the Viciſlicudes of Nighr 
and Day which iollow one another at no 
great diſtance ; for except thoſe who dwell 
near the Potes, chat of Homey is applicable to, 
all the Word. 


'Eftyvs 3B wilds & wan dn wid, 


N 
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pertinent where I have applicd ir. [lays pb 
Fuxey Daxwy, met i] aury Twager , & igav 745 have 
Sracgans Phileſtratu ſays, be lean'd over 4 Spring, 
raking Pleaſure in the contemplation of his omn 
HBeaxty. What better thing do they who ſpend 
their time between the Comband the Glaſs ? 
as Sentca ſays. 

Narks , Nepxy , the Crewp-fi/h, which be. 
nurits the hands of thoſe who touch it. Here 
itfignifies del! Sloth which throws the Powers 
of the Soul into a heavy kind of ſleep, and 
makes it unaRtive. 

+ Natire, The Laws of Reaſonable Na- 
ture Eternal and Indiſpenſable, not Cuſtoms 
of Men ar Conſtitutions of Princes alter- 
able at pleaſure, but written in our ſouls by 
God,and how. 

. HereT think it not inconvenient to inſert 
two or three noble Teſtimonies of this 
Truth, Amongft che Heathens that of So- 
phoclet is incomparable , who in Oedip. Tr. 
writcs thus. , 
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God grant that I may be ſo hzppy 4s alwayes to ob 


Axrciſſm, One in love with his own ſha-, 
dow. It is acommon ſtory , but roo: 


| ſerve cbat venerable Sanility in my Words and 
| Deeds , which is commanded by thoſe noble Laws, 
which were made in Heaven. Gad is their Father, 
vas AAortal Natnre neitner ſhall they ever be 
forgotten or abrogated : for there is in them 4 preat 
God who never waxith old, The like ſenſe he 
hath in his Antigone, To this I add that of 
Platarch , who {peaking of this Law , faith, 
IT is ox ts fiCxlous Ew ypaunir@®, ws Gs 
Eos, avs Tulvy@® ov ievns aiy&® de w- 
velkar , v%, wni\wors Thy 4uyhy tor Wngor xnd+- 
waving. 1.C, A Lam not written in T ables or 
Books , but dwelling in the Mind alwayes as a 1t- 
ving Rule , which zever permits the Saul to he 4e- 
Ttitnte of an interiour Guide. Qt the 7ews that 
of Phiia ſhall ſerve for all , Niwes.5 «4 4dv; © 
ip; aiyy@, i Van oh Seives. hy 78 Srizes bruce phage 
ms,4y zepnd) og fi FAeus «vx, & xv os _— 
us <IyaTx guns , aevugr@& iy adurary Neviig 
; Ty mme-eig, i.e. Right Reaſon is an {nfallible 
' Law, not a mortal Rule given by this or that mor- 
tal  noliveleſs Precept written in Paper or upon 
Pillars , bus Immortal , being engraven by the E- 
ternal N ature in Immortal heats. Of the Chri- 
| ftians St. Paxl calls it Niyas yprihs bn Tails 
x47 Nous Rom, 2.15. Puſtin Martyr (ays, The 
Rwles of it are *Auonia Dagad. Origen, Neyasd 
Ts K016s bavizes » inarapuir@& , 73 Juxy + 

ertallian , Teftimoniam Anime natwralger 
Chriſtiaze; Chryſoftune , *Eyuiuu@ v5 gieu 
Ty huips DIzoxaa@s i.e. A Low written in 
Ur hearts , an Eternal Righteouſneſs, which mith 
the common Notions of Good and Evil « planted 
iy our Souls , 4 natural king of Chriſtianity a 
Teacher dwelling in our Natures, Nature may 
be ſo perverted with Vice. that men will got 
acknowledpe the Innate Notions of Truth. 
So 7uft. Moty told Trypbo , va3 pavans art» 
Tg0gNs » 2) ihr favacr, &; riguy Tornger da- 
plapivmis ms gunegs invicas e&mwneony , being 
corrupted by bad Education , evil Cuſtoms , and 
wicked Inſtitution , they deſtroy their Natural 
Notions, and , as Porphyry's phraſe is, do xaJe+ 
Lulu Tx prone , ſpeak failſly of our Na- 
ture ;, and therefore jultly rejeted by Ari- 
Hotle as Incomperent Judges of Nature (Pol. 
1 5.) in theſe words. A& 5 outniy iy mcis 
x7 puory Tur ardey 3 qlatsy x, wa bn THis ep 
Inquarors, I. & He are io enguire concerning 
what i N atural X of theſe who are in their Natu- 
ral teroper : and not of theſe who have corrupted 
their N ature. 

Nanpattus, 2 place tO build Ships iti, ! Lepans 
to was ſo call'd formerly. ; 

Neceſſity. The Do&rine of Neceſſity de- 
ſtroys all Vertue. 

Necrog ea , Naagor jaie 
parted Souls dwell. 
| Nemeſia and Nemeſis, 
tion and Revenge, 

It 2 


, the Region where dc- 


, . => 
from Niyans, Indligna- 
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Neuroſpafts , Ndbgever , _—- , Or things 


which though they ſeem to at of themſelves, 
are onely word by unſeen wires or ſtrings. 

Nicomachus, One that conquers re In 
the Fourth Book he repreſents a Good man 
vanquiſhing all ſorts of ſpiritual and fleſhly 
Tentation, 


O 


Dax, from *ON , « Teoth. In the Third 
O Book it lignifies the ſharp Remorſes of 
an evil Conſcience, 

Ogdoads , e/Eonian Ogdoads , a wild Phanſie 
of the Gnoſticks. Vide Scrofam Eoniam apud 
Tertullianum; & Bythi menſaras & partunm 
obſtetricationes, apud Ireneum. 

Oettirmon, oa; www , 4 Merciful Perſon. 

® Ommelien , from wuz and Jai, 4 Sux- 
like Eye, a clear Underſtanding. Holy Souls 
have the moſt plain Viſions of God. So Ple- 


tin Ennead. 2. lib. 9. #s 33 Is mn dawvy, Bain 


weis Othy mie m Hater bevy wh 2) mos Bake 
by NMaky. Agri wiv oy cis AG mgire, v 
| iyſeropirn went peornines, Our Prov: 
my. i. &. To what pwypoſe ſhould we talk of looking 
towards God ? That is worth nothing , except we 
ſhew alſo how we may come to ſee him, Vertue 
joyn'd with Prudence , when it ts brought to Per- 
fellion, will fiew Godto ux. 

Ononirns , "Ove irep@ , the Dream of an 
Aſs. The Captain of the Levellers, who lay 
the Foundation of their Deligns upon vain 
Dreams and fooliſh Imaginations. 

Ontagathus, dymus dans, One truly good. 

Opinm , the juyce of Poppies, I have put 
it by a Figure for Poppies themſelves ; bur if 
any think it coo great a Catachrelis,they may 
put out Opiwm , and write Poppies in the place 
of it. 

Orexir, Appetite. The greateſt Power which 
Tentations have _ us, is from that In- 
tereſt which they bave in our ſenſitive Appe- 
rites, 

Orgilus, an Angry man, One of Bentivolie's 

Acculſers. Anger when it is a little humour'd, 
deſtroys Good will, 
' Orphana, 'Oxgeyis, an Orphan, The ſtory 1s 
but too applicable to many who by the Inh- 
delity of their Guardians are us'd after the 
manner which 1s related, 

Oromaſdes. See Arimaninus. | 

Orthocrinon , iz $95 wivey, One that makes 4 
true Eſtimate of things. 

Orthodus, ig$h dye, the right way. 

Oftraci(m, 'Orggm ous, a form of Proſcrip- 
tion us'd by the Athenians, in which the Name 
of the baniſhed Perſon was writ in a Shel. 

Epilt Ded. | 


P 


P Ammachia, Taupe gov » altogether Conten- 
trows, full of Strite and War. 
Pammeg as, Very great, Simon Magus , who 
did ambitiouſly delire to be look'd upon as 
Is wizas , and prevail'd fo faras to be call'd 
" Jovvews Ty O47 » wagann (At.S,g, 10.) and 
eo have his Statue ereted in Rowe with this 
Inſcription , Simoni Deo Santto, To Simon the 
Holy God, Fauſt. Martyr. Apol. 2, 
Pammelena, All dark, By this name the 
ſtate of Jgnorance is repreſented Book 3, 
Panaretus , All-Vertuons. The Brother of 
Bentivolio and Urania, Where Heavenly 
Light and Holy Love inhabit, they are ac- 
companied with every other Vertye, 
Pancrates , One who hath got an abſolnt 
Dominion over his Paſſions. 
Pandacryon, from Nay and Axzayvey, One who 
can weep when he will, 
Pangelos, One wholly given to laughter and 
vain mirth. 
t Panuychis, They, Pervigilinm, a Watch- 
ing all night. The name of an immodeſt wench, 
in Peron. taken from the nefandi pannychiſmi, 
the Infamous Night-Feaſts, which were ce. 
lebrated in honour of Priapas and Venus. E- 
tiam dormire vobis in animo #. cam ſciatis Pria- 
pi Genio pervigilium debere ? Pet. 
Panſephia, All-Wiſdow, $0 the Impudent 
Weigelins inſcrib'd ſome of his Books, and N«- 
vemriuwy , One who kyows all things, Of his 
Books he hath recorded theſe arrogant ſay- 
ings. In his libris continentar non ſoliem omnia ad 
Celeftem & terreſtrem eruditionem neceſſaria, 
ed quicquid onnino & mundi exordio uſque ad ejus 
finem vixit , quicquid ſcriptum aut diftum , vel 
etiam ſcribi aut dici poſſit, gned omnes ſtudere de+ 
bent ', &c, Confefl. cap, 9. The Rofocrucian 
Brethren ſay ſome ſush things of their Foun- 


er. 

Panſtreblus , altogether Perverſe. 1 have be- 
ſtow'd this Name upon the filthy Ranters,the 
Gnofticks of theſe dayes, who have turn'd Re- 
ligion into Atheiſm, and the Grace of God 
inco wantonneſs. 

Pantheon, Tlexwev. A Temple at Rome dedi- 
cated to all the Godr. It is put in the Third 
Book for Heatheniſh Tdolatry. 

Panthnetns, Tiezy fyyniy , One that eſteems al 
things mortal, and fancies that the Soul dies as 
well as the body, 
Panurgss, Nleyizy® , One that hath «crafty 
wit apt for any Detign. 

Parelion , Tlagini@& , the Sun reflefied, a 
round Cloud gliſtering wich the Image of 
the Sun. 


Parreſia 
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Parreſia, Tiappnoie , Freedom of Speech , Con- 
dence. 

Paruſa, Th whichis preſent. 

Paſenantins Contrary to all, A perverſe man, 
who ceſpiſcth ail others in compariſon with 
bimſe!t. 

Paſrohilas, a Friend to all men. 

Paths, id) +, Paſſion, affteRion, ſoftneſs. 

Piralſmns, Tiiegeuds, T entations 

Piraſtes, a T empter. 

Peria. Teyia, Poverty. 

Perilypia, Nlteaumz, Grief. : 

Petaliſm , Ti:maoues , 3 Mode of Baniſh: 
ment us'd in Syracuſe , in which the Name of 
the proſcrib'd perſon was written iN a Leaf, 
Epilt. Ded, 

Philadelphia, Bretherly Love, 

Philalethes, Þ1XaanIns , 4 Lover of Trath. 

Philandra, a Lover of her Husband. 

Philanthropus , a Kind man. 

Philedones, a Lover of Pleaſure. 

Philopantas, a Lover of all men. 

Philopſendes , $1ne{ dds, 4 Lover of Falſ- 
hood, a Liar. 

A generous Philoſopher deſcrib'd in the 
Perſon of Orthocrinon. 

Philothea, #x342+@+ , 4 Lover of God and Di- 
vine things. 

Philoxenus, $1nitw@& , Hoſpitable, a Lover of 
Strangers. 

Phlegon, $xiyuv. an Incendiary. 

Phrittus, Dreadful, Terrible. 

Phroneſia, from #ghyag, Prudence, 

Phronimns, Prudent. 

* Phylace, buxaxi, 4 Priſon. 

In that place I have deſcrib'd the (ad ſtate 
of Sinners in the other World. I hope none 
will be ſo dull as not to underſtand chat I 
have taken many of thoſe expreſſions which 
T uſe there in a Metaphorical ſenſe, herein 
following the Example of Holy Writ, where 
Fire, Worms , Darkneſs , and ſuch like words, 
are put.to lignifie Spiritual pains. 

Piacenza, Pleaſure, the Title of the Second 
Book, whereina Voluptuous Life is deſcrib'd 
and reprov'd, 

Picrudor , Thixedy Udwe , bitter Water, an Em- 
blem of bitter Zele. 

Pigerrimo, a Sluggiſh perſon. 

Pinodipſon, Hungry and thirſty, Poverty. 

Pirates, Tleggms, 4 Pirate. | 

Piſtalethes , Tis, &>yMig, true Faith , which 
is deſcrib'd. 126, 127. 

Pithologns, Convincing Reaſon. 

Pithopſendes , One who perſwaaes others to 
believe what is falſe. 

Planaſter, a wanaring Star. 

Pleonettes, Tnwovix]ns,a Covetons Perſon, One 
that deſires to have too much, 

Pleonetton, the ſame. 


Plateraſtes, Thais *Eggsls, 4 Lover of Riches + 

Plutopenes , from Nazr@ and my; , 4 poor 
rich man, who never hath enough , enjoys or 
makes any good uſe of what he hath, | 

Platocopia , from Tlazr@ and wmgy, a City 
whoſe Inhabitants take pains for nothing bur 
wealth, . 

Pneumatodes , Spiritual. In the Third Book 
it denotes Spiricual Wickedneſs, Pride, Con- 
tention and Wrath, which putf up mens minds 
and ſwell their thoughts, 

Polyg lotus , Text nan@, much Tongue. Re- 
ligion 15 diſtreſs'd when thoſe who pretend 
to it do only honour it in word. 

Poliftherium, Tins $netwy, the City of Beafts : 
a name fit enough for the Mygpbmaug of The- 
rIAgene. 

Polymachns , Tloww ua ® , mnch given to Con. 
Fention, 

Poliſemna, Very grave. 

I evn@ , One who wor/hips many 
Goar. þ x 

Ponns, Labour, 

Prince, 4 good Prince deſcrib'd. 30.b; 

Proſelenus , Tiggavm& , : Antelanaris, One 
born before the Moon. The Arcadians did lon 
ago endeayour to make the World believe 
chat the Moon was their Junior , and were 
therefore call'd zzoinyrer. The Scholiaſt of 
Apollonius ad illud 4. Argon. 4 

Aexgdvs 6: x =picds EtAnvains vdiorms 

Zaty. bi , | p 
Petromns gave this name by way of Jeer 
an old Woman who was a {ns to _—_ 

The Providence of God in the Government 
of the World aſſerted and vindicated, 46.b; 

Pſaphon , a famous Cheater in Libya, who 
aſpir'd to be worthip'd with Divine Honour, 
See Max. Tyr. Difſſert. 19, In ſchol. Dion 
Chriſoft. he is call'd *A4epas. 

Pſendelpis, falſe Hope. 

Pſendenthea, from 4s and F320, falſe In- 
ſpiration, with which the World hath been of- 
cen troubled, 

Pſendognoſis , dSwwou@®f yrans , Knowl, 
falſly mk 1 A wy 

Pſendolus , 4A ; 25 Salmaſins would 
have us read it, One made up of Lies, 

Pſeudorcus 44; x@, 2 Perjur'd Perſon, 

Pſychopannyx, trom 4vyg , as and w#+, One 
who afhrms the Se»! when it is ſeparated 
from this Body to be as void of Perception as 
the Eye is of light in a dark Nighe. | 


Q 


Uintilla. One of this Name was a Com- 
panion of Meoatanzs, who proteſs*'d him- 
ſelf robe the Holy Ghoſt. She was not un. 
like the other two Priſca and AMaximilla, who 
K k lefr 
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left their Husbands to. follow that unclean 
Impoſtor. From ,2intilla the Montaniſts were 
call'd Quintiliiavs : The deſerves no better a 

aſon of her Name. than ſome have given 
of Lwirtilla (apud Petr.) vi. que ob qua- 
dr antem ſui copiam faceret, i, e, parvi pretij ſcor- 
$178, 


R 


Epentance Ueſcrib'd. 
A Retired Life, 

 Rhexinos , "Prfive@.., that Enervates the 
mind : a proper Epither of ealouſfie , which 
breaks and diſcompoſeth the Spirit. 

Rhipſaſpis , One who throws away his ſhield 
and flies at the ſight of an Enemy , as De- 
moſt henes was reported to have done. 
. Riches contetnptible, and amongſt other 
Reaſons becauſe they are uſually given to 
the worſt of men ſo he, 

Md Ilairoy cif 3x3 device Our, 


Oy x, © xduore dxmjon]o. 
; Roccaballa , the Aogwh The lovely Mount 
of Temperance, apon which the Soul enjoys 
the Delights of ſerene Contemplation. 


S 


Aprobius , from Zexgic and 86 , One of a 
5 gorrnpe Life , ſeduc'd to It by falſe Prin- 
CIPICS,. 

_— a Philoſophical Seeker , One of 
the Pyrrhonian Set; who believe nothing. 

Holy Seriptures defended, 96, Þ. 
 Sopticallic , *Exfdnog@-, Rome , formerly ſo 

all'd from the ſeven Hills upon which it was! 
gilr. Dn 

Sertorins, See his ftory in Plutarch , who 


— 


were but the external Shadows of a more no- 
ble ſtate of Religion, | 
$ ophiarete » E:71a and *Arm , Wiſdom and 
Ver tne, | 

Sophron, T emperate, 

Sophroſyne , T emperaxce , deſcrib'd at large 
in the Fourth Book. 

Soſanara , mgg 3 uteiv Ty aydJpe , the Name 
of a Good Wife , 10 call'd from preſerving her 
hbasband, 

Staurns a Creſs : but Book Third particu- 
larly meant of the Croſs of Chriſt , who by 
the one oblation of himſelf upon it abroga- 
ted all the ewiſh Sacrifices, 

Streblodeſpotes, Sg: Cads dtarbms , a Perverſe 
HMafter. 

Sympathus, EvumWMs, One who is Compaſſio- 
nately affetted with the Miſeries of others. 

Synaxis, Evyetis , 4 Convention Or Congrega- 


among other things. hath relared what tricks 
he pur upon the Superſtitious Spaniards with a 
a Tame Doe. | 
.  Sigalion , from Sid , Silence. An Image, 
upon the Fyyprians commanding ſilence with 
ſhut Lips. A God in great reſpeR with Wiſe 
men. It —_— here that Silence which pru.. 
dent men have alwayes warily kept in all evi] 
times, EM ua 
Simmagus, a ContraQtion of Simon {ags, 
| the Grand-father of the G=ofticks, 
How Sin came into the World. 55- 
Siopelus , Etomnis , One who can hold his 
ace. 
Skeletion, from Zxiuaeny, 4 dried Carkaſe. 
| Skiamelinſes, Exid warnions » VIZ. oteweyns, 


A foadow of a ftate to come, taking it in the ſame 


ſenſe as it is us'd Heb, 2, 1 have us'd this 
Name , becauſe many Services of the Jews 
Temple and other pieces of that economy 


| 


tion. It 15 taken Theologically for a Compa- 
ny of Chriſtians met toyether to celebrate 
the Feaſt of the Lords Supper, and to make 
a joynt Commemoration of his Death with 
all humble Thankſgiving, 


+ 4 


on » Te ayw, Thoſe things which are 4- 
oVes 
T akato, Te xa , Theſe things which are be- 
low. Theſe two ſtreams of the Sprin pe; - 
thorryton kignifie the good things which od 
gives with his right hand, as Wiſdom and 
Vertue, and with his left, as Strength of 
Body , Worldly Quality , Riches, &c. For 
he is Neyor me, *Ajztoy «yay, T he Spring 
of I » the firſt and beft Good from whom all 
Goodneſs is deriv'd , as Syneſius ſayes in one of 
his Hymns. See Agathorrytos, 

T alepora, Miſerable. 

* T aliſmans, trom p—yy an Tmage , for ſ0 
I rather derive it than trom Tiazoua. Figures 
made under certain Conſtellations according 
to the Superſtition of the Syriazs and Ara- 
bians, who thought them capable of Celeſtial 
Influences , and by looking upon which they 
thought they were able to divine concerning 
future things, as Paxlns Fapius obſerves out 
of R. D. K. in libro Rad, O'Q7% DN. MBTN 
MINYT1 MART Teraphim ſunt imagines 
per huas futiira cognoſcurit , The Jewes call'd 
them Terephim, Gen, 31. 19. which Labas 
nam'd his Gods, and Abe» Ezra thoughr his 
Daughter ſtole ther, leſt they ſhould rell her 
Father how her Husband drile: '4 his Flight 
from bim. They were mide ſomerimes in the 
form of Men, ſuch as Aſicho! (propably) pur 
in Davia's Bed. Thoſe who Qelire to be in» 
form'd further concerning them may-read 


Mr,Gregorie's learnedColletions in his Notes 
upon 


EE— 
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upon 2 Sam. F. Ard ſuch as ſhall pleaſe to 
read Dr. H. AMores Myſtery of Godlinels, 
Book 8. chap. 15. will underſtand fully chat 
the Docrine of Tele/ms is a Superftitious 
Foolery; and that they Have no natural Ver- 
rueg.. 

T apanta; All things, Money is all to cove- 
tous Men, who make Gold their God, hoping 
that will help them to all things , — 
to that ofthe Jewes, IN NR MM pRAN 
Honey anſwereth all __ 

T apinophroſyne, Humility, 

T araxiev, from Tabs, (09 wmanny which 
doth uſually attend worldly Deſigns. 

T emperanza, Temperance,which 15 the great 
Panpharmacos , the true All- heale , which both 
prevents ſickneſs and reſtores health. Seeit 
deſcribed. 

Teontation deſcribed, 

Teraphims, See T alsſmans. 

Terpſithea, S5ie Tiy&1s, 4 divine foy. 

Tetrattys , T:gaxr;s, a famous ſecret in the 
Pythagorean Philoſophy , which Hierocles hath 
explain'd in his noble Diſcourſes upon the 
Aurea Carmina, upon that Verſe, 

Nat wa + nueTige, iyh megadir]e mhperny 
and Platarch, but atter another manner , #» 
Philoſepharum Decretis, T have nam'd it in the 
Sixth Book , becauſe the arrogant Gnoſticks 
boaſted that this: T:7gax]vs came down in a 
Womans ſhape from places which cannot be 
ſeen or named, and brought down Truth, and 
ſhew'd her naked rothem , and gave them 
leave to talk with her. Vid. Epiphan. adver- 
ſus Her. Lib. 1. Tom. 3. & Irenenm contra 
Gnoſticos, Lib. 1. 

Thanatus, Death. 

Tharralens, Bold, Confident. 

C__ Oavuerugy@ » One that per- 
forms miraculous Attions, Where 1 have ap- 
plicd it, the word (ignifies only one that doth 
ſome extraordinary Tricks above the reach 
of vulgar Wit, which he pretendeth to be 
Miracles. 

T heander, a Divine mas. 

Thelgomenus , @©uxyiur@ , One that may be 
led any whither , a plain perſon ealie to be de- 
ceiv'd for want of Prudence, 

T heonce, from ©nG ves. A Divine Mind, 

T beophila , ©:dy 91x ow, a Lover of God , and 
Grogratls 4l/o , dear toGod , as all bis true Lo- 
vers are. 

T 4, Gxorgireie, 4 State worthy of Goa. 
Thetitle of the fourth Book , wherein ſome 
things belonging to that State are diſcours'd, 
ſo far as the Nature of ſuch a work as this 1s 
would handſomly permit. 

T beorus, Oxupds, One who Contemplater, from 
@tocio; Or ove who takgs care of Divine Mat- 
ters, from ©43g and Ge, I plac'd Agatherrytos 


110, 111. 
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in this Hill , becauſe the Spring of Life doth 
pour iorth its ſtreams moſt plentifully upon 
careful and holy Souls, | 

T heoſebins, Guan; 4 Wor ſhipper of God. 

T heoft yges, ©4650 ys, 4 Hater of God and vdi- 
ous to him. | 

Theriagene , «gia «1417 , degenerate Beaſts, 
The Title of the Fifth Book * which _ 
brutiſh Opinions and ignoble PraQices are 
related. 

T herioges, Ongiadvs , Brutiſh as the Poor are 
commonly for want of Education. 

T heriomachia, ®« 10a yla,a Fight #ith Bekfts, 
The brutiſh Appetite is an Enemy to the Di- 
vine Life. : 

T braſymachus, ©gaoniuay@, bold in F ight. 

Thurepanetia, Ovemyixmg,a Name given 
tO Crates (in Diog. Laert.) becauſe he.went 
into every Houſe to teach Vertue, 

# & py Tipey]@& , One who honowys him<- 
ff. 

T rimalcio, Tyi;, punanzos,a Very ſoft and effe- 
winate Perſon. Some think that under this 
Name Petronius Arbiter did diſcribe theLuxu- 
ries of Nero, : 5 

T ryſanor, T guozyug, a T ormenter of men, 

T yplecon, Wilfully blind, 

T yphlotharſon, blindly Confident. 

T arcopolis , Conſtantinople, That piece of 
my ſtory is not Romance, I 


V 


Apghez.24, Beauty, Lovelineſs. 

* Vanaſembla, a Vain ſhew. The Title of 
the Third Book , in which many things 
extoll'd in ſome places as Eminent parts of 
Religion, arediſcover'd to be no ſuch mat- 
rers, 

The Yaziry of Humane Life, 16. b, 

Uarmellon , One that believes there is n9- 
thing to come after this Life, 

Velleda, A Woman in Germany highly ac. 
cepred of the People for her Predictions, be- 
cauſe ſhe Prophelied Succeſs to the German, 
and Ruine to the Roman Legions , Tacitus, 
Lib. 4. Hiſtor, 

Vendetta, Revenge. 

Veneriola, a Want0n, | 

The Nature of Vertze deſcrib'd, 194.b, 

Virbins , Bis vir, One who hath Life twice 
beſtow'd upon him, as all good men have 
when they are made partakers of the Reſur- 


reQion, 194. Þ. 
The Union of all Jertwes in Urazia's 
Speech, 106, 


Urana, Heavenly Lipht,from 'Ovzans, Hea- 

ven, 18 Light. See Benivolis, 
The true V/e and Eſtimation of the Life 
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